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The Court of London 

VOLUME XVI. 


CHAPTER LXXXII. 

THE SELl’-SACEIFIOH DEMANDBH, 

Wis mnsfc now return to the Countess 
of Lascoilee. She had retired to her 
own chamber ehortiy after Adolphus 
conducted the lawyer from the library 
to the room in which the old Earl had 
met his death and where his murder was 
unmasked in the manner already 
described. It was understood that if 
Mr. Slater was sue easfui in the aim 
which had induced him to take up his 
quarters in that chamber, he was to 
ring the boll continuously and violently, 
not merely as a summons for the house- 
hold. but likewise as a signal that he 
had succeeded. 

On retiring to her chamber, the 
CountOHs of JUaseellos did not begin to 
disapprel herself ; she had not the 
slightest ineiiuation for slumber — her 
mind was agitated with a variety of 
oonfiiofcing feelings. Great was her 
suspense iii rospeut to the issue of Mr. 
Slater’s experiment ; lor it was abso- 
lutely necessary to oombiuo all possible 
evidences m order to bring the foul deed 
oorapleiely home to the assassin, cJiie 
endeavoured to oomposa herself as much 
as she was able, and to sieidy the 
beatings of her tiutteriag heart as well 
a« ihe throbbnigs of her brain; but 
these were indeed no easy tasks ; and 
Instead of sitting down tranquilly to 
await the signal so earaostly hoped for, 
she paced the chamber with quick 
uneven steiw. Nevertheiew. very 
0-1 


different indeed was Ethel’s preBent 
state of mind from what it bad recently 
been when she had so confidently bat 
loathingiy regarded Adolphus as & 
murderer, and when day after day she 
was plunged into utter bewilderment or 
excited to the liveliest indignation on 
hearing herself denounced as a mur- 
deress. Yes; now that the horrihla 
mystery had been so far cleared up a 
tremendous weight was lifted from her 
mind : but still there was tnaoh yet to 
be done— and even when all this should 
have been aooomplished, might Ethel 
againY^^ enjoyment of happiness 


m her agitated walk— and listened 
Surely she had heard the bell I surely it 
was tingling in her ear ? surely its 
Vibrating sounds reached her from the 
distance whore it hung I No— it was 
mere fatioy on her part : ail was in 
reality still: it was only that half- 
singing, hali-droniog sound which the 
ear perceives when the blood mounts un 
into the excited brain. But hark 1 now 
.nd„d th. Wl 

unmistakabie it peals with a violenoe 
that reverberates through the mansion 

It is the signal of the law^e?” 

suooess, and Makepeace is unmasked 1 
Ethel s first impulse was to rush from 
the room and repair to the chamber 
where the scene announced by that 
signal was taking place: she felt an 
almost irresistible anxiety to assur# 
herself that the detection of Makepeace 
was indeed oompiete, and that to m 
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other or oQforeseeE cirounisljaEoe was to 
he attributed the ringing of that be!!.' 
But all in a moment a fearful apprehen- 
sion seized upon her— the apprehension 
lest Makepeace should proolaim^her past 
amour with 'Adolphus. Her guilty con- 
science in this respect gave to her alarm 
the strength and potency of an absolute 
certainty that what she dreaded could 
not fail to occur ; and thus she no sooner 
found herself relieved from one source of 
deepest anxiety than she had to en- 
counter another. She remained io her 
room a prey to the most fearful sus- 
pense. 

All of a sudden one of her maids 
rushed in half-dressed, exclaiming, ** 0 
my lady ! my lady! the assassin is dis- 
covered !— it is Makepeace ! 

“ I had foreseen it — I knew that it 
would be so»^’ responded Ethel, much 
excited: “ it was for this reason that 
Mr. Slater came to the house 

"'^Ahl** ejaculated the maid: and 
then she at once comprehended how it 
was that her mistress had not as yet 
retired to rest. 

I will go to the drawing-room,' ' said 
the Countess ; I must hear ail parti- 
culars-— I am full of suspense and 
anxiety “ 

“Suspense and anxiety, my lady?” 
cried the maid, somewhat in astonish- 
ment. Why, the murderer is discover- 
ed! — it turns out to be that infamous 
hypocrite Makepeace who went on so 
at the time about his poor dear lord 

“I will go to the drawing-room, I tell 
you,*’ interrupted Ethel still more im- 
patiently; “ and do you request his 

lordship the Earl*— or Mr. Slater^ his 

lordship will perhaps be better -to 

come to me there as soon as possible. 
Go quick, girl, quick I ** 

Ethel was very much excited, as the 
reader may judge from her unguarded 
as well as broken sentenceas; and the 
maid, at first astonished, came to the 
very natural conclusion that the excite- 
ment of all the proceedings had pro- 
duced a somewhat hysterical effect upon 
her mistress. She therefore hastened 
away to do her ladyship's bidding ; and 
returning to the vicinage of the deceased 
Earl's chamber, she reached the dressing- 
room door just as Makepeace was 
proclaiming the illicit loves of Ethel and 
Adolphus. The maid— who was a pure- 
minded, artless inexperienced girl enough^ 
and who had never previously suspected 


that which she now heard— was trans- 
fixed with a stupefyisjg coiisteniatioii. 
In a few monients^ however, alio liearci 
the footsteps of Mr. Slater and the two 
domestics who had accompanied him, 
descending the upper fliglit after their 
successful search for the crock of gold : 
and the maid, not chooHiog to be deemed 
a listener there, hurried away. 

But she had not acquitfAnl herself of 
the mission she liacl received from 
and when the ne'xt minute she ihougiit 
of it, events were luirryiag on with too 
much rapidity to ftirniah an immediate 
opportunity for the delivery of tier lady- 
ship’s message eitlior to Mr. Slater or 
the Ear! of LascjeHes. The ollioera of 
justice were coming to take the 
murderer into custody. Again was the 
tale of the iliioit amour vociferousiy 
proclaimed— Makepeace was borne oil — 
some of the domestios dispersed io 
their own chambers— others oontiiimeti 
grouped together upon the landing 
outside the dressing-room door. to 
diaooss the loarfully exciting iiuddiuita 
which had just occurrod— and the 
lawyer, deeming it ladJor tu Iviivi} thci 
young Earl to Irmself after the over- 
whelming exposure, retired to a bed- 
chamber — where, however, as the reader 
has seen, he was presently arousevi to 
receive the oonfesai-m of the murderer 
at the neighbouring ataiiondiousa. 

Adolphus had tarried behind in the 
fatal chamber where tho late Earl had 
met his death, and wheneo aiaaeniri 
had Just been home off in the uimimly 
of the oliieers of justice. The unhappy 
young man threw himself u|mfi hw 
knees by tho side of that caiioh— buried 
his face in liin hands— ami sobbed 
audibly. What was to become of Efbtd I 
—how would he himHcIf ever be able to 
look tho world in the face! lin 
position was fearful : it was only Just a 
single shade better than it receiiUy was 
when Bubject to tho cilarticmiao 
demands of Makepeace on tbs owe Iianti 
and to the aocuiationi levelled agaiuit 
him by the Couateis on tho other. " 

Meanwhile the young maid-itryanl 
had retreated into a room on tho tarnt 
landing, in the hope of finding m 
opportunity to deliver Ethtfi mettagt 
to Adolphus, whom she had not m yol 
seen emerge from the fatal efaambtr. 
She kept the door ajar in the room to 
which she had that relreattd, and 
watched for his appearimoa. Several 
minutes elapsed; and at kngih the 
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heard footsieps. She beheld the young 
Earl come forth: a light that waa 
burning in the passage, threw its baama 
upon hia countenance ; and the damsel 
felt her blood run cold as she saw how 
ghastly pale and how convulsed it was. 
She scarcely dared issue from the room 
to deliver the message ; and yet she felt 
that under existing circumstances it was 
one which she ought not to keep back ; 
for after such a frightful exposure the 
Countess and Adolphus might indeed 
have much to deliberate upon — and that 
speedily too. Accordingly, mustering 
all her courage, the lady’s-maid came 
forth, and said to the Earl, “My lord, 
her ladpahip bade me inform you that 
she is in the drawingroom, and desires 
to see your lordship before you retire to 
your own chamber." 

“ Which drawing-room ? ’’ asked Adol- 
phus, in a voice so deep and hollow that 
it made the girl recoil as if from the 
presence of an animated corpse. 

“ In the Red Drawing-room, ray lord," 
she answered, regaining with a mighty 
effort a sufSaiency of self-poBsesasoa for 
the purpose, 

yhe then fled away to her own cham- 
ber ; and Adolphus proceeded to the 
Red Drawing-room, saying within him- 
self ‘‘Everything mnst be revealed to 
Ethel-— it will bo useless for me to con- 
ceal it— all the domestics would show 
her by their manner to-morrow that the 
terrible truth has been proclaimed. 
Good God! what will become of us 
both ?— what will become of us ? ’’ 

He entere*! the drawing-room ; and as 
ho appeared in the presence of Ethel, 
she was instantaneously struck by his 
worn, haggard, ghastly countonaueo,— a 
countenance which bespoke a thousand 
crushing evils; so that all her worst 
apprehensions were confirmed in an 
instant. Ho did not immediately speak 
— but fixed faia eyes upon her; they had 
a hollow look— and. Oh 1 what a world 
of care was in their gaae I 
“I understand you but too well, 
Adolphus," said the unhappy Countess, 
looking upon him with a gaze which in 
its expression was awfully akin to bis 
own, “ No sooner have oiroumstanoes 
emptied our cup of misery which was 
filled to the brim, than it is replenished 
to overflowing ; "—then, after some 
deep guttural sounds, as if the words 
struck in her throat, she added, “Make- 
peace has proclaimed everything— is it 
hot so I ” 


“ It is,” he replied, “ The miaoreant 
has resolved that in his death would he 
do that which should embitter out lives 
until the end ! " 

“ And the domestics,” said the 
Countess,—" they now know every- 
thing 1 ” 

" Everything ! ” responded Adolphus. 
" Just heaven, it is frightful 1 ’’ 

“ Frightful ! ” echoed the miserable 
lady : and turning aside for a few mo- 
ments, she covered her face with her 
hands, her fingers pressing tight against 
her throbbing brows : but no tears 
trickled between those fingers— faer’s 
was now a despair too deep to find a 
relief in weeping. At length, as a 
thought suddenly struck her, she 
removed her hands from her face— and 
turning towards Adolphus, said, " It is 
now for you to do that which will 
materially alter our position before the 
world — and if not lift the branding 
disgrace completely from us, at all 
events divest it of its deepest shade of 
blackness.” 

" Good heavens I what mean you, 
Ethel ? ’’ exclaimed the young Earl, 
starting with sudden affright; for 
though he put this question, yet was he 
little at a loss to comprehend the 
significancy of her words. 

" Adolphus, you do understand me,’' 
she answered, at once fathoming all he 
thought and felt : " and it is most un- 
generous of you not to proclaim with- 
out an instant’s delay that everything 
which you can do shall be done ! " 

^ " Ethel, Ethel 1 ’’ gasped the young 
Earl ; and he could say no more— but 
sinking on a seat, ho gazed in oonster. 
nation upon her, 

“ Is it possible, Adolphus, that you do 
not understand what I mean?" she 
asked ; “ will you thus force me to ex- 
plain in the most measured terms of 
language ? Weil, then, he it so 1 The 
world,” continued Ethel Impreasiyely, 

•’ believes that you are the son of the 
late Earl of L&soelles — and therefore 
that I am your step-mother. With snoh 
a belief our unfortunate love, when 
proclaimed, will be regarded as infamy 
itself: for what, Adolphus, oould be 
more horrible than an amour of so 
inoeatnoua a dye I Sooiety will drive 
me with execration from its midst— 
yourself with scorn and loathing. Is alt 
this to be, when one word spoken from 
yottf iipe will in a moment reda<m our 
tremendous oriiae, as it now appeals, to 
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a eonaparatiTely venial feeling ? And 
that word mmst b© spoksn by your lips, 
Adolphus : it la the gaorffic© whleh you 
must make for both oor sake®. Ohi 
even then there will yet remeiE 

degradation enough for me but spare 

me* Adolphus, tls^at brauding shame— 
that crowning Infamy I 

Ethels'* respouded the young Earl, 
in the eam© deep hollow voice as before* 
“you know not what you ask. You bid 
me divest myself of my patrician rank— 
to pluck the coronet from my brow — to 
resign the broad domains which call me 
master— to sink into an obscurity which 
will be total* like a star that goes out — 
and what is perhaps worse, to find 
myself plunged into comparative 
poverty 1 

have a rich jointure, Adolphus,’* 
answered the Countess* with difficulty 
repressing a look of scorn and contempt 
at the objections which he proffered : 
“take it all— I abandon it to you* every 
shilling — I myself care not for poverty 1 
But as for your title, you must resign 
it I” 

“Never I ejaculated the young Earl, 
goaded almost to madness by the 
thought. 

“ And yet there was a time, Adolphus/* 
rejoined Ethel, reproachfully, when I 
believed that for my sake you would 
have abandoned rank — position— every- 
thing^ “ 

“Oh, but the madness of that love 
has passed, Ethel-- and not only with 
myself/’ cried tb© young Earl, “but 
also with you ! I cannot do it. To resign 
a proud title — an immense domain*— 
No, no, I cannot ! ” 

“ Coward !” ejaculated the indignant 
lady; “ you cared not to sacrifice me to 
your passion— but you recoil from the 
consequences 1 Did I not exert all my 
pergies to remain virtuous? And was 
it not your incessant importunity— your 
frenzied entreaty— yes, even your threat 
of suicide which dragged me down into 
the abyss? And now you refuse to 
proclaim the word which is to mitigate 
the dark aspect of our iniquity I Why, 
insensate that you are you would in 
reality be a greater gainer than I : for 
now will the matter stand if you act as 
you ought to do ? You are not the son 
of the late Earl of Lasoelles : not one 
drop of his blood flows in your veins ; 
and therefore no more discredit will 
atta<A to you for having intrigued with 
the Countess pf LesoeUes, than e?ef 


does attach itself to a man who inclolges 
in an affair of gallantry, Yoii will not 
b© sporned by the worbl — you rnav still 
lift your head high. Eot how clifTerent 
wilt it be with me f— for relieved 

from the darkest siain of ihe 
enough of its hoe will rest iipo’",! ibc/ |;o 
stamp mo as a fallen wouj.iji* Mow tbcoi, 
sir, what is your decision ? 

’ There was so iiiiieli cleiermioation in 
the words, looks, nnci rnariiier of the 
Countess of LascelloH, that, dolphug 
was smitten with a rofunvod con- 
eternation ; and Ihh diarnayed fnoka Wi^re 
riveted upon the Coonfoss. At length 
as a sudden idea struck iiiin, be Hprani^ 
up from his seat, e:%el«iming, “ Let iia 
defy the world, Ethel !— let \m set its 
opinion at naught 1 Let iia dweil together 
—let us give back to eaob other ail that 

love which w© formerly cherished* 

‘‘Never!** she ejaculated: and her 
eyes flashed sodden fire, “Nevc'r, 
Adolphus— never 1 The past baa been 
fraught with guilt enough for m both— 
or at last for me : the futuro shall be 
stainless- — -it is impoasib!© f could nln 
again 1 

“ But marriage, Kthcd— — “ 

“ Marriage ? ” she shrieked forth. 
** What I while the world believes that 
you were indeed the son of mv lfil« 
husband? Oh/* slie adtied, with the 
blighting, withering laugh uf acyrn, 
“to what wretched expedieutH m ymir 
fevered imagination redindog yan ? ** 
Ethel, you may sav and do what 
you like/* ©xolaimed the young Karl-- 
“ but you cannot force mo-—**' 

Cannot force you ? oho iiifcerrupM 
him* “ And that if I rnvHalf prochiirii 

the truth ? What if I decLire. 

“Who will believe yen, Eihel r* iio 
terrupted Adolplms* “ Wimi wuiM my 
answer be ? That it was a ta!e devised 
by an unhappy woman goaded ulmimt to 
fren^^y by her position— a tale deviicd 
for the purpose of palliating her fiudl 
before the world— “ 

“And you would do all this, Adel- 
phuft I “ said the Conntess^ upon 

him with ^an expression so sirarigo# §0 
wild, so siniifcer, that wh©n hm though t 
of it afterwards, he could not po»lhJy 
fathom what its precise mmuim might 
have been* 

He did not immediatniy 
answer* ^ Though in one isote he felt 
his position to be a loleraliiy itrong on# 
so far as the revelatioii. of lha secrsl of 
his birth might be oonoernedjf yet on ||t 
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other hand, he was far from helng at h^s 
ease in respect to a woman who fo, the 
present m well ae in recent cir- 
cumstanoeB, had displayed a mental 
energy, a resoluteness, a dBtefmin.aticn 
of which she had seemed in capable io 
those times when she was the soft, th© 
tender, the yielding, fond partoer of 
his goilty love. He therefore eaw that 
everything must be done to conciliate 
or appease the Countess, if possible, 
short of the absolute concession of that 
which she had demanded ; and his ideas 
remained fixed upon th© project of 
defying the world and its opinions — of 
making her his mistress a.gaJn-—or even 
of marrying her if she thought fit-— 
anything, in a word, so long as he might 
place a seal upon her lips with regard to 
the one tremendons secret that might 
give him much trouble and .'.innoyance, 
even if it did not nltimatcdy tear him 
down altogether from the pedestal of 
rank and forty ae. 

While these reliectfoDs were passing 
throiii^h th© mind of Adolphus, Ethel 
had turned aside, and was again medi- 
tating profoundly. Her countenance 
was of the most aa^hy pallor-^her fea- 
tures^ were rigid : a sim’ster light burnt 
steadil^y In those ©yes that had once 
beamed only with love and tenderness : 
the bosom which had been wont to 
palpita^© with the softest and most 
voluptuous sensations, was now up- 
heaved and perfectly still : aha was 
motionless as a statue— hut all that was 
passing within reodered her very 
different indeed from the sculptured 
marble's inaiiirriatioin Adolphus re- 
garded her with a furtive and uneasy 
look ; and when she at length turned 
again ^ towards him, he gave a sudden 
start in evident apprehension that this 
terriblo^ conflict of words and feelings 
wag to be renewed* 

** Wa have said enough for the pre- 
sent/* observed the Countessi in a voice 
of such coW monotony that it afforded 
not the slightest indication to what- 
soever might be passing in her mind* 

** Let us separate for a few hours— to 
rest, if wa can — but at all ©vents let m 
separate. We shall find an opportunity 
of speaking to each other again ; it must 
be soon— we will make up our minds 
how to act— and perhaps— perhaps,** she 
addadi her accents now becoming 
tremulous, and her features relaxing 
from their rigidity— perhaps* Adol- 
phus, we must make mutual 


oooceesiona, so that we may have a due 
regaid for all that has taken place 
between us, and for all that we may now 
best do in the interest of us both.” 

“ Ethel — dear Ethel !” exclaimed 
the young Earl, scarcely believing his 
own senses ; ” you are becoming your- 
self again ! Heaven be thanked that you 
now speak thus rationally! ” 

“Let us separate. Adolphus.” she 
said, in a still milder tone than that in 
which she had just spoken ; “ and it 
may be that when the storm of excite- 
ment is completely passed, and our 
senses are rescued from the consterna- 
tion and bewilderment in which they 
have been lately plunged, we may yet 
show each other that we are not utterly 
selfish I ” 

In the exuberance of the hopeful 
feelings thus auddenly conjured up in 
the soul of Adolphus, he seized the hand 
of the Countess and pressed it to his 
lips. She snatched it away — but not 
with any particular violence ; and the 
next instant hurried from the room. 

It was about an hour afterwards that 
the messenger came from the station- 
house to fetch Mr. Slater to receive the 
confession of Makepeace ; and as neither 
Adolphus nor Ethel knew that he was 
thus summoned— for in their respective 
chambers they heard not the ringing of 
the gat© bell — the lawyer bade the 
domestic who had risen to answer that 
summons, forbear from disturbing his 
master and the Countess as they must 
have need of rest. On his return to the 
mansion, the solicitor sought his oouoh 
spin: but when he arose at about 
eight in the morning, it was to receive 
the intelligence that the munlerer had 
committed suicide in his call. Then was 
it announced by a valet to Adolphos, 
and by one of her maids to Ethel, that 
during the past night Makepeace had 
delivered a full confession of his crime, 
and that a few hours later he had 
perished by his own hand. 


CHAPl'EU LXXXm. 

BU)OMFIEL». 

It was eleven in the forenoon : Mr. 
Slater had taken his departure ; and 
Ethel, who had not descended to the 
breakfast-table, sent an intimation to 
Adolpho* that ahe woaid joia him in a 
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few miimtes in the library. The young 
Bar! proceeded thither to await her 
oottsiDg i and as he paced to and fro 
with a certain degree of enspenee, the 
following reflections passed through his 
mind: — • 

«« Now is the crisis of this new phase 
in my fortune ! Will she yield ? or .is the 
warfare to be renewed ? Anguieh render 
the soul capricious : and the mood may 
have changed again. If so, I most meet 
her valorously and resolutely. But no ! 
—she will be reasonable : she saw last 
"night that I was determined-— and she 
■ altered visibly at the close of our 
interview. Why should she not agree 
with me to defy the world ? Wealth 
procures pleasures that will enable us to 
live in enjoyment away from that society 
which banishes us. To love her again 
—No. that is impossible I The fresh- 
ness— the enthusiasm— the glow of that 
love of mlnoj are gone for ever I feel, 
I feel that I am an altered man I But to 
toy with her as a mistress— or to endure 

her as a wife -Yes^yes— this is 

possible 1 — this is easy indeed ! — and it 
may even be happiness since it will put 
an end to strife— it will relieve me from 
apprehension— it will rescue me from a 
vortes of perplexities and cares I 

The door opened ; and the Countess 
of Lasoelles made her appearance. The 
first glance which Adolphus threw upon 
her, filled him with hopefulness : for 
though she was still very pale, and 
looked as if she had passed an utterly 
sleepless night.— yet her features had 
lost that rigidity which expressed so 
stern a resoluteness of purpose : and if 
there were not actually a conciliatory 
smile upon her lips, there was at all 
events a softness of mien that contrasted 
strikingly with her aspect at their last 
interview, 

“ Ethel 1 *’ exclaimed the young Earl, 
hastening towards her* * your look ren* 
ders me happier than I have been for 
some time past [ I see that you intend 
to be reasonable : we are to deliberate 
calmly and in a friendly 80n80>....we are 
not to meet for altercation as enemies, 
battling as it were for separate and 
divided interests — but we are to take 
counsel together for what may be best 
suited for us both 1 

Such is the spirit, Adolphus, in 
which I meet you this morning/' an- 
swered Ethel: and she did now really 
smile sweetly though faintly: it was 
with a melancholy sweetness— and at 


the same time she proffereci him he? 

hand. 

Dearest EtheL I love you still 
he exclaimed, f48lzfng that liarid and 
conveying It to his lips. 'Forgive me 
if last night I uttered things whiob 
were harsh— .if I spoke of oii^ fove m 
something which had, gone by, newer 
to be recalled P* 

“And I alsO; Adolphus/* reaponded 
the Countess, BiiflVring hini lo retain 
her hand witho'.at the slightest ofTorfc to 
withdraw it. — “I also iriusi crave vour 
forgiveness for fhe apparent; irnphiea. 
bilitv with which ! urged a point tliat 
my better reason 8n!>ser|iiHntly win » wed 
to be impossible of realization. There 
have been faults on Initli sicloH : lot uh 
oast a veil over ihcni 1 ’’ 

Nothing could exceed the joy ivith 
which Adolphus listened to these words. 
Ho all of a sudden felt liiruBelf be 
completely safe: his triumph was 
©naured with far loss troul^le thaii fio had 
anticipated. In the enihsisiaHiti of his 
feoliogs, — which tfie !v„‘«cler iim«i not' 
however misraka for a reviving Invc^ to* 
wards Ethel, -fie snaiohed fior in his 
arms and straifiod In^r to liis brcaMt. 
For a few momenta she thus abandoned 
herself to him; and thmigh alia ramnvcMl 
the kisses whhdi he imprinted upon her 
checks, she gave ihmri ne»t bac*k agabi 
with her own lips* 

“ Now, dearcBi Ethel/’ said Adolpbiis, 
as she gently Uismig god hcrudf from 
his arms. I”! m sit down nnd converse 
quietly and amicably— h^vif^gly t.iHi--— 
for may I not flatter myself that you 
have been rafleotfnii upon the pro|Kmid 
I made to you last night ? 

^‘YesPahe raspenciefl : ciiul shn sate 
down by his aid© Again mmi I 
assure you, my dear Adniphua/* nlm ' 
continued— and thie was i.tie firat time 
that she had used that oarcasing term of 
endearment for some weeks pattf,-- 
** again must I assure yon that wlieii 
last night I rajeeieci your proponak with 
so much emphatic aternness, 1 wa« not 
the mistress of mysolf* Ttie inieJltgenoe 
of that frighful exposure had iinitten 
me so cruel a blow— had emme upon nit 
with such »ttddenfiiis---~*' 

*« Speak no more of it. dear Elhe! I 
interrupted the young lir ^ « have we 

not agreed to throw a veil ^ the pait 
-—to forgive each othe» ^ o be iot trs 
itgaiu*-. — Aye, and did i not toggiil/' 
added Adolphus softly, that we ’ miglil 
be husband and wife if you chose I 





have Ep my mind/’ aoswared 
tStihel, to coaseat to anything that you 
fehinfc fit on one coiiditioiio’’ 

aafuie it!” exclaimed Adol- 
phus hastily : for he was Boddeniy 
smitten with the apprehensioa that it 
would be f4om6fchijQg that he might not 
be able to grant aad re-open the arena 
for diacusaion and altercation. 

It is a very simple thing, my Adoh 
phus/® responded the Countess, with 
increasing softness of tone and winning 
bendemess of look : it is merely that 
you will bear me hence — this very day — 
at once I — hence* from a place which 
has so many horrible and saddening 
associations I hence from the great 
metropolis where dwell all those whom 
I may never look in the face again 1 ” 

Is that all f cried the young Earl, 
infinitely relieved. Why, dearest 
Ethel, it is the very thing which I myself 
should have proposed : for I am sick of 
Bcjenea whereunto are attached such aad 
and awful memoriae I ’’ 

** Then it shall be as I say, dear Adol- 
phus/® murmured the Countess, again 
voluntarily abandoning to him her hand : 

and I thank you— Oh! I thank you 
for this ready acquiescence with my 
request. But when shall we depart ? ” 
•*TtUB very day — aa you have said/’ 
replied Adolphus. ** Whither would you 
choose to go 'i To Bloomfield I — or on the 
Continent ? '* 

The Countais appeared to reflect for a 
few moments; and then eh© said, ** Let 
it be to Bloomfield, Bahghtlul is the 
scenery in that district : the mansion 
itgeif is Booludad' — there are beautiful 
walks through avemice and lanes 
embowered with verdure at this season 
of the yeiir~the air is fresh and revivify- 
iug~and we may thore hope to regain a 
healthier tone for our mind and spirits/® 
**ln ail this 1 agree with you, Ethel/’ 
responded the young Earh We will 
depart to-day— — or/* he added, as a 
sudden thought struck him* ** to-morrow 
at all 6 rente. 

“ Aad why not to-day I ” inquired 
Ethel hfiwtily* 

Because it is possible/’ responded 
Adolphus, “ that my prasenoe may be 
required at the Coroner’s inquest upon 
the murderer aad suicide Makepeace* 
But I will repair at once aad ascertain* 
Meanwhile yon can be making all our 
preparations for departure/’ 

They then issued from the library,— 
the Counteas repairing to her mrn 


chamber, aad Adolphus prooeeding to 
th© station-house to i©am such parti- 
cuiara as he needed relative to the 
inquest. He was informed that from a 
comfiiunication just received from th© 
Coroner, his presence would not bo 
required; th© confession of the deceased 
fully cleared up the mystery of th© 
murder, apart from ail other evidence ; 
and in respect to the deed of self- 
destrootian, there was little,, to be said 
on th© subject — for all was clear and 
app^irent. Adolphus accordingly re- 
turned to the inaiiBioii ; and at two o'clock 
in the afternoon he took his departure 
thence, in comp.aoy with Etheh 

The Bloomtieid ©state, which had long 
been in the Lascelies family, was about 
thirty miles from London ; and, as 
E&hei had already briefly described, It 
was composed of some of the moat 
be^iutifui scenery to be found In the 
country where it wm situated. Adol- 
p,hU8 had brought with .him on,ly on© 
valet — Ethel only one maid : .for there 
were Buiiitrient domestics of .all purposes 
invariably kept at Bioomfield. The 
arrival of the young Earl and of the 
widowed Caunteos — who was of course 
believed to ba his ,mother-i.n“Iaw~was 
heralded by a messenger sent off on 
horseback an hour boior© they storied 
from the mfeitropolis ; a,nd notwith- 
stonditig the notice was so shorty 
everything was ready for their suitable 
reception. The same messenger com* 
mumoated to the household at 
Bloomfield the intalflgeace of Make- 
peace s dcteotioii and suicide ; and ho 
wiusp.;red likewiBo the ©xposure which 
had been miuie of the amour of Adolphus 
aad Ethel. The servants who llstenad 
to these tidings, were naturally itriokea 
with astonishment : but it was not their 
interest to exhibit any other feeling 
than one of welcome to their master ana 
the Ouuiilaas, when they alighted from 
the carriage which drew up in front of 
that beautiful country-seat 
^ Luring the |ourney from London 
Ethel had not spoken me word relative 
to marriage ; she had given Adolphus to 
underitond that eh© would submit to 
his will in all things, with the exception 
however that she craved some little 
respite ere she again abandoned herself 
to him as his miitreis. Bhe represented 
that her huaband had only died so 
recently aad had perished to horribly— 
that so many frightful things had 
occurred'— that her feelingi had been so 
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harrowed— that ker heaM had suSared 

so greatly— aad that ehe stood so mmh 
in med of repose and rest,— that she 
felt convinced he would exact from her 
nothing more than the demeanour of 
friendship for the present. M©, on his 
side, was only too glad to conciliate her 
in any way, and to allow her to loliow 
her own inolinationsj not to yield an 
assent: he nevertheless feigned to grant 
with reluctance, and to foe impatient for 
the time when all the guilty past should 
be resuscitated so far &8 their illicit 
amour was concerned. 

They arrived at Bbcaitleld, and took 
possession of the separate suite of 
chambers prepared fo.r ftheni but they 
had their meals together— they passed 
the day together in^doors., or in rambiing 
'through the grounds;— aad thus a weak 
went by. During this interval they 
received a letter "from Isafoeiia, whom 
the intelligence had in the meantime 
reached that the gudt of Makepeace was 
discovered and that the wretched man 
had himself commitlod suicide. Miss 
Vincent wrote the fullest details in 
respect to ail that had occurred to 
herself,— thus accountiDg for her sudden 
disappearance from the Gardiners’ farm. 
She did not omit to mention that she 
had accidentally encountered Christian 
Ashton at Verner House— nor how ha 
had delivered her from prisonaga in the 
secret chamber. Bhe intimated that it 
was her purpose to accept the kmd 
invitation of bir Edgar Beverley and 
Mias Hail to remain at Verner House 
until their marriage, which was shortly 
to take place and the whole tenour 
of her letter was kind and affectionate— 
for she felt that in some strange and 
uaaocountabie way she had done her 
aunt Ethel and her cousin Adolphus 
an immenBe injustioa by believing that 
;the crime of the old* Earfs murder 
rested between them. As for Adolphus 
and Ethel themselves, they had too 
much CO think of on their own account 
to pay any particular attention to the 
fact of Isabella having fallen in with 
Christian : and brief was the comment 
which Adolphus made upon the subject* 
Now that we have agreed/’ he said, 
to bid delianoe to tne world and set 
its opinion at naughu — and now too, 
dearest Eshei, that you are improving 
in health and spirits, and the time must 
be never at hand when you will throw 
yourself into my arms again*— it were 
all the better that Isabella should ixnd 


a home elsewhere. Let her marry yoiirig 
Ashton: we will make them a iiandsorne 
allowance; and at the same time that 
W 0 thus rid ourselves of I abelia,, we 
shall be performing all our duty towards 
her.” 

Ethel assented; and the subject at 

once dropped. 

After breakfast ooe mornin,g— when 
Adolphus and the Oooiitoss I'nid been 
about a week at Bioorafiold — slie said 
to the young Earl, with sinilinig conn- 
tenaoce and caressing look, You are 
indeed most kind to devote so nmcli of 

your time to me 1 may say all y«)ur 

timer® 

you see, Ethel,” he aiiHwnfreda 

that I study my best to tjneoro your 
happiness. But when will you bo iib 
together mine again ? for he wm 
anxious to rivet as soon as poBidtjio the 
bonds which held them tf»gether; 
though at the same time careful to 
avoid the appearance of tyreu:: z.ng 
over her actions or in any way b. u’c ng 
her inclioatioaB 

Soon, dearest Adolph;;-.?/'’ mIcj re- 
sponded, inclining her iL'.-ni ' 2:1 las 
shoulder : booh ! — for 'Li itre 

dear to me ag.aki— ^ m v :y ih ti , 

'•Is it indeed to,, Etn a T’ no i, x- 
claimed, with a gin/a of feining ili it 
might vary wed have ..uon taken for tiio 
real joy of love dMnI whvrjjaH it whs 
only the lac tain of at tlm idea 
that she would soon be ho ct)iii|drttj!y hk 
slave again as to bo bc^yoiui the reaeii id 
any latent inclination that might still 
exist to proclaim the whole truth to the 
world according to her prapoHitiun a 
week back at the maiMion in the HtiiHirbi 
of London# 

“ Yes— dearest Aiiolfihiifci/ re- 

sponded, still sulleruez her hud to 
recline upon his shoiilder, I you 

——and, when yon wih/ infirmur- 
ingly added, * I will im youris itgaiin— — 
yours wholly 1 ” 

Adolphus encircled the lady h *tiendcr 
waist with Ins arm— drew her imm 
towards him— and imprinicil kimm upon 
it. Whether it were iiidccd the cotiniry 
air, together with the unnsiml aiiioiiiit 
of walking exercise which »lm hurt lately 
taken— ur through an altered stale of 
the mind— or from all t-lieBe caiitei 
united, we cannot say ; but certaia it li 
that her appearaiioe wm caiiiiderabtv 
improved during the week that ihi had 
already passed al Bloomiehl. Htti! the 
traces of recent care were proepiihli 
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iipoii hef olieeke : her form too was more 
sleiidep: Umn rt was wont to bo tbo 
volii|Miuoiiis of ats proporfeicas : 

E©Yertbelc-3£3 there was bIuI 'be soft 

liisk’e iri large clear bkse eyav, atilf! 

tb© pearly wiatei'iierr of the -ieeth stui^iiag 
betejGcn the parting roses of the Mps— 
etili tiio f!)right giory o.i the rich auonrn 
liahr. And a; Aacptara afuw iur: 

|jOwarii.a hhii, he felt Lad a 

feeiiog of iiot idem ass roi rjrrehng.,— imiil 
slowly iriio iiiis iiihui canso baefc tho 
recolioctioni of tiio bil-tarnesB of ad tii-oae 
ftifcarcatior.B which hud taken place 
boliwooii thorn; and :d.i if)© preBenco of 
these rocoliceaonB the softer feelings 
gradually di'^iappoorodj as twilight 
reoecles wIioia the shades oi iiiglit come 
on. 

But noli by Lus couritenaBce did lie 
exiiibifc tlio ek^mgo thiat mm ihm taking 
plaoe ill his mhid : uboro was a saide 
upon hie foa.turcB, wiiilo bitterness was 
arising in liis heart ; for, m the Raider 
ooiii|)roh©mi'.g it v/a:'i ids hiitercsi, p:uc: 
theroforo hh g’lurpOKOj. to play a daep 
gaaie— k> asA^umo every thin n: that v/as 
coiioilivitory— to eimuhito allectioii— and 
to veil every ilicraghi; that migiit shock 
or give oifoiice. Ana* Jhthel heroed Inici 
now one arm tfirown Aaver Iiih alioaider; 
and as lie iinm sea ted g aud she was 
staiidiog by iiiiih or rattier lialf-reeliiiiag 
in hiB anna, hIio luoketl dowu uitn hm 
coiiiilonanco. TiiOR) was a e.iiile upon 
her features likewise : iior eyes appeared 
fraught with a reviving Uir;derii?i;:,s ; and 
Adolphus said %vithiii faiuiseli, Yee — 
truly slie iovos iim v/eli again I 

<* \'Ve will go loHih to walk,” s.ud Iho 
OouiiteBS : *Hdio weathrcr is beautifiii— « 
the air m delicious— and tf?3re is Idiat 
wild pari €)t the i-ii i.ie, you kaow, luy 
dear AdoIpliiiH, which wo have iiot yot 
visiietl Bincii we wece down lierok hut 
which w so piciureH«|ui3.” 

** You i‘iic)aii the MaitJon's Bfidgo I ** 
said the young Bark 

** Yes/^ cixelaiined i^thel : und iiiitan* 
taneously dweiig?igiiig herself from lii-ii 
arms, she Immnd lanvards the door*— 
adding* I wilt put on iny bonnet and 
ioarf in a inonietit, and he with yon.** , 

In a few minutes they were walking 
forth togetlior,— the young widow 
leaning upon the arm of llie young 
nohleoaaa. There was m hoightenSd 
eolouf upon her elu^eki-^-a deeper 
roseate lingo than for some lime past 
had displayed itself there ; and her eyes 
■ '0-2 ■ ■ 


too appeared to sliia© with- a happier 
lustre. 

The weather was indeed beautiful— 
the sunbeams irradiated tlie entire 
landsaap©-"— by t tliora w/m a fcDroeze which 
provonted their extremcj &siIkiiits,*0S from 
boin^^ iOA. Tno iray of the ramblers led 
Qrct tbiough tho spacious park— then 
reroee tho ia tho dkection of a 

Vi 3 :'- 0 iled doll i:i the disirMieen 

^‘Is thei’a no-; son!© straofio iegand 
a-ttached m the spot wliicii we are about 
to visit ? ” incjuirod th:' as she 

walked by tlio side of Adckpluia^ leaEiiig 
on I Lis arm. 

To be sure I ” he exolAi mecl : did 
you never hear it ? It is that legend 
which gives its ii&'ms to tha bridge*” 

-1 liover heard it/' responded 
the Goaritese ; mid Rudcierily stooping 
down sbo pliiidicd a wiiddlower .which 
grew by the side of tlia pathway. 
What is that legend ? ” she inquired, 
tcc.riui,: bu places iiie litiweret she had 
Juot culled, 

d’ho*© vi'ca soroot-hing sligl/dy wa^^ward 
or pceuilar In iier taaimor, as' it 
struck Adolphus for a iBomeiifc: but 
^ittlbutlng it to ilio return of u corfealn 
buoyancy of spirits with the change of 
scene rmd the fresh air of Bloomliel^ 
he coasGd to think of it. 

"•* Aud 30 you never heard the legend 
of the Miidcuik'i Bridge?” he said* 
‘'R'\ ''f!y0t m .‘thinks this is not your 
lirofc visit to Blooiatielcl t ” 

*‘No/' she rcspofidml : ' 1 was here 
onm mdQTQ, It was with the late Bari/* 
ohfj added saftJy ; liiid then for so 
short a tinr;* ihui tlioiigli I puiti a hurried 
visit to all the^se riceucs of intcR at, yot 
i had 110^; ioiaiiro i'o iiiquiro particularly 
about liharii- BcsidcaA «lie exebimed, 
In u gu> 3 '.tr tono* “* to iiu.rn tu Itsgenik of 
this Burt, one fiimt have a catiipaaioa 
who can tidl tlieia piea'iautly or palheth 
eally, as the uaae may tm/* 

Adolphus wim chiirrned at ihm rapidly 
altering inaiiimr «)f the Countess ; for 
:*over eincAtomr husbiind'i death had she 
eeemed so gay as on th« present ooosiioju 
and he tliereforo felt oonviaced that 
wilhin vary brief epaco of lime eha 
would abandon herself eompleiely ^ 
him again. IlusideSt with this return of 
good »piriti» there wm all Iht leas ohanet 
that ihe would relapse into the dark 
iombre mood that would prompt her to 
demand the iaerifiee of himself* 

** After so pretty a oompliment to my 
powers m » legend-toller/^ he said. 
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adFanoed till slie gaiaed the middle of 
the bridge^ There sli© stopped short ; 
and looking oves“ the rail, oo:ateQi plated 
the foaming witer which wae flaBliiEng 
brightly Iq the simbeams. Perfeaps it 
was here, AdoIpiiiiSs"*' she at length said, 
taming towards her compaoaoBj, — here^ 
apon this ¥©ry spotg that the eatagkophe 
took place 1 ” 

Yes— the legend saj 0 ,'“ li© anywored^ 
?® that it. was an the middle of the bridge^ 
according to fcho tale wiiiofi the shephord 
sabseqiientiy told-®’ 

“And heros theos they fell o^erd’ 
Ethels “ the girfs tightly 

around the aeck of him who was 
ruin of her happiness ? 

I* Yes— herej'" rejoined the yoirog 
Earls turning round at the same timoj m 
the Countess had doiiOj to eoi?iein|>iate 
the water from the side which wm 
unprotected by the haiid-ralL 

“ Forgive mo, Adolphus I suddenly 
exclaimed Ethel 

At the same instant her arms were 
thrown about his neck: tightly wore 
■ they clasped— a wild and fearful ery 
thrilled forth from his lips— on© des- 
perate struggle to diaengage himaelf— 
but all in yain l—over they fell— down, 
down they went I The eiitira ravine, the 
grove, and all the adjacent dkiriet 
echoed with the terrific cries oi the 
young lord : but not another sound than 
the words ** Forgive me, Adolpkiis ! 
which she had uttered, cam© from the 
lips of Ethel There was a terrific 
' splash ; and away their bodies wore 
borne, the arms of the Oountesa still 
tight around his neck— her hands cksped ' 
—as if those arms and hands of lier'a 
constituted an iron vice I 
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He t^luke oi m! latfi/’ Am 
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fully; ami juA, at fhaT npi 

Joniilhan Camabio and rj-v? :o!i.!Mfiin| 

were advancing tow nl,'t ^hiMyaie of tlm 

chiircliyarci 


The reader will , not have forgotten 
that beautiful little village in 'West- 
.^moreland where Barney the Barker 
obtained the situation of assistant graven 
digger to old Jonathan Cam able. To this 
village we must now return. 

It was an early hour in the morning : 
and a female, olad In gipsydik© apparel, 
stood in the middle of the churchyard, 
contemplating 'that gravestone which 
bore the simple inscription of October. 
1830/* There was nothing wild in her 


All f ** dm oj^umkied, *’ tluun iim Iha 
moil whom i Mcrk wuire 

together Ihe other ni|,dit whmi iliey said 
iomething which «friiuk in© 
ilraiigaly ! ** 

“Her© m this poor ow^y oruitliir© 
aifam, said old Jyiiallian* “ I woiMlei 
why she is haii«irig abaiit this vjilugt ^ 
Wo must find out whim dm .holonp. | 
and have bw pm$td to lii^r parltli ; it 
will never dp for her to b^moiii# ohaMi’* 
ail© to our local ratot/* * 
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Yon are the man a Mr„ Carn)v'bie, 
tgald fch© Borker, to get rid of her. Go 
“and try ©Io(|ai6s.?ie0 There! loor.- 

'‘Hie if I icnifvt the K'-jet-. ^v:':v — 

'and I'e? beat nm svr:l I'etcb it '' 

JJo/'' roBf^oiided t/he okl sfioston: 

; ho julvi'Uiced towirrdB Cr-a}/ J}e.\‘to who, 

' being at dtnio.rco of o/bosEii Iraer y;urdr, 
had mo 3] overJ-ajard a ‘!’do th-ml; 

pasU'iOidt beiv/ceri t-ho box/.ofi . ad two 

MnraiVvhllo vlie Ivmrker,. tu'® iiapkliv 
awaym li.i.d bac.k to ti:i3 eotta*"^o. 

poor ‘ao-LJaa./’ r!il'i JonidJiaa, 
aceogtt'ig Cvivzy joii mem to be 

a housed CKR womlema^ 

wajiderar ?~yos ! ahe o|aoiilat- 
ed : *MK.!0.*va8e it i^l ! My 

iniiifl will im, 5 t fot nn; a*S. 
dir! you, N,, — Thsom I e!’;,eK^.-.e to 
aBk sor . 0.0 a-^iylorin : IVsr rj; 0 o woikad 
it t(s a |.>ooi‘ oroofcory .aa.jH ns i ata ? 
B 6 H i d 0 rf ^ H *1 0 ;i 1 1 tt 1 €u a I * f te r a | la u b ■' y I 

CJtri pro/ fc>r ,1 have \?lK3n po.,yinrr!ti 

it? rt «|ui a.nl ’' 

Ti'iiiv! »3frr:ikirigs bIi© dived her h'lnk 
hiiiiii doiVf't into a pookofcj and cLtaw forth 
a c|iiaiiti! j O'- eovK Haver roid lial!|.,once 
were at! iundohnl together; ar?cl It strock 
tlio o!ii e5.-:\k.5n tiKit tui caught the glitter 
of or llta e pi:- eo cd’ a elk! ' iiiore 
pi’CHdona oiotah But the? next Inst^uit 
Cr^iisy Jdffe lotd trainddrroJ the uumoy 
ba.cjk I/O » fcU' poediod witii a 
iort of tfiin-riphj «' Hu you um idiai f iwn 
not aiUtgi'llier ii lacndieerds thrugiijuu 
took me for one ? 

** f ii.r:i wed plitaaod^ my poor w'omaii/^ 
aiwv/oieil lo ilud thai; you 

lire tiii!f:i of ca-Hiinl onnuoy. 

But wli> are you not witli your friemio? 
“for to piiHfere money .irguee to a 
certain cxUm% the poBBeerfluu of fnanda 

u Yes^..- .ye?*— I have frlemJa/* o}aou* 
latcd CJr;iay ianoi frlomia who scniglit 
tt» do ovoryittittg *for rm : but no I— my 
wamleririg spirit mmiilci, not gulTe? me 
to stay whore tiiey pkeed mi\ Da you 
know* old miifi*"' she added, mdwmmng 
close up to him* and spmkmg iu a low 
voice® as well as with a cartain aiysItfB 
ous aigiiificfincy of look»^-** do you know 
that if ever I remain loug in one place, 
something wliispers in my ear that I 
in list go forth on my fcrnveli again— far- .■ 
that there is sumolhiog whioh I seek— 
and fchai aametliiiig I mail find t 
** Ami what it} this tom© thing which; 
yon $mk I ’ * asked tho old sexton in a 


gentle voice ; for li© pitied the poor 

WOSBGBo 

She had fallen into fs. rleop reverie t 
a.ue clicii thn quz-'S’.i "f’iB ”- — ot If sb© 

dick slieeliose not to 5'i.ci:v/er it ; and for 
upwards of n, ramnio dfd Bs!orK;o ilnis 
prti7a.ii«, At KiTckicniilv Fa.i8jfrg' hor 

oyos, £'.?lie i/ixcj.] feer h>''iJ:w ^!pou the 
f-'no oRior.e with thn sGauKpdy krif'I 
i-M- rjuJ -k-.apGr ^ Who 

I’c'B theft?? ’’ 

-poor bsdy” rcfyno'lrd the old 
Ckl! aia.bin^ Vedio ]p iriks viiljigQ 

wndwf vmy fi'isti’osM'fug i: !:'t<iTiurPk?-ai‘.Oiiu ^ 

1' C.SI, yen'— 1 roin:'inb‘’''r • you p.iiid so 
ik’;e ofcner aiMl Craxv Jaiie*, 

ycio Uo«t /ofo? who whs 

v-'i'i o you — “Biilp oil ! iny uomtku’v I si so 
Ba« 5 V ! ^ ciiiil ttinH she |]^fu^'i^ 3 i• d Su,T liaficl, 
as ff vfitii a Heuisaiioii of pain* ag«irist 
lici' .foreliciicL 

"^Yoiitokl me on itiaiv night/' con- 
tiniiud Joipitdufii Oarriahie. that yon 
wanti'Kl la sisk me Korncs ^pirMtiorn^,/ If 
you tike to fiiiii them now, i will gives 
you any iDforsypviiioti tlnit ilea in my 
power'-'" 

'* Tkni lady/’ said Crazy .fane, keop- 
nig liev fifii! fovolml ripons the 

graveston©.— wtw sho not mad? did I 
not hcpir yen say that ii ivaB ii deep, 
siients iToeding fiuuinopi! Ye*h yea I 
■?^-!or.e vr-r- Hici woi'cla ! ’’ ufifd t.ho poof 
ereanara, vdoih o rai(!dc!i exiiltotion at 
having reeulleeted ttienp 

*to\ad '.r/iut I wiiici \vm:« file truth/' 
auBwered J*a: Oarnalda* *’* It was 
a Slid tale-- a, nil ii I ; hetughi' you eoulcl 
uiukai.i|.iiid «jr fellow luy wtirilM while 
I tell it— 

I slml! ujiclorataiHl it/* inte^Tiipicci 
Jane* ** Yes— ray mind \'A eiujirer now— 
?B 3 ' ideoH are eodtc'^cd-d. Hliall he able 
to listen 'fo you. Prociied, before the 
ebjud agaifi corevH o'ver me *' 

You it?e thul stuiio hears flie dato of 
Oetotuf. 18, lu/* hegau the fcxtoim but# 

it was iu the lugicaiing of the game year 
— therefore a iimiter ct eight immtlm 
before that rhiie-- that as i wfih coming 
early om moniiug to open fciie church 
to ring the belts for a marriage wiiiofi 
was io take placig 1 saw a feioale lying 
across on© of the graves with her faca 
downwards, 1 hastened lowarda her, 
and iifteiJ her iip« I thought ih© wa« 
dead— sh® was m pule a« m corps©, and 
m cold m otie too* But how hmuU- 
.. f uI I 
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*®A!i, beaiitifal indeed ! mnmared 
Crazy Jane. But. go on — go on. Had 
she, dark kair — long flowing dark liair ? 

In truth she had not at that time,” 
replied the old sexton : for her head 
had been closely shaved 


*® Ohj to out off that beaiitifoh beauti- 
ful hair? ’’exclaimed the mad wooaaii, 
clasping her hands and shaking herself 
as if in rag© from head to foot^ 

Did you know h 0 i\ then ?*’ asked 
old Jonathan eagerly : "" is it possible 
that you knew her ? or do you only 
suspect who she was ? ” 

*‘No matter!’* interrupted Crazy 
Jane impatiently. Proceed, I tell 
you.” 

«« Well,” continued the sextooa glane- 
ing at his singular companion’s eoiiote- 
nance in order to assure himself, &a far 
as he could judge, that she was in a 
suitable frame of mind to hear what he 
had to s-ay® and therefore to render it 
worth while for him to proceed,—*' I 
went and picked up the lady, as I liave 
just told you for a lady she was by 
every appearance, though her dress was 
much travel-soiled and I found that 
she was in a deep swoon. I bore her 
off to the parsonage, which you see 
close by. The rector and his family 
were all absent at the time, on a visit 
to some friends in Lancashire : there 
was no one but a female-servant In the 
house-— but she did her best to recover 
the poor lady from her in?',endbilifcy. 
When she opened her ©y©a~.-** 

•* And those ©yes,” ejaculated Crazy 
Jane eagerly, '‘were large aori dark 
bright, but sweetly expresaiv© ? Oh, 
methinks I see them now 1 and the 
poor creature suddenly burgt forth into 
an agony of convulsive sobs 
' ** Truly this woman musi'. have known 
that lady , well,” thought Jonathan 
Oarnabi© to himself ; and suffering a 
minute or two to elapse until Crazy 
Jane a paroxysm of grief was moderated 
he said slowly and quietly, - Hhe 

best of , my recolieotion the lady kad 
large dark, eyes,: but as for their lustra 
it was gone ■-•and as for their sweetness 
: expresdoQ* it was l(>-4 in the dull 
moancy\of, her' gaze/* 

^ ’’ murmured Cr«zy ■ 
fane. Dh, what must she have suffered I 
rhat must; she.- .have euffe,r6d f And mt/ 
uffermgs -they have be^n as nothing in 

omparisonlDo .you. .mean, old mari-^do 

ou mean that she was mad ? ’ 


“I do/’ answered JoDathr.ii : 
after a pause, he went on go say, “ I was 
teibng you that! c 302 :voyed hrr L’-t) tlie 
parsonage^ v^. Ijoro the «ervaat-girl 
attended upon her; aial 
cam© back ^'o life, it eoi.hi be 

called to C5o?a^C505is£ies.. — : hr “poor 

creature’s mlDd seenisfl fot^dly yone, 
She took BO snore nrih‘o of 
tbao a child of .n’x iUo*s.' : r Id. sip ! 

1 forgot I ^ wIh a 'ia. * o*’ iiiahoMoij 
her, there tyas a, sauhi . '..i hi > ^ wn 

a.!! iV'Ciirt—a. little jei! nvue larijo 
as the pKla-5 cf ycii!- [ruci ami it was 

fasfconod to a. hl.a'li 
neck. Tips, isH f,!,o nsal.l (or 

of oours'^ I i-/ai. jiot jn'enosit iho 

lady Wi!H tjful!. s.-.'i'd — she oiutcii-id with 
a sudden vohr'iiicace, c.-yia;/ (oit, ‘Vo 
no ! you Hbal! not take it' frmi) im > ! -J 
The girl ncFer iwcant to tukc i!u'. h.it; 
away ; aiid then'hire ahe at omai told 
the poor lady not <o ho f,i-h!,e«,..i on 
thii., score. 'i’fiLs the onlv Jldne slio 
seemed (o fak . any n(.:i..> of ; i w laen 
she fouiHi i/iiat tfi© | u\'js salV, Him 
relapsed ij;to i.or duii <h'ad pathetic 
condifjoai, having no fan-i h.r an laid for 
anyllun;,-. A fenrir. r.j; wawsenl for ; nnii 
he said sinit tho poor l i,iy ajijt-rly 

boreffc of her su:3.s..s--th.at h,‘r mind w:m 
a porfcct voij-.-(,'infc her rwa a.,, wan 

totally of,ne Ot ooura- v... .d; JhotiHafc 
that iw her head i* .-i; ved, a!. 
cdcapaul rrom«o.-sn‘ innai.e , di.mi, and 
ili n it woiiid not tiuT. fo," i.o viTv 

ddlunilMo (i.ad on< v/i . r, j .( 

from ISim rtheUa-s, . 

been walk,;,., fur; for h, r dot.-H w,>a^ 

--annhoeoleHolii.,*,' Hd and 

bleeding*” 

Hero 'Crascy Jano ya-n, ,, ,li ,i„n. 

the j omioih.. an. 

8enpt,or, she loan,: Mv-.r ,t uanpi h 
b.tt.oriy Sdv«,-Hl 

until Hho_ Hud.hmiv > ..M.ai her eonntc-’ 
nance agaiii ; and ihmi ,t w.,m a h, .k ho 
altyed-Ho wil<i~,h, t th„ oM n 

now no bB«w ,a tt !r,„,o. 

listen to hia Htnry And i-hn iioriadf 

more now]” . 

What vo,Tl 'bi preset f 
Wh«t y«m Ihv,. umi m impro^^pti r ^ 

-and she pomtfid vchcmcntlv thr.-e or 

four tunes to her forehead ; •• fait my 

bram oonld boar no more } *'--aad th«r# 





was a maniac witdoess fa ber cyee. 

I have already heard too ranch— too 
HSiicjh I Another lime, old rri/:.B, I wdl 
come back asic! hear what r^H'vre yoa ha¥0 
to say. All I yoo took m© for a beggar 
and a memiiea,aty ’’ , she ejaeulateds 
Baddeiily etoppieg short as ?”ili0 was jost 
on the very poiiifc of coaiiog away : then, 
diving tier hand down inta her pocket, 
she brought, forth three or four shillings ; 
and fliiiigifig tlnem towards liias, cried,' 

Go drink to fthe health oti Crazy Jan© I ” 

With thee© words eke luirrjed away ; 
and toTaiiig the angle of the ohorch, 
was lost to til© view of the old sexton, 
who stood gazing after her imti! she 
thus disapjM^arod* 

®* She is a etrango cr^atur©/’ he mut- 
tered to himself, as ha ■ stooped down 
and picked up the eolne : I hope she 
will keep her word and com© back— for 
she evicleotly knows someth 'iog about 
the poor lady« Or 'perhaps after all it 
may oiih/ be a portion of her 'oiadneas ? 
Yet i't wo'iild be sta.’aiige, though* that 
she should know the eoloiir of her hair 
and eyes: for rjow that 1 betlrink me, 
when til© poor lady’s hair did grow 
again* it was black,. I w^orirler whether 

• But we shall see all In good time, 

no doiibt« Cri^zy Jane is pretty sure to 
return. But wh^nre m that precious 
assistant of mine all this while?” 

We will explain 'the real cause of the 
Barker’s somewh&t abrupt disvippcar- 
anoe and prolongad absence, 'under the 
pretext of fetching a mattock from old 
Carnabie's cott»f-; 0 , though't he knew 
perfectly wolf that the implement had 
been loft along with otheis, on iha pto- 
viouB evening, inside the church. porch. 
The fact is, Mr. Barries did not like 
the appearance of the read w'oman. On 
the night that she had so suddenly 
presented hei’Hod to him and the sexton, 
he was smitten ifitii a certain suspicion ; 
and therefore lie had taken very good 
care not to speak a single word, for 'fear 
his voice should be leoognised. When 
she had fled so precipitately, he buoyed 
himself up with the hope that she would 
not return again into that neighbour* 
hood— but that her steps^ as wayward 
and unsettled m her own brain, would 
carry her elsewhere. Now therafor© 
that she re-appeared in the same place, 
he was again seized with alarm. ■; and 
yielding to that terror, had suddenly 
absented himself under the 'pretext 
.which we have .described. lYom the 
window of old Carnabie's cott^e, he 


watched, th© woman and the sexton as 
they filoacl 'hi discourse together in the 
ohrircny ;s,rd : e/ac! m I10 perce'ivod by her 
man^.iier and heo'' g,esi'/ic'olat)ior'iQ that she 
wm miieb ©B-cited, .be feared lest the 
convert : 1 1 i o 11 re g p,, r d 0 rl h i m a e I f ; b u t w h 0 n 
she preoipitateij hurried off again, 
and the sc.xtoii stood in a 'reusing 
maon-er for a .few mioutcB, the Biirker*© 
courage revivc^d. 

” If it was n,i 0 they was talking of,” 
he said to himself, they, would have 
gone oil’ at oooe to rats© the whole 
wiilage aad lint me down like a mad 

clog.*’ 

The .Biirkcir thereupon issued forth 
from the cottage, and .hastened to rejoin 
old Carnabi© ; but we will iiit 0 ,rrapt the 
progress of our narrative for a few 
oio.m8iits, to depict the precise nature of 
the Burker’s apprehenBtons* 

lie ■ huai of course read the news- 
paper-acooimta of Let'tioe Rodney’s trial 
at „Live.rpool ; atal beyond what 'we 
oursolves have recorded o.i.:i that subject 
ia our narr£».tiv©, 'Ihe Journals had given 
several mmiite partieiilars in respect to 
the female w,ho without being bro'ught 
forwa.rd in cou'.rt,. .had nevertheless, 
fchroogli the medium of another species 
of depo3fti.ori5 given so iniportant a turn 
to the ^'proceedings. The catere'is for 
to© public press had described her as a 
poor wandering maniac who had for 
eurne yoiirs been kmnvn in the neigh- 
bourhood of Liverpool ; they had 
delineated her personal appearance, and 
had kidded tiiiifc she was usually known 
by the danemination of Gruzy Jane. All 
thoBo pr.rticiila!8 had Barney the Barker 
read at tho time, for they w©*’© trans- 
ferred from the provincial to the London 
papers ; ami thus wlicm the woman 00 
s’oddaii ly afjpeared before old iJarnabic 
and faiinself in Woodbrldge churchyard, 
he had been smitten with the apprahem 
sion that she %?a8 the ^ person whose 
testimony, presented in writing to the 
Court, had led to the acquittal of 
Lettice Rodney, th© inoaroerafcioa of 
Mrs. Webber, and th© iubaequent arrest 
of himself. Siill th© Barker was not 
completely sure that this woman who 
now haunted the neighbourhood of 
Wood bridge, was in reality Crazy Jane— 
though he had certainly little doubt on 
th© subject. 

He rejoined the old sexton, as we 
have already said ; and a furtive look, 
hastily flung upon Oamabia’s counte- 
nance, convinced the miscreant tha| 



Eothing dwagi’seabia or thK?atsaiag Jiati 
tranapfred ia raferoaee to iiiiBselL 

“ ?/eli, wher:-) is t^e msfctoofc s aatt:i:l 
Jonathan, ao'tn6T.?faati sariii.f : lyhau 

mada jou sooin a long tim.o in iociiin;; 

forifcl” _ i f. 

It was i>efoa'5is@ 1 con in mou 



it that I stiaysd so loogs' aiiBwcrc-nA --liue 
Barker, and now I roi3oll3et., it'd along 
with tVother livings Iei th© porcn 
But jQu'wB had that poor .nn^.d rn’e;vtor/' a 
chattering away with jou at a gaJi-jws' 
rater’ 

oaa'cdighiij make her cmv ya- 
aponded th© 020013 1 sne is ■t-i'B ;j 6 " 
men ted as on® oan be Moine ref-ipacte 
—and yet she seem^ sra if^she had a rort 
of lucidity on one aobleetn"’ 

And what/^s that ! ” ioquu’ed t'lia 
Barker, as if with an bit of iotkller- 
eaoe* 

«‘Why, about the poor lady thoo', m 
burled here/’ replied JooaiDlian, 
to the grave headed by tbo^ stoiio with 
' the concise irisorlption- '‘It or 

if bIio knew tiiaij lady s aiiid co 1 wv.© 
telling her the Bad rcHOOj:otii5 wtory— 
which, by the bye, I proMiwed to narr^vtc 
to you on© of these days — 

«‘WeiIs but she bolted away ^gmi 
like mad/* kitorjeoted tlio Bark(5r.. 

Like madg a-s she aasiu’edly is I re- 
joined the sex’^on' I was oa'y h:ill; 
through the story -“-sha r^ut arji:jh cr'^cifeod 
— said she would oo^Tie back winothur Jay 
— and hawied ot! piecipitatvly. * 

*«I thought you raec^nt to porfcH'inJc 
her to get out of the pra'ish aii.ogoiiief, * 
observed Bara0@» as you wouldsdfc have 
BO wagE’aiita and waggaboa© mendio, 
here 1 ’* 

■ ‘‘ A vagrant ill© may be* poor erau- 
ture! *' said Jonathan^ ia a oompai^oJon- 
ating ton©—"' and a vaga.bon<i. too for 
that matter ; for tb© terms merely mem 
a wanderer without a settled home: but 
a meEdioanti she is not. She. Iiaa plenty 
■of money — 

‘‘'Flenty of money, eii f ** said -tha 
Barker. Where the deuee eould she 
get it from ? 

■ ■ That she did not tel! rii©/’ answered 
Jonathans ‘“but she threw me a—a — 
six pence— telling im to drink her 
health; and so you and Iwillhaveii' 
drop of' beer presell tly, when we 'have 
finished our mommg*s work/'* 

“ It must have been ■ a sixpeno© in 
halfpence t^iough/’ thought the Barker 
to himself ; “ for I saw you stoop ^©veml 
times, old feller, to pick the coins up ; 
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“'1 liiiuuhl rav/u'iAr uuaa Uul I ’* 
ejacaiubod tlia ihirkAf,\ m iic ivalki^l im 
by tlio iiscxtiiii B i,Jiua 

The two iiteii pro-'M’Jii |u iliv 

aucamy|jsh'iii5:Avt of -work hail 

in hiuui : but ail the the Ihiikrr 

wa*i em^Joyvi Ui dsqghiy a fur 

Boma rueeuti} docuiaul villain r, ho A’Ui 
doiiberaiifig whh himemf hjhju tin’ luuilci 
of excouting the liiJtioiii parpui^i.! iia luj# 
enterUdnou* I’ha toil tuuitiuiiivi iili 
mkinivy— at wliiidi hnur J oJUai 
rolurwl to his owitige; whila ihc Ihirkcr 
proceoihai to tlio public i*ou«u I© fi^teh 
as inuoli beer as might# bj puroh .rtiid 
with the sixpence wliiuii Jouiitban guvo 
him, uimI which he ropruieniud m the 
extent ol Cltmy Jane's gratuity* After 
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dinner the old eexton had some business 
to transact in the village; and the 
Barker’s tinae was now at his own 
disposal. He repaired to the church- 
yard, so that in case Jonathan should 
return earlier than he had intimated, he 
inight at once bo found; — and lighting 
his pipe, he threw himself on the grass 
in the shade of a high tombstone ; for 
the day was exceedingly sultry, and the 
sunheams poured down with all their 
unolouded torrid strength. Blinging off 
his hat, the Barker covered his head 
with an old cotton handkerchief, and 
thus made himself as comfortable as 
possible, while enjoying his pipe and 
giving way to his reflections. 

It will be necessary to observe that 
since the Barker had been in Jonathan 
Carnabie’s service, he had occupied a 
little outhouse—or we might rather say 
a shed, attached to the sexton’s cottage, 
and in which a truckle bed-stead had 
been placed for his accommodation. 
Mr. Barnes was soon in a condition to 
judge by Jonathan’s habits that he was 
economical and saving : and he more 
than suspected that tire old man had a 
little hoard in his cottage. Already had 
the idea flitted across his brain that if 
he could acquire a positive certainty on 
the point, he would help himself to the 
treasure— for treasure it would prove 
to him, no matter how small the 
amount,— and he might then betake 
himself to another district, or else get 
out of the country altogether. Now 
therefore that the Barker’s alarm was 
excited in respect to the appearance of 
Crazy Jane in the neighbourhood of the 
village of Woodbridge, he was resolved 
to achieve that crime of which ho had 
hitherto but vaguely and dimly thought. 
But if he could also possess himself of 
Crazy Jane’s money, it would be an 
addition to the store he anticipated to 
derive from the other quarter ; and the 
Barker was not a man to atiok at a 
couple of Crimea— no, nor a dozen either 
—if he could only thereby improve his 
present depressed condition. 

While thus reflecting, and utterly 
nnauapioious of the possibility of being 
overheard, Barney began to give audible 
expression to his thoughts, 

" Yea,” he said, while leisurely 
smoking his pipe, '•Woodbridge is 
getting a precious eight too hot bo hold 
such a popular gen’leman as myself ; 
and I must take my precious osroase off 
0—3 


to another part of the world. That old 
scoundrel Carnahie is warm— I know he 
is ; and I'll ferret out his hoard before I 
am a night older- If so be he wakes up 
--well then, there’s the mattock, or the 
spade, or the crow-bar as wjli deuced 
soon cook his goose for him. And then 
that accursed she-devil Crazy Jane, 
which sp’iled all the hash at Liverpool— 
I shall like to give her a topper on the 
head— and by jingo. I’ll do it too ! ” 

Having come to this most corafortiriw 
conclusion, the Barker re-fllled his pipe® 
and a person who had been standing 
behind a tombstone, glided niselesslv 
away over the long grass. That person 
was Crazy Jane, After a few hours’ 
interval since her discourse with 
Carnahie, she had returned to the 
churchyard in a lucid state of mind 
again, and in the hope of finding him 
that he might finish hia narrative re- 
lative to the unknown lady who slept 
beneith the turf for which he had 
evinced so much care, unrecompensed 
and unrewarded, throughout so many 
years. But while wandering amidst the 
tombstones in the hope of finding 
Carnahie, Crazy Jane had caught a 
glimpse of the Burker’s form ; and at 
once recognising him as the man whom 
she had seen with Jonathan, she 
thought of inquiring where the sexton 
WHS I Sho bliici ftpl'ifOliC ^(^cl 
noiselessly and unperecived, though she 
had not at first studied this degree of 
caution: just as she was about to 
address him. he began to apeak ; and his 
voice struck her with an effect as if a 
heavy blow had been dealt her. She 
know it at once : it was that of the man 
whom she had. heard eouveraing with 
Mrs, Webber at the buok gate of Pol» 
lard’s house at Liverpool, on the night 
when the murder of that unfortunate 
gentleman was aooomplished. Graay 
Jane glided behind the tombstone, and 
listened in dumb horror to the words of 
unmistakable menace that issued from 
the villain’s lips. When he had oeased 
speaking, she glided away, as already 
stated; and this- time she did study 
to pursue her path as noiselessly m 
possible. 
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CHAPTER LXXXV. 

WOODBEIDGEo 

It wae eiglafc o'clock in the evenissgs 
■ when a poat-ohaiee drove into the little 
Tillage of woodbrldge*, and' stopped at 
the iDD* A single traveller alighted-— 
and this was Mi% RedcliHe* 

In answer to the Inquiries of the 
landlord, he stated that he might remain 
a day cr two in that place ; and he 
nodded an assent to the proposal that 
refresh rrents should be at once served 
up. These however he scarcely touched, 
and presently strolled forth to woo the 
, gentle breeze of the eveningj and 
perhaps to seek som© solitude where for 
a, while ho might be alone with hie own 
thoughts. He had certain inquiries to 
make in this neighbourhood ; but he 
postponed theni until the morrow — for 
his reflections do ring the day's 
travelling bads as was indeed often the 
case with ■ the unhappy gentleman, 
excited his feelings to the extretnest 
degree of tension. 

His steps took him towards the 
churchyard ; it was now a little past 
nine o'clock— the evening was beauti- 
fully clear— and slowly did Mr. Red- 
oliffe pursue his way through th© 
cemetery, contemplatiog the grave- 
stone's Presently his eyes settled upon 
that particular one which has-been so 
often mentioned, and which bore th© 
inscription of Ododer, 1830. Jonathan 
Carnabie's care had recently blackened 
the ^ indented letters forming this 
^ inscription ; so that it was plainly 
visible on the gleaming white surface of 
the stone. Mr. Redciiffe was naturally 
struck by the singular brevity of this 
graven memorial of the buriad dead ; 
and the date too appeared to give a 
thrilling keenness to the memories that 
were floating In h|g mind, 

^‘Singular epitaph!*' h-e said 'in an 
audible tone: wherefore the absence 
: or any name to indicate to the passerby 
who repoaes beneath ? Was it that the 
dead who lies here, was, when livini?. so 
stained with crime that surviriag 

re atives, though bestowing the riaht of 
solemn obsequies, yet dared not 

perpetuate a name that guilt had 

rendered infamous? And yet it oan 

scarcely be so: for if it were, the 
remains of this unnamed one would 

^ sepulture in oon. 

seorated ground ! 


At that instant Mr. Bedolille beoamc 
aware of a human form approaching 
along the walk intersecting the church* 
yard : he saw that it was the form of a 
woman — and a second glance made him 
start and ejaculate, ‘Ah! of the 
objects of my search 1 ” 

“ Mr. Redciiffe,” eaid Crazy Jane — for 
she indeed it was — ain! alio firt'sonl.ed 
herself with no greeting of (iouriesv, nor 
with any apology for her ahrujit and 
secret withdrawal from the aH^lmn 
which he had provided for her after the 
trial of Lettice Rodney,-- “ Mr Hed- 
cliffe, there lies the one ooneemirig 
whom you have twice or thrice sLoken 
to me ! ” 

Crazy Jane pointed with her lank arm 
to the grave; and Rediditle, hastily 
turning aside, coneonled from the 
woman’s view the unutterable eiuotJona 
which had suddenly found silent 
but eloquent expression in his 
countenance. 

" Then she is dead ! ” he at length 
lowly murmured to himself; but the 
woman heard not what he said, “ How 
know you,” he inquired, after another 
pause of nearly a minute,—" how know 
you that she lies here ? ” 

“ You yourself shall know it from the 
same source whence i learnt if " 
answered Jano » 0 Mr Kedeliffe ! ’l 
am not mad at this iiiuinent. No, no I 
—never, never for long years have I 
understood myself so well as at this 
instant! — no, not oven ivhoii felling ,iil 
I knew to the magistrates and yourseif 
in respect to the horrible murder at 
Liverpool ! t hoard things this nnirn* 
mg.’] she contimaed, slowly and gravely, 
and m a perfeotly collected manner, 

‘ which have made me rclloct in a way 
that I have not reflected befoi-o for » 
long, long time. A chang- has taken 
place within roe. I fed it 

fi j **«*■ brow; 

and 1 feel it here, too.” she ttWed, 
placing her hand upon her heart. 

I am rejoiced to hear you tbai 
epak, Jane ! ” replied Redciiffe ; but 
though he spoke of joy, there was 
nevertheless a deep sadness in his tone, 

of hfe hearr foantaias 

fj! Pfoossd®** the womao, “ I 

.k 5 ecoomplish, 

erased though I were—a mission to 
discover the fate of my beloved mil* 
tress; and atthe very time »heo ml 

tkeght m, (oohip. 
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waj wards iieaveii itself was guiding 
them towards the spot where the 
mystery was to be solved I 

** Buts Oil ! how is this mystery 
solved ? ” asked Redoiiffe, in a voice 
where pathos, and aognish, and suspense 
were so commingled that they seemed 
to give to hffl accents a new tone, and 
at the same time the moornfui workings 
of his counteDaiice expressed such 
kindred feelings that they appeared to 
give it a new aspect* 

Jane started aa if something had 
suddenly galvanized her— as if some 
long slumbering memory of the past was 
now all in an instant awakened ; and 
with a species of dismayed suspense, 
strangely blended with a wondering 
joy that dared not have faith in the 
source of its own existence, her eyes 
were fixed' keenly and searohioglj upon 
him. 

Good heavens ! she ejaculated, is 
it possible ? Oh ! what wild ideas are 
these ?— ideas of the long lost— yea, 

even of the dead 

** Hush, Jane— hush ! said M.r. Red- 
ciiffe : for heaven’s sake hush I I see 
that you know' me 1 ’’ 

“ Yea— as if by an inspiration I ex- 
claimed the woman, her eyes brighten- 
ing vividly with the very feeling which 
she bad just expressed. “ But tell me— 
Oh ! tell mo/’ she instantaneously 
ejaculated, aa another reminisceoca 
flashed forcibly to her mind,— you did 

not— no, you did not- 

“Hush, Jane! I know what you 
inean/^ interrupted Eedcliffe. “ No f— 
that heaven above wdilcjh smiles upon m 
in its star-lit beauty^ can attest— — ” 

** Enough, fninigh ! murmured Jane: 
•*I believe you— Oh» 1 believe you! ’’ — 
and sinking down at hi« feet, she em- 
braced his knees, sobbing with a variety 
of oonflioting feelings, Wt amidst 
which a stiil wondering joy was the 
prinoipat 

^•Rise, my poor woman/' said Mr* 
Eedcliffe, so profoundly affected that 
the tears were streaming down his 
cheeks; rise, I say faithful— Oh, too 
faithful Janet— io faithful to the me- 
mory of your beloved miitress that your 
reason has reeled and tottered, and been 
weibnigh wrecked utterly I Eiis: it is 
not to me that vou must kneel— But 
we should botn kneel— and here too I ** 
he iMided, pointing towards the nameless 
pave. 


“ I have been kneeling there this 
0 veaiii|t|/'’ answered Jane: “I have 
watered that turf wirJi my tears, for I 
know whose remains lie beneath ! And I 
invoked the sainted spirit of 1B37 beloved 
mistress— for a sa4nfc in heaven I know 
she must be !— I invoked, her Bainted 
spirit, I aay to intercede at th© throne 
of Eternal Grace that my reason might 
b© given back to me— and a soft voice 
seemed to whisper in my ear that the 
prayer was heard and that the boon I 
craved was granted ! Then I arose from 
over the tiirf of that grave; and I was 
departing, when I beheld the form of 
some one stop her© to contemplate the 
ston©. I beheld you Bfcand awhile on 
this spot— I marvelled who he could be 
that thus shared with me the deep, deep 
interest I fee! in this grave : I approach- 
ed— I recognised you/' 

now will you tell me, Jane/* 
asked Mr. Redcliffe, who had listened 
with profoiiiidest emotions to her state- 
ment — “will you tell me wheoee yon 
learnt sufficient to convince you — — 

Mr. Redcllff© — for b}'' that name 
will I still ©all you/' interrupted Jane, 
a sudden remioiscence striking her— 
there la this night a human life to be 
saved— and he who shall be thus saved, 
will tell you all I My knowledge' of 
everything ie but yet partial: the tale 
to which I listened remains imfiniihed 


“ And this life that ia^ to be saved f 
said Mr. Eedcliffe apprehonding for a 
moment that the poor oreaturcJs in- 
tellect was wandering again : and he 
gazed upon h^^r anxioiiBly to see if hia 
alarming surmise was well founded. 

“ No, no! she exclaimed, penetrat- 
ing what was passing in his mind ; my 
reason errs not again I It is as I assure 
you. In that cottage dwells the sexton, 
who can tell you the tale of this perish- 
ed one’s hapless fate ; and Ms life is in 
danger — for the miscreant who did the 
dead at Liverpool, is in the neighbour* 
hood-~-h© is there ! ” 

** What 1 ©faoulated Eedcliffe ; **Bar- 
nesa — ^tfae murderer of FolIard~tb© man 
who escaped from gaol~~*' 

•* He ii there 1 responded Jaudi 
pointing towards the cottage; and he 
oontempiatei another crime. I waa 
determined to frustrate it;^ — ^that very 
instant when I encountered you, was I 
about to repair to the village and invoke 
the aid of perions there to capture th# 
murderer* i had been thtoking " im 
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hoare how I should best prevent the 
new orim© and hand over the perpetra- 
tor of the old one to fustioe : for I 
feared— -alas 1 I feared that whatsoever 
I might sav would be taken only th© 
ravings of a poor crazed creature ! 

We will at once adopt measures I ” 
ejaculated Eeddiffe. Com© with me 1 
Henceforth yon mnst not b© a wanderar! 

Come- Blit first of all one instaot“s 

devotion here I 

Thus speakiogp he threw himself 
upon his knees by the side of the grave 
of the unnamed one : he bent over the 
turf-— “he covered his face with bis hands 
—and JanSs who stood at a short 
distance, could hear the convulsive sobs 
that came from his troubled breast. 
When he slowly arose from his suppli- 
ant posture, his countenancej, as the 
moonlight fell upon it, was ghastly 
pale : but yet it was not convulsed — it 
now wore the esjpression of a deep, 
sereneg resigned moorofiilness. 

He and Jane, issuing from the ehurob- 
yard, proceeded together in the direc- 
tion of the village; and while walking 
thither, Mr. Redoliffe asked, ** Where- 
fore did you leave that asylum which I 
provided for you, and where the 
people, though in humble oircurnstrances, 
were so kind and good to you ? 

Have I not said, Mr. Redclllie/^ re- 
sponded his companion, '‘that I felt 
there was a mission to be fulfilled— and 
that by m© it must be accomplished ? I 
knew that if I asked permission to leave 
that home which you provided for me, 
it would be refused; I therefore stole 
away, taking with me the contents of 

P™® yoM so generously left me. 
And then, on becoming a wanderer 
again, I procured for myself the mean 
apparel which became a wanderer’s 
condition* 

Enough, enough, Jane I ’’ interrupt- 
ed Mr. Redohm ''I was wrong to 
question you op the subject : I should 
have comprehended how your unweary- 
ing devotion to the memory of your 
beloved mistress would have thus 
rendered you a wanderer until you bad 
ascertained her fate. And I too have 
.been a wanderer !” said Mr. Redoliffe. 

but latterly to seek for you likewise, 
smoe I learnt your sudden flight from 
the cottage near Liverpool. It was not 
accident— it was heaven itself that 
brought me to this seoluded village, that 
i might meet with youi and through you 


learn the solution of that sad and 
long-enduriog mystery I '' 

They now eotered tfic^ iilr*4e; arid 
tli0 landlord of the lif-tio Lnii m 
tooished wheu lio beheld alt.’ new 
returoiog in the eonipMiiv of fcliaj 
Bfcrange and gipsy-like \?niie!!i. 

Mr, Eedclilte, at onee niuiking liirii nf 
imperative aigu to «Hk fjo c|iierf|.if)i3g^ 
said, ' Let your \>ifr tak(^ (di:ir'!:o o( 
this female, and siirroiuid fi-T wit h nii 
possible attentions. Let enitahle ap. 
parel bo provided for lier ■ -troat Imr at 
you would treat a gye.st who llonri hod g 
wall filled piirBe boforo jour oyoH’-bai 
beware fiow you or any one iKdoo^irig t,u 
you qiieBtiori hor |y f 

The landlord bow(*d«~;}|i!f a, I onm 
summoned liis wib*, whom Juaie a,fnom* 
paoied with the docile olnniioiieo of 
complete liieidifey, as well as of a bearl 
full of gratitude towards iim author cJ 
this renewed kindness on her behoif. 

Now, said Mr. Redidillio *‘a word 
with you, landlord ! -aiitl be betdvonccl 
the mao into the parb-uir whirh bo wii^ 
occupying at the ion. Have yon tlie 
courage to accompany Fiied’ liu imjiiired, 
“00 a venture that will put one hiimircfi 
pounds in your poedeet 
The landlord— wluj wn« a utout, 
powerfuliy built nmn, of about forty 
years of age— opened hi^ wiiie will 
astonishmerit ; and then saidf ‘M 
hundred pgundiy sir ? I have courage u 
do anything for such a. reward/’ 

Then come wubh me aiiHWi‘re‘! 
liedcHffc “Procure a afoul; eor/p - 
breathe not a syllable fo your wile -ooH 
the money will be yuuis.^ 1 will eafiiain 
myself fully m we proeaiedd* 

But the landlord stood hesifaf ing : he 
did not e-wdly kijKHV whether fo believe 
that it was all right and cf.ruiglitforwiiri .1 
or whether it were some lawdein ad von* 
tur© into whioh his guest sought, to drag 

“A felon has escaped frcMU the handi 
of justio©/’ said Mr. Rodnlilfo aiiiokly: 
**the Government him oifefcnl lifty 
pounds for his apprehaiwioii*-ttie iMilho* 
rities of Liverpool a like sum— and all 
this reward shall be yoiirg! Now will 
you accompany me? 

sir," annw-arod iht 
landlord, hia heaitutioii vaniabiug ia a 

moment: “ and I bog yotir pardon ’* 

intwrupted Mr. ii«d. 
ohffe “Prooaro the eonj-oonoeai it 
about yoar pewioa—and follow me 
wilboBt delay, I ibaii irsik ilowly 
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througli the ¥illage In the direction of 
the charohyard/® 

But would it ii,ofc be better* sir/* in-^ 
quired the landlord* ‘Ho take pistols 
with 118 ? 

«® I have them/' rejoined Mr. Red- 
oliffe : and oiilockiog a mahogany case* 
he produced a pair of small double 
barrelled rifle pistols, whioh he at once 
secured about his person. 

He then iseued forth from the room ; 
and leaving the inn* proceeded slowly 
along the street. In a few minutes he 
was joitied by the landlord, who inti- 
mated that he had with him a cord 
whioh would effectually bind the 
miscreant’s limbs when he should be 
captured. He carried in his hand a. 
stout staff or bludgeon : but Mr. 
Redoliffe said to him, ‘‘We must take 
the man alive : it m not for us to 
anticipate the blow which Justice has to 
deal.** 

“ And if in self-defence ? *’ said the 
landlo’^d. 

“ That is different,” replied Mr. 
Redcliffe. 

<» And pray who may this man be 
sir ? *’ 

You have heard of the dreadful 
murder 'at Liverpool several months 
back — you know probably that one of 
the assassins esaapad- — -** 

“What ! the notorious Barney the 
Barker?” ejaculated the landlord^ 

“ The vary same;* returned Red- 
oiiffe; “doubtless you have seen him 
too. Know you the assistant of our 
sexton here ? ’ * 

“Wall,” exclaimed the landlord, 
stopping auddeoly short, “if I didn’t 
always say that the fellow had the most 
hang-dog countenance 

“Com© quick I ” exclaimed Red- 
cliffe: “or another murder may be 
committed era our object be accom- 
plished “ 

They walked on together; and on 
coming within view of the old saxtorTs 
cottage they perceived a light glim- 
mering through one of the ground-floor 
windows. At that very instant the 
form of a man passed in front of that 
window, obscuring the light for a 
moment: and Hedeliffe again said, 
“ Come quick I 

^ The cottage stood in the midst of a 
little garden, separated by a low paling 
from the lane by which it was approach- 
ed : the shed occupied by the Barker 
was in a yard at the back* The lane 


itself' was fcoimded by a hedge, which 
ceased at the commencement of the 
paling : — and there, within the shade of 
that hedge^ Mr. Redcliffe and that 
landlord paused to reconnoitre the pre- 
mises. Some one was knockiog at the 
door with his kiiuekies: they had no 
doubt it was the eaaie parson whom 
they had seen passed by the window-— 
they suspected it might be the Biirker— 
but they could not be sore,- for there 
was a little portico formed with trellis- 
work and covered with jasmioe, in the 
deep shade of which stood the person 
who was thus knocking at the cottage 
door. 

The Biirker hoivever it was ; and we 
will for the present follow him and his 
proceedings. His coat was buttoned 
around him ; and beneath it he had a 
crowbar concealed. Tht^ fellow had 
thought to do this murderous work thus 
early in the night— for it was little more 
than half-past-ten— in order that he 
might have many hours in which to 
place a considerable distance between 
himself and Woodbridge ere the lout 
deed should be discovered. As for 
Crazy Jane — if he found liar not wander- 
ing in the neighbourhood after the 
aocomplishnieat ol the orfme which h© 
meditated, he would abandon his 
projects in respect to herself altogether, 
rather than waste valuable time and 
run additional risk by searching after 
her. 

Barney the Barker knocked, as we 
have said, at rl'onathan Oirnabie's door. 
The old man 'was reading in his htfclo 
parlour when the Biimmons reached his 
ear; and taking up the liglifc, he pro- 
ceeded as far as the door — which he did 
not bo wearer oneu. 

“ Who is ft i ” ho asked from within , 

“It’s me sir,” replied the Barker; 
and his voice was heard by Me. Red- 
cliffe and tha laodiord— the latter of 
whom immediately recognising it (for 
h© had on one occasion spoken to the 
man) intimated the same in a low 
hurried whisper to Mr. Redcliffe* 

. “ Come,” said this gentleman, also in 
a whispering tone, “ let us creep 
stealthily along the paling:”— for he 
knew that if the fellow^s suapijiocii 
were excited, he would at onoe turn 
and fly* 

“ And what do you want f ” asked 
Jonathan Oarnsbie from within* 

“ There’s a massage just oome down 
from the willage/* responded the 
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Biirker; and tii© boy whicb brought 
ifi is a-Fa.fiitiog hare to ipeak to you 
hls-self/" " ■ 

^*Aad how caoie you up at this 
hour f foqiiired Joeathao® still without 
opeokig the door : not that the old mao 
had aay rea-soa to suspect a sinister 
motiVe 00 the part of his assistant— but 
his long Ilf". L'i;t of self-s0olosioiij and 
perhaps the litlle circumstance that h© 
really did por^sess a small hoard of gold, 
had rendered him partioularly cautious. 

I didn’t feel ioeliaed to sleep/’ 
answered the Borker; I took a 
walk tliFOUglu the churchryard to make 
sure there was ko body snatchers ; and 
as I was a-com.ing back, I met this here 
little bojo” 

AH riglil; I ” answered Carnabie : 
and the door opening., the old man was 
dfscernecb carrying a oandl© in' his 
hand. 

The Barker at once pushed himself 
in then there was a rush of footsteps 
imoiedfately after him'— -the crow-bar 
' dropped from benoath the coat which 
‘ the miscreant, thim suddenly startled, 
had unbottoned in readiness ; and in the 
twinkling of an eye a pistol was levelled 
at his while fa hja oar resounded 

the terrible wor'ds^ surrender or you 
are a dead osan I ’’ 

It was Mr. Redoliffe who had seized 
npon him with one hand while with the 
other presented the weapon. The 
landlord— who was either confused by 
the suddennoes of the proceeding or 
else whose vaunted ooiirago became 
paralysed in a moment at the sight of 
the teroeiosis oounfcenance of the Barker 
— fnmyied to produce the cord from 
beneath his garments : but though close 
at his loader’s heels, he did not render 
^ompt anocour in securing the villain. 
With one terridc howl of rage the Barker 
borsfc from Mr. Redclifle s grasp, at the 

Sol *'^wh- hand the 

instantaneously exploded, 

oltef IwTT any mis- 

phiet. ihe dilatory or dastard landlord 

was dashed violently to the ground, as 
the Burkersped past with the fury and 
power of a mad bull, ^ 

pist^n^” ft/ * ^ have another 

pmty 1 eiaculated Kedcl-ffe, who had 

Setr merely Lust 

vidently against the door-post. 

did^ Ha Barker made no response— nor 

?uLd Jr? “andate; but on he 
wJ!rwi that was almost 

neredible,. Mr. Redoliffe pursued 


oaiJing the laiidJord lo join in the ohai 
Without waiting to 309 whether ho w. 
obeyed, Mr. Badoliffo darted forward 
the same time drawing forth his rr-mat 

ing weapon, which ho ‘did j„>t, howev 
immediatelv use. But, iindin^ fhat ti 
assassin, goaded by his dcHperafo c.irout 
stances, whs fleeing moro qiiickly th* 
he was enabled to follow, li« 
one of the bullets uf tin. doubio-hurol 
pjstol, with the aim /uul (by iateut 
wounding the rnflian in tho hju;. ' { 
ball missed; and on sped Birriey. 1 
second bullet was sent tlyino .iftri.' hii 
this likewise failed. But aH u! a sudd 
the river revealed itself in Ua niiit 
^Iver brightneH.s to Mr Medeiiffii'H vk 
He heard footsteps hehiiid liim, 
glance thrown over his shouider. hIiowi 
him that the landlord was foliovviito. 
and he exclaimed. “Quick, quick! be 
in our power.” 

But the next momont the Burlw 
plunged into the river His .lark for 
was seen fl.r a moment Htra..riS 
amidst the eddies whicli his loui’j h« 
thus created; and then it, di.s ipp!,/; 
from the view. ,.\ very liiQu 
down, a row of trees skirtml imoh huni 
overhanging the river so far as to shii 
out the clour starlight, and thus thrai 
all that portion of the «trtui,n for 
couple uf hundred yards into tt 
deepest. h|a<.ke.st gloom. Keddiffe »bi 
the landlord hurried ahmg Urn ham 

strauung tho.r eyes to peep (hf.mgh 

dense foliage ami catoli a giimpso i 
possible of the w.aters tHmouth— -hut *■ 

like thafe of a or forii 

of waters ; and amidst that dept! 

of gloom they ran to and fro along \y 
bank Within and 'wyond the range o' 
the trees.-KedeMo being roadv I 

snri„7 1 Barker h 

spring in an 1 grapple with him, Rm 

mmdmrf of 4i 


OHAPTEE LXXXVI. 

THK K)Ui{ SyitKHS. 


AA^kf- the iumptuoai 

L “1 a"S“ 

in London; and we muefc attain L 
trodaoe our readers to (be so® rtmeS 
wbioh oommunioated bv “ 
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mirror-oontrived door with the French- 
man’s house adjoining. 

In this room we shall find four 
beautiful girls, as on the first occasion 
when the reader was initiated in the 
mysteries of this temple of voluptuous- 
ness : but of these present four, two 
were new importations to the French- 
woman's house of fashionable infamy. 
Armantine, the French girl, was still 
there : Linda, the German girl, was 
likewise still an inmate of the same 
place : — the other to have yet to be 
described. All four were osqusitively 
dressed in evening toilet ; their charms 
were displayed —we can scarcely say to 
the utmost advantage, for t/m implies a 
consistency with that modesty without 
which beauty loses half its fascination ; 
but those lovely contours of bust were 
exposed in a miinner tBfet left but little 
more to be revealed. And as if too by 
that which was originally a study, but 
which had now beootne a haliit, the 
attitudes of those four girls were full of 
a voluptuous abandonment : so that if 
they had been sitting to an artist who 
sought to depict four different personifi- 
cations of luxurious sensuousnees they 
could not possibly have chosen better 
positions — nor could better models have 
been selected- 

“Yet there was nothing of the 
absolute grossness of the ordinary 
houses of infamy, nor of the manner 
of their inmates, dieoernible in that 
room nor on the part of those four 
young women. The furniture was all 
sumptuous— lu-Kurious too, even to the 
carving out of oriental ideas of such 
luxury : but no immodest pictures wore 
suspended to the walls — it might have 
been a room in any palatial mansion 
the respectability of which was above 
the breath of scandal. Besides, there 
was an elegance of taste and an air of 
refinement presiding over the entire 
appointments of the room : while the 
sideboard was covered with the choicest 
wines and the most delicate confection- 
ary, as well as a variety of fruits— but 
there was no eager rushing on the part 
of the young females to the sideboard ; 
and the tempting refreshments remained 
there comparatively unheeded. — thus 
Bvidenoing that the inmates of the room 
were accustomed to these and all other 
luxuries. 

“ Then, as for the attitudes of the 
jlrhi themselves, it is true that, as we 
iave already said, they were replete 


with a voluptuous abandoninoiit, amd 
the charms of those love!"; crcfttures 
were moat meretrioiously displayed. 
Still, even here there y/as a gloaa of 
refinenaent over an eleiiraafc nolisli 
wliioli showed that they had al! been 
ladles once, in the eonimon 
of the term, wliatove? nLifsno tliey 
merited now* The Vidyoli 

from their infanoy was th<c'sr"s was dfrj* 
cernible in their ro:inne,rs : then* wins 
nothing improper thoif dkJeoj;.rse»- 
nor had their looks tI.\o hold harddiooci 
of a gross and vulgar Iia,rh-4.rv. For a 
scene of iniquity, it was ceriainly one 
of the most fascifiatiiig that cjonld 
possibly be presented to the view ; and 
certainly the best eomposod aiuJ the 
best appointed frs all Ub details within 
the limits of the nf,oc!ern But 

then Madame Angeliqno iiacr ever 
taken great pride m w lifit she was 
presumptuous eooiigli to style the 
‘respectability of her esf,al,jhflliLient ; 
and as she treated the young tiomen 
like ladies, and enforced tfia same 
demeanour on the pait of the female 
domestics towards them, ilsoy on their 
own part had a certain pride in 
maintaining a sui table ilccort'im of 
conversation and nianiiera amongst 
themselves, 

W© will now go a litilo meue into 
detail^ Lindas the (Jefiu.iii g'rl, was 
reclhiing upon an Oilomafi, m 
toying with hor fair 'miked 

arms and ^ almcst completely fiared 
bosom exhibiting the sniiidoss win!© of 
a lovely complexion There mnM an 
unspeakable languor about, her i atira 
form I ^aiid her eensuoiiH aJiandmiii/ent of 
atlltud© was clisplayeil with all itti most 
ravishingly dangoroiis <!.diaractciil3tlog* 
Armantine, the French girl with her 
dark gbsey hair arniiigad in banii-i, and 
she herself perhaps the bard mrrstri* 
oioualy attired of Hio whole four— 
lookiagi too# more sweetly and pomsivioly* 
lovely, though lovelier us to aotiial 
charms she was not. for it were 
impossible ^to aw'arcl the palm to any 
one In particular,— ‘Armantine^ wo say# 
was placed in a settee near the German 
girl# with whom she principally 
cemveraed, 

^ ^ In a large rnnhiomd chair, languith- 
ingly reelioed the third of these i^yreni# 
beauty, though stiff quite 
youthful, and with, all the freshiiesa of 
youth Wooing upon her rich luxuriant 
onarmg. There wm an air of eentuoni 





indolence about this gW was 

different from that of the German ; it 
was ^the waking dreaminess of a 
Juxunous temperameat that appeared to 
be softly abandoning itself to voluptuous 
reveries She was a native of England ; 
and had only recently passed from the 
keeping of a nobleman,~who first 
seduced her from a genteel and 
happy home, —into Msdame Angelique’s 
fashionable tempi© of infamy, Bufe. jqq 
remorse had she on account of the hime 
she had left-or at least, if such a 
feeling were really in her bosom, she 
displayed it not : for blended with that 

air of sensuous lassitude-an air which 

might be described as luxurious wanton- 

ness at rest— was an expression of 

light hair and blue eyes; milk and roses 
oombmed to form her compleirion ; she 

lips-beautiful 
teeth— and a form which without being 
exuberant to fatness, was full, fieshy! 

tioL symmetrical propel 

tions. She answered to the Christian 

name of Marion# 

^ Upon the back of the chair in which 
Marion thus negligently reolined_or 
f 1 '^^*°** reposed— leant a 

with and 

with such exquisite elegance and grace 

n movements,® hat 

m til© days of her virtue she must have 

Rentable star in the midst of tS 
rightest galaxy that ever thronged in a 
ba^l-room. She had brown hair!®remark 
ably luxuriant in its mass of silken 
softness, and with a rich natu;!! gloss 
faSesi'- ' f®a‘ares were perfe®otly 

sevinS;. if" not exceed 

seventeen . she also was an English girl 

Efflantr^^ beautiful name of 

with such loveliness of form and irith 
such mental accomplishments as she 
po»»aod-b.„tag /o„ 

“"‘■““red by the lipa of pntl 

chaste, and honourable love— alas f he f’ 
sh« should have fallen 
. jaole and sunk into ' ’ ' ' ® 

gilded though it were ! 

Eauln?®’ ^rmantine. Marion, and 
Eglantine were together in their aumn. 
tuous apartment, between nine and tJL 
o’clock in the evening- and fi.t„ * “ 

four ladies might do in their 

drawing-room. Presently the Lvrl 
turned their eyes slow toseewho wrs 
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about to enter,— when an individual 
who was a stranger to them all, made 
bis appearance. He was fla7hilf 
dressed, but had a vulgar look ■ and ^ 

le took off hi. h«, 1 ~ , rL" 
iidloaJon. ,tle„pt ,, , ^ » • 

young women: so that Armantino and 

whilo Lind, .nd Morion .o far niorted 
the™, re. .hoi, , 

“tontioi, ■»"" 

“Good evening, ladies.” aaid i-i,- 
mdir,ffn.l, Co.i* .t, „“0^. 

behind him, and advancing with «„ 
impudent leering smirk towards those 
whom he thus addressed. “ Don’t ha 
alarmed forhap. j„„ t 

old ““ « ‘ie 

|irl. .h’^ 008 b,,“aCdTng"’ 1 ^ 

Angel, que-«‘ hasn't done me the faon^! 
of mentioning me to you before, iTaJ 

8h.dbol..“Ho“„“o“ So”" " 1*“» 

8lraoh.rd M.jn. .nd'o“on“f 

M:r|h'r?omp^“ir.-:..h:'‘ss 

Hired .°rSd'°S ff;- 
heard , toe n.„e. mtS.i 

whoeTILr,;."*''’ “''1 Sh^dboil, 

Whieper!!.. £ ‘hat 

Commissioners Of Polil ? iT 

Jh. hononr to l^‘"rd;rTh‘‘e„' “S 

?orur7h7r.„r?oM‘r”‘'"‘ 

ragmen” *in"®°«„"„^”“‘““* » 

Colonel.” o'^P'iwson with the 

Mr" Sd“r hli“7J„‘'i',Tn7'‘ 

SS, 

- .no.,n .are It 

Linda, Armantine. Marion. ® 8“<>ranoe, with an odiL 


divldu^TntrCe 11? 

rum, as if he had drn^ fi*- 0^ 

three wine-vaults in 

W maMngrX.h ?.ir^’ 

ihontad do you want sir!” 

natute to thi ■ow iroff in 
.he top?.Si 7 
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recently come from beeeatli aristooraiic 
protection 9 slie wa,.s tli© first to resent 
the vulgar isitrusion. 

DM you aek me® Miss, what I would 
take to drink ? said Mr. Sliadbolto with 
police-court ease and station-hoase 
familiarity. 1 have got a detective eye 
for whatever's good : trust honest Ike 
Shadbolt for tliat l ’t— and then he burst 
out into a loud guffaw at the witticism 
borrowed from his professioiial avoca- 
tions, but tLe humour of which was lost 
to the young ladies, who were now all 
four full of i!idigriatloi:i, eiirpriee, and 
disgust. 

Mr« Shadbolt how^ever, nothing 
abashed, advanced towards the 
board, and deliberately filled a tisaibler 
with claret— for it was the habit of this 
exceedingly i n d e |) e i:i d en t ge ii t le m an 

scornfully to eschew sniail glasses : a..ad 
having siowdy poured th© somewhat 
oopiouB libation down his throat, he gave 
a long sigh of pleasure. Theot having 
thus refreshed himself internally, he 
relieved his amatory feelings by nodding 
with a familiar leer at Marion — blowing 
a kiss from thcs tips of his fingers to 
Linda emir king at Arman tine— and 

extending his arms Invitingly towards 
Eglantine. The young ladies, however, 
relished these pantomimic displays as 
little as might be : and they exchanged 
amongst themselves fresh looks of 
indignation and Mr* Shadbolt 

only laughed ; and now with a huge 
slice of cake in one hand, and a quarter 
of a pineapple in the other, he leant 
against the side-boerd feeding delibe- 
rately and still bestowing the glances of 
tender familiarity on the four houris. 

This is loo disgusting ! ** said Marion. 
** Eglantine dear, you are nearest— ring 
th© bell*- — -hard I hard I 

Bo if you like/' said Mr* Shadbolt ; 
** but depend upon it th© old dowager 
— thus again irreverently alluding to 
Madame Angeliqne — give me a 
most weloome reception. Why, Lord 
love yon all, you sweet creatures 1 how 
do you think I could be here In any 
possible way unless I was on© of the 
privileged t And where is not honest Ik© 
Shadbolt welcome, I should just like for 
to know I ” 

Miss Eglantine,— thinking there must 
be more or less truth in the man*8 
words, having the term police'* still 
ringing ominously in her ear* and afraid 
of angering one who made himself m 
completely at home m if he h^ a 


eo'oscious sighfj do so.— forlior© from 
pulllog toe b'cli ; wlijspered to 

Marfora; wo not bobter see what lie 

fealty wa-Jits? Pf i; hapo lio will explain 
liimseil’ ? .Bei'-tiim woo hi oeaireeJy have 
let him ap msIesE he had lolj authority 
feom madamed' 

“Come,, sap oold Mb/ an uUtliori- 
tativelj, 

Aa cxpaiyairaosS oJ i.aj four! net is 
qiuei-dy given, aa’K d: a'" Raid Mr. 
SlKulbob. ; a,n:i bdl I,!:© qiiiekor too, 
Sieee l $cg iLa,i wii/is regular female 
a I! ic'ur iiiiiiiiDg to 
know ivh.'H'; brings your Saiiiiible servant 
and ever '.xlnmoF to this here 

saloon* Tiicre arc iFiCiVoral reasons. In 
the first pi:jcD, J knew very well I 
shoald .have the — or nt least 

stami the ohaiseo, ol iKceting some of 
the sweetest ymiiig cfeaturea in all 
Kiif'iand Iii the accond pla-ce, I knew 
that tiio eifir’-’ot v/as gri, iii'-tsx.<!t"llent and 
the p,orfc sfciiaiHiJL' : !n the tiiird place, I 
had ar* eye t(» th.o cako ust J fruit. And 
in the fonrlh p!;tcf,', my deers, I have a 
little private hnsineas of a very 
particuiar character with the amiable 
old dowager.” 

The girls could scarcely repress a 
smile at tho oonsuramato imprudence — 
the cool frec-and-CiiBy independence of 
Mr. Isaac riiuulholt ; and even the proud 
Marion sulTercd her muiat red lips to 
part suilicientiy to reveal the brilliancy 
of her teeth. Mr. Shadbolt continued 
to leer familiarly at the syrens, while he 
doniolishcd tho cake and tho pine-apple; 
and thou ho helped himaeif to another 
tumbler full of wine. 

“ And now,” he said, '* that IVe 
refreshed myself a bit, I should take it 
as civil if either of you young ladies 
would just show mo where I shall find 
the old dowager, 

“ We will ring for a servant," said 
Eglantine, now once more extending her 
snowy, beautifully modelled am 
towards the bell-pull. 

«• atop, my dear 1 ’* exolaimed Mr. 
Shadbolt : *' it is not worth while to 
trouble the alaveya— it would only 
throw the old lady into a flatter if we 
were to use bo much ceremony, because 
she knows who I am. Just take the 
trouble to show me tho way yourself ; 
and if we do happen to pass through a 
dark passage together, 1 won't snatch a 

kisB^ Oh, not not I indeed I "—and 

then Mr. Shadbolt was lost for the next 



lialf«mmiita la a series of nods, winks, 
and amatory leers. 

Eglantine conauited Marion witk a 
glance ; and tke latter said in a loud 
Eanghty tone, '* This scene nmst posi- 
tively end, my dear. Ring tlie bell, and 
have don© with it/® 

** Perhaps I had better not/' whis-* 
pored Eglantine : it might only annoy 
and frighten madain@j as this man has 
already intimated : ” — then hastening 
towards Shadbolt, she said, ‘“Come — 

■ follow m©/' 

The detective officer^ bowing after his 
own free-and-easy fashion to the other 
three young ladies, accompanied Miss 
Eglantine, — who condootod him to 
Madame Angelique’s boudoir, taking 
very good care however to keep 
sufficiently in advance so as to avoid 
any practical familiarity which Mr. 
Shadbolt might in his amtaory playful- 
ness think fit to exhibit. Madame 
Angellque was alone in her luxuriously 
furnished room : the detective-officer 
was introduced thither; and Eglantine 
flitted back to the saloon, to communi- 
cate to her companions how startled 
and dismayed the mistress of the 
establishment looked when Mr. Shadbolt 
entered the boudoir 
And such indeed was the case. A 
cold tremor swept through the form of 
the Frenchwoman, whose conscience for 
lome time past had been so uneasy, 
md who constantly experienced a sen- 
sation as if some fearful calamity would 
suddenly explode storm-like upon her 
head. The detective bowed with the 
air of one who had no necessity to await 
a welcome greeting, but who felt that 
he exercised an influence, or indeed an 
authority, which would ensure him a 
most civil reception, no matter what 
the real feeling of the mistress of the 
house might be. 

** Sit down, Mr, Shadbolt—pray be 
seated/* said Madame Angelique, as 
soon as she had sufficiently recovered 
from the first shook of terror to be 
enabled to give utterance to a word; 
but still her limbs were all trembling, 
and her voice was full of a nervous 
trepidation. '‘I thought— I thought— 
that is, you led me to believe— that— 

that it would be a long, long time- 

** Before you saw my beautiful visage 
again r' added Mr. fcihadbolt, with his 
wonted flippancy. Well I believe, 
ma'am,** he continued, as he leisurely 
smoothed down the ruffled nap of his 


hat with coal-sleeve, I did iatiiaate 
something of the sort—*' 

«« Yes—aad you know iaterjeoted 
Madame Aogeliqiie® eagerly, I was to 
give you a hiiodred a-yei-M’™ and I am 
sure, Mr. Shadbolt— -But perhaps you 
have got bad nows ? perhaps something 
else has turned tip V 

ma’am,, I am eorry to say 
that such is the case/’ rejoined the 
officer. “There isn’t a inoro deisoaie- 
minded man in all the world tliao 
honest Ike Shadbolt — or one who has 
more regard fora lady’s feelicga : lam 
as tender as a cliioken in thfii respect 

But there’s persons higher in 

authority than eveii Ike Shadbolt/’ 

‘•I underatiand I” said M'adame 
Angelique, with a ' shiicider : “ you 

mean the Gommissioners of Polioe ?’* 

Well, ma'am, I did just allude to 
those gentlemen/’ answered the detec- 
tive. Now, the long and short of the 
matter ie they have received another 
intimation about your house — 

'‘Oh, Mr. Shadbolt!** oricd the 
Frenchwoman, wringiog her IiuikIb in 
despair ; “ I offered’ to w'a!l up the 
uufortonat© door—or give up my buei- 
ness ia respect to tho young holies, 
and attend only to the niillinory *— — 
or even- — -But you told im hq posi- 
tively that I need do noihiug of' the 
sort!” 

“And I only told you ma’am,” in- 
terrupted Shadbolt, “ what i tiurnght 
at the time. But cirouiimtances may 
alter— and they have akered. Immodi- 
ately after my former vitiit, 1 reported 
to the Commissioners that you fiad 
faithfully promised to do all you have 
just been saying ; and they appeared 
satisfied. I thought that it would all 
end pleasantly— that you would 
leave the matter in my hands— and 
that as long as X made no additional 
report, they would take it for granted I 
was keeping o look-out on you, and you 
wore doing all that was necessary. But 
behold you 1 this afternoon I was sum- 
moned to Scotland Yard— that’s the 
oflSoe of the Commissioners, you know 
—and was desired to see how yon were 
getting on, but without holding the 
slightest oommunioation with you, 
Now don’t fiurry yourself, ma’am— 
you’ll see I'm acting a friendly part 
towards you; but the truth ia, the 
Commissioners have been in private 
oommnnioatirn with the parochial 
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Mithorities— tiiese author 
*iM 09 are going tjO‘—“tO“--~poos6oiilje yon* 
3o eorne to get evkienoe*— — 

A kalkstifl^ed sliriek came from the lips 
the wrefccliecl Freechwoman ; and 
m she fell back in her chair as if she 
s(''©re about to go off in a fit, Mr. 
Shadbolt very considerately filled a 
^lass with wine and held it to her lips : 
^iit as slie only shook her head im- 
3 atl©Etly, and waved him off» he drank 
fc himself, “Ooolly observing that it 
vas a pity it eliould bo wasted/’' 

‘*What, in the name of heaven, am 
[ to do V* cried Madame Angelique, 
wringing her hands. Bo advise me, 
Mr. Shadboltl You will find I shall be 
grateful ! What am I to do ? Shall I send 
off thd young ladies at once? shall I 
shot up the house? I have already 

thought of all this — -but 

Look here® ma'am ** said the officer ; 
be calm and cool — we will discuss the 
matter quietly and comfortably— and I 
dare say you can get out of the business 
plea3antl.y enough in the tong run. 

** Ah !*’ said Maclaine Angelique, 
with a long aigh of relief: '*1 thought 
you wooki not leave me to be sent to 

prison — — to be ruined 

“Not a bit of it/' ejaculated Shad- 
bolt* Answer me a question or two. 
I suppose you are pretty waroi-— I mean 
you, have got plenty of money ? and if 
you was to .cut this business you 
wouldn’t quite have to go Into the 
workhouse? Come, ma'am— tell the 
truth, ** added the officer, seeing that 
she hesitated how to reply : tell the 
truth, I say, if you want the advice of 
honest Ika Shaclbolt. ” 

** Well, then, responded the .Ifreneh- 
wo nan, “I certainly could retire from 
business with a tolerable competency 
if I chose: and indeed I had some 
thoughts of doing so after your previous 
visit.* Oaly~~** 

“ Only what ? inquired ShadbolL 
“ Only I fancied, ** added Madame- 
Angelique, **that I was the object of 
such bitter persecution on the pari of 
that lady at Bayswater whom you and 
I spoke about, that she would pursue 
me wherever I went— and that it there 
fore little mattered where I might be 
or what £ did— for that it would always 
come to the same thing— — I meant that 
I she lid ever have to stand on the 
defensive against her/’ 

While Madame Angelique was tbos 
speaking, Shadbolt psMSised his hand 


slowly across IiIb forehead with the air 
of one who was reflecting in a sort of 
half-fo©wi!derment. and who was striving 
to ©oilect his ideas. 

“ What lady at Bayswater V he at 
length said. 

Did you not tell m© the last time 
you were' here inquired Madame 
Angelique quickly, that the infor- 
mation was given to the Goaamisslonew 
bo an Iiidia,.n lady 

If I did then, I was drunk, inter- 
rupted Shadbolt, “Ah! by the bye, I 
do recollect now, that} you pressed me 
upon the point. You had got some 
crotchet in your head ; and perhaps I 
thought it best at th© time to leave 
you in the dark— or more likely still, I 
was really in total igaoranee myself 


“ Then it is not the Lady Indora who 
is persecuting me ? ” exclaimed the 
B'renohwoman eagerly. 

“ I don*t believe the lady you speak, 
of has anything to do in the biislneas/’ 
interjected Shadbolt “ The truth is, a 
lawyer in Bedford Row, Holborn — on© 
Colaman by name— but who has a 
private house in this parish, is at the 
bottom of the whole allair: and fro-m 
all I can learn, he has addressed the 
CommissioiierB moat seriously on the 
eubjeot. Indeed, therc/a no use dis- 
guising the faot“he says he is employed 
for a wealthy client of hia who also 
lives in the pariah, but who chooses to 
keep in the back-groiiiMl/* 

'' Mr. Coleman, a solicitor?’’ said 
Madame Angeliquo, mufiiog roliectivciy • 
“ I never heard of him. But then 
it is true gentlemen often come to my 
house under feigned niimes— 

“ And gather a great many parti* 
culars,’' added Mr. Shadbolt sigaifl- 
oanfely* ‘'Now, you see, ma’am I* am 
dealing candidly with yom The truth 
is, the Commissioners know that you 
are not very particular how you ©atioe 
young girls away from their homes, or 
even have them earried off by force* 
They also know that a certain Lettioe 
Eodney who was tried at Liverpool, 
belonged to your establishment—” 
“Good heaven i” ejaculated Madame 
Angelique. 

They know too/’ oontinaad Shad- 
bolt, “ that at the time when she got 
into all her troubles, she was going to 
Ireland on your busineii— to wheedle 
back a otitain Bveleen O'Briea— ” 
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Then .tattfo© iiiials liav© betrayed 
©Ferytiiiiig cried tii© Freaoliwoiiaasi 
bifeterly^ 

®® I caiV^ti say ^^Iio betrayed 
. proeoeded Shad bolt : ^ all I keow ia, 

that this is the ioforma^tion gi¥©ii to 
tlio GoaimiesiotieFs by Mr, Coleman tli© 
lawyei’o But there^s more still to 6OM03 
It is known yon have agents fa different 
parts of th© con 0 try to look out for 
youog girls and pick them ep for your 
customers who may tbemselFes reside 
Ie the country. Now^ what was that 
affair about a certain Isabella VsEcent, 
who was carried off from a farm- house 
somewhere In Kents clown to RaiiiB- 
gat© 

HeaTens I what, ie this Imowo too?*® 
crled^th© Preach woman. Well, it was 
certainly done by agents of mlae-— 

** Well, then, you see that it is 
koown/® proceeded Shadbolt. And 
then there’s something else too. Ah ! 
and now I know why you talk of a lady 
at Bayswater ! Did you not ha¥e some 
youog person- a MIee Ashton^ I think— 
carried off from a villa down in that 
neightbourhood ? — she was rescued by a 
young nobleman—” 

“•All this Is true!” exclaimed Ma- 
dame Angellqu© : and then in a musing 
manner she added, if the Lady 

Indora gave the information about 
Christina Ashton, how could she possi- 
bly know all the other ciroumstances ?” 

You may be quite satisfied/* an- 
swered Shad bolt, that this Indian 
lady of whom^ you are talking has no- 
^ thing to do with the business : so it is 
no ^use^ ronning your head any longer 
against that post. I teli you *tliat it 
all comes from Coleman the laifyer, who 
IB acting for a rich client behind the 
scenes. Well, ^you see, ma’am, these 
oiroomstanoes I have been mentionlngf— 
aad others that are known to the 
Commissioners— have made the matter 
serious enough. Your enemies are too 
powerful— and they will break up your 
establishment for you. if you don’t 
break it up for yourself. You say you 
are pretty \rarm ; why not retire^ at 
one© ? Go to Prance/* 

Madame Angelique looked bewildered • 
and m the confusion of her thoughts she 
was led _ to confess that on account of 
certain incidents with regard to the 
decoying of young women from France 
J/S***™/ some of the German 
Statesi ^Quld be very inconvenient, 


Of ©v©E perilousB for her to set foot oa 
the CoBtinent at ail ‘ 

''Well then, remain, in England” 

ejaculated Mr. Shad bolt. ''Now I will 

show you how the matter standg. There 
IS to b© a» proseciition, if my report 
shows that there is evideaeo to support 
it. Of course the Oommissioners think 
that I come here only as a spy, and not 
to give you any private advice. They 
imagine that whatever I told them after 
my first visit here, was only gleaned in 
the course of conversation -and not on 
acoount of any private uadorstanding 
betwixt you and me They baiiave they 
can rely upon me : and so they have 
sent me here again on this present 
occasion. Now, .[ need not make my 
report for a day or two — 1 oan pretend 
that I had other business — or that 1 
could not obtain admission. To-morrow 
therefore you can disraisa the girls 

“And give uj) the ostahlialunent 1 " 
added Madame Angelique, in a decided 
tone ; for her mind was now relieved in 
more ways than one, and hIio was 
enabled to breathe more freely tlmn she 
had done for some time past. 

“ Why break ujs the millinery part of 
the establishment? ” inquired ’b'iia<lholt, 

“ 1 did not mean tiiat.” 

<■ 1 .*' millinery branch,” responded 
the Frenchwoman,’’ “is notluna in 
comparison with the other. Though I 
have plenty of oustoin, yot what with 
mug credit, and sorno of the highost 
families never thinking of paying at ail 
what with the expenses too— - 
Besides. _ Mr. Shadholt,” added the 
milliner, m a tone of ooufidonee, “ half 
my lady-customers would leave mo the 
moment this house eoasod to be ono of 
accommodation. So it is dooidod i— I 
give up everything, and I retire on my 
means. As for the girls, I know where 

to place them at once And,” added 

the Frenchwoman to herself, «•! ohu 
turn a last penny by each of them.*' 

' ” exoiabimd Mr. 
Shadholt; "and when you are oat of 
business, I will show you how to make 

wbill in it 


ejaculated Madame Ange. 


while in it. 

“You?” 
liqno, 

Rii'f ^=n°at Ike Shabolt ! 

when the time comes. Go and settle 
down m some comfortable plaoe-some 
pretty little villa on the outskirts— and 
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make ar^ iiappy aa tho d%y is 

eo-m? baek Iv^re fn the 
OOBrse oC tte .kii;.!! th^va ra- 

jporfc €,';;>■'*:?• lasi.'^st .5-' i'-f's that ttio 

BstaliHu 'a i2 '1' ti; ’./ ' r. -'■’i.’jA ■* ’ i tite 

gii’h] r^rC' th ,a ■;/ 

uextidGa. ?i L'...’. L-;p il-c* 2;.u;aL'B of 

coBiiaai ic-''rt',^^ ba.vavii "U'' t^"0 h.,nm&. 
So wM L’O a.Oa ci-.d o-f proscca^tioos 

and all o!'',c._’ '•.. ?p':-aa..nt‘'C-’i3'^ And now^ 
lay (iasjiii* 1 .* all lii^s 

advice of 'nm ;iii ".ha 1 uta 

going to oh.,! yo:>' ij tterth ::oytlinig 

v Oiij to Lt cU'aO-/’ o!jhve. ihiiad Madams 

Angeii^ines who, iiiooigh Bhjo cumpre- 
headed oJI tho t-eiii«haoss of ShadboUds 
dispoeitiiaiis wa-a !iev«':ji dfiolaiscii b?il< too 
glad to Koaiiii'a !o.a gw^.,d oiiiue.?. 

A ilLera! gnad-ui y „';aM Pharoiore 
placed iHi Sue b.o' d : ou?l he took Ids 
departars ••■ the Fivuioh woman not fchiok- 
ing it neecBeoiry io allow abrai Lo rchrace 
hia way t-lr, rough the koIooiu bot riogpag 
the bell for the iootino-n fo rdiox? 

him ont by tiie front door of l^er own 
house . 

Abonts ten miriiifcg afterwarcis the 
Duke of Marchaioiit was anaovincod. 


CHAPTER LXXXVIL 

THE MllVLINBE A'ND THE 00 KE. 

The Duke, wiioso eonntenaiiee waa 
pal© and ca/ew-iii'ii . aiicl \?i:io by luo 
looks had ovhkudJy siifi-red :Tnu*!i of 
late/eadeavors red lo ;-np4; on tii:r Siaila ol 
gracious rJl.'Idiity as he iwiUu’ed ibe 
Inxiirioiis aparliit^ivit wlier Mailamo 
AogeliquG w-fij monied, it teciun r-al to 
him that Bhe bowed eoiBewbuii more* 
distantly ttian her \v.,.inl;--or a. loaHt 
with an air of grcat-cfr indr-ireiidetinsy if 
not aotiiaily coourihiglecl w|!!i eolilrn^'e-^. 
He threw hiraaelf upon a Boon -ghioc oi 
at her for a inoiiioiit, as if to assure 
himself whether there wera roaily any. 
itodled change in her niiinner~aii[d then 
h© Bald, ** Weill my able friend, 
assistant, and aecaiirplioe, have yon 

thought of Jiny fresii projeci ’ 

‘"Ihave just decided, my lord/* re* 
sponded Mjidaiuo Angelique, ^‘iipaii a 
most serioiiH and impartaui^ one ** 

*' Indeed I" e 3 ‘ic!ti!at.,d the Hake 
-'eagerly, ** And it is this that gives yon 
-such an air of mingled gravity and 
nonfidenoe? It is one, therefore, that 


will rid yoii~cr porliapfi I may say '?/ 5 — 
for ever from, all fear of vindlot.ive 
perseou tiofi at the fiandis ol [sudor;:- ? 

I BO longer fear her perBeiUitionSi, 
my lord/' rejoined c‘ * j^^i©u(UiwoL"/om : 
and tier tono was now u:!iro.rjk;i:ably 
oold, while her mnpjier % bi rdii'T* 

'' I do not c’n you i ' excbii fil- 
ed the Daks, not knewing ivhat to 
lliink. »* irlios anything ke. ppv'codi to 
ludora? iiaB aiijihiug been done? H’ave 
yon in your aBtuicir.'HB d ndhcd gjouio- 
tdimg baiter thau the cJd of Hagooriali'n 
dagger os' a roptiio I’roiu the Zook gical 
Gardens?’’ 

iieriven be tlianked/’ ciied the 
, French wottiasT that neither tfia stool 
blade !.»or the serpent did tho ivork of 
death 1 My eosi'Sciencc* le at least not 
b li i' t he XI ed w i t h ii , 1 1 c: r i in r d ' 

« Then wliat do you mean ? aaked 
the rjobieiiiarsi now compiotely bewil- 
dered, anti ularmed likewise iyy whafc- 
Boever appCMrotl stiangoly sini:-tt r in 
the otherwiso ineom.pf cheimlMi) Siioki 
toriig and nin«n!:er of M.i.l'unie Aagis 
liqiie. Wbr.t h thib pioject- ou wfiieh 
yon hav(3 decided ? 

“To brertk up my < at ibliHlinieni id- 
t og i? i h 0 r — I" e t i r e i s i tc ^ a I /. as ; t n 1 H ; u o 
vUla-— and live* in coinlort far t.lao ith*, rd 
my days, ap:iri frcnii iill iid i igura ‘tiul 
the penis i, hereof/* 

Tht' Duk^ of Ma-cfuiiant vvaa .i«baHid* 
od. As the reader is aware he wad ni 
modal dread of tJio Prinmnia ind*»ra: let 
hu-d the must ©erg. mi r aiirms fur dt'rfiro}"- 
ing in*f life, b i t.luit he iniglit bar 

for ever; and here whh I ir^ Idti erto 
OBiddil and Wfllneg ageai id wlnu'ii In* hail 
!!n*de a I‘n’ tiio purpoHu of carrying 
oisi Ids fidi design, ->Aa.?re .di-' 
any, auddealy sli|i|iing n?ii uf Lis 
liuntlH I 

“ Vun surely eaisiiuf' 1 e Heriana ( ** he 
at length fahefi-il out : '‘yuit wiiiild not 
ahHiedun a furdiin ini% iiii 

avocation— whieli m bo liierativti ! ** 

And which HiakcB me the dupe of 
oiliors!** rojaimal Madam© Aiigeliqae, 
with emphatic tone and sigidioant look, 

** What mean you f ** inquired March- 
moat. ** Your weirds seem pijiated — 
and yet to one who haa always been 
your friend——’* 

** Yon hive paid me, my lord, for the 
aarvices which I have rendered/’ an* 
awered Madame Aogelique ; **ancl on 
that score we are quits. But you have 
endeavoured to render me your instru- 
ment in the aeoomplishment of a deed 
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from wfeich I now recoil with horror,— 
yes, aiid even with wonder that I could 
have ©¥eir eoritemplated it 1 With all 
the arts of eopliiatry you led me to 
believe that I incoirred the most tornfic 
dangers at Indora’^s hands — — 

And liad you not the proof? io- 
quired the Duke, vainly endeavonring 
to conceal the bitter vexation and even 
the terror which he experienced* Did 

not an agent of tho polio© ” 

■H Yes “he came, certainly ; but I was 
altogether mistaken as to the origin of 
his visit. In 00.0 word, my Lord Duke, 
the Lady Indora has nothing to do with 
this proceeding on the part of the 
CommisBioners of Police : it all emanates 
from some wealthy person in the back- 
ground, who acts through the medium of 
his attorney^ Mr. Coleman/* 

''Coleman—Coleman?’' said the 
Duke, thus repeating the name in a 
musing tone. Surely I have heard it 
belor6““’-and somewhat recently too, 
Coleman ? Ah ! I recollect ! — it is that 
lawyer who has been advancing Army- 
tage such considerable sums of 
money 1 

«« Do you then know anything of this 
Mr. Coiemaiii my lord ? ” inquired the 
Frenchwoman, ‘‘ But it matters not 
. — -My mind is made up how to act. I 
am this evening more at ease than for 
a long time past I have been; and 
never — never will I again suffer myself 
to be beguiled by the represetitations 
of one who was all the time endeavour- 
ing to serve his own purposes/’ 

«‘You allude to me/ ^ ejaculated the 
Duke, asBumiug an air of indignation ; 
and you w^ong m© ! I thought you in 

danger from that quarter 

“ Well, well, my lord, we will not 
dispute the point/’ interrupted Madame 
Angelique : and then she ironieaJy 
added, “ I have no doubt your Qraoe 
will now oangratulate me on having 
acquired the certainty that I am no 
longer In any peril from that quarter? "* 
**Oh, of course I *’ exclaimed March- 
mont; if It ready is so. But beware, 
my good friend, how you suffer yourself 
to^ be lulled into a false security. It is 
at such times that the blow falls 
heaviest—’* ' 

Thank you, my lord,” interrupted 
the milliner, I am fully prepared to 
meet all contingenoies of that sort. 
To-morrow I dismiss the girls — or 
rather I find them protectors, as their 
kind and excellent friend who Btands 


In the h>ht of their mother oiighf} ' 
do/’ ' " 

Madame Aogeliqiie ehiiekled 
own disgusting levity - oncf the Diil] 
for an iostaiil} bit his liu with vexatioi 
H© saw that the mlibn-sr was reaolm-* 
in the plan she had proclaimed : lie 
too how hopeless it was io attempt | 
enlist her services any farther fo tl 
prosecution of hie deBigns; and he li|/ 
wise felt how neeassary it w^is to kej 
on friendly terms with lier. A, seal msf 
be placed upon her lips in respect to a 
that had recently oeeurrcMi : fuicl ibouj 
for her own sake she woiild keep siiei 
on those points, ycfc it by no meal 
suited th€^ .Duke’s intereets that si 
should speak disparagingly of himl; 
any other sense, 

“Weihmydear ma/?arri he aooori: 
ingly Said asaiirning IiIb blandest ton;': 
and his most a,ffabla look, ** I do iiideei 
congratulate you on this change in yot 
position— I am gkd you .hiva reason | 
feel so confident in respect to the Lad; 
Indora. And now. as you aro about t( 
retire into p.rivat0 life, if there k 
anything I can do- '* 

« Yes— there is eometbing/’ reeponcM 
Madam© Angelique?. **The four girl 
must 1)0 comfortably provided for:! 
mean to leave oli buaiuess with a gcoi 
character — am! those ohannere o:f mins 
most not go forth into the world t5 
proclaim what L have bean. Ho liti 
has actually tran 8 f)ired in respect to lb 
true cliaracta.r of this boiise, iimt tin 
public in general will give me cu'cdit foi 
being a respeotablo milliner who ii 
retiring on a fortune legltimafcelj 
obtained.” 

^**To be sure, my dear miidiimi 
ejaculated Marohmont : “you will kee] 
your own- counsel with respect to tli 
past— you will provide for the girk, » 
as to seal their lips; acid those friend 
who have so long palforiiaed yoa 
establishment— myself amongst 11 
nu,mber— will of course do the best I 
sustain your raspecfcability by thei 
good report,” 

** I expect nothing less at thei 
hands/’ answered Madame Angelique 
«• and I purpose to test the sinoerity c 
the friendship of four of my ptimip 
patrons. To begin therefore with yo« 
Grace, I give you your choice of th 
four young ladies in the saloon/’ 

' ** Commend me to Eglantine!*’ as 
claimed Marohmont, who at once sa’ 
the necessity of yielding to that whioi 
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in realifcy a command on the paffc 
►f the Frenchwoman. “To-morrow I 
take handsome apartments some* 
jVhere for Eglantine — I will let you 
:a{|°ow the address in the course of the 

then remove 

3%ther.“ 

' “Eglantine must prove 


ipt 


;rom the 


^ an exception 
y choice,” answered Madame 

ijAngelique “I had forgotten at the 
• moment that I have a particular way of 
JispoBing of her. Either of the other 
^ three ” 

' “ It is impossible, my dear madam.” 
I .interrupted the Duke, ‘‘ that I can take 
either Armantine or Linda, who have 
Jbeen so long beneath your roof, and who 
are so well known amongst all your 

patrons I I should ba laughed at 

ridiculed ” 

•« Then why not Marion ? ” demanded 
ifc ®'«nch woman. “ And now 1 
Ibsthink me I can place Armantine and 
Linda equally as well as I can 
Eglantine. Therefore, my lord, it must 
•be Marion. 

, “ But, my dear Madame Angeiique ! ” 

said the Duke : “ in tha first place I 
.believe that Marion dislikes me— you 
remember 1 have complained to you of 
'her refusal ” 

^ “Mere coyness on her part— or eke 
artjfioe and etratagem to render herself 

, Sill to0 jBoro SGC3pfcal>l0 wlieij 8 I 10 njiizht 
':choos© to aurrender.’^ 

“ But there is another reason 1 
claimed the Duke. 

'R this your friendship?” cried 
Madame Angeiique, with a great show 
of indignation, and half starting from 
her seat. ® 

“Do not be angry! — we were but 
discussing the point^ 

“ And it is no longer open for di«- 
ouBsion. Take Marion or not. as you 
think fit,” continued the Freuoh* 

1 I shall 

friendship of your Grace.” 

Marohmont bit his lip almost till the 
blood came: Madame Angelique’s look 
was resolutely decisive ; and not daring 
to quarrel with her, he affected to laugh 
j-aaymg, “ Well, well. I suppose like all 
ladies, you must have your own way! 
bo let It be the particular beauty whom 
you have thus allotted to me.*’ 

“Be it so: it is settled, my lord.” 
replied Madame Angeiique. **I have 
aot the slightest doubt that Marion 
frhohas been under the protection of 


ex- 


an Earl, will feel proud in the ion 
run to own the tende.r friendsfaip of 

Duke. 

_ There was a slight accoat o? atuit '.-aHm 
in the milliner’s toao : fi.ir cdui was 
avenging herself, as far a , h who thought 
fit, for the conduct of in 

having duped her into ijecoiah;- f,h(. 
instrument of his own i.- -om- 

prehenaiblo to the Frenrhve.;, '.Lonuh 
they were, in reapee! tu luJf.-M The 
Duke, comprehending Mii.ljjnie 


dii hit bin ii|i with 


ique 8 meaning, 

vexation.: but bowing to coni‘e.!ii if, he 
issued from the room. 

On leaving tho Uiillmcr 8 lioueo, the 
Duke of Marohmont waJkod slowly 
along the street, plunged in a (!eoi> and 
painful reverie. Ho niitu. rous 

sources of bitter vo.'j.-itioss as well im of 
alarm; and amongst the funiK'r tho 
arrangement just made— or r.dher iiwt 
enforced, in reepoet to Mn.ricri, ws m not 
the least. He know M»it she 
the mistress of the E -.r! of i*. ; ,ind 

he by no meana ndiHlied the ’r a of 
taking op with M..H nuldmiun’s 
oiscaToed parumoiir., The fvx !'> mi, of 
keeping Marion entered no." fur ,t'mo. 
mont into hi, a consider, tliuij : for tm whs 
wealthy enough to gratify an? aueh . 
fantasy if he had the ineiirujiiun. But 
oven in the sphere of vieo ami 
immorality, the haughty fun.* of 
aristocratic feeling prnvaik; u„d 

Alarehmont winoed at the idea that ho, 

a. »hau!d bo in ful^e 

trees of an Earl, VFere rhe the dmeard- 
ed paramour of a King, a Pri,,. or 
Hoyai Duke, it would have 
been different. Much was tho aen ••«?«- 
ness of a man who h.mifafed not to 

make a famihar eomp-udon ei a w.mum 

like Madame Angeiique, the kimner of « 
^hionab o house of mfainy.- a niun too 
VI Piunged himsi if into 

Indora. who, as ho had reason to beliove. 
was by some means or another threaten- 
mg hi8 security. 

tmmng hit way slowly and in deen 
thougfatfuiaewi, along tfai 
®ooounter8d some one who 
suddenly addressed him by Tme -iJd 

T; T “"5 

faiSdUMity. >« ^ t<>«® of 


p m 
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Ah ! so you have returaed from 
Paris ? observed the Duke, aomewhr&t 
coldly, 

«c Yes— "Wiier© I am sorry to say/’ 
responded Stanhope, ''I fell in with 
persons who were cleverer than myself 
and the consequeno© is I am as com- 
pletely cleared out as ever ao unfor- 
tunate devil was, I was Just thinking 
to whom I could apply lor a little 
friend iy eiicoour, when behold ! fortune 
throws me in the ways of your Grace 

Then your pocket, I preBiime, is 
empty ? ” said the Du-ke,* speaking 
slowly and in a oiuBiDg manner: for he 
was revolving in hia mind something 
that had just occurred to him. 

50 empty/’ rejofoed Stanhope,, 
that the introdiiofcioo" of. such a thing 

as fifty guineas into that pocket of 
mine would be a veritable god-send. 
May I anticipate that for old acquain- 
tance sake -and you must remember 

my lord, that if that affair with her 
Grace down at Oaklands ended in failure 

51 

** It was not your fault, I admit/’ re- 
turned the Duke : but you must also 
recollect ths-t I gave you a liberal re« 
ward. Enough, however, on that point! 

“ I think I can do something for you 
now. What would you say if I were to 
introduce you to-morrow to a hand- 
Bome suite of apartments — a beautiful 
girl already installed there aa the 
genius of the scene — and with an 
account opened at a bankerA in your 
name to the extent of five hundred 
pounds ? ” 

«‘I should say, my lord/* replied 
Stanhope, “ that it was a truly ducal 
maimer in getting rid of a mistress of 
whom your Grace is tired— and that I 
am so overwhelmed by the favour I at 
once accept it/’ 

** Then it is a bargain/* said March- 
mont; “and here is an earnest 
thereof/’ he added, slipping his purse 
into Stanhope’s hand. “Come to me 

to-morrow evening But no I do not 

make your appearance in Belgrave 

Square^ -Dine with me at the Oiaren- 

don Hotel at seven o’clock— and after 
our wine I will conduct you to the little 
paradiae where a houri’s arms will b© 
open to receive you/’ 

“ I shall he punctual, my lord/’ 
answered Wilson Stanhope, ** But one 
word ! Is not this great favour which 
you are showing me, the prelude to 
something elsei” 


“ What mean ,yoii ? ’’ isiquiTc^d jUm, 
mont-; but the tom© io, wbiob, ihe qu 
tion was put^ eoavivieed Staydnio© tl 
his siirmis© was correct. 

Let me acy lore 

h© said, “I a^sk-nd lYf 
and you pr ifer ivio iave ^*iK.ruui''v do 
this really norhuig mure thiin a j 


compense to’: 

3"oi':]r ca^gfH 

mistress—'* 


“On :K_f !?cuk i. 

no 

mine ! *’ ri ui'Ar b- ‘ 

lO. "\| iia' 

seen her— 1 ■■ jukt\i 

j With 

never beyoi^l i-reh' 
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“ And 

if 

it be BO ? ’ 

>5 

1 

s ( i< 1, ci t ki 0 D u 1 


poi,o ted ly. 

“ ion will find Kio I’oady aaci willk 
as before. (),uly mo know nt oaoi 
that I may foliayc t'uy arivaynanent 
aocorclingijn’* 

“Tlijn r.k-p; a/' ar . ^ d tt 
Duke, aecorJl.ig io ifa"' joi 

have raceived I rM 

b© more cxpikdii cnHiohi-* ” 

With tlioso wurili Mincflunoii 
hastened away: but oaaraely inid ti 
entered the mm yirtet, wy:\i\Q lieheli 
Mr, Armytago procee^luii? slowly a Iltfci 
way in front of him. Th'^ liufco i© 
mediately overlook Ihm ! but ero k 
spoke a wnrd, he cafiglit a imilkml 
glimpse of his eouiitenaiieo to iiidicali 
that the speoulikir was occupied in ^ 
very agreeable relieoSiions. 

“ I atn afraid the world goes not wc 
with you, Travers I ** began tho Duke. 

^ “ Travera ! ” echoed Armytag© star 
ing: “-how imprudent you are, m 
lord/’ 

“I forgot/’ said the Duke; ** it wi 
indeed imprudent. But m my suriaii 
correct? does tlio world still go ii 
differently with you I I need howev« 
scarcely* aafc/’ added his Grace with 
slight accent of vexation, *» for you di 
not keep faith with me, Armytage- 
though I plainly told you that it woul 
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Inconvenieno© me sefioiisly if you were 
to faii” 

And perliap© I been fneoa- 

Venieiiced stilt more ” said Armjtage 
gruffly* 

■ It was not altopeiber well of you/’ 
resuiBed tba .Diikeo Upward® of fiv'e 
weeks luavo e!j:i.io*’.ed Kijnee you horrowacl 
that lasSi susn ..f tweotv-'Sve thoesand 
pounds^ the that in a few 

days you woiiid be to return ib‘. 

as by gip- bdt:' [yOUii* OT'tHUt 

would be good fer ib'ty thooKaoil. W s 
EOt tliat the^ w??y Vo wliVsb jmi pot tfee 
matter to me ? ” 

I claaresay ii-' wr.a, my lord/’ replied 
AiTfiiyt'afie tn a m-oaoer miBch less 
respoeUiii ti'h:io ba woot to obsor ¥0 
towards Ivif'j pat?kd fiu patron, 

'' I K'opf)OKO teat Mr. Colea im — tlia 
gentleissaii whom 3’oij m 'Htioned— 
dkappoiiiitied ;> mi ” procoedarl the 
Duk©j aVIofbi/ing a irioro cooeilLU-ory toiio 
tiiiMi at lirMt. If it were bo, there? is 
certainly soma exaese ” 

Armytago eemliuiu)d si host as he 
walked iw moi^diffcss Iry the 

Duke of MaroliJiionf/e Bide along tlia 
street. 

“Yes -there v#oold he tm axaus^/’ 
cootiiiiiod !iis (3racie : ^^arid therefore I 
corsM iiiako alirniasicos for yoii^ But 
who is this Mr» ijokmimi ? 

A Hoh’oitoio Your iorciship knows it 
already/’ rejosnod Arruytage : 1 ha?© 

told you 80 ” 

And did he lly from his wore! ? ” io- 
qiiired the Duke. 

Again AnuyUige wa/d siierit — but €)iily 
for a lew iuHtfsutm; arul then he eaicb 
‘*To toll ihruje the t•^ll!;!l, Mr, 

Coloinan did uol ily Creiri Ills word : lie 
advaiiaed me the moiie.?*— — yen, etery 
farthing of It I ” initied Zoehi Catiieri. as 
if with the l)itteriies« of liosporatioiu 
'•« Aiid you do iiei- mean me to imcier* 
stand that you tiavo loBt itaill*’a:x* 
okimed Marcdiicciit in dismay. Wfiji 
money appears to laelt out of your 
pookat ai quickly as In former tunea it 
was wont to poiir into It ! then, as lbs 
thought struck IiIb i}mae, he sukli By 
heaven, Army tags, I mm afraid fcbat you 
gamblei” ' 

“ Yes— gamble as some of the highest 
and wealthiest in the City of London 
gamble I ’’ replied the upeeiilftlor*—'* not 
as you noblemen and geiiileiBen gumWe 
at the West End in sueit plaotis as theiej ** 
—and he glanoed towards a iood of iigbl 
0 — S 


streaming forth from the portals of a 
Bp'leeclid cIoBdioiise they were paesiag. 

You Kiea,n on the Stook Exchange ? 
saM tfea Dok© iaqa'inegly, 

I meao on tli© Sto( 3 k Ilschaag©/® 
replied Arnnytag© eiirtly. 

They coiitiraied walking on tos'ether 
in ailci'ic© for a few mfnutes.—A.riay- 
ti'iigo with his lookK in 

moody FO¥eri€?-“-tii0 Duke of March moiit 
ic j.ox'ons thooght,, for he was now 
t[;a.s he had a<!;ire''\"^ 6 cl the specula- 
‘h:, oil, iniismuch as he feared lest the 
interview ahould eiid by the deiaand for 
another loan. 

And ia- that ©aorjiioiis sum of fifty 
thousand poiiocis;” he at length asked, 
— wbick you obtaiiieci from^ Mr, 
Golefoao—is it all gone 

lieaveri for!)id ! ” ejacolated Army- 
tage, clutching the D a Ice’s arms quickly 
and wfoleiitlyy^ and looking up ioto his 
face with s eountfenanee wliiob® as the 
sieereat gasdamp etreamed upon It, 
appeared absolutely ghastly. Surely 
that qiiestioBi of yoiirs was not prophetic 
of evil? No., no — I Bhmild be iittc^rly, 
hopelessly ruined ! ” 

T.heu IV hat ^ in tbe name of heaven, 
have yon done ? .iiiq Hired the Duke ; 

and why are you in this dreadfully 
perturbed state of mind ! 

** Beca.iise I have veritiirad the whole 
of that sum upofi a apeciiilation which 
will eit.her in one day*--in one hour— I 
might almost say hi cxie moment— give 
me a forruoa — —or on the other band/* 
— galfied far a iiiriineiifc* and then 
added gaspbigly — or beggar me I 

How fiL'iii I flow foolish 1 exolaimed 
MarchiBorit. 

** Yen— mad and faolifih/* responded 
Armytage with abiiOBt the petulaiioe of 
retort, if it had been my own money 
with which I was speeulaling, but it was 
mi I And therefore what had I to do but 
to make tliq besl» of it ? It was neok-or- 
nothing— riches oiiod more or utter 
ruin I 

‘*Ajid when wilt Ylia result be 
known I inquired the Duke* 

** Exactly one month hence/’ replied 
Armytage* 

* One month ? And wherefore are you 
80 desponding and mistrustful now!” 

.*« Because' — because/* answered the 
speoulator, ** I have Just been reading 
the evening paper— and the intallig^nce 
is unfavourable for the particular way in 
which my money is laid ^out. Never- 
theless* things may take a turn t~ 
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to-motrow their aspect may be 
favourable as to-day it Is gloomy* Bat, 
Ob ! wbat a life to lead. m.y lord l—at 
one time excitant with hope— at an- 
other cast down into tb© vortex of 
despair* — yesterday dreaming of count- 
less rlohes,) tO“day recoiling in horror 
from the presence of the grovelling 
mendicant who crawls past^ with tb© 

' bideoos presentfmeot tbat bis condition 
is a type of wbat mine may sbortly 
b© ! 

There was another pause for soro© 
mmuteSj during which the Duke and 
the ! speculator continued walking on 
together; and the silence was seddenlj 
broken by the latter — who said in a 
milder and more respectful tone than 
he bad hitherto adopted, am afraid 
' your Grace must thiok I spoke rudely, 
and even, brutally fust now: but such 
was the state of my miad*— — 

“Say no more upon the subject/’ 
interrupted Marchmont, who perhaps 
had his own reasons for not dealing' 
harshly with the , speculator.^ “ I can 
make allowances for you. ' Your 
daughter— have you heard from her 
lately 1 ” 

** Ah, my daughter ! and young Mere- 
dith I ’’ ejaculated Armytage* with a 
renewal of the petulant bitterness of his 
tone; “it is this that drives me mad I I 
care not so much for myself although it 
would be shocking enough for a man 
who has seen such wealth and raised 
himself to such a position, to sink down 
into poverty 1 Ah 1 you know not all 

^^Tell me everything, Armytage/* said 
the Duke : not that he experienced any 
veritable friendly interest in the mark's 
afiairs, but he wished to ascertain the 
precise position wherein he stood, so 
that he might thereby measure ' the 
amount' of chance there, was of any 
fresh appeals being made tp his own 
purse. 

“Your Grace Is probably aware” 
.'replied Armytage,^ “that when. Lord 
Octavian Meredith' married '" my 
daughter, I settled upon her the sum 
of sixty thousand pounds ; and I further 
agreed to allow Meredith a thousand 
a-year, for' his own pocketmbney. 
Well, my lord, before Zo© went abroad, 
she executed a power of attorney* 
enabling me to manage her finances 

for her — so that Lord Octavian should 

be supplied with a sufficiency to main* 
tain the establishment in the 


Park^ and I was to remit eueli smns 
Zoe might require for her own e^i 

penses/® 

"‘'And you do not mean me to 
stand/’ said the Dok© in a deep tone ofr 
anxiety, that you have mado away!^ 
with your daughter's money ? ” i. 

A moan from, the lips of the wretchedi 
Ar my tage convey «d i.fio response, '' 
MareliMont was indeed profoiindlyf 
shocked : for he was at osieo Mmifctecl 
With the dread that exactions fafi 
greater than those prcvioiisiy?' made— .i> 
great thougli these already were— -would s 
he sooner or later attempted m respecti 
to his own pu.r8e« !:■ 

'' Yes— it is but too true I eon tinned''' 
Anuytage, ^io a soarcely audible voice 
“ The rascality of man Ih-estoii wai 
an oriHEsocss date fo,r me I Down to tha' 
period ©vorythiog had goii© 'well 
what8oe7e,r I touched seemed to tun; 
into gold ; bat since then every thing has 
gone 'wrong the as you JosI 

now expressed it, ha.; melted away ten 
thO'Osarid times faster than over it was 
previeuely made or got. Or perhaps I 
myself have 8peful..t.cd r!itr \5 n 
— mor©^ desperately! And yofc 'hot 
could it be ot.h©rwiee? I acMiglit tc 
repair the terrible loesea 'I sustained 

“And your daughters money m all 
gone— absolutely gone? inquired 
Marenrnont, still ii,K‘i'ccluioiis in rt'ypeoi; 
to Bo'colosaal an evil 

“Yos~gone, gone ! " responded 
Arnjytage: and again lio groaned in 
bitfcerriess- “ Now your Grace nan 
undarstand why I am ho tlcHpouditig at 
times, and wherefore 1 am hnunted with 
Buc-h fearful appiehcusions. If min 
overtakes me, it wi l m.i; he ruin for 
myself alone— but ruin l.,r Zoe— min for 
her huaband—ruiri tluuefuro for all 
three 1 ” 

“And do you realfy antieipafo that 
this last speculation of your's may turn 
out wrong I ' ' 

‘ Again I say, heaven forbid 1 But 
your Grace knows the terrible . un- 
certainties of such ventures. Look you, 
my lord I ’ exrdaimed Armytage, with 
a sudden access of fervid, almost wild 
1”^' ^ suodeed, this day mouth will 

behold me in possession of two hund- 
red and arty thousand pounds I With 
that sum I restore Zoe’s fortune— 1 pay 
Oolenaan— I return your Grace the loan 
you 80 kindly advanoea— — Oh, ye«l 
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fortiin© must favour it m im« 

poesibld'it can be otherwise 1 

And if it sliontd happen to torn out 
oontrary to your expectation^/® said tlia 
Duke*—”-’'® have you a very hfird mao to 
deal witli in this Mr CoSeoifyi ? 

' ■ '* To tell your Gi‘ac6 It;© trotiij I oao 
scarcely iiiiderstand liini. ® replied 
Armvtwg'c. It was not I who orlgioally 
'sought him out : he caa;e to seek me„ 
,It was vary short- ly that first little 

'©snbs.rrasBujent} ot riuiic* whir.ii arose 
from Preston/i mihsre, you, know— and 
when your Grace so ganeroiiBly advanced 
me fifty thousand pounds in January 
!ast'“-Mr« Coleiiaau one clav called upon 
me. Apologizing for haviag introduced 
himselfj, he said that he had a wealthy 
client who v/wliod to lay out his money 
at good interest; ana as ho knew that 1 
had excellent opportiinitieB of acoosn- 
modatiog the raoiiiiHa’B of tin,? aristocracy 
and fa8hionabl»5 gcsniemeii with loans, 
h© had takcBS the liberty of waifeiog upon 
me for the purposu of aecertiiiiiiog if I 
would thus use any niooey he might 
place in my httiide. It wm thus our 
connec t ion co m i i:i e n ce d - ’ 

*'* And who is tliie wealthy clieot of 
Mr. Colemau*8 ? aBked ihe i.>ake> 
thinking it probabli'* that he might be 
the same who w&s aeeretly urging the 
lawyer on to the prosecuJon of 
Madame Angelique. 

** 1 do not know/* replied Army tag© : 
** I never saw him— never even heard 
his name montioiied. In fact, my lord, 
I do not believe that there is any such 
client in the back-ground at ail. There 
are several oi thciBo lawyers who lay out 
their own money at intcresr, pretending 
it is that of their clients* They do it to 
save their rcHpectabdiiy and avoid the 
reputation of usiirerti. But m I was 
just now observing to your Grace, I 
cannot exactly make out this Mr* 
Coleman* He seamed to force hii 
money upon me as it were in the first 
instance; and afterwards, when he 
found in© punctual in my engagements 
with faimi he ttudd«uily appeared lo place 
such unlimited confidence in iBe-~-*and 
though I do verily believe he must have 
had a iUipicion, from one or two little 
circumstances, that I was no so rich as I 
appeared to bCi yet he wnhetitalingly 
kept hii wordi and lot me have that last 
sum of fifty thousand-"-—**^ 

*< Rest assured, Arinyfcage/* inter- 
irupted the Duke of Marchmoat, **he 
suspected uotfiing of wliat you fancy— 


or he would not have bean quite so 
to give you his money* By the 
bye, did yon ever oear him spaak of 
being engaged to a prosecotioa against 
a certain lioose of fasliioaable resort— 
you understand what I mean— a house 
of a certain deacripiion- — 

No, never/' responded Armytage, 
When I have boon at ills office, we 
have eon verged on aotliitig except the 
busni 0 B 8 wliicli took me thltlier. And 
now, mj lord, A' have reached the 
houje wliare 1 have a call to make to- 
night- '' 

‘"Is it not rather late for a call, 
Arinytage ? '' iaqiairod the Duke with a 
smile. 

18 young gentleman; earned 
Softly, belonging to the Guards, and 
who will be of age in eight or ten 
inorithe/' replied the tiiianoier, ** H© 
wants to raise some rnoiiey—he has 
seat for lae^ — sad I must therefore keep 
the time which beat pleases hloaselft 
And now I bid your Grace Goodnight/' 
They separated accordingly ; and as 
the Duke of Marchmont slowly took his 
way homew'ard, h© resolved in his pind 
a certain |>iaQ which h© had formed, and 
in furtherance of which he intended to 
enlist the aid of the Hon. Wilson 
Stanhope* 


CHAPTER LXXXVIII 

MAPAME ANitBIAQUi/'S THEBE 
lIlLhBTS, 

IruMKDiATE'iA" after breakfast on the 
following morning, Matlutiic Angeliqu© 
sate down at her writing-desk, a,ad 
penned three notes, which she despatch- 
ed to m many ditferaiit addresses* 

At aocmfc one in the afternoon an old 
nobleman, having pas.affi through M» 
Bor tin's liauso and entered that of the 
milliner by the mirror-contrived door, 
found his way to the ©legautly appointed 
boudoir where Madame Angaliqu© was 
waiting to receive him. He was verging 
towards Ilia eightieth year: his form was 
completely bowed: the few straggling 
hairs of his head were of snowy white- 
aesB— his eyes were bleared—his face 
was one mass of puckerings and wrinkles 
— he had lost ail his teeth~and the out- 
line of his profile consisted of a number 
of sharp angi^ He was so infirm that he 
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walked with ©OMiderabl© difficulty : he 
had a continaoiES .backlog cough ; and 
h© mumHed and stammered to a degree 
that rendered’ him seareely lEtelliglbl©. 
With ^ the whole of one foot and half th© 
other in „ the grave-— deaf 5 and ia its 
dotage—tMs nobleman had nevertheless 
only Just returned from an embassy at 
one of the principal Contioental ooiirte 
after an absence from Engiand of some 
five or six years. 

Lord Wenham— for such, was his de* 
nomination — had been an oM‘ patron 
of Madame Aogeliq^iie previous to hie 
appointment to the embassy above al* 
inded to : he was well therefor© initi- 
ated in the mysteries of her house hold 
— but the four young ladies wiioni thea 
private part of her ©BtablishnieEt now 
contained s were complete strangers to 
him- She had heard of his recent re- 
turn to the British metropolis ; and 
being resolved to make a last penny 
out of him before she gave up business 
altogether, she had written him the 
not© which now brought Mm into her 
presencOo 

** Why, my dear Madame Angelique/' 
mumbled the old lord, as h© deposited 
himself in an easy chair— an effort 
which raised so violent a lit of coaghiog 
that for upwards of a minute it seemed 
as if his enervated frame must be 
shattered to pieces,*"-** I vow and 
protest that you look— ugh! ugh! — this 
cough of min© !— younger than when I 
last saw you/* 

“ And yet, my lord,'* . responded the 
milliner, “ the lapse of five years can 
scarcely make one look younger 

“ Ah, very good I very good 1 said 
LordWenham? laughing with a chuck!© 
that was hideous as a death-rattle* 
*• Yesg yes— in spite of five years you 
' find me looking — ugh ! ugh 1— younger 
also F’*— for be it observed that on 
account of his deafness h© ' had not 
■caught the precise, terms of the milli- 
ner’s speech. 

You look so young, my lord,*' ex- 
claimed Madam© Angelique, taking ad- 
vantage of the little error into which 
he had fallen, and now speaking loud 
enough to make herself heard, **that 
I am convinced you are as terrible 
amongst the fair sex as ever 1 ” 

‘ ** Ah, ah 1 1 understand/’ said Lord 
Wenham : ** you have got — ugh 1 ugh 1 
— some sweet creature that you mean 
to tempt me with— eh? eh?— ugh! 
ugh!” 


** Fully ©steeming your lordship’i;: 
kind pa^troeage/’ re|oiiied Madaml 
Angeiiqae, bsfora you weat a(! 
Ambassif/ior Pleiiipotonf itary tlif 

Court of-- — I was i’es3;veoi .;-j Yor 
the prefersnce foE” the heoulilfiil 

girl that ov©?; coofidiogly puii-eed iieraeli' 
ia my bandga .1 casi osHUie iil|' 
lord/"' added the wily 0 ijli i 

sig,iiiicaot Scok, * hud fjuk 

and virtuous as ilia day slio ivaio 
an immaculate virgio ! | 

The old Eobismasi leered ant? lickel 
his lips salaciously* 

** it is li posttsve fa(d-5 iny eoEit/ 

need Madame Angel:c|ufu irytii; 

is, she has recently been lloCt an oh 
pha,ii; aiid to bo candid, she ?i liiece; 
of mina. What can I do witli here pooi; 
thing I except provide for Iser hi. a waj' 
of which her beauty rendom .-ler so cle. 
servi'og I ” 

'^*To be sure! to be sore I joid fcie^ 
oM .nobleman, who ui ciru.. c that lie' 
might not lose a single aydabSo tliat fell 
from Madame Aiigei sque";'; !Ip!;y clf «w' 
forth an ear-kiiKipa/:-^ o.riil ' Iriueiiedl 
therewith. Gi) on— ligli ! iigy. h' 

hi all fhrciHcly ay i h‘i\c tie' 
honour to Inforrii your lordslap/ 
continoed the woman: «*aiicl yidrefcire:! 
—But what do you think ! 0l«; 

suddenly ©jacukited. or 

another t/.e Duke of Mttrchmiiiit hoard 
of this lovely creature Ooiiig under mj 
care;, and he camo last iiighi and 
offered mo five Iiundred guineriH lo 
take her oil my iiaiidH. Ihii I gaWj 
* Mo, no, my Lord Duke I i have the 
honour of a nobh^iiui/s acc|uaiiilttiitje 
who I know will cdieeriuliv write mo a 
cheque for a thousand, ty.sti hear off Miai 
Eglantine in triumph i Tliat/tt what I 
said, my iord<. ’ 

And you meant me?’’ said Lord 
Wenham, full of nervous anxiety lo 
obtain possession of the muoli-vaunted 
pri 2 se: '■«you meant mo, mj dear 
creature — -ugh! ugh t tide cough of 
mine 1 — -But you meant mo I ’’ 

Certainly I did, my lord I And wai 
I not right? ■ 

^ To be sure ! to bo sure f *’ responded 
his lordship* »* But can you realij 
guarantee --eh 1-—-^ knoir what 1 
mean*~-ugh ! ugh ! ” 

■•‘That she is mnoconce itself!** 
claimed Madame Angdiiquei ** In shorfe, 
she is almost too prudish ; but I have nd 
doubt that with your lordship powers d 
cajolery— -those powers whioh, m thd 
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aewspapeM ®ay, yoia. oeed to eticli effect 
wfieri yon pet tfee Foreign Minieter 
at t!i 0 Coiirfc of— in sticli a dileoGiEiia 

ss 

'®Ali you Iiia¥'e Iseard of that?'" 

' safd til© ancient diplomatiBt® eliuckl- 
iag« Egad II talked his Exoellaaoj 
off to eieep ; and 'when he ‘i^-v:ka op^ ha 
gigoed the treaty la tlie fcwinkliog of ao 
eye« But about tfeia Miss - 

what a sweet ;aam© I oeitF’ rait-j what a 
sweet name !-- — -iigli ! ugh I ugh f ” 

®®Sii© is yom'B Uierefore* my lord 1 
answered M,adariie AiJigeliciiie ; ®'aiid tli© 
bargain is cciMcluded/® 

Ek ?"““-8to|i 1 cried his lordship., 
siioiild jiist like, you luiow, to 
see her first of all— merely, yon know 
ugli I ugli ! — tills cough c-f mine — 

«sTo be euro I 1 will go and fetch 'her 
at oaice» Thor© are w/rltlng-umtvrhilH : 
jGQi^ lordsiiip can pen ihc e.lies|ue— lor 
if you are not satiiJiucl with the first 
view of her your lordship ca?\ but cancel 
th© draught/* 

Having feliiis spoken, Madame Aiige- 
liqiie issued iTcuu iiiu b».imbdr; ami 
leaving his lordaliip m the laitiHt tjf mi 
ecstatic fit to cougiiing, die asceiid?:d to 
the private cliaiubor ot \hm K:iianllru% 
who had only just coiopioird ne-r toilet! 
For this paragon of virfuc and 
iniicioeno©, who i^m also tinged with 
prudery* had been passing the night, 
and several ^^^iiours uf thy -foreiioun 
also, la thcr arias of one of the fre- 
queiiteri of Madame Aiigylic|U(d.B es- 
tablish meat* 

•• Now, my clear girl/* said the crafty 
woman, ‘M am come to aimounce to you 
that your fortwiio is made. .1 purpose 
to give up my business m soon as 
possible: but iii all motkeiiy kindueis 
I mottii to r.rovkh* for the dear gurk— 
yoiiraelf iacluaed— whom 1 look upon as 
my duiighiers. Mere is a nobleman 
immeiiHCdy rich, whu will take yon into 
his keeping; he will allow you at Icust 
eighty pouuas a week ; and it you pky 
your cards walla, you can marry him* 
To be sure, ho Is not quite bo young as 
he • might be — pefiiaps sii:fcy of ■§©, 
though he may look a tuli© older: but 
then there is ifm to be eoosidertd'-^that 
you manage him ali the more easily : 
for he is somewhat In km dotage, Come 
along with mo at once* Vou mual look 
as modest as posaihia ; md when, in hlg 
lordship's presence, I hint *1 . ihe 
ooimeMoa yon art atom to form with . 


him, 3y'Oii had betie? ’jhrmk out— not too 
loudj TOO knoWs kor fear of being 
overheard — — a.nd theii j/oy. can cling to 
m© ; aod if yoo c-ieosa to go 4>II iu a fife, 
wdy, it riT* 5 y perheo a be iis 'wolL 
However., in tiie tr.og riifi 3"oii will 
yiale! your conscot ; aod k;j\i.iiip 
will provide for yc 3 ij thiii Vte’v Of 

Guuree you ufciorafcaod,^ iiiy iieao, lloit I 
|)Oi'[e:;tiy ib.Kinl/osied worii 1 a.m 
cloiiig for ju'j: usy 0,0 */v' b.i give 

yen e. ao.aOiraiifc p: Hitiim — and 1 do nut 
got) itiiu ^/irUiOig by 110^ 

fraOiio;;'i i ’’ 

Ej;e?iPau 3 voiB perfi cily 'willing to ChII 
Hiito file iojcjiuuiiM ’ojTiiai/i'i vic'A.’i; and 
Blio at foluoAod Al iclunof Augidiquo 
to ibii ^ Ij'Oidoif* A giaact^ at the 
wntio^-iHT'k .showed the iiiiiilnor that 
the cb. q 'C lay there, reafl} iirawu yiit : 
aod thv loslaiit bIu* fiad iiiliaHliiciHl 
Eg sa o la ra.i hu tlic cxciiiibarfHaiioig who 
sei 2 .«'d ^ihe oppjrdifu'gl. wdiilc Inn 
loAicaup'H tycB were rOoica gloatingly 
upon the Hiipqnavcd. vii'iiiu of un aunts 
treuciivvouh ^rupaliiy, iu eatch up tlui 
i!raf\ and tlUTiBl it aaudst tlu' luidn of 
her enure Hiumi ^ um prcvi^ 

Oiitdi rrafiaeij, worf UiLii geme llu'tM.ign: 
the l:aiji“,aa..due;l huntdi wan uUered— - 
t.hc |n’:a*irv iiMn nllVciiHl --ilit! a|i|ieai to 
the Wiciitul aiiiit \uiM by iho 

Iniiuccnt and vnfuniiB nircu aiul tlieii 
the iaiter sank ^racTiiiily down in a 
just m mi wctrcHH nwouim or dia« ii|iaii 
the fcstago though wilh pcrlmppi n, trillo 
liiure ul vulu|guujr4 HUttiidoiuiicnt ol tlio 
luran ^ Water wiw Mprnikkiil upon 
.Eglaniinca cuuiiltuiaiice ; Him suflcrccl 
licrHclf to be Mlnvi>'*y recnveonh*“''**sfiti 
then Iwicncii wiih admirable patioiioo 
iiiid iiitofckiiCH to M iilftuiti Angtdiq 
reasoning— and with an ia|ual dtigtc« of 
exemplary rc«igoaiiu« aim yielded 
torscif to her dcsiiny* 

lii the alieriioon Hurd Wcniiiini cftmt 
ill his Carriage to letch away lii« lairatfooi 
of virtue ; nnti h© placed her m » 
sumptuously furiiislind huum whicti fe# 
hired lor her accamiuudiiticti willi 
atiowaricc of eighty poiinda per week. 
We may add that m the eveiiiAg of ifi© 
vary sama day on which lisi lordship 
paid Madiiittc Angelic|ii<a a fchousiijftci 
giiinaas far the bcaukdtil Eglauiui# ii.ocl 
g»va th® young ^lady the lirsi 
of her uuttgiyficonl iiiooiiio, ht miwil 
gmarously m4 mUiy tommri^d m 
mnqm for I wo guinfui 1.0 th® Scorttofj 
of %m todely for ito Histrilmiioo of 
Mftad smuoiMttfe fchii 
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a ciieqii© for twsBty gniaeas to tlia 
AssooiaDsofl lOi’ thQ ProleetioE o! Yoeog 
Pemake. 

To return tiowever to Madam© An- 
geliqu©^ Scarcely . tiad sh© ejected 
her most disinterested arrangeiiieet 
with Lord Wenhanij aod had dismissed 
the paralyzed doting old eoblemaoj 

when the second of the three billets 
which she had despatched in t-li© iBorii- 
ingj was personally answered by the 
appearanc© of a gentienian rejoicing in 
the oam© of Mr. White Choke-r* H© was 
dressed in complete blacky und wor© a 
low cravat of snowy lairnes®. Ee 
showed no shirt-oollarj and had alto- 
gether a very olercial look. His hair 
was cropped all rooiid like a Parltan*s 
and was combed sleek and straight down 
over his forehead. He had a long pal© 
countenance, the expression of which 
was so habitually that of sanctimonious 
self-martyrization aod lugubrious de- 
oiureiiess, that even when he tried to 
smile on entering the milliners boudoir, 
he looked like an undertaker or a funeral- 
mute making a desperate attempt to 
appear gay. Very keee-sighted persoosj 
on regarding Mr., While Choker more 
closely, might have fancied that there 
was something in the expression of his 
coarse lips and in the gleaming of his 
dark deep-set small ©yes which denoted 
the strong passions of the m,an and the 
difficulty he had in concealing them 
beneath the gloss of assumed sanctity 
and hypocritical cant : but on this point 
we ourselves say nothing— for Mr. White 
Choker was a saint 1 
yes— great indeed was he at Exeter 
Hall ^ the period of the May meet- 
ings. Who could 80 well declaim against 
the ignorance and demoralization of the 
lower classes ? who could whine and 
moan and weep in auoh desperate 
anguish at thh benighted condition of 
the heathen, thousands and thousands 
of miles off in ihe islands of the South 
Paoifio ? Who could so pathetically 
enloroe the necessity of sending mis. 
sionaries. and flannel jackets, and 
hymn-books, and tracts and all kinds of 
godly publications, to the poor naked 
cannibals of those islands? Who was 
more ready in putting down his money 
for the Eoreign Bible Sooiety, or in 
taking up the starving beggar who 
him in a street of the 
British metropolis? In a word. Mr. 
White Choker was a veritable saint : 
hiB name was considered synonymoos 


with piety phfloatliropy thsmaelves 
and if it were the fasfaioa isi this p,rote( 
taut eouiati'j ior perecas to be o-irsonize 
■— aad before they v/ere dead too — Mi 
White Choker was the Fery man whot 
all the Exeter Haliito-s would hav 
selected for the honour, and xviiom th 
whole Bsaeis o' llssSiops would havi 
pronounced worthy therecf. 

Of eourae -tfea ivader is fally preparet 
to hear that so good a, man could onli 
have come to Mada.uio Angeliquo’i 
estabiishaaeat with one object ; natiiely 
to read its proprietress a very long aiic 
serious lecture on the wickedness of the 
life she was leading. And yet somehow 
or another this wan not ‘ the worthy 
gentleman’s aim for, as we have seen, it 
was in answer to one the milliner’s 
billets that he now showed himself in 
her presence. 

“My dear Mr. Choker,” she began, 
with one of her most amiable smiles’ 
“ I am sure you will be delighted to 
learn that I have resolved upon'" retirian' 
from business end living henceforth 
respectably upon my means.” 

“ Come now. mother,” said the white- 
oravetted gentleman, with a more 
successful attempt at a laugh than he 
had previously made, “this is not 
iixober tl“l— neither is it a committee 
ot the horeign Cannibal-Reclaiming, 
Wegro-Ohristiaiiisiag and Naked-Savage- 
Clothing Society. Everything is good 
iili its plti,©© and way*- — — 

“And you have come,' my dear Mr. 
Choker interrupted Mada.no Ange- 
hque, blandly, “ for whatsoever 1 may 
ave In my place and in wiy way 

to put at your disposal I 

“That is speaking like a true Chris 
~i meaa like a womaa of the world 

..id Mr. Choker, thu. rery properl, 
correcting himself. pmperiy 

time, my dear 
sir, continued the milliner, “since the 
light of your countenance shone within 

f/i. : and therefore 

1 thought that I might take the liberty 
under peculiar circumstances, of invit- 
present oooasion.” 

ChnW “sweredMr. W-liite 

SSfk a hypocritical scoundrel 
Obadiah Snuffienose, the Vioe-President 
! Society, frequents your house; 
as ho and I are at daggers drawn 


^ “ And yet,” exclaimed Madame 
r®®”® '^®gree of astonish- 

I saw the other day a poblished 
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letter of yoii/e to the gentleman toii 
namoi and oommenc^og. Desrc^st and 
best beloved brother in tlie good work® 
Obadiah Stiiiffleiiose— — 

I tell you once more;'^ said Mi\ 
White Choker^ wiila considerable as- 
peiity, wa are not in 

oomoiitte© upon tlia diatribaiion of that 
last new tract addresised to all savoury 
vessels* But d— a tli© vessels ! My dear 
' madam j let's get to biisiriess, W^hy dkl 
you send for me ? 

“ If you were to hear, Mr, White 
Choker/^ contiooerl Ma, darner Aogaliciue.^ 
that I have ihe luveiieftfc Gerieari girl 
beneath this roofh m'ho has ool}^ gone 
astray once— O'^rc ispoo my boiioiir, aiKl 
no more 

“Ah,, if I t.hcn'ight I could rely upon 
you,/‘ said Blr, (jhoker whose curiosity, 
as well as a stronger piu-sion,' was coo- 
Biderably piqued, But it was not 
altogether on aceoiiiit ' of Soiiilifoose 
that). I have staid away from your esta- 
blishment for the last three or four 
years: it hacause that young 

creature — you roiiiember her well — iluit- 
you liirniHlied me, wid'i the solemn 
assurance slica eliaHtity herBelf, 

presented iiio w ifcfi a — thiim ping 

boy four or five iiioniha afterwuials, 'and 
threatened to ex|K)S6 me if I did not 
provide lor the braf:* Ah, madam, that 
was a sad, sad aifair~“~*” 

** But, my dear friend Mr* Choker,’" 
interrupted Maclaiuo Aiigcllque, we 
are ail liable to error——*’ 

“But such mi error m that, my dear 
madam I . Only coticudve a thumpifig 
boy I — and the whitc-tTavalled gentle- 
man's coiiniuniinco btwaiiie so elong etl 
at the bare thought, that at the moinent 
it could have vied with the length of her 
bright poker itself 

“*Well, my dear sir, I admit the 
thumping boy was a great nuiianod-«a 
very great imimum, " But in this case, 
with my beautiful charming Linda, who 
has only fallen once, tiiere cannot 
possibly bo any such appreherisbin If 

you were Just to see her But do you 

think ?’* ejaculated the milliner, thus 
suddenly interrupting herself* «*01d 
Lord Wenham was here Just now, and 
he actually and positively drew me out 
a cheque for four hundred guineas for 
this sweet German* And what did I 
say t • No* no, my lord ; • I have the 
the honour of being acquainted with a 
gentleman who will give five hundred P 
Xhafs what I said, Mr* Choker I ** 


But you mentioiied no name ? “ said 
tb© saint.,. a,oxi©ii8h\ 

Nc.’ifc for the w(U’irl ! responded 

Mahanie Aog6.ik|ue. “An this dear 
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Wi^-b tin'Me word-'^j ii.f*iar!ie Afigvliqua 
(|urttcu the boiiduir ; ami a^ceiiJcd to 
tfu' ebani!a2r of the Getman yn1,-nvbo 
havii,ig, like Alisii K;ifa.U' iiuq rncioiliy 
dsBiiUHse I an inlrnircr wlio regiifurly 
viBiteil her twiei‘ n wen-k, wan tiiiiHliing 
her lidlet by the aid of a fenuifc depend** 
ani 'Ike nniid wan dh'tmiHBcd from the 
room; ami Madame Ang<dH|iiiq Imvirig 
iutimaliHl her iiitefdiMa fidiiing 
snl'-s private life, pryeiit'diai to iiddrnss 
the yoinig l.i^y in ||ic folio wing 
marif,iC‘r :— 

" It is therefore my duty a« w«dl as 
my fdeaHure, d^'Jir iJrala, to provelo 
for yours. df and itoiiipaidtmit. You 
know what 1 have iunt tlone for Kgkii.- 
tine; and now it yiuir I arm A very 
pious genilemau will take you into ln» 
keepiiig ; h« will ‘you hand- 

soniely ; and wfieii your ijiii It! in barn *** 
whi«h I tiupp(iH« vt ill lu* in nbout five 
mtuitlis — he mmt provide for ife !ibe> 
rally, beoHuee you will hevo him oom* 
pletdy in >oar power. He Ime got a 
wife and lar*5e (Hitiily ; ami if you pnjy 
threaten logo to his house and create a 
disturbance, you might bring him to 
any teruiSj He is imioenaely iich, and 
aa thoroutrh'paoed a hypooHte as ever 
the sun abone upon, of oourae, my 
dear girl, you wdl keep your cowdition 
a secret as long as you can ; and 
tefcweea yon and me, I have assured 
him that you are bat ooe remove from 
compieta ohaetity—— However, you wiii 



know iiow to manage your wliit©- 
eravatted puritan I and now com© and 
be introduced to bim- S op I— you can 
throw a kerchief o¥er your necks eo m 
to appear modest ; and you can easily 
Buffer It to glide off^ as if quit© udgofis- 
cioiisly^ in the bashful confosion of yoor 
thoughts 

Linda was well pleased with th© 
arrangemeota thus sketched forth; 
and the kerchief being duly tiftrown 
Over her neck, she accompanied 
Madame ' Ar^geliq-oe to th© boudoir 
where ^ Mr„ While Choker had into© 
meantime pooned the cheqii© for 
hundred goineaa Li’orla appeared all 
blushing' modesty ; and her lo .kB were 
bent .down a ae the saint devoured Ij6f 
with his gloating ©yes. There woas a 
little convereation, during which th© 
kerchief glided ,off from the syTen’s 
whit© neck and voluptuous bosom ; and 
her triumph was complete. ' 

In the evening Mr. White Choker 
cam© ill a streei-eab to feieh aw->.y hm 
charmer ; and thoojrh he dared not .us© 
h:s own private carriage for the por^poso, 
he nevertheless promised that "on tfe© 
fallowing day Linda should have the 
most beautiful turn-out of her own -that 
was to ha seen in all London, H© 
installed her in a beautiful httb aubur*' 
ban villa* ready fornlshed* md which 
he had hired^ off-hand for her immediate 
accominodat'loa ; then, as an ©sous© for 
^ passing that first night away from 
hom©j, he assiired th© wife of his bosom 
the excellent Mrs. White Choker, that 
he was going to keep a vigil of bleased 
‘ prayer by the bedside of a dear brother 
m the good work, who was lying at that 
extremity which was but th© passport to 
th© realm of eternal bliss. 

Scarcely had Madame Angeliqu© 
^mpleted Ler transaction with Mr 
White Choker, when the Hon. Augustas 
bofty was announced. This young 
gentleman had just entered his twenfcvt 
first year, and would inherit on attain- 
mg his majority a fortune of sixty 
thousand pounds, if he had not already 
anticipated it by bills and bonds to the 
tune of nearly one-half. He had re- 
cently obtained a commissiQn in the 
Guards • and on being emancipated from 
the apron strings of his fashionable 

• L.. . ■ however chiefly at 

mght-time that he took his survey of 
what he termed “life: ’> for inasmuch 
as he was never in bed until there or 


four o^cIock IB til© he sl^pt t| 

it< was tim© to torsi out for parade^^ 
after wfirlch he drsii.k ho cooiosiisfy Qj: 
bottled stout and cherrr-hroFHly at 
loneh., ‘'‘'jsist to give a 'tooo to Lt 
s to El sell./' that b© was 
Btranioed to go to brd^'g'i' v .depk: 
sleep off th© e.ffvels o sr* ?r!a’vj fkiijof' 
aod rise refresiK'd for clfri’ '--'-oP'/ v'fiejj 
his etofv^ech u ;fO ^ * oue*"' 

ftrid if a ooupie of bottfeo t r 
MOhcPlie. vtuot.h if « ‘‘U, ‘ 1 

fp.Tiir--g t=u<>h tor,-, };■ - 

ho,.My 0.,!-air,l;,7 3 . . , ■ fo, 

procuinog iL Turidsig out c>-sreb*f0’' 

U;t tcB o cloe.k nt had the 

a.dv>iniijf.;e of the • as-L-i' .psi p;.,nv jjj^ 
.l>ow to birealc poli , .,'h ij...,,!., ; ..,r 
ha dropp,^.!i in?:) senie i;:;-i!;io,'iahle 
gambling faonso, ta-rn «„■« Ij,^. 

8uflici-iu for the blaciiiew an,! slmr.P. 
tuere to piiiacfe liim gp,(>«5. yy f’’;orc’.!||||iT 
though »jtp,-,rtv;tly „ut 
snow the j-ic.i-vV 

h© WclB tlM?N I'J) ©COfp 

In fiorsuiM'l apoea r iBi'o fh.!-’' Hon 


totally b©..rd/j 


lio 


'H'jo/rted 


every kiiown sai-Ui-a.i of 

moust.-ieho f.o r. n ‘um 

agasnat ifa oikm isjohii.i'uur! ; ..j,, 

was a!togoi„.er au ftoyiHfi ih.at ho di-.l liut" 
look Hbovu !li,. l„i,i f-lur. :. 

aoly rogular feu.,urar, of an n.risl,o...r4ir': 
p«..: 1.,'! th- e-n.-as ,/ hiH ' 

teu,!iN.i« ‘■-'•iM v-ai- i!,i nv. ■ f 

stolidi.y^ hV;v.-W.r.,h: ,■ i n a • hdio.J 

patocl, wita uiS ;;bu biJiie.i .;f j, 

rather «po,l Ju, a w.'is i ^v-ij w.fh* th 
manneta of a If;- ‘ea o.' •!!!(,' 

rr?, 1° 

on to rack and nim iH i,i , ,,v, 

oould-raising mv.ii.y 
mtere8t-..pl,.„.gin« -ieoi-jav.shitif 
fl protended friends, wl»c 

flattered him to his face and laiuduid at 
him behind his back • playing the 
spend-thrift amoiigsE tbe dissoluto and 

th«^ to drop a few hundreds at 

the gaming table, and the finoet tiling of 
all to let my Lore} Swindlehurst nainf off 

th«' "bVd™'*;:? S,“™“ ' ,'>»™ 
Ueutenant SoM,’, i,|e. 3 

this was the young gontlenian who, 

ttod lilkT®'^ Angelique's 

answer it in 

perBoo* 

An- 

^gustus boftly had only visited the 
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milliner’s establisliment on two former 
ocoasioos ; and each of those times 
MsdemoisellQ Aroiantinej the French 
■girl, was absent for some reason or 
another. This Madame Aagelique knew 
full well ; she was ooasequently aware 
that the yonog gentleman had never as 
yet seen her— and' hence the game 
which she was about to play. 

“Weil old lady,” he said, on entering 
j the boudoir— for he thought it might be 
' fine to adopt a familiar manner with 
I Madame ^ Angeiique ; and we should 
inoidentaily remark that he spoke with 
the languid dissipated air and with the 
drawing-room drawl which are best 
approved amongst silly young men in 
fashionable life “ weii, old lady, wh.at 
on earth could have made you send to 
drag me out of my comfortable bed 
at such an ufiseemly hour in the 
morning ? ” 

Yes, it is unseemly,” exclaimed 
Madame Angeiique, “ I admit it. Only 
four in the afternoon — in the morning, 

I mean ! But then you see, you fashion- 
able young gentlemen turn night into 

day, and day into night ^Oh I it is 

positively shocking, you naughty 
fellows 1 ” 

Why, there's really nothing going on 
in the day-time,” sa-d Mr. Softly, with 
an air of satiety and disgust. I am 
siok of hawing to the same beauties in 
the Park— siok of lounging up Regent 
Street ; and as for monung-oalls— why, 
we of the Guards, you know, never pav 
theml ’ ^ ^ 

Ah I I repeat, you gentiamen of the 
Guards are suoli terribi© follows I said 
Madame Angeiique, with a dapreeating 
look: “you are enough to turn the 
heads of all the sweet creatures— ravish 
their hearts ” 

" Weil, matter myself,” drawled out 
Mr. Softly leaning affectedly back in his 
chair and caressing his beardless chin 


with an air of languid listleesness, ” 


we 


rather overpowering 


of the Guards are 
in ohr way.” 

o Mr. 

Softly : for if you only knew why I took 
the liberty of asking you to favour me 
with a oa!l this afternoon— —morninfl', I 
mean- — ® 

“ Some precious wickedness, lil be 
bound 1 • --and Mr. Softly condescended 
to give forth a slight laugh, which 
wrresponded amazingly well with his 
drawing-room drawl. 

0—8 


Wickedness indeed, you naughty 
good-for-nothing fellow ? ” responded 
■ tne wily woman shaking her finger at 
her intended _ victim, “'Here is the 
sweetest, lovalieat, young French girl, 
WHO has been in keeping with the Duke 
of aJarehmont for two months, at the 
rate of a hundred guineas a week— 
and who has left him — positively and 
volT’-^ his Grace, all through 

” Through me, old lady ? ” said Au- 
gustus, running lijs fingers through his 
bmp ight hair, whioh hung in what are 
oaued rats tails over his ears. “What 
the devil do you mean ? ” 

‘ I mean that she went to see the 
Guards parade the other day ; and she 

came running off to me— for I am her 

miiliiier, you must know — to ask if I 
coula tell her who was that duck of a 

young officer ? And then she described - 
you ! 

‘‘ How delicious !— positively delioi- 
ous ! said Mr. Softly, chuckling and 
rubbma his hands “ 

” I knew whom she meant in a mo- 
ment.” continued Madame Angeiique; 

becauae when she said that she'alluded 
to the luindsornesfc. the genteelest. and 
yet the most military-looking of all the 
young officers, 1 was perfectly well 
was speaking of: and 
when I told her that I had the honour 
° ohe nearly fainted 
with joy— and she vowed that she could 
be happier with you on fifty guineas a 
week, fell an wi th hia Gmee of MarofatEouli 
on two hundred/’ 

Why tlifa ia an good as a romanoe I ** 
exclaimed the delighted and credalons 
augiistiia, 

• Quite as good,” answered Mad 
Angeiique: and she no doubt 
precisely what she said Onl 
my dear Softly, the hon- 
amd the glory of runuiuj^ uu wita a 
Dukes nuiatress: Why. it is better 
than running off with his wife : because 
a man of the world is always more 
sensitive in respect to his mistress than 
h6 m to his wife. How yon will be 
spoken about I— what a noise you will 
make !— -what a sensation I — -and all 
the ladies will smilingly call yon the 
naughty man ! ” 

••’Pon my soul, it will bo quite deli- 
Lieutenant Softly. 

** But is she beautiful ? ” 

ea rejoined Madame Angeliqae. •* She 
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Is the daughter of an old Prenoh Mar- 
quis ; .and Marchmont took her, by my 
aids from a convent between two and 
three months ago^ She never really 
liked the Duke : her only object was to 
escape from a seclusion which she ab- 
horred ; and" as lor her virtue, apart 
from this one little failing, I . am ready 
to guarantee it in a bond of a hundred 
thousand pounds^ or on an affadavit 
sworn before the Lord Mayor of 
London/" 

Of course such guarantees cMocbed 
the argument — at least in the mind of 
the credulous, conceited, and frivolous 
Augustus Softly ; and already as elate 
aa he could be with his presumed coo- 
questj h© gave vent to hie delight in 
the most extravagant expressions — 
all of . which Madam© Angeliqoe care- 
fully echoed, while laughing io her 
.sleeve* 

“Feeling confident,’" she resumed 
that you would grant the dear girl an 
interview, I sent to reqsieet that she 
would pay me a visit this afternoon. 
But would you believe it? she is so 
frenzied with delight, that she orders 
her maid to pack up, bag and baggage — 
and away she comes, leaving the splendid 
apartments the Duke had provided for 
—and upon her toilette-table a rose- 
tinted perfumed billet, with a few 
laconic lines to the efieot that she 
separates from his Grace for ever 1 I 
told her that her conduct was madness, 
as she could not possibly be sure that 
you would take her under your own 

protection- though it ia true that old 

Lord Wenham, who was here just now, 
and saw her alight at my door, offered 
me two hundred and fifty guineas if I 

would use my influence 

^ By Jove, I will just make it double ! ” 
ejaculated Softly, ** I hope you will not 
feel offended ** 

I really do not know/’ said Madame 
Angelique, with a very serious oouute- 
nance, whether I ought to receive 
anything in a transaction which is really 
so delicate, and which I merely under- 
took to manage from motives of pity for 
the sweet creature and out of regard for 
you. But if you must write a cheque 
for five hundred guineas# I cannot think 
of wounding your feelings by refusing to 
accept it/’ 

*‘Mow lucky I got that loan through 
Armytage this morning !” thought the 
young -lieutenant to himself, as, put- 
ting aside all his f^^ languor, he 


flew to th© desk to pea the cheque: 
©lee I should have cut but a devilig 
sorry figure with the old lady — aa 
ehoeld have loet the French beauty/® ; 

“ Dear aj©, what creatures you youti 
GuardBmen are ! said Madam© Angi 
li{|u©j, as if musiiig to herself , but takin 
very good car© tfiat fcli© llon« ikisgosti 
Softly should catcli ilie words whio 
she ottered I never saw siicii killiu 
meo — their vary looks are sufficient t 
conquer female hearts in a moment f “ 
Where is the beauty ? ” asked Sofj 
ly, drinking in all this pleasant flattery, 
I will go and fetoli her,” aai 
Madame Angeiiqoo : and she issued froj 
the boudoir. 

Mademoiaell© Armaiitine had passe 
the precediog oight in the arms of a 
attache to a Foreign Eml)aBsy cot 
Gennan one, lor Madame Aogeiiqu 
knowing very well that tli© Germa 
representatives of their native priocei 
were a set of scurvy paupers, neve 
allowed them to sat foot in her establisi: 
meot. The Fro o oh girl ivas in a: 
elegant evni-iiag toilet; and she looke.- 
rav'iaiiiogiy beaufciiuh IVIadarrie Ang<i 
lique compiioienfced her upon he 
bewitcdiiog appearance: and then ad 
dressed her in the ensuing manner ' 

“ You are already aware, toy dea 
Arrnaiitioe, that I am about to give iij 
my bosioesB, and that I have alread; 
provided in the handsomest oianac3r fo 
those dear girls Eglanlurie and Linda 
Your turn is now com© ; batweei 
you and me,, my dear, you are the bes 
off. What think you of a young, hand 
some, and elegant oflicer of the Guards- 
exceedingly intelligent and aocompliehei 
— witty and clever— not yet of a;;*©, bn 
able to raise as much money aa h 
thinks fit ? 

Armantine’s coii,iitenaiioe expressal 
her satisfaction with the proposal 
arrangement i 

“ I am glad that you are pleased,' 
continued Madame Angelique; “and !' 
is all the ■ more delightful* to me, inas 
much as tli© trouble I am taking i 
purely disinterested. But there are osi 
or two litfeia things that I must tell yog 
my dear young friend/’ . , | 

She then explained the particulars d 
the tale which she had told the Mod 
Augustus Softly,— adding, “ You cas 
safely give him the same assurances 
for I * will take care that Marohmofi 
shall , not contradict you. I can d< 
anything I like with the Duke ; and si 
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iot that part of the history which 
flattered the young officer with the idea 
of the violent passion you have con- 
ceived for him ’’ 

“ Trust to me to play my part pro- 
perly,” interjected Armantine. “ Of 
all men as a protector, I could best 

fancy an officer in the Guards!’' 

‘ fle will allow you fifty guineas a 
week, ’ rejoined Madame Augelique; 
« and if within a twelvemonth you do 
not ruin hi a completely, it will be your 
own fault. My dear girl, the reputation 
of a young lady is never estalilished 
until she has ruined three or four of her 
lovers. Look at your celebrated 

actresses But no matter ! Softly 

must be dying of impaHence ; and you 
must accompany me forthwith. Re- 
member rny dear, bashful tenderness 
and modest joy — that is your cue ! ” 

The infamous woman thereupon con- 
ducted the pliant and willing French 
girl to the boudoir, aud so well did 
Armantine play her part that the Hon. 
Augustus Softly was completely ravish- 
ed by his presumed conquest. Madame 
Aogolique took possession of the cheque 
unperceived by Armaiitiue, — who that 
same evening left the establishment, to 
take up her new abode in the splendidly 
furnished lodgings which her lover had 
lost no time in engaging for her reoep- 

f.lATI. 


CHAPIEtt LXXXIX. 

AMY. 

The Yiliag© of ilofuloorn is at no 
great distaace from the town of Ashford 
in the eon tt try of Kent. About a 
quarter of a mile from Haadoora stood 
a neat little cottage m the midst of a 
garden; and the place was. the property 
of an elderly woman —the widow of a 
email farmer who had held land in that 
neighbourhood. It was in this cottage 
that Amy Sutton, formerly lady Vmaid 
to the Duchess of Marchmont, was now 
lodging* 

Some weeks had elapsed since her 
meeting with Ohriatlan Ashton in the 
train on her journey to Headcorn; and 
the reason which had induced the un* 
Tortunat© young woman to seek this 
retirement, could no longer be concealed 
from the ©yes of the world* She was in 
a way to become a mother. 


It was in the afternoon ; and Amy* 
was seated alone in the little parlour 
which she occupied at the cottage. 
There was a work- basket on the table- 
hut she did not work ; there were books 
on a shelf— but she had recourse to none 
of them to begtiil© the time* ' She was 
plunged in deep thought; and the 
©xpresBloo of her couiiteoance would 
have shown to an observer^ if any at 
the time w'ere near, that the tenour of 
her reflections was of a dark ominoualj 
brooding character. She had informed 
Christian of the exact truth in respect 
to the black treachery which March* 
moot had perpetrated towards her; 
and she was resolved on vengeanc©. 
Amy was naturally one of those dis- 
position that* ooldly impiaoabl© when 
once a dcterniinatiooi of this sort was 
settled, exhibited no feverish im- 
patience to carry it out until opportu- 
nity served. She would bid© her time 
— and therefore her‘s was a character 
all the more dangerous* and the revenge 
she conterapiated was ail th© more 
certain to be sooner or later wreaked. 

But it was not the sense of her 
wrongs which solely engaged her 
thoughts : she had to deplore the fall of 
a sister more beauteous than even ah© 
herself was, and whom she had loved as 
tenderly as her cold disposition would 
permit lier to love at all. She had in the 
morning of that day received a letter 
from her sister ; aud the contents thereof 
entertwined themselves with the refleo- 
tiona that ah© was pursuing In regard to • 
her own position* 

The farmer's widow was no relation 
to Amy Sutton i but they had become 
acquainted by some means which it is 
not worth while pausing to describe; 
and when Amy had found that the time 
was approaching when she could no 
longer be able to conceal her position 
from the world, she bethought herself of 
Mrs. Wiilis as a woman in whom she 
could confide, and of her rural habita- 
tion as a place where she might bring 
forth in seoiusion the off-apring of her 
shame and dishonour. Eor in such a 
light does society regard the illagili- 
mateiy born ; although the mother may 
have been guiltless of wanton frailty, 
and merely the victim of foulest trea- 
chery — as was th© case with poor Amy 
Sutton. 

It was th© afternoon, as we have said, 
that she' was sitting in the little *^parlottr 
at the cottage when her ear oaii|[ht the 
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rooiid of footsteps approaobing throagb geatte rerjaoriBtFaaca, tiiiiik jou lhi 
the garden; and raising her eyes, she yon do ^^ell to kc^ep riiHirl 
beheld Christian Ashton* Her first state of hioessaat exeitosTPjat i 
impulse was to order the servant^girl to brooding o*/dr this hoped-foif v'angi 
deny her to the young gentleman: for ano© ? 

be it recollected that when they were ft has bacoai© to the 
traYeiling together, she had not revealed food of idu? m 

to him the full extent of misery entailed fortonat© joaag jj.'ui jf 

upon her by the Duke of Marchmoot’s perish oa t-a© '©‘rilohl ^ ..iva tl] 
black criminality. But a second thought life of that; man I ed ii} fc 

determined her to see him. He was possible to Wt’- di ^ v¥hic 

already acquainted with nearly a^ery he may live to p.-.Oi 


thing that regarded her : —and of what 
avail to keep back the rest? Besides, 
in her solitude alio could welcome him 
as an old acquaintance — almost as a 
friend : she knew him to be a youth of 
the strictest probity and honour ; and 
there is no sorrow so desperate but that 
it may derive a balm, however slight and 
however evanescent} In its effect from 
friendly compaoiooship. 

Christian was accordingly introduced ; 
and with that air of frank kindness 
which was natural to him , he proilerad 
his hand,-— saying, I would not pass by 
this neighboorhoodfl Amy, without seeing 
you -although my time is not complete- 
ly my own.’’ 

The unfortunate young woman had 
instinctively risen on the entrance of 
one whom she regarded as a superior ; 
and then her condition was at once 
revealed to his view. His sense of 
delicacy as well as his generosity how- 
ever prevented him from betraying that 
he noticed the circumstance ; and in the 
pme considerate mood he at once glided 
into discourse upon the current topics 
of the day- He was almost sorry that 
he had intruded ' upon the young 
woman’s privacy, painfully situated as 
she was: but he had presented himself 
there with a kind motive— for the tale 
she had told him in the railway carriage 
had enlisted his sympathy on her 
behalf. 

You can no longer be ignorant, Mr, 
Ashton,” Amy at length said, while her 
countenanoe was suffused with the glow 
of mingled shame and indignation, “of 
the reason which led me into this 
Beelusion, I am unhappy—so unhappy, 
Mr. Ashton, that were it not for the 
sake of revenge I should not cling to 
life. ^ But; Oh, revenge will be so sweet I 
-^and deadly indeed shall its nature be 
when the proper time for wreaking it 
arrives!’’ 

“Great though your wrongs have 
been, Amy,” said Christian in a tone of 


For Ai?. f, . iic 

io thin 4 lk .hj] . k' i '/!’ , , jne 

CbriBt!.-f,o. ‘’To |if 

of toe l)ti\© ;>i -a 4 <•> pbtys i 

friglifctul 'lu rvb|i'\ i to 3‘ou 

ow.n life,’’ 

‘■And what li.-iva 1 to bva for?' 
demmided fcha ymuvi wunnut, with evei 
a fierce '* Mot fur tiio (diib 

that will be loo o.»; uf 

outrag© and siojma i wiio adde( 

bitterly : I fo-.ri’he nad abhii.r it evei 

before it is born I 

“ You will rijT;i oui 

young hero, CM the biin; ae.vAca h 

your bo.som.” 

“As soon place u vipc;r riiare!' 
ejaculated Amy Siiltori. But f was 
about to toll you that | kfiik-i lUii. iiiiig, 
and can have iiothiiig '«aave my firosent 
hope of veogeanoe— .wliioli binds lue k 
life. When that} is aocoin|>l.!«liod, I 
shall be ready tc dit?**— or iti tlie 
accomplishment of it 1 inay eiigall 
myself 1 ” 

“But have you no relatives;’ mM 
Christian, infinitely pained as WidI as 
shocked by the language that llowsd 
from the iip of the unfortunate young 
woman,— “ have you no relatives wk 
could be kind to you now, and who 
would have to deplore your fate if by 
your own madness— — 

“ I have one relative wfiom t loved— 
yes, still love,” reeponcled Amy, In a 
mournful ton©,—** a very near one— a 
sister: but she is likewise fallen I “ 

' By treachery also ? asked Chrii* 
tian* . 

“ No— by her own wanfeonness and 
weakness,” rejoined Amy* «* I will tel! 
you a brief narrative. We two sisieri 
were left orphans at a somewhat early 
age: an aunt took charge of Marion-' 
another aunt took charge of me* The 
aunt who adopted Marion was the richer 
of the two rcktiveg; and she gave 
Marion an education fitting her for the 
position of a lady* The aunt who took 
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:dliarg© of iiic\ broiiglii} me up to a 
'gettteel serFitiid©-— iiamelyj, to© posltiosi 
of a lady’s maidd Tliis aoat died wiieo I 
was beiuweea fit'IJ^een aod, si Jiteea : I wear, 
iato soir¥'iG©~-aiid have 6¥©r siac© ©araed 
'my bread -y caiiiB own iiooesf} indiiafcryo 
My auat taught me thrift— aad I iia^o 
been tlitrifty ; or else 1 elioold not now 
possess t-be MeaFia of retirieg awlula from 
the world— 'for not cJiao single coin of the 
gold that fell© villain Mardioicmfe oIgit'uI 
as a reetnnpvnso firr hlr. foul tfeLiiGberj^ 
(lid I ae.ce|)t I But I wa,::i aboiio to sperdc 
of Marioo* It would bo diffieult to coo- 
aeiFe a' rnor© Icuvoly csraatore: ehe is 
indeed exci'uis'itely boo.ritHol— and her 
beauty has proved her riiio, Tw^o years 
ago til© aiiQfc wlio liad adopted her, dicad 
■ Buddeisly ; and the prop-.'Tty which she 
iotaiided Marion to inherit, waa swept 
away ioto tips po.^'seaeioii.of siraagers, 

■, through sujiie Inforniallt}^ in the will of 
til© (i(3c<aasail. I rccomnieuded MaFs.; 3 u 
- to obtain a sitUAfeiion as a goveiMiesy — lor 
' which her aeGomplh/hmeiits litfeed her. 
She went into a family la that capacity 
but ill a short time she became the 
victim of a scwJaoer. Ibis wm the Earl 
of Bsltiagts f and with him she lived 
' until very recently I tho^ight all the 
whil©-— or at ieast iiiitil some weeks back 
—that she was stiil in her position as a 
goveriiesi : lor her letters gave me an 
aasuraiioe to that elfcet On leaving 
the service of the Diiehesa of March- 
mojQt, I went to see my sister : but 
instead of finding her living as a 
preoeptreaa in a respectable family, i 
found her hixuriatiiig In the gilded 
infamy which at one© proclaimed itself 
to my eoijaprcliei'isioiu Then, in the 
agony of my mind, I revealed every- 
thing which related to myself— told 
her bow I had likewise fallen, though 
heaven knows through no fault of 
mine 1— and told her like wise who was 
the . author of my ruin. Then I came 
hither/* 

Amy ceased suddenly ; and Ohrigtian, 
much pained by the narrative which ha 
had Just heard, said in a gentle voioa, 

“ I fear from the manner in which you 
broke off, that you have nothing to 
add in^ respect to peiiitanoe and 
reformation on the part of your erring 
sister f:** . . . 

*‘Alas, nothing!** responded Amy' 
Sutton. '*So far from seeking to turn , ■ 
into a better path, Marion has taken a 
downward step la the career which she ’ 
IP pursuinl. The Ewl of Bcltinge 


discovered that slio wm faithless to 
him; and m a. oiomsnt hs discarded 
heF„ Yes— aisrcilessly j thoygli perhaps 
his severfry |osrBiabie ho 

tsM'oeil her adrift into tlie streets, — 
Btrsppii^g her of every vafniable and 
cosJy gera witli \-?hich lie hral preaeFoted 
her during t,he tiK.--© she vraa under liis 
protection W reronu.v; had elio ? 
Tlie iiiiL iFttraale ghd foond boi* way to a 
hoiiLO ol lasajoEci L’i© widch ie 

-o o % .. i ! D ■ r > i ■ . - ■ ‘ — /:! t 1 e w t; in a a ti e n e o — 
oiikno'.ro t.s ^von/* 

To oac ? ’’ ejaculated iTjristiaiie In 
tfie iinf.-’tgiieti iisf.oi‘!aiiriieiit : and 

tlieii WiiiJ'.) a l'QH.ik td indigiiati;-()n^ h© 
BA'id, can atiHur© joip Miss Sutton 

I did not moan to cHVai<f nor to 
in.8:di) you/’ reepondud the young 
wo'n.am ihi© fr^gmoiirtbl© lioiii© of 
irU'-uiiy to wliicb I alliide is that same 
M : a.'S HI Vi AllgOi iq?i0*s ” 

..Ah, 1 c!Oj,apr'.‘h«^ii)i - ! cried (jfirlB- 
tu-iUs— '* the wIku'o dreSHOS 

were mad a, tl*,e diiiOuiici'il iiho <t f which 
BO nr.arly i.wovcJ fatal to ilio eliaraotor 

of the Du iue-Hg of .darehrtitMifc f * 

-'Tao Biriia/' Amy rcqdieti : for the 
avocuVaua o* a ck’eBsmaker iia.*4 boeri for 
years oarrled un ijy Madanitj Aiigeli- 
qucf m a biiad Cor the iiiatlisoina 
trailio wliicb ahe piirdtiee behind the 
scec-'es. 

^ And ^ 3 ’et the .Diictiess herself 
patronized her at one time./* observed 
our hei-o* 

‘‘a eg -but in iotil igaoraacc of the 
real eharacaer of ilifit hoiigw/* rejoined 
Amy: ‘wtmi in fcli© mum' manner 
iM.tdaaie Aui^eiiqm liag had many Jady- 
cogeom'..’i’g who knew imt the viio nature 
of the woman wham tiioy thiii 
patronized. But a« I wm tciiing you^ 
Marion bo look herself to that abode of 
fashionalde iiifamy,— where she dwmlt 
for a short tiiiic There she ocoasioaailj 
met Marchmorit ; and he, lifctit 
suspecting tlmt dho was iiiy awttir, made 
ovMturos, which of couric itw invariably 
rejected. She left that bouse the day 
before yesterday. 1 hav© received a 
letter from her this morning : eh© 
tells me that she is now under the 
protection of a man whose name was 
at o%c 0 famitkr to me, and will be 
familiar enough to you, I mean Wilioa 
Stanhope/* 

**The vHiafnl** ejaculated Ofariifciam 

have more reasons than on# for 

loathing and ahhorring that unprincipltdi 
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man ! H© grossly iasalted my sis ter*-- 
Ii© lent feioiseifs as you are awafe^ to tbe 
ioiqiiiito'as designs of the Dsik© of 
Marc h moo tr— and h© insulted one 
likewise/’ added oiir horo^ thinking of 
his w©ll“b0lo?'0fl Isabella, who k as 
dear to me m that ailectioEate and 
cherished sister to whom I have Just 
ailuded/' 

®*l©s: Marion/’ cootinoed Amj, 

Gow under the protection of that Gian ; 
and siogoiar enough is it that through 
the Duke of MarohEUOiitk agency 
this change in her csrcomstanoee has 
• been brought about* I am as yet 
uiaacquaiated with all ihe^ particulars : 
'Marion had not time to describe them 
yesterday— eh© will vj/rite to me agam 
to-day— and to-morrow 1 shall know 
all/’ 

But is it poesibie/' exclanned 
Christian, shocked at the ie.ii press, ioo 
which Amy's statement had just left 
upon hia mind, " that your sister cho 
accept boons at the hands of hm?. who 
has done such foul wrong unto yoor- 
seiM” 

Amy Suttioa did not immediiitoly 
answer our hero’s question : but she 
looked at him hard in the face with a 
peculiar exi^ression— and then said. 
The 'unforcunat© Marion is not so 
deeply depraved nor ao lost to every 
good feeling, that she is indifcrent 
enough to her sktsr's wrongs as to 
accept favours from the author of thcnu 
bio, Mr, Ashton! She wjll succour me' 
in'^ the pursuance of my revenge, if 
opportunity may serve; and from 
something ^ which she hints In her 
letter, there is a chance that her 
services may prove thus available But, 
Oh! if Marion could but be reclamed 

-it is this that dwells in my mind 1 

And now, alter all I have told you of the 
degradation of my sister, and ' with 
your knowledge of my own shame and 
dishonour, I ask what have I worth 
living for— unices it be for ravenge— and 
wherefore should I continue to cling to 
life ' when once that revenge is accom- 
plished?’’ 

Christian endeavoured to reason with 
the young woman in a proper manner : 
but she was d'eaf to all his remonstran* 
ces— her mind was evidently settled 
upon the wreaking a deadly vengeance 
of some sort against the .Duke of March** 
mont ; and our hero saw with pain and 
sorrow that no friendly argument could 


pivert kef from her course. H© there, 
for© at length rose to departs 

1 have Eot as j/et ox plain eel hg 
s a I i J 9 'c 0 p r o c a s e .oj t i v e o I eii v visit* 
aed from Booieihiog wldch yoss yofijrsojj 
1-8 drop, it may be uiiHisocj.soary io make 
til© oifer which I had iiitend, 

©d, Judgiog from all you told xiU© in the 
railway eardage so/Gi, weekj baok^ I 
faiiomd that you purposed to retire into 
some eeciuBson here : aiiid not ksiowiae 
now you mi gat b© sitiiutod kh a iiiiaiiciai 
point of view- ” 

‘‘A tnoiisaad ts,uiiiksj Ashton ” 

respooded Amy,— ^ i hii,v'o suiUcient 
tor ah ,my pur|Joses. Ttioogh decimieff 
tids ^ geiiorou.N oiler, 1 aiG not tba lees 
seowibit- 0.1 yo!ir wxdl-iiicaiit kiiidiioas— . 
and I sha.li b© for over gratidml/’ 

Clin^ihui took ilia depa,rt«fe ; and 
roturaiE.ig to the station, ho proceeded 
by the mxt train to .Lyiidori, On hia 
arriva.1 Jn tlie Britisli nu^An^polu:, he 
fepaiireai straight to Mrs. hiaoc' iilay’a 
house ii.i Mortiisiier Stria.O'i, iU %\ oiidiah 
Square, a.iid Mrs. Macao lay ia person 
opetiod fcho front door to receive him. 

,my dear Mr. Ashton, it k 
quite^aii age Binec i. saw you I exclaim- 
ed iiie iodgHig-hijuaekeciior, w'i!,h her 
hiiiudest sf,o.ilcs utid moMt ajniai)f.o looks, 
Vyhere toivo you been for ,hcj last two 
months? But^ dear me | bow you are 
injprovi.?,ig— a,ad wiiak'. a liao hanusoiiia 
young niaa you are growihyg ! A lady of 
my ago mt-zy pa,y you 8iu:li a eompUincnl, 
you kiiovr- But pray wa!k in Your 
room ij all ready Ir-r your teimpiion I 
iiave got xid of that txiioo;; old (souplo 
who used to lack up tiusir toa-caudy and 
decant tlieii- wine for thuunolvoH. Would 
you beiiavo it, Mr. Aaiiton ?-they wont 
away without ao niiioh as givi,ig the 


maid a siugio shilii.sg ;or horo.df ; and 
they took off with thy.-a tlio leg and 
wring of a fowl whioh they had for tho 

previous day’s dinner 1 

My room is ready for mo, you say ? ’ 
exelamed Christian in atonishaumt, 
“Yes—to be sure I” rospondud Mrs. 
Macaulay. “ .0id not Mr. liodoiiile tell 
you in his letter- ” 

‘ He merely told me that immodiiitely 
on my arrival m Loudon i was to come 
to uim, and tnat I need not take up my 
abode previously at any tavern or 
lodging-house.” 

_To ba sure not!” ejaculated Mrs. 
Macaulay. “And where was your 
shrewdness, my dear Mr. Ashton, when 
you failed to comprehend that Mr, 
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TMl Hiramsiis 


entored a iaw months back fa a etat© of 
depeodeiQo© upon feer aooSe— sho has 
gone to it as its mmfcress 1 ” 

Siiea is tli0 miitability of htiimao 
observed Blr. Redel^ff© 


?itli myself, you shall be provided fo 


proceeds mj dear 


solemoly, '-'"But 
Christiao '* ■ 

*« It was origiaallj arranged/' cootb 
filled our young heroj that I should 
remain at Veroe? Moose uotil this 
moroing^^; and thereforej, eveo, if this 
moming'^8 post liad, not brooght me your 
kind letter^ I eboiild have retiirnied to 
the metropolis to-day. Rest assured, 
my dear sir, that I m^a@ most auxious to 
obey your souq moos vj^Ith ail possible 
despatch,* bat still I cooid. not help 
halting for an .hour by the way to visit 
an unlortuoat© cfeatni'e — —a viotMui gI 
the Duke of M'^rcboioot’s r 

Ah Ij, ejacolatecl Redeliile; «tovheii 
will this mao's eriaies cease to dispiay^ 
themselve® to me at ©very step ? when 
will his career of ioiqoity be ended? 

^ ‘‘Never, I fear/' responded Carktian, 
until his exisfcancd if self C(:?ases 
Our hero then,, at Mr. E'McHrTe’s 
request, narrated ©v©rytbi?ig he h:''il 
heard frocn tli© lips of the u’kor^.Ujiat© 
young woi[i3ai3*~*“iiofc ©veo om'ditln'j the 
painful episode in respect', to h?^ sistes* 
Marion. ' Mr. Recloliffa liateir^d Rh Urn 
,, deepest attentioo; and when the s 
narrative was brought to temii'mtiliN 
Mr. Redoiitfe addresaed him ui the 
following manner: 

My dear CfaristlaQ, ifom ©vciiythin’-^ 
that you have told me, I dedsiee evb 
denoes of your right priuetobs, the 
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pressed it to lu’?; 

W h 0 W c;'S p rO 0)1? 7]; d ’ \ 

QOwii til a cufbu's; .a. 

vaven tre e 

iMv de^r bay, 
that I ¥vi|| not do for 
&iH. or I '' 

C..lhfi8tiad hfi^»,teriO:l to :.i -.va 

tli-.t eo frooi dMico*. fe 

torn hf-o or k. dv. , 00 . 0 , 

it VroilOi tuvctou'sc) ihrr ->htR 

to dwell ■ ie-- ra? 

Ho bo II, Urt .he in-uiA- .if 
idr, liej.oaib • /u fo,* (_b,j ; 
her roiiirio;, vMiorr? sim Is : tl i-i i 
thut eho oa,a bs le b 
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snip, or wi..,h a hbolor 
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generosity of your disposition, and the 
sntrinaio excellenee of your eharaeter. 

At the very first I exparieiieed such ao 

interest in your behalf— .indeed umh 
m attachment towards yourself and 
your sister, that I should have at 000 a 
proposed to place you in a condition 

of independence: but I felt how much 
better it was to leave you eat the 
bread of mdnatry for a time. I have 

been aware that your SteJ tTmtat Ss? loTe^af “/*^**'^ 

period has now arrived when you must 
no longer be left to shift for yourself in 
the worid. I am a lone man, Christian 


roreci 
, let 
:.ydi!e 
^dOQ- 

- "■ ■■ ^ ....... ft , r G : ^ G I , I, 1 1 V'. |'“0 

lonsi known iho 1., i ,, , |j„., 

enough, Cijrisii.-irj ! L -t; ywii, (.^. t 

And again Mr. Red 1 lTo afo.ux.d 
8horfc._ aa If ovcu-y iaMant ho afiLid 
that m the excitement of hi.s fecliiiga 
ne should be betrayed iato tho uttw- 
auce ot something more th,aii be might 


—this you already know .you mav 

think too that my habits are peculiar 

my manners eccentric-,- and if for a 


fr. UlitS 

to perceive, much less to suspect the 
precise nature of those that were agi- 

S. T. ;? »"J .««in w*. 

Mr. *° 

This gentleman now said f o our hero, 

strei 00'1- 


single moment you doubt whether you nected w?th?onf'‘'*’i ''' 

«>. b. happy ben„tt to a'uX'rjg3.‘ 
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i:yottri0lf and yoar aisterj from jour 
tiBOSt lafattliile reoolloolioiis dot^u to liiia 
; panoii whan I liwii oacama a€qaams>ed 
witii you in i-iOttdoQ* not think it m 
:mom idle ouriositj on mj part : but I 
fael BQ deep an wtefesfe in your amiable 
'sister and youroeif, that every thing 
which in any way oonoems you m of 
importance in my estimation/' 

Ohristian proceeded to comply with 
his benefactor’s request : his narrative 
wae however ' concise enough, and was 
speedily told. 

To-morrow," said Mr. liedoiiife, 
/‘immediately after breakfast you 
shat! go and fetch your sister to pass 
the day with us* 1 will give you a note 
for the I^rincess ladora, so that her 
assent shall at once be conceded. Ah ! 
and request your sister, my dear Chns- 
tiann to bring with her those little relics 
to which you have just alluded in your 
narrative: for, as I have said, every- 
thing that regards you has an interest in 
my 0 ye 8 ~~and — and I have a curiosity 
to see those cherished objects whion 
belonged to your deceased mother, and 
which your uncle Mr* Ashton placed m 
your hands when you were both old 
enough to receive possession of them 
and to appreciate it*’^ 

We need not further extend the 
description of his touching and patheti- 
cally exciting scene which took place 
between Mr. Eedchiie and our hero. 
Suffice it to say that the remainder of 
the evening was passed in most friendly 
conversation on the part of the bene- 
factor and the recipient of his bounties ; 
80 that when .Christian retired to his 
couch, ha had every reason to lelioitata 
himself upon this evening as being one 
of the happiest and most fortunate in 
his somewhat chequered exiitenoe* 
Immediately after breakfast in the 
morning, Christian repaired to the villa 
of the Erincaas Indora ; and on arriving 
there, he was most fervently embraced 
by his loving and delighted sister* 
From , the Princess he experienced a 
most cordial welcome; anci such was 
the state of his own feelings, with all 
hii present prospects of happiness, that 
he did not perceive how for a moment 
Indora trembled, ahd how the colour 
went and came on her lUB^niliaens 
Bountenance, as he presented In her 
Clement Redaiiffe^s teller. She retired 
to another apartment to j^ruse it; and 
the twins were left alone together^ 
Ihen Ohffiitian infinmed hm itotwr of 
Qi^*i ’ 


evuryl'.'biag that liad taken plao-a kat/ra 

ii.i i jisda .j>,i ...nr 

cedijig :jveiiiagp aa''i uii. i. .-.j. 

laeroiiie i.iiliat't jij/ Zj i*...; 

tbaii her baios^eJ. Orotiiiar uae iin 
conaiuer himeeif depandoai. ra Bj 
precarious chaaoea of atiipiuy .iiiaiiB 
the means of subsMtenoe. 

By the time Ciinsiiiaii s expiadatioi 
were finished, the Frmoass of Litiarabs 
returned to the room whero is be Jiad I ■ 
them together; and Her iisganaBd . 
once intimated to Oh'rsai.i.:.pi uiaii lu 
wiiib infiaito pleasure sue w. 

request conveyed m ilr. it a cin'ic 
note^ But if the nad ojoii in 4 

accustomed to paneorate irioo fdivsiiuma 
heart— if they had iiiara eiiriojity i 
studying the looks ul laJiVidaais— 
might have suspected that there Wd 
more in Mr- liedclilfe’e billet 
mere request that Christina might ij 
spared for the day ; they waiitd hav 
fancied there was something which wa 
of a peculiar interest and importance I 
the Andiaa lady likewise. 

While on tueir way m a hired vehioi 
from Bays water to Mortimer dtraet, th 
twins had ieisura for additional expiaaii 
nations. Christian made his deiighto 
sister acquamted with the change him 
had taken place m respect to isabeil 
Vihceot — how she had bocouie possessti 
of an immense fortune— and liuw in iic 
altered position she had renewed tii 
assurances of love and wmumey it 
wards our hero. And then Chrwtui 
reoicad, in fufior details than she ha 
written to her brother when lie was a 
Kamsgate, the partieuiars oi the outrag 
she had undergone whenahe was loreim; 
carried off tmm the villa, and when an* 
was rescued by Lord Ootavian Mereditij 
The artless girl oouoealed nothing : sh 
explained to her brother all that ha< 
occurred between heraed and tne younj 
nobleman ; and wmie Christian ex 
pressed hii approval of the course sn* 
had adopted, ne could not help saying 
her in a low, tender, compasiionatiin 
voice, am alraid, my sweet aiiter 
that your affections are indeed more oi 
less centred m Lord Octavian I 

•• Christian,'’ replied the weeping 
blushing girl, **lhave smveu— hcAVet 
atone can tell how 1 nave stiitveu’^^k 
banish that image from my mma ; anc 
I have not been able I 1 have prayed m 
<Jod to tuccour and uphold me in mj 
task: but ng very prayers nave 
to ihal imagf all tbe mm% 



forcibly oa till© memory of your uialiappy 
sister^ I slioiilcl deeiii myself very 
gailljs were it not tlialJ I know that we 
poor weak mortals iia¥© no power over 
Tolitfon— -and ' all that we oan do i® to 
preTent such circomsIanceB as these 
from leading us into error, 

^ “ Error^ my dearest sister 1 "" exclaim- 
ed Christian : menliion not that word 
in connexion with your own pure and 
Yirtuona self I 

Christiaa pressed her brother's hand 
in token of gratitude for the conidenoe 
he thus reposed in beta and of which 
she knew herself to b© so completely 
worthy ; and then' she said in a tre- 
nauioas hesitating voice, “ Must I to 
Mr, Bedcliff© make all these revela- 
tions/^ 

Christian did not immediately 
answer : he reiiected profoundly. At 
length he said, “No, mj sweet sister — 
these are matters too sacred to be 
discussed save and except with a very 
near and dear relative. Mr. Eedciife is 
my benefactor,— -and nothing more. 1 
love him— we must both love him : and 
if he should demand your fullest 
confidence in all and every respect, 
even to your most secret thoughts — 
then must you speak frankly. But not 
of your own accord, dear Christina, 
need you volunteer explanations ; it 
would be with unnecessary sponta- 
neousneas _mfiicting pain upon jour- 
self. Ah I I recollect, in reference to 
that outrage which made my blood 
boil, dearest Christina— 1 wrote to Mr. 
Kedclifle from Kamsgate, telling him* 
what had happened, immediately after 
the receipt of your letter describing 
the circumstances : for 1 have con- 
itantly been in the habit of thus 
communicating with him who has now 
proved m generous a benefactor’. He 
assured me last nigh't that he is not 
Ignorant who the vile authoress of the 
oiitrago was, and that she will be 
punished for that and other offences 
which have com© to his knowledge/' 

The vehicle now stopped at Mrs. 
Macaulay's house ; ana that female 
herself came forth to welcome Chris- 
tina. 


My dear Mrs* Macaulay/ nf; 
Chnstina, BinillBg bkaliiag, 
are pleased to compliaieiit me : baif 
oan assure you—®' 

Oh, no oompliiaeiit at ail ! iuiel' 
Jected the garrulous laadlady : 
are the most beautiful creature that 
hono'ured the threshold cf my iioiiee U 
crossing It. Ah I and there Is 
odious Mrs, Sifkia looking o'o.fc of hei: 
parlour-window— and she will be readf 
to eat her own head off with apite | 
seeing such an elegant young gentlemai 
and such a charming young ladiS 
entering at my door/’ ’!■ 

Rather an Impossible feat for Mi/ 
Wilkin to perform— ii it not, Mrs. 
caolay ? observed ChriBtian, emilW 
good-natnradiy ; and certainly oar 
for transoeoding the importance ot 
occasion/* 

Oh, you know not the spite of thal 
odiouB woman r* exolannod Mra. Mai 
oaulay. '‘It was but the other day sy 
told Mrs. Bunkioy, which does mtj 

mangling Ah! 1 forgot," ejaculated 

the worthy woman, suddenly interrupt; 
ing herself, “ I have such news for yoaf 
Only look here— in yesterday'o papori 
amongst the list of Bankrupts— Mr, 
bamuel Emmanuel of the great! 
Clothing Emporium I Gone all to! 
smashes— and serve him right! 'j’hat 
great coarse vulgar looking wife of liii 
won’t be hung with massive gold chains! 
any more, like a turkey ^ith sausage*! 
at Christmas. But 1 see that you are in ^ 
a hurry: and Mr. Kedolilie is waitinr 
anxiously for you both.” 

Mrs. Macaulay— who had hithert 
barred the way in the passage, that sin 
might indulge m her garrulous propen 
sities and have this little obat with th 
twins— now stopped aside; and tliei 
wore enabled to pass her. Thei 
ascended to Blr. Kedclilfo’s sittin 
apartment, where Christina exporifiaost 
the kindest welcome from ihatgoatlo 
“ .^*^**‘* conversation Mr 
Eedoliife inquired whether she hac 
brought with ner those memorials of hei 
long deoeased mother which througi 
Chnstiaa, he had expressed a wish tc 
behold! 


I exciaimea 

the garrulous landlady, "how wonder- 
fully you have improved since last I saw 
you 1 1 was telling your brother yester- 
day that he too had improved: but 
f e»U^ in resfieot to yourself • 


xe*. answered our heroine, with s 
tone and look of tender sadness, as alia 
produced a small casket of oriental 
workmanship, and which was one of the 
8fft“ she had received frow 
the Pnnoeis of Xoderabad, 
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: Mr* Eedolifle took liie casket from 
her land— and opened ■ it wit! as 
revierential an air ai tie twin® them® 
ielvas could have displayed when pro» 
ceeding to the contemplation of 
memorials that bo intimately concerned 
thomeelves- First 1© drew forth a long 
tress wMch wo have described in an 
Barlier chapter of this narrative as of a 
luxumiifc mass whieh might have 
formed the glory of a queen — aye, or 
bhe envy of a queen — and while he 
mrveyed it with a long and earnest 
atteEtioHs the brother and sister instiiic- 
lively wound their arms about each 
other's hand, ae they axohanged looks of 
iinspeakahle fondnese. Then Mr* Eod» 
sliffe drew’ forth from the casket a 
beautiful gold watch of delicate faihion 
md exquisite workmaoship ; and as he 
sontempiated it, the tears tsickled down 
ns cheeks* 

H© feelB for us,’' whispered Chris* 
lian to his sister: this excellent 

dnd-hearted man — the most generous 
senefactor we have ever known— feels 
or our orphan condition/’ 
a Yes— Mr. Eedoliffe can appreciate/’ 
'esponded Christina, the feelings with 
i^hioh you and I, dear brother, have 
>een wont to gasse for hours and hours 
m the memorials of a mother who 
vm snatched from us ere wa had 
ntelligenee to coriipreliend her loss I” 
Ciement Recicliffe now opened another 
itti© packet which h© took from the 
asket ; and this packet contained two 
inge. One has been already described 
a a wedding-ring ; the other, likewise 
. lady’s, was of no otmsiderable value 
►ut of ©xquisifco workmanship. And 
ow Mr. RedclilTe proceeded to the 
dndow with those two rings ; and as he 
ontemplated them, his back was turned 
owards the orphans. ^ There he remain* 
d for at least five minutes— motioaless 
8 a statue— with his eyes evidently 
iveted upon the rings ; and the orphans 
id not approach him. They still fell 
ersuaded that in the goodness of his 
earthe was deeply touched ^oo their 
Dcount# while surveying these relics of 
aeir long dead mother. It was 
Itogether a soene of the most pathelie 
iterest; and the tears were triokling 
own ^the beautifully handsome face of 
hristian and the sweetly beautiful 
juntenapce of Ctrhtina* 

Mr. Redd iff e at length turned siowiy 
way from the window* His complexion* 
mh ^ been described;'' «l beini 


up of aaiiowiiBAF-! 'bfcmzed with the son 
now appeared of a dead whit© : feis f»oi 
was iodeeii lihsMlf 'oaJ©. That ‘;:olc 
stem look wfilel?. he 
and wbioii was iaiisrame,. ci il]sifi.s 

tile beholder who was iieciiBioiiiecl lu ii 
—had totally di^'sa|)pi.vlfrcl, aiKi ^um- 
ceeded by one of the liaopciBi 
clioly : but it ivas d moiirfilii'u.::* -.d iIihI 
had sonietluiiE^ awliiils in m 

H© advanced lowiirdy the .'Uici 

taking their handy he .nahl, in a 'Vi/b i 
that %va8 Boareaiy riatliola, My 
cliiIrlreii*-dor m mieh 1 lai^un h; louL 
ii'pon you henoaforfJr— I itaii wilti 

you over thoBc luenMirisk of the iiaitiic^r 
who died in your infauay I Yon loi-ti 
aoii revere her niemory -—Oh! never 
fail thus to ch©riBln--tliria to rlioi^ tu it! 
— for it is sweet, to think of a fieparlciil 
parent who is now a saint in heaven I 

At the same inonienfc the eaiiie idea 
struck the twins ; —sioiultanooiiily too 
were their looks boiit in iitixioiiii 

inquiry upon Mr. eoiiutO''* 

nance: and thoir lips gave utterance at 
the earn© iiioinent m precisely tiia Maine 
words. 

**Our mother— did you know her? 

Mr. Hedclillo turned aside --riiiMcul hii 
hand to his brow— and for nii iiiHfant; 
seemed to stagger as if under tlie 
iniluenoe of a harrieune of iiicniorieM 
sweeping throwjh his hraiiu The 
orphans watched hun wifh a still iiiorif 
earoest gazes— a iitiiH more Hiixitiiiii 
interest than htdore: for they fait ii« if 
they stood upmi the ilir«"«hoid of 
hitherto unanticipated revt»aliiigH* 

** Yes— 1 kiH‘W her/’ skiwly rf'»|Miiided 
Mr, Heddiffe, again tiiridiig towards the 
brother and sssfer : I, kinn? your poor 
mother! It is thii my 

dear children, which iruipireH um with 
so vivid mi intiiriMi on ymir hehalf-* 
But you must H»k ims iso qumimm at 
praatnt— I can ml! you notldisg inure 
yet. I fhe time may ilsortly eome w!ie« 

-But, do not press me noivf Above 

all things, breathe not a ivJhildn 
elsewhere of mlmi has takim jdam.* 
between ui ! Let it Im sulliokni fur ym 
to know that in met you have foiind one 
who will watch ofer your ifttereiiti«..*wlici 
will atudy yotir welfare— iiacl who will 
be unto you both a friemL m 
father f* 

Mr. Rcdolsffi folded the twfog in 
hii armt, md wept over lh©m. They 
knell at liitt fact, fotth jo 

bf0k0iit0ic«» 
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^ ‘ '‘f’i 3^3 mo ?ia 3 ir]f . 

i I* — 2i tile norivef'i^a- 

1 aOli v^'hf-f 

1 ' ’ nt, A* itw liaaieBed to lock up tiie 
oaFivPi’ )n ii secoi'e pia^e; &:ad the 
f&r.iafAdeir c^f the clay wag |)&gaed by 
liy'noe.it' asiQ the orphans with tlist 
.ni;!oo 5 ,i.ora»l'e !^n(i irieiidiy ioteroonree 
w;lj!F.,d« BatUFiiily loilo’P'''ed the soeties 
f.hnt ta.ii tiid lak^ri place, and the< mw 
fiyh' !l they rerpjeoUFely 

their giiardiaa and 
]'' /'*' ’ tfeej as '"tlie gmlefiil 

of Iris kiTidiiass aiid liis 

bfO'i t ' 


CHAPTEE XiX 

!r:iIE SMSDLEYS AflAm^ 

i'lOli! o'lUidt crsee more request the 
reiKtyr^ :t;s^ yiccoiopsoy us to tlie Smecl- 
ley a o.d’noUioa situated ia one of 
thtvp f.a;/Tc/«^ reels whieli lie betweee 
of the Waterloo and 
Eoe,dfi. The liouee had 
precise! r tho appearaaoe as when 
’^ce hirst dfscsribecl It m an earlier 
jFkfitP'ter of this narratiFe— with the 
A. p-'i'iu. H’' roat Jiliere was a neatly 
'is' 'e' card in r.n^p of the windows an- 
- - h . fcJo-ri.F. i’o let Thf brmB 
f o.M - 071 the flAor iDclioatsni,. ihe 

a7.7ocaliofi of Mr Smedley as a gold. 

Ib©ato©f,, was well poliBlad, ‘ as wm ite 
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— boP sLodririil tci reo.^.:r,.r ber 

-^00 cv/,iiaf charpor e-rd .u -c ;ync jC^'w 
in her cbvn‘*rv?i.t'iana r, 
i onj were hho c:.‘''fuijr.'j.-/p,?:.tri,e 0 

o! their |M)d‘ 3 or: ate." dt<U}KO^:^th } aa 

the pliTiHi 0 they to fidorV; 

bur woH IP lov f,iMnnp 

they for Ilk; ruou^^ pnort ,.,iC5fi 

fiiher.— -tlioiiizh e?'erj now aod then ihs 
womari'g ejaculation® becagne ioiider 
with tlie petalaat impalieeoi^ of her 
rittorance; and tlien Ja.,ok 
would interpoie a timid a nil h.a«lv 
Hush I 

Presently Mrs, Sajeclley oofhnu litirig 
her roisbaocfs waiVh k\y 

npGnthe ta,hle,nmd, If, hi osoeo upon 
iiiiia o'^cloaks Jack : you HkUHf *' yg 
with that 1110061^/* 

And I will juat take a fa'¥v of those 
religioiia tracti/’’ said Smedlaj, Pmmg 
fro0i liie seat: beoaiisa if I 'fiap|K0’3 to 
be seen piittieg ariyiliing Ifito those 
cha|jt 4 liaiicis. aiKi if any qnoMiif)ri ii 
aekech I can easily d'ec^a^o that it waa 
one of these ^fodly poblicmtioiie;’’^ 

B© oif witli yoo® with 3"0iir godly 
piinlioafcioQi P ©jftciilatcjdl liab SEiecilay 
with an air of siiprem© dmgmt : and also 
forthwith prooeefl0fl to mix heraelf 
another gli^^e of spirits and water,, 

Jack Smedky wrapped a poaiKPi 
worth of iilver jn a piece of paper, and , 
deposited the little packet in hie waiit* i 
€oat pocket. He took a handful of thi | 
tracts; and saying to his | 
*« When I come hmk we will continue I 
oor delihera-tioo®;^— he issoecl from the | 
ooose, I 

Glaoolog h«i 8 tHy up and dowa the } 
Wmw sffeel willi lie ftaifoiw iook ^ a ' 
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Are you hhe mistrese of the hows© ? 
asked the indiVidaai wil.Ii a bow that 
was Biifficfentiy polite^ 

I aois sir/® raspocded Baba— and 
til© master toOf for that matter I she 
thought wlthia herself : for she ©s- 
perienoed an wnm'itigated contampt for 
her husband^ and the feeling was m- 
separable from her ideas-* 

“ Can I say a few words to 
■ asked the etraeger. 

®*Tq be sorer* replied Mrs. Smedley, 
dey^ without however making th© 
slightest move a® an iiiviljatlon for the 
individual to -enter. 

*« You have lodging to let ! * ho said ; 
but lookking about him as mnoh as to 
. imply that h© would rather speak to 
her in-doors, 

^ W© hadi sir/* Mrs. Smedley imme» 
diatety responded ; '* but they were let 
this afternoon to a very respectable old 
ooupl© that have known «s for a great 
many years/® ^ 

/‘And yet the bill is atlll up in the 
window ? said the applicant* stepping 
back a pace or two to assure himself by 
another glance that such was the fact. ( 
, ‘ Ohj is it I**® aaid Mrs. Soaedley < 
<3ooily, Then I forgot to take it down i 
•—and I will be so at once, i, am sorry i 
you should have had the trouble* < 

sir—®* g 

Oh, no trouble ! But perhaps you i 
may have a spare room— 1 only want t 
one 

spare room now. sk. Good u 
wemng to you: “—and Bab Smedley 
shut the door in the face of the appli- a 
cant, who seemed much inclined to keep h 
her in discourse, 

She returned into the parlour, and ai 
at once took down the card announcing ri 
that lodging® were to be let. hhe evi if 
dentiy did not much like the visit : and vi 
reseating herself, fell into a gloomy si 
reverie, which was only occasionally if 
mterrupled by a recurrence to the in 
spirits and-water. In about twenty th 
minutes after the little inoident w© liave m 
deeoeibed. Jack Smedley returned ; and h 
him ill-humour upon he 

keeping nc 

that card stuck up in the window? I he 
told you more than once that I would tu 
not have it ; and yet— ^ H 

■ reason ,l oej 

I terrujpted her husband, m he reiuined if ] 
hsiiieatatthelaW^^^ rrJ 


'i'ff Yes— when you ca'iii kik It, and uqi 
before r® exclaimed tbe vigaro. But 
what have you done ? ; i 


nd ^‘'Thos© hungry dogs,” reeponded’ 
he Jack, were at th© plaea 'of appoint,' 

,x- ments waiting for their weekly money;, 

or ^-od I told them wliare to I.';e the 
ia„ time it falls do©. Bot do:"-'! thlnlji 

Bah it is & very h-ird thiisy v-© bhould 
have to allow these fellows /i, eoissrl nr 
week—” * , 

“How can we lidp oarnrlveM i' de.i 
msnded Mrs. Smedley. Isrpf, there 
w&mmt out for S- *o? ( « ' 

sfon Jr and jhirdt be thcrelc)!’© obli,5j0(| to' 
play at hlfkmuul-aefsk ? and H hjgi 
» brother Ti?n was to go out prigging ' in j 
order to keep them both, wo old a® t he ' 
bedogpdarid followed, so that Bill' 
would be certain to be arroefed ? 

” no douot it a hard eiioiig.h upors iis-« 
u but W6 oan^t help omvelveB, As foj 
I that card t-liare--”— 
i “ Now do listen, Bab I ” said lier hu«. 

band entreatingly, “ Iffieri that mireed 
> bmmeBB at Liverpool exploded, and 
your mother got into her present 
trouble, weren’t we obli^ad i.o do ail we 
cou ■' to kcjep up the appearance of out 
own respectability ? Didrdt iv© assure 
the runghboiire that it was totally im- 
possible Mrs. Webber eoiikl have 
committed the deed— that there w'as 
Bom© terrible mistake— and thiU her 
innocenoe would feraoapire on tha 
trial f ’ 

•‘yncl the neighbours don’t believe 
us, interjected Bab, sullen Ij, 

altogether believe us,” mspondod her 
husband ; “ or at least don’t know «- 

cool 

and look distant: but I do my best to 
™® fiigiOiand, and Boeni as 

^ fcfioir altered hoha- 

Should be kept up m the window m 

If we were at least oonsoioua of our own 
mnooence. Besides, the keeping up of 

ttLa ^ Wod: for we 

agreed that we would not let the 
lodgings even if anybody applied: 

hings to talk about now, and we must 
not stand the chaneo of being over- 

tarn up at any moment— for Barnev is 
Certain 

if he loi h ^ London— and 

M, the wont luck oa it i ’* 
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fliere^e ©aoagli ! ejiiciiiated Mrs* 
Smedlej^ Some one lias bean I50 
applj lor tbe lodgioga ; and I don’t 
Hk© III® appeamnc© a bit,® I can tell 
yon/' 

asked tli© goldbeater^ with 
a look full of atartleci anxiety. 

Ah I who ? ” ejaottlated. Bab. ** How- 
do I know t Bat who ehoiiM come pry- 
ing about this plao© hero^ and trying 
on ail sorts of dodges to get in amongst 
U 8 for more reason® than one 

Bo yoii^-do yoo think he was a— a 
-'—detective f asked Jack Smedley, 
with an awfei elongation of hm pale 
eouatenano©. 

As like as not I ” rejoined Bab 
petulantly. However, I atalied him 
aff—I told him the lodgings were let to 
^ docent old couple— I was precious 
short with him— and I shut the door. 
N'oWs the fact ia® Jack> things can’t go 
M like this: I am getting uncommon 
iired of living constantly on the 
Mgets— ™’’ 

“Mot more tired than me, I know 1 “ 
exclaimed her huBband. ** Didn’t I 
)rop0se a bolt to France immediately 
Jter your mother got Into trouble? 
mt it was you that said we must stick 
me at all hazards ; and when wa 
lecided to remain, I did the best I 
!Ould to keep up a show of respect- 
bbility~— 

^ “Of course 1 said we would remain I 
ijaoulated Mrs. Smedlay. “ Do you 
htnk that the house wasn’t constantly 
ratohed after mother went down to 
Liverpool to Lettice Eodney's trial? 
^nd St would have been madness for 
is ^to have thought of a move~sua- 
sicioii wouid have Been excited in a 
lomeat* But after that girl Eodncy’s 
rial things looked better for us— 
hough they went ao dead against 
iother'~^” 

“ Yeg— I know the dotaotive said at 
i^ttice Bodaoy’s trial/’ observed Jack 
medley, “ that he had nothing to 
llega against O'a/ raspeotabshty/' 

^ ** Well, then/’ continued. Bab, it 
■as better for ua to go an living here : 
ut when two or three weeks back 
sople began asking how it wm that 
16 old lodger of our’i disappeared so 
iddenly in the winter~~"^ 

“ Ah I that was the thing that began 
J frighten we too/* intdrleoted the 
m^be^er ; “ and then came the news 
E- the Barker’s esoape^ and the fright 
t m 1mm m lm% ht thttiM conii htit 


to get ns bo lilt iiifco eiich trouble that 
we couid never hope tci get out ol it* 

“That is iioLhiiig'/’ “ interrijpted 
Bab, “ ia ' comparisoa witti the other 
thing we were speaking about before 
you wont out to meet those Sootts/" 

“ Ah I you mean your mofeher ’ aiiid 
Jack Smedley, with a significant look, 
at the fiame time that ha drew big oliair 
closer to his wife. “ „lia you— do you 
really think/’ he asked, with a very 
pale face, ® that the old woman is 
likely to peach I 

didn’t think so at first/’ tMiswered 
Bab — or else 1 shouldu t have iiisiefeed 
that we Were to remain here. But 
lately, the .more IVe thoug,lit over fcliu 
matter the more i nm convinced t,li6re 
is every thing to he dreaded in that 
quarter. There’s no use disguising th© 
fact. Jack— you never was a favourite 
with mother : and as lor iiiij love for 
me, her daughter— it’s all nonseni© I If 
she thought she could do liorself any 
good by turning round upciii us liiid 
telling how two or three have gone 
down there—™ 

yes— i know I” said Jack 
Smadlay^ shuddering,, as tns wile 
pointed in a downward diractioiu •* But 

the quioklime- ” 

“ Well, the quicklime haa no doubt 
done Its work long ago/’ interrupted 
Babjj •’•even in respect to that man 
Binith~or Prcaton^ f should 

“By the bye/* interrupted Jack, 

“ what have you done with hi» letter— 
you know— and also the packet of 
.papers we took out iroin under the 

Terrace »o Uatn bridge 

•• Never mind the pai)er 8 1 " oicluimKcl 
Bab potulautly: “1 hare p«t them 
where they are sale ouough— though 
uttlo use they erer etand the ohauoe 
of being to u» or our affairs; for wheo 
we made seorot iaquiriei about thoae 
young Aehtoas, we heard they wore 
tiTiQg in a wretohed poor lodiug lu 
Oamdon Town, and hadn't the means 
of rewarding any one who would give 
them up those papers, it has boon of 
ao use to make any imiuiries sinoe : 
for It IS not very iifceiy their condition 
IS maoh improved. But tec us return to 
what we were saying——" 

“Yes— about your mother?" sa«- 
gested daok Bmedlay. ® 

tiniwd Bftbi ;jiom wl»i my 
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opinion is— tell yoa that mother x¥ill 
peach if it answer® her purpose. She 
ha® not sent u® any reply tio the two 
or three letters we ha?© written, and 
wMch I so carefully worded that she 
could not fail to understand the game 
we had' to play—** 

*• Perhaps eh© i® offended/* observed 
Jack Smedley, *«at our writing in that 
sort of sanctimonious strain ^ ” 

** Offended ?— nonsense I ©xolaimed 
Bab* ‘‘How could she be offended? 
She know® very well that w© must be 
aware all letters going to her would 
be opened by the gaol authorities* and 
that w© were therefor© campeiled to 
write in a particular way. Eat never 
mind all this l*~-^it is of no use arguing 
the point* I tell you that if mother 
lives on to go through her trial and be 
condemned to death, she will peach as 
sure as you are Jack Smedley 1 ” 

‘‘ If she lives i said the man, catch- 
ing at those words which appeared to 
have some covert meaning. 

Yea— if she lives/’ answered Bab, 
repeating those words* “ And therefore 
she must not live — and if you are a man, 
Jack—” 

** I am man enodgh to do anything to 
secure our safety/’ responded the 

goldbeater. ‘^Ooiy show me how *’ 

•^jNow look your* replied Bab 
understand mother well enough-- 
a great deal better than you do# 
would like to put herself out of 
way before the trial comes on — —of 
tlwtt I am convinced 1 But if the trial 
is once over, and she is condemned to 
death, and the croaking parsons get 
hold of her, you may depend upon it she 
will out with everything I ” 

^ *‘ Then what is to be done ? ” asked 
Jack Smedley. 

** What is to be done?’’ echoed his 
wife, with an air of mingled impatience 
andoontempt ; ** what should be done 
but for you to---~’’ and she whispered 
a few words in the ears of her husband* 

** But would you have me do this ? 
he asked, gazjmg upon her as if ne 
thought that she could scarcely be m 
earnest, or that she meant to put him 
to a test for some other and ulterior 
purpose. 

“ Of ooaroe I would 1" rejoined the 
hendlike woman: “everything for our 
own safety I ^t what will Happen to 
Barker, we know that he is 
■taunoh; and I feel oonvinoed th*' t 
Iioauy Qould ihdwo bin to tow roand 


: “I 

-and 

&)he 

the 


upon hi® pals. The more savage an| 
ferocuous a person is. the more aura ia y 
or sha to b© true to friendi atl 
associates. As lor those 
will get them safe out of the oouatrjl 
and then, if once mother is put out of 
the way, we have got little or nothini^ 
to fear. ‘I 

“Well, I don't know,” said Jaok^ 
Smedley, in a sort of dismayed muginp 
1 had a very bad dream last nichp 
I thought the blaok oat was scourmci 
all over the house— that some strani 
man came in to look alter her~that* 
she out down stairs into the scullerj 
—hid herself underneath the tabie~ 
and therefore sate right upon that 
trap-door--- — ” | 

“Stuff and nonsense, with yoat 
black cats 1 cried Bab Smedley. 

“duet wait a moment,” intorpoasd 
Jaok. “ I thought that the strange man! 
went down into the ecullery— foundf 
the oat there — discovered the trap-doof! 
—and then all in an instant turnedi 
into a policeman. But you know, Bab,' 
that the night we did that last pieoj 
of buBinesa — I mean Pre. ton’s affair— 
th© out did cut about the house lii suok 
a strange way that I told you at tba 
time L didn't like it: it seemed an 
omen of evil. But really,” asked Jack, 
abruptly, •* what is to prevent us froin 
making a bolt now^ Why not got over 
to k ranee t We may then disponso witi 
this new business about your mother— 
we need not care what happens to tiu 

Barker- and wo shall no longer hav« 

to pension those ttootts.” 

And what if the police have theb 
eye upon us?” demanded Mrs. timed, 
ley : *• what if that man who oame to 
night is a detective who want, to get 
into the house under pretence of beim 
a lodger, that he may all the bettet 
play the spy upon us I I tell you I am 
oertain that if we were to make suob 
a move as would show we intended I 
night, we should both be pounoed upoo 
at onoe on some pretenoe or anothof 
It 18 only ,by staying here, and seemi 
to rely on our respeotability. that* 
are safe. The police are evidontl; 
puzzled about us: they don’t know whs 
.to think— they fanoy we may heal 
right— and as long as we give titom m 
oauie to think otherwise, we are sah 
Ihey may try by all kinds of dodges tc 
*now more of us and peer into ooi 
but there’s no ohanoe of thsii 
giMog tdHw inagtk of ioyiBg knuls 99m 
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tiB« . We musl; therefore use the oppor* 
tnnity we now have to get rid of 
obstaclee and overcome perlle — so as to 
make ourselves coropieteiy safe. Now, 
.that Is nay view of the matter — and it 
mmt be acted upon,’’ added Bab 
peremptorily. 

But what if I go to Liverpool ? 
asked Jack^ comsiderably re-assuredB 
; though not completely so, by his wife’s 
t arguments. 

«* Natural enough I ’’ she exclaimed, — 

to see your mother-in-law — to re- 
monstrate with her on her wickedness 
: if she is guilty— to console and 
rstrengthen her if she is innocent ! Will 
those reasooSs do, Jack ? Come now, you 
:hav 0 played the sanctimonious long 
enough amongst those snivelling, 
canting, whining hypocrites next door ’’ 
•—alluding to the chapel — to b© able 
to perfoim the same part with great 
effect at Liverpool Take a clean 
whit© oravet with you— put on your 
longest face— and don't fear as to the 
result. What you require is fortunately 
in the house- ” 

**How ? exclaimed Smedley. 

“ The phial of prosaic acid/' rejoined 
his wife. Don't you remember, we 
found it amongst Piestor/s effects? 
Forger m be was, and always trembling 
at the idea of being arrested, he no 
joubt had the poison in readiness for 
any moment. It is lucky for our‘ 
present purpose ; becaiieo it would 
>therwise be daogoious for you Just now 
JO go out and buy it/' 

We ^ need not chronicle « any more of 
jhe discourse which took place between 
his delectable husband and wife : 
uffio© it to say that everything was 
ettled between them for the carrying 
lUt of their nefarious purpose. At an 
arly hour in the morning Jack Smedlay 
mnt, amongst two or three of his 
eighbours, with the intimation that 
e was ^ going to Liverpool to see his 
lother-in-Iaw ; and he oflScioualy 
ndettook to execute whatsoever 
ommissiouB they might choose to 
harge him With, He however received 
eld and distant responses, to which h© 
ad been lately accustomed : but his 
resent purpose was answered — he had 
penly declared his intention of visiting 
iyerpooi~and if there were really 
olioe spies in the neighbourhood, they 

not think that he meditated a 
ital flight Altogether. 

0~8 
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To Liverpool Mr, Smedley repaired : 
and in the evening he arrived in that 
town. It was too late for him to see his 
mother- in-law ; but on the following 
morning, at the eariioBli hour permitted 
by the prison regulations, he was 
introduced into her cell. He found the 
old woman still in bed ; and when be 
made his appearanca, she surveyed him 
with looks of mingled spite, mistrust, 
aod aversion. 

•‘Woll, mother-in-law, ’ said Jack, 
when the turnkey had retired, ‘'as you 
didn’t write to us, Bab and I thought 
the bast thing to be done was for me to 
run down and see you,” 

'* I wish I had never seen you at all! ” 

answered Mrs, Webber growlingly, 

” never in all my life ! It was you who 
concocted this precious business that 
baa got me into such trouble ; and. 0 
dear ! O dear! to think how it will end 
— to think how it will end ! ” 

The wretched woman sate up in bed, 
and rooked herself to and fro as she 
thus spoke. «he was frightfully altered. 
Thin and emaciated, she was worn 
almost to a skeleton not by I'ernorse for 
the crimes she had committed — but 
with horror at the iucossant contem- 
plation of the penalty she would soon 
have to pay for them. There was 
something fearful in the expresaiou of 
her countenauoo : she seemed like a 
starved tiger-cat that could have sprung 
at any one approaching, as if to avenge 
the doom that appered certain to 
overtake herself. Jaok Hmetlley was 
frightened by her look— while her words 
seemed to Justify all the misgivings 
which her daughter Barbara had 
entertained concerning her 

Gome, mother-in-law,” he said 
plucking up his presence of mind as well 
as be was able; ” don’t be angry with 
me — I did ail for the beat. " 

“ And the worst has come of it ! ” 
interjected Mrs. Webber sharply ; "and 

I have got to bear all its brunt. I tell 
you what, jack,” she went on to say, 
her eyes glaring with fierceness upon 
him, — “those who commit crimes^ in 
concert, should also share the punish- 
ment in concert: or else there’s no 
fairness and no justice 1 I feel as if I 

was made a scapegoat of ” 

"Nonsense, mother-in-law 1 ” 
olaimed Jack Smedley, <« When people 
embark in these sort of things, they 
each and all take their fair and equal 
chance. I| might have happened to 
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Bab—it might ha^e happeoed to me 


“ You : you white livered scoundrel ! ” 
ejaculated Mrs. Webber, with a look of 
withering ooptempt : you would have 
turned round and peaohed on all the 
rest the very first instant. Bab too is 
as selfish as she can be. Look at the 
letters you have both written me !— full 
of that canting nonsense of yoiir’s the 
infection of which Bab seems to have 
caught ! ” 

" How could we write otherwise ? ” 
asked Smedley. “ Come, do be reason- 
able, mother-in-law — 

*' Beasonable indeed ! ” cried the 
wretched woman. “ am I not in a state 
that is enough to drive one mad? You 
and my daughter are all for yourselves 
—you wrote to me when you should 
have come ” 

“ The house was watched by the 
police,” interjected Smedley : “and 
therefore ’ ’ 

" How is it, then, that you are here 
now 1 ’ demanded Mrs- Webber sharply : 

" and what devil's business has brought 
you to me ? Can you help me to escape. 
Jack ?— can you with all your art and 
cunning set me free, as the Burker has 
liberated himself ? " 

Cl '* were possible," responded 

Smedley, “ I should " 

» Possible ! " cried Mrs. Webber, con- 
temptuously. “ Nothing is possible with 
you, except sneaking villany and covert 
cowardly crime. But anything bold- 
no, nothing of the sort 1 Look you, Jack 
Smedley— if I go to the scaffold it shall 
not be alone I ” 

“Mother-in-law!” he ejaculated 
vehemently. 

“ Hold your tongue, and listen 1 Com- 
panionship is always sweet— and not the 
less so in death. At all events it will be 
a consolation for me to know that I am 
not the most miserable person in 
existence at that last instant ! ’’ 

T " But mother-in-law,” faltered forth 
Jwk Smedley with a countenance 
whitp as a sheet, '• would you hanc 
youjp own daughter ? ^ 

leaves me here to be hanged I ” 
retorted the woman fiercely; “she does 
not oozne near me ! ** 

"She has sent you plenty of monev 
mother-in-law,” interposed Jack fa 
accents of rernonstrance and deprecation. 

Yes— to foe counsel in a hopeless 
Webber. “I teU 
you what It , 8-1 feel in that state of 


mind that I could wreak a vengeag 
upon the whole world I — all the bout| 
of kith and kin are broken 1 — I ku,, 
nobody but enemies 1 That is my sta 
of mindl And if you had the gibl,' 
looming ever before your eyea— ify* 
had a sensation as of a cord ever rouBi 
your neok— if you had night and dayi 
look death in the face — you, jjij 
Smedley, would feel even worse % 
I do. It is enough to drive one oraai 
— crazed — crazed 1 ” | 

Again the old woman rooked her®| 
to and fro; and her son-in law foltaiil 
his purpose were completely frustrate! 
He knew not what to say nejf 
there was a perfect consternation i; 
his mind : he thought that she mirf 
even denounce him as the acoomplioe | 
her numerous crimes, the instant i 
turnkey ahuold come back to oondat 
him away from her cell. 

“Jack Smedley,” she said, at lengll 
breaking a somewhat Jong pause, “ fel 
me for what purpose you have ’ coal 
here now. If I thought it was to sen! 
me in any way— if I thought you hij 
the courage to furnish me the meanil 
escape- — I 

“Tell me what those means arf 

mother-in-law,” quickly ejaculated i 
goldbeater; “and I promise you ti 
sball be forthcoming- .Do you wani 
file— a crowbar— a rope-ladder ’’ 

“Pool 1 ” interrupted the old womi 
with bitterest scorn, “how oan I, 
poor weak feeble creature, reduced 
the mere shadow of what 1 was,— ho 
oan I accomplish that which astroi 
powerful determined roan, as tl 
only just succeed i 
effecting ? No— it is not by suoh mm 
M thos^B that I may escape hence 1 Bi 
there » something which will enalil 
me to evade the ordeal of trial~i 
horror of condemnation— aye, and tU 
last hideous frightful scene which! 
shudder to contemplate 1 And laoi 
too-it is something that will save ^ 
ffom the horrible ohftnoe ol botrM 
my own daughter fa my madness 1 *’ 
that something?” ejaoulw 
Smedley, with the almost breath! 
eagerness of suspense. 

Mrs. Webber looked very hard at h 
lor nearly a minute ; and then a word 
a single word— came in a slow whfa 
from her lips — a word whiob mad^ 
Bmidenly,^ altho^ 
wnat she had previously said had nu 
than half prepared him for the 
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And that one word was — “Poison!” 
“ Do you mean it, mother-in-law ? ” 
he asked, clutohing her wrist and 
looking her intently in the face. 

“ I mean it I ” she responded. “ But 
of what ose,” was her immediate con- 
temptuous addition, “ ie it for me to 
make such a request, since I already see 

that your craven heart ” 

“Enough, mother-in-law! — you do 
not understand me,” hurriedly whis- 
pered the gold beater. “ I have poison 
with me 1 ” 

“ Poison with yon ? ” she echoed, a 
wild joy flashing forth in unearthly 
light from her eyes. “ Is it possible ? 
But how ? You are not deceiving me ? ” 
“No, no — lam not deceiving you,” 
rejoined the goldbeater quickly. •• Can 
you not understand that Bab and I feel 
ourselves to be environed by dangers ? 
Yes— we know that we are standing 
upon a mine which may explode at any 
instant. Therefore we are prepared ! 
We have breathed a solemn vow that 
the hangman’s cord shall never touch 
3ur necks. On this we are resolved 1 
Do you remember the phial of poison 

'• Ah 1 the prussic acid,” said Mrs, 
P7ebber, eagerly, “ which was found 
imongst Preston’s effects ? ” 

“The samel” rejoined Smedley. 
“There is the phial— it contains half 
the fluid which originally filled it. 
Bab has the other half.” 

“And will you give it to me?” 
demanded the woman, yearning for the 
deadly venom with as strong an avidity 
as if she were famished and it was 
food that she was imploring : “ will you 
surrender up your share ? can you for 
once in your life, .lack Smedley, do a 
generous action ? ” 

The goldbeater pretended to hesi- 
tate for a few moments : but if his 
simulated hesitation had only lasted 
an instant longer, that fierce tiger-cat— 
his mother-in-law— would have flown 
at him to tear the phial from bis 
grasp. 

Yes— take it ! ” he said, just in 
time to prevent such a scene: and he 
placed the phial in her hand. 

'• Oh, to cheat the gallows I to avoid 
the hangman! to escape the horrors 
of the gazing crowd I ” — and the woman 
In an unnatural frenzy of joy pressed 
the phial to her lips. 

"But my dear mother-in-law ” whi». 
sered Jack Smedley, bendiog down 
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towards her ear, you will not take 
that poison for two or three days ? — you 
will not oompromiee me ?” 

“ No — I can afford to spare you 
uow,” answered Mrs. Webber: ‘‘for 
you have done me at least one service 
in my lifetime — a service that gives me 
the means of death! And now go — leave 
me I I am no puling foolish creature 
that can descend to slobbering farewells 

and sickly leave-takings -But stay 

one moment! You need not tell Bab 
that I hinted in my frenzy at the idea 
of betraying either you or her : for I 

should not have done it it was mere 

madness at the time! And now go.” 

She waved her hand to her son- 
in-law, who opening the little trap at 
the door of the ceil, called for the 
turnkey who was stationed at a grating 
at the end of the passage ; and that 
functionary speedily arrived to afford 
Jack Smedley egress from the prisoner's 
chamber. 


CHAPTER XCI. 

THE aUBTKREANEAN. 

It was evening, some five or six 
days after the interview of Jack Smed- 
ley with his mother-in-law; and his 
wife Barbara sate alone in the lifctlo 
parlour at their abode in London. She 
was reflecting upon what her husband 
had done at Liverpool, and bestowing 
an equal part of her attention on the 
glass of spirits-and-wator which stood 
on the table She had been rendered 
aware of Jack Smedley'a sucoesefo! 
mission to Mrs. Webber, inasmuch as 
he had written from Liverpool to his 
wife but in a very guarded strain, 
for fear of the oommunioatioa being 
intercepted. They had however agreed 
beforehand between themselves on 
some phrase that was to be intwidaoed 
in case of snooess, while another phrase 
was to indicate failure. The former 
had found its introduotion into the 
body of the epistle ; and amidst a 
series of canting sentences and studied 
hypocrisies, the goldbeater thus found 
the means of setting bis wife’s mind at 
reat on the one grand important 
pOIEt# ' 

U|»n this the was oogitating—stnd 
dividing, as we have said, her attention 
between the subject of her thoughts 
and the liquor to whioh she had 
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become bo wedded. It was nine o’clock ; 
and tile servant-girl who attended 
for a certain period during the day^ 
entered to inquire whether anything 
more were wanted from her this 
evening A response was given in the 
negative : the girl took her departure ; 
and Mrs. Smedley was now alone in 

the house. She knew not how it was 

she could not account for it— but 
assuredly did it seem as if a chill smote 
her the instant the front door closed 
behind that girl Bab Smedley was 
by no means the woman to yield to 
the influence of vague presentiments 
or ungrounded alarms; but she liked 
not this feeling which took possession 
other neither could she shake it off 
She applied herself with additional 
vigour to the spirits-and- water • 
potations appeared to do her no good- 
on the contrary, they seemed to render 
her all the more nervous. Contemptuous- 
ly as she had been wont to look upon 
her husband, she wished he was at 
home now for companionship's sake. 

All of a sudden she fancied she 
heard a noise in the back part of the 

in her 

life Bab Smedley was seized with such 
a terror that she could not rise from 
her ohmr to ascertain what the sound 
was. Then, as slowly recovering 
courage she looked around, she started 
on beholding the great black oat 
^mg on a chair and gazing at her 
with Its large green glassy eyes She 
remembered the ominous instinot with 
which her husband’s terrified imagin- 
ation had endowed the animal on 1 ;he 
night of Preston’s murder; and she 
resiled from the glare of those eyes. 

ako K renewed: this time 

fn ihi snatching 

np the candle, she proceeded from the 
room to answer the summons. 

filJI of those Sootts-or 

else the Burker himself,” she thought 
as she threaded the passage : *' unless 
It is, Jack come home and got himself 

r®® «°™P®,7for nobody else but 
one of these would come to the back 
time of the evening ” 

She^ opened the door; and the light 

flashed upou the hang-dog countenance 

of Barney the Barker. >''=‘iauoe 

Bab Smedley exhibited no surprise- 

k *1®®® for suoh a visit 

She hastily closed the door, and lad* 


the way into the parlour before 
single word was spoken between them 
Ihe shutter was already fastened onf 
side the window, over which tin' 
curtsrus inside were drawn ; and thn 
there was no fear of the man’s preaeZ 
m Ih.. p.rce,>ed S 

w,tbmt filiing B.b-s 

oomp etely up to the brim with th 
alchohc liquor, the Burker drained tl 

and beyond 

slight brief winking of the ey4. n 
sign on his part indicated the strenet 
or depth of the potation. He threi 
himself upon a seat, -saying 
here I am at last. Bab, once morel 
London: though I can’t say as ho« 
Im werry sound in limb -or that I’d 
over sure of being safe in respect J 
that personal liberty which is th 
right of every free born iodiwiduAb" 

^ ‘ And where do you come from?’' 

ST J"; S 

haggard appea.rarioe of the Biirkw^a” 

s 

“ Ah ! where do I come from ?— that’i 
Lrt ’ ” ’*0 responded with a 

his rough bitterness k 

his tone, Wheresomever there’s 

quite ditch that a man may lay dowi 

tll’T t Pf -wheVomt" 

hnu71 . *®«e8ome haystack that i 

Zks onder— whersomevor there’i 
fields and woods and all sorts J 

chap ?oesn7“l “ 

tnap doesn t dare enter for fear of 

wTtr.l of hLek 

big^letttrs^ Howard’ in 

Dig letters a-top, posted up agin the 

waUs, -there’s thfe pkco.s f/om ihich I 
Having concluded this ’ piece of 

isrr '••'■ioo. thi 

in th. Smedley very btac 

':.oTJz x,Tw!„ ‘xrK: 

k U of sprits-and-water. 

modiats P™°f ‘fed to drink at a mow 
'^Shanf® toe previous one. 

to eS something 

.• win Mrs. Smedley. 

I shS’ntJ mention it. I think 

krkeri thnlr“*'?“‘'’” the 

broke **f®* eating: for I ain’t 

oke my fast sinoe eight o’oloolc ihii 
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morning— and then I should have got 
Boffin if I hadn’t giv^ed a boy a couplo 
ol taps on the head to make him 
gorrender a wedge of bread and cheea© 
he was a^breakfastiog on as he went 
to Ms work.*" 

■■ Mrs. Smedley proceeded to the 
larder— whence she quickly returned 
with some cold beef, bread, and 
pickles; and the Burker, falling to, 
apeedily made a meal that would ha^e 
fluffioed for half-a dozen ordinary 
appetites. Another tumbler was pro- 
duced; and Mrs Smedley joined him 
imthe drinking department. 

And where’s Jack?’' he inquired 
in the midst of his repast/ 

“Jack’s at Liverpool/' rejoined Mrs* 
Smedley: and she explained the object 
of hi® mission, not forgetting to add 
her knowledge of its eiiooes®, so far as 
that the phial of poison was conveyed 
to her mother’s hand. 

Well I’m blowed/’ said the Barker, 
*«df Jack hasn’t proved liisself to be a 
feller or more pluck than Fd have 
gived him credit for. But why is he 
staying at Liverpool ? ” 

“ He thought it best to make a show 
of lingering there a bit, so that he 
might see the chaplain and a Justice- 
of-the-peace or two, and snivel and 

whimper and play the hypocrite-- 

‘*Ah !” interrupted the Barker, %vith 
a look of approval and envy, Jack 
can come it strong in that there tine 
Well!'* 

_ Because, don’t you see/’ continued 
Bab, ** if he had bolted off iminadiatelj 
after that interview with his mother- 
in-law, it might have been suspected 
that he gave her the poison : whereas 
by staying there for two or three days, 
and going and talking to the 
authoritiei— pretending that he was 
overwhelmed with grief that he didn’t 
know what to think, whether she had 
really committed the crime, or whether 
she was the innocent victim of eiraum- 
stantial evidence-—--**' 

**Ah, that’s the ticket 1 ejaculated 
the Barker, with his mouth full of beef 
and bread : “ nothing lige coming the 
artful dodge* — -And who can do it 
better than my friend Jack Smedley ! 

** And so, you see, Jack la atonping 
at pverpool/* continued Bab* 

•‘What the deuce makes that them 
^ a your’n stare so uncommon 

hard I suddenly demanded the Bur* 
ker. 


The woman started : for the qiiestioo 
which her compaiiiosa liad Jusfe put, 
alt in a moment riveted the oonviofcioii 
that; it had not er© oow been mere 
fancy oo her part. But ijiiwiliiog to 
confess her fears to lierself — still Ic^ss 
to reveal them < to the i'iiJid£er--~"Bab 
Smedley ioBlanfcaiiK'oiisIy coinposed her 
coiintenanee ; and in a voice of 
assumed quiet, bI'c said, There’s no* 
thing wrong with the cat: she often 
looks like that.'" 

‘"Then, if it was my cat. I*cl pisoii it 
—that’s what I’d do I rejoined the 
Barker. *® But liow is tilings going on 

in London. I suppose' you 'heiml' tell 

of my escape ” 

“ I read it in tlie3 iiewspfipers/' an- 
swered the womaria, ®' As for things in 
London waVe allowed the Sootis a 
pound ^a, week— that/e one ihiiig: and I 
rather fancy this liouso is watched by 
the cletectsves— that’s another thing/' * : 

The deuce I ” growled the Barker. 
“ But I say, Bab — - — '* 

Scarcely were tl;ie words spoken, 
when a knock was heard at the front 
door — a somowdiat <!omniainling kind 
of summons, and which made”’ both 
Bab Smedley and the Barker spriiM 
up to their feet. 

Thar6*8 something wrong/* imatily 
whispered the former”: “ I know therci 

is ! '* 


get by the back/* hantily 
responded the Biirker, “ But no I ** he 
iuBtantanaously ejaculated : if ihdre’s 
a plant meant, there'll he people watch-* 
ing at the back. quick !'* HI 

go down the trap— atid you can p|. 0 , 
tend you was asleep and didn’t hear 
the knocking at the door* You must 
stall ern off somehow or another, BabT^ 

• Yei, yea— it’s the only olnaioe f ** 

As the reader may suppoao thi* 
colloquy took pliioo in very hurried 
whiipars, and occupied far leit time; 
than we have taken in dasoribiM it* 
Away from the parlour they glided— 
Bab shading the light which she carried 
m her hand ; down into the soullety 
they went— the table wm moved away 
—the bit of carpet aliso-..*tha trap-dooi 
was raised and into the subterraioieaia 
^went the Barker* Then almost k the 
twIuElmg of m dja Bab Buredlev 
restored the little plaoe to iti former 
appearance: she put three or four 
saucepans and ariiolet of crockerv, 
and other kitchen implemtnia upon the 

tebid, to give it m air m if it had 
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been recently moved i and she sped 
upstairs. Meanwhile the knocking had 
been repeated io a louder and more 
imperious manner than before, yet all 
that we have desorlbed since th© first 
summon® echoed through the house, had 
net taken more than three minutes. 


^The ■ feeling that all her presence of 
mind was now absolutely necessary — 
or at least apprehending some emer- 
. genoy which would require this display 
of her courage— Bab Smedley smooth- 
ed her coontenanoe ; and with a light 
in her hand, ahe proceeded to open 
the front door. A tall stout man at 
once entered the passage, followed by 
another individual, a glance at whom 
showed Mrs. Smedley that it was the 
applicant for the vacant lodging of a 
few days previous. She kept her ooun- 
tenano© admirably : and said, *• Good 
eveningj gentlemen. I suppose you’ve 
come to see Jlr. Smedley on business : 
but he’s not at home.” 

•* Not at home, eh ? ” exclaimed the 
tall stout man. Are you sura ? and 
he looked the woman very hard in the 
face. 

“Quite sure,” she replied with the 
coolest effrontery— which indeed was 
all the more natural inasmuch as at the , 
instant she was telling the truth. ** He’s ! 
at Liverpool, sir; and if you want any- 
thing in the gold beating way-- ” 

“Shut the door. Tom.’’ interrupted ! 
the tail man, turning round abruptly r 
to his companion. “Beg pardon, ^ 
maam, he continued, coolly walking 
into the patlour, whither Mrs. Smedley r 
followed with the light ; •« but this is no Z 
time for ceremony. “ We’re officers— ! 
and we want your husband.” 

■•Officers I ’’-and Mrs. Smedley- “ 
affected to give a shriek of dismay, as d< 
i for the intelligence pt 

hiSCdll"™* “Want my Sc 

1‘hely !! 

the P™“P% rejoined ng 

the officer, as he glanced at the table.' 

late supper, eyidently served up in un 

a hurry-no tablecloth, nor nothing S 
tidy-aud two tumblers 1 Come, maW 
it s no nse playing the fool with us • lab 
your husband is in the faouse-and we woi 

must search for him. There’s a ooupffi 1 

of my men at the back part of the and 
prejuuses; and Tom there is keeping nas 
the front door. So there’s no ohfnoS 
of escape. Ion had better tl* 


sped ‘'Good heavenil wliafc lias my dq.. 
f bad busband done? exolaimed Mrs. Suiedi 
more ley, as if overwhelmed with 0j,|J 
all “ But it is impossible! Jack |g as qaief 
first as the child unborn-- aod a pious jman 
bad too— such a pious man I *’ 

■' I,m sori^ to say,” interrupted the 
e of detective officer— for such he wag 
.y_ “ that if you don’t really know anything 

ner- about it already you’ve lost' your 
)lay mother.” ^ 

)th. “My mother!” ejaculated Mrg 
ght smedley, with a great show of wild 
pen astonishment and grief: ‘‘you don’t 
at surely mean that she has been tried*- 
by and — and already ” 

om “ Executed ? ” said the officer, oalmh 
the hnishiDg the sentence for Mrs. Smed 
"dll exactly. She’s cheated 

,n. the hangman In plain terms, ma’am 

od she poisoned herself in the middle 
ve Ifst night— your husband took the ver 
a ; hrst train from Liverpool this mornit 
—he was telegraphed up-but someho 
or another we just now missed hii 
i(j[ at the Easton Square Station— thoug 
,e we afterwrds learnt that such 
person did arrive this evening by tha 
g particular train. However, we knoi 
g he must be her©/* 

e Q “5?/ P®?.'' “Other I" nobbed Mrg 
« what could my hug 

“ Have to do with it ? ” ejaculated the 
officer. “ Why, he gave her the poiaoa 

r Z. ^f*®**®*^ I Who else could 

possibly have done it I ” 

; . "Oh- Sir, I can assure you Jack is 

: “eepable of such a thing I He went to 

“y poor mother~to 
teaoh her which was the right path if 

' “Come, iM’am-this gammon wont 
0 for us. Tom, let another of oii» 

®e. 

ooiry to be rude, ma’am— very natural 

-bjrif hnaband 

—but It won’t do. Please to favour 
us with this light.” ‘“^ur 

uDon^ th'-ow’a herself 

upon a (|hair. m which she now sate 

Jemh?® t® a°<l with every 

semblance of ^mg utterly disoonaiJ 

WOTds thlt u ** of th 

words that were spoken to her. 

and^*f2tl!S°°K “P 

and followed by his man Tom. h 
passed into the back room. No on. 

th^ tn^r the stairoaee 

the upper chambers were speedih 
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SilafolieQi but still without success. 
They deeceoded : and Bab Smediej 
joined them in the paBsagej — saying. 
** Wells gentlemen^ you see my husband 
ie not in the hou ®0 : but I almost wish 
h© wasj that he might convince you of 
the error under which you labour 
ooneeroing bijoa. A pious vessel like 
him — a deacon of the Shining , Light’s 
Chape! — it is out of the question' 1 But 
you have behaved so civil in doing 
your detji that I hope you’ll just step 
into the parlour for a moment and take 
a flmall glasi of something ? ” 

«*Stop a minute!” said the tall 
detective : ** there*© a place down stairs. 
Come along* Tom.” 

**Oh, well,” said Bab Smedley, still 
admirably preserving her presence of 
mind, and simulating an air cf mourn- 
fulness in which there was no betrayal 
of anxious apprehension, «’ you can 
speedily satisfy yourself in that quarter 
—and then you shall accept the little 
refreshment I offer you.” 

The two detectives descended the 
stairs, — Bab Smedley following, to pro 
cure, as she said, two or three more 
glasses. Her conduct appeared so 
natural — her part was performed with 
such consummate skill— that the 
detectives began really to think her 
husband could not be anywhere about 
the premises; at the same time that 
they were not the men to b© stayed in 
the process of their investigation by 
anything which might possibly be an 
artifice to divert them from the scent- 

The place which we have described 
as the scullery, was reached : the deteo- 
tives passed at once into the front 
ldtchen“--but, as the reader may 
imagine, without discovering the object 
of their search* Cupboards were opened 
— 3Qiooka were pryed into— but all in 
vain- They repassed into the soulkry : 
the hug© door communicating with the . 
cellar was opened — the interior was 
lH8pected~but no Jack Smedley was 
there. The two officers exchanged quick 
glances, as much as to imply that the 
woman had ^ spoken truthfully after all, 
and that their Ironble was vainly taken- 
Now, gentlemen,” said Bab -and it 
was a very anxious moment for the 
woman— but her inward feelings were 
not outwardly betrayed ; ** you will 
perhaps ^ come tip to the parlour and ■ 
have a nice drop cf something warm I ** 

** In a minute, tna^am,” answered the 
tail detective. ^•Biit what the deuce 


does a bit of carpet mean io a place 
like this ? ” 

He looked searchingly at the gold- 
beater’s wile a® he spoke ; and she 
steadily met that scrutinizing gaze. 
The next instant he kicked up the 
carpet with his foot : but the table 
stood so exactly over the outlines of 
the trapdoor that the carpet was not 
dislodged suilicieotly to reveal them. 
The keen experienccid e e of the 
detective led to the fancy that he 
perceived something like a studied 
artifice io the arrangement of the 
kitchen utensils and crockery on the 
little deal table; and lifting it up, be 
removed it away from the middle of 
the scullery. At the same instant he 
glanced furtivelv towards the woman : 
it struck him that, for a single moment 
there was the glitter of uneasiness in 
her eyes: but if so, that betrayal of 
her feeling was so transient it could not 
be regarded as a positive certainty- 
However, the bit of carpet was now 
kicked completely away ; and the 
outlines of the trap-door were revealed- 

“ Ah, here is something, Tom t ” said 
the tall detective, stamping with his 
feet above the mouth of the pit, so 
that the hollow sound thus produced 
confirmed the suspicion of the exist- 
ence of a trap-door. 

The next iustant it was raised ; and 
at the same moment a sudden precipi- 
tate rush, as if of some wild animal, 
ca'used the detectives themselves to 
star— while ^ a shriek of terror thrilled 
from the lips of the woman who ur*** 
this abrupt occurrence had maint^“ 
such extraordinary presence of 
It was the black cat, which had 
sweeping down the stain* 
gushing noise of lightning 
and making the circuit of the scullery, 
the animal whisked up the stairoase 
again as if it were wild. 

«Thart an omen, 1 suppose I ” said 
the tall detective, looking significantly 
at the goldbeater*! wife, who was pale 
with terror. 

**It is enough to startle anybody,” 
she observed, once more by • a mighty 
effort recovering her selLposaesslatt* , 
♦*lrs the presence of your stranprs 
that frightens the poor creature. At 
for the trap'-door here, it only covers 
well——” 

^ ” With steps to it,” iaid the detec- 
tive* with .an ironical smile* 
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lies with steps down to a certain 
distance: they are all broket at the 

bottom— and if you don’t mind- ” 

^ ‘ You think we shall be drowned ? 
It’s a very curious earthy smell for 
TOter to send up : and what’s more,” 
added the detective, holding the 
candle over the opening, “ I can't catch 
the reflection of any water at all.” 

convinced it was all up with 
the Barker : and she inwardly trembled 
on account of herself; for her arrest 
must necessarily follow, if only for the 
reason that she was harbouring a 
criminal on whose head a reward was 
set. She thought of escape : but how 
could she effect it ? There was a man 
m the passage np-stairs ; and she had 
been told that the back part of the 
premises was watched by other officers 

•‘Now. Tom, hold the light,” said the 

tall detective ; ” and keep an eye ” 

He did not finish the sentence— 
but nodded significantly, and his 
sedate, quiet-looking, but not the less 
resolute subordinate comprehended 
that the allusion bore reference to Mrs. 
Smedley. Drawing forth a pair of 
pistols, the detective began to descend 
the stone steps of the subterranean- 
while hie man held the candle 
conveniently at the mouth; and the 
former said in a stern decisive tone. 
Now, Mr. bmedley, we know you are 
f better surrender your- 

any rosistLoe, 

CbS”'“ •“ ‘ “'“"S'- 

intimation was followed bv the 
click of one pistol— then by that of the 
answer was returned. 

do ? ” thought 
Bab to herself : and quick as lightning 
she revolved in her mind how she 

endeavour 

that he might perchance make for the 
frustration of the officers’ designs. 

At that self-same instant there was " 
mother wild rush of the frenzied black 

on fhP ‘Ti* in the passage 
on the ground floor; but the sounds 
reached the ears of those in the 
scjery. The door at the head of the 
staircase, having doubtless been dis- 
twbed by the animal, close with 
Jiolenoe;^ and the tall detective 
demimded. «« What the deuce is that! 

“Only that cursed animal again,” 
was the response : for all was*^ now 
suddenly still once more. 


- SmedJoy, having her nerveif 
by this time completely strung for ami 
abrupt or startling oceurreneo, quiotlii 
regained her own self-possession • anii^ 
pushing the door at the bottom of th i 
staircase, she said, “ At all events w«i 
wont have the brute come mshintf 
down hero 

The door closed and latched itsel 
by the impulse thui given to it ; and 

the officer whc amswered to the 
abbreviated Cbrlstian name of Tom 

exclaiined sternly, Yon keep quiet 
ma am ! Stand away from that door-^ 

and none of your nonsenee ! 

“She can’t escape, Tom,” observed 

All that followed was now the work 

the 

tall detective given utterance to those 
last words which we have recorded 
When there wm a rush beneath~a blow 
was dealt— and he disappeared as if 
engulfed in the dark depth from the 
view of his eompiiDion who was hold- 
ing he light. Quick as thought, Bab 
Smedley threw herself with the fury 

subordinate 

iom, and precipitated him headlong 

iZrJ ", sounds of scvela 

severJy dealt blows coming up froa 

into the pit~^8he wae enveloped in 

She lose her presence of mind: she 

meins ‘he 
means of obtaining another light; a 

luo.fer was struck-and at thf verv 
TiZdlZ fPpJied it to another 

“ f done for ? ” was Mrs 

Smedley s rapidly put question- 

Let 8 see," said the Barker • and 
snatching the candle from her band^ 
be partially descended the steps-’ 
whence al^sfc instantaneously return- 

SkUlel'^^l’ «tunned. If 

wrftoh' M ?, "•‘“P". *«ve tb. 

Tn *nL« pnderstand that there wat 
n officer m the passage, and that 

tbfb«,rp™„°sr *“"'■“8 





Wanted below— -wfaittjper a bit— and 
say aa how your poor Imaband is took.’’ 

Xbe woman insta-ntaneously . pro- 
ceeded to obey Barney’s directions • 
and with the light _ in her band, she 
ascended the stairs. We should 
.observe that from the cfrournstancs of 
the doors top and bottom bain" 
closed, the officer in the paasa,ge had 
heard little or nothing of' what was 
going on below : or if jiuleed that 
suddenly executed moveinerit on the 
part of Mrs. Smedley, by which Tom 
was thrown into the pit, had met his 
ears, it might naturally have 5)e0n 
taken for the quick transient acullle of 
an arrest being olTeotea. Leaving the 
doors open-for she comprehenaed 
full well what the Biorkor’s intention 
was the infamous woman assumed a 
look of deep distress ; and accosting 
the officer who hod been appointed to 
keep guard upon the front doer she 
said m a whimpering tone, ’and 
breaking her words with an apparentlv 
convulsing sob, -It’s all over ! They 
have taken ray poor dear man-and 
they want you down below. This is 
the way; there’s a light whore they 
are. Oh, dear I— oh, dear i ” 

The woman’s part was so well played 
—and the whole proceeding seemed 
so natural— -that the olficer hesitated 
I not for an instant to descend the step.s 
to which she led him,— she herself 
remaining on the top .to light him as 
he went down- The instant he reached 
the bottom he was felled by a blow 

from the Barker’s dub: Bah Smedley 
rushed down the stairs-aud her 
i f oo'apboo, at once perceiving 

that the unfortunate offioial was 
stunned, dragged him into the cellar, 

bolted"*®^ H Jin closed and 

.bolted. Another quick examination 

ot the subterranean showed the 
miscreant that the two ddeotives still 
lay motionless at the bottom of the 
steps ; and thus far a complete triumph 
was gained. ‘“mpu 

^ Smedley 

and the Barker had all their wits about 
them. They quickly ascended to the 
parlour, where they each partook of a 
of spirits; and the Barker 
said, ‘ Now put on your things without 
an instant’s delay,” 

Bab rushed up to her bed-chamber; 
her bonnet and shawl were slipped on : 
her money, the few trinkets she 
posaesaed, and a paoket of papers were 

0— a 


quickly secured about her person— so 
that m a couple of minutes she joined 

tme Jiarker again. 

“Now we must make a rush for it!” 

• 1 ! and go to the 

right We meet get out of London as 

**■"«*> fo chances 
whether as how we ever meet again 

Bab Smedley thrust three or four 
sovereigns into the Barker’s hand ; and 
theri issued forth from the front door 
of the}, suae. Barney kept it about an 

inch ajar to listen, with his club in 
readiness to receive any other police 
officials who might possibly rush in. 

• hrlf ” ‘“‘f after allowing 

aoo it a mumte ;8 pause, he quitted the 

un W. thoiu the slightest molestation 

-and f street 

a, id felt himself to be in com- 

piirativc safsty. 

nZ^T «0 more 

oiiloiala in the front part of the 
umedley’s house : Imt a couple were 
watching in the yard at the back,~littlo 
dreaming of the utter discoma'ture of 

• heir comrades within. The whole 
affair on the part of the detectives 
had been entered upon so quietly, that 

uWer?v continued 
on • un-i '^*“*'* soing 

olHoers « forth- The 

offioers, as the reader has seen, had 

come hither merely for the arre’st of 
Jack bmodley : but if they could have 
foreseen that instead of the goldbeater 
they would have found the Barker 
they would have adopted far different 
percautions and would have invaS 
the house m a posse. 

It might have baen ten minutes after 

that the tall 

detective began to recover his senses: 
for he was only stunned— not killed— 
by the onslaught he had experienced. 

He was however much injured ; for the 
miscreant had beaten him about the 
head and shoulders with his club. On 

heaJd“Th«® detective 

iiaara fcha eabdued moaaa of hig 

subordmate Tom ; and it was yet several 
minutes before the two men were 
suffioientty recovered to drag them- 
selves up from the pit Then th^ 
heard a feeble knocking at the cellar 
door: thev onened it — a.n^i 



TIili IlIBTISMtM 


bt3 

eoearad© who had bseo made a prisoaer 
therOi and who wae oearly as much 
mjared as themselves^ The watchers 
from the back yard were admitted into 
the hoase ; bat it was only too evident 
that the Barker and Bab Smedley had 
escaped* 

On the following day th© snbter- 
raoean was thoroaglily investigated by 
th© polio© : til© earth at t-he bottom was 
dug up — and slight though sufficient 
traces were discovered to prove that 
the ©videoces of foal crimes hsd been 
concealed and well nigh obliterated 
there- Th© quicklime, mixed with th© 
soil, afforded a fiiglitfiil iodication of 
how th© dark work had been doiiA ; and 
though no human remains were 
disinterred, there existed no doubt that 
more than on© victim of murder had 
been consigned to that subterranean 
tomb. 


CHAPTEE XCIL 

ATALANTA, 

Tuen w© now to th© lodgioge of the 
Hon. Augustus Softly~-th© young 
officer to whom Madam© Angelique, 
on breaking up her establishment, so 
generously bequeathed Mademoiselie 
Armaniine. 

Very beautiful was th© French giri— 
yet far from_ being so little frail as the 
millsBer- had chosen to represent her* 
Of a fascinating style of loveliness--- 
with^all the first freshness of youth 
sufficiently well preserved— and Indeed 
still youthful, for eh© was not yot 
twenty-two — Armantine was fully cal- 
culated to make a powerful impressmn 
on such a mind' as that of Mr* Softly. 
Her manners were captivating : eh© had 
, all those little bewitching arts which 
specially characterize the females of the 
nation to which she belonged : she was 
far from deficient in accomplishments — 
sl|e could draw, play, and aing; and as 
for dancing, she was a veritable pro- 
ficient in the art. Thus altogether the 
Hon. Augustus Softly found her a very 
©nohanting mistress. 

Several days had elapsed since the 
■commencement of his acquaintance with 
Armantine: and one afternoon, at about 
two o'clock, she arrived at his lodgings, 
according^ to an appointment made on 
the previous day» H© purposed to 


regal© her with a chiHiiipagLU? liinctieo 
and b© had .riseii- at leaBt ln'&ur earl 
ths?:£ ■■■ oseai for the piiirpcoe. 1 
apartmeot where be rceciFe^i her % 
decorated la tra© bachelor-faahio 
foib and boxip?^glo¥eE, wb: 

and firearms, lisliiog tack He and oti 
acceesories to field sport.-i, wore scatter 
about— tlioiigli Mr, Hoftly hmi oei 
angled' but once in hiy lifc^ on 
occ^isioo after a 'ivbolo dao/'w I’Lsfiioc*' 
caught a minnow --lie waa a.u oxeo'rat 
shot — and as for hoiiliiig he liad q 
suilcieot cour^.'go tflf Jollow die Iioiiik 
B ut he wag nevertheless fonti of !.)Oahtij 
of ids a,cecriipl!8l'ifiU3uts ajid lug feat-i 
ail these respects ; and he cois.sidered 
laaiily to have the artielos above oiiurn 
rated scattered alioiit liia apartoients. 

Mademoiselle Armantine, |iavi| 
fioog oil her bonnet and sliawi, sa 
down at table; aiiil tlio enharnpagi 
soon led to very lively dlseourMo. 

dear girl/^ said 8o[tJy^ aiti 
some conversation on goiioral topic 
‘‘ I ought to ooiislder myself exceediog) 
fortunato that you should prefer me t 
the Duke of Marclimoiit. ' 

** Ah 1 oiy dear Aiigiislua,'^ ivpimd tl 
young lady, fixing tier ©yoB toiajerl 
upon him; ** to see you at pemde wa 
perfectly irreHiatible. But Matla!ii 
Aogaliqiie told you all about it 'i 

‘‘'Yes: and 1 certainly felt fiiyeel 
highly ilatterod.. But cboiiT be offenrJei 
my dear ^Anuaiitiaa,” ooidmuocj Mi 
feoftly : i mily just want to ask oa 
little qiieBtioi]i*-**and that Is, did yoi 
really never have a Icwer-^-you kuoi 
what I mean--. before the Duke ! 

^ “ Oh, never I never I oxelainiml tb 
French girl, with so miicli minliim 
that Mr. Softly was at once eonviucec 
of her sincerity, 

And your father--—®’ 

“ Ah, don't speak of him ! suddenli 
interrupted Armantine, with a ml 
though transient feeling of remoroo. 

Do tell me/* said the young geafcb 
man, ** something about your earlier 
life* Drinkanotharglass of ohampagaa 
^let us laugh and be as gay as posii* 

**Well, we will/* said Armaotine, 
listen while I tell you a little tale 

. I® it a true on© ? asked Boftly. 

^ ** You shall judge for yourself* About 
■five years ago/' continued '‘Armantim 
-a young French lady, endowed wilt 
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olerable accompHalimenti^s and about 
s good lookmg f a*fu— 

/ lu ihai Cfsao nbe ’was ao afogel/’ 
rfocl tiia lieu ten ant of tbe guarcle, 

' ^ Sh© was ae aogeij t lieu-— slue© you 
dll have it so/^ reeunaed Armaotinej 
rnghiDg so as to display her pearly 
0©tli« '‘Well^ tibki angel waa cousigued 
)„a eonveot—™*^ 

recollect tliat Mariam© Aogelique 


Now* cio bo silent I— pray don’t 
iterrupfe me f ' aocl ArmaatJiie tapped 
is cheek with iier sriiall snowy 

whit© hand. The young lady I apeak 
was consigned to a coiivoot— which 
she rolished about aa much sa you 
srould faooy bread anrl water for your 
linner. Welh ah© bad not boweii many 
veeks there when ehe escaped; a^ul 
lot daring to return home, sped to 
?aris» She knew not exactly how to 
jet her living ; and iindiog it 

aeonvenient to starve— as well as 
leing little disposed to piuiigcjs headlong 
iito impropc?r courses— You see, my 
[ear Auguetris, it is a very moraJ 


Bot don’t let it get io,o serious/' 
iterjeoterl Softly. 

;‘0h, no ! ” exclaimed Arraantine, 
nth another Hmiio:“it ia about to 
ake a very lively turn. Being an 
ccomplished dancer, the young lady 

-ent boldly to the Opera not very 

oldly though— 1 mean that the act 
.as bold to go there at all ; for she was 
all modesty and confusivin However, 
she inquired for the ballot-maHter, and 
besought employment. Ho desired 
her to afford him a spoeijnen of her 
abilities, and 1 suppose that, as in 
consequence of her timidity she 
acquitted herself with some degree of 
awkwardness, he chucked her under 
the chin— no doubt for the purpose of 
snoouraging her. She boxed his ears 
in return. For a moment he appeared 
IS if about to be desperately angry t 
jut altering his mind he burst out into 
I hearty laugh — for he was a very 
;ood-natared man. This little incident 
[ave the young lady spirits ; and then 
he acquitted herself so well that he 
■esolved to prepare her lor the ballet, 
"hen she went through a course of 
raining: her progress was inoredible 
-her proficiency was soon complete, 
.he ballet-master treated her with 
:indneBB— protected her from insult— 
nd appeared to haye oonoeired a 


it paternal affeetioo for the youn,g lady 
after line repulse w'hsch Ids finf >.*.sns,tory 
owri.uffe had received. At Jongth ih'o 

cl«i.y wb n ffj aiak© bc-k' 

12 app8a.fa.Bce in public r si.nd every wall in 
S Farris was covered vyifcb. binTieasfd poaf’Oi'B 
Y aiHiooaclog tlie ifiteiided dpbut of 

i M.adesioi 80 lla for tiial; was 

th©^ nam© wi.iek im exciolalt© iniagi- 
D nation of the baOoi-rdaHte'r beBloivcd 
upon her.” 

Is .And a very firetiy name too f ■” 

1 observed Softly : b’jt of course not 

r so caf>tivatiog as Armantine. |>ra? 

: proceed d* 

I. Atalaiita’s triampli was immetmo 

I eoiitiaiiod ilic Jfrenoh tdri ; and tlia 
' .reviews on the followiii^r spoke of 

her as a perfect rniraclc in the Terpi 
riicliprean splieic, it may perhaps he aa 
well to olx^erve tJmi mii of tlio dozen 
principal critiques Iho b.allet-marter 
himself %vroto Heveo, :iil in dilforenfe 
Btreina of eulogy; ami ilm mmmnim 
twe were pmnvil by the roviow(?r8 inil 
mediately all or the ehainpaKiie-Biippei* 
w.hi‘c.h the Dir.-c.tor of the Opera gave 
^ the gonilemeii ef tlie presa hi the 
Gre-en-room. Bui j||| this Aia- 

kofa’s trliimpli waa roallj imiiioosc. 
one appeared m a sylph ariimig«t a maei 
of cloiids ; she h:ul wings at her hack-*™™ 
flowers III her hair; and whalsoewr 
beauties of form she posHi^siec! were 
developed by the gaiiz3’ drapery. Tti© 
oiitlniBiaam her appenraiice excited, no 
doubt inspired her in put fartli all her 
p-owere ; and Hub8CH|!imit rrdif/inw~ 
which were fiat penned by the frimidly 
balleOinustar, and written under the 
ifillnence of the Direeiar’g cluunpfigri0«,«» 
pronoiiriced her style of daiiemg to be a 
perfect -oinbinalion of all the elagtinclea 
and gruoes pertaining to the art.” 

« r.P'* ««>aturo ! *’ eJaouiate(i 

feoftij. Bill I fancy 1 §©» io this 

lovely eralmdiment of graces and el®, 
gancies ■” 

«■ Bray anticipate nothing ! ” jate,. 
jected Armantiue, again tapping her 
foolish young lover’s cheek in a niav- 
ful yanner '« You may easily suppose 
that she had a great many overtures 
and was exposed to many temptation! 
--some of which, when rejected 
changed into persecution. And now 1 
come to that part which ooustitutei 
my motive for telling you this tai« 
Amongst the noblemen and gentlemen 
—foreign as well as Frenoh—wfa 
obtained admittance behind the soenes 
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and were allowed the entree of the 
greenroom, was a fierce military looking 
Englishman, soma, forty years of age, 

Sr moat brilliant overtures 

to Mademoiselle Atalaota: but, along 
witn the rest, he experienced a decisive 
refusal. He became the most persever- 
ing of her persecutors. He had her 
earned off to a lonely house on the 
outskirts of Paris: but thence she 
e^aped. A second time was she carried 
ott ; and on this occasion to a house of 
infamy, where the unprincipled English- 
man vowed that if she did not submit 
” j ‘f, ^’elenee should be used 

and all Paris should know next day that 
Atalanta the supposed paragon of 
virtue, had passed the night there. She 
however escaped a second time, the 
pohoe were informed of the outrage- 
Englishman was ordered to 
nhil« ">^a*»ation took a 

fn rn L uuuommon : it 

turned from love to hate -and he 

who Mademoiselle Atalaota really was 

He succeeded: he oommuoieated^ith 
her family; and for the third time was 

brSe? ‘oi® ^ her father and 

orotner. She was taken back to he*- 

convent. This was wfaat the English- 
man desired ; and he found means of 
causing a letter to be conveyed to her 

flv*'^fh consent to 

She showed the letter to the Superiw • 

Polioe-a^d the 
Englishman was turned out of France 
Oiroumstanoes recently brought 
lanta to London. This very da^y she has 

“‘“f the EuglishmL rand he 

’"'"th liis implacable 
vengeance unless she chooses ti dLc! 
herself under his protection, 

cxclSmed Soffi ®h®f“>ng Atalanta,” 
BusToTed as I all along 

charmings out of the 

“ivf.r”'*'-* 

witna smile, “and you are right Now 

■Augustas, you are acquainted 

with one episode in my life.” 

“ Yes-— and Madame Angelione fniri 
Be that vour told 

mmediateJy added “ he 


^VAod Madame Arii/elif|5io/' pi||.g 
iSoftly, «liel|>erl Uw l)|iko of Ma 
raoBit to caa^ry,yo'o off frmn tho 
two or three rrioritlisj.! Ir.irdir' 

5^011 see Marehruont-/*' was 
wily Freocli i^hrs ammhMi respoi 
he will tell you all aboiit iV 

Softfy 

“ Ah, indeed I ” ejaculated Arnisnt 
quickly. " 

* Yes he called upon rno for a f 

minutes ” rejoined the Hon. Angusi 
Softly, "about half-ari-honr before y 
came in. To tell you M,e tnith—bei 
rather proud of iisy conque.sfc. 1 spoke 
It to the Duke; and be said enough 

confirm Madame Arigoliinie’a talo. B 

about this Englifibrnan of vour’a— . 

what is his iiarne ? " 

His name ^ Captain Cartwricht 
responded Armantine : and then^sli 
added will. ,t. .h„dd.r, . A,! 

Uhl he 18 so terribly ferocious -such 
desperate man! J am sure I shoal, 

motet meT” “PP”™""* • 

“Molest you, my dear cir! ? ’ m 

claimed Mr. .Softly, assmuing a vej 
valorous look: “ not while I am horek 
d Tend you ! No matter wlietlw 
swords or pistols -egad ! 1 would tewi 

forgot!” "ot 

Armantiae watched bor lover narJ 
rowly but without Hoorning to do so, u 
»nrl o i *^***^^ who was shrowoti 

eneath his parade of magnauimit, 

the Ho^ A In tniti 

the Hon. Augustus Koftly was ai 

Sw rv a young gentlemrna, 

paltriness of ,li,po«itM 
disgraced the British uniform. Let the 
reader reeolleot that we are by » 
^ans drawing him as a tvpc of Britisl 
officers generally-nor i.,' those «f S 
Guards especially. In this foppery hii 

8i°DaS'h^b®( and his dtt.| 

tlkel ^ ^ '"'«*** certainly be 

nw. ,“® representative of a large' 

KoniiS f oo'rardioe of his natni 
oe^ constituted an exception, 

as8*uSn«’” T** , -Armantine, auddenb 

nS *'*■» “»® wjl 

oanfcain mif^ 

us fcP P“' 

sOTgr- *’*"*“• "*»S *“« ‘ 
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never sang In my life^ iBy dear 
; girl/' replied Softly. The (loards, 

^ yon ktiO¥y_, don^'t eiog./^ 

W0IL i>iit we mast do sometlihig ta 
:' amuse ourselves/® exclaimed- Ariaae- 
tine, n-iw exhibiting all fcha gaiety and 
: sprightlineBS that characterize toe 
women of the country to whicli she 
belooged. Ah ! there Is your uni- 
form I I have a very groat mind to try 
^ It 00 and see how it fits med" 

«« Do i exclaimed Softly. (yapital 
Idea !— delicioiiBj ’pon my lioiioar i 

Armantine sprang from her seat, 
laaghing merrily ; and first of a.II she 
put on the Hon. Augustus Softly’s cap 
with the gold ba.Eid roiiad it. She 
looked' at herself in the glass; and as 
the cap rested above the long flowing 
glossy hair, and the coiiiiienarice wore 
an expression of misehiovoiiB arcIiDess, 
Mademoiselle Armantine looked quite 
charming. Soflly was enraptured : he 
considered clie whole proceeding 
exquisite : and any one might indeed 
have envied him the facility with which 
he was am used. 

Now for tha coat 1 exclaimed 
Armantine : and she was about to put 
it on. 

What 1 over your dresB ? said 
August us 

“You wicked fellow, what would you 
have me do ? and she tapped faifii 
pla>d«lly 00 the cheek. Sorely, it 
will fit me as it is? You are not no 
very stout— oeither am I 
Thus apeakicg, and laughing merrily 
ail the wliilcg' Arfiiaiitine "'put on 
the red coat; but she could not fasten 
it aornaa her bosom. Mr. Softly volun- 
teered his aid : and as ho availed 
himself of tins opportunity to snatch 
divers little lioances with hie beautiful 
mistress, the playful tapping of the 
cheek was reoawed accompanietl by 
peals of laughter more hilarioui than 
ever. But ail of a aiiddcn Armantine’i 
eountenanoe underwent a striking 
change ; a faint shriek burst from her 
lips ; and the Hon. Angmtm Softly 
turning hastily round In the direction 
to which her eyes were looking he 
started on beholding the cause of 
her affright. 

A very fierce looking gentleman wm 
standing upon the thresfaoldp bolding, 
the door half^open, and surveying the 
scene. He was tall# and somewhat 
itoutly built, — ^his form being iadioalive 
great itrengib; while the expression 


of nia G oil FTit 0^52,1100 deiiofeed a veritable 
hru“0at0r. lie ivaa O'f ific) middio jsgo 
•— per'^.M;’oJ "-seh-' p.uMr, li; |ij4cj 

- grey whiakara siho 

latter eoaBide£abJy onlm/mrnw. ihe 
iiia*' cciieaa of iii-i iiorJ-. 
naliy ra ! ly y ii ic k an d o ve r i v# e ^ 
aow unick if lyiiy 

iiiiiirsato iVottiia^K idi.cu o uo 

in Mb ^lood huh c-ivkhen to 'ha//* a 
vofiijg «'i\rid itO iiiod :',o f|od csje'? too. 

Ho wore a aor'i oi' eoo'vi-iiidsi.a.ry a^pearelj 
of a // .'OaiJ ail tiq ;i atcal aiiiJ wt^ll-ni^/li 

expiodcfi laahioii. A euatj all 

fioy^sd a.iRi brasdutl over the brcaBt, 
and fa.steiiiog with fiookn and litf.ed 

tignt to iu8 Biroiqdy built f>crH0!i3 aufl 
wm o' .Hod up to Aia throat/, lie had 
grcj/ ii iusera, w^th r/ul ai ripen; uiid yii 
illy head was 0 rp/ade« t)l’ i\>rrt.‘duf4-<!a|i. 
Mo wore b'ickHkin giovcH ; and" had ab 
to48t-her the air of a uiliitary niMi oi ifio 
old sclioob 

Ml. Solfciy s iCar^ at oiicoi 8iigtu‘«t4Hl 
that Armaiitioek'i terror could have 
been created by but the af)- 

pearanco of Ca pfcalii CJariwriy,ht— and 
that therefore the ioriiiidabie ’ (Japtain 
Cartwright this llercmdookirig individfial 
lauat aaafireciiy' ba. 

^eSave ui© hxmi him, niy licjir 

Augiiatii^ I * rnmi Arinaiitifio^ iiiugiiig 
her ariaa^abaiit the neck of her hiver, 
and clinging to him ag if in the verv 
frenzy u! terror. ^ 

ye« I eavti you, 

my dear.” HfainmeriHl i.he yJuiig 
C siurdsmaiij with a very pale ooiiiil©* 
wnce. “Jiot porliaiH iiw gimikmmtv^ 
the Capiiiin, I uiyan— ,for I Hapijone H 
Captain Carlwrigld to wiioin 1 have tho 
honour of Hpeakiiig.-^wiil Im bo mini m 
tu expiain...^ — ^ 

Explain, ^ sir I ’ cjaculaied the fierce-* 
looking iadividiiab mm Bcmuiiig imn 
thousand tiiiies more liorce than at 

nrst : ^*1 never explain !—iinleig ifc |g 

with such things m those:** a^ij j|^ 
poiutoci towards a sword and a pisfeoP 
oaaa which lay upon » side tahk. 

Perhaps, sir/^ aaki Mr. HoiUj 
plucking up ail the courage he could 
possibly oail to hit aid in order to mtet 
the praicat criiia, if you ware lo do 
me the honour to*— to iit down**-'--ind''^ 
and take a gliiis of win©~~** 

** My domeaomir tier#, sir/' Jafeer- 

wifi*’! yVtojo, cloning the door 
’riotenfciy behind him, "dapeiad* 
entiirely on the anew-ere t reoelveto a 
few queeliosB I am going to put. |a 
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that- young lady^ sir, I efstertafci a yery 
deep interest)—-™®® 

„ ^^VDoo’t for heayao's ^aka, irritate 
liiiiij, my deareet) AegostEs ! ’i^itfepered 
Armaiitine,, as witli coimtenaBce averted 
from Captain Cartwright she trem- 
blingly clang to her lover^s arm. 

“^A very deep ifiterest/'’ eontinoed 
the fierce-looking iotrader; and 

moreover I have her father*® anthoritj 
lOr taking any step that ma^y seam good 
to me acoording to ofreumstaneea,®' 

® Ah, my poor fatheid** marmored 
Armantine Bot pray, my dear 
Angastus^ oo not—do not anger this 

dreadfni man-or he will kill ns bafch 

outright!’® 

^^Imay atone time have eotertamed 
a tender sentimeor, lor that yo«n«^ 

lady, coatinued Captain Carfcw.ighd'- 
out eiroQtastaaees have oceurrod to 
alter that feeling — and now it fe a 
traternal or paternal regard that I ex- 
perience for her. I have traced her 
hither. If you tell me, Mr. Softly, that 
she 18 your wife, I shall be satisfied-! 
shall rejoiee-I shall fill a bumper of 

drhk^it ^ 

Here, as if to render his words all the 
more impressive, Captain Cartwright 
struck the table such a violent blow 
wirh his nlenohed fist that Mr. Softly 
shuddered to the innermost confines of 
nis being , while his mistress whispered 
m a hastier and more tremulous tone 
Mian ever, ‘‘ He is mad! he is desperate ! 


he 0000 more aocostor 
Aognii tils Softly. 

sir,'’'' cooliinuo^ 
if yoong IimIv i*- v 
be inappy— I shall r^joh: 
enabled to speed to hen?' 
the agreeable fetollignjinn^ 
on the other haaid 
Cartwright gronoci bis hu 
an uncontrollable friry 
Ii0 was about to expiiii.Us, - 


the niiaerable 


r w 


:r^-'‘8at8r, 

*• i slialj 
“ b ^ .. be 

Biife i,b jgifj 

'jsptam 
ib ft 
ij»B bnrtj idea 
'cb ‘‘dr, you. 


-every# 


^or heaven s sake say any thing- 
thing, to pacify him I I all your 

oourage my dear Augustus: but think 

me If he stretched you weltering in your 

blood at my feet ^ ‘ 

horrible idea poor Softly gave 
rent to a low moan; and he trembled 
80 perceptibly that the readw Ly 
marvel how it was that IrmanSe 

aaSf add, “ For both our 

Bakes restrain this dreadful ardour of 

your’sl-ourb your fiery temper ’-teU 

Wm every 

[jhing or he will massacre us ! 

Meanwhile Captain Cartwright 
mving dealt that terribly enefgKio 
hump upon the table, took thm „r 
our strides to and fro in the apartment 
a if to compose his excited feeling ■ but 

Baohed— for it was with the fiercest 
oaaible expresaion of oountenanoe that 


cannot look mo frankly in JJui Lu-e ant 
say that she is hero '.vitiuiii', -mdif o, 
diahciioar to herKrif, • 
pellad, .sir — painful though 
native' bo— io ombniti my hatub; in thG 
blood of ;i, ff'llow.crcn i lira ? ” 

Having given vont to’u.w frightful 
tnreat Captain Cartwi-igiii did not 
dash his elenclu-tl lb.f, upon ;iio t.-'ble-. 
but be stalked straight up to wliere 
the voUBg officer’s Kword {■iv, arid 

steatir^*’'^’ 

“ Jaat heaven, he wi,’; murdornel" 
^vhiSpered Anuantjrje, nn if jn dviin, 
voice. “Foi- my sake— fnr .'a.fh'our 
Bakes — tell hiiii 1 am yonr wife ? ” 

“ But, my dear girl- ’’ 

“ Bid you speak, siv? ” ,lema,Hi,.d the 

officer, turning round upon M.dtJy with 
auoh fierce abruritness iJi- t (ho utifortu- 
uafce young gentleman fdt hm blood 
a I cnrdlmg in his voiris, hi,. 
chattering, and his li.,.!,,. fn-, aiding! 
-Oui you trivo me ais pfunviT to fj/y 

yf-c-a-s.” replied Angu.stiH, i„ 
a terrible stato of bewihb.n.a.nt Ihat, 1. 
HcarMly knew what, ho v. is « u ii.g. 

exolaimcd <birtwriglit. 
opeak It out more plainly ! ■ ^ 

“Bor heaven’s Hake," whisuored 

Armantum, ‘'dcHreHt .liignstus 

xes, she is my Hifn!"MHid the 
young officer, feeling „« if py ^ho ns. 
eertion hm hfo was fimldealy savLi. 

n«f k u “P* Armniitino-nnd be 
not abashed 1 exolaimed Cartwright. 

sense^'^mT*’*^ masipierading non- 
senae- dressing yoursUf up in your 

husbands regimentals I Now-marriod 

eP'l “™ “ "i'V M lo,.„ "Si 
White ih.. 

Sheath" Ini toits 

ouosskin glo?e, he presented his band 
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Lo Softiy« Tbe yoiiiig geatleEisan took 
it ; aBci now MCademoiselie Armaiitiae 
ireotored to look roimd upon the Berea 
Claptein<. 

Do not ibe afraid of 'm© aey longer,'"' 
he said, assuming a milder tone and 
look' Here's mj liaiid for you also — 
i^od now I GiiLii commoeioat© joyoes 
bidings to your father^ But, Aii f I 
forgot eoinetking I The marriag© cer- 
bill, cate ? I iniist see it — I must satisfy 
myself before I cooaprooiise my word io 
3oiiiin,iiBicatiog with, j/our fath©.r.‘' 

^^Tell him you iia¥e left it olsewliere/' 
lastily wiiiepered Arma-ntifie. '*Tell 
litn anything— -for lieaveEi’s sake do! 
Bia look is already changing/' 

“ The marrb'ige certifioate^ eir t '' said 
Captain Cartwright stern ly« 

The certificaJ-e I Oh ye-e-e-s/' shim- 
mered the Hon. Aiigustiia Soffclys It's 
3bl,l. riglit—il/s — at a frienrrs of 
mine — where we had the wedding- 

breakfast --j^e-e-e-s, thal/s it/' 

Good ! ' esclaimod Captain Cart* 
srright : you are a man of hoiioiir m 

weij respect— and it rejoioeB me - that 
[ can be proud of your friendship In* 
itead of iia¥iog to wreak a frightful 
rengeaiioe upon yoii, Here’s to botli 
P’011 r healths I ” 

“■ Tims speaking* the now appeased 
ire^eater filled hiatselC a glaes of chain- 
pagnp 5 and poured Iho contents down 
}hat throat from wldoh Buoh terrible 
maoaces liad .r.:‘Cent.Iy corna forth, 

«*Mr. Softly,” he continued, 1 riiuBt 
J00 that cerfcdifjjat©. I can say nothing 
}0 Armanliot/s father until I .have 
received indiripyfcable evidence that she 
s your wife<. To-morrow 1 arn engaged 
io fight a duel In the morning-— to 
irouaca a rasetii in the afternoon — and 
10 break a fellow's head at my Club in 
}he eveiiiiig. But the day after, sir, at 
*wo o'clock punctually, 1 shall bo here, 

[ don't like using throate, sir/’— ■■ and 
ler© the Captain lookc^i most 
iverpoweringly fierce: but if tha^ 
sertifioate is not forthcoiiiiog, I shall ’ 
>e compelled, sir— disagreeably com- 
pelled' — to inflict such a chastisement 

>n you——*' 

/‘Oh, Captain Cartwright!** e^siclaim- 
Jd Armanfeiiio^ as if in an agony of 
/error: »^8para those dreadful threats I 
—the oertilioate will be forthcoming I 
lYill it not, Augustus ? she 

ooked appealingly nt her paramour* ■ 

__** Ye-e-e«s— Oh I yes,’* responded the 
niserabla Boftly, who again felt that 


all th© blood ciiirdling sa liie veins 

and that his hair was cfsiiding on end. 

Good f ex’oUiio'K'cl tli© Captain, 

Th© day after to-moirro¥7 at t¥/o 
o’clock J sihall be here ! 

lie then stalked owt, tl»o room, 
eloidag t,h 0 door ¥-ioh'.ntiy benind him ; 
rmd th© miBerabIr. Mr Aajn]r.d,n (3 tSoftly 
sajiik wit.il a hollovF greaai! into an, 
armchah^ Ho the very plcturo 

of ■ wretehednerw : bul Af filled 
him ii glass of wlaie - hojduid liorseif on 
hie knee— -wonn.d her urai about iiis 
iiec.k and |.d!e(l al! her laoBt witclrhig 
cajoierieB — lavlwhed loo all ih© most 
tender caresses, v/ittii eiioh effect tliafc 
the young gentleman rallsed suliicieiitl}^ 
to envisage his po^itiou and discuss it 
wiiilif: .hi rase lie 

What w.in Ao be d jna ? To a,|,.)pea.i to 
a fiiagsBirate for prui'.c-3Cthou againet the 
fire-eater, would be virtual I,*/ to avow a 
diistard inability to protect iiicudelL To 
rail away fram ..Londi^u !i siioiueiit 
'when he .knew he uould not procure 
Isa've of sioa?neo froiu f/s fegiiiicrii, 
would be to reiioiHico hm cofiifiiisBioii 
• — ..md wben the reo/auii wlioiikl bo 
ko:nrn, to b(3 ciit by evciybuiiy aw a 
cowuird. Yet fclio eei’r.iiicaiu uiUHt b« 
lortliooming ! VVt>!.iid iiie djito of it 
matter so long m iti was cl is pi ay ©.d 
Certa,io.ly not. th''3 only alter- 

fsative which cou/IlKi i{le<pted," wag tlio 
raa..rriM.go ^of iVjo il.oa A(,iKiistyrf Holtly 
with .itfadeaioisidlo Aniuiotiiic by 
special i.ic8iHe‘ on tire morrow. 

All those rtdlticiioriH |)'4,sscd fchroiigh 
Mr. Moftiy's braiin as Arimwitiim doffed 
the rod coat and tiic cap* I to looked 
at her. Hao was cuiquisitcJy Bhaped— 
her cDuiitciiaiieo was bmuitifiil. ' But 
them to marry iUioM lowiross I 8tii! it 
was better than to bo Hacrilicod to the 
vaugeaiice of a blyo<Itbirsty lire-eaior ; 
and Mr. Bolily came to the coiioiuiiori 
that^ it was the best cyiiriio he coiilcl 
possibly adopt* Armantino fully ooitipre* 
heuiled all that was pa^sirig lu km 
miud : she lavished her Aarossei upon 
him— she declared how niucfa ahe 
loved him— she said everything to 
gratify his vanity md miiiislar to his 
pride— she protested that th© was ready 
ami wiillog to mriko ariiy saerifioe lo 
©.iisure his liappiness— she would even 
flee from the country, tluiugfa her own 
.heart should break --but idkB dreaded 
the vangeaiioc of tlic tcrriblfe (jart. 
wright on acoourit of her dear 
Augustus I 
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Could Mr. Sofl}!37 resist all this f 
Impoisiblel He drank glass after glass 
of oiiampagae— hii blood was boated 
wifeii tlie wiao aad with Armantioe^B 
BeduotlFe oaresees — h© Ilkewfs© ©xperi- 
©need an ■ awful hoffor of Captain 
. Cartwright ; and thus, amidist the 
straoge aod unnrtural confaslon of his 
feelingB and , bewildemeEt- .of his 
^fchooghtSa he decided oa sec iiri tig the 
oharmer as his wife^ and thereby 
avertiog the hideous vengeaece of th© 
fire-eater. 


CHAPTER XCIIL 

THE OM> LOED AHJD HIS MISTRESS. 

Thb seen© now chaiigee to the aump- 
tuously fumished houa© which Lord 
Wenbam had hired for th© accommo” 
dotion of his beautiful Egiantme— -who 
was passed off on him as, the 
imioaciilate • niece of the not very 
immaculate Madame Angeiiqii©. The 
reader will not have forgotten that his 
lordship was an octogenarian, with 
bowed form' wrinkled fao©j an absence 
of teethi a oontinuoua hacking cough, 
and a mumbling slarnmeriog mode of 
speech. Well nigh in his dotage, he 
had ^ placed implicit oonfidence in the 
specious tale of Eglantine’s virtue., and 
in th© speoioos manner in -which the 
young lady had played ,hv'T part 
towards her wicked aunt.’^ Immenaely 
rich, and a , widower, the antiquated 
nobiem^sn thought that he had a 
perfect right to minister to his own 
pleasures; and he had not therefore 
hesitated to form this moat expensive 
* connexion. 

It was in the forenoon' on the day 
following the incideute which we have 
related in the preceding chapter; and 
if we peep into an exquisitely furnished 
boudoir at Miss Eglantine’s new abode, 
we shall find the young lady and her 
Mcient protector seated at breakfast. 
His lordship had passed the night at 
the hows© ; and h© was completely in^ 
fatuated/ like an old dotard as he was, 
With ks /beautif ul mistress We should 
observe that there had been all the 
shyness and, prudery of, a veritable 
virgin bride in the first instanc©; 'and 
now that some days had elapsed since 
the connection began,. Eglantine an. 
paared to entertain so lively a sens© 


of the old lord’s generosity and klij( 
oesB, that aha 'behaved as if she alread 
esteemed and cou'ld soon love him. 

They wer© seated, as iv© havci gai( 
at _br©akfast,— ~Egb'.mt;ine in a cliarfnln 
deshabillee—Lord VYeiiiiarri in a cireesiiK 
gown and black velvet skull-cap.' Th 
contrast was Immense — and afforded 
striking illustration of the varieties o 
appearance wiiicli liuffiaii 'beings ma’ 
present' to the V!ew,-»-iiow one may hi 
formed to fascinate and another disgua 
—how miGQ, elegance, and loveliLsi 
may belong to youths and how loatligocQi 
, ugiinees may characterize old age. Aqj 
yet that old lord was infatuated enouri 
to hog the belief that lie had alrea| 
ronderod himself agroeabie to Eglantine 
—that she esteemed him— and that sh 
would soon love him. And he moreovei 
already doted upon her: h© would 
sooFser have parted with title and wealth 
than have separated from her. He was 
jealous too— as jealous as lie could be 
-not foecaiiae eh© had given him any 
reason for the eeiitlmaiifc, nor because 
he was deficient in oonceit of his own 
merits but because it is in the nature 
of ail men to be thus jealous id youiw 
W-iveSj and still more of young mis* 
tresses. 

‘^Bly dear girl/’ he presently said 
after having contemplated her for two 
three mhuifea,-- ugh ! ugh | this 
dreadful cough of mine — you goem 
petiHsv© to-day I Tell m©^ my gwoet girl-- 
■ugh ! ugh! If it iveividt foi him horrible 
eoiygh I gbrnild fc«d quilo young again I 
— ,Bat tell me, what it m that makes 
you look so peneivc | 

‘'Pensive -am I p-nsive ? ” einenlated 
Eglantine, as if sudiloniy startiiu up 
ffotn a reverie : “ i am sure [ did not 
think I was 1 And yet-—” 

■■‘Uglil ugh!— and yet ugh! ugh I 

--this dreadful cough 1 But why, my 
near, did you qualify your aasuranoe’l 
Pray be candid with rne — ugh I ugh I 
If there is anything you want— ugh 1 

ugh! -anything more I oan do® to 

enpore your happiness— 

lordapp has already done so 
much for me," responded Eglantine, 

T unfulfilled, 

ndeed, I had never formed any such 
wishes at all -for I did not foresee what 

Zs «« Eglantine 

Ju tLaJ a <;femulou8 voice, she 

hefZf ^ .eyelids to droop-her air 
beoame pensive again-and then she 
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Isasfcily passed her kerchief across her 
browj as if wiping away tears. 

Com 03 oomej my dear girl/' said the 
oM noblemae^ what—what — ogh 1 

Bgh !— -perdition take this cough of 
mine!— ugh! ugh I— what, what is- that 
makes so melaiioholy ? 

To be candid with you, my lord/' 
answered Eglaotioe, eiiddeoly looking 
op with an air of the most artless 
sincerity into the countenance of her 
aged protector, I have bean thinking 
what my uncle would say to me if he 
knew what I had done— or what h© 

■ would do to my aunt if he learnt to 
what she has brought me ? 

Your uncle — ugh ! Your aunt — 
ugh ! ugh I ’’ etaminered and coughed 
Lord Weoham. ** I nev^er knew that 
there was a Monsieur Angelique—I 
always thought that Madam© was 
either a widow or at least passed as 
such. Tell me, my dear — ugh 1 ugh ! 
ugh I— this cough will b© the death of 
me-™ ugh 1 ugh I ” 

‘‘Madame Angeliqu© is a widow/* 
explained Egiantioej but neverthe- 
less I have an uncle. I will tell you 
how it is* Madam© Angelique’s sister 
married an English gentleman : I am 
the issue of that onion.. My parents 
are dead# as your lordship has already 
been told ; and I was taken at their 
death into the car© of a distant 
relative. She also died; and then m? 
aunt Angelique took care of me. My 
late father's brother has for a long 
time been abroad — first in the army— 
then holding a high situation in the 
civil service of India ; and ha is shortly 
to return home— even if ha be not at 
this moment in England. That is the 
uncle, my dear lord/' .added Eglantine, 
with a profound sigh, “ whom I dread 
so much/' 

“ Is he a very stern man~ugh ! 
ugh!— is he so very formidable I ** 
asked Lord Wenhara ; and then -ha 
was seissed with suoh a violent fit of 
coughing that it was a wonder be was 
not shaken into the next world# 

“ I have not seen him since I was 
about ten or eleven years old/* replied 
Eglantine, when the fit of coughing 
was over ; “ and then my uncle came 
on a year’s leave to England for the 
benefit of bis health. Oh! I never 
can forget that countenance of his— 
so stern— so threatening— so fierce i 
Do not, my dear lord, judge all the 
other members of my family by* my 
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aunt Aegolique— not- by what I myself 
have become/' 

•'* Noneease, nonsense® my dear!** 
ejaculated Wenham : ‘‘don't talk in 
this way of yourself. You seem to 
thiok-^ugh 1 ugh!— that you have 
done something most dreadfoiiy bad 
by living with me. Nothing of the 
sort — ugh I ugh I ugh 1 this cough— 
ugh I ugh !— of .mine f It is not as if 
you had been a wild giddy girl, with a 
number of lovers — or as if" you had 
been one of the regular inmatea of 
Madaosa Angeiiqiie’'8 ©atablishriieiit. 
But innocent— ogh 1 ugh I— and virtu- 
ous— ugh I ogh I -as you were—'" 

“Ah! still, my lord/' said Eglan- 
tine, with another profound sigh,’ **1 
have fallen— I feel it— and how can I 
look my uncle in the face should he 
find me out on his return to England I" 

“ But why need he find you out f " 
inquired the old nobleman ; ‘‘ why— 
ugh I ug.h ! — should he discover—ugh I 
ugh ! — where you are T' 

“How can it possibly be avoided f 
a,sk6d Eglantine. “ H© will com© to 
London — li© is UiimarriiKl— “oliildlesa 
and I believe well off. Ha, will ask for 
his young relative— h© will not submit 
to the evasions and equivocations which 
my aunt Angelique is sure to use. He 
is^ terribly violent — resolutely deter* 
mined — fierce almost to savagoness^ He 
is persevering too ; and if h© do not 
extort from Madame Angelique a con* 
fession of all that has ooourrad, he will 
leave no stone unturned in order to find 
me out/* 

“ Ugh 1 ugh I— my dear— then 
must hide you/* said the old 
and as hie voice abruptly ros 
wonted mumbling and stammenog imo 
a positive ahrlek, he yelled forth, “I 
couldn’t part from you!— they shan't 
tear you from me I they shan't tear you 
ftomm©!*' 

Oh, how kind and good your lotdship 
is ! murmured Eglantine, apparently 
melted to tears : and starting from her 
seat, she threw her arms round the old 
dotard's neck, lavishing carewei upon 
him- 

** You do love me a keik hit! g&n 
Weaham, looking up Into her face with 
gloating eyes, and grinning like an 
ancient goat, . , 

** Ah I until now I esteemed yon/* 
responded Eglantine : but at presenl 
I feel— yes* I feel that I love yon I 
than gliding back to her seat, she finng 



upon her oM protieetor a look that 
seemed to vibrate with mingled tender- 
ness and gratitude. 

Yon are a good girl—iigli 1 ogh 1 — 
a very good girl/® said the oohlemao ; 
and w© will go oat presently in the 
carriage to the , splendid shawl-shop in 
Regent-street — where — ugh I ugh 1 --yoo 
shall ohoos© whatever you like/'* 

** Ah, my dear lord/® exclaimed 
EglantlB©? “ now yon will understand 
the impossibility of keeping myself 
concealed from this terrible oncl© of 
mines whenever he begioe to search for 
me« How can I remain in-doors ®II day ? 
bow can I debar myself the pleasure of 
accompanying you in your drives? I 
care not for society or gaiety : with you 
I can be happy : — but complete lone- 
liness and seolqsion I can not endure ! 
My uncle must sooner or later hod me 
out 

At this moment the door opened ; 
and a shriek pealed from Eglantine’s 
lips. Lord Wenham at first looked 
aghast: but on perceiving in which 
direction the eyes of his young mistress 
were bent, he turned himself round in 
his chair, and beheld a formidable- look- 
ing personage advancing into the room. 
We may save ourselves the trouble of 
much description, by declaring at once 
that the intruder was none other than 
Captain Cartwright but on the present 
occasion he was dressed in plain clothes. 

, Scarcely less fierce however was his 
aspect than on the preceding day when 
he presented himself to the Hon. 
Augustus Softly and Mademoiselle 
Armantine. His countenance was stern 
and implacable ; and on advancing into 
the room, he banged the door with such 
terrific violence that it made the old 
lord shudder and quake from head to 
foot with a startled sensation that was 
immediately followed by a fit of 
coughing which lasted for several 
minutes, 

Meanwhile Eglantine had covered her 
fao^e with her hands : and Captain Cart- 
wright, with arms folded across his 
chest, stood surveying her with the 
sternest severity. 

*‘ And is it thus,'* he said, ‘Hhat I 
find my niece— "the pensioned mistress 
of a nobleman I I cam© to England for 
the purpose of giving you a happy home, 
and making you the heiress of my 
wealth : I had buoyed myself up with a 
thousand fond hopes, — ^hopes of happi- 
ness in my declining years, in the society 


of a nsec© who would be unto rii© as a 
daughter, and for whom. I shotiM find an 
eligible buBband. Blit all these hopes 
ar© destroyed — and my deceased 
brother’s daughter has dishonoured the 
name of Cartwright — that name which 
never was dishonoured before I 

** Spare me, dear uecle—spare me I " 
exclaimed Eglaririn©, fliugiiig hereelf 
with ©v 0 ry appearance of the wildest 
griof at Captain Cartwriglit'e feet, «« His 
lordship is very kind to me — ” 

'^Kiad to you, Eglantine ? " ejaculat- 
ed the Captain scornfully : what means 
such kiodoess as this ? 

‘"‘Sir/’ interrupted the old nobleman, 
“ I — I — ugh ! ugh I— would have yon 
know that I — I— ugh I ugh f— am in- 
oapabie of treating your niece otherwise 
than— ugh ! ugh I— with kiodoess.®* 

*‘It is something lo your favour, my 
lord/’ answered Captain Cartwright 
sternly ; but still it will not save you 
from the chastisement I am bound to 
inflict upon the seducer of iiiy niece. 

‘‘ Oh, no, do not touch him I do not 
injure a hair of hie head 1 ** exclaimed 
Eglaotiae, etartiog to her feet and 
boundiog towards ' the old nobleman, 
around whose neck her arms were 
thrown^ 

You ar© a good girl, my dear— ugh 1 
ugh 1— you at© a good girl/’ mumbled 
Wenham* ‘‘There! there! doo*t weep 
— don’t take on so I — sit down my love 
—ugh! ugh!'— and your unci© will 
presently grow calmer/’ 

Eglantine retired to her chair: but 
Captain Cartwright remained standing 
his arms still folded— his looks still ' 
sternly severe, 

“Lord Wenham,” ha said/ “listen to 
the few words which I have to address 
unto you. A beloved brother on his 
death-bed bequeathed his child to my 
. care. I undertook,, the charge, vowing 
to fulfil it aSeotionately and honourably. 
My avocations recalled me to India; 

. and I left my niece in the care of an 
elderly female relative in whom I could 
confide. She paid the debt of nature 
some little while back ; and then 
Eglantine, after an interval passed with^ 
a friend, went under the protection of 
tny sister-in-law Madame Angeliqua. 
■And such proiectionl It has been!— 
good-heavens, such protection! In a 
word, my, hopes are blighted--and that 
niece whom to her father on his death- 
bed I swore to protect and befriend, is 
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a oreatore — —and yoii^ my lord, 

are her eediioer I 

Bat she loves me — ugh ! ogh ! 
shrieked forth Wenham, in that sam© 
shrill tone to which his voic© had ere 
now risen ; and yon shan't part us— 
ugh i agh !-» — ‘you shan't part us ! 

Ohj node ! uncle I " murmured the 
weeping Eglantine, *‘pray be not so cruel 
unto m© — Oil I — be not cruel unto me 1 ’’ 

‘^Cruelj iiieoe?" ejaculated Captain 
Cartwright: ‘dt m you that have been 
cruel to the memory of your parents— 
to me— aye, and unto yourself I But I 
must tear you henoe—from this house 
of infamy I — you must go with me— and 
on you, my lord, will I inflict such 
reogeaiioe as the seducer deserves. 

JSFoti even your years rauoli less your 

■; rank and wealth shall protect you 1 
: 'You are bound to give me satisfaction 
. ^ for the seduction of my nieee^ A friend 
: of min© will wait upon you presently ; 

. and if you refuse I swear that I will 
horsewhip you publicly not a horse- 

whipping for mere show— not a simple 
laying of the whip upon your shoulder 1 
but such a chastisement as shall bring 
you within a hair's breadth of the 
grave I '' 

: A shriek thrilled from' Eglantine’s 

lips: ^again she iiiing herself at the 
• Captain’s feet — again eh© Implored 
^ his mercy. But fiercely selssing her 
: by the wrist, he compelled her to rise ; 

■ and then, as he tossed her from him, 
she sank back sobbing convulsively 
into her chair. Meanwhile the old 
; nobleman had bean thrown Into such 
a nervous state of excitement by the' 
dread of losing his beautiful mistress, 
and by the terrific threats of personal 
chastisement which the fierce 'Captain 
had flung out, that he was almost suf- 
vfooated and strangled by another fit of 
: coughing. 

If on my return to England, ** re- 
sumed Captain ^ Cartwright, now ad- 
dressing Eglantine '■ with mournfulness 
rather than bitterness perceptible in 
his tone, I had found you the honour- 
ed wedded wife of this nohleman. or 
of any other man of station or char- 
aofcer, joy would have filled my heart, 

1 should have blessed you~I should 
hiwe thought with a holy oomfort of 
the manner in which I had fulfilled my 
vow to your deceased parents ; I should 
not have felt as if I myself were a 
guilty and perjured being In oontem- 
plating the memory of your father* 


But instead of bailitig; you as a wife, I 
fio.d you living In gilded infamy- — —Oil, 
it ie terrible to tbiiiik of f aiicl there is no 

ycngeancs.; my lord, too deadly fco be 
wreaked on you as tins orphan girl’s 
seducer ! ” 

but,” aasd the nobleman, 
quivering with eervousneBa, and shaken 

by his hacking cough,— but — but 

ugh ! ugh i — ! ■ there no means by which 
this matter can be settled I I— I will 
place a very large— ugh ! ugh !— sum of 
money in Eglantine’s name- ” 

^ “ My lord,” interrupted Captain 
Cartwright sternly, ‘ this is adding 
insult to injury ! What ? — think you 
that the loss of her honour is to be 
compensated for by gold ? Como Eg- 
lantine ^come directly — I insist upon 
it I ” ^ 

‘ She shan’t go)” soreeched forth 
the old nobleman, who looked as if he 
were goaded almost to frenzy ; ■* she 
shan’t go ! ” 

“ We shall aeo, my lord,” answered 
Cartwright coldly. Eglantine is under 
age — I am her natural protector and her 
guardian : if she refuse to accompany 
me of her own free will, I must put 
force into requisition. Coma, girl, I aay 
— come ! ” 

“ But my dear sir — ugh 1 »» 

lose her 1 ” exclaimed Lord Vi 
“ She is the only good girl I ever 
—the only one that- ugh I ug., 
not give herself airs; and then 
ugh 1 ugh I " 

“ But think you, my lord,” dema, 
the Captain, “ that because you 1 
her, I will leave her here as your pen- 
sioned mistress? Heaven forbid 1 Come 
girl — come ! ’* 

Well, well, muttered Lord Wen- 
ham. “I suppose it must bo-- ugh I 
ugh I it must be ! Captain Cartwright*— 

ugh l ugh 1- But what will the world 

think ? Hang the world ugh 1 ugh I I 
should not be the first nobleman that 

~»gh! ugh! Besides, how many 

have married actresses f And then too, 
no one need know— ngh I ugh I— that 
Bglaatme lived with me first of all. It 
has only been a matter of a few days 
Captain Cartwright. ahem ugh i 
ugh '--I think— ahem I— ugh !-hah !— 
ahem ! — ugh 1 ogh I 

^ Thus what with sometimea mutter- 
ing to himself— sometimes speaking 
loud enough to be heard--snd oooghing 
moeesantly from first to last— -the old 
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!.»y lord ? ’ 
aa Wenliam 


de- 

sud- 


dotard conveyed an idea of wbat was 
passing in his mind, 

“ You think what, 
manded Cartwright, 
denly stopped short. 

“ I think. Captain — ugh 1 ugh ! ” an- 
swered the nobleman, “ that this little 
matter— ahem !~hah !— little matter 
may be perhaps arranged— ugh i ugfo ! 
—to the satisfaction of us all. Eglan- 
tine is a good girl— and— and— ugh ! 
“8“ I am sure make a— ahem I 

hall I make a — -yoa know — ugh ! — a 
very good wife/® 

"A wild cry of joy thrilled from 
iiiglantine s lips as she flew towards the 
0 d nobleman ; and again flinging her 
arms about his neck, she lavished upon 
him the tenderest and most endearing 
caresses. ’ 

My lord, said Captain Cartwright 
you are now performing the part of 
an honourable man. I esteem and re- 
spect you -and I feel convinced that 
my beloved niece will make you a most 
eioellent wife. You will have the good- 
ness to give me your solemn written 
undertaking that the marriage shall be 
solemnized by special license to-morrow 
—though under circumstances of as 
much privacy as possible, so that it may 

that 

Eglantine lived under your protection 

8 a mistress before she became a wife* 

T wfllT “‘^Sftaking. my lord— and’ 

I will depart for the present— I will not 
separate you— I will leave you to the 
dwonssion of such preliminaries as may 
be^c°«fe88ary for all that is to take 

The old dotard— labouring under a 
mortal terror of the fierce Captain 

SoirS*’ influeLi 

though in another sense, by the tender 
caresses which Eglantine was Lv?e£ 
upon him-hesitated not to giv^ Sf 


CHAPTER XCIV, 

Kii’ 

the INMAN COMMISSIONBES. 

_Thb scene once more chanaBa f,, 

Prinoesr^T residence of the 

Princess Indora in the neighbourhood 
of Netting Hill and Bayawater. S 
Prinoeee was seated alone in that et 
quuntely furnished apartment where" 


we found her ou the first occasion tlr 
she was latrodiiccd to our nvoiors I 
was at the back of the dniwhig-rcom 5 
the first-floor; aiul the .'siyit/ofl 
appointments was altogether orienfa ' 
The lamp siispoiidcd to the coiling gj 
its soft roseate iighi, through 
transparant modimr. ci' a piiik-tinf.' 
globe of glass ; and the ottoiuana wiil 
their rod velvet mwhion.s— jho cr’imte 
draperies, with fheir maasivo e| 
fringes and the carpet of corrogpogii 
ing^ dyes apfieared to borrow deetr 
ana richer hues from that Hood »I 
lustre. ‘ 

The Princess Indora wan soaied unm 
one of the ottoinaii.s ; and she L 
arrayed in the most beeomiiig orieak 
garb. A caftan of purple veivsi 
exquisitely embroidorrd, and brilliMi 
with gems, set of! the fine symmetry 
lei shape to adniirnijle advontag/ 
Confanod at the thr: at and nt the waist 
the interval that was left open reveak' 
the rounded con tours of the 

bu., II,,, I' W 

ranspareut c/itvai.s'f f/i. ,she wore gstfe 
trousers of an azure eoluiii-, ombeoidprfd 
and trmimed with »he richest la« 
Made full m the (jahtorn Mfyle, thet 
ballooned dinvu to the ankles when 
they were tied: ,he ankles Ihemsel 
were bare- and the f-et were (i,rBr 
into morocoa slippors of a purp!,. oote 
ornamented with pearl, i. Aeennlim; fc 
her eiishim. the PriiioesH wore no vumt^ 

me indeed wore any artitieial men,,« i 
support or eomjiroHsion requiHije fort 
form so superbly modelled, .uui the rlcl 
oontourH of which suMfained tlmmsslve. 

US nature intended and as if tb 
^atue '^^'^Ipturcd delinnatfonH nfi 

Of the Princess Indora was not of gimr 

swarthiness, although it uus of ciwtSK 
duskiness; and it dilfeml from that! 
brunette of western clime, inasmr* 

have said too— but we may repeat 
hcre-that the skin had alltLtfi 
ooHsh^ appearance and that animat 
ter *e«ni0d to indicate that 

m " a ^°«aanhood. The ri 

r.r 
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brown purity of the general complexion. 
To gaze upon the Princeee Indora — to 
obeerv© those iiiiieses of iiixuriaotly 
flowing hair, dark as pjglit, witlioiit 
wa¥© or cur! except at tlies ©xtremitles^ 
bot as soft as silk- — that faoltles® profif©!, 
with the straight nose, the short upper 
lipJ^ and the delicately rounded eliisi — 
those coal-black eyes. fall of a 
languishing Instre, and curtained at 
times by the richest ©bon frlogee that 
ever constituted a veil which woman 
could at pleasure draw over her 
thoughte—to pass on from that 
oouotenaiic© of roagfiMcent heaiitv, 
and safl’er the eye to wander along the 
line of the throat, till it Joined the neck 


where the bust ex|)aod{3d into such 
grandly rounded 'and i^oliiptiiousiy 
swelling contours— to travel still onward 
with the gaze, and follow the sweeping 
outlmes of the arms, hare to the 
shoulders, and modelled with robostnesa 
and yet to the most admirable 
symmetry--to pursue the conbeoipia- 
tion to thc^ feet, which were tong and 
shapely, with high insteps— to complete 
this survey of the living, glowing, 
animated picture, would be to feast tiie 
eyes with one of the most charming 
and magoiOcent creations that ever 
belonged to the sphere of th© female sex. 

Such indeed was the Prineess Indora, 
who had now really corapjeted her 
thirty-first year. Ordinarilv with c^ast* 
©m women, they are at that age on- the 
wane— their beauty is lading-^and in 
appearaoGo they rcaembi© females of 
five or six years older in our western 
climee. But it was noi^ so with Indora, 
If, in speaking of her ago, aha had 
chosen to diminish it by " faalf-a-dozen 
years, no one would have • qu.-stionsd 
the truth of her assertion. In over? 
.sense was the lustre of her beauty iin- 
dimmed; while the lapse of time ap- 
peared ordy to add to its gorgeoiisness 
and its grandeur. There was a dew? 
freshness ^ on the rich red lipi-^tha 
teeth ^whioh they disolo.-^ad were whiter 
than ivory, even as if arranged by 
the nicest meobanical art, and in fault* 
less preservation. Her breath was 
sweet and balmy as that of a youtbfui 
maidens; and in a word* her appear* 
ance was altogether as if she had taken 
the most studious care to protect her 
wndrouB ^ beauty against all those' 
enacts of time and ciroumstanoes which 
could mar dts fresh aess or dim its 
onghtness. 


‘I 

It was at about eight o’clock in ihe 
evening that wo thiiR fil'd the *Priffieet'‘*8 

Indora seated ui her €?xc|ui&iiLel v fur 

nished apartr^^ent-- aaid " (‘vhleiitly 
awaits u g s G lii B 0 x. p o i ■: i’ e d a. : r i v a. k H o f ) e - 
ful bapplBese depictoc! uiioii her 

couoteiiiaiiee * itiH vrai’ cIowOoiFi'*'*'' in 

the depths of her coal bhek 
the flutter of her lieart v/aa iudicatod by 
the c|iiick Bv/eliiiAg aaai cif lior 

bosora. \4 hjit; tvoa poMikog in tiso iiiiiid 
of the PriEH’oaH Ifciora that r/an thud 
copeiiii and hoppy, ;tiid to a (certain 
extent a.gita.ied with fiuBpi'nev t Was it 
'f.hat6d:ie thought of lier bore— f hr. t long 
ffuthfol, iriipaa^u'f'sr ti, and truHtful 
love cf her^B—iifid .hat gho imd nmmi'i 
to b' 1 eve it woukl Bliorih^ be crowned 
with 

Fi\.,s0ritiy tli-e door opeped; arifl 
Sagooiiah nx'ide her a|>|)oarafH‘o. A 
r.ipkl sep.rchiiig gdanco did the iiyiili 
Ihug upon her fiustr(‘»Ra aa nlie c,!r(>i?Bed 
the th FOB ho Id — for or*o idogtlo riiGUBOiit 
too did the v«adlct*ve ox'pri. swhifi of a 
tigraBB pasB over the foaturoH of tho 
Hindoo- woman— and fhou ae liar oye« 
iostai.ituneoiiHly Ha!:k again, hIio wtcK'Hl 
beioio the PrineimH iviffi her wonted 
roBpecllul det'ereiioo a( mmaor. 

^ What m it, iSagooiiali f imiiiifcii 
Indora haaiily. Jm it--—.’' 

She Htopimi Hhort ; and the aalmir 
heightened upon hor cheekr*— while tlin 
other avidaneea of her bii«|m.mi«© were 

enhanced, 

^ 1 wo from liuleriiluiil 

nave arrivotl i« London, mv hMly/* 
luiawered Sagoimnh; ** ami tfityy crave 
an Immediate aiiditmced* 

‘‘ I'wo CJommiHHi->iierb ? eiamiiateii 
Indora, the colour siiddeady vaioBhiiig 
from her csheekH.^ ** What*’ can this 
incaii I i'fiifi anyfhiiig hap|iciir*fl to my 
dear father i It wii« hut Ilia otJicr <iiiy 
that hirt masBengerr: ware 
speak, Sagociiiali I— what aiiv they ! 
and the PrincaBs painfufly ixoilciL 

Ihey siiirl uufhmg^ my lady/^ 
answered tfio ayah, “ boycficl iriqiiiriog 
m respfect to your ladyii}iip*« tunilth and 
in solioitiiig an inuuecliate nudianco, 
liut ^ they are in mmiroiog, my lady 

In mournirig ? ** aohoefl Iiiclora, iritli 
a half shriek, -Oil, Hiea I must arilb 
mpate the worst I But iat them anfar 
introduce them quick I ” 

Sagoonah haitened to obey th# 
mandate: and in a few momeiite the 
two ciommisiiioiiers from ladariibad wmm 
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UBhered into tli© presence of tin© 
Princess^ One was a venerahle old mang 
in . whom Indora at once rscogolsed a 
faithful and long-attached Minister in 
h©r father’s service : the other was a 
personage of middle age and wore a 
military uniform Him also Itidora 
knew full well : he , was one of her 
father^s equerries. Both’ were men of 
distinotlon and of high rank ; and, as 
Sagoonah had intimated, they wore 
the purple emblems of mourning 
which were customary when death had 
to b© deplored in to the kingdom of 
Inderabad. 

The two Commissioners prostrated 
themseltres at the feet of lodora : their 
hearts were evidently full of emotion : 
and the Princess was seized with a 
mingled consternation and dismay 
which forbade her from putting the 
question that had risen up to her lips. 
At length the elder Commissioner 
murmured forth in a tremulous voioe^ 
Gracious Queen, accept the allegiance 
which we offer for ourselves and on the 


part of all your Majesty’s faithful 
subjects.” 

** Ah ! then my beloved father is no 
more 1 said Indora, in a deep voice : 
and covering her countenance with 
hands, she burst into tears. 

The Commissioners rose from their 
suppliant posture, and stood in atfch 
tudes of respect in the presence of her 
whom they had just hailed as their 
Queen. Indora appeared to forget their 
presence ;--at that instant one idea was 
uppermost in her mind— that her father 
was no more, and that he had died while 

^ foreign land, 
Bi^tterly bitterly did the lady weep, 
Uh, If she could only have been there to 
close her father’s eyes and to receive his 
last injunotions 1 Oh, if the wings of a 
bird could have been given to her at the 
time, that she might have soared over 
seas and over lands to minister in the 

' l^bat beloved fa ther—ahe 

would not have to reproach herself 
now I But she was strioken with re- 
morse ; for she if she had been 
gmlty^ of a crime in being absent from 
that sire m his supreme moments. At 
length she recollected that the Com- 
missioners were present : she raised 
her looks—she wiped her eyes; but in 
a voice that was deep as if clouded 
with inward weeping, she said, **Ten 
me, my friends, how annim my poor 


father of his daughter in his lasf 
iJlneas ? ” ' ; 

“Hia Majesty.” refilie<J the senioil 
Commissioner, “ eommanded us to beai 
unto our future Queen the assiiranoea ol 
that paternal love whieh had nerej; 
diminished — of that father’s fondnesii 
which endured until the end.” ! 

My poor father ! ” murmured^ 
Indora. again weeping. “ But whatl 
else said he ? ” she inquirod, after a fe»| 
minutes’ pause, an 1 again drying he 
eyes, 

•’ His Majesty eoinrnanded us,” re 
sponded the chief Oommisaiener, “h 
assure our future Queen that he le’ft hei 
a Kingdom in the highest state ol 
prosperity— a well fille<l troaaury, and a 
population that has not to complain oi 
ojppressive taxes — a large and well, 
disciplined army that has oheerfaliy 
sworn allegiance to your Majesty as its 
Queen — thriving towns the wealth and 
civilization of which are not to be out. 
vied by even the cities of the Englisli 
in other parts of India. In a word 
your Majesty is now, by the will of 
heaven, called upon to rule over a great 
and a happy nation, in whose heart your 
image is enshrined, and who will we|. 
come with enthusiastic aoclaims their 
Jjady-Sovereign home.” 

Indora was profoundly aflectod, not 
on account of her father’s deatlr but 
likewise by the language which thi 
Commissioner thus adiiresso^I to her 
She wept for the memory of her perish 
ed sire— she wept iikWiso to know 
herself a Queen. 8he wept for the 
lost one— and she wept i eosusa a dia 
detn had descended upon her brows, 
And there— in that villa, whiol 
sumptuous though it were, was a mer* 
humble cottage in comparison with the 
gorgeous palaces of laderabad,— there 
sate this lady, the Queen of one of the 
mightiest independent nations of the 
East I 

The Chief Commissioner proceeded 
give her Majesty certain details re* 
lative to her father’s death, and also 

I arrangements 

that had been made for the govern* 
ment of the kingdom antil her retanj. 
it appeared that only a oonple of days 
after the King of Inderabad had ds- 
spatohed those messengers, who, as ws 

have already seen, waited upon Indor* 
at her villa, he wae seized with i 
sudden illness, which in a few hoJ 
proved fatal. Bat the imitant hit 
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All! echoed Mr« Radciiffe* “'Yes 
it must be so™or else you 'would oe^er 
have gone—” 

Ah ! you know that I went thi- 
ther I ” ejaculated ladoraj at once 
penetraliog his thoughts. 

Yes'— “but lot me ©xpiaiu presently/’ 
said Mr. Redoliffe, Tell me, Indora 
— how did' you learn everything—” 

And I also will explain preseotly 1 ” 
rejoined th© eastern lady» *• First let 
us speak of that whioli is nearest to us 
— and dearest at least to me Yo'u have 
discovered that she whom you sought 
is no more — —is it not bo ? is it not 
that which you would have me under-- 
stand ? ” 

‘*It is,” answered Redoliffe* “And 
MOW listen to me, Indora- No on© can 
be insensible of th© boundless- — th© 
illimitable love which you have borne 
for me ; and it is impossible I can repay 
it with ingratitude. On th© former 
oocasions when 'we met within these 
walls, I epoke — and perhaps spoke 
harshly — of my long, long detention in 
your royal father’s capital : but fhat I 
have forgotten— or at least forgiven. 
1 know that you love me. Indora; you 
have given many, many proofs of it — 
and it is not in my nature— — no. by 
heaven ! it ia* not io my nature to plant 
a dagger in such a heart as your’s 1 ” 

‘ Clement,” murmured Indora, ‘‘ these 
words from your lips infus© an unknowo 
happiness into my soul ! ’ 

“ Yet listen to m© again/* resumed 
Redcliffe, still retaining her hand in 
his Own. “ The power of loving as I 

once loved— another and his voice 

faltered is dead within me* But, 

if, ail other circumstances apart, you 
can accept the hand of one who will 
esteem and cherish you— who will 
lavish upon you all that tenderness 
which your own long-enduring love co 
much merits —if you can be contented 
with an affectionate friendship which 
in itself will be a real love,— then, 
Indora, you may claim me as a 
husband.” 

Tears trickled down the lady's 
cheeks— for her heart was^ full of 
ineffabie ©motions; th© words she 
would have spoken died upon her lips 
—but to those lips she pressed Clement 
Redcliffe 8 hand. 

Listen to me again, Indora/* he 
continued, himself deeply moved, 

“ You are beautiful — the handsomest 
of living woman 1 You retain too all 


the first fresliness of your youth— the 
jettines® of your fiair will not for years 
to come be streaked with grey~not 
the lustre of your eyes be dimmed, 
But how different is it with me 1 
Though still in my prime, so far as 
years are concerned, yet am 1 prema- 
turely old. My hair is streaked with 
grey— -and Oh 1 if tli-e sorroifs, the 
afflictions, and the wratclicjdiioss I have 
endured be taken into aocmint, it were 
no marvel if I were bowed down aa 
though it were with an iiitoiorable' 
burden ! ' * 

“ Oontioue not thus, Cleaient!” In. 
terra pted Iiidora, pressing hia hand to 
her bosom and then to her lips. ** Aa 
I have assured you before, I repeat the 
assuranca now— that I only behold in 
you the idol of my own irnagiiiationi 
I 80 © you as you were when first I learnt 
to love you in the far-off city of Inde- 
rabad ; 'and, Oh! I shall ever love 
you 1 Though ail in kn instant your 
hair ivere to turn white, and your form 
wore to be bowed, and you were to 
preBcnt th© appparanco of old age’s 

decropitode, 1 ahoiild love you- -Oh, I 

love ^ you just the earn© ! And think 
you, Clement, that there is not grati- 
tude mixed up with this love of mine! 
Think you I can ha iinmindfu! that it 
was you who were the preceptor of mj 
childhood- — who laught me whatsoever 
aocompliahro-ents i possoss — aD<t what 
IS more/’ added Indora Hohimoly, and 
in the fervour of a gratcfii! piety, 
“ who instructed mo in the subliwc 
truths of Christianity ? Or again, thmk 
you that I am unmindful of how yoa 
introduced th© arte and eoienccB of 
civih'asatton into my father's Kingdom 
—how you taught him a liberal and an* 
lightened policy — and hi w by virtue of 
your lessons he was enabled to advance 
his people to the highest point of proa* 
parity and happiness I No, Clement— I 
have forgotten naught of all these 
things; and thus you see how fervid 
gratitude is interwoven with my love 1 ” 
Never had Indora seemed mow 
eminently beautiful than while thus 
giving expression to those eloqucBl 
outpourings which flowed from her very 
heart* There was eomethiog sublime 
as well as something ineffably touching 
in her loveliness at that moment— 
something grand and pathetic— splendid, 
and at the same time indescribably 
interesting, in her looks. Redoliife 
would have been something le«i or 




leading towards the main road, he felt 
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CHAPTER XCV. 

THE OONSEBVATOBY* 

The desk was setting In on the 
evening of the foilowmg day, when 

two in^yidaals who had\een\alklg 

fn ifk discourse together 

flhnot I, of Oaklaads, 

Pnrvt One was 

Purvw, the old steward, who now 

duo'Jri f® 7.f^ towards Marohmonfs 

Se^fiewL 1^**° **“tily struck across 

where fa?haH h ‘^''®otion of a cottage 
wnere he had been wont to take un his 

rnS minutes he reached the 

hifwav for® ®o°tmne 

ms way for about a quarter of a mile 

he cottage ; but 

experience an 
^venture ere that walk, brief though 
It were, was accomplished. Por as he 
That along, it struck him 

ht 5i,^ iorra lying 

by the side of the road in the shLe of 

and ,Sd ,hare”““ *'■? 

correct. A female ^lay "^mor 7“ 

^.n, -i*b b„ ,L “ 

Td“.‘”t:rr^ 

r .„\-= 

atd tha't 7he posIS ^^ure; 

not of actual TeS;' 

not ten 111! 

young too-not°“ma7r yeSr^b*’^®^^ 
thirty: but she bad a hfgglrd 
aspect. Her eyes wSe ni 

jnd KndnlL^'t J'Jb ‘“Xvaif 
the idea that hPt »rJZ iTom 

victim of afoul crime 
exhaustion, or of ’siidH 
death. natural 

The cottage, as we have said » 

■“ no great distauoe .• tnd “'thitW 


Mr. RedoJiffe hastily bore the woman i, 
his arms. The ocoupaafcs of the 1,4 
habitation at once receiTOci her- (n, 
they were entirely obedient to the w1 
of Mr. Redoliffo, whoso liberality as 

paymaster they had experienced 1 

more occasions than one. The unci 

soious female was placed upon a couch' 

and by the means adopted to restore 
her she was so far brought back to life 
as to leave little or no apprehsns l! 

in a state of unconsciousness as tn 
what was passing around her • an 
haying slowly opened her eyes S 
closed them again.- their tempor! 

Snor »' “ «>«« 

cannot he an ordinary traran” 
aaid Mr. Rodoliffe to the womL of 1 

.re „o„p,.,e,, .„r„ JL 
the stockings likewise l-her poor S 
are all out and bleeding. I lil^ onin 
them_ with hot watei- : an.l this T 
likewise tend to bring her haok”^t! 
oonsoiousness.” ^ *'® 

'‘Bo so,” said Mr. Rwlolitfo •• R„t 

F^wToin to ascertain 

add7d !! ® ‘’«»hably,” he 

jSo ’flashed' of Crazy 

Buggested the remark' he'"' w77’ 

^na4^idioI'*! 'T’^ 

she has r“ <lceont. and 

deaSri-rrir; sT,;o,r 

Should happen to be any let-t«r7 
tome!” ‘f'e® 

Sd Mr rLITZ borm ! 

parJou7*w£oh fl to the 

oottage. In abotf 

®’<ierly femall whl ‘ ."'mutes the 

.«o. to '•'‘‘"•“.'xi' 

Mr. Eedoliff^ *'^jow©d 

pftroeived that she 'hstaotonoousljr 

ihherhMda! ^ ® 



THJfi MYSTERIES 


fhe poor oreal,uro is very far from 
being a common tramp,” said the 
woman : “ for, look here, sir ! — there ia 

a purse well filled with gold and silver 

—several jewellery-trinkets— and this 

sealed packet.” 

Mr. Eedehlic took the articles; and 
opening the purse, ho found that it 
contained about twenty guineas ; the 
jewels were old fashioned’ and mh^ht 
be worth a similar sum: the sealed 
packet had no address upon it 

“Is the woman recovering?” he 
inquired. 

•‘She every now and then opens her 
eyes, sir,” was the response,— •• looks 
vacantly up_and then closes them 
again. I am pretty sure she will 
recover: but what are we to do with 
her? If she has any friends, they may 
be anxious about her *’ 
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“That is preoiseiy what I am think- 
ing.” said Mr. Redoliffe ; ” and there- 
fore, although under any oirournstances 
I dislike opening private papers,~yet 
on the present oocasioa siioh a course 
seems absolutely necessary. Go hack 
to the poor woman— do your best for 
her— and in the meanwhile 1 will see 
whether this packet will alTord us any 
clue to the knowledge of who she is.’- 
The elderly feniaio retired from the 
parlour, and Mr. lieiidiile broke the 

seal of the packet. It contained a 
letter the address of which made him 
itart suddenly ; and ho unhesitatiugiy 
lommenoed the perusal of the docu- 
ment. It was a long one : and profound 
with which Mr. 
sedolifie scanned its contents. When 
lehad concluded, he romaiued for some 
mnutes absorbed in a {irofound solemn 

lilsfifr’ murmured to 

las of late been manifesting itself in 

>gnal and marvellous ways for the 
opmeut of the deepest mysteries 1 

yidanol ol»«in of 

^laenoe- .But who can this woman 

In a few minutes the mistress of the 
3t6^e reappeared.— saying, “ Hava 

‘’‘I' »« ? ” 

Mr. Redoliffe, “and 

iat ° ^ anxious 1® make 

% » «ingular coinoi- 

1®*®**^* “ ooftaia 

wneM m which I am deeply 

affords no olue as to 
woman heraelf may be. ikoea 
8 get better I” 


She still lingers in a sort of swoon 
was the answer: ‘.but two or See 
times she has again opened her eyes • 
and once her lips moved as if she wire 

What do you 

_ . ik, sir had better b© don© ? Ah here 

my old man come back from the 

pot^w ejaculated the woman, as the 

heavv*f instant and 

heavy footsteps were heard in the little 

passage which divided the two ground- 

humble dwelling 

Ho must hasten off to the villaire 

Re? ^ answered 

Mr ItedcJiffo. “ Go and tell him to do 

The woman issued from the room- 

took immediately 

took his departure again, for the 

S°whi°i ‘be commission 

hioli h© was now oharsod* His 

5r p.‘s7/ 

“I am compelled to go out avain 

presently.” said Mr. Eedoliffe : -‘yoj 
must therefore continue to do your 
best for this poor woman; and when the 

Burgeon arrives, you can tell him nndVr 
waat oirournstances she was' discovered 
in the road. You may mention, if you 

and°the Possesses this money 

.lud these trinkets : but you will sav 

?htrf fT paoket.-o^ 

hioh I shall retain possession, at least 

lerJ? poor creature 

herself returns fully to oonsoiousness 
hoforo I come back— and if she should 

shtwTrfh?? Property-you oan 
arr^ff« ber money and her jewela 
are safe -, and you can tell her that the 
packet 18 in the hands of the gentleman 
wf o found her in the road—that b" 
Will take great care of it — .and that ' 
wishes to have some conversation w: 
her m respect to its contents.” 

'Wtfootions, Mr. 
Eedoliffe resumed his cloak; for the 
evening was chill, and a mist was rising 
_a...g to.h a. cottoge" Z 

along the road— and thence he struck 
into the fields, across which he pro- 
ceeded in the direction of Oafclands. It 
was now about nine o’clock in the 
evening; and the mist was growing 
into the density of a fog. A stranger 
in those parts would not have found 
hM way towards the mansion through 
the ofcwourity: but Mr. Redoliffe 
appeared to be well aoauainted wtt.K 



©very iBeii of liss gmniiid ; atid ho e-ooia 
reaoiied the spacioiiis gards^s 
to tli© dneal couiBtirj.’gea.t, Me waited a':, 
til© pedfiiseat of a pa?tsooi^ar a/'^d 

ttier© le a few iLsiiniiijtes ho wajj lolujacl (if 
til© old SteWSFCl PlUTFlS- 

Oialy a few crcrdia-. 

b6tW60Il ‘|jli3.©!a!31 “ GIlj", 'hlBV ECfOO-j>''i'rle *! 

together towarde th') Tr ■ / 

reacliec! a large j^^reein’hof'^o r^r f'oj- 
serYEtory^ m^hiioh was rv::aLordi rj.io 

leogt-h of oue oatire Bide of cdo edCA-, 
and Into wiiiiol? the '“'/ii^rJe wo fd* c-nut;. 
of three Facing op'jpr^da ’T-se a '.go;' 
will therefore 

were meang of eoinaviaieo/dcjii h’Okz 
thoe© rooMio witli the eorororro^to^’Y : ;gr/. 
w© wiuot add that tlwa w o, 

dooF opening frooi the .;sii>'orYo,to?y 
itself into tlie garden^ It "ag- r,o:>cif.L 
this door that PsiiiTiB'. and Mr P-odellLTo 
proceeded ; ainfi the old wtoward opOuTeoI 
it by meainis of a key r^tDlcdi: he l^ad 'lakep 
oar© to have' aboet hkn. Mr. MedeluTe 
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-U-i 4 ^ XV-lL ^J.ti)?V^I, 

entered: gently closfad the uu,:.-.- 

behisMl him-'— and liorryii'ig awo.¥j 
re-entered tfa© mansion ho another 
of ingreas. 

^Into til© oonseFFatoiiy looked the 
windows of ill© dining-room tfent Y/as 
used on ordinary oeeasicno, as well as 
Mos© of th© library asid billiss^d.ronEn 
Fmm om of these aparlmesits only werj 
hgiite now ahlaing; and wae fm 
ammg-room„ ^ritisln that looia two 
IndiFidaals were seated at a !ab!!0 coFereel 
with deesort and wine: theso 
were the Diilce of Mareiirnont rmd the 
Mon* Wilson Stanfeoipe,, 

Mr, Radelilfa ftdvaaoad 'jauliauslv 
and nofelesEly-amidsfe the mre exoHoi 
fehe choice plants, and the tropical treoa 

Tomded^^tia H was 

oornded towards the window tii'liioii 

was nearest to the table where the Duka 

and hia guest ware seated The 

draperies were so far drawn over all the 

windows that they only suffered the 

light to penetrate through narrow 

understand, the casements themselves 

eyes Of those who were seated inside the 
apartment Through the opening in he 
curtains Mr. Eedoliffo noticed themi 
and with the utmost caution he 

h^d^'^hSn** f Doubtless ho 

thali he informed by Purvis 

^hat he might risk this much ; and he 

thf«!if received the assurance that 
the casement would yield to bis toaefa! 


„ , , WIO0J 

ich;) i' lo flgko, ^ .r,i,ro i;g ^r^tt 

dry dr'kibr ©( g,; y' 

y^^Y " YY'' ■■ ' "iiie; 

.'i^vKiiY^'drog ‘v! | 

'"■ o-.!;;--;,- oi 

aaw.’ y.M- r ; I,;;,, .. .•,, , 

; ! ;y.;,vji ;h;'. ;f: it: i; ;t,- '.'.inl;,’ 

rajoiiioii Dtik- » , i,,,.,,,- 

i'Oia yoil aoi'" 

“ B.i!, more iiari'i-ir.nt, 1 jA.'-v.' oli. 
R.;:vrd S; Miiirpo, «i!, • ;•*■:.•(■•;;., ija, 
i'.it'ic-rto .-UViUl i!i-j i, ^ (j;i.n.,'v,;-uj At 
iiret v-u wo.-!, .!u i^i'Y'cxnla. 

ry.n.:r. ,' mu',: - • -i;, „u C „.o.;doii 

llCvSS, 7 /;;!!'ij j Vi-'i;,a you ■" 

'"i do not (hi:’ I. ; j pni'.'U, 1 
e.’ipljfis,^ Oil lliat occasion, ;:-.c.:v,'(*fi 

the Duac. “ j Mj .,-.f.i^, j.,,j ^ 

»!tC;_ 0 !ir ,yi ,j ( .J, J, ;;,,.;,iy;,j 

avosung. I v.-,y!J •.tko I :.,i.,„i.i,.,. y, 
oyour imemiuJ lo,* Ir-atU 

Mariou; and ,1 fui.!i!;cd my prcm.wc. ] 
ii Word, 8t.,':. lii'jjic, ! havi; hccii true I 
evrary promi c 1 Ruiilo yy.j • f,n„ g, 
huuara.l poiisios utuv o.iJ ,,iio 
oankar s fcc,- your accmiu'.-- ” 

yes, my lard, ’ i:ii'tn’ru,K,i':(l JtJtui 
nope, you navo done a!i t Jiiu ; mu! it, 
beoaup you have done uu much tiwi 
Can ^ judge o, the import'tacvj of ta 
service, whatever it may he. in whia 
you seek to engage mo. You could nol 
or you would not. toil mo in imudoB 
nut you make an appointment for m 
to meet you privately down here 

To be aiiro I ” oj'aculalod .'darohmoBt 
■where wo could dine together fsfc 
a.tete, as we iiavo done— and when 
without fear of he iug interrupted a 



This myst.eeieb 


Ocimi’,^ wa-i nitn-ji.y 

fire sei’?'?c=o 

to gliap 

tb&t> I sjiaed at yom 


vdiam i 

^ ‘ A n d n o w s t h e e/co3i e r t h ^ t- 

diirr;a>'iSi«iGa 

.h3.ighfc 1 

oosB meirncQSs t-h© he W ery ' 

ohncrimra 

the on 3 

Staoliop©,. 1 am op0B 

G y a t *,731 0 s i) 

IddeoiinG 

any^h^iaog : bisl) i love n,ot sir 

¥3013-0, Ig 

of the 

Is like groping ODoh©. way in 

the mini; 


--—Ando ah ! by ?.h,e f\yfy. 

i^'iy lof'd, J 

hack ii 


of 


L10’!.¥ to 


about to ,",,0 ,<>* 

baffled JiiTaO !! !' »*?,'■’' <'''^)Oi'i‘ f ^ *! (".F 

til© forrmop^ oue — I 

respooi' to ii:' 0 'd.i rdl'f'/r of th'*- I ).ro.?¥o.-iB 

Eao^ngli I "■■’ iBrtorrirpt'ed th:y TDoke 
impatiep.tS;/. Thd^iik joo iiho.t I eoidd 
foF «o raoraeat yonr 

meaoii'ig f 

x4fid BOW tc tiio r^reFent 

biisiness ? ’’ Raid Siooj'kopo. 

Yoe aro Ri, msm^iad Ike Duko 

3’! Marcbmoait, '^Sjf ex.pfr;:?:>ivo^ ha.Ikt‘0-~ 

icottstofiiieci to fuB'oraoiiH ; nnd 

bbo Biirn’ oii kvo wbuicb 

[ paid into yonr aaocnraf uo'; 
if Ml pro¥o bjrt a« o droo do tdo oco;rii 
II 00*111 parisori with yr<ar hyUjh m^rie 
}f 0 x p a n d ri I ^ w r e • J s r. « i' c«ff; ^ y c ii a re a .m a 1 1 , 
3taalio|>c\ who oisijort to be iihh) to 
'©ekori yoiir moiiGy iij fclioiisand ImkmM. 
)f by lii/iicIredBd* 

■■ all. iliiw/'' rxofr,iiiu;(! Ste.iiliope, 

*' w tfO load ty tlio aBiiiBTaiAjy f;l i at 3/011 r 
3rac© can piifc lo.n “ii kdc voe y of g%kung 
,bousafidM, it will aaHurod!i? ia! ifa* moni 
i^elcorne liiteilfgiHH,;p i!mt 1 «hai! have 
leard for a very lurtif dn:t- 

*‘It Ib f.fic iriitc. tiiai; I am hdlbig 
^onV* rejoiiied the Duke of Maivb" 
QOUt » iiiid fifseii lie ode* ;'^ afo^f* a patise 
a a Jower iyiie, aiul fixing bin \ooka 
igoiiicaikiiy lipoii big » 'wit U not 

.¥0, liot tea. liot lii'iueii t hoy sand 
iouhcIh iliafc I HlioiilJ litwiilafc to plmoe 
a your baialjo il yon could ooly 
00001 plish the a ini whieli 1 'hav'e m 
iew.*' 

Mr. Eeciclific fanciod limi Wilaori 
tanliope jiiust have hoeii astcninded 
y i'MB ^ imnoiifireiiHUit : for iilihoiigh 
0 ooiikl not eee that iialivitlyai^^ face, 

0 could neve.rtiludeaw judge by hii 
lauoer, m well iw by Idi prolonged 
ilcncc, that lie was gii/dng iu a sort of 
Bopefied ii.i,iias(^.cittierit upon the JJiikc 
r MarohmoiiK ^ A» for tha Biikahiui- 
df* lie ^ kept ^lij^ ^ 

eewiar iigiiificuiiay upriii Htohopa, 

8 If endeavoiiriiig 10 foreilnidow by 
ja j0ok« ttittfc furiliar a|iicJdal|0a of 
»8 i»«ipoft© whioti he hardly knew how 


worcs, J’dr even wlieo 
■ uag to i/gllaiiB fhere is a 
Winy vybieiL ei/abfsrraeses 

Purpose II li; ia as! sfci 

j^>0£'aas ta iiin'O ci-i er. TLo loi^tra 
opo:ii the eoii.ra*- 
f' P*" : ) 'or" 

jjao taexfaai lahrLi v/ioe--- 

voTy pale ; eiu'J it; wore 

¥\p!r:-sx;£ Wha: l^odoM'V 


kriivt Ticor It aa 
ao SFOsi'er 

aid 

were he iig'i 
koetPr/;:/ en 




so 


tfeo 

aril] 


Rli!i“idore'!:l, ■, 

£D. iil:?! a-Ok 't’Ol 

a,ete.u-<:.-f filjf ui L0''.0'yn y cfi frn;j*’=y 

re. 
of . 

"'80 retaiijy thoiiHaads . 

Ru.id iStiiSikopc, )-a- ’pilgi.h bjTi.-ifciiit; thti.ji 
!OJ»K silojtc;-', nsxmki?)!,; iis If he 

were etiil hi uiO,: of" wandarlng 

lar 


ha not liks'i.'ShB tiK'S-osig^sjy aiaaftef 

ic'ea£B[ja and 

of pOE,MKls I ' 


le-^cF'^'dalit y,> 


lidci'ed iti 
hoerstw 

dor that you 
l-^r'aie and io; i.n; 

W3 


And :f 

ii. ' 

tohl iliat 

W.!' 

!iccltlilu3 

St 

.you——”" 


“ Would 

1 li 


V’ cl 3 (3 t ! ;j t (< m e a »ja a e ^ d il en I j 
trie 1-0 .uhh i'lhou’’; of ?:«i!ir- 
3r;ej> eio to do ,jt wieh a 
.TCi-kr tinl I * 

6 oj I ht-5 i,)’iko, ill .^4 
wm foe7ee'iy aiidibl© to Mr. 

?!!e tui>'oni.'’st*f:,— “ rA,'uid 


0’?,d.*ff.akc) it P 


IB rhiko 

ihvUi 

s ^ c 


M t 

v'k'O h 

Yjur 

Cn:; 

'J ‘ h’j 

oIp,} iag 

a 

pfiEir 

knawE 

icr 

whio 

pu.r|i,: 



are j )k 

in '4, 

An 

il |i,5i i 


!:u!l 

tlie icHi 

Is l) 

v-ori 

' Hon y i 

niu 

!” 


i iukc, Ii 1 ^7; 
* 'Mhen I ;dic; 


But till a 

— Iieaveii 
0!se ycHi 

y di tji,Aa|j 

ro ^lot j».:.?iiiiigB’ Siiicl the 
o'a aoriaiis-— 

_ !»;.] 'uy, ' r«j:,u.i Sfcan- 

nupe c|ii!i5k|y, 'Wluit heviog |gt>| iiold of 
ui'iii v/hose circuinisl aiuiea were tiu’ 
Other 4lay dcHyemto, and may ^ooii 
become dt\i|,e.fnito iiguiri— you are liohi- 
ing uat to haii siuca 11 uuu|Uittdt)iw— -- 
Blit, juluiw I you du fiat mean B I 

toll you i mean imHwvimi 
tl.i6 Duko, Willi tho ail* of ri mnii whu 
was suddenly rusul^ftHl to hunt about 
tbo bush no iougcr, ‘‘ but como to tfao 
point.” 

^ ou moan it! ’ said Stanhopo; and 
thou tti*'ro was another long pausu, 
during whioh thciy tiyed' each other 
With that sigiiitioancy wbioh charac- 
terizus vilfauy when oomiug to an 
understanding with villany. 

'• Now listen to mo/' resumed the 
aake^ of Marchiaont. '< We are speak- 
ing withtu four walls ; and 1 know it is 
imposaihie there ean be any one to 
OTOfhear us. If you fall into my views, 
good and well; but if you think to 
draw forth explanations from my tips 
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bvorhotird, wo may duuMJWo ftho oorviao 
thati 1 nood at your liando.” 

<‘And now, tlio Dodnor that diooiionioii 
oommonooo, tho bolitor/* obncrvod 
StanhopG. urn opon to ulmont 

anything : but I love not niiHpoin«\ ft 
is like gmping ono’o way in tlm dark 

And, ah I by tho byo, my lord, I 

hope that whatnoovtu* now taolc you aro 
about to ooidido to mo, v/ill not bo 
baffled and dofoatod fio oomplotoly an 

the former ouo wiu\ 1 with 

roBpoot to that affair of tin- Dnoluma 

tf 

‘‘ Enough I intorniptod tho i’Julco 
impatiently. “Think you thati could 
for a momont minimdoiHtand your 
moaning ? ” 

** And now with rogiird to tho proaont 
biiflineRS ? fluid Staiihnpo. 

“You area man,’* roiiumod tho Dulio 
of Marohinout, ‘‘of oxponMivo halntii — 
aoouatomed to luxurioun living ; and 
tho fliim of fivo hmnirod poinula which 
I paid into your account tho othnr tlay, 
will prpvo hut lUi n drop to tho otHsan 
in ooinpariBon with your laviali niodo 
of oxponffituro, Imbrnd, you arc a man. 
Stanhope, who ; ought to bo ahlo to 
reckon your money by tbouiuuid inctmid 
of by hundrodfl/’ 

• “If all thin/* oxoIaSmod Stanhope, 
“ is to load to the aiujuraiuu) that your 
Graeo can put mo in tho way of gjuning 
thouHundfl, it will niiHurodiy i>c tho nioBt 
woloomo intolligonco that I nhall have 
hoard for a very Jong time }mf»t,“ 

“It is the truth that I am tidling 
you 1 ** rejoined the Duke of March- 
mont: and then he addn<J after ,a pauae 
in a lower tone, an<l fixing hlu hmlcH 
fliguiflountly upon hi« guont, “ It in not 
live, not tea, not fifteen thuuHarul 
pounds that I ehould hoHituto to place 
in your banda, if you could <inly 
aooompliah the aim which I -have in 
viow/V 

Mr« RedoHfic fancied that Wllaoa 
Stanhope muat ham been aBtounded 
by this announcomont : for although 
ho could not ree that iiuHvidualhi face, 
he oould novorthelcHH judge by hia 
manner, aa well ns by hia prolonged 
Bilenoe, that he wuo ga/Jng in a «ort of 
fltupefied amaviement upon the Duke 
of Marohmont, Aa for tho Duke him- 
self, “he ^ kept his eyes riveted with a 
peculiar eignifloanoy upon Stanhope, 
as if eudettvouring to foreshadow by 
his looks that further oluoidation of 
bis purpose whioh ho hardly knew how 


to (diapo in wordiK l)V>r even wjum 
villain m talking to villain flnuo in a 
li eight of vilbiny wbicdi cmi)tHTaflHCH 
tho oiio how to pm’f)cMo i(; io ail iU\ 
hidooun dotniln to tho otiicr. Tho biHtrc 
of tho lamp chono full tjpon the noun- 
tonanco of iVIarclucoTif: : n few ruiniitcH 
buck it had boon llufdicd wilh wine 
but now it v/iic very p/dc ; oiil it wore 
no Hiniidor wn < xpieonioji Mmt U(Mlclih'e 
nlmiddcrod, /oul could ov<m have gmaned 
in liic horror, v/orn lu? not etmnihlc rd the 
iicuM^Minty of luiopitig lun giuird, and 
wore ho m>t IjUinvinc thormigldy mjudicr 
of hid loelinga and omoliuTia. 

“80 many tlioiinandii of poiiudn 1 * 
aaid Stanluipc, at length In'eaking thalj 
Iomjj: ailonce, and aptviklng ac if ho 
woro Htill in a nU‘u of wo lu hi ring 
incnMlulity, “ Wliy, niy h<» 

adflod in a voice that Imcairu^ imddeiily 
hoamo, “ it can ho little idiort of inur- 
il(U' that you v;lah nu> iotb) mudi a 
price aiul for auch a l oward 1“ 

“ And if it wer('/' a'ti<l I lie Duke, in a 
toiiC tiuit wan mnu'cely audiide to Mr. 
Jtodclirfo ad, tho nan c mont, — “ would 
you 

“ Wiuild I undertake it '{ Hut llua 

h\ ridiculouM ! “ (danulnteti Mr. Mtindmpe, 
Ymir (Iraoe ia playing u heaven 

knowfl ior what purjioaol nx <dao you 
uro joking. And lot mo (ell yon tlmt 
tho jcHt in a. very nony one I ** 

•» And if I were not jokirig.“ aaid thf) 
Duke. — “if 1 were tuuionH— • — 

“Then J nlumld a{iv,“ rejinod Stan- 
hope quleldy, “(hat having got iudd of 
a man v/hof)n oircumHtfMUtCH worn the 
other day deny era (<', ?md rmyv HOoii 
become <iciiperate again— you are bidd- 
ing out to idin Huch a tmniiration — 
But, pabaw 1 you do Jmt mean it I " 

“X toll you that I numn it,“ a' 
the Duke, with the air of - 
was HudUenly rcHolvetl ^ 
the bush tio loiiKcr, “ , 
point/* 

’* You mean it I ** said Statihopej and 
theii there wm another long pause, 
during whioh they oyod^ each other 
with that fiignideatmy which uharae- 
tcri7.es villuny when oomiug to an 
uuderstimding with villauy. 

“ Now listen to mo/* resumed the 
Duke of Marohmont. We are Hpeak- 
ing withtn four walls : imd 1 know it 
impossible there can be any one M- 
overhear us. It you fall into my vio^i 
good and well: but if you think tdS;; 
draw forth expianabious from my Ups 
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ill oi'clor that without oxooiitiiig my 
purpoao, you may henoeforfch exoroiuo a 
power over me -you will bo mintakon 1 
Y or were you perfidioiialy to broathe a 
fiyilable in betrayal of wb/ifc ie now 
taking plane, I ahould indignantly deny 
it: and who would believe your word 
againet that of tho Duke of Mareliinonfc ? 
You floe that I am (({leaking (tandidly, 
tJtanhopo— beoauao oandour in nodciumry 
under tho oiroi{infitiinooH.'' 

*‘I do not find fault with your Gmoo 
for thua anting,” uiuiworod Ktanhaiio; 

and now at leant I know that yon aro 
aonoufl, Prooeed, my lord: there eari 

'* Ihoy are brief,” roapondod the 
JJuko; “and not many niiuutOH need 
elapae ore you will hnvo to oonio to a 
deoiBion. Ihoro is a pertain womnn—a 
lady I ought to oall her who by Homo 
moans has mixed heraelf up immt 

unploasantly m oortain aifidifi of mine, 
^he may moan nothing moro thun 

what Bhehashithorto do„o:or. on tho 
mil ® ‘““-y <lt>al 

more and 13 only biding hor timo. f 

thirin®H°'^ iipprobond that 

this latter suppesition in tho true ono ; 

"therefore am I dosiroue 1„ Sn 

tormfl, Stanhope, tliis woman is an 

enemy whom-whom 1 niuat Per' 

dition seize it I Lot tho words bo Himkoii : 

iITth ^ Iroiu my 

path. Ask mo not for further oxida- 
nations: but say— and say quioklv 
Stanhope— to what extent 1 may oomi^t 
upyurassiotanoo?” ^ 

S do * whether I 

r flumi flm auoh 

maSTlon thouBaud pounda- 

£.undfln/“''° thouflarid 

I ini Tint 

oourao* only epilf '"Sonlirtlon^ai;;." jf 

«Wy »Mt . h.Uer-l‘.U<,«U iB 16 |» 

^^wforo when 

iZhTo d' fl^’om/ £ 

you merely require me to owrj 

““sworod the Duke of 
“«« we are now entering upon 


jpi 


the nutimwiai month of .Sfi|)(.ombnr 
know that nho Htill oonliiuioa' 
lamho,, in (hat ganion, aj,,,® 
itheoibod III rovorio, ovm, 

dufllc hau oloHod in. .SomotimoH sh. 
aooomjiame,! I.y „ young ]«,{/“' 
livoH with l.or - ut oti.or timo„ 
atlondod liy n fonmlo iiorvant 
oooaoionnliy oho in ulono. ()f y,: ^ 

(iHMUrod: fi,, ,|„,i„,^, y,,, i 

1 hnvo fro((uontly wiitolmd i„ ' 

;; l“rooood, my lord.” naid .st„nho,' 
roiilliiig hiH ghiHH. “I 

“It in for you t„ J 

lunity whoii aho i« ,dono ” oonHm*' 

n„i.„ z “5 

upproaohofl to hor loHi.louoo hy it [ 
you may utoai thittuir iin{miooivod-!i 
' fjt«P, my hn,i | ,„yd vy,,. J 

"'’""■"I y™ -.ii/ 7, ,J 

'*Ki?<'r or a pintnl would ri.l y*!; 
t ne fcnialo oiminy of your u. HuJ ! 
bout tho reward? If onon the d,S. 
hmo, what guarantoo have I tlmtll 
looompouuo in fm tlionmin.f { yVill vi 
give It mo first of all ? •’ • 

•■Pirst of all I” ,,,1.00.1 tho JJskj: 
And then what guaraiitoo have I -tin/ 
you will porfiinu f/our part ? ’* 

* Now your (Jriiyn fuujfj ijio iJifllonlte, 

P (111. toriuH, we oannot tnmt «... 1, otli i 
Y m will not giy,, ...o y,„ row 

e orohnnd : and I will „„t und.i « 

t e ir;;;’?’ P‘ 0 i.aym„nt i 

one rowiud, SiippoHo that 1 did-^nnd 

Huppoijo the deed u. be dom, : 1 o„me 

-i;o?xrTh" rr “"Si.!; 

y pmy tho virtuoUH — you romidl. 

0 mo— and whafc rodr^Hn iuivo I ? To 
throateii m «uuj, ^ | , 

my iBri' a!T"'“" '“''8" - 

it^v.mh^ i ^ thorn out, 

iLt ii hooauHo ouni; 

Liltor with ol IvH 

"igTbet.”"'"^ on tt. 

mon?“ eaid Marol 

less * J’OPlioJ Stnnhopo,— '• uc 

leas every ehllllnu .No I” h 

mterniptod himself, “j will oiroot. 
oompromfsa with vm. v ... . * 

jpeoifled the relmpons'e iUtZ 

seyon thouauud five huiulrodlend 


T v »uruiroa— and i 

honour to nav me truefclng to your 

«r to pay me the remfllndop. ” 
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Did you Ruppofio, my lord/' iiiquir- 
od 8tiinhopo, ** that anybody \v«fj 
Ilfitening or looking on? Eor if m, wo 
m'ly have ' planed ourriolvoo in no very 

comfortable prodioamenfc 

WHfl nol)lung ! — rowi awfliirod it 
WAS nothing I haafcily intorrnpUjd tbn 
Duke of Marohmont, in a king inorodi- 
bio efforts to regain hin colf-pooHocHioiu 

** Nothing ? '* ejaciiliitod iSfcanhopn 
impatiently*—** it i« propontormiu to loll 
.me that it wafl nothing, when yon wore 
so awfully alurmcdo If I holiovod in 
ghosts, I should voriliabiy fancy yon 
had seen one/’ 

*' A ghost?'*— and it was with a 
oountoimnco as white as a shoot that 
tlio Duke of Miirohniont now gazed 
upon the Hon. Wilson Stimliopo 

heaven/* (ndod the latter/ who 
was himself almowt as munh alarmed 
as astonished, “there must lie some- 
thing in all this I Did you I'anoy that 
you saw oomo one? He may have 
esoapod [“^-.Stauliopo rushod to the 
outer door of the ooufiorvatory, 
‘‘Looked I fast looked I But those 
windows— they belong to other rooms i 
--*and SCO I the oasoniontfl open I they 
are not fastened inoldol My hird, ifiV 
were one of your domeutios who in 
playing the spy upon you, I would 
oouasei you to tako/ hoed. As for 
i mysoif, I wash my handfl altogetlor 

of the buainosa yon propnao to mo I 

will have nothing to do with it-^I wish 
to faoaven that you had not oven spoken 
to mo on tho aubjootl There is suoli a 
thing as running ouo'o head into a nooKo 
at the very instant ,ono thinks that 
safety and security are the moot 
complete.** ^ 

Stanhope epoko with oouHidorablo 
vohomonoQ and oxoitemonfc; and his 
speech had been Interrupted by the 
hurried visits he paid to tho door of the 
conservatory and to tho oa^omftnts of 
tho adjoining billiard-room and library. 
The Duke listened to him with a sort of 
dismayed stupofaetion, as v^oli as with* 
b^^ggard looks* He spoke not a word: 

' hastening, or rather staggering back 
I one inebriate into the dining-roorn, 
ue tossed off a large bumper of wine ' 
Ijlien, otill in silence, he roplaoed his* 
cheque-book In tho writing-case, which 
he was about to look, — when Stanhopo, 
who had followed him thither, hud his 
hand upon hia shoulder. The Duke, 
who had not perceived that he was so 
nOar,, fltartod with a visible tremor : and 


again bis haggard looks oontomplft 
Stan ho pn with a kind of vao{ 
(JiHttitty. 

“ My lord,” miid tlm Ititf or, “ |,Kofo 
Bomothin;^ inoro in itll (liifi | 

in-olu'nd. EiUior you.wdni Hi(n(,t(>n ^yj 
a roal tnri-or o*’ n fanoifdl ono. If ^ 
fmrtior, felioro riiiiMli lir* n roal duntte 
wliioh I now inour an woll an yoiifHo) 
ami if (,ln) luUinr, you miwli havo a vo 
ovii ooiiNBioiiod. A(i all ovoulo jfc 
l»<) worUi your lordNliip’n wliilo to 
on frionclly (oritui yvitli nto ; and fcliot 
foro yon will nuaroi ly look np th 
writiijf^doijlc until yon Imvo ({ivon n 

lAujo t<»kon of what nhall tvo’ ciall i| 

— your lihnrality tl,at; tortn will do 

— juul ‘Uniihofio tsliuokicd ironioally, 

Eor a nionuiut, fclio Duko of Mnrol 
uioiit appDiiiBi] iuulinod to rciiinfc wit 
iudiHiiBfcion liin rxtortioiiato domand 
hiiii a Hoctond tlioii^tlit iuduood him [ 
yiold. Ho anoordinKly draw forth tli 
olniquo-ljook, uiul fillod in a draft fo 
a fchourmml f'uiiiran imitnad of for ur 
wardfl of novon timon that iiutu, us li 
had at lirot intoti'dod. 8(Hnhoi)n tool 

tho (ili^qno «lanoorl at itn ooiitonta- 

and on HDoiiig tho am<mnt| oonuignod i 
to hid pocket with a oomplationt Hmile 
a« if ho thou/flit that when tho Bum line 
hoon rliimipatod lio ini('ht reckon upot 
prooiiriii^ more from the name quartor 
Uo did not care to pro/m t)io |>i,k„ fo, 
any farther c.\plaiiation an to tho iinoiic 
which had taken plucu : Jm aaw tJuit tho 
topic waH an luipUmnant ono ; hut ho 
had hill mutpiaion tliat tho hint he hnii 
thrown out relative to tin* darltiionttof 
tho itobicinan’n ooiiHcionoc wan very fat 
from hoitiq inoorroot 

Iho iluko roinninod ahutraotcd and 
•^houghtftfl for the rest of tho ovoiiingi 
and Stanhopo, nnxiouH to oHoapo from 
ouch Rioomy oompanioiiBhip, retired 
early to tho apartmorit wliioii was pro* 

Jn' Tho Instant 
that Marohmont waa loft alouo, ho rand 
the boll, and ordered Purvis to ha 
iinmodiatoly sent to him* The old ato* 
ward Hopn laado hia appoaranuo, with 
lue fialntual domoanonr of roapootful* 
noHe ; and tho Duko — motioning him to 
advance olose up to where ho had halt- 
ed from a troubled walk to and fro- 
said in a doop voioo, ■'l>urviB, somo- 
thing Btmngo again hau ooourred this 
evoning.” 

' X '7 old 

etoward- /‘ And what la it!’* 
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“You rorooinbor that clroam of mhio — 

if it were a droatn But. T to 

ijoloubt In filiort." nddnd Marolimont. 

ifeoBfc oruelly perplexed, •* I ktu>w not 

I'wliat to think But who. PurviB,” he 

i‘Badcler.ly doinanded, “ keeps the key 
'of the oetiBei vstory ? ” 

“It is always in my omitody, my 
lord,’ responded the olil steward. 
Il'When the heud-/j[ardenor requin's ife, 
I give it to hitn : hot lio always restoreH 
}t to mo — for as Oak lands is so seldom 
occupied now hy your lordship and her 
Qrnoo, I am always afraid of a sot of 
idle tramps and vatiuhonds getting; into 
the place." 

'• Who has the key at this moment? 
—who has had it all tlio ovoi\ingf’*' 
Jeoiandod the Duke hastily. 

"IMs hero, my lord.*’ replied Purvis, 
Wodiieing the key; "and the irardoiier 
IDS not had it in his puesesHion sineo 
he forenoon " 

I "Biit those other rooms." said the 
■puke,— “ think yon that anybody 
ibould Imvo penotrated into ilieni ? ** 

I “Not without my knowledgo. my 
'lord," respotidod the slowurd: 'lorat 
all events not ivithont tho knowledge 

(lof at least some of tho HervaiilH. Hut 
may I bo so hold us to inqniru whv 
your Grace hhIch ? " 

, . ‘‘It is stnitiRe— most strange r* mnt- 
Itered tho Duke to himself Cun tho 
|doad real pear ?—or if he he living, 
pas ho oomo to revisit Ihosn Bounea 
jwbioh 

;; “I am afraid," said I*urvis, "that 
jomotblriK unpleosrnt has oeourrod to 
jyour Qraoo ; for yoiir looks aro very 

‘mueh disoompn.sad ’’ 

i “Enough for the prosintl" ihtnrriipt. 
ed Marolunont ‘1 possoss a feverish 
fanoy when I think of oortain things. 
Take osro, Purvis, that all tho doors 
are carefully looked hoforo you retire 
to rest. And look well through all the 
rooms — behind tho draperies_ln every 
nook and oorner, indeed; for the 
house Is apaoious— and It is so easy for 


any evil designing person to enter and 
hide himself, See that you attend to 
ttiy ^ioalruotfotia : but do not ltpp6^lr 
to be more asaiduons on ‘hese points 
than usual in the presenoo of the other 
aomestios." 

. The, Duke of Marohmont waved his 
hand for Purvia to retire ; and ho then 
proceeded to hia own ohamberi whore 
16 Inekod himself in 

We must now VAhrirn ItTa rX AaxlMr/. 


After pirting from the old steward 
at tho etatuo, ho apod olong in the 
dirootion or tho oottngo, whom ho 
H(j Jofr the iiuknown woman whom be 
ha.l p.oksd lip in tho road, as already 
doHsnhod. puritig the short space of 
tmio oooupiod in rotraoing his wav 
towaniH that oottiigo, Mr, Redoliffo 
rofhuitod H(,on all that had ooourred at 
U.ikhinds: and mo«t painful wore these 
rellootioris. That Q„oon Indora was tho 
0 )joeh of tho Diiks'a murderous maohi. 
natimiH. ho well know: but that bo had 
para ysed them ho was almost equolly 
earinm. And now. on hia return to the 
omtago, ho hoped to bo enabled to 
room VO some explanation from tho 
stranger. woman's lips „b to how she 
hod hooomo possoHsed of tho letter 
oontainod in tho soaled pankot ; but 
ho was donrnod to disappointment. 
J.or on ro-oiitoring tho oottngo, ho at 
onoo o.iriit from tho mistress thereof 
liliat tlio woman xvas gone. 

^ "QiiTiol" ojumilsted Mr. Rodcliffo, 
Vyhiit do you moan ?— bliat aho is gone 
of hor own aooonl ? or that tho surgeon 
ordorod hor to bA removed ? ** 

*' No, sir," ftiiawerod tho elderly 
female; "hIio wont away of hor own 
ftooord." 

Mr. Rodoliflo passed into his little 
paHmiP, the mistress of tho house 
fo owing him; and ho then learnt tho 
following explanations 
aiiortly after ho hod loft the oottago 
on his visit to Oakinnds, tho womsu 
lisd hagun to rally far raoro ropidly 
than lu first; and aim soon recovered 
her ounsttiousnoss. She exhibited mingled 
terror ami nstonishmeiit at finding 
liersolf in a strange plaoo; then sfao 
rapidly felt about her person in aonroh 
of her property. The miatresB of the 
oottago at niloe bade her banish ail 
ahirin from Imr mind, for that she was 
where she would bo taken oaro of well; 
she then showed her that her money and 
hor trinkets were safe. But tho stranger- 
woman demanded the sealed packet 
whioh she had had about her person; 
ond tbon tho mislreas of (ha oottago 
stated whftt Mr. Redoliffo Had bidden 
her annoonoo: namely, that it was taken 
care of on her behalf by the gentleman 
who bad picked her up In the road, and 
that he wished to have some oonversa» 
tion with her on the siibjeot. The si ranger 
woman demanded who the gentleman 
was but the mistress of the oettase. 
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regarded her oooasiona! lodger, gave eorno 
evasive response, whioh only had the 
eifeot of increasing the stranger's ap- 
prehensions* She vowed that she tn us t 
depart that instant — that she had a long 
journey to perform, and important 
busiuesa on hand— that she could not 
therefore wait* The elderly female 
fancying that her unfortunate guest wa« 
half bereft of reason, entreated her to 
remain! but nothing could induoe her 
*--and she took her preolpitato deper- 
turp, forcing unon her hostoas a few 
shillings in payment of a pair of ahooa 
which the latter insisted upon her 
taking as suhstitutee for her own worn- 
out ones. Thus, when (he surgeon 
arrivedi the woman who was to have 
been h 10 patient had taken her depar- 
ture* 

♦'There is something exceedingly 
ttiyaterious in all this/* said Mr. Rod- 
** That woman io no unfori unate 
id loti us I had at first supposed ! she 
must be oonsoioua of fiomo miedend that 
she has fled thus precipitately. D d she 
give you no explanation of how she 
oarao to sink down upon the rond ? " 

She said something about ex- 
haustion/’ was the reply given by tho 
mistress of the oottogo ; but she would 
not tarry to ent so much ns a morsel of 
bread : she merely took a cup of milk 
p-aud when I offered to put some food 
into a little basket for her, aho did not 
appear to listen : she seomod all in a 
flurry* as if afraid of something* so that 
I myself thought she oould not bo 
altogether right/' 

^And the surgeon?” said Mr. ftod- 
ouffe, inquiring, 

" He rode aorosa on hia ponv ; and on 
nndiDg that the woman had gono, ho 

grumbled, a littlD-nntil I aaeurod him 

that there was a gentleman here who 
would pay him handaomely. Ho thou 
went away better ploafled. But my 

huaband is not oomo hack from the 
village yet; and I qan't think what 
detaina him.” 

Soaroejy had tho woman thua spoken 

when tho outer door of tho cottage was 
beard tojpield to the enlranoo of some 
one; and this proved to be the husband 

anxious*® 

, " Why, wtat waa detained you i ’’ she 
aeked. _ " You never yet have been given 
to tjpplmg at the alehouse--— ’* ^ 

wife, /he replied, “ But In the drst 


place thoro’s so thick a mist one oi 
hardly see a yard In front of one • 
thon Smithoi'o fciio oarrior had*j|| 
arrived, and ho had brought with hi 
some handbills from Qnildford, w|,|, 
wo all got reading at tlio bar of tl 
Blue Lion." 

“ And wbnt nro the handhilla ahoiitf 
" Oh I shout some dreadful thim 
tost have boon didoovorod uj) in Londc 
yonder~« liotiao where it'« siipposo 
three or four people have boon miirdere 
at different times, and liiiriod w|t 
quioktime it) a pit. And so thoae bill 
are to offer a Inmdrod pound's reward I 
any luHjy who given the people ini 
mistody— v.’littt’o their names again 
Oh, hero it is in largo pritii—Joli 
Smodiv and his wife l{arl)ara~-Pr flit 
pounds for oilher of them oepuruto." ' 
"Lob’s look," said tlio woman: bik 
she preooeded to rend one of tho hiind 
hills whioh lior huaband had broucii 
with him “Woll now, this is oildt’ 
Mho ejaculated in a voieo of rninglci 
wonder and terror: "why, tho doaorin 
tion of tho woman— dear ino 1 it is tin 
very samo I 'full— dark' — flue oyes- goot 
toot i— ago about throe or four atn] 
thirty- — 

Hero tho woman’s ojaoulations won 
''H.orrupt„d bv the appoaranoa 
of Mr Uodoliffo, The oolloqn v hotwoen 
tho Iniflbai.d ond wife had taken piaoa 
M n” P|iMM8go ; and tho door (I 
Mr. lledoliffe's parlour stood iiiar, Ik 
oou (1 not therefore liolji ovurhoarii'U 
what tliiia passed; and when tho oou. 
vorsation took tho turn j’ust desoribod, 
ho iBBued forth, inquiring, " Whore 
aro thoae hundbillB? ’’ 

One was immediately given to him: 
ho hastily Boan.iod its oentonts; ond 
not a donljt roatod in his mind that Ihs 
woman who had boon tho ohjootofBO 
muoh kind attention on his part, mi 
proolalmod ns a murderess. The old 
man of the ootlago— who, ho It fc. 
oollootod, bad not soon tho woman «t 
all— was striokan with dismay op 
earning what sort of a ohoraotor had 
boon within tho walls of tho dwollinRi 
and he was by no moans sorry to And 
Bobrie®*^ boon comparatively 

Bftfd Mr. Red. 
momonts’ roflootion, 
to Hiink ^of overtaking her through 
this dense fog. Bssidos, she has got al 
leaat an hour and a half's start of upt 
ana then, as she has money too, ihfi 
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>ni find meanfi of oonvoynnoo My 
good friendfl/* added Mr, RodolilTtj, ** m 
you are well avvaro tliab I havo no 
inclination to bo balked a bout, and 
do not wn nt my namo rnon tinned, jfc 
wou d bo qiiifco aw W(dl if notidfjg wore 
said about the vilo woman luiving boon 
in yi)ur ootfcago. T1 h 3 oauHO of juolino 
urill not fluffor on (hat aooount; for 
with thro distribution nf hundhilkj all 
over the country, and with tho otlmr 
mcana which tho polioo am douhtlof-H 
taking for the dotootioa of horaolf and 
her hiiBband, thuHO wrotohon cannot 
poBsibly eHoapo.’* 

The cottager and hie wife, who wore 
aoouatomod to pay implicit obedience 
to Mr. Rodoliffo, prorniHod to bo edont 
in roBpeot to tho aubjoct ho had named ; 
wid when ho took hia doparturo at an 
sarly hour on tho following rnorningt 
^ he rewarded thorn with oven inoro than 
hie aoouatomod liberality. Butin r(‘fl[ioob 
to the paper whioli Imd fallen into hia 
poeerflfljoni what could ho think? That 
itfl writer had boon murdorod, and that 
ho was one of tho vicitlme to whom tho 
oontonte of tho handbill an terribly point- 
ed, Yes— fchia wa» tho natural though 
fearful eonjooture which euggoatod iteolf 
to Mr.llodcliffc’H mind : hut ho roHolvod 
to eet InquiriCB on foot in order to ae- 
certain if any oertaia ohio could peeaibly 
bodifloovorod to tho fato of tho writer of 
that letter. 


OHAPTBU XGVIL 


tho Diiko of Marohtnonb was indeed a 
ooward iiow ; ,uid it was ooujotenoa that 
mado huji ho. 

Iluvincr ooinploled the irivoutigntion of 
Ilia bod-ohainber and tho dreeBing. 
room- adjoining, the Duke opened his 
piHtol-onao and prooeedad to load the 
woapoiiH, But; in mifjafc 

operation ho doRistod: ho prosBod his 
hand to his hrow~and raurniiuod to 
nmaolf, “I he ho really aliiro, oan I do 
thifl < and he glanced ahiidderinglv 
at the piHbola in tho open oaso. 

Ho throw hiiniolf upon a aeat, and 
refl.iotod proionndly. Slow but deen~ 
giadiial hut atronidy marked, were the 
workingB of hia oi'untonQnae, aa varied 
thoughts piiHHcd through his bram, 

“ What can all this moan ? he nsb 
” 1 omens are portend- 

oil ? Why was it that a/ic-that naetorn 
vvoman—oamo hither? and why doea 
Hho Boetn to bo taking np a oauso with 
whioh «hn oan havo no oorthly eon- 
eern ? And why doea he haunt tno 
now? Oh, could that I ooiild persuade 
myanlf it wore all a dream I But if she 

that onstorn . Indy — wore removed 
from my path— and if he—he likewise 
ooaved to exht— what oauao of future^ 
apm-ohonaion would remain ?" 

The Duke roao from his seat, and 
Blowly paced to and fro in tlis oham- 
her. At length he halted nt tho table 
on whioh tho pistol-oaso lay ; and ns if 
endiloiily making up his mind, he 
muttered hotweon hia tooth, while hia 


A STBANOK ItUKai* AT OAKLANPS. 

f 

Tiib Duke of Marohmont, as wo have 
said, retired to his own oham her and 
looked himself in. But ho did not Book 
his oouoh she felt that it were uaoloas to 
lay himself down thereon, for that ho 
oould" not Bleep. HU soul had rooeivod 
a shook far iniiro profound then even 
Wilaon Stanhope himaoif had snapooted 
at the time. 

The Duke first of all examined the 
room oare/ully,— svon oondesoondiag to 
look beneath the bod ami Uoliind all the 
uraperloB; and with an equal degree of 
Borutiny did he Boaroh the drosaing- 
room adjoining. Wo have uaod the word 
oondeteend beoause It is ever a humijiat* 
leg thing for a man to admit even unto 
bimielf that he is a ooward 5 and with 
wme haughty minds it Is a difBoult thing 
•Oft weta boosnd to &oy prooeediag thst 


oountonutioo asaumod an air of fie 
roHolvo. *' Yea — by hoaveiil anyt'- 
— no rnattor what -so long as 
my path of those who dare 
tbomselvoa in it I" 

I’ho Duke then flniahed loadii 
pisiole: and ho deposited the oasi 
Binull table by tho side of his bed* 
"Now,’ ho eaid, with a den 
aavttgenias settling for the fi 
upon his features, **he may ' 
again if he will; end if .lt be 1 
oorporeal auhatanoe that he 00m 
it bo as a living denizen of thia 
—by heaven, his next appoaranoe 
be tho lasti Without oompuool 
without remorBe, will I atretoh hin 
less on the fioor I No more pus 
raity on , mv part i— no more vain 
idle terrors i— for It is only by rny c< 
yielding to them that he has 
eneouraged to renew his pranks 
endeavour to work upon my fears, 
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fool that) I wm to botray mysoif in iho 
preaoDOo of Stanhope 1 But ifc ie for the 
laafc time. Anri now, deopito hj» dnoja. 
ration that he washea hia handa of tho 
buaineaa I propose to him ho aball under- 
take it; and by rondering him criminal-., 
by making him an aooomplioo, X ahall 
oenae to be at hia mercy, aa I now more 
orleaaamifor unfortunately tho inch 
dent of this evening haa given him «n 
advantage over mo ** 

The Duke of Murohmont eiKfoavoiir- 
ed to persuade hiinimlf~or wo niiulifc 

even say, strove hard to make hiinonlf 
topj that his mind wan now ooniposod 
and settled ouoe a«ain sinoo ho hud 
resolved upon n partioular ooiirso of 
aotjoD ; but he oould not shut out from 
hia oonviotions that his soul had 
received a shook from which it was by 
no means , 80 oany (o rcoovor. Tlio nerino 
that lb was so. was hionght all tho mere 
powerfully home to him when be becan 
to disapparel himRolf for the purpoae 
of seeking his ootiob ; and then ho 
auddetilv stamped hia foot with rugo no 
ho felt lhat ho was afraid to go to bed I 

^nd took a book— ho .rose Up again— 
ms reetleflsDofla waa increasing. 

n.r sot there?” 

' fl'Jdcloiily asked himself, 

iho door of tho oonsorvatory was 
ookod^and no one ooutd have ontoro.l 
the library or tho billiard-room uiinor- 
0‘tbo do,;::. 

lie ware really there, then 

topSler' “"I „„ 

As this iflea struck tho Duke of 
Marohmont, a devolish notion at tho 
same time aashed to his brain. Ho 
nerved himeelf with all his one gy t 
carry It out j ho forced upon KHej? 

uponH°’hf/f‘’l depended 

upon It, hia features grew rigid with 

HedeBOendod the atairoase, and flrat 
of all entered the billiard-room. With 
the taper m one hand, and the other 

io the plaoe-but found 

eo., ii®‘ into the library an 

wat'itutod 
itiU uo one, Thenoe he 


paBHoil out into tlio eonHoryntory uavl 
to hhosolf, Peril apa if £ h^,, J 
ararohml thin piano well at the tim. 
might have found him oroiiolind bahil 
one of fchc trc(>« or rn Homo dark nook' 
It wm, „„ • 

Bomltllatum of cowardioo. but with 
ntm-ii, (logge,!. savage rmiobitoiioHa , 
purpoae, tha t Mio Duke of Mai eh mot 
piirHued h u ioveatigatioii boro— but « 
tooo,-a,.ot. He .-xamined the L 
door-ami it wae fast looked, as wh( 
Wilson htanhopo Imd biiusolf oxumino, 

•‘Cun bo be still in tho house I ' 
aelted the D.iko of hiimiolf : •• or I 
after all naught but an illimiou ?— -fa 
worse still, was it-w.mit a upiHt f.™ 
tho other world ? ” ^ 

molted away a cold uliudder ra 
through luui-his looks wore stvopt 
leooilitig terror around ; and ho foR I 
If tho Joant imlioation of ariyihim 
eupornatural would eriiah ami oVe,! 

inmJ'r fi:* VV‘ ^ inukitiids 

> horiiho fanoios swept through hii 
hiaiu : hiu oouutoiisnoo was ghaatlv 

Willi's’ f''i heart hoatlng 

with o pauifu U viclenoethatitappoa* 

0 <* 10 if ho had just boon abruotl 
awakened out of a hideous dream, 

' i'bali I am 1 Ju» tiaid t 

I'uumlf: -‘at ono irmumb bold 1 
desperation I— at another the yorioj 
coward that walks tho face of the eartt 

whoioinihe house: for how, on tha 

admittamio wRluu those walla Ih 
Jioavon, I will j.,, j 

aoa'-ohod tho plane throughout I ” 

Again was tho fortitude of tho Duke 

about to mauo from tlio ooasorvatory to 

til'*''*./'"’ £ 

wCa af manBion.- 

no behold a human oountouanoo iookiti# 
marl ‘**“ «*'*“"• ’JL’ho Urn 

d Strnotf^ i 8 one-but his ear 
matrnobly oaught tho sound of rapidly 

rotraating footsteps. Thus aotfeffi 
that R Was mdood a living being but 
no partioular idea of the 
appparanoo of that 'ouuulononoe which 
l« 7 icg in upon him. the 
^uke hastened from tho oonservatorv— 
sped through the library— and in a few 
moments reaohed th/ prime dopf , 
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^hiohMSHO frrqunnfcly innufcionoil in 
oarliei* narrativo. Of 

thifldoor ho ulwayH JhuI tho lo^y : ho 

opeoecl it— and loJiving tho tn])oj' in a 
reopflfli he rUHliod forth 

a Now, by hoavon I if il, in l.ho 

Duke thoiJf^hfc witluii hia awn hroant, 

and ho found himnuH lun vnd with an 
extraordinary Htronf^tii of mirnl, or 
rather wo ahouhl any, n aatanio 
reaolutomfifl of purponn, if it ia hr, 

death"— tleatit I 

Btoppod and iiattnind : Iho nonrida 
of footetoptt ronoliod hia (mh* from n 
pflrfcioular dirootion : and Miithnr Ih> 
Bped with n HwiflnoHa that arnaviad 
himeolfi Ho oould howiivc*r non notiiin/j; 
— forthorowfto a ihiak fog: l>nt )io 
know every irioh ol Ioh own grounda 
woll» and oould thua loMq) to t loi gnrvid- 
walk even tln>iigh niniimg on at ho 
float a pace. I'lio rntroating fontHtopa 
beonmo more dintlriot,, M troluiomt than 
know that ho waa in tho vi'droigo of a 
graoB-plt^*^ • tind hy tranaforring Inn roiito 
to thfl soft yioldlijg lurf ( ho antindH of 
his own fltepH worn no lonM<^r autlildo. 

All of a ouddnn tijin footHtt jH nf the 
other oonHod ; then lit n few iihniUi<n, 
they oppeurod to ho onniing Imtdily 
towards liim: and iho DnKo i tiMul atijl. 
Nearer oarno thoae niepH; Mom they 
Buddenly eoaeod again, an if the iadivi<- 
dual was atupping nliort to liaum ; and 
Jbon they oaiuo on onoo imito, Ttm 
Dukoof Marohmont hud piat.ol in mvh 
hand: and ho wuK roHidved to tim tlm 
very inomont Ua ahnuUl obtain tUa 
oortainty that it wan tie whom (m lunjght 
-'bo whom ho feurml - ho wlioae life ho 
had made up Ida mind to taho t Nimror 
oaino tho fuottftopu : thoy worn lul vann- 
ing more olowly along tho gravol-wulk ; 
thoy were heavy atopni a« if they wore 
olumay ghooH or coarMo booN that wuro 
tliUH treading nnd Marobuion(> thnnglit 
within hlmaelf, ' It oUnnut nitur all bo 

k\ * 

A few momonlH put an end to tho 
Duke's uuoertainfy I for a llgure wa« 
revealed to biaj through the ruiH: and 
ho hlrasoif watt aimuUauoomily rovoabnl 

to thftt (ndividuul 

‘‘Handtt off| whoovor you ape I'* 
growled A foroaiuutt voioo: or Vl\ daab 
yourbrfllutt out-^-blow me if ,1 douTl 
Hove not another moh/V aald the 
atom UvtmpiJitv : ** or I 

ew a bullet throi^h jvow brnluttl *' 

' f ^ poor foUor*’* tettpoudod 
® intruder, whioh hm Imt hii wov 


s 

inihnionrondfogiaridl drdu^fc go for 

to do no h/i.rm.»» ^ ^ 

* I'he mnjo annworod the 

ii V?* 1.*'^ oibhor» 

u(. ttdl mo » how oinno you to look into 
tnat ooinforvalory juHt now ? ” 

‘■All, vvtdl I MOO you’ro tho flawo 
gm^thnuiin whiob wuh in tliat plaoo : but 

I uatm t idinr luj ill, 1 Haw tlio light 

or ahonhi rurimr imy, I oiono right bang 
agin tho piano in (hu mhlHb of the fog, 
and Hhonid havo gone Hrnanh through it 
gliuia an<l all, if ho ho that it wasn t for 
that (hero glim iu\ you earned in your 
haml,’* 

U K ing IhiH hriof colloquy, tho Duke 
01 alrirnluuont had loiaure to oonteui" 
platf‘ tlu^ iritrudfu* moro narrowly as hie 
oyim giiuv aociJHtonual to tho obnourity 
wliioh provaihul A huh pin ion arcao iu 
hill iniiMl ; and unotlior iriatant'H norutjiiy 
i f tliut villunona hangdog oountonanoo 
tionlinnod it. Ho now knew beyond any 
iariher doubt who thui man was*, and it 
apponrod t(, him h 4 if lui were HiuJdouly 
thrown in IiIh way in order to hooorno an 
imttnnnent in tho carrying out of hia 

doMigiiN, 

" My poor follow, ” ho iiaid, aaauming 
iito moat eompiuiHionating voioe; ** you 
urn oviilontly a houfiolcHH wanderer: and 
iu> far from hlaming you lor ha’"’“"* 
iu void manly intruded on my grourn 
pity you. What can 1 do fur 
you riM|.iire fmxl ? and Hhall I 
a loft over tho Htahio where 
p*Hti yiMUHeif for tho nighi 
afraid : I am the Duke of M 
and i d iftur inyuolf that no 

JiiiH over bad ur * 

harHhnoHH or u 
rm werr* 
lordKhip, ** V 
“and if «o h 

at thitt time nn- ** uauai ui 

I Hhould bo unonmmou thankful**'- 
y Oomo wuh mo, wy- poor inau, " ro- 
plied tho Duke, In tho earno oompaaeio- 
nating voioo aa befuro ; “ and I will aao 
what 1 dan do for you* Xhle way.‘* 
Marulimout acted as if ho had not the 
slightest auttpiobm of tho fellow's true 
oharaotor; and in this manuer he 
oouJuoted him towards the private door 
of the house. Wbilo procooding thither, 
the ill-looking intruder eyed tho noble- 
man nakanoe, it\ order to penetrate his 
purpose and assure himaelf that be was 
really safe; but he »aw nothing on the 
part of the Duke to make him appre* 
hend anv treaoherVi His cireumstaaoes ; 
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wero flotjpomto: for though ho hnti 
aioooy in hia pookot, yofi ho woll 

nigh (airiishod, from tho niriiplo fool- 
lio iiad not- (hired approaofi any 
habitation (inriiig tiui d-iy, miioli Iona 
onl-er any vilhigo or haiiilot, in order to 
purohast) iooii. lio uooordingly ro- 
0 jived to aooojit tho prcjforiod kind-' 
mm of the Dnko : for ho fi 3 Jt toloralily 
well coavinoed that ho inourrod no 
poril ia ho doing. 

March moat oondiiofcod him ov(a* tho 
tlireiihold of tho private door, whioli he 
immodiatoly looked: and tiiking tho 
taper frofu tho rooeua, ho iod the way 
towards tho aorviiacH’ oHiooh,— ( ho ili- 
looking man ful'oiving. Pruooodjng to 
th(i lardor, the Uuao oiid, I'ake what- 
ever you fancy : ho not. afraid--I do nut 
thin^^o by haivoH/^ 

The man lifted down a cold joint; 
another ahoK eupplied broad and oIummjo; 
and the Diiko bade him bring tho (uoil 
into tho tjorvantii' hail. Tln-n Jiie Gnioij 
oho wed him whore to draw a jug of 
strong aloi and bade him wit down and 
oat. riio man inoet readily and joyouH- 
]y oboyi^d: ho placed iiimaelf at the 
table, and oommenood a mighty inroad 
on the inrloin, — profiudng it however 
with M deep draught of tho old October 
alo. Tho Duke uato down ut a little 
difltaiioo : and wibiioub appearing to look 
towards hia utrango guout, w.m novortiie- 
lorto ooatoaiplatijjg him furtively the 
whole time. 

“ It's worry kind, my lord, eaid tho 
maUi for a groat nobiemin like your- 
self bo take aiioh oompatmiou on a poor 
hard-workiag feller widoh haa had no 
work to do lor tho bmt month'-— 

‘■Bit and driak, •* iafceriuptivi 
Marobinoiit : “ and give mo your lliuiilcH 
(iflorwarda. Bo iiut ijo afraid of mtikiug 
inroads on tha proviaiouu ; tUoro is inoro 
alo ia the ouKk.” 

Thus onoouraged, tho ill-looking guont 
renewed his aasauit on tho sirloin, and 
paid hia respects to tho alo. iio ate 
with the vofuoily of one who had boon 
foodless for many, many long hours— ns 
was indeed the case. At length ho laid 
down bis knife and fork, and drained 
the jug. 

"Now,” said the Duke, "replonieh 
that j ig— for I ramt have some little 
diaooufse with you. I have already 
given you tho aeauranoo that I do not 
tbiiiga by halves j and I must eoe if J 
Oftn be of service to you for the future,” 


The niun lojili no tlmn in I’eiiUMiir tj,, 
jug from tio! ImiToi oi old O.il.ofmr nuj 
rdturiiing to Inn Hoai., ho no Idinl with s 
sort of rortpoolfnt f/niiilinrity to thj 
Buko, Hiiyiiii;, •• Horu’i. v/iHliin(' you, 
{Inioo all 'uall.li and ’a iijjiuoaii, and iiintn 
yeaca to uiij.iy tln>ni g md (liinga wliioh 
you liorttowii on ii poor liou.'td, (.IhriHliin. 
ilka tnvaidf.” 

Tin) Duhu inado no roHpinnio ; hui 
n'aiug from hia aoat, idiuli the door ol 
tho Horvants’ hull: and thou rolurniiia 
to his oliair, ho auid, '‘Wo must now 
havo a few niinuloii’ dituioiiriio.” 

Timro wmi Hotiiothiug ia tho Duke of 
Murohnnmt’H appiaUMiioo -- HomotliinB 
wliioh Hooinod altoiod in his muuiiur 
that Mio ill-looking gm-at ilid not 
ultojrothor liko. Ho looko.l urnond him 
lidgolod on hia oh lir for a mi mont - 
uiipoaroiJ iiioliiiud to talco up his ohdi 
whioli lay nour Iiik Imttornd Init at IiIh 
foot—thon llmig a fartivo glanoo at (ho 
Buko again-., uni tlion li id rnoomao m 
tiio alo ju|,, aa if tlionoo |,,i dmivo 
fur itiulo uinl ouuouraj'oiiiont. Whoii 
Iio dupmiitod it oil Mio talilo avaiii ho 
porooivod iliat tho Duhu was |■oga|■<'lillK 
iuiii in u poonliar inunuor, ’ * 

■•Bo not ho afraid, ’ Hui,] Maroh- 
monb; "and do not start nor nrow 
0.1:011,011-. -inuidi ioris attumpt ’any 
violoiunv -1 moan you im linrm-.-but in 
a word, I luiuw who you am I ’’ 

Itio follow (lid start dospitu (,ho 
injuuoliou 1,0 tlm ooutrary: and again 
bo made a motion aa if to euatoh up Ids 
club ; hut tho l,)iiku, inui.ant.aiiooiiHly 

di .playing a piotol, said •• L.,)„)c ; y,,„ 
at my moroy. But bo ijuiot — l-I tid! 
you again Unit I will do you no harm, 
In a word, you ouu iiorvo mo.’’ 

,, ''dforont,” oxolaiinod 

tho follow <•! utwayu like to hoar that 
my florvidCH Ja no( 3 flo 1 — oqh whvi it 
shows Unit nycrythiiig is square mid 

abovo board. ' 

" X^oH-l know you, ” oontinuod the 
wuuo ; • 1 rooognisod you within few 
mstants after our onoounter ; and thoro. 
fore you may judge whottier I moua vrni 
a imsohiof, oou»idoring tho way in wfiieh 
1 have treated you. Your name is 
Bttr«o 8 -.-ttnd you aro known aa the 
Burkor/’ 

Wolf, my lord, I don’t deny thom’e 
my nttmoB, tibloa, and diatinotiomil and 
If 80 bo they ain’t quite so high and 
mighty as your own, they’re «li werry 
well in their ' own way. I oomo of a 
worry roepeotabie family, my lords 
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most of ray waa frroat publio 

oharaoters, and wont out of tbo world 
before the publio gazo ainidafc worry 
great appiauflo. Vm raythor proud on 
W though I aaye it wliioh olu)uldn‘t 
Bay it*** 

‘••Now that you have donn tlnn long 
tirade, said tho Duke of Marolunout, 
‘‘perhaps you will listen to ino/* 

u But first of all, my lord/* ininrnipt- 
ed the Burker, '* perliaps you will have 
the goodnoaa to tell me how it was you 
recognised me, 1 know that I*in a 
gentleman of muoh renown, uiul that 
people in certain quartera niakeH thoir- 
Belvoa.unoomiuon buay in looking artor 
me and prying intty rny oonsarnR/* 

“A few words of explanation will 
fluffioo/’ responded the Diikn, outtiiig 
short that garrulity wbinh roeoived its 
inspiration from the strength of the 
Ojtobernlo. '‘There have boon ueou- 
rate personal doHuriptionH given of you 
in newspaper advortiHomonts, pluoardo, 
and handbills- — 

* Ah I my, lord, see what poppilarity 
is I *’ said the Bui ker : and ho again had 
rooourse to the ale jug, 

Wo may hero pause for an inatant to 
explain that the Duke of Marohrnont 
had at the time, for reaaons known to 
the reader, taken a proat interest in the 
trial of Lottioe Rodney: he had there- 
fore oloHcly wa^ohed the newspapers in 
order to see whrtlier anything (run* 
spired relative to Madame Angelique'e 
ostabliuhiiient, or showed that there had 
boon a oonnexion In any «ort of way 
between Lottif?o Rodney and hirnsedf. 
Thus was lb that theT>uke had been lo I 
to road the persona) doserlpt ion that 
was given of the Barker, when the 
result of the trial proved that ho, Mrs^ 
Webber, and another were tho at^tual 
murderers of the Uvorpoot lawyer, Tho 
Duke had ainoe thought more than onoo 
that Barney the Burkoc was an Instru- 
ment for whom ho oould find employ- 
ment: and thus was it that the personal 
dfesorlptlon of the ruffian had remained 
80 faithfully impresaod upon hia 
memory. Infinitely ciisgustod wn» hia 
Grace now with tho ooarae flippant 
familiarity which tho Burker displayed 
under the influoneo of tho " ale i for 
refined viDany loa'hes vulgar viUany 
although there may bo no shade of 
diflereiioe betweou tho actual crlmina- 
litiy of either, and although the former 
may pondesoand Of feel itself , neoeasita- 
ted to make me of the latter. But 


Murohinont did not ohoo 3 G to assurao an 
ovorhoaring mannor, nor to betray his 
(liHguHt too visibly to tho rufiiari whose 
eervuum ho was now rosolvod to pub into 
requisition. 

woll undorsiand/' ho said 
'Mujwibifl that you are a housolofla 
wundorer and that your condition is ho 
depiorahlo. Thoro is a reward set upon 
your head: and your ^irodioumenb is 
more than over porilotia after yo\ir moat 
rcoont oxploitH with the polioo fflieera 
at tho housrt Homo whero in tho aoitthern 
H'de of London, Now, if I were to 
alTord you the moans of disguise and to 
give you money — if I wore also to hold 
out to you a proa poet of a muoh larger 
sum, HO Ihab you might' oeoapo out of 
tho oouutry and go to America or 
Fra nee, or go out to Australia — any- 
thing in Hlw)ri-— 

Your lordahip may oommand mo in 
every wav/' oxohiimed the Barker, his 
liidei)ua hang-dog oniintenanoo beatifying 
the utmimb joy. " Tlmre'H nothing I'd 
Bt'iok at to Horvn «o kind a friend an 
your Gi'aon olfers to prove toward-' me/' 

‘‘Welland fairly Bpokon, roluiiiod 
tho Duke, " I <lo indeed require a most 
fiignal service at your hands ; and if you 
fulfil it, all that I havo promised Bhall 
bo done/' 

We will not dwell any longer upon 
tbo ooiivofuation that tofik pluoo 
i)elwoon bho Duke of Marohmonb and 
luH miscreant companion: fiuffiie it to 
Hfiy that the 1 itber fully oomprohended 
the dark iniquitona biiBlness that waa 
entruBUui to him, and swore to anoorn- 
plish it. The Duke ascended to hia 
ehainhur, and there proourod a araall 
phial nontaining a dye for the oompla* 
xiou, a black wig with fr zzy curia, and 
a faiao mouslaoho, “these arbioloe 
having boon required by hie Grace for 
some maaquerading purpoftos aovfsral 
years back, and having since remained 
forgotten nnlil now in sorao nook of hio 
wardrobe. He then took from a oup- 
board a disoanJod suit of apparel, which 
by aooidont had nob yet paaaod as 
“perquiaita" into tho handa of hia 
valet; and doaoandiug with thorn bhinga, 
the Duka of Marohmonb rejoined tho 
Burker whom ha had left in the 
eorvantc' hall Tho rulfiin epoodily 
metamorphosed himaeU according to 
the inatiruotiouB ho received and the 
meane placed at hia dispoBal, and of 
whloh he availed himaelf with inflnlte 
eatiitaotion and delight. Bv the aid 
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of a looking glass ho dyod his oomp)n> 
xion with a portion of the liq'ikl- 
furnished by tlio phial ; and the l)nko 
informed him how, by the purohaso ol a 
few simple things at a olioinjsfe lo form 
a similar deoootion for future uso. The 
appendage of the moustaciho oonoealed 
that peculiar formation of the liurker'a 
upper lip wbioh rendered him so onsity 
reoognisable ; and tbo garments whioli 
the l)uke supplied him, ns well as the 
wigi aided in iho aooomplisiirnent of 
the disguise. From amidat the quantity 
of boots and shoos wliioh the male 
domestioH of ihe estebtishtneut had left 
dowD-stnira to be eloariod by tl>o under- 
lings in the morning, Marohinont bade 
the Burker ehoose a pair that would fit 
him; and he did ihe same in rcspeot to 
the hats that were siHpendod in the ser- 
^ vants’ hail. The Duke then plaoed a 
sum of money in the villain’s hand — and 
bade him from a bundle of hiu own oust, 
off olobhoB, so that he might sink it in 
the first pond or stream ho should roaoh, 

All those matters being settled, the 
transmogrified Mr. Barnes took his 
departure from Oaklands; and the Duke 
of Marohmonb returned to his own 
ohamber. 


though it oumo up to the throat, never 
tholeso defined all tlio voliiptuout 
proportions of hnr fopin. 'I’bo rioh 
raasHcs of her aiilnirii hair orifruniod her 
oountonuiiio witli heavy bands, hhJ 
worn iirgligentiy knotted baliind the 
well stiapod bond ; for it was not yofc 
mid duy and Linda’s toilet had still to 
bo aeoompimbod. 

Mr. White Cliolcor was riooply eii- 
amoiired of Ids beautiful inin‘fro8s. 
Several days had now passed ainoe lie 
first lieosmo posaossid of her: lie 
firmly believed tbiit slie wno all bill 
virtuous when she onmo to his arms: 
and be was very far from snapeetina 
that she was in f lie \ytiy to beeomo a 
mother On the ootiasion when we 
now find him aeal.f d by her side, ho 
had only just arrived at the villa, 
where lie liad not passed tlio proood! 
mg night; for he could not too ofion 
adopt fowarda the wife of his bosom 
the exaelleiit Mrs. White Clndter, the 
oxotiao “ iliat he was going to keoi) a 
Vigil of blessed prayer by - Iho 
side of a elonr broilier in tlio good 
work, will) was lying at that e.vtro- 
nuty whioh wuH but the passport to 
the realms of otoriial bliss. 


“It was Satan’s self,” ho thought 
. within his own mind, “ who throw this 
follow in my way to night I I oan now 
dispense wit,h the sorvioos .of SDanhopo, 
■—whioh, alter all, in an advantage : for 
he is more fquoamish than I had faneied 
—whereas on the other hand this ruflhn 
will do my businoas without oompiino- 
Ion and without remorse. Her fate will 
oon bo sealed; and now I have only to 
hink wbflt is to bo done with regard to 
AtJW-^if indeed it be ho himself in the 
living person, and not a spirit whom I 
have seen I ” 


CHAPTER XCYIII. 

The saint. 

The Boeno again shif ts to London. In 
a wetl-furnished room at a beaiitifnl 
little suburban villa, Mr. White Choker 
was seated upon a sofa with the mistress 
whom Madame Angeljqiie had so kindly 
provided for him. This was Linda, the 
German beauty. She iwas, dressed in an 
.elegant desAaftiiiee, oonaiatihg of a 
^fesob niusliia wrapper; and ’whioh, 


Mr, Wliito Cliolcor was drossod in 
prooisoly tho siuno Style as when wo 
brat introduood Jiim to tho roader,— 
a black suit -a noekoloth, displaying 
no eollar-shooH and stonkiiigs the 
former with very large bows :~.wliilo 
a oapaoious cotton unmbrolla kept 
oompanv with his low-orownod hat 
whioh ho hod dopos|t;!cl on tlio oarpot. 
Mow n it that all '‘saiiitH’’ carry 
cotton urabrelias? A''Biint” ovidout- 
ly does not ooasidor himself pnrfoot 
without siioh nn appendage H,w. 
over rioh ho may bo, yon wjn 
B0O him with a silk nm’.ralla : it is 
always a oobton one. If you pooD 
.into Ihxotor Hall, a gtanoo will soon 
aitisfy you that all the umbrottas 
which tap upon the fitior at some 
poouliarly rofroabing portion of tbo 
speakers disoourse, are stout ootton 
Ones, and thero sliatl not be a single 

nmbrolla MS as inseparable from a 
gontLraan •saint” as a brandy flask 
is from a lady “ saint: ” ami neriiapB 
..iTil® b.th 

umf)re,Un8 and flisks at every mooting ' 
aj Exeter Hall or any other resort 
Of the «aiiotimonlou»/ 
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But to return to our narruMvo. 
Mr. White Oholter a'ato upon the nofa 
next to Linda; and havine; Inynd tor 
some little while with her, ho bogan 
to notioo that the oxprnaaion of hor 
oountenanoo was ponoivo oven to 
mourntu'neBa. 

'‘Toll TOO, my dear Rirl, ” ho oaid, 
in that whlninuf onntiuR tone whioh 
from long hnbit ho now invarinhly 
adopted, ao that ovoii bin prof'^aHtona 
of love wore onnvovod in nn Exotnr 
Hall anivel — •* tell mo, mv dour girl, 
what opproaaeo your mind ? If you’ 
have aooror. wooa let your loving 
friend Ohokor: aharo them: for when 
you amile, Olioknr ahall amilo—and 
when you woop lihowiao.’' 

Two pearly toara wore now triokling 
down Linda’a oheolcB ; and Mr. White 
Choker porooiving the aaino. thought 
it expfdlpiit to kiaa thotn away in the 
flrat inatanoe, and tlion to get up 
little Byinpalhetio anivel of hie own in 
the Beoond inatanoe. In ao deing, ho 
pulled out hie white korohiof : and 
behold la bundle of Traota fall upon 
;ho floor, They wore the newly pub- 
Iflhed rffuaiona of one of I ho moat 
lovoury veaBola and moat j''fliJontlal 
nembara of tho Foreign Oinnlh'd 
lenlalming. Negro CliriallaniHing, and 
Joked Savago-Olotlilng Sooioty; and 
m rooeiving them that very morninif 
Ir. White Choker had aaeurad Sia’ 
ruBtlng and plo'io wife that ho would 
nateu off to diatrihuto th‘«m ainoiigat 
bo 'beuightod: •’ hut inatead of doing 
anything of the aorti ha had apod, an 
we have aoen, to tho villa whioh ho had 
hired for hin mietrona, 

TO.'! '"y <^J<»aroat Linda," 

Bald Mr. White Ohokor. when he f-moiod 
he had gone through >1 auflloiont prooons 
of anlvolllng, and turning up the whites 
of biseyea, and aighing and groaofng, 
tell mo, my Jove what it la that aiin 
you I If yon have any romorae for the 
life you are loading, set your mind at 
ease: for tho good that I do in the 
world more than oomiponRaton for any 

maiaoretion or wortkwoffa of whioii 

lanotity covereth thee also my dear 
BlBter-— -But hang it, I I am not on tho ' 

for tu « ^ really thought I was 

for the moment Ooma, Linda dear tell 
yoywn faithful Choker what It In ’tJat 
tffif? *19 win do everything 

,vV - 
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^ **19 ^ruth f " 

"voii wli”^ sobbing and weeping 

'lid uood to me I” 
Y”'i sf'''ak, mv love as If you bad 
donoivnd me m op another,*' 

S hS” "'*'i«tlmonioua gentleman 5 

a 1.1, grow oonsidor. 

ahiv elongated. "Pray h^ oandid: let 
n know the wornt, wlmtevor it la-- 
yea let me know tho worst '• 

* It is true •' oontinucd Linda, now 
wringtng her hniida. ‘'that in one seoae 

yon luivo hnen doenivod 1 moan that 

Homethlng has boon kept, bank-—.” 

ChXr^^d^fr^* " White 

O lokf'r, very nnofieily iinoa 

Imiirf’ Augoliquo told mo 

you had only been 01100 astray—.” 

"Ah I it was not in this that you woro 
doeoived mv dear friend.” replied the 
weeping Linda: .‘for that w„ t"! 
onongh. Qli I I never oan toll you I” 

• Bnt vou must, mv dear -you must 
hjt mo know the entire truth ' Tld 

w I t "'in't understand 

what It Is you have got to toll. But 

pray bo oandid, You don't know wh!t 

a fidget this unopplainty keeps mo in; 

I am all over with „ tremble. You 

don t think Hnufflonoso suspnot — ” 

“.No nothing of that sort," respond, 
od Linda. ‘'It is not any of «"«r 
aoqnamtanooa — ^ 

"riion some of your own ? '* haotilv 
aiiggestod Mr White Choker -OhV 
my dear, how ooutd you have been so 
indianroot ? Con t you know that I am 
n hleasod aamt, and that if the odour 

hi The hnoatno tainted 

by the breath of aonn ial Oh dea 

mo I 'oar mo I what would they aay 0 
me at Exoior Hall f ” J* c 

" I am very, very unhappy,*' sobbo. 
Linda, who appeared as if hep hear 
would break ; '‘ond I wish I had nevei 
^ytmr protection— for I an 

‘ Afraid of what ?'* aaked the saint, 
still m a feverish oxoiteraenl, 

diso^ir — *0 
■' Your husb>nd t ’'-and Mr. White 
Ohokor suddenly put on suoh a look of 
blank despair that hjs appearanoA 
porfootly ludlornus, l*!* /“o™ W9« 

SalKod with ooaBleroation, overeonae 
with dismay, and pioturing to himself 
aot ona fop er»tn con. and all sorts of 
evils, the unfortunate gentleman rolled 
off the sofa and tumbled pyer his stoui 
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cotton utnbrella and hie broad-brim'’ 
med bat- Then, as he afterwards ox- 
preesed luinself, he groaned in spirit : 
and wished that he had rather booome 
the companion of Esquimaux and 
white boars of the North Polo, or of 
boniahtod oannibnls in the islands of 
the South Paoifio, than have remained 
In the more oaluhriouu and oivilisiod 
region of bla birth to have fallen 
in with a married woman, Linda bo- 
Hought the saint to pick himself up; 
but as he exiuhitod no inolinution to 
do anything of the sort, but only lay 
sprawling and groaning on the floor, 
with his head crushing his hat and 
his nose rubbing against his ootton 
umbrella, the eonsidernto young lady 
thought she had hotter try her own 
band at picking him up. The saint 
suffered himfeH to be overporaiindod ; 
and pressing Linda in his arma, ho 
covered her with kieses, — groaning 
and whining most fearfully for no less 
ft period than five minutes, 

“And now toll me,” ho said, in a. 
voice SB if it were a sehooiboy whim- 
pering ever a task that he could not 
work out,—.*' tell mo all about this, my 
dear. How oamo you to bo married ? 
where is your husband f who ib ho? Ib 
ho a godly man ? hath he the fear of the 
Lord; before his oyea? But d— -n him, 
whoever ho is ,1 ’’—and Mr. White 
Choker gave utterance to thia ejaoula- 
tion with an unotion and emphnsiB which 
proved the sinoority with whioh- thia 
most unaaint-liko maiodiotion was ox- 
preaaod. 

*■ If you will listen to me,” aaid Linda, 
who still oontinued to sob and woop 
B-^mewhat, '* I will toll you all nb mt it. 
You know I am a native of Germany. 
My father and mother were genteel 
people, living at Manhoim} and about 
three yeors ago an English gentleman 
was 8 t 9 pping at the hotel exactly facing 
3ur residenoe. Ho beoatno acquainted 
ivith us, and visited us freqfiontly. He 
was very rioh— a Captain in a HuBsar 
regiment——” 

Linda started ■fts if a voloe from the 
dead bnd suddenly spoken in her oar; 
for Mr, White Choker gave a groan so 
deep and hollow that it was realty no 
wonder the young lady was thus terri. 
fled. A captain of Hussarsl Good 
heavens, that his insllgnaat planets 
should have possibly opened the way 
to throw him in oontaot with siioh a 
Teasel of wrath, gs the saint considered 


every military offlo^r to bet A oaptak 
of Hussars. Why, he would aooiier faoi 
all the Suiililenosoo in tho world— h{ 
would sooner have a oommitteo o; 
inquiry appointed by his Sooiety to in 
vestigato his oharaotor, witli tlio cortainU 
that anoh oommitteo should oonaist ol 
oil his sworn onomiOH— than stand th( 
ohatioo of facing a captain of Hussars 
Ho would Booiior bo sooiirgod thrloe 
round Ilydo Park tlian onoountor suoli 
an individual 1 In a word, an hour in the 
pillory, and being poltod the while 
with rotten oggs, wore a pleasant little 
pnoi'itno in omupariHon witli tho risk ol 
boingoallod to an aoooiint by a captain 
of Hiissuro I 

“ Pray, ray doaroflt friend , do not 
make yourself so misorabto,” said 
Linda, plying all her little artilloes 
and wiles, ali her wboodlings and 
oosxingB, and all her oajolorioB to 
appimso him somowlmt. ” I am very 

sorry 1 was going to have told you 

tho wliolo truth but tho instant I 

flaw you, I oonooived auoli nii affootioh 
for you that I waa afraid if you heard 
I was tiiarriod 

“ Ah, woll-a-dny I the misohiof k 
done ray dear,’ groaned Mr- White 
Choker, " Lqvo forbidden fruit— 
and you are tlio ISvo that tempted 
this wrotohod Adam”— and he alappod 
hia breast— ''to fall.” 

“Lot mo oontinuo rny narrative, ’* 
flaid Linda, with one arm thrown round 
hie nook, “TiiiH Captain —pray don't 
groan so — this Captain of lluBBara— - 
What? another groan ?> — -Well, I muet 
call him, then, by tho name of Cart- 
wright Though many yearo older 
than rayeolf, he sought mo ns bla bride, 
I did noji love him : I hated him from 
the very instant that I poreeivod hie 
attonUons began to grow marked. On 
the other hand my parontB enoouragod 
his addioo'iea ; ho hoaatod of hia wootth 
—he lived in good Htylo— and they 
thought that such an alllanoo woulfl be 
ensuring an oxoellent position for their 
daughter. It is the old tale ; tho ohlld. 
was aanrifioed to the wishes of the parents 
—and I beofttne the bride of the Hussar 
Captain— -I moan of Cartwright,” 
Linda hastily added} for another 
sepulohral groan came up from the 
oavorn-liko depths of Mr. White Choker s 
throat, ‘ 

She paufled for a few minutea, during 
wflibh she seemed to be sobbing bitterly | 
while the saint rooked himself to and 
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fr6( grP®“>“g ho woiifc baok- 

ward, and whining onoh tinio ho wonb 
forward; HO that what v/ith tho altoniii- 
tionfl of the groan and tho vi'hino lio 
tuado Q8 sweet a munio na over oaiarnitod 
from the huuiun tliroat. 

" Throe years Jnive olapaod Hiiioo tliat 
fatal marriage, " prooeodod Linda, in a 
low and mournful voiuo: “hut only for 
one year did I live with that man. Ho 

treated mo cruelly — ho boat mo- Oh I 

you have no idea of liia dreadful violonoo 
— the infuriate gunlu of pawHion ’* 

Another torrilio groan eoeapod from 
Mr. White Ohukor'a lipo ; (da oounte- 
nanoe waa ghastly — ho quivered and 
shivered in every limb. Visionn of 
horae-whips and liorHo.piMtoln, of writs 
for crim, con., of tribniialu filled with 
big-wiKS. of heavy damagoa, of oolutnu 
of Boandal in tho nowapa[)orH, of Exeter 
Hail oonatornation, of Hcloot conunittooH 
of inquiry, whirled around him an if 
Pandora’s box had just boon o(>enod 
under hia very noao and all the evils it 
oontainod wore about to nottlo upon him 
like the plagiio of looiists. And amidst 
them all was tho hiiicoua eotiutouauoo 
of tinulQouoau, Itia groat rival and uroh- 
enomy in tho sphoro of snintdom, 
grinning malioioiialy at him. Unhappy 
Mr, White (Jhokorl what was ho to do ? 

'• Yoa,” oontiuued Linda, •' at tho ox. 
piratibn of a year 1 was oompellod to 
leave that dreadful man~-.and I ro. 
turned to my paronta, Ho followed mo 
-.-ho told thorn suoh talim that they 
would not holiovo othorwiao than that 
I myaolf waa in fault, and that ho him- 
self was an angol of gooilnoae, kirnl- 
neaa. and virtue. They insiatod that I 
should roturn to hiini and in ordor to 
avoid auoh a droadiul Into, I flod from 
home, I oamo to England, and obtain- 
ed a altuation na govoruoaa in a highly 
reapeotablo familv : but my huabuud 
found mo out and I waa aoni|)oilod to 
fly onoe more. I wont to Taris, whoro 
I obtained nnothor aituutiouj and it 
waa during one of Madame Angoliquo a 
temporary viaita to the Eroimh capital 
that I happened to fall in with hor. I 
believed her to bo a highly reapeotablo 
lady 5 and eho bogged me if over I re- 
ttirnod to London, to favour hoc with 
aoftll, Ipromiaod that I would. My 
auiband oame to Paria : I heard peraona 
apeaklng of him— I learnt that he waa 

Su a terribly 

wua itfe; I hoped therefore that oaring 
HO wager for woi he might deaUt 


from hui porsooutiona. But no anrh 
thing. Ho found mo out— ho inaistod 
upon my rotiiniing to him-and again 
waa I ooinpollod to fly ” 

And wliiit did you do thon, my 
poor dear Linda?” nuked Mr White 
Ch'‘kor, with another doep iugubrioua 
groan. 

Ih'lieving that my hnaband’a dohta 
londored It unlikely that ho would 
rovioit JDogland, 1 sped hnek to London, 
whero f anon olitainod another situ- 
ation au governess. But my ovil goniua 
haunted mo. A low woeka ago my 
hnuhand ro-ujipeured ; ami ngaiu was X 
oom pulled to floo from a happy homOi 
I was roduood to dospair; and in an 
ovil hour I onoountorod Madumo 
Angoliquo Sho invited mo to hor 
house I wont its true nhuraotor soon 
booanio known to me— »ho introduood 
a gontlornan—— .and— and— from no. 

eosaity I foil, I suw no ono else until 
I oamo under your protootion.” 

“And that one gontlornan,'' said Mr, 
White Ohoker. Shaking hia hoad 
oolomnly: ' who is ho? Homo dashing 
young spark- •" 

" No an oldorly gontlornan,” ro- 
apondod Linda: -and I did hoar it 
whiH|)ored tliat ho waa aomo high 
dignitary of tho (Jliuroh.” 

*• All 1 thou, my dear, tiioi'o waa no 
harm —no harm at all,” said Mr. White 
Ohokor, "Tho aanotity of an individual 
glnasea over any little failing. But 
about this torrihlo litiahand of yotir’a 

Hoar mo I dear mo ! if I hmi known 

all this 

"Ah I It is tho idea of that huabond 
of mine whioh makoa mo wretched 1'* 
moaned Linda. ' 

■’And you nro almoat auro that ho 
will find you out— aro you not my dear 
girl?” inquired Mr. White Ohokor, 
quivering from hoad to foot. 

•• Lot ua hope not." roapondod Linda, 
BiilToring hor oountonauea to aaaume a 
more oUeorful aapoot. ‘'You will not 
doaorb mo on that aooount— OhI toll 
mo that you will not doaort mo ?” 

But aoarooly were the words spoken, 
when a terriflo knock at the frontdoor 
thundered through tho house— the boll 
at tho same time rang aa frantjoally 
as if pulled by a lima tie just eaoiiped 
out of Bodlam— aud Mr, White Ohoker 
felt as if he were abrivelliug up into 
nothing. But tho next Instant a 
thought atruok this Baiut-llke man j the 
inttlaod of aelf.prosomtloa atsectod 
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if sbe diatedl nofc b6 thnah an even steal 
i furtive glanoe at her husband, nor put 
forth a aingle syllable in appeal for hia 
meroy, But a andden idea struok Mr. 
li^hito O^oker : hia only roaouroe waa to 
dde it with a high hand ; and though it 
required a very desperate effort to sorow 
up hia courage to aioh a point, yot the 
oiroumstanoea of tho ease onabtod him 
(0 to do It was tt sort of nock-or- 
nothing orieia— one of those omorgenoios 
which give energy to the veriest 
coward. 

Bismg up from his seati ho advanced 
ft pace or two towards the ferooioua 
Oaptain— but taking good care to pick 
up his cotton umbrella^ so as to be in 
feadineas to resist any sudden attack; 
imd asauming a look sanotimoniouBly 
firm and dopreoatingly virtuous^ he aaid^ 
“ Tuo oharaoter of good and wcH- 
iueaniog man is not to be auporaod in 
this style. Poradventure I did verily 
go to tho abode of the woman whom 
you call Madame Angoliquo : but it was 
for the Uloflsod purpose of reolaiming 
those sheep which had strayed from 
the fold ** 

<< And so you take one of the sheep/' 
vociferated the Captain, and put her 
into a handsomely furnished villa? 

‘‘Yea, verily— to reclaim her/* re- 
sponded Mr. White Choker, now apoak- 
ing with a degree of assurance that 
sstoiiishod himsolf. ** My visits hither 
have bud tho most godly purpose* It 
has been to reason with her on the past 
•—to preach savoury homilies unto her 
f-to infuse refreshing doctrines into her 

ten ^ 

‘•And, tbcae preoioue homiUns of 
your'« ara eo long,’* rotortod tbo Oap. 
tain, with a forooiouB aneer, “ that you 
have to puee tho (vhoio night with hot 
at tlmoa‘--eh I " 

•‘Prove it—I defy yon to provo Itl” 
ejaculated (Hr. White Ohokofi hie ae« 
Buranoe hoightonlng into effrontery 
through the very doBporation of hie 
poaition ? and he moreover flattered 
hiinaelf that he oould piaoo impliait 
reliance on tho fldeltty of tha Bcrvanta 
belonging, to the villa. 

“No# look you, Mr. Saint, or what, 
tw you are,*’ exclaimed the Oaptain, 

' it la all very well for you to aaaume 
an air of innocence : but you are aafe 
oaught in a trap. I know everything, 
xou wOn t have a leg to atand Upon if 
* court of juaiioe j and 
jiou U have Mr#, WWto Choker and all 


the little Oliokors pointing tboir indig* 
nant fiiigorn at a bad huaband and a 
worth less father.” 

" Wo Hhall 800 ," flaid tho paint gruffly. 
“ You ought to bo ashamed of yourself 
to go on in this manner before your 
virtuoua wife. Speak to her, elr-— she 
will toll you of what holy and bioBBod 
nature our intorenurse hiia boon, so that 
not even have wo gone as far as to 
oxohange the ohaste kiss of peaoo ” 
‘‘Linda,’’ eaid Oaptain Cartwright, 
now Hpeaking in a tone of mournlul 
reproaoh, “you imngino that you have 
had wrongs to complain of at my handa. 
But my fault has boon in loving you all 
too well “ 

“ Oh, do not speak to mo I I oannot 
endure it I’’ orird the weeping Lindai 
*' 1 feel-' oh I I fool that I have wronged 
you much — that I have oxnggorated 
your little ebullitions of temper—*— 

” Confess that .veil have dishonoured 
me!” said tho Captain; “throw your, 
self upon your knees at my feet and 
reveal everything. It will be some 
atonement—. — “ 

‘•Linda ray love— Mrs. Cartwright, I 
mean — dear sister In tho blosaod cause 
I would say," atamraorod out Mr, White 
Oiioker. now affrlKhtod, wretched and 
disoomfllcd once again, “you would 
not betray mo — I mean— I moan, you 
would not say anything against mo- 
or tell mo an untruth—" 

‘ Linda," broke In Captain Oarfc« 
Wright, "I oninmnnd you to spook with 
frankness I On what terms are you 
living with this man f Are you not hie 
mistress 1 " 

“Oh, I must tell tho truth I— this is 
dreadful I ’’ ahrieked forth Linda : “ but 
I must toll the troth 1 ’'—then falling on 
her knees at Captain Cartwright’s feet, 

she sold, »• Yes— It is so 'Alas I that 

X must oonfess iti But deal merolfully 
with Atm— ‘ho has treated mo well 

^ ■ ,lt ' 

“ flSoough," Bald the Oaptain, giving 
a tarrifio twirl to hfs moustache. ’• Aiae, 
Linda, and oompoae yonraelf. You at 
least have made by this oonfoislnn all 
the atanement that was In your power f 
and though heuoeforth everything ie at 
an end between ub—" ■ 

Oaptain Cartwright stoppedi 'abort t 
and turning abruptly roundi seemed to 
be wiping away hia tears with a aoented 
oambrio haudkerohlef. Linda rose 
from her knees; 
throw A iloglo glAfiiiiAw 





• 2»okfir. flhe flank on a ohair apparent] v 

ZS rl!- AafortbeflaS 

Was something ludioroua in the ox- 
“h® w’®-^®6”ne oountonanoo. 

vanomg towarda him, .« what TeJ, nlt.on 

ZJr kavingVn an 

angel from my arms 1" 

fri'end^' very dear 

friend, faltered the saint, ‘ I— I— 

don t think you oould Havre ralserd the 

S hl «7 that flho has 

Dg been absent from your iirma 

nnd T hfVOk, flir— 

and I should have reooived her wore she 

trifling ejaculated the Captain, with a 
fierce flternnesfl - Will yo.i dar; denJ 
any longer that this lady-my wifo-i 

rh~!!l!;F“""' -fspeioulo; 

imnU^eH “SO any violonno.'’ 

Ske7 r.f'r White 

tiaoBer, I— X oonfoss that annoar. i 
anoefl are against moj but-butL/or , 

brought up as savoury vessels. havinK i 
the tear of the Lord before their oyo5 


“Sir,, I myaolf am a Christian’' 
Interrupted Captain Cartwright, -’and 

LTble Tut ““ f-Aouos; be 

^ibio. But you must oonfoss sir 

if T®’!.' ^ ®°“fo 88 ~and-and~ 

~wm °k “ pounds 

"P httlo matter 
pleasant 

. ““““«<> footsteps wore 
hoard ooratng from the laiidinv™ 
an Individ mU. with an air of 
Ja^aaty flelf. 8 hiaoionoy. and very gaihl 

’ “'“^® '*PPsn'‘anoG, tL door 
ha'i^iQg ooutmuod ainr fh« * i" 

tlm.. “m,. Whl.“ib„K', 

iMtIy agluBt; ooovlotlon .mute 

that a witness had overhanp,! 
vthing that had taken place 5 and 

Mr. ^owny closed the door- n„,i 
Beating kimself at the table, dre^‘ forth , 


nuy Of the Jaw might bo wioldocl at fl,n 
aint oret'on of this gentleman 

0 of -A very painful biisinoas, Mr nj,„ 
lore ~a very painful biisinoss.” aaid 
ox- Bowny. -Sorry to bo oomnoL' 
aoo. servo proocas on a pious gentW 
ad. like yourself, B„t it oan’t bo hei 5 1 
).on J^nta Will bo sinners, you kZ^ 

an hal-thoy must take tho oonfloi,uono 
fiOt mo BOO,” oontiiiuod nL T 
r «s ho proooodoli to JiVui 

rhft ? 'P Parohiiiont and then « 

ho ranged a oorresponding slip „f „ ,j 

” hhovviso liiiod „p. 

1 S® "f'K'U'^l-aiid lioro’H ih„ 0 ® 
Dainaguii flvo thousancJ — -oh Otintninr 

ho •• Not a fartliing Joss, sir rn' ! 

or -Very good. Captain.” said Mi 

oSTit: 

.oiteite,, , „ .,.,,11 1 i',;. i; « 

« "'ll! piv.' it lute Mi. Ohokor’. iitel ti 

, »»y‘hli'g about it. Tho trial wi I oZ 

I on in Novomber ^Couri- #kf i' 

) Bloas Ahiu 'll C'omraoii 

mean Downy.” "whobl ^ko — . f 

Miiil'?® '“’‘y ootionivo the awfi 

rj, I luind into whioh Mr Whit 

^d the wholo affair certain t" ob h 

looked 111 pk« A ? oountonanoo. He 

olfiJS^i' of ‘ 

«».. «.te:,k 7 ‘ wS* tS’'";* ‘'i 

kst,.:' a 

o"okf^£VH“™'^- 

and Tve vel ^ ''h» «eiiiog 

Powny, approath ngJhim’wirh^'^"- “1 

of tbe writ betwoea in, fiaue/and 
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ithumb; and ns if aiiddonly rooolleoting 
ho said, *■ By tho byo» thl^ro 
^ill be ono witnoort wo ohall wnut — and 
■perhaps. Mr, Ohohnr, you would Imvo 
% objection to givn mn liin addroaa 

•i; I moan Mr. SmifHoiioHo/’ 

[ -This waa tho crowning otonn of ilio 
^t\TQ fabric of Mr. VVliito Chukcr'M 
misery* Siuiillonoflo of nil poraouH, aa 
ft witncna ogainrtt him I Me wan now 
^esporat^i Olutchin// Mr. Downy liy 
the lappol of Ida coat, lie dragged him 
aside^— haatjiy whiH[)oring with norvoun 
ftgitntion, '‘.For hcaviura mkis got tliiB 
setded i Pray eavc rnc from expemure — 
Joould not mn vivc it. It would my 
death I Only omicolvo, a man in my 

e iion to be dragged before a tribunal I 
to tho Oa|iliaiu — offer him a hiuu — 

implore him to lie reaKonalde ’ 

♦^Lcok you hero, Mr (Jhohnr/^ Hai<i 
Mr. Downyi drawing the Huinb into a 
ffindow*rcot)Ha : ** I am not a harah mitn — 
and our firm ia above prcHHing on a cane 
for mere paltry coatc. You will do well to 
Bottloit^for it IH a fcorrilde black alTair 
—boats ‘lliggiuH vcmiH VViggina* all to 
BinaBbeB, and ‘ Bigg inn vemuft iSnigginn* 
all to Bhivora Ooino» ymrre pretty 
ffarm—ha I ha I lia l-^warm in two 
ffayfl,'* obunklud Mr, Downy, who 
ioemod of a jocular dinpoHitlou ; ^'wiirm 
[n love and warm in purais Now then, 
ipbftt ehall wo eay ? Tlireo thouaiind f 
Throe Thmmaml ? '' groaned Mr. 
White Choker with a oouotenance 
iinoommonly blank* I Fa a very large 

sum ** 

"Yea; hut tho injury iniliniod ia 
rory largo rcflpondcd Mr Downy. 

i^Tako my advice it’^ only nix and 

Witpouco you know;*'— and here the 
IftOOtiouH gontloman oimckled agiin. 
'Doub haggle at a few poumlH, To 
)6ttlo it for throe thoueandi and a fifty 
pound note for my coatai will ho dirt 
iheap. In faot, hetweon you nnd mo 
md the po»b*** added Mr* Downy, In 
i myatonouaiy confidential whluper, 

' the Captain wilt be a ouraod fool if 
le Betties it at all. got a oapital 

lase-^a capital oase* Why. elr, lb bcat« 
look-flghting-*’ 

.Mr. Downy ovidontly thowRht tliafc 
nw last ar^uraonji wob a arntiMhor, and 
Ohokor vrns fcuo mUor. 
^biy bewildered to diaoern any Jn^ 
In tho rnotnphor. llo pUmd« 

Id h»rd for Mr. Downy to reduce the 
wmiaDd to « otiuplo of fcliouBond i but 
witgw gentlomott WM obatinete. At 
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lonffth ho flnid, *' Woll, I muat soo whet 
I oun do. I have a preut rospoot for 
a pioim man like yoiuBolf; and 1 
ohoiildii’t liko to noo you drivoii out of 
Booioty, and poor Mm. White Choker 
drowniriK hornolf in the Serpentine 
lenviniT all the little Chokerfi to misery 
mid wrotehedneee. No, no~tliat isn’t 

ti e way huejncHH ip done by honeBt 

Iko Hlind Mr Downy I monn, of 

tho oininent firm of Catohfiat, Sharply, 
lliitnrijj and Co.’' 

With thoBo words the peeudodawyer 
— whom our rondora have had no diffi. 
eulty in nuu'pnieirig bb an old ao. 
(I'liiintanoo aoooated Captoin Cert- 
wriKht, and drew him naide. Mr. 
White Choker kept groaning inwardly, 
UH he watched them with most anxious 
BUflpoiiBo. For floveral minnteB Mr 
Downy appeared to be pleading very 
eiK'rgetioally on tho naint’s hebalf, no 
fur UR oould he judged from Iiib geath 
oulaLiotm: while tl>o Captain fleemed 
(o ho Ustonii'g with a atom and dogged 
roHohiteiuBH. At length thiH gallant 
gonMomaii, an if growing impatient, 
exolai'iied vehoinontly, < No, not one 
farthing luflel Servo tho writ, Mr 
Downy,” ’ 

"Noinol" dried the wretched saint 
imploringly : '• lob up eottlo it at one© 
“~atiyhow I ” 

” It'a tlio heat thing yen oan do, my 
dear Sir,” limitily whiapored Mr. 
Downy, a« ho again aoooBtod tho nn- 
fortunato Mr. White Choker. '’Sit 
down and draw tho ohoque— throe 
thoiiNand and (Ifiy gninOBM,” 

“I’lmiiils, ’ Hikid the miflerablo viotim, 

' (}umett$ I ” rejoinofi Mr. Downy ern. 
phali..ally, " I’ho Captain will only 
treat with gulncftB ua a baaie: that Is his 
iiltiroulum.’' 

Ml. White Choker guvo another deep 
groan, it being about tho alx hundredth 
that had oomo up from his oavorndlke 
throat oil the memorable day; but 
resigning himeelf to his fato, ho sate 
down and drot^ up the cheque aooordlng 
to djotation, 

" And now,” said Mr. Downy, ''we* 
will pitch these things into the grato;” 
—and he tore up the writs, both 
original anti copy into InfiniteBimal 
pieoos, for fear lest they shouW bo 
oollooted In order to form the ground, 
work of a persooution for oonspiraoy 
to extort money under false pretenoes. 
Having w.lttob the oheque, Mr. 
White Choker's mind beoame relieved 
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of a ooQsiderable load : and he looked 
towards the chair whiob Linda bad 
ooQupied a few moments baok. But 
she was gone : she had flitted from the 
room. 

** And now good morning to you, 
Sir,” said Onpt'un Cartwright- “For 
your own sake you will keep this busi- 
ness aa secret as poosible.’’ 

'* Good bye, old fellow,” eaid Mr, 
Downy, with a singular leer upon his 
countonanoe- “You bohaTod unuotn- 
mon well after all; and you’ll bless tho 
moment you listened to the adrioe of 
honest Ike Shadbolt-” 

The Captain and his aeolyte passed 
out of the roomt closing the door 
behind them. For a few instants Mr. 
White Choker sate bewildered. A aus- 
pioloQ bad flashed to his mind; its 
growth was marvellously rapid : it 
amounted to a oertaintv — ho saw that 
he was done. Ho started up to his 
feet: he stood for an instant— and 
then he rushed to tho door- Just us 
he opened it, he heard a sort of titter 
or giggle in a female vo'oo of his 
Linda I She was dosoonding the 
stairs with tho two men. Mr. Chokor 
was on the very point of shouting out 
“Stop, thieves” when it struok him 
that he would bo thereby provoking 
the' very soandal and exposure whioh 
he had paid so heavily to avoid, Ho 
dashsd his baud against hie forehead, 
and gave vent to a ourso bitter enough 
to eleotrlfy ten thousand Exeter Hall 
audienoes if thbre had been so many 
and if. they had happened to hear it. 
He rushed to the window ; and b I ho 
beheld Captain Cartwright gallantly 
haadting Lbda into a oab,— both of 
them evidently in the highest possible 
Bpirlts. As for Mr. Downy— or honest 
Ike Shadbolt, as he hod proolaimod 
himaelf to be— he was alrabib oonruls* 
ed with langhter'; and looking up to- 
wards the window, he waved his band 
With the most impudent familiarity at 
Mr. White Ohdker. The oab drove oft 
at, a rattling pace ; and we need hardly 
inform the reader that He first destb 
nation was the establishment of the 
faiat's bankere in order to get the 
obeque oae^ed. 

Mr. Choker, on beholding the vehiote 
thus disa|}pear, ruehed up stairs to 
Linda's ohamber I and a glanoe at its 
oobdition showed him* that ebe had 
bItHbd pflwll the jewali And ralaablti 


which he had presented to her, | 
similar roeenreh in fhs dining-rooi 
made the saint pninfully aware that 
faondoomo sorvioe of plate ho hud boo|;|| 
for her use bad likowiso disapoearcd, H 
throw himself on a sofa— buried hi 
hod in the oushlons — moaned ngi 
groaned-— swore and Biiivellod— whinei 
and whimpered — snd wished blrnjsl 
at rlio hottest plauo ho o'uld think o 
and in the sooioty of a porsonngo whoii 
nnine must not ho monlloned t 
polite oars. 

But the onp of Ids humiliations aD( 
mlsorios, though full onoiiuh, honvti 
knows 1 was yet to bo made to ovorfloff, 
Tho servants, oonslsling of a footmnj 
and throe females had got somothlw 
more than an inkling of what bad 
passed : for they bad been oarofulij 
listening on tho stairs, Aocordlngly, 
those amiable bi'ings, on whoso triut. 
worthiness the salot had fl ifctored him. 
8( If ho notild so implloitly roly, snddonlj 
made their appoaranoo in a posse, and 
requested to know his intentions. With 
affrighted looks ho Intimated hispurpou 
to pay them their wages at onoo and 
deolino their farther sorvioes. The 
footman, as spokesman, made sundre 
and divers demands for ooniponsation 
in lieu of proper notice; and ho prifcty 
plainly intimated that aomotliing In the 
shape of hush-money must likewise be 
forthooralng. To all those demands Mr, 
Chokor found himself oompellod to 
submit; snd itonst him a pretty penny 
to purohase the sllenoo of those In- 
dividuala. Tho villa was given up that 
very day; and Mr. White Ohokoe 
returned Into tho bosom of his family 
a wiser if not a better man. But the 
nest time ho attended tho oommittee 
of the Foreign Oannihal-Roolalmlngi 
Negro-ChrlstianlsIng, and Haked-Savagsi 
Clothing Sooioty. he fora long time 
eabo on thorns for fear lest the affair 
should have got wind As Snufflmose 
was however silent, Mr. Choker gathered 
Courage; but for many a long day after* 
Wards he groaned as he walked about— 
and ^ at night ble esoollont bettor hell 
lanoiod that the must be troubled with 
Indigestion booauae of the restlessneH 
of ble dreama. 
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OHAPTlflR XOIX, 

rail oitATJOAir. 

Tina fioeno now ohrtngo« fco tho Honih 
of Franco, 

in <ibo neighbourhood of ono of thoiio 
beautiful villagon whioh ornamonfc the 
^alleya on tho oiitHldrtfl of tho PyronooH, 
fltood a largo, old-faflhioiiod, rambling, 
dark brick odilico known ao thoOhiitomi, 
It had ongiimlly bolongod to a iioblo 
and ancient family which had oniigratod 
during tho troubloo of the firot revolu- 
tion ; and that family had bucoino ox- 
tinot in a foreign oliino* Tho Chateau 
waB onoo tho centre of a opaeioua and 
fair domain : but thi« had booomo 
paroollod out into mnnli farnia and 
allotmonta— no that at tho time of 
whioh we are writing — namely, a few 
yoai'fl baok^the lando which had once 
oonatitiited the domain of a eingie 
individual wore in tho \)ommmUm of at 
loaat a noore of dilToront propriotorB, 

Tho Chateau itnolf liad long been 
shut up ; and with only tho garden 
remaining attached to it, it had hooome 
the property of a lawyer in tho adjacent 
village. Having boon noglootod for a 
greater numbor of yoaro, tho building 
had fliuitainod coiiHidorablo injury ; and 
tho lawyer, finding it dinioiilt to obtain 
a wealthy tenant, had felt by no moane 
Inolinod to lay out money in repairing 
a place whioli aoemod dontinod to remain 
empty. It wan only fitted from lie 
dimonfliouB for tho oocuj)atiou of a 
wealthy family having a largo OBtabliah- 
ment of florvanta ; but no family of such 
meane wae likely to take a manflion that 
had such a Hmall patch of land attaohod, 
and this Burrounded by tho allotmouts 
of poor porpriotonn Boeidoe, it would 
have required thouBanda of poimda to 
furniflh tho Chateau mutably ; and oa 
no rich family would think of burying 
thomBOlves entirely in that sooluoion, 
but would aaauredly paaa at leaat a 
moioty of tho year in tho gay capital, 
it was equally improbablo that any one 
would iuour cuoh an enormous exponao 
to lurulBh the Chateau as a more 
temporary rosidenoo for a few months 
at a time, It muat likewise bo olujerved 
that fluporetifcion had lent Its aid to 
Ohatoau all the more 
dimoult to let ; and thusi as we have 
aald, for many long years It had 
remained empty. 


mumim 

At length, yonio live ycara provioun 
to tho date wliioh our niory haii roach- 
Gd, an elderly Froneli gentleman, 
acoompanmd by hie daughter, and 
attended only by one female domofltio 
arrived in tho neighbouring village*-' 
whore tlioy took lodgingn for a few 
woelun Wo will prooently dettoribo 
them more particularly. Suflioo it for 
tho prcHorit to Hay that M. Fnlnoy™ 
for thifj wiui tho gontleman^j name.- 
hogan to nmho iuquirif'H about the 
(yhateau; and after oorno little negoti- 
ation wibli tho lawyer, lie took it. Every- 
body in tho village wao Hurpriaofl ; for 
thoro were eorvorul flmall and pictiiroHQuo 
hoiiHOH to lot in tho mdglibourhood, any 
»no of whioh would have l)oon largo 
onoiigh for tho noaotnniodation of ho 
tmmll a family ua tho Voluoya. But on 
other hatid, tho Ohatoau was to ho lot 
lit 11 rontal Iohh than ovon that of oithor 
ono on tho houHoa juat alluded to ; and 
It wao thoroforo oonjooturod that thin 
might he a ooiiHidoratiou with a man 
wliooo moana wore ovidontly oxoood- 
ingly limited. luduod, tho rent onkod 
of him for tho (Jhatoau waa to ho littio 
more than ti luoro nominal nuin for tho 
firat term of novon yoara. Suporatition, 
fiu wo have already oaid, had given tho 
Ohatoau a bad name ; and tho lawyer 
to lyhom it bolougod, naturally anxioua 
to improvo hio property by arneuding 
ito roputo, onloulatnd that if roopnotahlo 
]ioo]ilo lived in it for a period, ita fonnor 
oluiraotor an a hauutod houao would ho 
forgotten. And then, too, M. Volnoy 
uiuiortook to make oortain ropaira, aa 
well at] to reotoro tho garden ; and thus 
under nil theae oiroumBtanooB, fclm 
lawyer wao well enough oontontod with 
a ooraparativoly nominal rontal. 

On tho other hand, tho Chateau 
Booinod to suit M. Volnoy's ditiposltiou 
and frame of mind— and aooording to 
oonjoaturo, hia pooimiary moans like- 
wiBo. rXo was ft mun bordering upon 
sixty at tho time when wo purpose to 
introduoa him to our roador. Some- 
what above tho middle hoight, ho was 
thin ; nnd though still in posBOssion of 
full notivlty of limb, yet his paoo was 
iuvoriftbly slow, as if measured aooord- 
ing to the solemn gloom of hia thoughts. 

Hia oountonanoo was pale with the 
evidenees of some deeply soatod sorrow 
indelibly stamped upon it. Hia gaze 
waa oold and searohing : no ono at the 
first glance or at tho first meeting with 
M, Volney, would booome propossesBed. 
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iu hio favour. Hui maniiora woro cold 
an hia looka: there wao eoinething in 
them which repelled an advanoc towards 
friendship, and floemod to render an inti- 
macy impoHuiblo. Oo spoke but little— 
never unnooeeflftrily — and as much au 
posaiblo in mere monoayllfthloe. Yot 
despite that glaoial gaze— that frocKing 
manner— that unduigiiiaoddiHliko fur con- 
vereation, there wan an iimnietukablo 
ajr of good breeding about M. Voluey— 
that glosa of the courtly drawing-room 
which when once it invcBte the 
individual, can seldom be ahaken olV, 
any more than a talented poroon can by 
ordinary oiroiiruHtanooa bo rendered 
stupid or a woll- educated one oan 
become ignorant^ 

M- Volney was in the habit of taking 
long fiolitary walks ; and yet it could 
fioaroely be for the cake of the beautiful 
surrounding Hocnory, inasimioh ae the 
eeneo of that or of any other onjoyniont 
appeared to bo dead within him. When 
ho wao encountered by any one of the 
rural inhabitantn in thoao vvalkc, he was 
invariably proceeding at the slow 
moaeured pace wc have already alluded 
to— his eyoo wore bent down— and hia 
whole demeanour indicated a deep pro- 
occupation of the thoughts If out of 
reepoct the rustics ealutud him as they 
passed, ho would just acknowledge the 
oomplimoiit with a cold oourtoey, in 
which however nothing of pride aoemod 
blended : but ho never stopped to ox- 
ohangc ft Byllablo of conversation. 
When indoors, ho waa principally 
dooupied in a little room which ho had 
fitted up as a study or library, and the 
BholvoB of which contained a fow books 
— but those of a sterling doeoriptloin 
They consisted ohiofiy of sciontiflo works, 
voyages^ and travels, with a Bmnll 
sprinkling of the best Ifrenoh poets. 
There, in that study, M. Volney would 
pass hours together: though whether 
he were always reading, or whether ho 
were much of that time communing 
with his own painful thoughts, waa 
soaroely known even to his own 
daughter. 

This lady was, at the period when 
we propose to introduce her to our 
reaciors, about two and twenty years of 
age. She was not above the middle 
stature— somewhat full in figure, but 
of good symmetry. She waa neither 
handsome nor beautiful: but at the 
lame time she might be pronounced 
good looking. A profusion of dark 


brown hair— hrov/c conunvhat clrougL 
pencil led— large hny»ol cyoi — iipa 
wore full and poutiiu', but nf>t 
—together with a cplmidid mUMjf fc^Gti 
— thoao may bo rapi<lly nii ruined up 
her loading jK^monnl nh;irrM)| erintios, 

Her none was not perfooi.ly utMU'dit; \\ 
had a filiglit, but very nlijddJy dewinvnrd 
inficxioii, though lud. to the (ixlunt tliai 
warranted the a}>pliefi I iou ul tli5 

French term reJn)f(mu\ ll -?; euunteii^ 
anco was the huuit loo nmol] 

rounded to bo <ioiieoniM)t vdih piufect 
beauty; and there wan oven nuinetlunj 
Honuiioue in the oonfufiu n i iori of tho 
ohin as woll au in tho fonm tioti of tb 
mouthy Yet niK/h wan not ihe iniprea. 
aion that would remain npon ilto miid 
of an observer in renpoe.t lo hor 

oharaotor ; inaiunnuh ue her oyes 
beamed only witii inn(,(iL'noo^w,t0j. 
manners were mudt'nt and rrtirin/^- 
and hor hearing wan repiol.e with a 
becoming lady- like dignity, iSunii was 
Olarino Volney, at the age uf twenty, 
two. 

Tho female a(U'vant vvhn 
accompanied the father and duughtor 
to that ncighbouriiood. wan a inidilk 
aged woman, of roiipiMVliiljlo aad 
matronly appoaranee, Slu) h/id ovi- 
dontly been long in tho family ; for 

flho regarded Olarino with tluit degree 
of alTootion widoh i‘i ahown by (jii tidal 
doinoatiec who have kinnvn youiij 
poopio from their birlh, anrj iii’ thoir 
childhood have niiraoii thorn upon 
thoir kiieeij. In tlin pruHonee of AI, 

Volney, Marguerite — wliioh wuh tho 
female tiervant^a name -wmi (uuefui to 
addrcBB tho young lady an AI adfunoUethi 
but when they were alone together, aha 
allowed heracif tho liberty of oalliiig 
her Olarhie., And (Jlarine heraelf dia. 
played muoh attach lutiit towarcla 
Marguerite, and never iaanod (jrdera m 
If eousoious of opeaking to an infeiior, 
Wo ahould ohaorvo tliut iinmediafccdy 
after taking the Chateau, M. Vulnoy 
hired a Booond fcrnalu.aorvaut, and also 
a gardener ; bo that bia domeatio 
establishment oonBistod of throe per. 
sons. 

A auifloiont number of rooina in tho 
central part of tho building had boon 
fitted up for tho ueo of the iamtiy. At 
tho nearest town M. Volney hwi pub 
chased auoh furniture as he roquirod; 
and though there was nothing elegant 
nor luxurious in the appointment ol 
the rooms thus rendered ha hi table, they 
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wore uavortholoas roploto with ovoiry 
ooraforfc. Tlie Volaoyo roooived no 
flooioty and oourtod none: fchua the fow 
gontool fiitniliofl who rosidod in tho 
noiiihboui'liood, had abstninod from 
oalling upon tliom, innamuoh as they 
affordod no indioatiuns that Biioh visits 
would ho aooopfcaldo. Wo should how- 
ever make no oxooption iti favour of tho 
villogo prioflt--a man well striokon in 
yearfli notod for liis bonovolonoo of 
diapoaition mid tho purity of his life; 
and this wnrtliy minisler of tho Qospol 
was tho only visitor from amidst tho 
inhabitants of tho noighbourhood. Tho 
reader may murvol what tho old 
Ohatoaii in tho south of irraiioo and 
tho Voliioy family oan have to do with 
tho progress of our talo: wo may 
thoroforo at onoo prooood to stale that 
if any intorosb bo folt in tho amiablo 
and beautiful Zoo, tho wife of Lord 
Ootaviiin Meroditli, sho must now bo 
sought within tbo walla of that Ohateau. 

Somo explanations are roquisito to 
show how this oaino ai>outi Wo have 
already said that tho Volnoy family 
had iuhabitod tho Oliotoau— .or rathor 
a portion of it, for about five years 
previous to the timo whou we now 
introduoo thorn upon tho stago of our 
narrativo. To say that M. Volnoy was 
an aiJootionato father, would bo to 
imply that towards his daughtor ho 
unbent in a way of whioh his frigid 
demeanour soomod porfootly inoapa- 
hie. Nor did ho. Ho was kind in his 
mannor—and nothing tnoro. Every 
morning, wlion ontoring tho breakfast- 
parlour, Olarifio imprinted a kiss on 
her fathsr's ohook-— tho same at ovo- 
ningoro rotiring to her ohambor j but 
ho merely reoolvod those filial saluta- 
tions— ho gave thorn not baok in the 
form of paternal oaroesos. He never 
displayod any fondness towards her— 
muoh less lavished ondearmonts ; bu6 
on tho other liaad his domeanour was 
always of a uniform kiodness-^Dover 
oaprlotoua, and never flndiug unaeoes- 
sary fault. Olarino was so aooustomed 
to this demeanour on her father's part 
that sho did not miss a foundnosa she 
had never experionood. and she had 
not to deplore tho loss of a more tender 
love— for she had never known it, 
pr mother had died In her Infancy s 
her father was always towards her 
what wo now describe him; and never 
foraalngle Instant had It oeonrred to 
vwwe.||ha.t there wm «nght deflolent 


of a parent’s true tenderness and nffoo- 
tion on his part. 

Five years had Olarino passed in the 
ooraparatlve solitudo of that Ohateau 
wiihout a single lady-aoquaintanoo, 
and wilh only tho ooeasional visits of 
tho priest to break in upon tho mono - 
tony of this mode of life. During aU 
that while it novor seemed to have 
iitruok her father that ho was keeping 
hor out of that sooiety whioh one of 
her years might naturally bo supposed 
to orayo But all of a sudden ho one 
day askod her whether she felt her 
mode of oxistonoo ionolyf She replied 
in tho nogativo: and she spoke tho 
truth— -Bho had grown aooustomed to it 
Ho nevortholoBs hinted at his intention 
to procure her some suitable female 
oompanionship : and ho ovon wont so 
far as to express a regret that he had 
not done so before. This was saying a 
groat deal for M. Volnoy~and Olarino 
BO little nooustomod to such expressions 
from her father’s lips, regarded the 
observation as one Indioatlve of tho 
utmost love and kindness. 


8ovoral weeks wont by after that 
little conversation, tho subjoot of whioh 
appoarod to havo totally oaoaped M 
Volnoy's niomory. Ho took his solitary 
walks ns usual— shut hlmsotf up In his 
study as muoh ee heretofore— and loft 
his daughter os completely to her own 
rosonrooB as over. But during this 
interval Olarino herself seemed like- 
wise to have censed to think of her 
father’s transient promise : for instead 
of her spirits suffering from a prolong- 
ed monotony of the life sho was lead 
ing, they grow gayer and more oheer* 
ful than they wore before. Thus, when 
ono day, at tho expiration of six weeks 
or a oouplo of months, her fathar told 
her with his nooustomod abruptness 
that she would now at length have 
female oompanionship, she looked as 
iftakonby surprise, and even as if the 
annouoement afforded her not the 
slightest pleasure* But she was abons- 
tomed to pay ImpHoit obedience to her 
sire’s wiahes ; and she therefore offered, 
not a syllable of pbjeotion ; while he 
on bis part, did not seem to notice that 
the oommnnioatiou was received with 
less satisfaction than it might have 
been. 

The announcement itself was made. 
•• the result^ o( some Uttle ooAT«riatiop 
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turn 


wiiioh had fcakori plaoo botv/eon M. 
Voliioy and fcho villagf 5 prioaL It ap- 
poavcd 6 liat a young and hoaiitiful 
Englifih lady of .lank, iittandod by fcwo 
foinalo doTuonUofl, had andvod ai iho 
villag0» on lior way io ftook homio oiihoii’ 
part of tho }?yronooH aa a temporary 
roBidonco. Being an invalid, tdio wan 
detained by indiapoaition for eomo 
days in tho villago; oho took a liking 
to tiio Biirrounding aoonnry; and oho 
roaolvod to inako a halt in that neigh- 
bourhood, During a vioit to the pio- 
turoaqiie lifcfclo ohuroh, oho had forinod 
tho aoquaintnnoo of the prioofc; and in 
tho oontBO of oonveroation nho had 
oafpreRood a dooire to be roooivod into 
aotno genteel but very q\uot and 
flooluded French family, Tho prieot 
wao already awaro of M. Volnoy'o do- 
nire to vary tho monotony of ldn 
daughtor’o life ; and ho mentioned to 
him Lady Ootavian Moroditiro wjnh* 
The roBulii v/aa that Zoo* attondod by 
her two domoetioo^ took up her uhode 
with M. and MadomoiHollo Volney at 
the old Chatoau. 

Zoo had been given to underritand 
that M. Volnoy, having oxporieiiood 
many griefe and oaroa during hin life 
wafl unfitted for fjooioty, ami who of 
miHQiithropio habit : hut tho worthy 
prieot had told lior on the other hand 
that oho would liud in Olarino Volnoy 
a gay and amiable oornpaniom And 
fluoh proved to bo tho oaHO. While M, 
Volnoy oontinuod hio Holitary walke, 
or remained idmt up in hia efcudy, Zoo, 
and Olarino wore ulmoat oonatantly 
together. They Boon formed a frioud- 
ahip which ripened into an alTcotion 
for each other; and Lady Ootavian 
Meredith appeared not to notioo the 
gloom and Bombro aepoot of tho old 
Chateau, go well was eho ploaood with 
tho friend whom aho had found there. 

Lady Ootavian Avaa in ill-health ; and 
fchifl appeared in Olarino’s oflfcimafcion 
to affeot her spirita fiomowhat— but in 
reapoot to her beauty, to render It all 
the more touchingly intereotlng* Zoo*0 
oountonanoe wore a flainted expresolon 
of true Ohriatian resignation to what- 
soever might bo her fate : and for soma 
time Olarino thought that it wao an 
early death to which Zoo thus resigned 
herself. But as they grew more inti- 
mate, Lady Ootavian unbosomed hor- 
oelf oompletely to her new friend: 
and then Olarlne oomprehendod' that 
it.Wfto Qoli to a oenso of phyaioal evils 


only to v/Jdoh Zoo wau thua meek)' 
bowing, but that it wafi like wise to thi 
norrow that wao oonunmiug hor heart. 

It will be neoowBary to aiVord tlii 
reader come idea of tho internR 
arrangements of tho Chateau, % 
have already said that it wm Ji 
straggling edifioo ; hut all itu parts wori 
oonnooted in aoino way or another 
There was tho main huilding^ there 
wore wingH, cornmunicaitul with bj 
moans of oorridors : hoyoud thoHo there 
wore other buildings, wldoh wore 
reached by open pasHugon, or rathoi 
oolonnadofi. It was a mamiion oapa- 
oioiiH enough for tho aocjommodation 
of a largo family, with forty or fifty 
Borvanto. Tho roader may thouoo judge 
how tho few inmatoa it now ooataiuod 
would have boon lost a« it wore ii 
seattorod about the odifioo : but to 
prevent thin extreme lonolinoHn, all 
the rooms that were oooupied wore as 
imioh in assomhlago lui posHihlo, Tho 
main body of the building had throe 
storeys in ad<lition to the ground-floor, 
Tho dining and break faut-tooimi, as woll 
us M, Volney's study, wher(3 on the 
ground -floor— tho drawing-room and all 
the principal bed-rooms on the (Irut-lloor 
' tho Dorvant^i ohambors on the uoooiid« 
floor; and tho third or higfioufc wan 
totally unoooupiod, TaHsages ran fclit 
entire length of tho main building, on 
each of theoe floors, : the) principal 
titairoase— the only one used by ihb 
present irimatea— w/is ir) the middle 
of tho building ; l>ut at each ond there 
wore smaller Btairoasos, at tlu) l}()ttom 
of which wore doors coinmunioating 
with tho oorrldore that led into tho 
wings. The hod* chamber oooupiod 
by Olarino Volnoy and lady Ootavian 
Meredith, were, as already stated, on 
the first or drawing-room floor ; and 
their windows looked on tho garden at 
the back of tho houBO* Tiioso oharahorfl 
did not join each other ; they woro 
separated by an oratory, or small ohapol, 
tho appointments of which had beoomo 
much dilapidated through neglect, 
There was an organ in this oratory ; and 
OJarino one day informed Zoo that she 
had endeavoured to play it, but it wan 
oomplotoly out of order. There wae 
however a good piano aa well ns a harp 
in the drawing-room : for when M. 
Volney purobasod Ida furnituro, he had 
not forgotten that Olarino had an ex* 
quisite taste for musio;-— and now^ 
ai Zoe wae likewise gifted In thai 
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and which rendered her iiorvoun and 
uncaB3^ Wliat could it mean ? Zoo wan 
otroiigniiiidod and litMo prone to 
nuporatitioufl terror : but noxv for the 
fii'iit tirni) iiiiico oho bocainc an inmatn 
of tbo Cbajfcoau, did oho foo! au if iui 
lonolinoH‘1 and gloom ofcniolc cold to her 
h<i/irt. ISanaying all aho could to oontpitn' 
the fooling, nlio bantciicd ho auck lior 
oouoh ; but it wan aotnotirno before 
Bleep viBited her eyoa. 

When Honor, her prinoipal maid, 
entered the room in tbo morning, Zoo 
wao about to toll her what nlio had laion 
—or tboiight aho bad noun on tbo pro- 
vimia evening: but auddonly foolin,g 
aahamed of horsolf, alio hold her poaoo- 
The topio howovor waa brought about 
in another way : for an tbo maid wan 
ooinbiiKi out tbo long light beaiitihil 
hair of her miatroBa, hIio Haul, " Dooc 
your ladyabip know that thin old man- 
Bion liaa a very otrango roputol! " 

“Indeed? naid Zoo: and It waa 
almost with a start that oho had hoard 
her abiguil’ti question. 


alio bad gone to bod early tbrongk i 
di--ipoa(tie: and so tbo gardmior n 

talkative.'' ’’ 


iny lady,“oontimiod Honor 


" Yes, 

* and I and Xtaohol“^.-tfiun ullitding to 
Zoo'll other female oorvivnt — “have boon 
kept axvake nearly the whole night, 
thinking of wliat wo hoard for tbo 
first time before wo went to bod.” 

“Many very old buildings.’’ aaid 
Zee, ■' bayo atrango silly logenils eon- 
iiootod with them ; anil it is very fooliali 
of you maids to terrify yotirsolvos in 
tins maniior.’’ 

“ I am not frightennod now, my lady, 
that it is broad daylight,” answorod 

the maul: “but at night time, when all 
18 dark and silent, or else when only 
the moon is shining, it is a very dilfor- 
eiit thing. It wao the gardener who 
was to ling UB last evening he s-.oaka 

little Itiigliab, for ho was witli 
an Biiglish family for two years at 
liyons Home while ago. 

' And what did this narrator of 
marvots toll you?” inquired Lady Oo- 
tavian Mororlith. kindly endeavouring 
by an assumed gaiety of manner to 
dispel whafaoovor remnant of siinor. 
stitious fear might bo lingering in the 
mind of her maid. ® 

Honor. It was never before last 
svenin^g that he touohod upon the oub- 
lent; because I think he dares not in 

»W_ (lamo Msrguerite’B pjeaonoo; but 


“ Aik) what wail it tbal; bo saiiij 
ijiqiiiroil Zoo, ulinoMni^ u U)\\q 
indiiroroiiiio, tbougli alio in roaiitys 
jiorionoi'd a dogri'o of interoiit in tl 
ospoetiid niinal.ivo, fm- wbiub she fo 
alnioiit aaliaiiKMl of In.iraelf. 

“ It iKjomii, my lady,” reanmod tl 
inaiii, “ that when tbo (imt Hovolntio 
liroke out, tbo iinblo family to wliio 
the (Ibateiui ludongoi], (bid to Jibiglaiia 
ami for n (,nv yenra tbo Imihiin 
remained ,,|i„(i np. At length t!i 

On/it{ 5 au and wfiro |>y 

lloimblioan anvornmont to a genttomQ 
nauKul Ijonojr, and wIh> liad roiuloro 
Honio uii.nal tm'vwm liy phujiiu, u 
iiandf) of tho /lul.horilioii ooidiuiii oorro 
"poiidonno that fell i„ bio way, am 
wbiob proved tbo oxiateiioe nf a gros 
1 'o.yulist oorai,,iraoy. ftl. L„m,ir wsi 
qoito .voniif/--i,ot abflvo tbioe or fn,,, 

mid twenty; bo waa a etiiimob Ro 
pnolioaii ; and, iia 1 bavo uaid, Jui wm 
rewanlod for lijii noivioon by bavini 
tbm Gbateau am) tbo domain fnon he' 

iniigiiig to it, oonoeiled to him. IR 
oamo to liiko poiaioiuiion, (uiomniianiod 
by mi iiiioio with wliom bn bad alwnvi 
livod- -for bo bad t.eini loft an oridiiB 
ftl an early ami. Tim imole, yoiit 
ladviibip midmidiimlfi, v/nn tbendoro 

yomig iVl, i.eaoir'fi Imir „f u, 

dying ohitdleiis. AlnMita year piiNno(l| 
and mm .lay tim inmate,, of (,1,,, Cbatosii 
wero thrown into a atato of alarm by 
the report tbiit tlm yoimg gmillotnan 
bad I, mm fo„m| ,,j„ 

1 Ins waa found to lie only too trim ; ho 
lay alrotolied ii|mii tbo mmeb with li|g 

H rT’ 

that Im bad died in a (it. Hut for somo 
roiuion or mmilmr wbieb tbo gardonor 
does not rooolimit, siis|)ioiim of foul 
play attiiobed itself to the umde. tIjj 
oorpuo of the doomisod Lenoir wag 
opoaod ; and it was luioortairiod that 
III) had boon poisoned. TJio unolo wag 
nrroutod -triod—aiid oomloinnod. Hoforo 
Ills oxooutinii ho oonfossod tbo orimu: 
(iiu explained that Im bad mi.'cod the 
poison ill a, night-draught wbiob hie 
nephew wao in tlm habit of taking foro 
fovorish thirst wbiob opprossorl him. 
i'rom that period no tenant ever oould 
bo found for tlm Ohafeau until aboul; 
five yoarii ago. wlma M. Voliioy took 

point 

oi the story. H is said that the BpirH 
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young Jjonoir hao boon aoon in 
different ports of tho biiiWing ; and 
that somotimoa an unoorthly Honnd, 
like a continuoun wailing monti, haa 
been hoord. At firafc ttioro waa an old 
bouple left in ohargo of tlio Chatoan : 
but they Boori roaignod their post -for 
they were nearly fiiglitoned to (loath. 
Othera Buooond(3d thorn ; they now tho 
BOtne epoetaolo, niK.l hoard tho aunio 
noiflo* They tlxtiofoio loft alno, nnbil 
at l«8t no ono oonld bo indiiood to 
take oiuirgo of iho prc'iuiiwa. Ah I I 
forgot to Bay that it ia ohiediy in thia 
yory pasRugo young Lenoir liaii boon 
been; for it waa in n room a little 
farther on, juat boyoiid Murh'inoifiollo 
Volney’s tliafc ho was {xdooued by hie 
unole." 

Zoo njado no ooininont : aho was oor- 
tninly ao far atrueic by the tulo that 
ehe wiebod oithor sho luul not hoaid it, 
or olao that aho had not aeon, or fanuiotl 
she hud seen that wbioii alanuod her on 
the provioua evening. 

“The gardener aayH, my lady, that 
(ill who ever aaw tho spirit, agree in tho 
(jesoription of it. Thu young gontloiaan 
appears as ho waa wlion in life— tali 
and Blender — porfootly upright — d^'Hoed 
as ho was when ditioovorod on tliu 
bed, with all hia ulothea on, luit 
without hoota or alippoars; and hia 
oountenanoo is ghuBtly palo. H<i dn(;o 

not seem to walk oxuotly Imt to glide 

slowly along with iiolHideHs foot. Or 
olao he has boon jnat ahout to enlor tho 
room whoro ho mot hie (b<ath ; and then 
ho turna thn,t ghaatly palo oountunanuo 
of bia aldwly round upon whomHoovor 
ie pasaitig along Iho panaago at tho 
time.” 

!‘I hope that noithor you nor Haohol" 
Boid Zoo, “will give way to theao 
ohildiah Buperatitioua — but oven as 
she thuB apoko, aho ahuddor(;d in- 
voluntarily : for ther(} wan aoinothing 
id the proaont legend whioh oorre- 
eponded Bingularly if not fearfully 
enough with the oiroumBtanoe of tho 
noiaeteBsly gilding form whiuh khe had 
Been, or faooiod that aho hud seen, on 
the preoBdlng evening. 

When at the break faet-tablo. Lady 
Ootavian Mor6(lith exerted herself to 
assume as mueh gaiety as. posaibly, and 
to' appear easy in her mind: for oho 
would not willingly have laid herself 
open to be questioned on a point where 
her^ anewer would have to bo oonneoted 
with a saspertitlons terror. M. Volaey 
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hurried over hia breakfast as usual — 
then iasuod forth to take ono of ilia 
long, mournful, solitary walkn, — leaving 
tho two ladies together. It waa a 
beautiful day ; ancl they preaently 
strolled forth : bub Zoo’a hoiilth was too 
delioato to suffer her to ramble far; and 
when they reached tho outokirb of a 
grovo, they sate down to roiit upon a 
verdant bank. Doapito all bur cfforta 
to tho contrary, Zoo could not help 
being at intervals pio-ooeupiod and 
tthatruotod : Olarino perceived it ; and 
iniotaking the oatiae, endeavoured to 
apeak soothingly in tho aenao wliioh aho 
fancied to regard her friend’s mournful 
ponHivenoBs. 

“ Your thoughts constantly travel 
back to your native land, my dear Zoo,” 
Bald OJarine; '• and mothinka that you 
repunt tho uaoiifloo you aro making. 
But do not give way to mclanuholy 
moditationa : fortify youraolf with all 
that courage whioh has idthorto ao well 
Bustainod you ; and if frioudahip haa any 
Boothing power, you know, doaroat Zoo, 
that you poBBoaa mine.” 

” I know iti Olarino,” anaworod Lady 
Ootaviaii, “ A nd now I feel inoliued 
to uiiboBoin inyaolf more ooraplotoly 
than I have over yet done towards 
you. Liaten—and I will give you my f 
narrative in a oontinuoua and oonneet. 
od from ; for hithortn you have only 
hoard it partially and piocumual ” 

” Do not apeak of it,*' eaid Olarino, 

” if it will distreoa you.” 

"On tho contrary, " replied Lady 
Ootaviun, *' inetbinks it will have a 
soothing effoot. You aro already aware, 
Olarino,” she ooutiuuod, “ that when I 
aooompauiod Lord Ootavian to the altar, 

I deeply, deeply loved him 1 deeply 

lovo him Btill I I have told you how 1 
reuoivod into tho house a young, ami* 
ablo and beautiful creature, named 
Christina Aahton. I believed at that* 
time that I posseaBed my huabands 
love as aiuoerely and aa firmly aa he 
poaaeaaed mine. Not for a single instant 
did I imagine it possible that he oould 
look with love upon another : and I am 
bound to deolare my oonvlotion that 
the soul of Ohristlna is as pure and 
virtuoue as her person Is beautiful, I 
supposed that my husband entertained: 
a gonerouB friendship towards a young 
lady who had experienced adversity : 
and the little attentions he paid her, 
were mistaken by me for the evidenoes 
of that kind and disinterested feelingi 
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I was oufl day douiiaed to be moat 
rudely awakonod from fchio dream into 
whioh I bad lulled myaelf — — yefli 
cruelly Indeod waa I utai’tled into a 
oonvietion of fclio tniiib I Lwl Oetavian 
was driving Ohrintina and niynoif in lui 
open ohaiBO. wlinn tlio boraoH ran away — 
and tbo vobicdo wan upiiol;, I waa not 
stunned — I waa not even atupoCod : 
I woB merely biuiaod iind In n't l.o aoino 
trifling oxtont: l>ut front Ootitvimra Itpa 
rang forth the inoid; paBtironato ex- 

oJamafciona of aliu'ja and donpair not 

in reapoot to myaelf, but on bcdmlf of 
Chriotiaa 1 1 wail arniti on svitii a fearful 
oonsternaLion ; all tlio aourees of lifo 
appeared to be sudil.^nly paralyzed 
and frozciii in mo ; — and yot my mind 
instantanoorndy r<Hjovm'Oil a borribio 
degree of o learn otie, Qiiiok aa lightning 
did the roMolvo take projue/iaion of mo 
that I would not Ixjtniy my knowledge 
of those woida whieb bad rung from 
OoUviun'H lips ; for I felt that if I did 
the happine^s of all tlu'eo would Ijo 
irremediably ruined. I tlioioforo feigned 
uueonaoiuuHnena ; and tiio terrible energy 
whioh iuNpired my soul, onablod mo to 
play my part without oxoiting a bu«- 
pioion in the broimt of oitlior Ootavian or 
Christina. And then I rooeivod the mont 
^^Unmiatakablo ovideueea (>1 ChriHtirm'fl 
afifeobionato and devoted friendship, 
as well aa of tbo deep oompaardonaling 
regard wluoli my buHl)an(l ontertainod 
forme. A dangoroua ilinoHa followed: 
for many dayo I wan inanmdblo ; there 
was indeed no dlHHimulation there I And 
all that while Ohriatina uttonded upon 
mo as if she wore my sloter : uhe would 
not quit my ohamber; and from tbo 
phyaioian’s lips did I aiibaoquently 
roooivo the aaBUianuo that to the 
amiable and devoted Ohriatina I owed 
my life, 8o soon aa I iipproaohod 
oouvaloBOonco, Obriotlna intimated her 
intention to leave mo. li^ull well did 
I ooraprehond the gonuroua and noble- 
hearted gir^B motive in adopting this 
oourso* I saw that her heart had not 
remained insensiblo to tho personal 
appearanoo, tho elegant manners, and 
captivating addruse of my husband 
Ootavian-— but that her own innate 
sense of propriety, us well as her friend- 
ship for nao> had thus determined her in 
quitting a home whioh under other 
oiroumstanoefl would have boon auoh a 
Ijeppyono;** 

Here Zoo paused for a few momentsi 
and effcotuaily struggled to keep baok 


the tears whioh had ftowod up aim 
to the brinia of her oyos from the v( 
fountains of hoi* heart. Sho then odn 
nned in the following manner: — 

Soiiio weeks pasaod after Ohrletim 
loft mo; and I began to think that 
ought not to remain altogether asunder 
for I loved her ns a ids tor— and j 
know that she lovod mo with an onml 
depth of affection, lioaidos, sho jjjjj 
saved my lifo ; and I was luoapablo o| 
ingrabitudo. I was also anxious to pre, 
vent her from Buspeoting that ( ha^ 
oomprohoiidod tho motives which haj 
induced her to leave mo : for I hai] 
struggled hard at tho time to veil wliai 
WHS passing in my own bosom. Itt 
solved to BOO hor ; and taking advanta{j« 
of an opportunity when I fancied that 
Lord Ootavian would bo absent ona 
visit to hie father, I wrote to Ghrletliu, 
roqnoatiug hor to come to ino. She did 
so; and I saw how deeply sho waa 
ailootod on porooiving that my boaltli 
was far from being reatorod, Homothina 
ooonrrod to take Ootavian's fathei 
suddenly and unexpectedly out of town; 
ho oould not thorofore pay tho intended 
visit— and ho returned homo, lie 
found Ohrlatina there. As plainly 
as you, Olarino. can road tho print 
of a book, oould I read all that 
passed in tho minds of Ootavian and 
Ohrlatina— and how ospooially painfiit 
tho ordoal was for that amiable and ox^ 
oollont girl. Heaven knows too. it wai 
painful enough for mot— and often and 
often have I ulnoo wondered how I had 
tho prosonoo of mind sulTloiont to go 
through it, and how I oould maintain 
tho fortitude of a calm oompoBuro. I 
saw that Ohrlatina would give worldi 
for an oxoubo bo depart— but that she 
dared not dovloo Buoh a pretext for fear 
lost it should oxolto a ausploiou in my 
own mind. On the other hand, with ad 
equal yearning, did I long to afford her 
that pretext: but on my own side I 
dared not, for fear lost both herself and 
Ootavian should perceive that I had 
fathomed the seorot of their aouls. At 
length that moment oamo for Ohriatlni 
to take her departure; and I did not 
a»k her to return. No --•I was deeplyj 
deeply annoyed with myself for havipg 
invited her thither on that oooasion,-*^ 
an oooaBion so replete with painful 
sensations for us all 

Zoe again paused--^ but only for a few 
moments ; and then she reaumed htr 
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offootlnfsf iJftrmtivo in the onfliiirrf^ 
tennfl — 

"‘^ovornl woolen otraifi paHHod away, 
durinj? winoli I luu! to Hi^uatri im in- 
(les^ant- oonflitit wjili rriy (uvrj foi*|jn!jrn. 
looiiUi not holp ov<?ry look, 

vporfl, and aotion nu ()nliiviin» M part, 
in ordor to of tin* di‘pM» of lija 

phaeion for Ohrl«lioa. I loiw that ho 
WUH nio*<(. orindly hal/no'od li* f, ^o^oti h 
aonHOofhiH (fntv towards rnynolf nnd 
hio lovn for iiui. I kfi»*w tfuit tin 

rop(ar(loii nio wiih a ooriip«o)idon>u.n 
frlorolnhip, atnl tJiab h-^ Inivd bo 

Involio tljo ronfirix rit of irr-»tltn<ln fo 
kin nicM for it wini IliriUHdi mo hn 

iuul hi ootiio nori<dM‘<|, Ai. lor*i(tti \ 
oouki ontiurn tlmt; ptiofni lOntn itf 
tk'iiKfl no I oitpH't Sorno wornoo would 
bavo niinlo it n MiihjoiU. of rtMOtnmh to a 
lliiahnnd tluit ho darnd to lov^tt attotlmr: 
hot I WHfl nt ln^lHt Hpiir' d f h t iniu itinn 
and that fully ; for rny romruon hoimo 
told mo that Ootavino Inn) rm jjower 
oyor hiB volition, an«l ttoit Im r^ioihi not 
ooritrol tho MUHo»'pi ihild i' H of Ida lo art. 
Odior woriion wnnhl Invo atauHlonnd 
tboinflolvofl to a fninMo oiphnrat of 
griof, nod wonlfl tiavf» jinpioriol thiur 
))ioiliand« to |L(ivo Ihnoi tuudi tho |nv(i to 
wllioh thoy hjid a rifrht put uviaio did 
niy gooil Hotmo intvrvioo» to Navo uut 

from that fully ; for I know *n|aa, tun 

wril 1— -that whom truo lovu oovttr 
ialod, it ooold not ho oonuiuihol to ovoii 
the moHt toarfni nn<l imploitni^ untroa^ 
tiea, Homo woman, tou. niij^dit havu 
glvon W'ly to nplirahiiiKM and roprimoh- 
ea : bat X wan Inoapuhlo (»f Nimh foul 
inJuatl.’O, 1 know it waa not 0 daviaii'H 
fault that Im ha I loarnt to hivu OariH- 
tina?«-a« wtdl mimfht it havo linon mudo 
a rnproMoh to foo that I hml Invod 
tavian I No — norto tif thoHit ronoiirijra 
would I iMonl to ’ It wiifl rnv oontjiuioiiH 
aturly to avoid indiatioint< tlu' painfninnfla 
of my hui^bnntrH ftMilioKM, or towuifnr 
him to pHrnolvo that I faf h*uiHHi and 
Ooaiprahondi'd thorn iiU. Hut what 
Wi- I to do ? To huid fliioh an t^xhUnnio 
was lmpn«Hih|o; it wa« kiltinijr mvHidf 
by lnoh«‘H~it wan Hn(Torin« Oiaaviiiii 
do pftriali alao by rtiriw mtioidal 
We were nouverUoi? our own hairia 
dtuo inatruamnttt of »olf dt^drooiion ; 
•our fpolingtt wore ImoomlnK a alow 
jjpioiBon for onoli, And tboii too I waa 
EponfcinuoiiHly bauniftd by tho f*oriyititinn 
^hat 0 Mavhin wart atralning «vorv norvo 
ip kflpp tho vpH drawt down darkly 
|V0I' hie own fchougbU, and to lull me 


nto H,o bnhof that ho lovod mo. On 
U.0 othor ha, Hi r darod not rojoot hia 
<'«n, nor look oohi ,,,,0,, l,|a 
iiHH.rlniMoa, lor foar loot hn nhonid per. 

that I know how forood. how iin- 
oMtoral, and how Htraiiiod they nli 
wnn» I ** ^ 


*• (h was indood ” naid Olarino. In a 
iiofi, HviiiMa'dif/.iog voioo. '-a fo„rfi)l ox- 

iHtuinv* to huuh'' 


'•Yon oannot wondor thernforn, my 
doar friood." roanmnd Z 10, “ that I at 
h‘n,.th mado nr, my „ i„d to leave 
Kui/hiod rho Htafto of my health did, 
ntawl i.ffurd too roady a pr«h*xt; and 
tho phvidrunna ujt^reefl that my only 
ehaiMjn of (wnottMl roo()V'‘ry was by 
reuiuval to a HouMmrn flhiio On the 
ovo of my inti»ndf-d depfipturn I oont 
for Olirisijna that I mluhfc bid her fare- 
wetll Him o/imn; and urirnifttakablo 
worn the proidrt of friend«hip-^nay, 
morn, of HiMurlv lovu which the amiable 
/dri if ivo nio, \V« wore alone to^oHmr 
in tho oniwin^.moui j miuI on tbie 
ocfundon I a pruhorid-Ml not t|m ftpeedy 
rotnrn of Ijurd Oetaviao. I had aorno 
littio jrift to prrflcnt. to Ohrifltina— a 
tcntiMiunjal of inv nlToctionato rofjard j 
and loavint( tho rotnn, I aeoended 
to my own ubaiuhcr to promuo it, 
On rtdnrnin^ I hoard voioos in the - 
drawint^ooMfu : th-y were thoao 

fd rny huHlnunl and Ohrirttina, I waa 
rivotuii to tin' Hpnt r I booamir a lialnor, 
It wiiH a wihjt i(njMB?iifined Hoono that 
waa takinu pi aoa. O'tiviau waa hiilf 
rnad. .|{'< bafi hoou that I 
tritnd hirt HOnrot--ho oomp 
tho roaHoiiH wtiinh worn up;/ 
d 'parturo frum IflnglHnd: li 
vrhomontly and frantically of my 
martyrdom On tim other ham 
oomhict of OariHfcina wae admh J,.u 
It w.i« full of dccp'rtt pathoB and trui 
majilon digniry: ilirre wan in H a work 
of gonepouH fooling on my ftoopimti 
iogrthor with iho unmiHfcakable aseerfcint 
of her own virtuou'* prinoiplaa and 
innate aeorto of reotitnde. She rebuked 
()»?kavian when he Oared flp^vik of hlii 
love for her : aho tuld him what hirt duty 
wn« towArdrt mvrtcif. She uryod him to 
ancompany mo to the Oonf inent, But 
I will not dwell upon the aoene : I 
oannot— ray hoar(i molte w|r)in me at 
tho hare roeolbotlon. Whoa I knew 
that it wan drawing to a oIoho I eprd 
up to rny own chamber; and heaven 
alone can tall what proternatural 
lortituda waa ooooeded to me to enable 
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mo to tiosume an air of oalm oompoBuro 
—or afc least ol tranquil resignation — 
when Oliriotina glkJod iiiio iny proHonoo, 
Meihiuks that the arniablo girl home If 
fanoiod 1 must ha^e ovorlioard what had 
jiiab pasaofi— -or afc lonafc thafc I did 
indeed auspocfc tho love which Ootuviun 
boro for her. tier dofi.ooaling looks 
seemed to ask my pardon that she 
should bO| although ho innoeont, tho 
cause of my uriliappineott Biitno word oh- 
oaped the lipa of either of ua to give 
unrnistuknblo exprossfon fcn what wo 
know, or thoughts or felt, or upprobcndoib 
Our farewells were exchanged amidst 
tours and lariKaifutionH at being thno 
severed ; and Ohristina disiip poured 
from my prosonoo. Then 1 came 
abroad.'* 


Here Zoe suddenly ooanod ; and 
Chirino, taking her hand, pressed it 
aflfeotionafccly4 She perceived two tears 
tracing their pearly path down Zoohi 
cheeks i tho kind henrUMl French hnly 
gazed with londoreet aympathy upon 
her Englitth friend; and tho latter, 
suddenly wiping away thoso toaiH, 
started up, saying ^'Oomo, Clarino — 
let U8 return to tho Ohatonu;’ 

They walked on la silcnco for soino 
minutes,— both engaged in their ro- 
flootions » for Olarino herself wan now 
deeply pro-ocenpied At length awaken- 
ing from her own reverirn she Haul, *• You 
have told mo your sad fcal * diuir Z )0 
more oompiotely than yun had prcl 
viouflly revealed it: but still you, have 
notextondod your oonfldonoo far imough 
to make me aware how you oxpeofc u|| 
this to end. Your health is improving 
'—the colour ia returning to vour ohceks 
-you may have yot perhaps a long 
life before you— and you cannot remain 
for ever afar from your native laud, 
separated from your parent, and dwijjjng 
tho seolusion of this old Chateau/' 

" Alas I ray doar,” rosprajdod Zoo 
witli a Jook and tone moat paHiotkiallv 
sweat and full of a„ ivnaelio i'08ii{nation, 
thia colour whioh you behold upon ray 
oheokfl, deooivoB you. bub do-« nob 
deeeare myeo f. I feel within mo the 
germs of diasolution—tho seeds of dooay 
Ooiisiimption is busy at ray vitals: it 

exolairaed Olarine, the tears siialilnff 
from her eyes. .'Ibis distressing to a 
degree to hear one so young and «o 


beautiful as you thus talk as if doatl 
were already lookitig you in tho f/uui I 
And yet it h ho.** rejoined Z lo, wiH 
a floft, eweot nmilo. “You perooivo, 
Olarino, timt I do not atfcfunpt to <l(du(lo 
myHtdf When I wan j')urnovin<,v to tlio 
Honthof Franco, I tluMiidit that I ij]n)iij| 
like to find aomo an e In si on, where, vviti 
ofdy one friend, 1 inigiit panu tk 
romuindcr (d my daya : — un] I havi 
found it, I clihg not to life. No -tla 
appro'Mih of final h will lin vvolcomcd bj 
mo. In the grave my own corn) vh wi| 
onasc ; and the tomli will engnlf Ha 
only obataole to tdie alliaime of OctavUn 
with tho fdijeot of his Uv'o Yes — doatl 

will 1)0 woldomn I You nmy wondi*r how 
— nommioiJH as 1 /un that the cfcmeiilfi 
of disuo ntion arc aoliv^dy at work 
within rne — f Hhoiilil acfon flcHlrous ol 
prolonging my exiatnnee bv ^ceking tlib 
gtmial olimo of tSouHiern Ffano(^; yoi) 
may marvid lihnwian why -anxlourt nw 
lain to advance and inlit dimlli hall 
way -I dill not rather Hottln rnvHoll 
in Hunm congenial nortliern atmoafibero 
But that would bo Huleida) ; and it U\\ 
crinin for fnortals to flo /nij;lii knowingly 
fcoaln‘idgn the life wliieh (iod ban given, 1 
no more tiarn be guilty of auoh wpdu'd. 
noHH than I dare leaf) down a preeipioo 
If my head im giddy and f kufiw ilmt 
hv walking on the eilge of an abysH 
1 sljouhl fail in, atnl ni ita profimditirs 
find that death whii'h wilt be ao wot 
Come— It nevorlheloHs im rnv dntv to 
avoid tho brim of the fafal gulf. Now 
you oompreheiul, (Jiarlrni, wimreforo. 
though wtdonmiug death, I i\u\y Hcmu 
to eling to Ido 'Oimj wheref )rc. wlilki 
knowing that tho gcrnjs of (ilHmtHc cfo 
expanding fatally wirh me, I may ajh 
pear lo biMmeldng lioallh in this sain- 
brious Pyrenean region •’ 

Z )0 spuke wirdi a most tuuehl«i^ 
piuiios, and yob without otndyltig thua 
to invcBb her language with ho dao|) 
an Intorest. (Jlarine liafoncd with n 
Jioart full of nmotiouH ; but che made 
no reply, VVhaiieouii] ahe aayl All o( 
auudden Lifly O.jbavjim Mofedlth ap* 
poarod to rally her aplrits ; and 
aaiu In even a olinorfui tone, It li 
some time Binae we went jute the 
vdlago ; lot m go thither— ^ifc wMI lio a 
ohango of «ofin(K-..an(l bmUhn I have 
tiomo few purohaaoB to make ** 

Xo the village the ladicB aooordingly 
repaired ; and on ontering it, the 0rel 
object that Btruok thorn wa« a nnv 
shop <vhloh had juat boon opened fof 
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the Bttlo of miiaioal inHtriimciiUi, It 
was really a very haiHlt^orno 
menfc for a wmall villiuH^; huf} then, as 
\vo have already hinged, lliere wore 
several good honaea and gent cud famj. 
Itea in tlce tudghhonilKUul Tho shop 
furniohed a Hne diM|iliiy of piaiioa ; and 
bno osproialjy a it ran led tiio iioliue of 
Oisrino. A enrd, whioh luludled it, 
indioatod ita prion; and liUc^wiflo by a 
few desc^riplivo worda showed liial ifc 
was a riinnh finer inatrnrnent thnn the 
one whud> she poHsesaed at the old 
Chateau* 

If my father were rieb/^ aaid 01a- 
rine, ‘1 idiouJd a?ik him to purcdiaro 
thifi heautifuHnHtniinont for me: for it 
has rraliy put me quite out of ooneedt 
with my own piano/* 

It WMH merely in a oaroless nonvor^a- 
tional way that Olarino thus apcdio,— 
juflb aa young and ine.xperieooud minds 
arc svDiit to give expreanion to any 
paabing whim or phantany. Zoe at 
onoe aeoretly resolved to purehaae the 
piano lor her friend^ and to avail her- 
self of the first opportunity to come 
alone to tiio village for thia purpose. 
But as they turned away from the 
shop.winduw, they peroidved M. 
Volney slandiiig behind them. liis 
couuteuaneo was eoldly calm and 
molaiioholy as usual ; bo did not ap- 
pear to have the intenlion o? taking 
his daughter and Zoo by eurpr so; nor 
did he seem to nutioo tlio sudden stare 
whioh was given by botb‘-eflp6oiul)y 
by Olarlne— as they thus found thorn'- 
solves fuoo bo faoe with him. 

*' I( you wish f<)r that piano, Olarlnoi'* 
said M, Volney, in bis wonted glaolal 
monotony of tone, you shall have it/^ 

Then, without another word, he en- 
tered the shop — looked at iho card 
labelling tho piano, to asoertain its 
prioo'-and bade tho tradesman send 
the instrument at his earliest leisuro 
to the Chateau , where tho amount 
should bo promptly paid The arrange- 
ment was oonoludod la h»If a dozen 
words: there was no hnggUog on M, 
Volnoy’s part — he asked not the trades- 
m«n to ahaio a single frano of the 
prioo marked upon the oard ; and when 
the matter was sottlodi M. Volney lift-* 
ed bis hat to Zoo, and passed on bis 
way. 


OHAPXEtt 01. 

THifl STuny, 

CuAtucNOK wno porfeofcly antoninhed 
at licir father’s lihoridity. The sum he 
had just agrcuuJ to pay * on her behalf, 
wna a largo ouo; and; as wo have seen, 
flhu had previously fanoied it ib he 
totally inoompatiblo with his means. 
Hho oould not rightly comprehend 
whether he were stre tolling a point in 
a poeunlary sonse for tlie purpose of 
affording her ploasuro— nv whether ho 
were in reality better off than she fiad 
hitherto aupposed him, She expressed 
hereedf ici thie uncertain manner to 
Lady Ootavian Meredith, as they 
slowly retraced their way from the 
village to the Ohatcuiu. 

“Your father,** said Zoo, *Mmfl just 
dene you a grout kiiuJiioss in hia own 
peouliar way Ho used as few words 
as posaible ; but I have no doubt that 
in Ilia heart he was rejoiced at being 
onabled to afford you ploasiire/* 

My father is always kind to me/* 
anaworod Clarine, wlio slnoerely he. 
lieved what ahe was flaying; and I am 
oonvinood that ho loves mo dearly^ I do 
not romomhor for years past that ho 
has spoken a harsh word to mo/* 

*' Has your mother long been dead ? " 
inquirofl Lady Ootavian Meredith. 

* Ever sinoo I was a child/* respond- 
ed Olarino; and I have no recollec- 
tion of her. I think that my father 
must have loved her very, very dearly ; 
booauso he cannot boar to speak of her* 

I romombor that when I was a girl I 
uood somotimeo to ask him about my 
mother : bub he invariably besought 
me not to mention her name. And 
then, too, I rooolleot ho would turn 
asido abruptly, and would proas hla 
hand to his brow and seem deeply 
ufTeobed. Of late years I have never 
alluded to my departed mother: for I 
have been afraid of giving my father 
pain. You see that he is afflicted with 
some secret care, X do not think it is 
through the loss of property, as some 
persona have supposod 

Your father, then has been rloher 
than he now Is r* said Lady Ootavian 
inquiringly. 

**We used to live at a beautiful 
country-seat In the neighbourhood 
of Eountainebleau,** answered Glarine. 

It was not large, nor was the annexed 
estate spaoious ; but the house was 
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jouH and very lujndHnruidv 
tiKniahod jri a rtomovvlnil; anriqiio nl.ylii. 
Wa iia(i oc nina ^mryantn — -tor 

ray father kopt hi»i o)irria;i[o tlmn : hul; 
etlll we «a\v very litito noriipan y-^^rny 
father novor wan fond t>| miri/itjnl.c 
with flooiety^-at loaut not, r/illiio rny 
reoolleotion* ||o \yaa n.hvnyfi /looutit^nu 
ed ta 1)0 rnnoh alone, and to aliur, hiin- 
floif up for liotirH fog 'tlnn' in lim own 
apartiru5nt, I roouMntjnr too Mi /it ho 
ahvayo h/ui the huint of (/ikiii^ 1,]^ 
jon^ aoJiu,ry w/dlfu uh ho (lo('fri)f)w. 
i;/ieao oiroiimntHn(5('a nniko mo Mi ink 
that it cminot Im Hui i.roiici ty 

witioh in (tmyiiifr |,i„ ,|..l 

booftiiHo ho wttH Dip miiiuo ,.I, l.oiml.i- 
ful .ihoilo noiir Fi)ritiiit„.t,l,(,,„ u„ |,„ 
hu8 boon uvor iiinoo wo hitvo ihvnd, in 
thin Clmk'ftu.” 

“How Voinov |,i„ 

proporty?’' anhoii Z„o 
“I HIM iioh«v"ii Huro that III) lout it 

ftt nil, ropliod Olunno; “| 

Burmiso so. 1' wan k UtHo moro Mom 
fivo yoara iiKo that ho oao ilay tohl i,i„ 

WO wofo /.'(ling to |■I■IH 0 V'() lo a ono 
other plaoo;«,„| t|,„ v.ry .o.iiio 
doy tt nont-chaino Iwiii on uO' fi.oin i.hai, 

OoiMUifiil ooiiinry.Hioit. ()( ,i)| u,,, 

servaiitn old Margin,, ji,o alono a-oom. 
pauied ufl/’ 

“ And w,io tho huuoo nlint iii, ? '> ,i„|i. 

od Lidy O uvian. ' 

Wo l( ft It )ini, an u- wan, with a|| tlio ' 
other nor.aotn in it. In,t wliotln.r my , 
father, previous t„ ..iir donartnnf 

made any arrannoinoiit in roa|i(oit to ( 

tho hoimo and tho .I.oiioHioh 1 a,,, , 

unable to auy. i,,, - 

on the oulijiiiii; and „ld iM„,g„orito , 

ia really ,g„, na.it U|>on tho nomt ... 

■■r - ' 

B fe rf /= : 

heraud thir ii \!is„ 'z y’ 

when ray fathor ia n„t uZZ 
allowa horsol) to uddross o' T ^ 

of ondoaiing fa)iij|iarjt,y_>. " torrau || 

“And /rora that boantiful oonntrv. n 

Boot vou oaino direct to thiafiiafi I' !’ 

bad no fix, Id idea wW.T , 7 
to aoitle bis fiitmo iib(d<« rt"" “ 
bis intention to romai,, in fhiZdb'''’^ 


woribl ho lot fall o|,.,n (ho a(ilij„fl(; ,( 
till) limn I havi, r 110)011 to boliovo tiiD( 
lio tli,)o,.|ii, of |,,vi.o',|,/ inio ' I 

Win only idler an iiooiilon ta I viait i, 
Ilia (Jlialoan diirinj- on,, of |,j,| 
that In, |,)1!| lool ,• tonli ||. j,||,, ||j . 

'-) lino,.. V ..0 , 0 , 0 . ;;; 

do T '/, ,i>, 1 hav'.) n,> , , ,i (or |„,|.,u. 
Ml}' Ih'it )oy faDo r |o„t ,i,n. ,,f . 

iH.yon.l (h„ aim i.lo f, ,! 
aiiamh.ninL; hooI, a l,„„ntD'nl ,„Hi<h.,J 

plai'o’"' "I' thia „|J 

' a 

10 >Aaa, hot ,i)a.ooii„|, 

’'I“‘ f.o'Hia'r of hia m,n<l f,,,- ,|„o 

' vi-n Iho hfoiii.d i,.(v ivlii..!, vo,. 

D. !„.v„ ha.l in tho i.eighl,;;,.,; 

to I'lii y Inina, .H in tim ( .'li i( ....n y ■ 

I'lit my father m,v,.| a|.„,a,. („ o| 

hi.i Mll ii,,, .. „n,| ( 

‘I I vr! 

Iho uoithy ol, 


: [*" (h.i i,.,h,„;,:i ,o;; 

'''-'r :^m, ,t \,1 

I;';"';;/" '''v i.o.im,.,,i,t 

hl,mn |l I , 01 (-hl (I ao.lhly (i,„| „IV mo, In 
U( O.xm, 1)0.0, ,)l )||.) |||| 10 , ly iliiH,'' 

. ' ' "h i,.r v,'il X rulhcr 

It ■ 

I" l>,. ovmln.ar.l by ,;ia,-,o.m 


“Oh I r,.,|iiir„ „,„i„| ox.ilaimail 
Oarm.i ti.Mli(y,-..o.,m. o,„..) (,han 1 

m> V |maa„i,„ | J omii m,,,,,,,, y,,,, j 

"“t ah''”' a dauroi. of 

-in-a vvlimh a,,,,.,,,.., 

' “"foi'i'aiimit of tho aioiolo 

asmuaooo wlii I, .dm M.i.a ,;av<, ' 

I- hoy now n„n,l., d tho Clmloni. ; ami 
a tomponry n-,., mu ion their 

”'l>“'divoolmmb.ra in order to pot ..(f 
t •on ivallim,. appiirol, they mot t|,o 

l-nr nftir! 

waidH a oaii. ,lrow „p 

• III) Chatmin ; (J|„rjmi_ mnnim; to tl.a 

1 ho''r i'’'’'""''";'' ih inn.tainad 

Phuio. It was 

•;«b in... tIm drawing roon -- 

• imrirr'"* 

Ivno 1.0 I '’.V bia men. 

W,,s mJ “ ,""l“'f""‘">dr,d all that 

«, III airy, he proHoniod tiia hill 

Hivon hi.; 
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M. was in bin stiifly ; und 

thitliGi* Clarsno wpod wifch iho liill in 
her hand. She enti rod^ and proHi ntod 
it to hor futhot’. Ho took it — flnnj^ a 
single glanon at the amount nporiliod 
— and riaifJg from hia wo at oponod an 
iron flafo Tulting idionon a larjo tin 
box. ho nnlonkod it; and Olarino fior- 
oeivod that ono oornpartmont waw full 
of gold and a noth or of bank no ton. 
Mr Volrujy took out a roll of tho«n 
notes to solont a ooufdo for a thoimand 
frnnnfl (or forty pounda) cundi ; and 
Olaritio, who waH watohing him with 
mingled norioHity ami wurf^riHo, was 
enAhlod to obaorvo ovon at a glanoo 
and ai tho roughest oaloulation that 
the tin box contained an onormotia 
Bum of money. An M. V^»lrioy lookml 
up to give her the not(m whjrh ho had 
Boleoted, ho paro<nvod the wonder and 
gurprifltM'XfiroHttad in lior fuaturcai; and 
for a moment a oloiid panard over hiw 
oouutonanm^ But the next inarant it 
was gone; ami lie aaid it^ ri voian of 
unusual kindnoBH, and ovoi^ witfi a 
faint arnilo upon hrw lipa, You <}ld 
not porhapa know (hat I po««rH8od 
fluoh ample rOHonreoH. It may ho that 
I have shown you t«)0 liiile eonfl<b'nno 

Howovit/' ho adilml, Hinidenly 

ohooklng hi(M«el/> *' it in as well Udw 
opportunity Bhould have oo.mnod for 
ino to Hwy Liiat all iluU. 1 have in your*B ; 
and if anything nlinnbi Hinidenly 
happen to mo. you will know where to 
find that widoh will uiainiain you In 
comfort — aye, in aflluenoo for the 
whole of your life/* 

♦Good hoavoiH my dear father T* 
exclaimed Olarine, the teara guBhing 
from lier eyen; '* do not wpeak on anoh 
Bubjootrtl-dt HGUfUB m if I were about 
to lose you I '• 

Iternomb »r, Olarino/* anawered M. 
Volney, with an In ireaalug mllduOBO 
of tone, “ I am advannod in years; and 
according to tho oourao of nature — 
even flotilng apart ihofto oaHualtloe 
from accident or HieknooB to which wo 
are all liable-^^^But dfi nob woop>-~*-do 
nob weep I 1 thought I hud jiiab now 
done aomothing to u0ord vou ploaauro* 
Poor girl I you have nob known much 
of happineaB lately— and I would not 
now throw a damp upon that satisfac- 
tion which I hoped to afford you/* 

‘•I am glad, dear father, 'V replied 
OUriue. smiling through her tearei end 
then quickly bruehrng them away^ 
V that you now give me an opportunity 


of oxpreeaing iny gratitude for your 
goofir^eflc in ri^Hfieob to the piano/* 

Thus speaUing. bhirino took her 
fpdhor'fl hand and pressed it to her 
b*pH. H« (/azed upon her with a 
Hinuiibirly melancholy expreaeion fora 
f«'w rnomnntfl; then it seemed us if a 
Biidden aeoeHs of rage, fierce and 
bitter 8W(*pfc over lus ommionanoo: bub 
in a moment thin in its turn vaniahed ; 
—and Hmoothiii j down the glosay hair 
of tho amazed ami hulf-alTrightod 
Olarine, M Vobiuy fluid in a tone full 
of emotion, ‘poor girl, if I thought 
that I had cho right — 

But hn suddenly flioppod short, and 
aB abruptly turned away-<-yeb not so 
quinkly as to prevent Olarine from 
catching the look of inexpreBsiblo 
anguish which seized upon hia 
featiuort. The young lady could have 
fill rick 0(1 out— there wha bo me thing bo 
fearful in that look: but she eubdued 
her emotion Buflioi(urtly to avoid 
giving Huoh vent to It. 8ho longed to 
approach her nire-^to aBk him what ho 
meant, and what dire woo was afflliot- 
inghbn: bub hIio dared nobl And now 
for the first time Olarino’s oyus wero 
open to tho fact that she had be<»n all 
along totally excluded from her 
fathur'a oofdldauao jn every matter in 
which a daughter might legitimately 
enjoy it. 

“ Olarino,** said M. Volney, again 
turning towards her, and flpeaking 
witli Ills habitual cold kiudnoBS of touo, 
if the reader can underBtand tho 
pbraHo — •*' forget what haa just paaaed 
—forget the unfinished flontonoo which 
oarno from my lips. But you oaunot 
underafiand it— and you never, never 
shall I As for thia dross/* ho said, 
glancing with glacial contempt to- 
wardB tho treasure in tho largo tin 
box, “ do not guasip about having acen 
it : we live in a flocludod place, end it 
wore as well not to auflor whispers to 
gob abroad that may tempt desperate 
men to a lawless aot« And now go, 
Olarine— forges, I say, whab^ has 
pasBed— and be happy, my dear girl-^ 
be happy with your now piano Hence* 
forth In other things, as in this trifling 
one, will I study your happiness more 
than I have hitherto done/* ; 

Volney pressed Ma lips for a mb* 
ment to hia d^ughter*s forehead— and 
then gently pushed her from the room* 
She aped to her own chamber, where 
she remained for, a few minutes 
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tranquillize her thoughto and oornpoao 
her feelings before she returned to 
the drawing-room— for sho did not 
wish to be questioned by Lady 
Ootavian Meredith ; her father had 
enjoined her to forget what had ju^fc 
pasBed— and though it wore impossible 
to do this, yet at loost she resolved to 
oonsider it as saored. Hho had sud- 
denly diaoovored that so far from her 
site having lost hia property ho was 
immeneeiy rich ; and nioro than over, 
therefore, did she marvel why ho 
should have left hh own bDauiiful 
mansion and ptoasunt litilo eatiito in 
the neighbourhood of l)\)r)tai nob loan 
to bury himBolf in the gloomy old 
Ohatoau on the outslurb of the 
Pyrenees. Other things likewise 
entered into the midst of Ciarino‘a 
thoughts; but with these wo have 
nothing to do--ac least for the pro- 
sent ** 

Having eiilBoiently oorapoood her 
oountonanoo, the young lady roMirned 
to tho drawirifit-room, where the piano- 
BoUer had just flnished putting tho 
instrument into proper tune* His 
aooount wna paid, and ho took hia 
departure. Zoe and Olarino now took 
their turns to try the now purohaae ; 
and they wore enraptured with it. It 
Was truly a splendid instrument; and 
they both brought out its fine tones 
with the grandest offenfc. They pran. 
tised togoihor for tho greater portion 
of the rest of that day : but amidst tho 
joy which Oiariao oxporienood in poa- 
Boasing the ooveted piano, would ourno 
the reoolleotion, maddening and siok- 
enlng, of that look of indosoribublo 
anguish which had swept over her 
father^s foaturea during her singular 
inferWow with him in tho study. That 
interview had in a few momonts given 
Olarine'a mind the exporienoo of whole 
yeara : a veil seemed to go fallen from 
her oyea : and she was led to relloob 
upon things on which she had never 
refleobed before, She now saw that 
there was some d^*op mystery oonneot- 
ed with her parent,— a mystery ior 
which not oven the loaa of a muoh 
loved wife (as aha euppoaed her mother 
to have boon) could possibly account. 
Then, what waa it? Glaiine was be- 
wildered { there aeemed no earthly olaa 
to 1 ho solution of that mysiory;-ond 
moreover it appeared to be her father s 
r6»8olve that, whatever it were, the 

leoret should die with him, 


Tho ladies soparatod a little after 
o’clock ill tho ovoning, and 
their rj'Spootivo oh/unluMH, Zoo wagon 
tliis ooousion alloudiKl in lior room bj 
Uaohol — for tho maids took thoir tiimi 
to w it upon thnir rniHln a^ ; and Honoi 
had toiulod her ladysliip in the inoriiiog 
A glaami at Raohol s oonntenuncj 
allowed Z m that the girl was labourinj 
under a houho of terror wluoh nhe vainlj 
(MMbsivoiirnd to eonmwil. At first Ladj 
Oet«vinu thoiivlit of h aving the oir 
QU r stanc^e unnoiioed in order io avoit! 
a (liHCourso upon siipeistitioUH inatlors 
but she permivoil th.it Kaeliel 
trembling l,o such a degree tiiut she foil 
it would only bo an aid; of kindneas tc 
oucourago nn 1 re-»HHuro her. 

** RaoheV her liuly’iliip uononllnglj 
said. * ihul foolisii vh'l Honor has hood 
you willi her terrora, ] 
siiieerely hope you will not give way k 
such eiulilish dolurtienH 

*’]birdnu mo, my Imly, if I acow 
frightened/' iniernififi^d K ichel : “ bul 
one cannot always eonirol omrs th()nght8^ 
I was sitting liore all ulono, waitijij 
for \our ladyship} and all kinds ol 
disagreeable sonsaf.ioUH lu^gan to nrrof 
over men I looked towards tho window 
and Ihnuuht I saw a ghastly puk 
face gazing in at me, ho Iwentiuul 
closed the drafieries. Then, as 1 lookcij 
towards tho bed, 1 fauoind tioit 1 flftVf 
that same face tooking out from ludiiml 
the nurtains ; and it was ever so lonij 
before I could muater u() the courago 
to go and pnep behind Hmm and satUfj' 
ray mind there wus on one thorn, 
yoaroolv had I reeovored from hisalanrii 
when tho door opened ; and snob a cold 
old It swept through me I for I thought 
I saw some one looking in at mol Ihit 
again I muslered up my courage: I 
psopod out into the passagn-^^^'-irul 
there was no one. That nasty doof 
ha« got such a wr»‘Cohed lock, It oponif 
of its own accord 1 ’’ 

** You have boon giving way, ray 
poor girl,*’ asid Znu. to the halluoinai 
tioim of your frightened fancy, Yod 
must bo more oourngoouu. I can die* 
poneo with your sorvioca this ovenisgj 
I Intend to rea l a little before retiring 
to rest; and as you are norvoua and 
uneaay, I will fioonmpany you as fur uii 
the door of your own chamber, Bnl^ 
you meat nob tell Honor that I did thlij: 
It li for the flrat and iaab 
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tnd henooforUi I expoot both of 

^011 to exhibit moro otninif^n/* 

Zoo did not roally intond to Hit up 
oadinM boforo abo noiiujiifc ia v fiotioh : 
)iit with the kiruloi^t noiundojation mIio 
nado this a protoxt for Hnoiiuj tbo 
erriflofl Hindi ol ao far m \uv own 
fharnbrr Tlio |iiil wmb oxooodin/^ly 
fi'attdul to bor riiiiitrok^n; foi nbo \vm 
mieod laliourin^ iiTulor a norvooM 
iropiclution and a iuoiho of HuponditiouH 
iorror wbudi hIio oiMild not poasibly 
ih»ko oft 

o Wo rniiHt troad lipbf Iv/' «ai<l Z'lo : 

« (nr I would not luivo it hu [ ipo^ud by 
iho othor iuriuitf‘H of ilio (/hatoau that 
■ po^aoHrt ryuiidrt ho fooliali im to bo 
bfraid to to ttioir own roomn by 
IjeaiBelvcH.'* 

It wa« with a tonn and ionic of 
)'^rii(£nant rinnonHiramm tliat L'uly 
)otavi>m thuH Hpoko. Taking a tafxn’ 
n luu' baritli hIio aoooinfiuniod Itaolnd 
io tho Htnrov nl)f>vo, whom tho y4>un|i( 
.vornan and Ibinor jointly ooniipi^al 
;ho Hanin i)hiunbi'i\ Z >o thon mtmntMl 
M)V way down tlio Htiuroaan towardn 
ior own aparfnunit, — on nnioriiii;? whiob 
iho roooihujtr<l that abo bad loft hor 
vat oh in tlu^ drawinfprooiu on aoonnnt 
)f havii 4 ^ acuudan tally iirokan Iho 
lartiouhir oliain Him had worn that 
lay. It wnN nob altojOllmr without a 
jortain fooling* of appiHhonaion that 
Lady 0 da V an imohhimI tlm pnaHawi^ and 
’(MMitorod tlm drawing-room, 'Plm oir- 
nmistanoo of tlm fironiaiing idght, t^nd 
dm lagand hIio Inul hoard In tlm morning, 
lad boon vividly mnalind K* hnr iiioinnry 
i)V tlm H|i"Otanlo of Raoln Th foaiv. But 
Soe did Imr bnab to throw off tbt> fotding 
jhat waH upon hor— whiuh wjm indand 
a^pinniant to Imr own good houho — and 
)f whUili aim wan all tlm inoro uaharnod 
vftor tlm Hurt of romotmt rating b^HHon 
iho had a fow min u too bank boon 
reading to Raoliol. 

Eutoring tho drawlng-roomi Lady 
3ot!wian Morodibh t udi tho wuioh irom 
bho talilo wlmro aho liad loft it; and 
dm then iaHUod forth again. But 
ioarooly had Hho uroHB *d tho thrortliold 
■“floarooly had Imr foot fcoiudmd tlm 
Boor of the pa«Haga— whan Him no irly 
dropped tho taper from Imr hand; and 
aho oould with dilTmulty axproBH an 
ojutulabion of terror on beholding a 
dimly dpfinod ahapn gliding onward in 
the (Ji?<tannft, She wan audtionly 
fixed to tho »pob with a cold terror; if 
»ho oould have i^een hor oouatonunoo 


in the mirror at that inatant, flho would 
liavo been horrified at it for it was 
pale uB death Her oyefi followed tho 
form wiUi tho natural keonneas of her 
virtion flharpetiod to the intenae^t degree- 
Whether it wore fancy, or whether it 
wero reality, who oould not subaeqnently 
detormino in her own mnui ; but it 
eeriaiiiiy Hoerund to her ‘tat the Hnapo 
WHH llnd of a tall nloridiir yuuni^ man, 
dnJHHod in dark garmnnta, and that ho 
WHH gliding onwa'd with footsleps 
ooinphUrlv noiaoloHo, raining not tho 
faintOHb coho iti that long paHsago where 
oven tho oligliteHt Bound was wont to 
rovorbenilo J 

The apparition — or whatever it w^re 
— wae loH'j in the ohftouriby prevailing 
at the end of ihe paKaago. Zoo Htnggerod 
noroHH to her own chain and ainking 
into a largo ©uay chair, felt, aa if oon* 
HojouHnoHH wore about to abandon her* 
But by one of thoao sudden almost 
preternatural oRortft which the human 
mind Hoinetiinea makcH, aim summoned 
up all her courage to Imr aid — and naid 
to Imracif “ How fooluih — how childiBh 
of rnc I .lb oouhl have been nothing but 
fancy ! 

And yot ehe oould not persuade 
Imrsolf that it waa no; tlm conviobiou 
was atr-unr in her mind that eho had 
Hion aomathinff^hwt whether a apirit 
from the dead, or a living lntrn<ier, elm 
cniild not toll* The Buporstltfous fear 
which wan atill upon heri provented her 
from altogether repudiating the jformer 
bclmf, on account of tlm gliding 
nohiolcHfluoas with whioh tho form had 
hurried o iward. For an InstiuH she waa 
half inoliood to aoek Olarhm’s ohambor 
and acquaint her with what had 
Impponoil; but tho next moment atm 
felt aehamod of even allowing auoh an 
idea to enter her head. She retired to 
rest: but it was long before sleep 
visited her eyes ;--and when slumber 
at length otoie upon h'^r^ the whole 
diamal tragedy ns'io^labed with the 
Chateau was ro-onaotod before her 
mental vIhIou* n 

When Lvdy ootavlan Meredith awoke 
in tho morning she hastened to draw 
aside the wiridow draperlos; and the 
bright September aun poured in so 
gohlon a fljod of lustre that all her 
superstitious approhenaions were in* 
sUntanoously dispelled —and ehd smiled 
at what she ooneidcred to have been 
hor folly of the preceding evening. How 
glad she was now that she had not 
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sought Mademoifujllo Voincy'u nhnnibrr 
with the history of tlio idie fonrs t 

Ye*?/' Haid Z )o in honad/, •' it wjih 
naught but tho im agin at ion I Tho diu- 
ooiii'SG I held with R'i<*hn|—i Im oirouni- 
Btanoo of 00 rid noting tlio girl h> lu^r 
own ohainbor — iimi tho vivid oonjiiring 
up of tho Joi/otk! I h’ui hoard in \ \iv 
morning, — thono woro Mio (lauHoa wlii'tli 
operated upon my mind, <urf(^o'dod 
porhapfl Bomfiivhat by oaro find indla- 
poaition. Yoo— truly it waa naught but 
fancy on my part ! ** 

It waa UaohorB turn fo tala> tiu) 
morning duty at tho toihd. of Imt umb- 
treflfl ; and when tln^ abtvail tm^orod 
tho oiiauibor^ nho found Zoo nnu'i' than 
cheerful tlian aho Inni Ijotui fiu* aomo 
time pant: for bucIi waa tlto inn.nral 
off ct of a roMof from iiu [roral.it ioua 
torrnrB, Not another Hyl able ivaa vx- 
changed upon the mibjoit; and IniJy 
Oftavian prooocdcd to tho bnmicfnat- 
parlour,— where aho found (Jbirine, and 
where M. V'dnov apcuulilv o ado liia 
appouraiKUN Z lO omild not help Hi inking 
that there wae a eortain tloieetiou in 
Oiarifie’a looloi— a certain dmipniulonuv 
which fllio wuH on loavouriug author lo 
throw off or to oonoo/ib Lufy Oo.uvinn 
studied well too oountoniuioo and noifuier 

of her Pronoh friend but wiilumt 

appearing to do bo, 8 hu felt j). raiMded 
in her own mind thal^ tin* re wat^ really 
Bornething which hung like a wcji^fht 
upon iVbt(l»unoif:o)le Voinoy^i H(drita : and 
now she naked horaed wh ddier Clariuo 
could havo alao seen afiniething to 
Dxoite her auporatitiouH torrore 1 


CHAlM'ER Oil, 

M. VOLNKY. 

Tnifl woabhop was beautiful ; and woon 
after hreakf iat tho two la lira waUccil 
forth togetli r. Zie now fioroeived that 
Olarine waa more panaive than oven 
while at brmikfaHt-t^blo --or at tuaat 
that eho atruggh'^d lea^ arduiMiaiy to vml 
it— probably boeauee hIio Iptii hHOii 
moat anxioui to oonoual hi^r fenliu^ifl, 
whabaoovor they were, from her fathor'a 
obaervation, 

<♦ My dear Clarino/' said Lviy ()o- 
fcavian, at length, there is Bomothbig 
preying upon your mind ? ' 

Olirine gave the auebJen utart of one 

whp oboriaUed a aoorot which hud just 


bnon mirprijifd— nr rath or ex is inn? 

of wintdi li id jinif. boon dotoitod, 
tlio uoiindr iJBoif roniiinod etiil Incih 
np in her own biKorn. S)io ul inMnd \y|j 
an Jiir of nnxiolv tow/ndo 
l>f*iit down Inn* Inr kri ” (1(1,1 imjd nothio^ 
bur, |.c:iro uniliod (nun hm’ I'Vi'O. 

'•My dinir friinnl/' rootiriU''d Ijitj 
Ortovi>in in l.ln^ IcirnimO nHinru r, ’ yf] 
yi.*a(,iM'<l!i V aNnni'<iij no* <loi*j if for ri) 
own Hiirisov.M a frinid di i p mniM 

a balm, I pour oHdcij yon V. It id na 

for mo t> ri'O)))! (Kiafn (h- aoHurario 
S !0 I ficrn ill tho v< ry bank on wlijn 
wo aat d(ovn Mnilnninv when I HfW 
you tho mMUjilofo (oina'iio: of rny *ivy 
mill OH of ifrii’f. L-H, It (o dav boeoin 
t lnumonoof ' l.at oonlidrnoo whinb yo 
will I'/ poriM in mo ? j wjI! n^f ao far h 
aiilt myaotf. nor inHull. yoiir (^wn grai 
fruding, (..Jliuino, by H'lyinj' luoi'o thi 
nimiily to lotmirk tho(. it in from n 
rnotiv(‘ cd in ro idlo (mrimotv I H))f‘jvk ** 

‘ 1 know jl, mv doiir f KMid.—d 
itf’’ rnur innroit ( J) u om : a ml ( b mi fror 
hm’ hpH OHoapod a g'ml, nf mont.i 

ainnildi wliioh idm imntd not [naiHihl 

k lop IxifO., 

Jiuiy O (avian Mormlitb *niid wind 
imovm* ahi* ooiiM (Jiinlv of m or)nH()jn )|(f 
fjimid ; mit jgnoi'Hhl oh mIio wa^i of ihi 
Hotiroou of (Jiuruma won, it wuu diblioul 
tOMhapo hor wonN in a form on bniliitai 
to nonviyv tim coin ■<» nho would fail 
irnpiirt. 

♦ * Yom— - 1 will toll y(M) wimt it jo tha 
thna ' lll-ntonio, uf b mg b ^uiid darlno 
■' ft IV, ,1 1,il„ 1 111 ,,,,, I y('Hl,fril,iV--lllH 
ovotiiri)^ ' 

•' Aftvr wo for tilt, 

iti(tiijro,| Z 1,1 ill ; -i f,„. 

ll^■l^llOU^ iiiv (Jl uiiK,. tii 

tliul, voii vviini III Kinnl H(,int.it — mil nil 
tiiii riini'o HI) OH HiiHoiHi;, ,i( your fiii.iitir’n 

lciii<l(it,f.M j|, ri'iipHit, i.i) ihi) jiiHoo 

- All I my (I■,IH■ f u.liHV t’ murmnrini 
Ciliirioi) ill n voidii of t,(ii) |ii'i)roiiu<li‘Ht 
tnohitioholy, 

‘ 0 »o,i ivlmf, ill it tliiit voii 

oiin foivi* loan if. I” HXii-uimHil Z )o 
Win ii; Hoiiiii ri, VI, I, Hum wiiioi, uid 

,\I, 4 rmi,iriU) in.iy li.,vci i,„|(„„ 4 j„t,, i,„j. 

hoof 1.0 miilii) V -for hor lu lyhliij) 
oould eononivo no other aour* o wIiiokio 
C bif itu) might h ive rneiuvi'd any hucIi 
rovciation after tho hour for retiring 
to roHt. 

Yob— M irguorito — ft whh Man/no^ 
ntor* Haid Obirinn, hoHlily. »* Jinr I 
toll you, my duar Z^o, \vhub I have 
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llearntl A veil haB falloii from my eyou 
—and I have obtained an insight into 
the paat whioh haa moat oruolly afniot- 
'od mo r 

The young lady paused for a few 
momoutfl ; aho was evidently struggling 
to oompooe her faolinga an muoh as 
possible ; and at length aho addroHflod 
Zoe in the following raiinner 

My father in his former yoara waa 
of a very different diapoaition from 
what ho now appoara to be. Ho waa 
gay and Hprightly--he loved aooioty — 
though ho never was diaaipated nor 
irregular in hia oonduot On the eon- 
trary, ho over bore the higheat reputa- 
tion for moral worth, honourable be- 
haviour, and lofty feel Inga, He 
poflseBBod a very dear friend of about 
hia own age, and of a aomewhat higher 
standing in aoeioty^ 'rhia was the Via- 
count Bel or me. — the bearer of an anci- 
ent title aa well as the poeacaaor of 
great wealth. They had boon fellow- 


journ<sy lay, Me however left behind 

filn* fftthor, promiBinjj; 

that he would write ao aeon as hJa mind 
ahould have somewhat recovered from 
the offeota of the terrible bereavement 
he had BUBtamed. Hia infant son the 
viBooiint had boon oonaignod to the 
care of a distant female relatives -a 
Marohioneaa of oonaidorablo wealth, 
and who realded in the neighbourhood 
of hontamobleau,— where, T Bhould 
oliBorve, the Viooount Dolorme'a ooun- 
try raanaion was situated -aa you al. 
ready know that my father's likewise 
was. Shortly after the Visoount’a de. 
parture tny father espoused the objeot 
ef his love~my mother,” 

Here Olarino beooino deeply ofifeot- 
«d, as if that alltision to hot long de- 
parted mother had re-opened the 
fountains of her grief. But at length 
oonquoring her emotions, she oontinu- 
od hor narrative in the ensuiim 
imuinor;-— 


atudonts together at nolloge— they 
made the Continental tour together— 
though no bonds of kinship united 
them, yet was it a more than friend- 
ship whioh hold them togotlier it was 
a true fraternal love. Tiio Visuount 
Delorme has been dosuribed to mo ns 
one of tho handsomest as well as the 
most elegant and fasoinating of men. 
He umrriod a young and tmautiful 
lady, who died in giving birth to a son. 
The Vlsoount was Inoonsolablo 
for hor loss ; ho shut himsolf up in his 
own ohambor-~my fothor was the only 
person whom ho would soe- His honlth 
suffored i and his physioians oarnostly 
reoommandod that ho should travel, in 
order that ohange of soono might have 
a salutary effoot upon hia spirits. My 
father offered to accompany him— and 
(or this purpose to postpone tho alii, 
anoe whioh he was about to oontraot 
with tho objeot of hia own love, Suoh 
a oiroumstanoe may afford you, my 
dear Zoo, au idea of the strength of 
that friendship whioh my father oxperl- 
enood towards the Vlsoount— a friend- 
•hip whioh would even have led him 
to saorifloe, for the time being, tho 
consummation of his own fondest 
hopes. But the Vlsoount would not 
hear of it i and In order to esoape from 
my father’s well-meant importunities 
that he should aooompany him, De- 
lorme took his departure suddenly and 
iteslthUy, without leaving a oiue to the 
jiifeotioD in whioh his oontomplated 

A—IA 


“po marriage of my father and 
mother took plaoo about eix-and-twenty 
years ago At the expiration of a year 
a daughter was born, -who, if she 
had lived, would have been my elder 
sister : but oho died a fow months after 
hor birth from one of those maladlos 
whioh are peculiar to infancy. Eighteen 
months had elapsed without the slight- 
est intelligonoe being fooolvod from 
the Vlsoount Delorme, either by rny 
father, or tho Marohioness who hod 
the oaro of his child ; and It was feared 
that ho had died in aomo foreign land* 
But at length letters arrived to an- 
nounoe that ho wos still a deniiien of this 
world— that ho had travelled through 
many oliinos— and that ho had resoli^efi 
not to sadden the minds of his fr 
with tho spootaole of hia ow 
sorrows until they wore ; 
down to tlio healthier tone o 
tion. Buoh was tho mood, aooording 
to tho letters, to whioh tho Viscount 
had at length brought himself j and he 
oonoluded by announoing hie speedy 
return to bis domain near ifontsins- 
bleau- These letters wore written from 
Italy: and about throe months after 
their arrival in France, the Visoount 
himself reappeared at Pontainblean.' I 
need hardly say that he was oordially 
weiooroed by my father, as well as by 
the Marohioness— or that he was de- 
lighted to observe bow hie beloved boy 
had thriven. He settled down once 
more at hit palatial mansion ) and the 
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Marohioneaa eurrondorod up fcho lithlo 
Alfred to tho paronbal protootion. 
Time pfianod on : tlio mind o^ t!m Vi^i- 
count uppoarod to have oomplotoly ro< 
oovoi'fld from its ulioolc ; end ovoa I ho 
mournfulnoQfl whioh had ciioooodod 
upon tho phaao of bittor aflliotilon wan 
yielding in itu turn to hap{)ior itidii- 
enoes. Tho friendohip botv/oon my 
father and hiraaolf oontiiiuod an warm 
aa ever; and aa you may oanily mip^ 
po00, the Vifloount waa a oonutanfc gucvit 
at tho Volney munaion. After an 
interval of betwoon throe and four 
years ainoo tho birth of tho Urat ohitd 
ray older aiafcor— an intorval whioh 
raudo my father apprehend that ho 
wag now doatinod to oontimio ohildtooH 
was born. Great wan tlio joy of my 
parontfl as I have boon iidormod ; uii!| 
though perhaps my father could have 
wished for an heir to hin name, ho who 
novertholosa filled with ontlnuiiiujlio 
happineag when oontomplatim^ Ida 
infant daughter. And )iow, my dear 
Zoo, I am about to touch upon tho aad- 
doat portion of my talo-*-that opmodo 
m last night's floriea of rovelatioiiM 
whioh hafl filled rao with ho miioh gnofl ' 
Olarlno again panned for a fow in- 
stantartho tears trickled from her ovod; 
and Lady Ootavian npoko in tho most 
soothing terms whioh her imagination 
ooiild auggest Madomoiscllo Volney 
presaed her friomre hand alTfJotiiMl- 
atoly^-wiped away her tours and 
purauod hor narrative in tho following 
torma 

" I was aoQcooly a yoiu- old wlion it 
frightful siispioion wnddoiily tioiziul 
upon my father. Oh iloaront Zoo' 
how 0011 I oontimio J-howoaii 1 puroiio 
a themo which Dhodn dinhoiioiir iipon 
my mother s name that mother winnn 
i have over thought of with love and 
roveronoo, although she perished ore 
Imprinted upon 
my mind I It la .a painful task whioh T 

have undertaken -and yet my soul 

y earns to make you tho confidant of ito 
florrow-8 1 1 will compoBo inyaolf BiiHloi. 
ontly to onable mo to prooood. Yob— 
ft frightful auspioion Htniolc athwart mv 
father 8 braip —and it w,m Bpoodlly 

love tho ViBootmt Dolorino iiottor than 
“ Alafl too^ well, donroat Olariuo i" ro- 

oa. , V But wftB lljore no pos^^^ pf 


error 'f might not your father ha\ 

ndfdifikon aome tivnisumt levity for ^ 
ovi(huioo of fi'idlt ?■' 

A\iv.\, no 1" rnplind Olariru), j 
ft vnioi) full of tint nurnl) inolanehol 
patlmr. : tim {o/idnuno wan in'ofdntibi 
— my father vvmi dinlionunred | 

Ills wife- — uinl (di, tlovt wife wau rn 

mother 1 Oun you oonooivo uTiy trofl 
(djory fio (hirk- -^aiul [)c»rfl(ly np’ blaoti 
fist Unit of vvliloh tho Vinoount it^olornj 
wart guilty ? Tlu) oxplonioa v/aw torrlfli 
-and iho ViHOiMud. /lod to avi)id tin 
vi'ngofmoo whioh rny half-fron^ 
sire vowful to wronk upon him, Ai 

for my mother — 

'‘What luiciimiMif lior V inquirot 
Zeo in fi hiilf huMhed voioo, an if foar, 
iugt*> [Mit (hn (|uefition ; fi)r 
had nuddoaly utopped nhnrt — tho tearii 
A'cro figaijf triuliliui{ down hor ohoeka 
“(uid her hemun wni hofiving with tho 
rtfvhf! tlmt inwardly ^‘oiiv ulmul it. 

My mulluu', cIh) uaidi m toiio 
that ivHrt fieunMdy audildo*— <* niy 

mothoi ahm I nho ronoivnd a uhook 

fio/u whijh rthe mwor reeovorod 1 
Overwludiiinfl willi tho Mouse of hop 
<nvn flogrfidathin, find (ff tho wreck 
whioh fdio hud wrought witlnogard to 
fi fond devoted huiiluuidhi happiuosa^ 
she died of a hrokon hmvi, I ■* 

Thoro win another Jon^ puuHo; and 
then (fiurino, after iniothi*r outhursbof 
j(rio/, omditnuid an ff>lhnvH 
'• Tho Visoount Uolormn had nut only 
proved JdmfKdf a bhiok traitor to tho 
named ties of frhjndHldp, but also a 
o<>vvanl. iliUiad dml to avoid tho duol 
to whi(di my inuoneor! father imrpoged 
to provoiro him, Yoa-^ - ho flml. Inavliw 

' '“"J lllfl 
nttio Allioil hiMu.iiu! oiioii tnui'd iudobtoil 
Ui ilHi jfiiid omi) Ilf tho Murdhioiipas, 

My fiitluir (timid tint. r.iidui'(i to rofunin: 
lit hill own inftuiiitiii •ilio Himtii} whoro' 
'“tol'iimiiH Imd iMicn fio (iruoil- 
hligiitiHl I Mo Hot (Hit for (fonio othe' 
Olimo, taltiiiK mo with Mm. MurttuorUi 
wcH my u W.1M iny father’, 

intoiition to ftrotKicd to Itajy-I know iib: 
w hot iPr with ony HottJml putpo 80 ~oi 
wliotlior he tlxod ul, nintlom upoa thal 
trniiH.alplno country, all plaooB In the 
world holng oiiualty thoHanio to him in 
the dOHoltttod oonditlon of hin honrt. W« 
travoraod iho AlpH hy o»By Btaceav for 
ftl every halllug-plaoo It iippoiirB that 
my_ poor father went wandering out 
nmidaUhoao (liugoroud glaoior-rogioDii, 
ftud that Botnotlmen hin ranabloB wei# 
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80 profcraofced it wao iou^rod that ho vvaij 
lost. Marguorifco woll I’omoruboni that 
journey : oho spoke of jit lust ovoniug in 
vivid language. 8ho ronoileots how wo 
wore nearly loot on the heigh tn of 
Mount St Bornard — and how the 

dogo of tho Hoopino, woro the in- 
atrumonts of our naivation. Slie liiccv 
wi^io boars in mind how we tarried 
several days at that Hospine, and in 
what cone taut terror nhe was ouMtainnd 
by the protraotod abnonoo of niy fafhor 
amidst those glaoier rogioati so wiih- 
limo, so terrible 1 We panned on into 
Italy: but inoload of lurrying thero^ 
as it first of all upiauired to lie my 
father’s intention, bo hurried on tho 
journey to Leghorn: there we took 
ship for MarsoiMea ; and from Marneiilos 
wo travelled straight huek to the 
mansion near Foutaiuobluuu. d'ljoro 
my father settled down again, afier 
an absenoo of about four montim ; 
-and I wan too young at the time to 
roooive any lasting iinpreMsior'n of tlie 
journey. Never, my dear until 

last night was I aware that these oyos 
of mine had gav.ed upon tho Alps, or 
that I had ever passed Ix^yond the 
froufcior of IVanoo, I must observe 
that in ooiisoquenoe of the soandal 
oxoitiod by tho Vhmount Uolroineki in- 
famy in tho noighbourlujod of ]?ontaine* 
bloau, his respootablo relative tho 
Maroluoneas quitted hor manniou, taking 
the boy Alfred with her; and sho 
proooodod to another estate whieh she 
had in tho wotitorn fiart of Franco, Yours 
then puBHod away.** 

Years pawHod away/' said Zot), 
mournfully and mcolmnionlly repeating 
01arino*fl words ; •* and you, my sweet 
friend/ wore brought up in ignoranoe 
of all that had taken place ? *' 

^<Yo 0 /’ responded tho young lady, — 
^Mn total ignoraneo I Never was the 
veil lifted from my oyes until last night. 
Oh I X am no longer at a Ions to 
oomprohond wiuu'oforo rny father wa« 
so impatient, or else so ailliotod, 
whenever in tho imiooenoo of girlhood 
I spoke of my mother. AlasI what 
pangs muat I have oxoitod in his breast I 
—and heaven knows how unoonaoioualy 
on my part I My heart woopa bitter tears 
as I think of it --and like wise because, 
my dear Zoo, it is shooking to bo unable 
to look back with rospnefc and with 
veneration towards tho memory of a 
mother t Yob— and I now oomprohomi 
likewise/^ oontinuod Olarine, her voice 


sinking ao low tho^t it would have been 
inaudible wore it not for the naturally 
Injrinonsoua olearnosB of its tones,— 
** I oomprohond likowiao what dreadful 
fchouglit must nometimea be uppermost 
— perhaps ever uppermost in the mind 
of my father ! Zoo, doiireflt friend/* 
Mk\ed tho unhappy Olarine, with a 
utrnng convulsing shiiddor, and fixing 
haggard looks upon Lady Ootavian'a 
(u)un(,enunoo, ** I now eompreluuid— my 
(lod I I comprehend that he doubts 
wh other I am hie own child I ** 

With those words, Olarino threw her- 
Btdf upon Zoo’s bosom and wept bitterly. 
Her own bosom was torn and rant with 
ouavnlsing soba : — for soine tninutes she 
appoiired ati if totally unsusceptible of 
solace. Zoo lavished sisterly oaresses 
her— but she spoke no word: 
languagf» itself were a rnookery if seized 
upf>ii as a resource to convoy consolation 
under cuch oiroumNtanooH, But there 
is no liunmn anguish oo profound that it 
docs not oxpeiul itself : and thus was 
it at length with tho grief of tho un- 
forturmto Olarino. 

“ Lot juo luiHtou, dear Zoo/’ she said, 

to bring my unhappy narrative to a 
cunclusiou, But it is about to take a 
ntrango loap-^und you will at flrat 
mavvol how I am in a oonditiou to tell 
you that v/hieh I am about to oommunU 
oatfi. NevorthotoHC, it is the truth— it 
id no idle dream— no phantasy of the 
fervid imagination ! I am about to speak 
of tho March ionosM and of Dolbrme*s son 
Alfred, Years pasHod away after tho 
tciTific explosion near Fontainebleau; 
and Alfred Delorme grow up under the 
idfootionato oaro of hij excellent relative. 
Moanwhilo no tidings had been received 
from his father. The Marohionosa hud 
thoreforo long deemed the Viscount 
(load : but it was neoessary that Alfred 
Delorme Hhould reaoh his twenty first 
year before legal proooodlngc could be 
taken to establish his claim to the title 
and estates of his father. It appears 
that at tho very time ho attained hie 
majority, some report of a marvollouB 
and singular nature relative to the 
late Vifloouut reached the oars of the 
Marohioacfls. It was a statement of 
such a kind that though it seemed 
Bcaroely orediblo, she was resolved to 
sift it to the very bottom, Though 
stricken in yoaro'-'^indeed bordecltig 
upon flixty- — she resolved for Alfred's 
Baku to take this step. 1 am now 
speaking of a date between aix and 
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Hovoii youi'u buok> Tlio iViuruliioiioHUi 
in onufioqiionoo of Uio intolligunoo Ut 
wliioh I lidvo jtifib I'ufumHlt rcuolvud bo 
undnrtalto n jonrnoy into Hwit/.uiiniul. 
Alfred Dolortuo wont, with lior. In duo 
tiino tlioy rouohocl fclui lloupioo of Mount 
8t. IJoi’imrd ; for this wuh thoir 
doBtiuatiuii, 'J'horo blin Mtn'oliioniviH 
iustjifcubnd tlio ioquiriuH for widoli |)ui" 
poBO uho had dtirnd n journoyno poriloiio, 
and 80 trying for ono of lior ycmni. 
Tho intoliigonoo alio had roonivial in 
Frouoo was ooniplotoly oorroot: tho 
fatooftho ViHOonnIi Dolorino wan idourod 
up'-it ooftBod to ho a inyatory ! ” 

"And tliat fata f ” iiaid f'joi, withn 
half huahod voioc of ttuujinn ''0 ; for oho 
oxporionoed tliu livolieat intoioiit in tho 
nnrrativo to which bIio waa liatoning. 

“It appoatH," (soiitiiMiod Oliiriai', 
"that when tho ViHoount Delorme Hod 
from I'ontainclilonu in ordor to avoid 
my fathor'n vangoaino, he wan altoiKiotl 
by only ono domoiiti<).~a faithful valol 
who^ had boon for hoiiio time in Ida 
florvioo. Having hoforo boon in Italy, 
tho Viaoount dotorminod to return to 
that oountry. On arriving at (ho 
village of Martiguy in tho valley wliieb 
is overlooked by the towering heiglita 
of Mount 8t. Uornard, tho vaiot waa 
taken dangoroualy ill; and whether it 
were through an ungrateful reoktoBn- 
neea (or tho inan’a Udelily- .oi' whether 
it were for any other roaeon, I oannot 
tell yon ; but eertidn it iti that tlio Vie- 
eount Delorine loft him there ninidet 
Btrangera, bhlding him follow on to 
NaploB »f iie ahouid happen to roeovor, 
tho valet did roeover after a long ami 
painful illneaB ; and hi! prooeedod to 
Napleti, Hut there lie oould hear no 
fctdmgBof bin luaotor. He returned to 
in^noe-ropairod to h’ontainebiouu- 
^onoe to the eetato to whieli the 
Mai’ohionoBfl had roinovod—but atill 
without learning aught of the Vittoount 
Delorme Ho therefore engaged hlm- 
Belf in tho eorvioo of another familv, 
and many yeara Hion paaaed awny. 
At length- about aovori yeara ago~ 
thiB valet waa I,, the aorvloo of a 
family who proponed to viait awilzor- 
land, and thenoo paaa Into Italy. A 

8t. Bernard. Ihoy arrived in aafoty 
«t the Hoapiuo, whore they wore 
received with the welcome whioh the 
good monka of that Alpine aaylnni arc 
aooiiatomod to ahow to all travoJlera 


Thero ii( a muiJouni oi oHrioiitid 
at the Hospieo, moefc of them bciu 
tho iomI rnoinoriHiH of tho porUh^* 
oiion wht)Ho oorpNOH liuvo boen ^ 
flifTcroiit tiinoH fouihl Amidat tki 

niiowH of (iIk^ nuKintiviiui. 
oiiriuHitioH, iunmoriHlH, and rtdioo weii 
dinpluyod tn Mio bmiily wiMi 
tlio vfUot wtm trovolling ; nnil lio lijm 
Holf lilunviwo imw tlioin. Amongi 
thoin [mi nuu)^iiiHod n poonliur rim 

wliiuli hml holon^od to tho VitioouD 

Doloinio. quoidiionod tho rnouk 
on tho Niil)j(Hit ; and it Jifiponrodj oi 

roforonoo to tlio (uitiiiogno, tlmt ^thl 
logoi iior with other VHlimliloi 
worn found upon tlio oorp«o o( 
gontioniun novond yonr« buok. Tt 
oorpno, though ooniplotoly protiorve- 
Ht tlio timo, novortholoHH ftlTorcIc 
indiontionn of having l>oon for oor 
Hidoralilo iK'riod provioun Lo ito di( 
oovnry -porhupH two or throo yeara-* 
oaibodded in Mio nnow drift whoro I 
Wfui ovontnally found. Tlioro wore ii 
pH[)orn nhoiit tho poreon of tlio iir 
fortunalo Indtvjdiud to uliow wlio li 
Wfui : but ii(» hft(i Hovorid artioleu q 
jowollory and n eonaidornble inim o 
inonoy in liii^ [lomuannon. U being k\ 
pouHiblo to oatAblifcfb bin indontltj 
tho property thuH found upon Idin m 
roridorod nvuilnble for tho fundu o 
tho Ht. Homei'd (uitubjiidunent, liooord 
ing to tho lawH ,d tlio Oanton, b^or i 
long tinio the oorpwo waa loft oxfiosoi 
iu thi* tloiid.houHo, in tho luipn thfl 
nonio piMoung truvoMor might ohiuiuo t 
nujognino it ; (or the dofuJ uro profforv 
od for miiny yearij in a lifodiku «Uli 
of fruHlinoHu in tliut Alpinu region, JUu 
ut length the ronuiinn were interred 
fmda« for tliu jowoln, uU had boei 
eonverted into money with the ox 
eojition of tlmt one ring^ whioii wd 
kept foi a iiioAim of Alfurding nomo olm 
for aeoident to dovolupo towards thi 
idontineatjon of the doooaeod* It wfli 
tIuH report whioh tho vaiot on hi» rc 
turn to hVanoo, nonvoyed to tho m\ 
of tho Mai’uldoneaa ; and it was in oou 
Hoquoneo thereof that eho at onoi 
umlortook that a long and porilom 
jouruoy, in oompuny with AUrod De 
lanuOj t<) auoortaiu for thoir own oio 
lamiholy Hatiafuction tho truth of tbi 
defcailw whioh had thus reached them I' 
" How wildly Bingular Ifl thla tola I' 
auM Zoo : - ii, j., fmi marvel oi 

romaimt. Well hoa the poet bhuI tlinl 
iruih la atrarigcr than flotiou I" 
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Olanne aiiid liotUing : but again olio 
buried her oountorianoe in hor korohiof 
and for oeyeral miriut(io appoaiod lo bo 
the prey of oraotionn whioli Lady 
Oobavian Meredith oonoidorod ao too 
profoundly oaored to bo intruded upon 
by farther quoRtioning. 


OilAPTER (JHU 


Tlllfl SOLEMN INJUNOTiON- 

THIH ladiefl proflonfcly rotraned tlioir 
way towarda the Oludoau, Olarino had 
now become more calm ; indeod alu) waa 
evidently doing her hoot to oomj)()fie her 
foolinga and tranqnilli /,0 lier oountoa- 
anoo, in oaao aho aboald nioefc lior father. 
Zoo oonflideratoly avoided ii retnrn 
the topic of the pvavioiiH ounvoiHation : 
for eho uadoictood full well whmefnro 
Madomoisollo Volnoy wau thuti eiuloa- 
vouring to oonquor hor foelingn—or at 
loaat to asBumo an outward uoronity ; 
and hor amiable Engliah friend would 
not willingly dinturb hor in tlmt 
attempt* Zoo thoroforo dieoournod 
upon general eubjootH, an they Hlowly 
wondod thoir way hack to tlie old 
Ohatoant but Olarino only anaworod in 
a few worde -HomotimoB in more mon 
ayllabloe she was (bjoply pronuonpiod* 
When the Ohiitoau Wiui luaoiiod, iho 
ladies eoparatod to thoir ohambora for 
the purpoHO of putting olf their walk* 
ing apparel; and Zoo had now inoro 
leisure to roOoob upon all that who had 
so rooontly hoard* It was indcciil, na 
she herself had exprossod it, talc of 
wildest romanoo: and woll— too well 
dtd ifc.aooounb for M, Volnoy ’« aombro 
moods, for hia lovo of aelfdaolution, 
and for those long solitary walka which 
he was in the habit of taking, aw If 
thereby courting opportunlfcioB to bo 
as much alone as poasiblo with tile 
own thoughts. But there wan ono thing 
which bowlldorod Lady Oofcavian 
Meredith, She could nob possibly oon- 
oelvo for what motive Murguoriio had 
made such painful revelation to Olarine 
Volnoy. The old French woman had 
the air of a person poasessed of gener- 
ous feolinga—her kindnoaa towardu 
Olarine had been the eubjoot of the 
young lady’s grateful unlogy ; biitZuo 
oould only regard that lifting of tlie 
veil from the mystorieu of the pastas 
ft moat uutieoeasary piooo of oruolty 


on obi Murguorito'rt tddo. Whotoloi 
so I’luloly awaken a duoghtor fnum 
(Iruain in whidh nhe liad tangiit 
to love and i’oa[mot lior rnothor's nii 
iiior.v ? — whoroforo [iroatbn in the oar 
fho tale of that mother^a gniit f --whor^ 
foro dice no bant bnr of tho viainn whiol 
IumI ho innooont iLud in nnoh hwos 
niinl onidldoiua) <l(dineaied a haiu a 
enuiroliiig a nuitber’a natne 
why ((di, eruolleat tintibil of fill!) 
p Inn go a dagger oo decqdy into (llariiiB' 
heart by (he hiileone iiitelllgonc 
tiiat ho vviioiu abn hail looked \ip(m a 
hor fallior, entertaliied a horritl 
doubt an to bin right of paternity ? 

in tluM ohaiirud llowed tlu! rellnolioi 
of Liidy Ontavian Meredith ; iott he 
nurrnineM oonid furriiah no poRsibli 
nolutioTi for obi i\larguoritu‘n oondnol 
She wjiM loath fo eomo to the eoriolusiof 
that it wan a wanton ant of nniollj 
or iiKionHiiiei'utoinaai (eiproiiiily as fl| 
Margueriio'n lui tojcdcuit a appniirei 
from what Zm Imd that ilay hnanl, t( 
be ohanmUHaV.ad by lldality and fdfee 
tion towardn tlio family whom ahi 
tiorvod, iu\ wall aa by general pnidcnoi 
and dheetioin ilad 1 Im» ohl womoii 
tlioroforn, Nome Npecdul motive 7— -wiij 
hor oomliiet liaaoil upon good groiiiukl 

Z(K) wan hewilderod what totljink< 

Him repaired to the d('awing-nu)^ 
— where aim found (Marini) Mealed in a 
ponaive mood at the window; atui 
thinicifig to anilviin her, i.ady (Jcf avkii 
proponeiJ t(» jday upon tin/ now plana 
Then (JIarinu luirat into toara. 

** lie wiiC) «o kimily gavii jue that 
piano yoatorday/' aaid llu> alHictctl 
young lady, doubtpi whether I ara 
really Ida daughter I Ami yet hoff 
goueroua of him thus to nduhilm' unlo 
my whimn and oapriuua I A thought 
occur rod to mo yea turd ay -and it vvsi 
fur tho drat time in my life— that Uie 
oonduot oi my father — — fm’ by 

aaiuo muHl 1 over call him 

boon doilolent In the teudernofla ol 
ailceWoii which a parotit ehowa towerdi 
ft uhlld But Ui)w, after all I learnt laet 
night, I ought to wonder that ho has 
over chown mo any love or kinUnow 
ftt all I Oh, my vlour Zoo, with theij 
dreadful ideas that are now flotttingiii 
my brain, I feel as if I mynolf were 
utterly, utterly unworthy of all regard 
“ftll kindness on my fatiier's partT* 

** Hpoftk not thuH, dear (JIarirm/* said 
Lady Ootftvian, •* yon nro not roi* 
potislblo for your mofchcr^H frailty 





You must oon<iuor your in. 

deed iudoftd you nnuitl You do nnl. 
^iflliVour futluT U> poinnivM Miuf- ilioro 
is nbiaii/rn or unufoml v/iiU 

you; nud 'uloptin/.^ ihn 

very oourflo wUlnh may InUiay bo Idm 
thab your knovv)ml|,u> of to <liiy in far 
differonfc from your knovvlodij^o of ymu 
tordayT’ 

Tho amiablo Zon oonlimuMl (n nuuum 
in tbia mannor. tuul to |dvo linr frit>iHl 
Olarlno tho bout pnfudbb^ advims Sbo 
oven buiuood h«r to nit down mid 
praotiHO at ibo now picon* tmt 
(jbo unhappy Madi^niniuolln Vnlnay. 
(ihough (iniuf^ luu’ hoHi to aaannh) a 
tranquil oxtioior, novortboUuiu hiMum’d 
Qfl It aim had nuudvod a blow from 
wliioh flho would imvnr rimoviM-. 

Dnriiqi; tho dinimr-iinin Zo;^ wmi in a 
continuouH apprfdmmuon b'ut Volnt^y 
ebould notion tho froquonl^ rnoudH of 
promooupailoti and almtrnntio’i into 
wbioh Olariuo foil : but forttmafidy 
ho did nob-’— ()V if no, ho ap* 
poarod nob to Im oonaoioun of ilm 
oiroumHtanoo* ilo robirod na mnud tii 
his abudy H(u>n aflor diniuo’ : tho two 
ladloa pasHod iho ovonin^ tni^pdlmr; mid 
though Lady Ontavi oi oxortrd In r- 
solt tu hor utnioHb to oln'or <5buiiip*n 
splrita, tho Jibtoinpb waa ovidontly 
inoffootuai: for wlion Olurim^ forood 
horsolf to aruilo, it wm in ho aiidvly a 
mannor that tin* unhappy younn 
lady*fl ouinitonanoo appiMund to n’lionb 
all tho auguiah tt( a broaking hoarb 

An fcho ovmdng doopmunL and tho 
usual hour of Hopuraiion waa divivvlnf' 
nlfib, Zoo'H luuiabtn atnl nonaidju'iito 
dispOBiiion Hi^i^goHlod an idoa, wbialii 
flho (lattured horatdfi wouM In* fraught 
with floliuKJ to hor Hidb^rifig friond 

My doar Oiarino, tdm a iid. '‘yn i 
are in nuoh a framo of mind that 1 do 
not likft to loavM you by youraoli for 
so many loug» Iotih bourn. 'I'horo la 
nlwayn uounobiUort In ilm nompaiiiou* 
ship of friundahip : nudor mo to piiH»i tho 
night with yoti V 

Sudden wuH tho Htarti am] for, an 
inslianb aiogular and uuaooouut ihlo 
was Iho look, with whbdi Ularino nv 
oejvod that kindly moant propuHitlon j 
then tho noxt momiuit winding hwr 
fltrae about Zu0*« mmk. nhn murmurtul. 
'^Nfo my dour friend I Think urn not 
ungratoful-’-lbink nob that I fail to 
appreoiato your goneroua klmliuHS : 
but lb will bo hotter for me lo b'r aluno 
with my own though to aommuno 


with niyunlf— and to. atudy well th 
pathway wliioli I have honuoforfch ti 

juii'tiiio 

" I l.iwciwli you, Olurino,” poi'sjlatet 
'/i>w, ■' It) I'mtil. 1110 luy roqiioBfc, Tlii 
uij;lil, ill (.(loomv— tlio woiithor hat 
oliiingnl liiiiiio (.lio inortiin|j —the wind 
in iiiouiiinn rouiid aiul tlirouRli tho ofd 
Cliulotiu ; uml when tlio mind ie 
otloiinutml Horrowfiil tiioujijhtH- — 

“ Oil, I ^ liiivo no iiiiporntitiouE 
torroni 1" I'juouliitod ()liii'iiiu quiokly 
“ A thoiimuid thiinlcH, my dear fdond, 
fur yiiui' kindiioH(i-ii tlioiiiiand fliankB ! 

I will pann tlio night alone- — 

Aiul porliiipa to morrow— -to-morrow," 
alio I'opontod, with a einsularly 
anniiisliod and ahalraotod look, “ I ahall 
lin tiKiro roHianod— I ahail he all fcho 
hotter proparod to moot my iiad, Had 
doiitiiiy I" 

l''ur on iiintinit it atruok Zoo that 
tlioro wall lumintliiiig pooiiliar— Homo* 
thiiig uiiiiaturul or at all ovoiitfl inoom* 
pri'luMiBihly myotorioiiH in Olariiio’s 
Ionic find iiiaimor, an well aft in her 
tuiio: lint will'll Madoiiutinollo Volnoy 
had oinliinood hor and liiuriod forth 
fiom tho mniitmont, Lady Ootavian 
lliou}';hl' within lioniclf, “ Kj (j^q 
hiltnrni'Hi of iior ullliotinn whioh 
r 'lidciH hor thim iitniiigo Alaal grJoi 
iloi'ti iiulood at timoa prodiino oooontrlo 
ahori'iiUona of tho ronHon: and pool 
(ilaiiinil iilio liuH not tho Hiimo forth 
tudo ail iiiyaolf in yioldhig to that 
wlitoh hIio no {litooiiNly (loHoribod aa a 
Hull, Had deal illy I" 

" Oil nuittlng Zoo, Olarlno proceed* 
I'd iia iiHiial to M. V'olnoy’H atudy, to 
impriufc fchu wonted kian upon hie brow 
and rocuivo that nightly benodlotion 
whioh ho novor failed to givo, Ohl 
how tumultuoualy did poor Olarino’s 
heart boat as aho approaohod that 
ntndy dnor I — with what a aonao , of 
iiMgMlBh did aho atop to proaa hqif 
hntida againat hor heaving bosom, aa 
if alio could thoroby ailonoe the 
palpitations of that hoart of lior's 1-^ 
how painfully for a fow Instants did 
aho And lioraelf oompelled to lean 
againat tho wall for aupporfc. But it 
aoinetimos happona at all the very orlsls 
of tho most fcorturibg ordoai protor* 
natural fortitude suddonly solsos upon 
those who are to go through it,— nerv- 
ing thorn with tho rcquiaile amount of 
oourogo- Arid thus waa it now with 
OUrino. Sho rogaiaDcl a deKrq«!,,of 
outward oomposure , wbioh astpriliil^ridi. 
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aorsolf; and tbo uoxt inniaiii nho nfcood 
in hor father'a preeDnoe. 

Sit down, OlaFino.*’ said M. Voln(\Y 
** I would flpoaU to you a few worda/* 

Tortunate for hor wan it that hia 
ooimtenanoe waa half averted, and that 
he completely shaded his eyes with hio 
hand as he thus apoke; for if ho hud 
only happened to f^lanoo towanla hor at 
the instant, he would have soon that all 
her oompoanro su ddenly vanishodj and 
that she sank upon the scat an j| over* 
come by a mortal terror. 

Olarino/^ oontiiuiod M. Voinoy, 
have lon(^ wished to spoak to you on a 
particular eubjeot; and the few words 
which paflflod between uh yostnrdir , 
more than ever iinpreosod mo with the 
neoesaity of so doinij;. Yon ru-o that t 
am awakening to a bdiibo of your lonely 
position, shut out an are Irom that 
society in which at your ago it is 
natural you should doniro to mix - and 
indeed in whih you ou{flU to mix, Yos 
my poor child 1 1 will honoo forth en- 
deavour to oonaider you more and my- 
self loss than I haye hitherto done, You 
will not always have Lady Ootavian 
Meredith with you: I duro say that oho 
will soon beoomo wearied of this inono- 

toaoua mode of life 

‘*On tho contrary, my dear father/' 
Olarlne ventured softly to observe i 
'<Lady Ootavian loves thla oeoltiuion 
where she has found a homo. As for 
myself 

I know that you are a good and 
obedient girl Intorniptnd M Volnoy 
.somewhat hastily: “and it ie that 
which " 

But ho suddenly stopped short, ^his 
oountonanoo, still averted, his oyoe still 
shaded by his hand, A deep but In- 
audible sigh slowly convulsed Olarino's 
bosom : for she comprehended only too 
well how her father would have finished 
his aontonoo if ho had not caught back 
the words which had involuntarily risen 
to his lips. He would have said, js 
thia that makes mo show you whatao* 
ever love and kindness you have ever 
known on my part I’* 

“ Yea— you are a good and dutiful 
* ^1' continued M, Volnoy after a pause: 
and still he seemed as if ho dared not 
turn his eyes towards Olarine, “ And 
now listen to me attentively ; listen also 
with that complying and obedient 
spirit which you have ever niftnifoated 
tQ^jttdB me. I said yeatorday that wo 
W4 novtal that I am advanced in yoara, 


and that in tlui onliriary (loiirg# 
natni'o i»y tiitm mnat noon nomo. i 
ilioii too tlioi-o aro (looiilontij j 
oaaiialtioa— and it may likoiviHo | 
Oliu'ino/’ hn oontiniiod, Mpoakiiig jn j 
joiiitod Hoiitonooo, an if Im worn ro« 
tniioli moved inwardly, tlioiiKh hig yp, 
wan oold,™ . * and tbon too, (Jlariiic, 
may ontnr into my iilunn to Bond vi 
wlioro yon may min|,d(i in that sooio 
wlmro you ought to tuovo — 

" But my dear father " 

*' Do not interrii[it toe," he gal 
waving liin hand Homewhat impationti 
and then rephieing tliat mimo hand I 
fore Ilia eyen to ahade them again : «t)' 
liaten in Biloneo. The injnnotion I a 
about lo give you la one vitally nooo 
oary and yet I eunnnt explain t| 
roMflona— nor mmit yon over aeek 
know them. It in true Ihataeoidoi 
may nomo day waft them to your oni 

and if ko But no matter I Linton I 

Illy uijunetioii I You cannot alwayn r. 
main a prlaonnr in this idd Ohatimi 
Olarine ; nooner or later you will uo ii 
to the groat wor'd -and there you wi 
mingle amiilnt tlie hmty tlirong, ' Let m 
hope, too, that yniir hand will heaouuli 
in marriage by Home eligilde unitor: fo 
I have already told yon, Olarine, tlin 
yon will be rioli at niy deatli. Woo 
not— weep not, my poor girl i” 

l.'luiH Hpealting, M, Volnoy roHe hikI 
doiily from tiiii oliair | and itritHniiig hi 
lipH to (Jhirino'i) forehead, ho Hinoothut 
down her hair for a few momentfi will 
Ilia hand. Ifo then roHuineii bin aeat,— 
aliadliig Ills oouuteiianeo aa Imfore. 

" Lot mo haHtOM," he Hiiid, • to eon 
elude thio Hoetio, and to Hiieeify tin 
injuiiotion towardH whleh I am loin 
in oomiiig. Ii in Olarine -.ihBl 

there m one pernoii in tlm w.irhl winmi 
you miiat never aulfer to approaoh you*- 
one porBoti with whom im friendly wordn 
miiHt over he uxelinngod liy yonr lipn; 
and if you felt that your Inmrt oould 
poHflihly love this one to wliom I aliudo, 
pluok that heart out of you — kill your- 
Bolfuootior — ‘ 

A ory thrilled from Olarino’n ling; 

thn'l'oiT? "tftrtod up from hia soul; ond 
the aflliotod young lady oxolaimod "0 
father! father!" 

" nao Olerino I I have been too 

abrupt-too vehement likowiao t I hove 
made use of lang.aiuo whioli is Indeed 
but too well oalouhiiod In atartlo and 
horrify you, Inoomprohonslblo as it mual 
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Again M* Volnoy patt«od lii« hand 
oarofli5iinj?^ly ovor hot* Imir : and in a 
tremulous voioo ho naid, C'ouraj'o, 
01 anno-“'-oourngo for ordy a fow niornontH! 
Boar wiih mo - Iiavo paUonoo ! 'riiin in 
a a none whioh in non ohm ary notn — I mi 
whioli aeod novor ho ronowod 1’' 

Again did Ihi roinrn to Inn noiit; and 
again did ho nh/ido Iriu oountouanoo wU h 
hifl hamh 

It in poBwihlo, (JIaririo/' ho oonti- 
nuod, “that nooiior or la(-f)r in tlio groat 
world you may moot/ an individual bear- 
ing tho natno ot the Viaooimli Dolormo,” 
Olanno gaapod with ungrijali; hut no 
audiblo HOund oarno from bnr lipn — yoi 
hor faoo wa'iof a doal-hdiko pallor 

fcbiaman/' ooui inund M, Volnoy, 
perfooUy uunoniinioufl tliat < ‘larinn bad 
exhibiiod any fr(3fiU pavoxyam of nmn- 
Mon,— it ia ilua tnim whom you munt 
avoid an if bo Wi>rn fi morhd ononiy. tf 
I bo living when you aiiould tlnia bitp[)on 
to moot him,— ouppoai?ig you ovor do 
moot — rooolloot that it Wimld fill my (m[> 
with miner V io over Ho wing if you vvohj 
to (liflohoy mo: artd if I ho dead, aay to 
youniolt that oven from tho tomb iiaalf 
tho Hpirit voioo of him who had ohorinli- 
ed you pivuilaivna tho oxiatmuH^ of an 
eternal gulf betwoon youruolf and that 
0amo ViMooufd; Dolormo T' 

Having fchua upulctm, M. Volnoy ro- 
mainod for nnno than a tninu in with bin 
looka avortod and hiu hainl ahmliug hia 
oouufcoiianao, 'rinn gave Olarino Joiauro 
to oompoHo her own agonized feeliuga 
aomowluit; and it wan onoo more with 
a profcornatural fortitude, aatoniabing 
oven horaolf, tluit rdu) bn eamo avmml. 

**And now good night, (Jlarine — gotnl 
night, my dear girl V* uaid M. Volnoy, 
at length viaing from hia neat, and oiufo 
more imprinting u kiaa upon tho young 
lady'H fovohoad, 

•‘Q(M)d vught, dimront father,** oho 
murmured : and tl;o next inornonfc tho 
door oloRod holuml her, 

Hho npod up to hor own ohambor™ 
ehe throw horaolf upon her knooH— aho 
buried hor eountonanoo with the hod» 
ding : eho wept and aobbod oonvulaivoly* 
She oalled upon God to atrengthon 
her; aho gave wont to low hut paeaio- 
nateiy uttero<l worda of agony. It waa 
flad— ^it was aad indeed, to think that 
one of her ogo, in tho bloom of Snoipient 
womanhood, when tho world ought to bo 
atretohing like a lovely garden full of 
flowora before her viaiou.— Oh l it was 
«ad that Bho flUould exporlonoo »uoh 
0^.17 
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iittor doBolation of tho heart. And yo 
it wan no. Aka poor Olarinc I 

But wo mmit now roturu to Lad; 
Oetaviiui Moreditli. Little auspootini 
wluifc wan paaeing hetweon Clarhio am 
hor father, Zoo had retired to her owj 
nliandujr. 8ho folt not tho slightest in 
olinatioii to rotiro to rest ; and she dis 
mieeod her maid for tho night withou 
hogimiing to disapparol heraolf, Shi 
sato down to refloofc on all «lm had hoan 
that day : abo waH mournful on he 
frio!ul Olarino’a aooount; and th 
thought of the sorrows of anotho 
(iharponod instead of mitigated tho re 
uollootion of hor own. Tho wind wai 
moaning dismally without; and theai 
soumlij wnro by no moamj naloulated t( 
ehoor Liuly ()otavian*a tpirik. Share 
momberod tho oireumBtanoos whioh fo: 
two oouseoutive nights had alarmed ho 
wlum orfimnng tho passage; and sk 
oould not posnlbly reprosu the ooU 
ah ml dm* of a s u pore ti lions a wo. 

Nearly halhaii-liour had olapBod sinoi 
Zoo eonghli hor ohambor — and aho wai 
still Hoatod at hor toilot- table withou 
onmmonoing the olighteHt pvoparatipi 
for rotiritig to rent, Slio was falling int< 
a dooper and deeper revorio, — in whiol 
all that oonoornod liersolf, all that con 
oornod Olarino, ae well as tho logom 
uttiKihrul to tho Ohatoau, were hlondod- 
yot in no ounfuecd ami inoomprehonalbl 
jumble. Presently the idea gradually 
began to Bteai into Lady Ootavlan* 
mind that atrange Hounds were boin, 
wafted to her oar, — sounds that wor 
diatinot from tho dull dismal moaninj 
of tho wind— Houude which no outran 
of air in its gush through tho passag 
oould possibly oreato. A fooling of torro 
oropt over Lady Ootavian : she listono 
with (mopouded breath, Tho sound 
wore like tho oontInuouH moaning of 

human voio(3, now swolling into 

louder strain of agony— thou sinking jr 
to tho lowofltJ ami most plaintive wall 
What oould it bei^ She thought c 
Olarino, But no’-itnpoasiblo I The few 
ohambora wore separated by the o) 
oUapol, or oratory; and no notes c 
sorrow sounding in Olariao*s room ooul 
be hoard by Zoo in her own, Thei 
what was it 1 She was now so exoite 
by alarm th it hor feollngo grew almo* 
desperate: Rho oould not endure ibi 
hurrihlo ataP.w)f i usponse. 

Starting u I? from her seat, Zoo seize 
the (apor and was about (o open the dcu 



130 


THE MYS'rEElli^H 


in fchfl hasty violonoo of hor oxnitod fool- Tt v/an with a foidiioy horde, 
ings, when aho auddonly roo()llo(iiod tliat ruipiM'dl if ion/j rMuit /^o.^ ^'neloljp 

it would not ho no v/oll to ahinu otliom forth luvr fu'ii-.i \-<> pot m'hio Hio 
who woro in iho liouHO. v/ns natu- in or, f/o- In oof (m* i )to onu ory, A linn-ni 

rally oouragoona, and thoroftjro oou' wn.fj v/oM /n^h hiii';i(ifo/ iK oo ht,^ jjn 
aidorato. 8 ho ofKUiod tho door with tho v/hon nh a I udodd v/lou'. e|ipiv;r,>,| f.,, |jJ‘ 
utmost gGntlunos:^ - and IooIclmI fortli in- r-onplo of i j».ll rhu k liyuri'M a ndin/i jujj 
to fcho passage^ II; woui niituml tliat hor within: hot a iHiaoin! e-huusa ahfiv, mi li,, 
glances ehoulfl ho tromhlingly and i.diud' lhat thi y warn i wo jM'ito (d uroioii 

deringly caat in that dinxd.jon wlioio ntandiog npri/dit iMio Mod i> inin.r 

she had twice eooii — or at liouit Janoiod in prrijiMidionlar piniiloM end hutj 
she had soon the figure that Imd (\o niutdi loivini^ n life like *i( im >20000 
akrmod her : hut now nho lioliold noth, piuioplifu; ‘,v(>ro iri i>vfM v' la.oii fo' p, rf«o| 
ing. She advanced, koadiiur noiaolr^'nly, Th.o vi/.nni <h' elm ft(>}on'l‘, \', ori' (>hi]'ffU 
and stopping at every iiuitant to liateri, ho Mint it ua:i Moiy io fan > v I hn 
Sho ooiild now diMtinguinlMnorrMlmtiiini- winuora \-;n'o within ilidao rn ateo 
ly than at firct lht)(io anundn which had nnil.i, Thn iu lniri;! ffiu^ v;> r. j;nrnHuint 
brought hor forth from her (duimhoi', cd wiflt plit/Ofni ; end fh. ro v/e:, tioiao 
Moaning and plaintive wore thoy--n<Mv Murjp ojoinnua and awndiMpdriin" irj tin 
oonfcinuouo and piolongod— then dying nn>(mnlrna idtitmh^ rd (hn,.: , ,;n,;op|ipfl 
away— then gnulually riaiip' again, or Indeud lor an i))!,ianf Zon f niM •imroah 
else auddonly springing up iV(un ailonao, divciit Ixuvadf of the Ub ., il,. ; I hoy woiitl 
Tbo idea that it wan a human voice grew oitht^r jidva)\i'fi f(Hv^u'd!i lo r, nr tlnitr 
fftiu ter and faint iO’ in tlio ndnd of L;uly voiee vvnnhl niMorto fj,un liMidfui Mif 
Ootaviai) Morodiili : hut etill uhe wan luurrHl avr.nia ylen n. thr 1 rlnnd * ’ 
utterly at a io(»i to (jornprelu-nd v/hnt thn 

eourooorctturoof thososoiindamighthm .Siinedily vutmvt^vm^ Iwv coif pn;NH>a, 

fiion I'iidy Oidi.vdan i\if'VcolinMf pjnv’inoht'd 
till) imiti- id annour, lunl inaprido,] th'Jin. 
Hho eodoavcnnVMl to lif, our, oi tho 

oIofMul vizora ; hut it rn iafod fho foroo 
oi hm*d(die;ite hand, dunhf jt'f^o hrnnium 
tho neile funning the iivnf?i on wldeliit 
moved, wern {lOiMphdi ly nndi’rl in tlioir 
noftirig;(. '{’urninp avoiy from f hern pano. 
piirn. 7 ,oi) /idvanoed fnrifior iiilfi iho 
idiapeh It here nil thn oviohnuavi of 
ne/(ietit : ilie walln worn eovorod vdtli 
dump- the tall, nlondor, mniipfurd 
nhufld whioh nmdainnd tlm pninfMj roof, 
were gnufn with mihjmv. Nnuui of Ha! 
windoiva were tnfnlly tU imi^nl in 
and UniMvind mvept f.hrmig,h fhonu /\t 
tho fat Idler OKlremity 21.0 erinui 

placed in a gallnry ; l>nt tho yulh.w rend' 

Ufco arr/mgemeiit of the frontap.) vran «o 
dingy with eoiloelcd diiat, ajul pmluiiiit 
With damp llkowiae^ tliat tini nij,i;uml 
yivfdnoufi of (lolouring emihi no hjiuniif 
he duKHinuid, A dih^pidaoM) etidroiiao 
od up t:<MViud» the galhuv: fmt tlio 
hiUuntmdo hronza, einhorafoly worhoil 
with hitaiitiful deviooa^ romoinml pnrfcot, 
tl)i>ii,<!i utterly (Utuxieii mid <jtnlij>«rc(l 
Ky ty onoruHte.l nint. Thiu'u wero 
soverul iiiige plefcnnm HiiMiinudiid lu tlio 
walln : I he friiin(!;i weru rithuul tliuoriD' 

VftHH WHO torn, j,,y, „ 

With the effecia of tlnm and tf. ; and 
tho iiuhjutu^ of fcUo paintings were ua* 
rooogidaabio, 


She had halted junt in front of tli 
foiding-clooni holongcd to tlio oriiforic 
or BOfiali chapel, ini or von in g lietwixt he 
own oluunbor and (Jlarim^’n ; and olio wn 
oouvinoGd that tho nirango unaoonunta 
hlo sound oamn from within timt ehepe! 
She nioolinnioatJy placed her hand upm 
tho old-fauliioncd rmitocl latch of ilio/i< 
doors: it yioided to \wv toiioh— and mu 
of tho leaves of iim tall porlaln opmw?f, 
alightly. Thn gust of wind whini 
iflanod forth, nearly oxtingninhud Zoo'i 
taper: but forttirmtoly sho juat nhndocl 
tho light in time fcomivo it. She pnnhod 
the door furthoropon: tho noundti Innl 
now altogether ocaRod : hut nvepootio/* 
that they would revive again, nho wan 
impollod by ourioBity to enter tho 
ohapoh She found herHolf firat of nil in 
a little vootihido, in front of wliioh liiiijig 
a heavy oiirtaiii, wlioao materinl had 
onoo been a .doh velvet: bub tho entire 
drapery wm noiy so faded, ao torn, and 
So tottered, that it won a more worthlcsa 
rag. It sooinod ua if tho hand of a (iMlI 
might tear it down, ao flimay wae it. It 
waved slowly (o and fro with tho wind 
whioh swept through tho ohapoh ,atid 
now once moro did thoao strange erninda 
reooh the ear of LadyOotavianMorodith. 
It was evident that tho wind waftod 

loss to oon- 

oelve their Bouroe. 
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It i« poHfjibb lihat tho oououil utunu'- 
i‘OUo« thuH Unyo hooji Mid injmlt of 

fanoy/‘ lumv/ortMl Zac ; alihoui^l) in my 
owD mind I can Hcarmdy arrive at nmdi 
a oonvioUon. Uut iJuii in llm iiivJ in 
Btanco it vviuj {juil.o (dhoj wit^^, 1 ciui 
poaitivoly alKirinj iiwu-mmch an it \vnt\ not 
until tim I’aliawin;/ inorJiini^ i lannwin^ 
aoquaintcil vdlii i;lui Uqjoiid, vJu'n oiin (?f 
my maldo waw aooidcnially l^'d lu na rndc 

“I pointivoly oharged my dnc.nni.i'i’ /la 
WoU aa the aorvaiila.),” anid M, V<ihu\v^ 
** not to make lliat lo^roud ific n!(nj'n!l. nf 
thoir idle in )*(.*() per) t to citln v your 

lady^liip or your ow.i.i dr)nioa{.ioii : tor 
thoi4»li 1 had too lii/'U <in Ojunioi! of t/otir 
iutolloot, lituly Ootavian, to imiyrdno (or 
a momoiit thiit auch n talc would at all 

cliHturb your equmiirrdl.y ytsl I wa:i lomt 

oortain in roapeot (o your juatdic tor 
the iniiuhi of (iIkmio who are (>nl,\ [);o'lifdly 
odliGatod, arc itiorr.' niuiiu'ptihin id' ilio 

in flu on on of i:iu[)(!ri!fii.ionii Ifiu’itra ” 

X will (uuididjy infoi in y^it, i\K 
Volnoy,*’ aaid Zoo, ^ Mint it \va j ilm 
gardener vduj Hoquairded juy noiida wiili 
that legend : (mt I boHOOdli yon oof lo 
visit him with your diapiouanrl**” 

And you naw that fonri wlirlo na ynt 
ignorant of the legend V* aaid iV]. Vninoy 
in a muaing tone, aiul willi u aUaiifo' 
clarkneso of the looka. ''Tlnm I myfinlf 
ooiild not poiunhly Imvo horn dnaidviid !’' 

**What mean you ?” iopniml Zoo, 
quickly, ao well /la iiijxionaiy, 

** Wluit appi'aranoo hiiil tho ii/pu c ? ' 
asked M. Volnoy, without iuMalicpr l-^ady 
Oofcuviiin'a qiietdyion. 

I miw it but iiindy;’ rejoima! her 
lady&hip; '* and wluitovor it ndidit liavo 

boon 1 moan if it wore oonhi k^uI 

living intruder 1 etmid not conncimb 

tioufliy doolaro upon my outljin n. Court 
of Juatico that the dohioji])tion, aa it waa 
faintly impreaaod upon my mind, i,] t},o 
aoourato omn Ifut it oerluiidy aoojmwJ 
to mo to b{) the form of a tail man, of 
Bloudor figure ---young too. I ebon Id 
think'* and apfiaroiled in dark garFuenfji, 
My our caught not tjjo alighttad; Hound of 
ft footfall on either oeouHiori ; and time, 
when after fho fiiat ooounonco I heard 
that legend wiiioh loprcucnla liow the 
unfortunate Lenoir ie uuppouod to ^/|i(h, 
with his shooices feet throttgh iho pan- 
eageu of this Chateau, I was oertainlv 
Btruok with a atrange fooling/' 

M Yoa—strarigo, must utiang<' I" nniL 
Volnoy; and then in) lru)kod 
doxed. 


“ Ami you vnori ' h." m.'ihI Zoo, 
in auxuiuii irif|ii5ry, i' t omn nuuiou-J' 

Vmir l.'inyitliip ii !:i b' t i. lunulid \yj||. 

nu\'' in’ oiriipl (';! jhr lenuitii 

will hr < «|n;diy ^ .-iU'id wij Ji yQ^ 
Ci.ilnn, IiihI v ( Jr i :! \ j.' n ’ j C until ttit 
niplil. v.Mii I u\ Cio I', t.i f r.’ f dryriMt alIyo[, 
(o! by tlnd. Irin-mi. ! ii tVn vory 

Mir'.’ly tlMniplil oi li ••iie'*' (hi’ fii'.-i- dfiy-. 
I'.iMriU'- <iv(i y(’ns .‘ bnc^. Ci ? i( wu.-i 
lUUiib'H i rd i,() I'lv. l>tH i ■ ; li i-dn.. i[, jg 

dili<;ir!il I I ndjiii* iriuii ji^y 

ntmly -H my <nvn r, \>dn!H mo* 

(rbi>.pdn' Ibfd at Mi.' i nd ,< p’va’uqjol 
l>t>bohl a f(HOi jii ( y<Mi io'.vodg. 

runilif’d't ftnd ni r ' 

with i ii(' Hiip(’)iil I j 1<. i) i I i' (i'ij i (,[ [jji^ 
lof/emL Noi. lurWf’r.'i' iln'.i I fxn'Oeivod 
I liH mil I li (.main. oi Ckil fu;. lO : i|, 
jiunwly Mu' fiyuir 'id ii, v, 'ui (dkt 

ill;; all 11 111 ' noja’ ‘ 1 1 ' " ' 1 1 i li '.mIi 
iVai .>o! ycni yoin.:ri[ ii,i\ ■' Jn:M I'.vpkiii), 

ml it* I i: I a;':' f M’d : on’ l.iutii'dit it 

nnllmdioi I ion ; ( p i- m d ni y luuul 

lo'i'orM hiy r.h'l whmt 1 lookud 

agiiin, Mu’ v.au ynin'. i pro aaiilrd 

III itiy ’’biiinbi'i i* I H { o. 1. u t j i I j ! ; I ’ p>i ' ri'uudc 
loyet’l f t haf il V. O ' in: i <■ i’.i no >• on inv 

joiri, : b'-il Mil’ i'.b',’ li,-oJHh.:fJ niu. 1 

injJ.'droil in jlin |.;ii i ' j , • j i '. i I'OoUl, l|) 
lueiuid myin’lf ibal i; coiiit ool have 
bnen I li.il, man I i« i?: M 'Miisnj; in rallMly 

aiinnl ; 1 lUilrii’d lo' ■•.. in a!..M'|iiu^ 

laiuhdly I I ! fill'd r. j(li oil ■' 'k’- a t. 'Uiilig 
biui. (dnm II (ij sFiM w 1 .d . iim tjuaio 

f V il ill I i’l I [ iniir 1 1 iiidjvidoil nii).di(, iiavo 
|.p)t, into I lii\ ( doi f 1 1 fi. u , I b* ftij/b( lioiej; 

wimt) i\m{ iiiHian dly h! mI,. i o( ? )- ' nn.'uion 
of Mn’ Vfai, I Ofivi lu|M d ioy4'il! in jiiy 
(doak' -Mnnned a Inaro uj |ji.’dol.i alamt 

my pm.’oji and pn'|. u<ii lu unwir. fwrlh 
to Jnaiio liio ioUMfi (d Mof juinaijitaa Au 
yon aid jiin bapa awndn i imrit ia u iilair* 

mmn a( naeb I'vlrmnify of j.lni g/tlloi;Vj 

and dooi'a are at Mio bijifann ol tliuiiO 
id/iirirnU'H . I (b’jJv’i'hibal ijjo el. airs (if 
tlmt rxtiemity vyhno f )(*ol mmn lliO 
form : the door at I hi liuttmi wno IooIohI, 
au usual, but u gumnal pioia iu'y u lduil I 
luvvo about. in() ut omu^ opiimol i(r, 1 
wont forth : I unuio jjio (Utaruji, of Lbo 
building : I umdd limt ingniidi no 
of any l/urgl'^’inuH mitry, I returned ky 
a private ntahoaiio op 'uing into tlm 
chapel, ami Cn^ door ru' wlneh is juist 
ludnnd that fartlnu' suit, of >uiiioiir. Yon 
may ounouive my afitonjalunen t ou 1)0* 
holding your Imiynliip hino/' 

Zoo had liatened with the deepoat 
attention to his nanuLivin- a uarrativo 
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^liioh (ippoarod mofifc indtoi’iiiliy to con- 
firm her own boliof fcliufc wliioh tiho hud 
seen wnn very ftir fi'om hoini;' a dolnuion. 
There wan a iiilonco of Bomo miimtod, 
during whioh holli liorcolf and M. 
Volnoy won3 huriod in profound thoughfc: 
but it wan at length hrolcon by that 
gentleman, -wlio naid, "It in impowiible, 
Lady Ootavian, wo can blind ourHolvon 
to tho fact that wo liavo iiidood uoen 
aOinothing. But it wore uHoloHa to iiuipiro 
othora bonoath thin roof with any iii»pro- 
honflioiin. 8uoli t hi)v<3 iilrtuuly aiuuu- 
tainod to bo your ladyohip'i) own con- 
aiderato idea ; ainl thoi'oforo I nood not 
BUggoat that wo Icoop oilont of Ihouo 
pointn.” 

Zoo readily gave M. Volnoy an uhhu- 
ranoo to a Hiniilar eibiot ; and llioy 
Beparatod. Hut whon Lady Ootavian 
onoo more fotiiul horanlf aioiio iu her own 
ohatnbor, alu) ox|)orii!ini(id a ronowal of 
a BuporotitiouH lovror, which doapito all 
her olfortu hIui could not ouet oil. At 
length, aohaniod of hoinolf olio letirod to 
roab : but whon idooj) atoki upon hor 
eyoa, hor droauui wore haunted by tho 
Btenlthily gliding form of tho murdorod 
Lonoir--by hidooua aliapoa. uncouth and 
ton'iblo-.d»y auitu of armour marohing 
majoBtioally Imforc hor mental viniou, 
thoir piumoa waving ominoualy above 
thoir holmetB. Ainl then, too, it apjuiarod 
to her that tlie organ in the ehapel waa 
pouring forth ita full fide of Inguhrioua 
pul mournful harmony— nwolling at 
length into a torriiin volume of uonnd, 
whioh rolled ita awful diapuaim tlirough 
the entire building. When Zoo awoke, 
tho light of tho rofulgent nun wah 
B troaming in at tlm windowa : the wind 
had ooinpletoly gone down : tho heavons 
wore clear inul beautiful; and tho 
olimato of that Fyronoan region waa no 
florono ae warm, and aa gonial ob Zoo 
had at firet known it. 


OHAFTKII. OIV. 

TIIH riHSOUUOK. 

When Lady Ootavian Murodith met 
M. Voluoy and Olnrine at tho breokfoat- 
table, she porooivod that tho oounte- 
nonoo of the former waa more pale, more 
haggard, and more oaro-worn than aho 
had aa yet Boon it, and that Olarlno’a 
cheeks had likowiao lost thoir colour. 
She hoi'BOlf WU8 pallid and much indie- 
fpoaed, through having paaeed bo troubled 


a night : there was little oouvorflation — 
and no one aeked tho uuuqu why tho 
obhora were dull. Doubtioea M, Volney 
fancied that tho oouveraatiou whioh he 
Inul with hio daiiglitor in his Htudy on 
tho proooding evening, had aifooted her 
apirita : but Zoo attributed her friend’s 
mournfulnoHa to her knowlodgo of all 
thoHo inyotorioH wbioli no intimately ro- 
gardod her aire. 

Immediately after broakfant, M, Volney 
quitted tho room ; and tho ladies were 
left to tliemnolvoN. Zoo at onoo proposed 
that they should go forth to walk; for 
she fancied that the fresh air and tho 
ehoorful aopoet of nature would have a 
healthful iiiibienco over horeolf, and 
would tend to improve tho spirits of hor 
friend Oiarino. Mademoiaolle Volney at 
onee aoaonted : and they wont forth 
together. 

'• Wherefore, iny dear friend,” aaked 
Lady Ootavi.in, ” do you not endeavour 
to surmount thin molanoholy whioh has 
taken poanession of you i Believe mo, 
dear Oiarino, your father cannot fail 
ahortly to perceive- — ” 

"Zoo,” interrupted MadomoifloHo 
Volnoy auddouly, and speaking as if 
with a strange wild gnat of fooling, "you 
know Oh, you know not how wretch- 

edly unhappy 1 am I” 

1 know it, my sweet friend,” re- 
Bpoiulod Lady Ootavian in a deeply 
eompasuiouating tone ; "and I need not 
assure you tirat you peuHoes my warraeflt 
sympathy. But for your own sake, and 
tiiafc of your father " 

" 0 Zoo I” iutorrupod Clariue with 
passionate voliemenoo, " you do not un- 
doratund mo I If you only know all I” 

"Ueavoiinl my dear friend,” said 
Lady Ootavian i *' is there anything that 
you have oonooaled from mo? Yea— - 
yes— I peroeivo it I- thoro ia Bornothing 
more than what I already know, and 
that In making you thun mlnerable I 
Olarlne,” continued Lady Ootavian very 
aorlounly, “ it there bo aught in which 
you require the eounael of a friend, I 
befloooh you to make me your oonfidnntel" 

*• Yob— I will— I ought I” aaid Olorine, 
now sobbing violently, and for a few 
moments wringing her handB os if with 
frantic grief. "You know not half my 
wretohodnesn I All that you do know 
16 surely enough to account for a world 
of mieery j but my heart holds enough 
to fill the entire unlvorno I” 

” Good hoavennl what vforda are these 
to oome from your lipa, Olarlne 1” said 







Zoo. “Yon y‘>u ^rvliy i 

I bofKKjoji yoiy i-.' w.'lu'/v ’ \t\^i iin ii (ji'hi 

oi'iJol • i^r f-f't.. v>' ' vjhl 

holiiiV'n iftio, Olo/iin' V i /H) i 

oniorhun fu ' ;v'-vi i'' '‘‘f' f;' {i- '* '' ' 

known cvM’-h (.Mu'!; lo); ioi\i..i'is(i fH, 

woo 1(0 r, 

iWioiotnoiiO'Mo Vnlo'iv U:mI itii 0 
ijinldon oI'IhU I’in' li'.-ni’ ''f Junk u! 

inciTiibk ndij apini -r t^y Oi'i.- Via j 

Moicdiili i.infk \\-.\' »!'0n 

prOfiflod ili ki iioi* hrr:;i|;n i' V v,.' ] k 

on lor ( 10 mo minok^o In :’H: : «i \ kh in- 

buricii ij‘ /n'tn'onni^ - ; fir i-,i ii 'O i 
Ookivi;i!\ tnbo-m'ii'i .q \!.' 'if i 

vvilb lu.fi' M'ii'fMl ii f'OlM'i':'; nj 

or)|.oni;}i, yoiMiiiJ/ danf!!/ k> >nd. Hni)i )n ;' 

quoillicm on f tm inibjiii;!. 'Ti>; v 
V/a)lf('d ia n diii' ik' n Vrnif'b 'vl* m I.)' 
goi,iuu‘, Mm.’V ln>.d ir v v In f*i}rn :t In i !; 
biiforo : il Wi\:i o,i rmn t ii t : L.|v o 
wiiioii j'.tMthodly ;>fii end iiun lim nu, fo 
t^n^Ol!^J Of'kddf ill! o! Ihv. ky ^ oonn.i , r ml 
uJI (il 0 Jmdilf’n nny fi'nm’ nn tn Mm 
brink of r., ya'/niii;: rli;M oi . 

w:i, 1 IhM'i' I" !i Ink l/v'f! i'lH’iM i'l nion, 
ito nljnijjj j y oakiJuni^ Imr iri nol ii fiy 
tlio lU’iO, niio Imltl Oi'i' IrinO;, 

i.iU(ly Ootav^nii) i\kifOiii(ii v.i:i; IMP uMCjM 
OkU'Um.l Vvit-b Mbfi ain'n i , -:m jiKoi MM nil I'j 
lihan ovoi( lyy Um jCmd, u( linflif'-: b -jj'i.k' 
on liho viMfyi of Mm {; Hfy.;?: Immomoim 
ihero v/ioi n. low fniliny fi ivnuir i( j imI 

noMiimy y {, d; .m nior.; ki 
V(mij Mm iu'd ii'.miii iy j.i' i« ' 

proi^om (M)i odiHi. 

“ VVlnti> do yon jmiioy my 
frioiui h!i( aisknil ; Mvlml, d i w n 
mmiu by nayin^ Mod; il wir hi'iw 'l ' 

(JiiU'in'i iifmko nuim« word imt< i' fl Mm 
way baviii’di! iibiMn i.nmjiol in-.i'ii binlii j 
up tho wlopo, mid r-.fj .’vli:>i,d a dirdanmi of 
liWO ViUvuirofi yai’dfi iV(]ia ilM> vavdii f on 
the ObOJirpod nulo cd' wluM.b Uu'v had 'o 
fludcltvnly Imltod, iionoid ii Mm:, ’idmdo of 
khono troon tho Imlicii nadti duv/ii ; find 
Oh'.rino look in <( iowaidn {ho ohiuim, 
lieavcd a fn’otonrul fiiyii und (nmiiojvm) 

** It wiin thoio r* 

Zoooiiid noMiin/v, |>iiUaokod ujwviomd v 
ill Maduiuomriln Yolnoyhi fmas n.i Mm 
oanio tiino pronnin^; lu'.v liaiul to ahuur n 
hor In fulv'atujo of wliiunoovt'r iiyinpaihy 
might propuj'ly ho yirldod l:o Mm Milo of 
ujffiiotioii Kho Wiui oh.mt U) iolJ* For (hat 
it wws a {ajo of woo v;id(ih wjui proi-i : titly 
to ioimo from jVkxiriUoiarilM Volmn/’u 
Iip6»j Zoo (juiild no(f p(ti)Hildv dould. 

•’Liutuu to mcy my lioai ft lmidk' raid 
Olarino ; - ami i o/iil (oil yon ovorythiii;; 
— yoB, Iwill tell you ovorythingl 1 wili 
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* I < W it;! oil j i\-.y ii.K, t' l.io-o) tr nVllf- 
notion, :«:i ) h,'‘\'t' jn?n f'-.rk {•ird. \ oaiiifl' 
bn'Mi I I lalo) my o.,i: ^ i i vi'Pcioi!. !• 
InoiiidM^ i\ hoifk vvi(h m, ; \ r* ‘soiled 

in Mi!:.! dll'^'[H if) 0 , ilii. Irdot: i hat D 
ijiDU/dd. wan oiM' I had p n i<' h - vi t nn fho' 
prtU'ionn I(,.y ill [ ha Vlihiyr, it w<(9- 
Irtmio j.jnf a Jocch^if -. a oi 'oMtiil 

nharmd.nri/r.d liy i p,' oh.hI. loimJiiniti. 
iiiiMion an widl an irHora^ - loial witli 
lU'jption of liMojiifaih nxifmmy iUd Mi 
{ lIlHill i judiailt Ufot Jl( fit hill a liv <■ I'/IWO: 
tim ^^ou). I lioounif' im th ^‘jdv in f m tiofnlj 
in tlio volumo mt I uadkr l oimo^ ihntl! 
pormdvml not tho kiiddful im-, d tov/arda; 
whioh I. Wfui iuU tm iiiia .lii (ii nxiuddori"-- 
widlo 01 y lynn wm'o irvoti-d upon Umj 
bouiv, and 1 )md o.> llum!;}d for antlliinfp 
iKUiidini Mi: ala.mrbinty livtoinw inf t i 
1 wim ijtuk tlud by ti Imui ory waniiug !J10[ 
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;of (lnn/j(or, l^uii i(/ wan fruo Into -or rJii.hor 

-perluipH Mm i\ry iln')!!’ a.n(M>leni(ircl Uio 
jl. nf.rcjvo l.o provoni: for 
boH IK I i n p; f ^ ii' Vi' fu d n j 1 h i h n }nhbl<'niia‘ 

I preni'inTi Mjnl; UtiHU) jn'ril Muw^iiLonni unn 
from brhiiul^ H foil ovor Mn^i. |)ir(iipi(?i>.'^ 

' Good hoiivmm^ (/iariiH^ T’ idaitMl 

^Lftdy Ootavinn, i4on'i(li’<l nl. Ww) hnro 
idea. 

t( Yoa -ili in J'dl too irimT' oonMniiod 
Madomoundio Volnoy. \ luid lulv.-uoxx! 
towards a. a pot whom f,ho railisp.i: v;aa 
hrokon away J it lom ninoo ropuirod 
I foil f)Vt'r t bull ilio nnial v(d (>},i0|^ tnink 
of a tvoo ► w i r \ <,i; for i. i i fro m f 1 1 o i i f I (i (/ i 

tho oliaH>H» <tinp»dd. uhtMji w. do/z n 

foot b'^low od<o^ Yon nmy t.ujiiOidvn 
tho wild horor Mmlr iiMod my brain foi 
horbpnf!( ovor fh<» linnli. of tlndi hcc, T 
lookrd down iii(n (Im j'ldf, 

tho dopMifi of wh.irh n of.yn.'im wnn iddy* 
irjpj and fn uniiip, Hnlr oioioour Wfotniidi- 
Ho who'U; wfd|-inonuf. worn in/.; litnl 
poalod upon n^y oar, louo'rod blonudf 
doNvn by nn aiiM nC l.bn yoot.o ((rowin;; ont 
of tho iddo of Mh^ pn)oipi(io< I rr»inonbor 
that an 1 lookod up imd now him linn*'- 
lnf{ alMWo nus minhiiund anly Ify Mioho 
frail M-iul nnoorlrrin rmonin of nup])nvt » Mu^ 
diw/a/man v/binli Inni hrforo innvailoil in 
my brain iimounh!.} to n. toj'Uuin;!: 

fronzy. I did not binmaliatoly f/dnt but 

I In; VO lont l.lm roonllonf itui of tlic prn^ 
oino huannt tiun’i wjo'ii n^loptfil by my 
doiivonu’ nuvo mo, nnd hiimiolf ton, 
from our porilvma po dHon. I bosvrvor 
ru no Moot that wlnui at h'.iip,t!) aal’o on tho 
firm land aim I foil iTito JL nwni)n» On 
dIowIv (wnuiiu^ InmkK lo iUHJaoitunnu'nn, I 
found my dolivotor han}dn;< oV(»r nm 
Wliou I tnll you, Zon. Uoit: liu in Un? 
Ininflnomnat of man -nt hnoit in u\y (yye>i 
'—'that ho i i /pfi nd a raro intoHi- 

gonon thiWi Iiin uMonm n urn fanniiiaUnjfi; 
ttiatldn nonvm'HaiioH han nhnrnm nuoh 

ufl I novor oxpfn'iomtf d bofurn " 

r urtdorHtand you my uword. friend,” 
murmurod Zoo mournfully: for an it 
now ju'(»vod to bo a tala of iovo to vvhioh 
flho Wan thiiu ljt4fcminj;j;, jdio wuu numt 
painfully rouiiiiclfd that lova of har’ft 
which had at firat b uut hnr joy Init hiul 
ainco proved I ho nourfui of ao munh 
inifinry, 

I Iovo him iovG him paanion- 
ftioly T' roaumnd Cbirint^* with a viuUmt 
burst of fmdiu//, I forgnt-^I am 

wandoriii/^ from tho nontiuumiH roulino 
of my narrafdvo 1 My dnllvaror knew 
who lwan; ho had haoa in ibis neigh- 
bourhood a day or two provldua to tho 
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arlvoniiiro whj(di thiai throw ua together; 

and .1 /..{(Mil rot] (Vmn who.i ho uaid tfifit 
1 huil ji; doJ.odi out to hiuu 1 ooukj 

hot fuid wmd.t my /rmtitudo 

for i.luMif f'viuf) (I'z hfrf] lOiulorf^d mo at tho 
pnril uf liin lifn : mid 1 invitod him 
to (dia.ton.u iluit bo mi/i[hii roooivo 
my f;it!iov'n tb '.nlo! Ilkjovino. Hut ho 
do(dinnd ; /uid in tho gfmtbj^l, niannor ho 
ootouudlod mo not to inform my father 
of what JumI lmpj)(mod,— arguinri; flnit it 
waf! UofdoMfi to diutf'tiivM him on aooonnt 
of a dajo.'(jv Ihnt wau fnir-ifanb I pon- 
/mlorisd tliafs ono wim had msouer] ino 
bom dodtvuotion luul a right to profifor 
b'n advitJt; ; and I promiatal to follow it, 
b’raidpfi, my tluui<dd,a v/ero all in imoh 
<‘onfij(ii(rii ilnrt I lowl md; fbc power to 
dohbzr.'ibi fialnily wUb uiyazdf. Wti 

P>»^'b'!d arid on rnturoisii/ to tho 

Miud I ((i<( my he:i!. to aompoeo my 
ti'oublod i\sdin/'M. My faclior did not 
r<ii.urn honut Ml I M\i' dinnnr**)iour : he 
wail I'it't'l and ill- du^ im.d (’^vi(l(>ntly 
brrn ramhiio/r t/U’ •■md tliuii if I had 
ox[)in'imi(n.id any lo aot noa- 

ira.vy to thn advh'jo (p' unknown 
dfdivt)riu'j my iituto of mind 

mid b.'Mly \^ombl Imvo vondnrod nio 
idu'dionf; i ;0 iJiHf. v/(dlom^aut advice, 1 
timraforo fiaid milbin/i; mi Mim mihject* 
hor tho next ^wo or tbrr'j tiayu my 
faMim- u'Mii ii'vidimul to hla bed ; uml 
i :0 di.dr' as him u iderfoiali nircuinatauccQ 
wif h tlm rovi'liU ioo of rny ad von taro, 
vvmi now tidally out of Mm (|i5nstion, I 
aon{itMJod ifi /ri.iimdmmu upon him : and 
wlmu lio w.'iu I'fMhn'ntl to Imalt/i a'uiin, it 
\v;ui ton bit * f,u inunMon l.ho iimidnntd^ 

“ (hmfeen tho tnitli, my doir i JIarinc,*’ 
laiid Z u). \rith a- mvoot melancholy iimilc; 

* fjudi luMidHomo lit rangin' luu3 on tho 
very finit o uiaujou obfniiuod more or Iona 
inlluoimc nvor your ho art iw woll aa over 
your mind 

** It i ; tvuo I hclicvo that it iti true/' 
rcnpondodOlaidno : ‘'for hio imago was 
noiuitautly in my thoughtfj — ho that ovoa 
when by mvHolf, f would hluah at the 
idea of ho inocHciantly thinking of the 
hiimiflomn eonntonuncu which I fiad soon 
betiding over mo when reorjvcriru; from 
my ntatft of miconfioiouonoHo af<:or my 
rOHOUo from that frightful peril. Nevefche- 
loflH aolmnly do I aCHurc you that when 
next I wallunl out again after ray 
{ ither*« recovv-)ry» I had not Ihctdighteafc 
oxpcotat.ion of mooting my li uulHome 
unknown tbdlvercr. And yet wn mot. 
It was in ipiito a dilTimmt direction 
from wheto wo first euoountcred each 
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ofcber -two inWm away from thia 
which ifl ao olofio by Uio «(! 0 oo of /ny poril 
and my (bdivorauJJC. Kc approanhod 
mo in a rnaunor in wbloli Ifitulncn^} luul 
oourtoy wore blciuliMl, /u=iif fnll; tliuli 
oiroumataiioeo had plaaod on a friend- 
ly (ooUng, Almoebiiic i^ory (irMiuiunation 
was whoihor I liad folloAnMl hla advioo 
in rospoot io my fnUuir ?' -iind I an- 
owored that I had. Wo walltod fo/^olhor 
for about half an hour, — iho time Hyiciij 
so quiokly that it appoarod to as If 
W0 had only hcon a few brief m inn tea 
togotlior. When wo wore alunit to 
Boparafco, ho dolioatoly liintcil that I 
ought not now to montion our noquiiint-. 
tanoo to my father; for that if I did, I 
must iiooosaarily oc plain how it eeni-* 
menoed» and then ho wtaild oliido mo /or 
having kept Mio mat tor so ore t at all. I 
have said that my delivcM'or opoko with 
utmost dolieaoy of languago; and it wae 
also with a mingled ontroaly ^^nd dillid- 
cnoo in hio tone but novortiudeno a }iiing 

shot through my heart 1 felt Iiurt * I 

should oven have been indignant, wore 
it not that I rornom bored tluit I owed 
ray life to him, and that ho had uh 
magnanimouHly porillod liln own to mivo 
it, Ho saw what wan [lUHaing in my 
mind r ho ovoii loekoil ploaami— lio aoi/.ed 
ray hand — ho said that ho eomprehonded 
the natural dolioaot; of my thoughts and 
my aoriBO of propriety —Im iinplonul mo 
not to bo inoonaoil agaiiuit him, for that 
he would OKplaln hio moaning and IiIh 
object in boacoohing mo to keep the ooui 
of Bllenoo upon my lips. I awkod for 
that explanation at onoo: he wislied to 
poBtpono it until the nnormw, I then 
fluid to him, ao nearly an I can reoolloot 
the following words * You have ‘lavml 
ray lifo, Bir, and you have every olaim 
upon ray gratitude. Of that gratitude I 
havo tho livelioBt bouso ; but my own 
idea of propriety muat not be abaorbod 
thoroiu— nor the duty that I owe towardn 
my father. If you purpoBO to romain in 
this neighbourhood, and wo etaud a 
ohanoo of mooting again, I must uBHurod. 
ly mention to my father tho aoquaint- 
anoe which I havo had tho honour to 
form.'— It was tlnia that I Bpoko,*^ 

you spoke wifloly and well T* 
exolftimed Zoo, in a . tone of onthiiBiaBm. 

I am dolighfiod to hoar that suoh was 
youroonduot, Olarlno^ It was dignified 
ond becoming, without the elightoat 
aaorifioe of that gratitude whioli you 
owed to the saviour of your life.*' 


" Yo:i -it w/ni ihuu \ H]>okn;* 
Madomoiuolie Y^dnoy; '^'iiid my (lo|j, 
vm*ni' luolauj j. Uo }>n.oorl 

ami fro on Ihn Kpot udsoro wo lir.d Imltcj' 

I bo.oui to Ik? alK,rim?d ( bat 1 hud (alk[[ 
in with Koino unw(M'tljy nhuvjujior, os pool, 
ally a(:i I nov/ rmujIlnofjMl i lott he bad tioi 
oven imuilioruMi In'ii mirnn nor whero he 
wan livini', mu* what l)Uuinofif:i taj 
hrou|.dit bitn into llial. noi<dib’:mi'hoo(l,--, 
‘ Do you/ boat length oaidt ‘innintup. 

tm knowing who 1 am/ M dt)/ f qd, 

juvorod, "ifDieroljn luiy <duumo of ou| 

meeting nguiii ‘ Tlom ho lold me a 

of how h<^ Ijnd Ijt eii ''n<oq;;od in /i [xditioal 
eonMpirat^y liow lu' loid Iiikmi nhligndk 

Ib'O fnjru rmirt nml how' lio had aoughl 

thia diidfud Mml iHM'liHird mughhonri 
hood in tlio fiU|in that ho mi).(ht<lffol 
unreeooniKod bi^ro for n few wcob 
wliilo Ida iidhnmiiul friende in the capita 
rxe-rled all nd«'ro/‘t to hush up thi 
m/itler. ){<i add(M| t.h.d. he wan [lerKonallj 
known fo my faMno, whom ho had (ioo( 
at l'\m tnljH'ldi jjj n ft'w yeerri ha'k 
wlum he w'it!) a youth ; ami that thorc 
ioro if he mev' pi'eoenletl liinuH^if to in' 
fdvo, tho liitfor won lit bo einlangm'ing hji 
own Hn,lV(.y ljy mit oui romim iug him ii| 
to jiU'itie-e, l'’iiudly he informed me tin) 
biti imme wmi ( Jhiml ? M-oioon ; that hi 
wan a geutlmnan (d wealth and exoollon 
family • tliat he hail no iloui)t Ida frioni 
would nliorlly im<K’ei'<| in anioothiil] 
down Mm iempfirary ilillli(»nll ien wliisl 
hcHot ljin jjjdli ; ami ho (hereforn Miro) 
liimnelf (?om[ilt>hdy on my muroy/' 

'* And what refipomu? dirl you malu 
my dear (Jlariue y'' imiuinKl Zoo. 

' I at nutu^ asp-uii'd him,*' roplici 
Mudeinoiaellu Voluey, that not fq 

Worldii would I do‘/iupJ*f; that shouli 
injure a hair of hie head ; that therefor 
I would keep profoundly jiKoret hia prt! 
Henno in the neighlimu'iioml, m well a 
fill ho hurl }U!i|] hoen telling me; Im 
that iummiueh mi l ivimd. (d neeoHslt^ 
iimlor oirounudanmun romain id lout ovoJ 
to my own father, it WfUibl bn the boigh 
of impropriety on my part to emivora 
with M. Olaudo Maa^ion again, Huol 
wore the terms in which I uprdco ; uul 
then, with a Hahilation which I after 
wards faneiod to havo boon too ooldlj 
distant towards ono who had saved luj 
Mfo, I UaHtenod away. Some (lajj 
passed ; and I purposniy avoided goiu 
out (or four of maoting M- MaHimn. An 
yet, doar Zen — Hut you will Idamo in 
for my woakuofltt... — And yet, I say, i 
my heart, did J long to boUold hie 
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flffftio I C'*'''' V*”' l-litiiU) linn- 

; tradiofcoi'y minl inuintn ? I fnnrod, ynl. I 
longed 1 (ii'iidiUMl, .vot. I v/inhnd. 1 

trembled, yet 1 liopod i" 

f* Yoflj Miy Hwonfc fni'iul, fuda Zoo. in 
5 tjofi nnirmurinf' vninn ; I mu ninlor 

fltand you- t)H 1 I cuui uiuh^rnbind you ( 
You lovod ond \u\u in i>. Honl.iiuont. 
oompoun<lo<i of u ilmnimnd <ii)iif.rudia'* 

tioiui : it- ill (dio tuuionUdnil.y nf Mh^ iinnl, 

as fdirani'.o fjinl.>udi(j WH-yn am tlin 

000oniidotli''o nf (ho drojamil-ion uv llu) 
m^innor- How (jft.nn» wln>r* nnn h>v<:n, in 
tbo (lidy oppoiH'd tn flu> ir-olinaiion I • 
how of ion flooii JV lumw nf dfdituu'y and 
propriety urip) in ono (iinudJan jouI l-hn 
heuffc*n iiojHhniny in ain)|.|ior I Hut pri^v 
pr(K 500 fl iny Hwaot Oliirinn jukI iolt run 

bow f)i' 0 |/,roi:(U'd th'n It) ffU’ a 

iovO'^fTiiir il- niHinrinily jar' 

' Slovoml dnvo [josan'd, oh I jiial. now 
aaid/* oouiinnn I Miuli nioindlti Vfdnoy 
a ftjid my rainblon Imd Inauj oonfinorl in 
Iho pardon bidoni^iiif' in ibn OlndoiMn Ai. 
lonf»tli onn mi)rninK, iinim iliidiOly /dior 
broftkfatd-j iny fatln r ipivo mo a hnnU- 
no to for a tlmuMrtnd fvamjn- wldoli, an 
you know, h\ forty ponrnln alorliiifj; of 

your Jlln^liah nunu^y lonl Im aakotl mo 

to proDOOtl (n i-ho villufM) arul p ly oiio nr 
two littlo Idllo wliiuli had jnidi hiton oont 
iiu I aooordirnd.V not out; 1 roiuihod 
tho villap.o — atnl I iiuhmM|U(niMv ro- 
momborcul iind on i hn nnitdciriiM ( fnnk 
a fcv/ ponoo frmn my nditmlo in jipvn to 
a poor woman who hnplomd alma. 'Plnm 
I lia«ton(ul on* and n'lodmd thn ( 5 rai alinp 
to wliinh my onatnl hul mo ; hut on 
tbrual ing iounl in i n Mm rtd innlo, 1 
found tln^t tho hautidmlo wan tout. I 
sped huolt tf> Mm rpiot \“i Inno 1 Inn} on- 
oountorud tho poor woman ; hot uho waa 
no longur thom-- nor wau (ho huidiomto 
any whom to ho noon, I wau ufwaly diu- 
trofiood ; for at Iha^ Mmo I Itniioviul that 
uiy father Imd roally loaf, hlu proporly, 
and that Ida moann vv(?ro vory Hmitod : 
I thoroforo famdod that thin would no 
a very Hniioun Iohh for hintr Itoaidno, I 
fonrod that ho would ohargo mo with 
noy!!ignnno; and altognthor I waa munh 
nfflictod, Huddonly I lookorl up on hoar» 
ing a to(dHtop apprmudi : Claudo MawHOO 
jatood hofuro mo, I waw noi^od with 
itonfimion In a voioo of molan- 

^bholy— as if ploading for pnrmiflaion to 
|ad(Ue «8 inu ho intjuirad tho oanao of 
|lhy trSbulatJon. I atuirotdy know In 
|what hurrifid or howildorort worda I 
|explain 6 (J tho ooonrronco.-— ^ Tho wind,’ 
|h 6 exolalmod, * blowa to this aide of tho 


I’oiul ; and you Madomoifioho, fleem to 
havo Ikkui noarohing on tho othord— 
Thon ho hautonod in tlio dirootion whfoh 
ho had indinatiul ; and auddonly rotiirn** 
iug low Urdu mo* ho uaid, * Behold tho 
note, I will not avail myoolf of the 
liitln fiorvioo I tlnuj rniulor you, to m- 
tnnlo any longer on your prououoo/— 
.1. ikuM npoaking, lio haufconod away. I 
folt paimal and grlovod at tho abrupt- 
noun of hiu (ligld;: I blamed myflolf for 
hiiving npolcon too novoroly to him when 
lant wo mot : I began to fanoy that my 
oomluofc waiHiltogother tinged with In- 
gnititudo. I Highed profoundly: and 
again to oonfeuii tho truth, dear Zoo, I 
winlnal that he hud remained. However, 

I bohl in my Imrul tho hank-noto ; and I 
piooeoiled to exeouto tho oomnusBion 
entiuutod to me i)y my father. But no I 
WHii iiiMuing from ono of tho ehopa, I 
wail ueuouted by the poor woman whom 
I hud previouuly relieved; and she in- 
quired if I liud lofit anything? I asked 
lior what nho meant : ulm repeated the 
quofition a ntrange idea atruok mej 
It wan aeuompanied by a aenaation aa 
if 1 were oxpuriouoing a auddon fright. 
In lorme an eonfuHod at thoao in which 
I had ero now upokon to Olaiulo Mrtflflon, 
I faltered ftnt Homothing about bank- 
note for a thouoaiul franos, Tim poor 
but honeut woman at oneo prosontod mo 
with the note J lm<I lent, and which I 
imnUMliately poreeivod to ho fliightly of 
u liifTerent colour from that which Al. 
Miujium had placed in my hand. I 
eunjud. denoribo the feeling which Boized 
upon mo uH 1 took timfc note ; and It waa 
not until 1 had obHorved that the poor 
wofniiu bogau to regard me aomowhat 
HiiupicinuHly* that I regained my aolf- 
poHHteuaiou. Thon I planed a liberal 
reward in her hand — and luirried away, 
I wa« btruok by tlio goneroBifcy of Olaudo 
MauHon’fl oonduot— a genorofllty too that 
wue blended with bo muoh delioasy ; for 
little, douhtloBH, had he anticipated that 
tho real note which was lost would ever 
bo rent 0 red to my hand. But, Oh I to 
think that I now lay under a pecuniary 
obligation to him I It would have boon 
humiliating, were it not that there was 
womothing in the way in which the 
tmnflftotion took place that prevented 
me from fooling iny pride to bo bumbled, 
Andj after all, I oowld restore him the 
nolo I But I knew nob whore he lived ; 
and I dared not~for my promise’ sake, 
and with due regard to Claude's safety*-- 
name the inoldent to my father, What 
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wao I iio do? I nuiid} m.ooi Inni luioo 

ftj^ain : n«y ir.oro 1 innnf; ptiriKi-idy 

throw myaolf in liin wf>y : I hunt 
an 0|)]K)ri;uruty io rjioonnlf'r Inru, A)ir( 
I did HO, For tfu’HO or four d:)y!! f j ajulil ' 
0(1 ovuryvvhorn uhoot Mi if ru'ijddxnn' 
hood — [nil; witfiout lilio. AMoji;dh 

nno afinrnoon, wo niuldojily uiol v.i, Mii'. 
anf^lo of youdor ^.ovivo r. hinii y<Mj oiv 
dear Zoo afioiit hall a milr fn f lu' nidn 
of liho villi^jOM'ihiii'ol). i lind flrlli nrl 
niywolf th(il) f aliouhl liavn ht-rit am; Mini 
to nddnvm hiinwil.h nalinnrafi itnd inrli. 
fcudo t hut now tluit Miif iii!i(,anf. mi- 
puftirprnio tho loat Jiail ifouM), jij] my 
tKdf“pofTf)(ja:-ion ahainh>rr< (I mo. [ wnw r«iil 
of oonftiaion. Ohinda Maanon fmdv mv 
harul and (piz(*d (uirnraMy ufum mv 
oountoiumoo.*--' Lil.llr oo wo me n/* 
(liinint(ui/ ho /mid, i/\ u vniai* Muii won 
Boft and low ' i had /mil I h.-d kmivMi 
you for mii/iy, nmny Imiy y<au;i ' b'oy ;t 
few inn Inn fa I had /ihondufKa j iiim mv 
liand, nuoon/HHoiifi of wlinl 1 wa • doiny : 

I no\7 nnntniual it away: Inil, j v.m i 

trmnblin^^ violonlly. 'I'lum mo/o i/i 

atinotivoly ilum l)oo;ii//m I /mfimliv- 
nuiionihorod Uh) o()j(ait for udiioh ] had 
nought thin luntdr/i/y- I drnw iui t h Mo* 
hank-iK^to and prolloiod if, fo Itim, (Io 
afc/U’tud— lio hirmliod )i/i /mw Inn 

gouoroiiH »trnt/ig(^oi J/ad hocm dinnnv<M' 0 i! 
Ifaltoi’od ont wonhi o( f li/iidoi - Imv/ 
could I do ofljorwitm ? mol I. hoo /^ md 
how it wnn hut I piTiumily fniuid rnym If 
floated hy hin uU\o on tho hmiJt <li,!( 
ekirln tlio grovo, mul linlyrdc/; in iJm 
languag(3 of love wliioh (lo vv/in hivalhiii - 
in my ear. Ho told mo I, hat hr had mu n 

me ovory day oiruto Imit wo nwi |j,, 

had followed mo at a diidanro, rout toil, 
to obtain a glimjnjo of my form— ami 
that he had taken oaim j idmuh! m)!. 
perooivolwrtfl ihun followed. (,)},, ail 
fcho tonder thirjg/i ho /mid to /uiii'- yet 
in latiguago ho dedloai(!.~-*-iii tornifi ‘ m> 
rojdote with an honont nianiy fninluirra, 
that it WHH impoHHiblo I (-ould fool 
ofTondod I Jbit oil Iho tiino my hmin 
was in a dojt of whjil; and i Imd „f) 
power of calm dolihoration, ( Umm 

not how we parted add.d 

Clanno, hondin-r down her bimdiini^ 
oounfconance/* * I romrmher that when 
ho hoBought and implored mo fo b(] f jjora 
at the Hanu) hour on the following dry 
Iflidnotrofuaolinm -,1 Rulforod him Tj 
uiidorfltand th/H hia rrf|urnt would ho 
ItwaHnot until f w/ui again 
W **^*^^^*" ‘nine own cham- 

ber, that I had a I’ight.oamprohonaion 


of oVfU’v thing that h.ul (.nhon 
Thro I mu d t\‘i mf ii j I v r<,nf( n i 
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ell t hiii wliih^ { ' irnudj (>rl 
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‘ h'io.i (m lio iidinrimd aio/' 
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ihat «iy iMiifuliili|(> 

OQiifidoruio in mh\ nml Wmi i ^vnM l)(^«rny» 
iti. on Hm' diIii'j- hfUKi, i 

ponuia<l(*(l rn.vHi'H tii;‘(' Mii.-i vny (M>ri- 
Bdonoo un iny p u l \vn\\ af< rnucih 

ftB to Kl>!nni<i]i nir to till' diM(onlt(ir)ary 
powor of oiitoriip! lor M»y own liMppiJinin. 

j Ihivo nt> doulpf. (li;M vm looli ii[i(»n 
3U0ll ail idoa Hfi norJ nuiH'rahfc^ 

jopliiiitiy oil roy [otii : !«ut if il.olovo 

ffbioli 1 rxpoi'ii'iKio Ih' till' luj fho 

lovo vvliiiih f*'ll' Ivv o! J;f‘ro. I oiu oon- 
l^inood Lliai' it if' i“ ‘i*'- ontiuf' of 

lovo itnolf fo inipfo'.if. nsjxdirjpfi ^uni 
, ^von non jii I'll op m ipunm ' n t hul arcMti 

1 prooifin annoi’il/i HOC' \titli iln tovo aijiiH, 

■ vicwot or oirnunodiiroo'iJ." 

■I; Tlilo in trinn ioiiil Ifuly 

; OofcaviiNi ; nf nalurr- Hpijrikii 

a noiionoii ami 

! throof^li tliu nHoliiim of tiir In ui Th lovo ” 

^ O (Jno (lay/ ' <'O0( i rood ' my 

; faUiov told rno tlmt’ voii wmuM pioljalily 
:■ 1 ) 00 OHIO my noin jrfioi(ot f »i n wlolo ; ruwl 
Ho onnfnnn llm ( 1 11! Ir I w(oi n i lii'id moii^ 

^VOXeil tlnm plnainti UiuHjdi { (ild ii)V 

= boHt to nppoiU’ yynlA’ful lo oiy |>(U‘ont onri 
‘ to HCOiii naliMtioil at. llos (U ranj,yoo-Mii 
tiuit lin v/aii nmliiii^i \«itli I ho hiMit irf 
. luotivnii on mv hidodf, I w;ia t*d l tlmt 

' you \v*(U‘o (in Mivalirl : 1 tlompht. lluofforo 
that you wouhl im mm It in your own 
' oluiuihori and I hut 1 nhould rttiM liml 

: loittUro to mni}|' liim who irnd hi'n no' on 
dour to mn. Yon lii l ivorl nl llo^ t’hujouu; 
and I immodiutoly oimi oivrd u fnon I diip 
for you “U frivndniiip whioh iiun i‘ip"n(Ml 

into lovtn Yon, dioii /or * 

At thin inoiunl^ Mudoni dmudh^ Volm*y 
(jtoppod id I or t ; und 1/oiy Oi tuyi m 
Mornditii innl^unt ummurrl v oumprt iMunhui 
whcrofoio: for M- Voinov wan nppiiundn 
ing from tim dinlumm. 

** lio rnoiiHH to unimnt mi/' nuid (hurint] 
after u fow inuLuntr/ puuiio, ** 1 tomd. 
OompOHO niynolf ' — ^Aimlhor timo I will 
Buibh my mirrulivo/' 


UHAPVKH CV» 

Tin: UAttLKUV iW TOO i’UATJIAO* 

■ M* VohNHV u}Ypro/iotu'd )dH duUi.tht<)f 
and Lady Ootavian ; uml ho oJkrml to 
©floor t thorn oithor for a miiUluuutioiu 
of thoir walk, or liuoK in tho iJhaUmo^ 
Zoo, to whom tho cliohio wiui eainmiully 
ftddroHBod, dnoidiul npuu i\m hitt^>r* for 
flho Wtt» fearful of raiuhlhig too fur. 
Dating tho walk Uomowardr iit wua 


vci iio Vohioy otrovo to con- 

fer, “ t'ttyei’ fltraiu than hereto- 
^ and that ho Nought to make up 
ftWontiona for any romiaa- 

1 . c . n.' '“‘‘d 

"‘•OU prnvioMoly guilty. 

().1 .MTiviiig at ‘the Chateau. M. 
uoy iiid znotantnnoouflly repair 

0 hin ntudy: but lio romain^l in the 

1 oonvorsB with his 
< un/ 4 hi(u and Zoo. Ho asked them to 
P piy upon tlie piunn-^ ho spoke with 

imiiHiiaj dogroe of tender kindneeg to 
'Pmim ho was evidently striving also 
’u romlov liimsoif enoiahle to Zoe. 

nno (jould 1)0 little doubt that this 
wun tlio roan It of a resolve which he 
bail adopted, and which must have 
urmon from the rellootion that it was 
hiu duty to eaorifioo hie own feelinga 
urn new hat for the sake of others. Bo* 
»dd(ni, lie had promisod Olarine that in 
future ho should think loss of himself 
and more of her than he had previously 
dniio. In the fiftornoon the worthy 
village. priest called; and on being 
aekod to stay to dinner, he aooepted 
I ho invitiition. Ho did not take hie 
iluparture until ten o’olook in the 
ovoning: the usual period for retiring 
lu reeli soon afterwards arrived: and 
thuM the ladies Imd as yet found no 
opportunity of renewing that discourse 
whjoh hml liocn interrupted in the 
moi lur g. 


Hut now Hint Clarino had detormia. 
cii to make a confidante of Lady 
Oufcavian Meredith, she experienced an 
anxioiic yearning to complete the 
iiurrativo which she had commenood 
and to plaoo her friend in full possossion 
4 if oil the oiroumstancoa which regarded 
luu' love and him who waa its object, 
*riioreforc, so soon as M, Volney had 
roti red, (jlarino said to Lady Ootavian, 
If you do not feel any particular 
ineliuHtion to seek your couch imme* 
diuUdy, ooino to my chamber, dear Zoe, 
ffU' half-aiuhour ; and I will conclude the 
Jiirttory which my father's presenoe 
interrupted in the morning. 

Zni) at oiioo signified her readiness 
in ijomply with this roqnest, which was 
indeed quiti in aooordanoe with the 
proinptir gfl of her own ourioalty; and 
Bho lidded I will first dismiss my maid 
for bho night, and in a few minutes 1 
will join you in your chamber* 

The ladies now temporarily separat- 
^j^^fopairing to their own rooms. 
Zoo dieponsod with the attendance of 
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the maid whoBo turn it wao to mini, ‘dor 
unto her ; and flhorlly after the ahi^ail 
had retired, «)io iomied forth friun iiov 
chamber* At that very iiiatiuit aho 
beheld a forin^-tho form of a miui 
emerge from tiu 3 door of thn oratorif); 
and at this auddon apparition a (<ry of 
terror thrilled from Lady Oat.aviaii'a 
lips. She ataggerod m if about to fall ; 
the mdivi(||pal whoao pn'aomu) liari thna 
akartled her, and who for ain;do 
instant had etood utterly iiKaadul.i^ 
how to aot, bounded forward and 
oaught her in Ida anna. 


All ol a moMon jj. appoaroil ajj jj 

]' '/>■ 

f/M' hi> ..lowly towards t 

11||-|(. in froiii ol ill,' <'lia|Mi| ilnora.' 
lin n.i'ii I'iili II -ii/iiii voi(!(>. * 

ino/uiH ( Ilia in tro inn fn ro V 


••Wfc 


“|n;t. tin. ll.lO. 1.0 lo|,|...y„,,, |,,t, , 
|.roiil;i.ino(l ii( onoo I '* criiul li„ whgJ 

iiii|i|.oi(in(; in I. in iiriii:. i|o, • ’ 

imil," form of Clnico. ( i(,vo 1 
.U, \ olnry I nilon, l„u' 1 W 
mo ill roloir. I loo ii.>HVtri,’,i gj 
lilt your ,i.iiiino:,ity .u.,o.o |,..w.rrilii lud: 


“ Ifor l.etivrn'H milto^ noiiiixi.in y<Mir- 
Solf " bo fioid ia llto law ({iiinJc vniito of 
intenaoofc anxioty. ■' Ooinjmii.i ynm- 
Bolf, I boDflooh you I ” 

At that luoinont Olarino riudioil 
forth from bor uliambor ; mul iili.ii(»iii(; 
hor hiindfl in wild lorrnr, hIk. miid jti a 
baaty oxoitcd wliwpor, " Ob, tliiti im. 
prudouoo— thia inadnoim, nfloi' all that 
I bn VO written to yon I ’’ 

Jfut now unotiior door o{)onod 
up tho pasHago, and M. Voliioy liuni.'.l 
forth with a light in liiii baml. A 
pioroiug shriek' bnrat from tlio li|ai of 
OJarino—und sho foil soiuioIoom npoti 
tho floor. Zoo— now compiot.'ly ro- 
ooverod Irom hor own alartn- ai.riu.g 
forward to ruioo her friend op but .dn! 
was uiitioipatod by tho ntrangor n im 

had omorgod from tho olmpol 

though a Btrangor wo oaii ooarotjy onH 
him, inasmtioh as Zoo hud by thin limo 
oomootnrod that ho eon Id bo nom, 
other than Olandn Mmiaon. And who 
but ho oould linvo ao tenderly rniued nti 
tho inauimato form of AUdemoiaollo 
Voinoyl-who but ho eonld liavo gazod 
with auoh deep anxioty on her murblo 
oountenanoo, and thou flung M„yh 

hefSor"?' 


But what words oan dopiot tho 
ghastly horror which tho oountonanoe 
ob M, Volnoy hnriBOlf displayed hb ho 
stopped short just oiibaido tho threeli. 
OKI of his own ohainborf As if 
traueflxod to tho apot, ho ga.od il, 

J.he light whioh ho hold in his hand. 

iliuiniriating tho 
footures of a oorpso, so deadly imio 

woro his Lb 

Zoo horrlfled, at tho sumo timo that oho 

SXn““ “ 


. * ' * I , fit 

iu‘y, v»i(h ft itiiif ol (U‘v that jiji* 

.-.fmI iiiMun.fnlncH i 

il.i auTiii),. MV'i,'l„b,.,i (.pj.; 

'-i.nnml" amJ np 5 

fnrvviiKl. l.n Im.. * { 

fnniti.mlty, fr.nn il... Vi,„’o,uit'H m 
Vyin.t .1 r.'v, l,,„i 

ma.ln I,. I,„.)y i),;(avi,n. M„re,ii(b-a c«r 

other llij, 

... Venm.ml.. I),..lm„m; :.m| i,„,, 

wan no, 

•'"'i'h.nly e|,',n„,| „|,l 

l.)ver wan f,>l|, .l, ,,,],,,. „y, 

eallj, i.ii la.'iJ ; a pl.iii.ii, ii||.nvi.,{ Z.ii. (Ini 
over hiil ii.nitn l,., vnre a |mi,. „f 

-loMm .v|,i„|. me .mmnmn aa.onsi-l 
It... t'r.moh p.:.ii<,:,i,(, v ; an.) bitiino (In 
"o.....le.nm..„H „| I,,.., 

iiim p,n..i ti,,. l■m•^i(l^.I• : for ihntii 

ira.-f im wlm.il app.mmime bad „() miloS 
alanimd be., Hii,. (,„d |,,,i 

‘luubt 

Wo Itav.t a,„.| ti„i( ,M_ 
bh imunmn!,- •l,.Ui;b(„r wif), fr,.„/,ic(| 
ymlene.. fm.i, lii- ..r/.m of M,,, Viaiiouiit 
• el.iKim; and Hu- angni-iii-.d fi,ib„r wii 

her own ..hauibcf, 
w leu rhi) yuuu|{ linbhuM ui hpraug hjf- 
'vunl, fiu4 uaiuhiuM Inoi i^y tiui ara, 
oxohiimml in n t-jticAiiuil tone, 

kmiw whut hi upporiurmt m yoiir mliiJ 
-tnu t,y b,mv..n ! you are wioug- 
ulul 1 itiuj provu it 1 ” 

(iiarluo runv HihldiuUy rogfiimnl lisr 

I ri|tO(i. bor a Himnimf Imr oyea «wojil 
thmr loohs wildly an. nod ; but instuilt' 
aneoiiely o.iinpr.dn<iidiiig overythloi 
.V.!i .i" »•»« thri'w horaolf it 

iii.f, 1**^'*'* her olsspjil 

* 

rinfm'iut bis baud iB 

olSfr" Zuouvon/w- 

olod that A «ob uamv from hi» lip,. 
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liy ^ knnol, *’ H!U<1 

the IXilormo : “ )iy fciio niiio of 

this belovoil ono ilo I pliuio niyHolf - 
lilcowiuo to itnploro your pardon 1 

o iiiuo— riRid*' t'X’olMiiuod A!. Volnoy • 

Mj-iao^ I onmnuuKi S oiUrout you I And 
follow m« bithor. Lady 0(tlaviun/' lio 
added, prroeivini.^ tlnit Zoo vvMt\ n.boiii, 
to rcl-iro to bor own (diurnbor from 
motives of dolimioy, “h(iv(i iho f^oud- 
nesa to uooompuiiy iiH : for im you imvo 
aoon fio muoh, you may Ijo a wilm an of 
all the rout I '* 

M. Voltmy led thn way into Ihn 
drawing-romm followed liy ihn Vintumni 
and Olarino; wldlo Zoo, afior a low 
InstantH* iuuiiiitlion, tuOjuM'd lilunvian. 
Olarino now throw horuodf in lauly 
Octavianhi nrnni, an<l Wi'pi t'onvulfdvoly 
upon Imr buMum. 

‘‘ M, Volnoy, nidd Allrod Uuioiino, 
hustcniiii^ furwanin and luldi etitiiii|.^ 
Clarine*H faihor in a low but <|uiid< and 
oarnotit voieo, '' 1 ianjnooh you to I'ivo 
uttonuioo to the word thn i>no word of 
oonaent -wliinh may Jipavo your 
daughtor HO nuuih rnieory 1 Hay ii, (dr, I 
entreat you I Tbo burriblo Hunj>i(don 
you entertaiued ie wholly unfouiniod 
- — and 1 repout 1 tuui [)rovo it I ** 

Ih'ovo iiH U in iiupoeniiilo I ** Baid M* 
Volnoy, tremhlini^^ all ovur witli a deop 
oonoontrated oxudUunoni# Jfut oven if 
you could, ilioro am reaoomi’ -reaeone 
— and ho gaiipod for livoatin 

‘*No, no, M, Volnoy, '* oxoluimod Al- 
fred : **you will nol ho iinpiaeablo to- 
wardfl tbo hou for hie fathorhi oriiaoHl 
Ao for the protd, it iw hor<;-- — I have it 

-ravdon uu) for Hhowing you a duou- 

mout only too wolf ealoulated to renew 
the alUi(‘tion and ilio biitorneaH of pant 
uuoerioal Jiut it h\ abaoUitoly noooeuikry 
youahouki HO far oontrol your fuoliugM 
as to poruBO ibie letter. 

Thus Bjujakingi the Vieeouut Dolorme 
handed M. Volnoy a paper which he 
had haotiiy drawn forth from u poukot- 
booki and then he turned towards 
Olarino who was now regaining aumo 
little command over her own fooliiiga 
-—thanks to the kind and ouoourugiug 
words that Zoo was murmuring in her 
ears, 

Ohi Alfred I dearest Alfred I ’* 
whiaporod Olarino to hor lover ; “ how 
could you possibly have boon guilty of 
this imprudcuoc after the lobter which 
1 wrote you doularing that wo must se- 
parate for ever 1 ’* 


iii 

And tliink you tlu^t 1 eould consent 
tluiu f i) Hop(».yiito P* responded the Vis- 
in l.hub low voice of tendoriieaa 
whioU likewise being halbreproaoldub 
was siidioicrd/ to eunvinco Zoo of the 
doplli and soiHunity of the lovo that ho 
ontortiuned for hor friend Olarlne- ”Why 
ilid [ aipiin seek an interview with you ? 
It was (o ausiiro you of Iho exisfconoo 
of a pronl that your father's fearful 
Huspkdon iti utterly nnfouudod— and that 
proof is now in the Junuls of M. Volnoy. 
JtehoUi — bo is reading it I'* 

M. Volney had Ins back turned to- 
wavds Ids daughter, the Viscount, and 
Zoo ; be was bunding down towards the 
ehamberdigidi whioli hu had placed upon 
the drawihg-.room table : he wan holding 
the open letter in his hand : but whatao- 
over feolirjgs might ho depicted upon his 
uouutenanee, could not be disoernod by 
tlusK) from whom that oounteimnoo was 
thus averted. Zue comprehenod full 
well that the letter which the Viaoount 
Ueloiino hud placed in M» Volney’s 
hands, eontaiaod sorue proof that ho 
might with oertitudo regard Olarino as 
hid own iiaiighter and not the offspring 
of her inotherki illicit amour with the 
late Viseount. Hhe oomprohondod like- 
wise that u proper dolioaoy of fooling 
had prevented Alfred Delorme from 
being nunc explicit in hia whioporod 
usHuraueo to Olarino relative to the 
precise nal uro of that dooumoufc. 

Uud ho at least thanked for 
was the ejaculation which suddenly 
Inirst from M, Voiney's lips s and hasten- 
ing towards Olarino, ho folded her 
in his arms. 

The young lady— porfeofcly well corn- 
prehonding that her father was convinced 
by the weight of the evidonoe, whatso- 
ever it were, that the letter contained 
---wound hor arms about his nook and 
sobbed and wept upon his breast. But 
she oobbod and wept for joy at the 
thought that the hideous auapioion 
which her sire had ontortained in respect, 
to horsolf, was oleared up, and that ho 
could now indeed embrace hor with the 
oonfldonco that it was bis own lawfully- 
begotton child whom ho was thus fold* 
ing in hia arms* Homo words murmur- 
ingly uttered came from 0larine*8 lips ; 
and as they struck her father's ear, 
they were to him a revelation, 

** What I Olarino,'* ho exclaimed ; 
«*you oomprohond the meaning of all 
thisl You know what susploion — 
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‘'Yes— I know ifci dear fathor T mm- 
mured hia daugiiter ; ♦' I know more iliaii 
yon fancy— and I know ovorythiim 1'* 
Everything T' ojaoulatod. M, Vulnuy 
with a midden start, and also with a 
frightened look Bweoping over his ooiiii- 
tonanoo. No, no I it i« imiJOSBiblo 1 
Heaven forbid I" — and ho nhuddorod 
visibly. 

‘'Forgive me, dearest father/’ ludd 
Ohirine; and onoo more oho Rank npnn 
her knees at Ida fool. 

‘'What— what is it that yon know?" 
ho doinandod ; and there wna son m thing 
almost fieroo In his aeoonts, Ids luoiui, 
and his manner t *‘what is it that yon 
know? But I am mad*— it is imjioasibliil" 
—and pressing his hand, with a renewal 
of wild anguish, to his brow, lio ot^omod 
as if he sought to steady his ocm fused 
and bewildered ideas. 

” I know, dearest father," responded 
Olarine, frightened by the veiuunetuio 
of his manner, *' the saureu of all your 

distresses Ami, Oh I bitterly, bitterly 

have I wept on aoeount of tiin fait of 
her whoso rnoniory I had tutored rnysoif 
to love and revere I" 


*'And who told you all this?" do- 
raandod M. Volnoy abruptly. 

‘*It was the Visoount wlio told mo 
part, and Marguerite who told mo tho 
rest. Oh I blame me not, dojinuit father," 
oontlnuod Olarino entroatiiigiy • " 1 foal 
that I have done wrong in some respiiela 
—but if you had not loft tiic so muoh 
to mysoU 


Rise child — rise I" said M. Volnoy, 
whoso heart was evidently lacerated 
with a world of oonUleting and tumub 
fcuouB onaotions, It is I w)m am to 
blamol— it IB I— and not you, mv rmor 
child 1" ^ ^ l ‘ 


Olarlno rose from her suppliant pos^ 
ture; Alfred Bolorme stopped forward 
and said, ‘M. Volnoy, will you not now 
epoak that ojie word of assont which will 
make us both happy? I havo always 
hoard you fipoken of as a just, a good 
and an upright man — ’ 

“Enough!" interrupted M. Volnoy 
with a renewed flerooness of tone and 
look. “ Thisseono oan last no longer— 
at least not for tho present I Depart, 
Alfred Delorme — and to-morrow you 
shall know my deoislon I Depart, I aayl" 
added M. Volney vehemently: ’‘not 
another word to mo nor to my daughtqrl 
to*morrow, I repeat, you may 
oome to me— "Yesi you way oaU at the 


(Jhiitoau and then my (l(5eiaion shaij 

be ma<ln known I" 

'‘Oh I jet mi^ entreat yuu," eaid (tg 
Vimiouut in a. voie«M)f the ninnt earn^gl 
appeal “ to utiile thoae feelijiguof Imired 
v/liioh yuu have hitliorin milertaineil 
towards me. — " 

* Young mun, you (M)inprehoml mo 
not !" iiiterniptial (davineV faikgj 
petulantly: “ you eannot ptuietrato 
into the <lopt}ia <d my heart! Oh, if you 

uould- - Hut enough I You will peilmpa 

know /More toonorrow. Depart— 
uonjmo, I eornmaiKl you I" 

It is net lor me," reupiunled tho 
Viiuumnt, •’ wIm) am nn honourable utiilor 

for your daughtm’'a luuid — aye, atuU 

niippliant for ymir eenaent and geod 

feeling it is not for me, I nay, to 

opHnim your will nr rebel against ymif 
mandate." 

Witii tlu'se worda Alfnul Dtderino 
bowed wiili iamrtmniH n>a|MU t lu M, 
Volnoy : he n/dut' d /,ee in almilur 
manner : he bent a look of lovirg’ tan* 
donuua aw Ciarine ; and be quKUu) tho 
room. For Home mimitmi after hifl 
doparture, M. Vtilrn>y pinnal to and fro 
with agitated apparently on* 

eoruioious of the pnunjmu^ of iua daughtor 
and y^HK Thuae two re main ml together 
— (Jl urine wit h her at in tlivijwn round 
luu' friend *H waist tdittgittg tf> hm' with 
the eonihienee of one v.leiamiglit auppurt, 
Htdaue, ibiul encouragement in the' painful 
atato of uneerl(iinty in \vhiel» the lust 
aoono of this alrangoly wild drama had 
loft her, 

At length M, Velro^y aiteoated tim two 
ladies; and lu) said to Dlariun, “Sit 
down, uiul tell mo frankly and faithfully 
everything that ban taken pluoe lajlsveoa 
yourmdf and the Viueoutii— idl that 

you havo hmtrd froin Am lips all that 

yon havo heard friun the lips of old 
Marguerite likcwiMe, ,Slay, Lady 
Oetavian H hoseeeh you not to leave 
US I Wo look upon you as somethiug 
nuMo than a friend : my daughu.rregards 
you as a Hjstcr -' — ^aud if It ini not fore* 
ing our alTairs upon your fittontion — 
‘•Host assured, M. Volnoy/’ roplied 
Lady Uotavian Merodiih, “ that if X 
wore about to (jult tlio room, it wai 
only tlirough motlvofl of dtdioaoy, liut 
if, on tho other hand, I oan be of tho 
BlightOHfc Horvioo™-*-*" 

“ You oan 1 you can I" intorfeoted M. 
Volnoy, with hasty emplmtla/ 

“Parhapa it umy bo as well to 
mention/^ said Zoo, “that I am already 
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partially tho ooniidanto of iny I'riond 
Clai’ino. Tldii very inorniiifj; wuh idio 
telliiiK I-*”' liiatory <»f lior (Miquiiiiit- 
anoo and in>i’ lovo for liitii wlioju tdio 
thon iiKuitioiK^d mh Oliuido Muciion, luid 
whom I have thin ovciiiii)' for tho firHt 
time IcHOWii tohotho Vhidount Di lonno.” 

<1 Ami yon will h«v(i known ovory- 
thiii{? doiiroHt Zoo,” naid (llarino nontly, 
o had wo not Inten intorriipUtd. But, my 
doar fathor,” I'ho oontiniicd tnrniiii' 
towardrt Iior paiont, '• witli all fraidc- 
iioOH will I now lOvonl ovorytiiiii)' that 
has talcon plam.'. Y<d; yon will ohido 

^ I I 

0)0 

“ No, I will ni)i; olii^lo yoii^ ( 'Ijirino/' 
Baifl M. Vohii\y : for wim only too 

muoh truth U\ yoor wonl.i wlmu you 
dtiolarod Mint I Inul loft you m ouu- 
tinnoufdy to your own pmnuitn/* 

Tliinh not for un iimtunt that I 
intoiulod it in n. itiprounh <^xolniuiful 
Olftrino oiti uanily. 

»'No, no— 1 took it. not m anoh/' an- 
Bwerod M, Volnoy with kiinlmfaa; *Mt 
waft th« infpmnouH on your own 

behalf wliioh won Id natnavUy Ilow frenu 
your lipH uiidor anoh (urounHf nnmun" 
Having thiin npolnui^ M. Volnoy aato 
down witli Ihn nir of ono who intniuknl 
to littton patiimtly (;o a narralivn whinh 
ho hud ankod fi>r> Olurino and Zoo liko- 
wifio Hoatofl thomiiolvon; and thou thn 
fonnor ooinoianfiod Inn* o^;ptaua^ion^3. 
Shn rooitod in oryt hinLi; nhn had alrmuly 
fitaUid to Ijivdy Ootavian in roHpiHit to 
tliO inoid(uiiiH whiah htnl lirnt thrown hor 
in tho way of him who had puiauul liini- 
Bolf olT uh\ Jlando MaiaMin ; atnl aho tlmn 
Qontinuod tho f hraad of hrr hlntory in 
tho followinf^ tnannor 

You, iny dofU‘ Zor, mriyini at tho 
Ohatoati nrirno fow wooliH hank : and wu 
Bpoeclily Innunno intimato ioyjothor. You 
wore tho oompunhm of niywalkHi thoro 
WAB no opportnuitv k>ngor to 

moot him wUenn I loved. During tbi« 
intorruption of n)y inturnour«o with him, 
the idea would often utoal into my mind 
that it WUH poi'hapH all for tho boat* and 
that heaven KimU had aout you idlhor to 
ohook mo in a oavcor of imprwdenoo with 
regard fco myBolf and of fleuoifc lowarda 
my fathor. NevertholewH, oven while 
making thcan roflootionBi I felt that I 
Jovod Olaudo MaHHim - aa I then hoHovod 
hlfl namo to hu— with nn affootlou that 
could never ohango ; and 1 conRolod 
rayaelf with tho hope that ae ho loved 
me with an equal aiu(mrity> ho would 
fulfil h!0 promiao of rovealing himaolf to 
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you, my futhnr, tho momont tho influon- 
thil (ikm(h) of whom ho had spoken 
fdiould have roHouod him from the perils 
whioh ho ropvoHontod m environing 
Idnu oik Ono day— when yon, doar Zoo, 
worn noinowhat indispoacd— I repaired 
to tho villago to make oortuin f>urehnseH; 
and on my way homeward I onoountored 
him wlio wao indeed iippormofl^- in 
my thoughtu at the time- Throe weokfl 
had i^aHHod rdnoo last we mot : and 
though I explained to him I he oaubo 
— indeed, ho waa already aware of it, 
for )m hud «oon you and mo, Zoo, walking 

t^^getlier in tho neighbourhood yot 

did he aomewhat reproach mo for what 
he icrMiod my unwillingnoflfl to make an 
effort to ideal forth and meet him at 
ii'UHt onoe during that interval. I was 
proftunully afTeetod by tho langungo 
whieh ho tlnm held towardu mo; and bo 
iniplorcd my forgivoneHS for having 
wounded my feelings. Ho said that in a 
iiliort iimo he should bo in a position to 
throw off tho imuik of ocnoonlrnont and 
openly oomn forward to claim my my 
huud. He hoaought that I would now 
and then grant him an interview* It 
was in vain that I urgodtho Impossibility 
of walking forth by myself, now that I 
had a eompauioin Ho was deeply 
dintresflod : ho spoke dospondingly : ho 
doelurnd that HUoh was hia alTeotion for 
mo, that ho cjould not endure anoihor 
long iniorvul of noparation. In a word, 

<ioar father hut you have [iroiuisod 

not to ohide mo for oh I tho Viseoiinfc 
is tho most loving, the most high 
minded, and tho moat honourable of 
men ’* 

I will not ohido you, Olarino, '* said 
M. Volney with oxoooding gentleness of 
manner. <*Prooood. hhall I liolp you 
to that avowol whioh you hesitate to 
make?’* 

No, father, ** responded Olarlne, 
almOBt proudly. Henvon bo thanked I 
I oan look you In the faoo and deolare 
that^ 

♦‘Enough Olarino I" interrupted M. 
Volney ; and then ho oraphatloally 
added, Not for a single instant did I 
wuftpeot tho honour or purity of my 
child. Prooeod, Oiarine. You eon* 
Bcntocl to grant your admirer an 
occasional iutervidw within tho wnllsof 
this Chateau ? ’’ 

the ohapol/* responded 
Olarino, ** I furnished him with tho key 
of tho door at tho bottom of the stair- 
case at tha extremity of tho passage ; 
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and on four or five oooftfliono did I mool) 
him for a ftuv minufcou in tlio oha})nL 
Roflfc aHHiirod that I nhniild not havo for 
on inBlant ^^rantod ihooo njttdon inl(‘r 
vicvva within tho nanotity of your 
dwelliu/^ — nor at oiioh an hour, aftt'r Mio 
household had retired tt) nuit — ruj, not 
even in ootnplianoo with hie narnrid; 
pleadings jdiould I Intvo gninted tlH'fii' 
interview wore it not tiudi I wati 
deeply, deeply oTixiotifi to loam the pitr- 
gvm\ of ihntio intoroessionn wluoh liia 
frieir^o, an [ helioved at tho thnn, wnro 
Woking on hia behalf in Paiii. I now 
come to a very momorahle vnomont (d 
my oxititonop. It wan tho evening 
before last that I again wot (dmido 
Masson aa I atall holtovud hid nwmi) l(» 
bo — in tho ohajH’d. lie told mo that !m 
began to foar our inlorvi(nvn eonld no 

longer be pnutehocl tinm atealMiily for 

that ho had ereri you, floor Zoo, oro^^fjing 
tho passage on the proviovm night ao bn 
was hna toning (owavdn tho ntairoaao at 
tho oxt remit lie then ankod mo if I 
were prepared for a rovolalirm wlunh ho 
wne roBolvod tomakc, and vvddoli ronld 
no longer ho withhold? I wao frfgh* 
toned: I hreought him to Im muulitl 
with mo at oneo. lie then imi<f that ho 
must tell mo a imrrativo of the [mat; of 
which, art he Imd (linoovored, I waa 
hitherto com pi toly ignorant, VVilhout 
immoflia'ply rrveailijg liii^undf, he ((dd 
me how a eortaiir ViH(u.uint l)oio';Im^ h id 
proved fho author of ymir wrotidied- 

nosa, my dear fallior 

/'Yea, yea, inlorriiptml M Volnoy. 
with an anguiah, d look ; I min muU i 
atand full W(dl all that he told you P* 
"And then ho comdudml/' lotd^'d 
Olnriuo, heraolf deoply afUiotod at ladng 
oompollod to make rillmnonn whiuh thua 
planted fresh daggora U\ her puaoiit'i! 
heart— and thou ho ommludod hv 
revoaling lumsolf to mo ua Alfred 
Dolormo 1 ” 

Thorn wua a brief pafi'^e^^^iliirinix 
winch M. Volnoy gimrdod a profound 
flilcnoo j and Olarine then rrMoimod her 
narrative in the following manner 
"Allrod explained to mo all tho 
motjvcfl of Ida rroont oondnot. Ho mU\ 
that Homo dvoor six yeara ago ho nailed 
privatfljy upon you, my <i!oiir fathor, u), 
Jfomainoblonu, to inalto you noquulntod 
ffith^thn cluokiHtioii of (ho myntorv 
which had pi’oviouHly Bhroudod hia own 
fatliora fatpi and III, tho wiuno (imn ho 
entorUined tho hope that ua ho ti>rrildo a 
retrihution had ovortakou tho author of 


yonr wrongs, (uuidfd- i\u^ drining 
of fljt> Alpiuf' ri'glfnin, yfni Wriahi 
roftiiin givo yt'nr h md u\ foivdvanca 
if iifd. in frirndtihip, \n hitUiH. if n[| |j'; 
livifig iv(t t>i I ho \mkk 

Vi/iixmni., ihd. yon f/A/ ndusn 
Alfred hdl ym wi/h Kfidiu-ii (uid 
in Ilia InunL A yfim |i;f itiiid 

fltirinu widi'h In* niiv'di j,, 
Ofninti irii ; fiful fdh r uMhiln jm vislU 
Spnin. }\t loKk it. ififo hiii ^ 

I (n‘ii>rni a |iMh'nf ri*ir) f*nij' mnoiai 
Pvnmm'M fuid (hnnfuh Hn^ Nmith q 
I' h’fiMCP. i(. was wluh- 1 1 Mill fn)'M)/nd tho 
heaniv<-d n ftMv nurnllitt /i.-cK jji H,' 
nriglihoMilioiid. viri),: q] 

Olmh'aii, htii fniritciit y difff .itrd f!ort«i 
infpnih's: and Im h'arnl in hja aalonhj 
nimd tfiaf. it, wati inhiihil.Ml hy a geatli 
man natfi.Ml Vnini"-, and udin hinl w 
only fhnighftn', Ih. thmfdnKt at one 

folt fanivinitf'd th,> jn - ii;'u(, famni' 

id tho ('linit'fiii iniiat Im vourarjf. I[ 
uandmvfl [ft iUv viftinii/m nf \\n* |,ou,jfl 
lu' eiuicdit a nf ynn In the (iii 

t'OiPf’ iiM liidudd j;hi Idi'M, Olio 

and ^ often, *' oonthinnl Mm hhinhiit 
(dfHinp, ‘ liioi he Inmdht'tj tljp ariuifjUiO 
iti my t .-ir Muil. t in? tlrat mo/nont ho sm 
mu, ho WHir fifoiltt'ii wj!h a fm lln^; whit) 
h(iiUun«'n ripmoal infr. l^vo, Aoaidon 
lomloif'd him niy didivoror ut tk 
proeipimi of Mo> j'ludfio, nn \ h(\v 

Mlromly told yon ; iMiii /ifHft that iiiufrir 

ho roilolvif] In 'Vi!f> iiiti fij^ fni lit 
l>ridt\ llul< lio diOMi! mdi tfn/i tovei; 
himnolf (.0 yon : hi^ MtoiiHhf, that if hi 

love wert) rMti|M'fhiatf (h iunl if ho eiuil 
win my In-arf, yfoi v/onid nol ahind i 
l.ho Way of your ilniighi,,j fiappfnoiij 
Ho raw tint norirfaiity fd doviaing amn 
lido lo (loof)iint: ffiv hia rarfoaifly o> 
prejfHod di'oirn I had I fdondd romaii 
ailent in ronpntt lo tho pn (onom of nue 
nn imlivitiuid in thu lu ighhonrhood : an 
thorofori', wlioii f pi o iaiid him Ui doular 
who ho WHM, ho miopUal Mm fiiet imm 
wliioh no term! Ida hmol nt tho momeni 
i ho otnry of lijfi poliMeal pot lla wan i 
venial fahrlmdion to a nit Ida pnrposf 
tor the fimo, to lull my am^pioiomh am 
miijafy my iniml, Mmdi wmo (ho px 
]jlnnuijnMa wldeh tlfO ViaiKnint Dalorur 
gave mo Mm night hpforo lunt, when ' 
met him in the nlmi oh You may mm 
(mivo (ho foohnga with whieh I liH(enf^ 
toidltlnithonimiuddmo: hut Imfore ! 
liud timn fo (purii wjmt !im iufitnMoui 
worOj aud how ho nnaud to pjrno»^^ 

rowaiila yonraotf. ihmr I >iMo r, ilin dnei 

of tho nhupel opened and Muvguoriic 
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„adohor a«*p<mrano.>! I muy m, xvoll 
®, “ in ortlor to avoid Mio iiit,onn|i- 

£of mv ' 

Si ‘ „,,rifG' Pin I loarid. Mini, hniho 
S l kiunv t.ofo,o) WN„ in ll.o In.hit, 

of ofloaBio.ndly viHitini; ll.o oliapol to miy 
her pniyon. ; for. 

fflthnr. hor l.ioly l.ordon. n,.f... onnor- 

* a And Mui'pnoi'iln l luiH inM'fn'iNoil yon, 
snldM. Volno’y. '’will. Mfrod D.dorn.o ?■’ 
■.yon; and hI.o wan .nom ll.an aid..- 
nifliied-fllio wuM ll.an idarllorl : 

iwan horrillodi” oo..linnod (dai-.no 

..SheiiiBiatod Unil H'o V.aoonnl idnn.l. 
at onoo tako Ida doparlnro. Vainly <l.d 
ho onlroal. pload, and nm.onal.alo : 
Marfluorito wan roaolnlo; an<i alio vowod 
that if ho<loparlod nolal oni o.alio would 
mdiOHitatiMKly »oal.o known h.a proHonoo 
to you, All llio (I'.voni' lltal l.o oonid 
obtain wiiB a jinriniaHion to rtd.nrn (m Ilia 
following avonini! In axiilain llnma inl. ii- 
tioim wliioli lia wall alionl lo niaka l;mnvn 
to ino at InHtnnt 

oxpootcdly KVpnunMl. \\v \v*m\ away; 
ftn.ll waH Inft aloim wifh M uuiiartU', 
Hho tlion hogaii In nplnuid mn bitlorly 
)rwhatrdu3 lorrnf'd tbn witdtodriraa of 
ly oomluoi, \ bnnoupht \wv imt to 
nouk ao harHid.v : thn toar-i wrro Mtronm- 
down toy ohorlui : 

rid aho omlirotHni mo. Hot nlo^ 1 »h<Io 
10 diaoard I ho imuKo nf All roil Uolorino 
com my horu t: m)io told nm d wjui ori- 
iilnal to lovo him- for thni you, my 
loar fafchor» niitortiuuo.d Hm hoirihhi 
URpiolon— Hut I will not innro dinuit- 
y alliulo to it ! Hullioo it to nuy Mmt I 
nyaolf who horriOod. I oorinoniod yoa, 
vlllingly oooBontod to uhido by tlm 
liotatcB of Marguorito’a mildmit^o ; ami 
iho bado mo pon u Intbo' In AUrod 
Dolormo, to tho idbmt tlmt ovorytldn)J(; 
tuiflfc ho coiiHldorod lo bn ut uo oad bn* 
iWGOn UB* On tldu umnUtiom’^otid on 
Irlila condition only-'* wouhi idto up;nm to 

pltioo upon hov lipH tho hmoI of Hlhmoo in 
reapoot to what had oiioorrotJ, 1 poiinod 
that lottor"yOHtorday morning 1 
bo Marguorito ; ami laat night nho loft it 
In tho olmpid, ao that whoa Alfrod 
Delormci should pnnotralo t hither ho 
might find ll» Bho heriodf ohofto not to 
hftvo ftu Interview with him ; a he dooniod 
It uaoloflB to learn what had hr.e.n hia 
ioteutionfli imunnmdi m «ho foil tho mv 
poflslblhty of ihoir Imlng onrrhMl out/ 
*'And It wa« ttftor ell AUrod 
Delorme/* n^id M» Vnlnoy. whom 
1 aaw h%i night «teoUug along tho 
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piiflnfil'o I It wiiH ho, too, whom your- 

lady.‘!lii|) afldrofariiig himimlf to Zoe 

no two noofunonn hohohl i 

“Anil lunv, my floar father," oon- 
tinuod (harinn, jjot pauHUig to aak a 
(|miHUnn nor mtdui a (umimont ui rospoot 
1,0 Muj wordfi whitdi M. Vohioy had jnat 
utiiund , — iutji yon pardon mo for all 
thiit [ have dono ? Obi you know 
not bow my Imart waa vnnt when iu 
yfMir atmly you dolivorotl that flolomn 
injnnntinn in renpont to Alfred Dnlonno 1 
I lorigoil to throw myaolf at your 
foot and ofudoHA ovorything: but 
1 dared not | Again I aak, can you 
forgive mo V* 

*’ Vea, my dear ohild— I forgive youl " 
eK(d ail lied lior fatiuu’ : “ from tho very 
boltoni of my heart do I forgive you !** 

(JIariiu) throw liorfiolf into her eiro’a 
unnii ; and for sovoral minutoo eho 
remained nlaapod there, weeping upon 
hia hroaHt and he Idmeolf wooping over 
her, The aoeno wao full of nii oxquiaito 
pathoii : and Zoe wae profoundly 

affeoled. 

** Uetiro, my lovo- retire to your own 
oIumuImu’ eaid M. Volnoy at length j 
and ilieii lie added with aooeutfl of deep* 
oat fervour, And may hoavon bloea 
you I" 

“ Ihit liave you nothing more to flay 
to mo, dear father Inquirod Olariue, 
upturning her IooIch fcowardfl M. Volnoy’s 
emnibumneo, and with an oxpresaionof 
half Hurpriao, half-allliotion on her 
foaturoH. " Will you not pub mo out of all 
Huapenao ” 

“ Lietnri, Olarino I** intorruptod her 
fatlior* after an iiiHtant’fl alt of angiiiBh, 
HUiidnnly appeared to norvo himaolf with 
tlm fertitudo requisite for tho utfcoranoo 
of an inlleKll)lo dooision. ** You may ae 
well lamw tho worflt at onoo, and bo 
relieved of all flusponHO. Olarino, my 
poor girl- -doubly dear to mo einoe that 
horriide ausplolon haa boon banishod 
from my mind t— your union with the 
ViHoount Delorme ia bu impoaatbility. 
God help thoe, my poor ohlld I** 

Theae laat words were spoken with 
tlie tremuluua aooonfcs of doopoafc emo* 
tiun ; and tlioy were followed by a sob 
whioh niHimod to oonvulao Volnoy’a 
broattt. Olarino bent upon him a look 
full of iinuttorablo wiaery ; and then 
flhe fell Bonaolees in tho arm of Lady 
Ootavian, M. Volney, half diafcraoted, 
(lew to fetch reatorativoa j and when he 
perceived tlmbhia unhappy daughter waa 
alowly returning to oouBCiouBneeB, bo 
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Zoo’a hand with norvomi 

violence, —flaying, “I cannot wait till 
fllio IB oomplotely rofltorcd I Kor hoavnn’n 
sake soothe— ‘Oonenlo — ntrengtlion her I 
But remember, Lmly Ootnvian-rn- 
momber I — that dcciHion of mine in 
inflexible 1” 

And with those wordo M, Voliiey 
rushed from tiio room, 


OHAPTIfiU Oifi. 

THH AM'JNM TltAOKMV. 

It wafl ftftor hroakfnat on the follow- 
ing morning— a meal liowovor at wliioh 
Olarino was not preBcnt, »nd of whioli 
neither M. Volney nor Zoo Mmnoely 
partook— that he reijiioBtod hor Ludy- 
ahip to join him proHontly in bin iitndy, 
as he wished to speak to her on nnittera 
of the ntraoet importance. Zoo haiitmid 
iliflt of all to flee wiietiior her miniafru- 
tionfl were required liy 01, nine, wlio wnh 
m in bed ; and in about a quarter of an 
hourshe repaired to the aludy. .She 
found M. Volney paoing to and fro, n„t 
with n vlfliblo oxoitoinont and agitation— 
out in a slow solemn manner ami with a 
deep doj’ootion of the iooka. He placed 
a chair for Lady Ootaviun’s aimommoda- 
tlon jhothon auto down at hia deak ! 
and ha eaid in a mourn liil voice, '• How 
farofl my daughtor now ?” 

•| My opinion i« rHU the eamo, M- 
voiney,’' answorod Zoe. “Ah I told 

r I'reehfaat. 

table, Olanno has rooeived a Hhook 
which she will never reoover— nnhaH 

ter 8F«'lily oonveyod 

Johor. Sho will dm of a hrokon holut 
M, Volney i for all her happineua i« 
oentored in hor love for Alfred Dclormol’* 

_ The pallor whioh already ovorsDroad 

the French gentleman’s ooiuZS 
deepened Into ghnatlinoss ; it Tab a 
paleness like that of the doa 1 • i 
Wearodas ifftll the vital bbmd ha 
uddenly quitted hm body. Even Is 
Jlps beooroo aaby white: a ft,„r!,I 

wilffm taking plate 

within him. In a low momonti, ho rZ 

frotu bis Beat— opened the door of thn 

jHth^whioh IMommulti'lS 
W4er. door, whloh was oovorod with 


green baize and wbiol, nmially 

" Mo notiibiroi. d, l,„.iy Ootavian , 
tbrito |ii I,,. V' 

returiiiiu; to bii, , •(!„(. ; b«l I an, 
to Hp,„lc to y<>,, (n, a oiil.jMitt for tyko 
llmro miiHt bo m, '■ 

If Zoo wero not, 01,1,0 tv olornuul A 

nevorlboi, ,,,, (oil n ohilt oti.jlu, 
to her 1,0,11 1 : for fcboro woo 
foorfnl in M, V„l„oy'H !o„|(„ ; 

momoiif --Hoowtliiiig o,, roll of ,,i,g,||; 
horror, I imt it won ,ioiy w,,|| (,,1 

oubiloii In |„,iiii,(,„ iiij,, jj ' 

mniu'd 1 , 01,10!, ( : l,o dioyy |,i,| ,i|,,iir olojn 
to\v,sfili, hor ; i,,„i ho oiij.l Jt, „ yijj 
wbioh I, ml now ohou,!o,t from a,L. 
mour,if,il„..„„, < ■|•h..(, I 

to toll y-m, ho„ iiovor yot hoot, hmUhti 

uMniiiiru fifUM ; ftnil finm Vinir Hjifi njujj 

• t novel- (to fort I, I nom| 

mlvioo ,11 the awfoi (iihoi,,iia i,, whioli] 
am phi, -0,1 : 1 feel m.vi, elf lotoHv iinabi! 
to net. ncoordini! („ (he i<iii,h,m,o ofm 

myiino„r„ |i,'ii,„piiiigH. .Strong 

it,nid Imn hiiherlu h,.,.,,,. i.l,,, 

Which riro now po,i,tii„# |,,iv‘« rmlurcilt 
(<iam,i,'o Horn ehil.llu.o.la we„k,y 8 ,, 
You, L,i,|y Ootiivion, have iihowu yniiti 
eeif an goml, „„ hio.f, „„ 

fnwar.l,, iny daughter y<ni p, h,o 

HO mtieli Mferliiig „ei,m> that I ruiulilt 

iouvo rnycelf in y„„r |,,ind,i. Itutii, 
tirder that you nioy be einihleil to iiasiil 
me with your ,„„f dlinat m 

prootHulini^ii, I taunh toll you <?vrry(hitii{*" 
M, Volnoy foiutititi ; Zoi* |i,id no roelf 
, ’ -'‘f Ifimt lint lor f 1 ,„ proflcit, 

but aluMviiitod with inf, i,ri, Hf eurioHlfy, 
anri ,ihui will, „ ooloioi, fi oling of inicreot, 
for the t'XfibiimtionH tln,( we, ,* to louiie, 
“ I'intt of all," re,iuin,,il M. Volnaji, 
el, au* iiiforiu you of (be uatiirooi 
Unit tetter wl.iol, Alfre,| f )e|,,r,„o ,,lnotii 

III my Iniiitl bmi night, ]t ,, irfto) 
written by my wroiohml wife to Alfrcil’i 
lather : it »„« after tl,o hi -if, nf nir 
dawglitor ,K,d by Hh (enour It fully 
proved that uliliougf, they Jiad fornoias 
ume loved omhnfber wtlh that illloii, 
LUalafroefion r,f their’H, yet that wbi 
n* 1 1* prior til tlio writing el 
- lat lellur that their love had beoomt 
lowiiright orimiinil. Yea tin, ovidoaoe 
that aneb ifl the faoi fa Irieoiitrovertibloi 
•nr theioforo waa I onablei! ItiHfe nlglitt# 
ouibraen (JlMr|,i,, /„r time with 

veritably mu braeing a daughter I And 
tbu», too, tim barrier wbleh iny hidaoM 
Huapiolon had raised up agahiat tlit 
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hoflflibiHfcy of liotwdon hor- 

1'.. I Air..,wl Dolol'ino, llIlH HOIIIK 


fleTfiind AUfod Doloi'ino, linn ooniiod to 
exiafcl f**'* tlioio in niiot.lu)|---rtMO//t(:r,’' 
added M, Volnoy, witli ililUciilty imp-' 
oreefling a Imi'fll. oJ luif'oiiih,— " oiiloim 
indeed by y*'"' i""l '‘»doi- 

your RUidaaoo, Lady (,)ol:nvinii, it ouii bo 

sijrmoiinliod.” . 

"And thin othnr Imnuii' 1 naid /«o, 
still in a ntato uf tloo|) and iioloiiin 


hUiGW to mo/* HHid M, Vcdiioy ; mid 
I will toll you a. talo winoh you umi 
little oxpoidi ti> liom*. You are alioady 
Buffloienfcly no<[uainual with ]niHt ovontK 
to enable mo to take up my ntirrative 
from a pai’tioulur point, witlmut any pro- 
factory dotuila 1 iboroforo wiali to 
dirnoi) your atfcotition to lliat poriotl — 
that fatal [Kuiod — when 1 autldonly iHh- 
covered my wifo*a iniblolity, Sbo dit-d 
of a broken fioart. - ovorwludmod with 
Bhamoand diB/ijraoor- an yon have heard. 
The Vlflooiint Dolormo - that faUn^ friend 
who bnramo the author of i-o nmoh 
miflory— fled to avoid niy voniJ^eaiioo : for 
Isonb a friend to proyokn liim to a 
mortal duel in whieh 1 had naudved that 
one if not both abuuld (leriah. Hut my 
mind wuB made up : 1 waa dotnriuinod 
to have vonmvmeo : nnthinf^ but the 
blood of that man eould appoaao niy 
furioualy exulted puHaional Heaven 
: knows that up (a that iuHlant njy 
olmraotor had mwer tlieplayed itaelf in 
a (oi’OoiouH li^lit-my dlapuaition had 
novor dovohd>ed aavapie inatinuta* lint 
1 had oxporionood a wrong ho Htupend- 
OU0 that only an adetpiate veiigeanoo 
oould glvo r(mt to my perturbed and 
exoited Bpirit. At leant mioh wan my 
idea By Homo ineaue, whieh 1 need not 
now pause to doHaril) 0 * I got upon the 
Vi 0 oount*a trank — and I at oneo protoxted 
an inolination for a ehango of roHideneo 
to an Italiun tdime. I took my infant 
daughter and Marguerito with mo* Ohi 
often and often did I wonder within 
my«eU wheroforo I ontertaiuod the least 
love for that child, and whoroforo I did 
not cast her forth from mo ue the 
poaaiblo offspring of that illioit lovo 
which had diahonourod mo. But when I 
\ looked upon Olarino'e innooent ooun- 
; tenanooi fchoro wao a yearning toiuler- 
nees in my hourt which at least forbade 
me from being unkind to the babe even 
h if my Boul did not abaolutoly oleavo to 
b it. It was the voice of nature whisper* 
I ing, though faintly i within me 5 f(^ last 
I night ha« proven that eho Is Indeed my 


daughter I Good God, if I had diaoarded 
the ehild — If I bad repudiated her I — 
Oh, what guilt 1 wlmfc sorrow I But 
thank, heaven, of that crime I om in- 
nooentP' 

A look of grateful fervour, as those 
last woihUj wore uttered, suoooeded the 
Htrong rdnnhler with whieh the immodi- 
utfi previous ones were spoken ; and Zoo 
iiersolf ahuddoi'od' — for she had a pro* 
eentiinent that her oars were about to 
drink in some terrible revelation, 

Yen — I undertook that journey/* 
continued M. Volney, after a pause; 

0 and at every halting-plaoo 1 aeorotiy 
hut diligonily instituted those in- 
qiiirie'H which enabled mo to follow up 
the nine that 1 had originally obtained. 
Margurjrito farioiod that it waa my un- 
settled mind whieh oaused me thus to 
wander forth for long hours together: 
hut it was in reality for the purpose of 
making tho inquiriaH to which I have 
just ailudod. At length the intelligonoe 

1 reooivod led me to Mount St. Bernard 
— that portion of the Alpine range which 
overlooks Hunny Italy, Wo reached tho 
Uoripico: but now all duo to the Vis- 
count Delorme sootnod suddenly lost, 
Ho had not visited tho Hospice; and yet 
I had tlio positive certainty that ho had 
commenced tlm uBoont of tho mountain. 
1 waudrirod about for hours and hours 
together in that dangerous region of 
snows and glaciers; and tho faithful 
Marguorito whs more than over frighten- 
ed on my aooount. Yes— I dared 
a thousand perils while hunting a 
man on thoao Alpine heights with as 
much teiiaoity of purpose as over tho 
hard mountaineor displayed in chasing 
the ohamois. Thus several days passed ; 
and at length one forenoon, amidst r*" 
almost blinding sleet, I beheld a sin^ 
horseman tolling up a stoop slopf 
watt he— iny mortal onomy--the 

of my Hoareh— the mon whon 
hunting— tho Visoount Delorme 

•‘M. Volney/* said Zoa, shu^ 
and with a oouatonanoo p 
o toil mo no more— I b 
toll mo no more I I darr 
what tho rest of you 
bo: but it soema as 
hoard too much I *’ 

** Lady Optaviani ** said t-.- 
gentleman , in a voice that was so 
audible *' I beaeeoh you to heai 
rest I You must know every thing* 
else you wilt bo unable to assist me \ 
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your judKinoiift. Notliing tniiitl ho (st.ii- 
oealod from .voii—noUiinii: ivil.lihiilil, if 
you wore loffc (,o ooiijiMifciiro, i(i niij'hi (hII 
short of tiio terril)lc, the iin((jiti»(ljo« 
truth I BoHidon, ” oddod M. Voliiey, '■ 
few words will oxiilaiu tho rest - nttd 
those words olmll he (jiiiohly miid. " 

■‘No, nol" pimped Zoe; hut iier 
BOOentK were oven lens andihle t)i)ui 
those in wliiuh tho h’romihtnun Imd just 
beon Hpoakiiij' 

It was sinidst that (dond tjf fu'.'djnj;/ 
flloot, niinglod with snow ll.i hen " eoti’ 
timiod. M. Voliioy, lioedlentp ..f leidv 
Ootaviun'fi weak and feehie iiiliMriipiiun. 

“ that Iho lioi’BomiMi a<lvaii(!ed ) iii(Mid 
with my haok towards him uni il lie was 
on a lovol witli mo ; then in u<inm'(|ui'iice 
of tho BuddonneiiH with whieh I turned 
towards him, hin iiorso alarted, aliietl 
and flung tho Visoount fmm hin haek! 
Iho seono was terrible, 'I'he animal 

roared— foil haok ii[)(iii ita liniinehea 

audfdipping witliits liimlor I.,.,. fa, wa.i 
in an instant ovor the pieoipipui, ’ The 
fearful ory whioh it sent up from I he 
tromeiidons deptli into whieh it was 
plunging down, was like the voiees of a 
dozoii human boingu all eoimontrnha) in 
the horrible oonoord of one wild ten ilie 

. yell of agony. At tho same inslaiil, mv 

knee was upon tho breast of l.)(p|orm(' 
my hand grasped his throal. TIk' nnm 
of on thousand /lomis was hoilim, in llie 
hell of my soul : llioro was the strenath 
ofaturonvioeiathe lingers that were 
tightening about my enemy's nrek 

hldnTm’ '>"t he 

mo, than if he worn an infant i,, (b,, 
hands of a giant. And yet naturally he 
WOB far stronger than i-m<.re powerful 
of fo^rin-moro vigorous of arm and liu h 
Sh rr®/*’" P‘^'>'lmuoniun 

vindiotivo fury that romlored me at the 

time inyineihle-^resintihlr-doniiimn 

—and whieh gave mo the ntronutli of 
ton thousand. A fow momonfs ««d I 
B nrtod up with a revulsion of .uu.ulr- 
able hoiror m my soul ; for that viee 
Ike gripe of mine lind only rela^id « 
hold upon tho ViHnnnn^^ 
tho last breath ai d sT, „f ,! ’T^ 

gurgling from his V ^ 2 

corpse; «„d I-I, f u|v 

Meredith, stood tbor'o,a3t £E"S 

Alpine seono, a hrandod nmrderor f *’ 


neat; she le-. ine.! t.i,ii,.,J ini,, 

"it Mie Idn.ul lin.l eunll.ul i„ ' T' 

';i: •■'(- hut :;c 

(nn.neli (I,,,,,, 



“And Miiw. j.sdi 0:'(avi,,,i •' 
(.hu,e,i Ai, yu,„..., 

Vuupe. u y,„) |ui,ny „,y [ I * 

nul. sill unit fi-niii Irlislint; vnit willi it 
I luma (lisi. yuii A ill ,|,,j . 

wen a vi'iU'euilee wlii. ii I i ' 

"lid (In.indi led..).. I |.e,,„.|r.ile,r|b 
"ly.iiilt jiM(,ifb„| . 

'""■km:: ( .'• <i■•..ulli„.,t rev, for lo' 

•"""Hir ami ,ev u,,u ke,| 

'" •'" ■■"“"I'ii "II I he n ,n ld (no tS 
held that I uus il,n„ j,a,(.j|i,„| | 

ha!, ' ■! ‘""’f'''" ''"'I luy naussioso! 

i"'.';' ' ■" "■""h'nu' auuS 

, "i 'I""'' N evert I, ska, 

;i"r; '"•"■ lh"( V.m tv, II nnt betrs, 

' • 1 bavesiil 

7""'" (''"■■)•. I teak fr„, 

'"‘l’'‘‘''' l>‘■■'Ve hia i.lenlity; a„,i| 

t harSt ‘ dr’''’''’' ftM 

r„.il I '•“fll'le "Mew was Iindaliii 

In a faa- .ninnl,,,, |i,e l.ndy nf H, 

Vuiemint. tvaa ,‘nn,,,|e( ely v.'loped il 
'vin,lin,M,|„e; uddel, nature's luu,, 
myria.ls nf (1:,^ 

'"‘f;'- ‘‘'"-i "u K p.nve.l -.Sevm 

kT,'?!-,'! '’"‘ I''''' 'li«' 

<)i„i ,*f' 'h' tua,t„i,|en,,i ,,f snow l,v 

sevtr,*l i i '"‘I""" ; «ii‘l 

'I"l innc, year,, ,da|,„.'d ere tfl( 

■ "ndnonesa „nd Alfred were l.ai l„ the 

A a 'V 

reiii,rl ' 'K. I'’nntai,,i,l,|,.„u lo 

/ , . ' diMeevet'v to (uilreat niy 

h ynnisH towards b/i, (aibei ’a memory 

b<au„:e|, that, there rniuht b« 

nvioiieiluitien l,,dw,.,,n the ttv,, familuu; 

rauu(iiir'**l * i'^' * |•eel>iy<'d him with 

Hi s war h,el as if Ida father'. 

UDeii 111' ''isited anathi)ni,iti/,ingly 

mu s, ^ ‘kat tl.e young 

dimth ' ^ 1 ’** *" ""t bis 1- ire had metis’. 

whieh ofi (hail |,y an luioidsst 

whieh often overtake,, travellers umW.I 

Hlarim, r T' I"K. vet I iv,i} 

added Ootaviaii," 

"make, '< “"y i" n seiiunn torn), 

m Ikes onwards of us nil 1 “ 

ixiiisirvvl.i kriof pauso-ii 
for Him iir , ' * I m** not intorriipl- 

wliolininir *f' ' t f"‘''y tc ulmoat ovor; 
wimlming foolings: but tho Fronoh 
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gentleman anon ooiibiiiUtHl in tho follow^ 
ing atrain v- 

n I rttfuaod to give tho hand of frinnd- 
flbip to Alfred DoU)pmi\ It wm not, 
Lady OoUvian, hooauoo I in reality 
visited upon himfudf tho niun of his 
father; it was hooanoo 1 oould not hear 
tho idea of mooting, miioh \nm oneour- 
aging the vioitH of ouo wlmno pronenoo 
would oontimiouBly roinirid rno that liis 
fliro had mot hia death at my hand. And 
then too, tho horril>lo Huapioion oxiaiod 
in my mind that tho name blood which 
flowed in tho voiriH of Alfred Dolormo 
might n loo (low in tho vcinfl of Olarino; 
and 1 reooilod in oonaternatiim from tho 
Idea that it wae })()HHihlo for thorn to 
btummo onamourud of eaoh other. Thuii, 
in order to rid myeelf of Alfred J)olormo 
—in the hope of preventing him from 
seeking mo out hu* tho future — I roughly 
and rudely repelled hia oonelliatory 
ovorfcuroB, I rosurnml the air and epooeh 
of vindiotivoiiGHH : I Meat him away 
aaddenod and dejeetod. And then I lost 
no time in abandoning my home and 
taking Olarino with mo — it being my 
intention to bury ourtndvofj in hoiiio deep 
Bolitiuie. It wa« amongst tho Pyrenean 
rogioim or tho wilds of Oatalonia that I 
thought of nettling our Litnro abode; 
but on roaohing tho adjaoont village and 
on beholding this Chateau, I eoneoived 
the plaoo a.nd neighbourhood to bo 
fluffioiently auitod for tny purpose. It 
has however pleased heaven to dIroot 
the footsteps of Alfred Delormo hither ; 
and that whioh I ha<l flono ho muoh to 
avoid -that whioh I have ho muoh 
striven to prevent, has taken plaoo. 
They have mot— and they love eaoh 
other!'’ 

There was another brief pause: and 
then M. Vulnoy eonoludod thus:— 

“ One tromondous harrier has been 
broken down; it oeascfl to oxlst- That 
letter, whioh Alfred Dolormo must 
doubblesB have found amongst his do^ 
ceased father’s papers, when taking 
possession of his anooetral home^ — or 
whioh might have been in posaossion of 
the Marohionofls who so tenderly rodrod 
him— has oonviaoed me that my wife 
became not completely criminal until 
after the birth of Olanne, barrier 

therefore is destroyed* But how can I 
recognise Alfrodi Delorme as my sondn- 
law how can I extend the hand of 
friendship towards him— that hand 
whioh took his father’s Ufa I Oounaol— 
advise me, Lady Ootavlan» I pledge 


mysolt to fuJIii your injunotion, what- 
over t)my may ho! But as for that 
terrible hoc rob of mine 

I(i iii safe, M. Volnoy --it is aafo with 
me/' replied Zen, in a low voice of deep 
Holenmity. You will not expect mo 
to offer any earn rn cut upon that terrible 
portion of your niUTafcivo. But in 
rofipeet to Clarine— in respoob to tho 
Virtonunt -I oan have nohoaitatiou in 
olforing an opinion. If you insist upon 
Bovoring them, you will bo saorifioiug 
their happiness to the sonso of 

'* I understand you, Lady Ootaviau I’* 
flai<l M, Voinov : *‘t() tho sense of my 
own guilt I Yos, Ves— ifciaaol I must 
not bo selfish I 

•*N(), M Volney/’ observed Lady 
Osbaviiui improHHivoly ; there must be 
the ojmplebost self-abnogation on your 
part ” 

There shall ho— there shall be T’ ro- 
spondod tho Prormh gontlomau '‘Poor 
Olarino I she liaB already boon made boo 
much tho victim of my own wretched 
destiny V* 

Uo rose from hivS scat, and paced the 
room for a few instants with agitated 
steps ; hifl form was bowed^ — he looked 
ton yearn older than he had seemed on 
tho proooding day. 

'* Yoh— they shall bo united I** ho said 
Huddonly stopping short in front of 
Lady Ootavinn* tlttston md oonvey 
thiH intolligonoe to Olarino The bridal 
shall take place soon; and afterwards— 
aftorwarda/’ added M. Voluoy, “ I will 
seek some foreign country— there to 
dwell for the remainder of my life I” 

Zeo could not help oompassiouating 
tho unhappy man whoso crime had 
arisen from a sonso of dooposb wrong ; 
and whon aho issued from his presenee, 
sho felt that the tears were streaming 
down her cheeks. Having oomposod her 
feeUuga somewhat, she aped to Oiarine’e 
ohambor; and to that young lady did 
aho impart tho happy iDtolllgenoe whioh 
she had to convoy. We need soaroely 
had that Zoe roapeobod M. Voluey’s 
eeorot, terrible though it were. Joy-^ 
indoBoribabio joy expanded upon 
Olarine’e countonanoe; the sense of 
indisposition vanished ; and she hastened 
to apparel herself that she might wel- 
come her lover when ho should come, 
aooording to appointment, to learn 
M. Voluoy’fl decision. 
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OHAPrEH OVIL 

TirilJ DISaUISlilD ONJiJ* 

I'i’ was ovoaing. — a boaiifci/ul ovoiiing 
in (/he middio of ^i^optotnbor ; and a 
gentle breo^ae had auoooodod tho boat of 
a day of more fchau usual aultrinoss for 
that period of tho year* Q\mm Indom 
waa walking in tho garden attaohod to 
her beautiful villa in tho neighbourliotjd 
of Notting Hill and Bayewator: flhe wan 
alone, and roileoting upon tho juoidentH 
of her paafc life. Tho purple wliioh 
blended with the other huue of hor 
garrnonts, indioaiod that ahu wixw in 
mourning. Her drees was European, half 
oriental. JSho woro tho llowing eklrt 
belonging to tho fominino garb of tho 
former stylo: a speoies of oaftan, and 
tho undorgarmout do^^'cloping the rioh 
proportions of hor bust, were of tho 
Eaatorn fashion. Tho jetty inaHses of 
hor hair hung far down hor back, below 
her waist, and soomod like a thiok ohon 
veil which might bo drawn at will over 
tho oountonanoo. 

There was a coriuin degroo of pen* 
flivonOBs oxprotiflod in tho looks of tho 
Qaeea, which was not however attogotlior 
sorrowfuK Subjoote for mourning and 
rejoloiug were hlonding in her thoughts: 
on one aide was her father’s doath— on 
the other the uaauranoo which oho hud 
roaeivod from Olomont Bodoliifo that ho 
would aeoopfc hor hand, Still indora 
was thoughtful : aho walked with a slow 
paoo > and when roaohing a fountain in 
the midst of tho gardon, she stood there 
gassing upon the flow of tho orysUl 
water, and giving way to tho rodeo tious 
that wore uppermost in her mind. 

JTfom amidst a knot of trees au 
>minou8 oountenauoe was ourveyirig lum 
iVlthout preserving any uimoooHaury 
nyafcory in the present instunooi we wlil 
it onoo deolare that tin. Individual thus 
oonoealed was none other biian Barney 
the Barker. Nothing oouid be more 
admirable than tho follow's dieguiso— 
nothing more oompleto than histrans. 
mogriUoabion, so toapeak, Mo vvoio tho 
wig with frizzly ourls which the Duke of 
Marohmont had given him; his oonu- 
tenanoe_ wos stained duskily with tho 
dye whioh ho had obtained from the 
same source: he wore spootnolos; and 
a large overhanging moustagho oonoealed 

the malformation of his upper lip. in 
Mspeot (io apparel, the Barker had a 


very dooent appoerfiiino ; ,u„i j,,' , 
longer rokuiuod (.lie huge idiih whi„|, 
woiii, kii be Itii) nlmiiiik insoimrnhi 

oompiuiiun. in (iiiu diH,purto wum it tlw 
Biunuy hud dured to eome up |,u Ijuiidon' 
and now for iho (Inifc i,o |J 

lioaetruked into tiu) Kidundu of (i,,) viii! 
whore Queen IniJoru dwelt. 


Bittie imin)eet.ed the orinntul hidy that 
hIiii wiiii ill the oloiie vieiiiujp) of one ;y],„ 
liiirhoured uiieli evil deiiigiiu towurdu Imr 
little likowiae did ulio innH'iiui that the 
power of her heuuty wuh ai that iiiHliiiii 
oxoreiaiiig itti inlliiiuiee over Om eoiil ol 
ono^ of t,he ('re.iteut inii.oroantii in (,|| 
Ohriateiidoai, And yet luieh wuh tlin 
ouae. 'I'lio l{urker ".whiiiie diiiposilion 
WUH im.l.urul|y of a l.rutui ouilouHiiUda 
und tvlio ot all iiiiut in tho world wuii HkJ 
louHt HUHOnptihle of u m.iitiuiont that 
eould interfere with uny liuHinu.ia timt 
he liud on liuiid — wum now iiiiiii ten with « 
feeling hilherto unknown. It ujipeured 119 
if ho hud never righlly niilil ihlii niinutu 
eomprehunded whut feniulo liounty wna: 
but now ho hogun to underrttand whut ho 
WUH nieiuil by rogulur well ohiHelloil 
featiirea -hy eyeit of (iplt ndid liiHlre-by 
nobly arehing browH that gave inlelli. 
geiniu and lofty frankneeii to the eoiju* 
tenuneo— by the mugnitleent Hynimotry 
of Hliapii und by the hliuiding of ull Hint 
oleguiHie, grueefiilneHii, un.l dignity whiiili 
oe.ubined to render Indoru at onue tho 
fiiBoinuting and the .pieen like weiniin 
Hho WUH. yi.N.-.ull thiH did tho Hurkor 
begin to uppreiiiute; „nd tiio hruhil 
rutUanitnu of JiIh nature waa nieltinir 
uiidor till) inllitunue of Hint Hiipuriial 
hivuHuoHB whioh ho w<ih now mirveyiiig, 
nduud, thueuHtern lady uppeurod to him 
HJinothlng more than woman; hIio looked 
aa if she were a goodnuita : ihtiro was 
somothing about her whioh not nieroly 
ohaiiHod»it likewittu overawed; and ihero 
was a inomont when the iiiiioreaiitahiioHt 
lolbamfho oouid rush forth from h(i 
ambuah, throw himaolf at hor foot, and 
Implore her pardon I 

ludora paasod away from tho viuiiiage 

fniintn B irkor 
foUowod with Ins oyos hor slowly rol^Rft^ 

mLl'T^’i to himself that 

iH® «tn«ok by the 

hLitiiiw oxtsis in ft wornm's' 

L !l ? hitherto urn 

strangth. 

iiA**i him; nad it Hoemedas l( 

hooomo altogether * 

dififeronb being from what ho was, Indora 
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^jgftpppared in a iminutt of iho f'ravel- 
wallt : and Uion tdio Uuil<(5r iiidtoci hiin- 
self, ‘'Wlnilithn di3vil ia a)l ihia 

iioiw ovor inoK I fml jmd. liko n 
child. I auppoHO i<Mnuai, ho Ixmwuuu 1 
havu’t. got my (dub na utmul : iiiiil Ibn 

lllco a lion without hia Iw.ih and (dawa. 
And yat ihat lady in nnaoiunnm In'auU- 
ful I 1 novor thonf^lit. no Tuuuh boforo of 
wliata woniaidH good looka might 

Hero Indora vonp|HMiiod to thn Jhir- 
kor'flviow: ho loft oiT (u>niruunit»g with 
hirnaolf— bin ga'/o waa onoo morn rivotod 
upon hor. Aa uho draw nour(n\ In^ hn- 
held an oxfiroiiaion of imdTahh? ioidm^Hn 
pa«H ovor hor ootnitruan aim ivna 
thinking of In^r lato fallmr, ami Mio ioaiH 
fcrioUlod down h(u* (djorkn. Him rahuMl 
h?r k(n’ohi<N! tn wipo thorn away ; and 
the Hurlan- wan ntnntk by tbo t^xr(ui‘dlo 
modedling of luu* hand ami of aa iniiohnf 
till) arm lU) <ho hIoovo of tho oaftan 
eiiiTofod to ho viaihlo. 'rin n nhp thought 
of Olomont Hodi lilTo. iu)d a invoot aniilo 
played upon hor lipn, roviMvling agUrnpno 
of tho tootli of ivory whitonoaH. Tho 
Burkrr litorally iinivr^rod at tho rdrango- 
nuBfl of tlmao now fridinga whioh hi\d 
como ovor Itini; and again wan Im on llm 
point of inahing fnrili and im[j|orlng thn 
lady'a pardon for llio dndgn whioh ho 
luui ontortaimd iowarrlH lior. Hut ho 
chcoknd Id mao If ; for at tlio itiatant hia 
oar ouught ntlnir fooUdopn advunoing 
along a nuighhouring gravohwaik. 

It waa Kagcionah* who Houuht har 
miatruHH; and now tho IHirkor holudi! 
that aplondid Hindoo wotniu) tlm dark 
grandour of whoim boauty waaofao high 
an ardor, and v/hoao lltlM) birm wan of 
BO hay a do ro a aynunotry. Tho Hurkor 
WDH aiUuniHiu'd at tlu» Hpr'olaolo of thia 
now porHonilioation of anothor nlylo of 
founnmo (dnuin ; and aa tho two walkod 
away togothor, ho followed thorn with 
hifl giPAO. Uut In Idft own mind ho 
ondoavouvod to oHtublhdr a (dioioo 
holwi'on thorn, it Hotiltid upon Iiulom. 
Yot tho hoart of thia man, who wan 
etained with a thousand orimon, and 
himaolf a monator of uglii)irHa--dooply 
touohod hy both tho apeoimena of 
oriental boauty whioh ho had thus aoen 
You Hook uia, rny Sagoonah/' aaid 
Queen Indora, as they slowly walked 
away from tho fountain: ** have you 
any thing to communleato ?'* 

'*No, my lady,** awaworod tho ayah; 
" but you gavo rno pormisnion to join 

you oooaalonally when you woro alone 

•• 


“ Yea. my faithful Sagoonah/M'ojoined 
(he Quo(*n : “ beoaurto I have ftinoied 
that for tln^ iaat fov/ dayn you havo been 
poninvt) and mournful - or that at Icaat 
you havo had atrango flta of abstract 
tion 

* Oh, no, iny ladyP* said Sagooimh, 
lifting lior largo dark oyos with an air 
of tho moat ingonuouH oundour towards 
luora'a ooiiufconaiioo. I oau nasurG you 
that it ia nob ho — 1 havo ulroaciy given 
your ladyship tho Bamo usHuranoo 1'* 

" I am glad to hoar you repeat it, 
H:ig*K>nah/' remarked tho Qiioou j 

h(u*auBO you know tluit I exporienced 
an alTootion for you. You hava served 

mono Irulv and faithfully 1 But tell 

luu, Siigoomih/’ iiskod Imiora, thus sud- 
denly interrupting hoisolf, *' shall you bo 
glad yoon to roturn to yonr own native 
oouniry T* 

* I am always happy where your lady- 
ship is/ ropliod tho ayah. 

And you will go back, my Ssgoonah/’ 
l>romfede(l tiu) Queen, now amiling good- 
uaturr.dly and with a mirossing mannor, 

’* you will go hack without having lost 

your heart to any native of this motro- 

polirtr* 

Hagoonah atoopod suddenly down to 
a Uowor that grow on tho edge of 
the bonh r whioh Indora and horsolf 
were passing at tho titno : and thon she 
lookod up into tho oountonanoo of hor 
mistresH with the sumo ingonuousl^ 
frank expression aa hoforo. I’or ni 
instant Indora was smitban wibh a sus 
pleion— on aeoount of the inoidonfc o 
the flower, whioh had a sort of potulanoe 
in it*— that the words sho had used in 
good-liumourid jocularity had really 
touched a chord vibrating in tho ayal/s 
liuart: but this idea quickly vanished 
when fijagoonah thus gazed up at hor in 
HO oandid a man nor* 

** Yoa, my faithful dopondanfc/* opn^ 
tinuod tho Quoon. know that you, 
will rojoioo to rotuni to your native land; 
tmd tho time is not far distant when wc 
HliaU set off thither. And we shall not 
go alone, my dear Sugoonah,** proceeded 
Indora, a blush now suffusing tho delb 
oato duakinoRfl of hor complexion ! ^ I 

have already given you to understand 

^ . ^ 11 

A() Una inataut tho oonvoraation woa 
iatorruped by tho appoftranoe of Ohriation 
and Ohriatina, who wero advancing alone 
the gravel-walk— for onr young hero had 
lioon pftBaing the g. 4 a ^ ftfe-itjhP villa. S 
Sngoonah 
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walked back towarda the villa, brillianf- 
firea flashed forth from hei’eyoB*— and Mie 
Barker, a« she panaod olnwo by ilio Hpoii 
whore he still lay in ainbiiHli wat4 einl- 
donly floizod with amavjoment— voh> 
oven with a wild uii known terror an lie 
beheld the lir,httnn^^o of thnio }>urnin|' 
orbfli Shortly afterwards Qoeen Indma 
re-Gutorod tho villa in eompany with 
Christian and Christina ; and then tho 
Barker, stealinf? forth from llio f^roundii, 
betook himself slowly towards ti>o tnain 
road, — wondering at tho utranf^o foolin^H 
whioh had oomo over him and which 
had paralyzed his Firm at tho very in- 
stant Inrloru soomod to ho in his power. 

But notwithstanding tho tdiongtii of 
tho impression thno rnado ap{»n the 
monster at the timo, it gradnaliy grew 
fainter now that tho oustern lady no 
longer before liifl view. Ho begun lo 
ourso himsfdf for hie folly s ho thought 
of the heavy bribe whioh had boon f)ro- 
miaed him— of tho danger whioh ho irr 
oiirred by remaining in tho motropolln — 
and of tho faciUton whioh had been ludd 
out for hie omigrotion to Australia or 
some other part of (ho world. 

And have I hoen foal ojimudi/* ho 
said to himself, “to lono wight of all 
them there advantages just booiunm a 
pottiooat of a rayUior bettor shape than 
usual, was a flaunting aforo my oy«n. 
I toll you what, Barnoy,'* ho ooiitinuod, 
thus apostrophizing himseif : It^^ my 
opinion as liow you’re g<5tting to i>o n 
ouaaed fool ; and if so bo I hafl my stout 
stick in my fiat, Vd just lay it over your 
prooioiis back/' 

M. Barnes walked on : tho dusk won 
setting in— the lamps wore lighted — there 
were two oonl-inuouw linee (d illiuuitiaiirFii 
stretching towards Oxford Htroot, far m 
tho eye oould roaoh. All of a auddon 
the Barker was aoooBtod by some <um 
who aflkod him the way to a partioubir 
street whioh he named. Barney could 
soaroely repress a viwiblo wtart when tho 
voice first floundod in his oar ; for tho 
individual who thus aooosted him, wfui 
none other than old Jonathan Oarnahioi 
the parieh-olerk and sexton of Wood- 
bridge. 

•*Woll, yea— I do know tho way/' 
replied tho Burkor, rendering hie voice 
as soft and oily as ho poflaiFdy oould : 

but if 00 bo yoidjo a atrangor in 
London, sir, I Fjhould advise you tu take 
aoab — 

n The faot is, air/' interrupted 
Jonathan, “lam walking on principle, 


It is tho lii'Ht time I wan over in London- 
and I want to kiurvV noni'‘tlnf>g fibmit It' 
thoroforo 1 Ijko (n find my way on foot 
and if I loan it, I iiuiiiire it/’ 

QiiitcMight, air riglitT* 

tho Murker, ** MiH. ynu ungju^ (o tab 
ram td ynuraolf I ruoun of yonr pookols 
ynu know 

“ Ami MO I do, air/' anawcu'od j'onuthiia 
Oarimijin. *' Tvo nmd in b-oka /imU'vo 
also Imuim (old tiod. Loinlnn jibninuls in 
([iioor cdnO‘an(rna : but .1 kanp iny inoiiov 
for (Im moat ptut at u^y lod/MFFgFF, and 
jnut OOUH5 out with au mu(!b an I think I 
may nainiro." 

'* Quito rig lit, air -Jigaiii said tho 

Mnrkor. “ I iiapjaui to l>o going a partuf 
ytmr way ” 

“ In winoli <uuin/' Mfiid (ho old Fioxton, 
“ 1 fdiali bn happy (o avail inytioll of 
your guidancjo, 10xoiuu» rm\ air, lull I 
aaw at tuioo ( hat you worn a rite|iootable 
man nr td(Fo ( abould i4o(. bavo tukoa 
the libnriy in addroHU you." 

"Qoito rigid, air." ludd ibo Murkrr, 
wlio now tha(. ho loui got loild of a 
par(.iaular pbraao, iuir|ntti upon it; for 
ho thought (hat it bad ludpod to mslio 
f ids favoiirablo iti)pr(‘atd<m, 

Tboy Walked along Mjgid.hor. Mr. 
Marmut was Hatiaib!<l tha(' biu dhigiiiBO 
was itompbdo: and from tba moment 
tbidi douutbaii Oatnabin luid nuMitionod 
tli(t monoy at Ids lodgiiuOF tlm Murker 
r*xpni‘innf}fu| an inn';‘iiFl ibln in<diiirillon 
iowurda hie wnnind pranfbuMf. Ho Hiuv 
mj muuori why lio abould not ilommlhc 
Hnxtnn if p(aaub[t»; and moKHivor lio 
oX[>nrionvnd a aorl of pride and on in< 
waffl gloating oatiafantioM a( tin* Hmn^ht 
of being thus able an tlbuitually lo 
dootdvo the old man in loupiud. to who 
roully WHS, 

*' Have yon lumn huig In Lomhm, 
uir'f*^ in(|nirm) llm Murker, apoaki^g 
id(>wly,and mommring bin words as muoli 
HH pnSHibln, for four that bo Blunild hit 
out anv favnnrito exprossion of bis omt 
and which might raisu (Jarnaldo'B 
suspioionm 

**Oidy i\ mattor of three or four dayu, 
sir/' rOfFpondiid tho eextom "1 porsiirmi 
you live ill London, sir ?’* 

** Yoh,“ anoword tlio Burkor ; ’ Tm 
a man of bufiimmu — 

“ Boiha|i?i a hiwyFM'i Haid (be 

sexton impiii ingly. 

^*\Vtdl, I do a little jn tho onnvoyftno^ 
Ing line now and then/* rn joined the 
Burkor, 
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I. And very profitable too, nir, no 
Soubt?" nakl tbo ooxtou, wlio waa 
ploaeod aa well 110 proud of having fallen 
in with auoh good oompany, 
o Quito right— quito rigitt, iiir I ' naid 
Mr. Barnoa ‘‘I do manage to get a good 
livin' l)y the tranafor of pro[)orty.’’ 

" I 0iif)poHo you attend tho Oourta, 
dr— tbo Baw Oourto, I moan 1” eon- 
tinued Jonatlian, 

'*Not more than I oan help,” rotipniid- 
od the Buikor “Tliat’a a atmouphore 
that don’t agri'o with mo ” 

“ Too hot and oloao, air 1" irnggontod 
Mr. Carnabio, wlio v/aii iiiolined to bo 
chatty and to make himHolf agreeable. 

"Well, it don't agree with mo worry 
well,” rojoinod Mr. Barn ia: " it alwaye 
givoH mo a queer feeliu’— lint porliapa 
you’d like to take a droji of Huimuut, 
air?" ho nuddonly intorruptod himself, 
foot ne ho waa on tho very point of 
adding that tho queer nonHaiion ho 
alluded to very inueh reueirildod a crick 
in tho noolc. 

o 1 think I’d rather nob take anything, 
sir, till I got to my lodgiiiga,” said 
Jonathan : " but if you would oondeHoend 
to atop in with mo and drink a quite 
glaHH of brnndy-and water, I ahall fool 
very proud My laiullonl ia a nuperior 

Bort of mall bo is a fiohoolinaotor and 

parish olork Mr. Chubb by name. 

Torliapa you have hoard of him, air 
" I've hoord tqo ak of a man nanieil 
Chubb, whioh ia famoua for luokiiig 
looUn,” anoworod the Burkor ; " and I 
can't aboar ’’ 

But hero ho ahookod Id naolf again i 
and tho truth v;aa that old Jonathan 
Oarnabio did not take particular notioo 
of the Burkor’a bad grammar and 
peculiar pliraaeolo.'y, ao pleaaod and 
flattered waa ho at having fallen in with 
a legal gentleman of buoIi groat roa* 
pootability And then, too, it waa tho 
old oexton’a firat aiipoaranoo in London : 
ho had boon aoouatomocl to tho country 
all hia life- and ho woa itiolhied to view 
every thing and everybody portaitiiog to 
the raotropoHa in a euporior liglib- The 
Burkor— more and more eon vinoed that 
tho mystery of hia dieguiao waa ahaotuto- 
ly impenetrable, and ronolvod to amuse 
as well aa benefit himself at Jonathan 
Oarnablo’a expense— hagaii holding forth 
to him on the hoauticB and wondora of 
the metropolis, with tha idea of render- 
ing himaeif as agreeable as possible, ^ 
•• This here ia a worry fine road, ' aaid 
ijtfr. Barnea 5 " as straight as a harrow 


tight up to Oxford Street till you oome 
to tho ooriior of the Tottenham Court 
Roatl and St- Giles’s. You see thla hero 
pate on your right hand loading into tho 
Bark ? Well, it’a Tyburn.” 

“God hliuifl mol" said old Jonathan, 

■' Not whore tho people need to bo 
hanged i*” 

“Tho worry idontioal aarae," respond- 
ed Mr. Banieti. Thoro s many a fine 
follor has rode a horse 'theroi foaled by a 
aeorn, and danced upon nothink amidst 
v/orry groat applause. My graadfabhor 

“ Moat likely 8a,w many auoh sighta?" 
aaid Mr. Carnabie inquiringly. 

“Yea. — ho was raytlior fond of ’em," 
rejoined the Burkor, who had been upon 
tho point of lotting out that hia reapeo- 
table aiiooBtor wna one of the individuals 
who had given a terrible notoriety to the 
distrlot of Tyburn, "Pray, sir, what’a 
your idea of the punishment of death 
“ Why." aiinwerd , Jonathan, who was 
imbued v/ilh all antiquated projudicea, 

“ I think that when a man hna done a 
great deal of wiokodnoHO, ho ought to bo 
put out of the world." 

“ Quito right, sir— quite right I” aaid 
the Burkor omphatioally. " I'd hang 
’em all, tho aooundrol 1 I auppoae you 
havo oome up to London, air, on a little 
bnalnoBB ?’* 

o Yea,*' answered Jonathan; " and I’ve 
got all my expenses paid, as well aa good 
lodging found for me : ao that I’ve got ft 
littio oppru tunity of enjoying myself in 
a quiet way.” 

’* A country gentleman, I peranme, 
Mr 1” aaid the Burker, with aa much of 
lui insinuating tone ns ho poaaibly 
aaaume. 

•* Not exactly a gentleman,” rejoined 
old Carnabie, who was a man of truth, 

«< I hope you won’t think the worse of 
mo, air when I tell you that I'm a parish 
clerk 1" 

*' Why, if there’s a class of men that 
I cotton to more than all others, ’’ ex- 
claimed the Burker os it in admiration, 
“ it’a tho worry roapeotahle one that you 
bolonga to. I’ve always found ’em a aet 
of intelligent aay nothink to nobody set 
of chaps ; and at this present speaking 
I've got three ooualna and two unolea 
whioh is pariah-olerke themaolvea. You 
ahould just see how fond the Aroh- 
bishop of Weatminstor is of my cousin 
Tom !’• 
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<^D 0 ar me V* ejaoiilatod *<Mr, Carnabio: 
I was not aware I’that there wan an 
Arohbiflhop of Westminator/' 

** To bo Buro I" ejaculated the Bin her; 
** he livoa just t’other side of tho brid{»o 
— -a beautiful palaoo, with tho Nofcv:d 
Stout Houbo on one aklo, and the fiininna 
saasage nhop on t’other. T’ll moo if I 
oan’t get my oouaiti Paul— Tom I meun 
--to introduce you to Iu« lordfibij).” 

Mr. Carnabio was quite eonfoumled at 
the idea of auoh an hotionr: and when ho 
had Boinewhat recovered from ita rhootMi 
he oxpregBod hifl aoknowlodgmcntM in 
suitable terms. 

Oh 1 1 on n introduce yon to a many 
fine folks,” oontiiUHul (ho Bnrkor* 
There’s the Chief Judge at Ihn old 
Bailey, and two or three of the inagiH- 
tratefl, which knowH me unooinmon well. 
How long, flir^ do you tliink of etaying 
in London V' 

^*It all depends on oiroumatanocH/’ 
replied tho nexton* “ I am not entirely 
my own master. But. oxoiino mo, sir. for 
not being more oonftdonUal on llm 
business that has brought mo up (o 

town ; it’fl quite of a private nature ” 

** Pray don’t make any apology, sir,” 
interrupted Barney, You’re quite 
right to keep your own oounHcl. What 
did you say your name wjio, sir ?'* 

‘‘ My name is Jonathan Carnabio, at 
your sorvioo sir,’’ responded tho old 
sexton. 

“ And mine, sir, is Mr. John Btnirii/’ 
rejoined the Barker* ** 1 don’t happen 
to have a bit of paBto-hoard about mo at 
the moment; but I shall bo worry happy 
to see you to dino with ino tmmorrow 
at my house, No Bd7, QrosvenorHquui o. 
No ceremony, you know. Just a bit of 
Ish. tt plain jint, and enmmut of that 
jort— with maybe a bottle of wlno or 
10 .” 

Again was Mr. Carnabio oonfonndod 
by the honours and favours thus flhowor*. 
ed upon him; and again wore his 
aoknowlodgmonta duly exproflsod. Ho 
and his companion walked on together, 
until at length they ronohod tho com* 
monoement of tho atreet In whioh Mr. 
and Mrs. Chubb reoided, and whioh the 
flexton now recognised as the locality 
to which he had sought to he directed. ' 

“I tell you what,” said tho Barker, 
“ let you and mo be alone together over 
this glass of brandy^and-water that weVe 
going to have at yourplaoo: cos why, 
don’t you see, I don’t know nofchlnk of 
your landlord— ond It won’t do fora 


man like mo to dnmoan liissolf to aaeool. 
ate wiMi ev(M*y hotly.” 

"But Mr. Cliiiid) inn parinh clork I” 
oxoliiiinod Joni^lhan : and I 
you jmd. now tuiid — - ” 

‘‘ All right, my pood friend 1*’ jtpoj, 
ruph^d tliO Burhnr : '' f don't ||y 

my w(ii*d, P'lriMli olnrl!i! in the best 
foilora in oxiHloinm: but I liajipon to 
Itiunv iMifiiniHt of tida man 
that I t‘omo into fhia nirert and nHiullcol 
where Im livt*a,” 

’‘Why, in he not a ri'i'penfahlo por. 
mn\V ii*(|ein'd Mr, <!arriu)dn In nnto. 
ninlunent. 'riioue who leoomrnoiKlnd 
mo to hin lndginaM--or w)io iiidond look 

ihrni for me, I Mhould rather nay ** 

Wtdl, well/’ Maid llin Burker. " ho’a 
rcape(dable cnonfdi na far aa the world 
po( M. Bid hefasixi you find mo ami llio 
peal/' fnhh d Mr- Barmai, lowering ha 
voice io a (andldcnii d whiaper, “ ihcro 
i^a/t a burial Ibat tjihea ptacM^ in Ohiilih’fi 
churobyutd (but he ihm’t make tenor 
twelve puinmiM mere nut of It tlian he 
had on«'J,t to rio Vnn nnderaland mo-- 

a mal la ae pond /oi n wink fuel Clmbl) 

ia hiind and plovo wifh 'be 

‘Mloil hb’HM mo ‘‘ njannialed old 
Jonathan, oloppifp' anildtoily libnit do 
you mean lo laiy lliaj |m iu in lOiigiio 
with the lehurrmitinidid a 
‘‘Nolhink mere nor leea/’ amiworod 
the BiU'ker. “ Bui lieep your own (uiim. 
ael. It ifui’t formiMn mokn minehlof; 
I only tell ;^on thin in ehnw why 1 den’l 
ehnene exactly to itut my feet nmler the 
(lame tnahepany v/ilb Ibia fi?llnr ( Judil)/' 
Oht tlonailnm CiuiuiMe pave a ili}ii|i 
groan of bocror; but lim Biuhcrhafl- 
toned loaptfuk a ff'w rt'adjiorinp wordni 
find they enidiriued Modr uay to the 
front door nf Mr. (‘buhb'ci r^ aidriiee. 


CHAPTKii (;vnL 
(amnNdATiuw ok mruKKu’s 
AUVIJNTUUKfi, 

Tua'C door Was ojmncrl hy tho alipshod 
sorvanLglrl who wna maid ob nib work 
in tho house , and Joimtlmn Oarnablc 
led the way to tho littlo parlour whioh 
ho oooiiplod and wJdoh was tho vorj 
same that Christian Ashton tormntod at 
tim ilmo ho waa private auorotaty lo that 
illuKtrioufl potentate, tho Orand Duka oi 
Maxo '^StoSburg • Quotha, Bamoy thi 
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t^arker followed hin now acquainl-anoo t 
So the purloin' : the (»u'l wub orclorod tl 
to bring op gluSHOH and bot water : tlio n 
brand y^wuB prod need ; aiul after having b 
imbibed the oontenlo of the lu'Mfc fcinnblor. u 
Jonathan Oarn-ibie found bin i.pintf) ox- b 
oanding after the diuiiii blirown upon b 
Fhem by fclio torriiile aupennon (lung g 
agaiiiflt the oharaotor of hiu landlord Mr. i 

^**^You’ro worry oomfiutablo hero t 
worry oomforbalilo indeed,’' mid the i 

Burkor. looking around him. 

“ Yob ” aiiBworod donablnm, ' biioro ih i 

nothing'bo eoin|)lain of in reHpeob bo bho f 

lodgiugH. I’vo gob a nioe little iKidiooin 

exactly overhead.' i .. .,i 

“And I hope you look yonr door ub 
night,’' aaid bho lUirker, in a low voioe. 

“ Not that 1 moan to Hay the people of < 
the houBO would do uuybhitdr wrong : < 

but London Ih a queer plane, am! Ihievon 
IB like ghoutoBOH—thoy inBituvabos thoir- 
BBlvofl hero, there, and everywhere , 

Thank you foi‘ tho hiatt, diud old 
Jonathan, refilling hiu tiAUibler. “ I ni>- 
flolf have had a little bit of 
in roapeob to the oouBiimmato villouy ol 
a London Bomuidrel. Did yon ever 
hoar of a man oailod Barney the Biuher? 

« I oan’t Bay that I have. roBpJnded 
the individual hiinnolf, Hpoaking in a 
Blow and iiioaBured tone, afl if he were 
racking hiu uiomory upon the point. 

“WhoiBhel’ , 

“A murderer-* and everything that in 
bad," replied Jonathon •* Uo imuio 
down into the country— I took ^ 

aivaBBifltant-tho ungrateful 
very near murdering mo— but 
oame at the very nick of I, '* 

fled precipitately, and jdiinged I*'*'” 
river. It was thought that ho was 

drowned : but only a few days ugn^ 

turned up aomowhoro in ‘ 

Surely you must havo hoard, Mi bmtth, 
of a houHO that was entered by the pohoo, 
and whore on digging «1> the 
Bome underground place. “vidonooB wore 
diaoovorod of barbaroua inutderB having 
been oommittodr’ „ 

" To bo Burol Now you mention it. 
Bald the Burkor. "Ido know Bumraut 
about it. It waa in the papera -waBii b 
it?*' 

YeB," replied Jonathan j‘'and heavy 
rewards wore oUered for the ‘ 
of the wretohoB. I hope they, will e 

'“l iope they will/’ added the Barker, 
as he ooolly sot about compounding hia 


third tumbler of piinoh. "Well, all 
them thinge, Mr. Oarnobie," ho oonti- 
ntiod, " ohowB how oaretul you ought to 
be in looking your doora of nights and 
Btowing away your cash in a place of 
Biifoty. I toll you what 1 do : I alwaja 
have a iiiattur of five or six hundred 
giiiacaB in myhuUjio; and I poke it all 
up the ohimtey in my bod-room. That’o 
betwixt you and nio ; but no one wonld 
think of looking up a ohiniley in Boaroh 
of nionoy." 

‘ I ooiiteub mynelf.’’ answered Jona- 
than, " with looking up tho little I have 
fj^ot in my l>i)x. It iua't miiob — but still 
it's too nnioU to lose." 

“ Quite riglit I quite right 1" said the 
Buiker: ' never throw away a ohanoe,’’ 

111 thin manner they oeiitinuod to dis- 
oouriie tor iionio little while longer' until 
old Jonathan Oariiabie bsgan to feel the 
offcota of tho hob-braufly-and- water which 
ho wail drinkiog. Then tho Barker sug- 
gofltod Boinothlng about the propriety of 
a little bit of aiipper— adding " that he 
waH iilwayB aooustotnod to tako^ a 
mouthful at nine o’clock in the evening, 
at his maneion, NO' 347, Qroflvonor 
Square,— where he should bo happy to 
HOC hiB friend Mr. Oarnabio to dinner 
at five o’olook on tho morrow." 

Tho old Sexton, in Bpito pf the 
ponurioiioiicBH of hia habits, thought that 
he oould not posBihly do othenviBo thati 
Rive the boBt posBiblo entortainmonb tc 
80 liberal, gonorouB and hospitable c 
friend ; and ub ho liimBoU had dined al 
two o’clook. ho had no diBinolination lo: 
a Buppor. Ho therefore euggesbod i 
rU'op-Btoak, and was preparing to rlnj, 

I tho boll to order the oame, —when the 
I Btirker oaught him by tlio arm, Baying, 

I " Stop, my good friend 1 don’t trust that 
> dirty drah of a Bervaiib to go “uh ^ 

. buy anythluk for you. Thorea nothinl 
, like ft lobster for supper •, aud it jubi 
, happens that my own Hahmonger llvoi 
; elofloby. Nooffenoe-bubl'l go myael 

0 and fiond in tho fluoBt ho 0 got. 
a Jonathan vowed that ho would pay 

forth© lobster ; but Mr Barnes would: 
" not think of suoh ft thing ; and he issued 
t forth aooordiugly. Proceeding to the 
b neareeb flahmonger’s he ft 

fine lobBter, which he ordered to bo aent 

V to Mr. Chubb’s ! and on bis way back, 

V the Burkor just dropped into a chemist s 
.« flhoD. whore he procured a small phial of 

a oeHaln liquid drug which ho pretended 
n to be under the neoeesity of taking. He 
?8 then returned to Mr. Chubb’s abode, 
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and rojoinod hit) friend Mri Jonalhiui 
Oarnabio. 

Tho lobflfcor was aorvod up ; and fJin 
old aoxtou reliahed it all the more that 
ho bad not boon oompolletl feo |>ay fur it. 
Another jug of hot water waa brouglit 
up : the tumbler worn roiillod : and tlio 
Burker aoizod the opportunity to (KJiir a 
few dropo from hla phial into don tMiau 
Oarnabie’fl glana. Five min u ton after- 
wards the old aoxton waa lying baelc in 
hio arm-olmir in a atato of ooiupieie 
Btupofaotion. 

The Burlcer roeo from Idw own iioalr- 
took a oaudio in hie handH^-and oropt 
auftly up the Btaira to tho l)ed-roum 
overhead. To foroo open tlie box wue 
tho work of a few moments ; and at the 
bottom of all tho (dothea ti)e villain 
difloovorod about thirty eovoroignH in u 
stooking, 

Weil, the game waa worth playing 
for/* he said to hiruuolf, an ho m)ouio<l 
the coins about bis poraon ; and then he 
oautiomly crept down tho utairH ngain. 

At that very inetant tboro wan a loud 
double knook at tho front door: the 
Barker, hastily puflinu out tho candle, 
put it iu a oornor ; and tho next imUant 
ho himaelf opened tho dom\ A tall 
gentleman in a oloali wan on tho utopa ; 
and Barney at onoo rooogniMod tho 
person who had ou ouddonly inturfurod 
to prevent hie murdorouo doaiga on old 
Jonathan Oarnabio at Wood bridge. Jjut 
not for an instant did tho Barker loao hia 
preBonoe of mind; ho ioBued forth : and 
tho next moment tho aorvnnt girl 
appeared to auflwor tho imiiiirv of Mr, 
Uedolifio— for he, m thi» vendor luui 
doubtloDo undorfltond, wne ( Im tall gcu tie- 
man iu the oloaU- Wo muat add tiuit 
not for an iu«tanl had Mr. lioduliftu «ikj- 
peoted that tho Individual who had jmit 
pasaed him waa tho mieoroant Barker, 

We muflt follow tho foutatopa of the 
last-mentioned poraoiu On turuing tho 
nearest oornor, ho quiokonod hie paoe-- 
he sped into Oxford Street— and ontor- 
mg a oab, ordered tho driver to take 
him to Whitoohapol Church. On arriv- 
mg there tho Burkor diamlased tho oaL 
walked along for a few minutoB, and 
entering a j^pubiio-houeo, oate down to 
relleot upon the course wbioh ho ahmild 
now pursue. Ho somowhat ropontod tho 
trlok he had playod old Jonathan 


and whodicj' or not it 


UttWabie. Not thot ho rogrotted having 
ohtftinod poflaoBBion of tho thirty 
wvereignfl-very for from it; but ho 
feftWa there would bo a hue and or;— 


wiiii miiipoottij 

tiiiil. i(, wall viu-ii,nl)ly till! Iliu kiii- whoU 
(loiiiiiiif.lt'il Uiii inhliory, nr» aoourMo 
(;l liia jinaionl. jionio,,,] 
apjioaraiimi Haiiid bo nun, („ , 

I(ulilioi(y. 111. oiiinl. (Iionifoco (ilionoa 
hill (liaaiiii'o , niiil if, ,y„|, “ 

thin niibiinv:, lin y.nii now ilotil,,, 
wilhiii liiiiK.i-lf, « 

It '.van a lonal! pultlia-lu,,,,:,,, j„ „„ 
iibHaiiK) i.lroot btniitij! onf, „[ 

oliapol, wliioli liaini'V liml l.injii I'litoml' 
■I'lion' Wan only ono olino' ja'inon in tho 

littin pafloiii- at 11,0 linn,; 

iljvnhial iipiualilv niiio nnd („(,!( i,|j 
lii'jmrhiro, A fow iniiHilcn nflorwurdj 
tin. .;<ioi op.oird; ntiii unotlior porson 
oritoriul, III) v.oio a linv oiinvinid jj^j 

with vary bro;oj brimn bciiratli whioh 

a.|ipoiin‘il inaiivori of nnl Imir ; and Jio 
had largo wbiaiuna. of a oonoapoi„|j,m 
him. Ilo OHIO a pai,- of 
nimobioloa whioli bavo nido.nlaimiai;' a,ui 
am dononiinat.Ml ,.|ia,l,.n, binna brown 
imlotot, or ovDtvoal, wan biit.l.oiiinl up to 
till) lliroat, wbiult wan t'lioindnd by a 
Ibiob uliawl.iimiki iobiiif, 'I’lio ovnr (lont, 
IKMK'II an tho pray |iiill(al<n>ii,i, worua 
littlo tiu) winno for worn-; arid it was 
dillmiilt at a (irat plaiion lo jinjgo w|im 
tho Mdoial ponition or Ibo avnoatiuii o( 
Urn no ividiial niipbt. bo. ‘n,,, waitiir 
folliMvod iiiin into ibo rooinwilii a glass 
ol hot pin.inubwator ; tlio pronu.upoulU' 
olod otraiii^or Ibrow down ii (loviiraiuii 
ninl fooriviai tlm nbani'o. Hofom Iho 
waller bit tbo parlour, tho ibirkor 
orilnrod Ina owij gbrnn to bo mitibul ; 
and in tlm iimanwliilo, hu wan furtively 
"tirvoyinp tbo individual win, had just 
ontcrod, j'lin bitter wan doing iimninely 
llu» ritune tiling in mapeotto tho Hnrlior; 
and thoiii.'b the „y,:a of i,,,,.!, 

iijioulaelea, yet oueb opfieured to 
Imve tho iiitoiMve auepieion that ho wiis 
ho ohjeet of t,bn«„ Hieaitby rogarde oil 
the part of the other, 

Tho waiter brought in Iho fntith Htipidy 
of apirite-and- water, whioh tlm Unrkof 
had orikuod and whim he had rotirod, 

tl‘0 rurlour 

BloalUiy manner an before. At length 
Sal. n'’’ V’f « <»"d laugh ; and 

Tin. it’a o*oolle«t I 

•Iho o ily thing in it Hfooi/ood) 

I'o won the dia- 
g lu.ilvMiual who had hu rcuontly 

alarm at that BUdden guffaw on IhB 
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Burkor'o piu’fc : lint 

[rieiure voioo, ho waf» roliovud M a world 

\t terror. 

“You (Ion’ll nioim to ony tliiH hi yoii; 
Barnoy ?" oxoiiiiinod Juok, im tlioy iiliook 

you fooH No inoutlimin)' of 

nnmeBl” gro'vU'tl tlio llurlu i', imvuroly. 
•But 1 toll you that yoii’yo ilouo tlio 
tbiiig too ati'oii;.'; tliat i tal wi)' ol your’ii," 

10 (lontinui'il, io a, low voioo. ■' iao't 
lat'mh tlioiu fakio w liinkorii in too hufiky: 
ind thou jou'vii not tlio woiy iilontioal 
broad-hrimnioil tilo you iviui alwaya uaod 
to wonr. What do you Ihiuk of thin for 

1 innflquoi'diu({ ooiduiuo ’<”• and tho 

Bufkor glatiood ooiii|dammtly ovar kin 
3 WU pornoii. 

“I novor rdiould havo kiioivn youi' 
inflwoiod diiuk. 'Itutliiay, dou t you 
liniik tlio jiooido of tho liouao will lliiidi 
it odd that two nuoh (lucci-loiduun chi>.|m 

^bolU with HjioolaidoH on alum hi moot 

in thidr parlour ’f" 

" Whoro uro you liviiif', .laokJ” iu- 
quircd Itarnoy, hutdily. 

“ Pretty oloau hy," wmi the ifaputau). 
'Tvo got fi hit of a lodMiuit, and tlirco 

or four Horto of dianuiaoii " 

'.I'lio very tioket I ’ I'aiti the liiirkor. 

“ Toll U8 whom it ia, Tlum you po oh 
firat—I'll folUw in a. low juiuuloit“-aiid 
wo'll havo a (dmt ahuut our alTaiia.” 

Tliia uvauneiuont waa oarrk-d into 
oflool ; and in Bonujlhinfi; loan thati half* 
nn-huur tliu Hurlnsr and .laolc Hmudloy 
wore eoiitod tonolher in u anmll poorly* 
furnifthod haok romn holonniug to n 
houBO ia ono (jf Ihe olmouro iutrr(iw 
stroota loading out of tho t’oinmoroial 
lioad. 

“ And BO you haven't hoard any think 
about llah 1“ euid tlie llurker, tkiiH rcJ* 
Burning tho thread of a oonveraation 
whioh waa tomporanly Intorrnptod hy tho 
proocBH of mixing ooino HpiritH-niul water, 
tho ttiatoriala for wliioh .lack Hinedloy 
had juat placed upon tho tahle. 

“Nothing of lu^r," atiaworod tho liiat 
named iudividuai- “ I anppOHe you know 
how I gave tho dotootivon th« Blip at 
the Bttttioa the other day i and ever ainoo 
I’vo beon playing at hido*au(i-fleok with 
thorn.” 

“You don't nuian to nay they're on 
your truck ?" demanded tho Barker. 

“I hope not,” reaponded J«ok Hmod* 
ley, ahuddorlog violently at the bare 
idea. “ But what ia it otherwiao than 
playing at htde.and*»eok when one ia 


obliged to go about in all eorlia 6f die- 
j'uiiH'H ? I'm (imo X don’t how it hi to end; 
I’m uiioomttioii tired of thin kind of life; 
hub I don't diiro loavo Loudon — I think 
it’ll llio HiitiMil. pliioe lifter all when one’s 
in trimhlo.” 

"No doiilit of it!” romarlced tho 
Ihirkor. “ Put tho pooplo of (his hoiiiic?” 

'•Oh I they’m all .vight onongh— or ut 
loioil. X hope HO,” rc'joiiiod Jack ymcdloy. 
" 1 piimi 104 Mr. WilkiuH licm : and l.bey 
think I'm a bi'gi’ing-lottor inipcstor or 
iiomaUiing of that Hurt, You may very 
well ituppoHo tliat 1 Jjiivo not taken tlio 
troublo (o iindoeoivo fiieni.” 

•' I iilmidd rayther think not,” replied 
tho ihirkor. “ An for myself, I’ve just 
heen doing a little bit of businoHS whioh 
riuidcrs it neeemmry tliat I should turn 
luyiiolf inside out and put on a new 
iliugoiso.’’ 

"Well,” reH|)ondod Jaok Hraedloy, 
” there is ehoieo oiimigh hero . for you i” 
and opciiing a box lie displnyed several 
disguiueii of different kinds, and oaoh bs- 
ing as unlike all the rest as possible. 
'• ihit whoro havo yon been living in 
London f” 

'* I haven't hoen living nowhere,” re- 
joined the Bui'kur: “I only oomo up 
to town this morning —and I don't Ihtok 
niy tianie has yet llgurod in tine l>'aahi( 
able Arrivals. 

"And that diiiguido that dye for ye... 
•fues ■’ 

“ Oh I it’s too long to toll how I oome 
by it,’’ interrmited the Buricor, 'T’vogot 
sumo husinorm in hand that will keep mo 
in London for a day or two*— perhaps 
more; and thcreforo I shall juBt take the 
liberty of borrowing one of those hero 
disguiBOfl, What the deuoo is thlB'f — a 
Jov/8 gaberdiuo and a graat grey beard 


“ Yea — wig and all oomploto,” ox- 
ulainnul .Jack Hmodloy. “ It’s tho only 
drosB I havo not as yet worn. But kadfi't 
you better stay and sloop here in my 

plaoo to-night ” 

“It wont do, Juok, for two auoh 
fellers os you and mo to bo too mnoh to- 
gether,” interrupted the Barker. “1 
shall leave you x>ro8ontly ; but wo can 
make an appointment eomewkore for 
to-morrow nigbt-.-.and in the meantime 
I II just borrow this dress of your’s,” 
Thus speaking, the Burkor proceeded 
to examine tho gaberdine, tho wig, and 
the beard ; and ho thought to himself 
that it would bo the vary best disguise 
he oould possibly assume. 
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Wiioro did you buy thin t'^ h« uHkodi 
thinkiug it prudout to a^uoriain uoinn- 
thiug oi that partiouiar diuguiuo’u 
oedtiutB if ho oould auoooed iu obtaining 
fiuoh information, 

** 1 bought tho whole kit which you \o 
got in your hand, at a aliop in Uoaomary 
Jjano/' ropiiod Jack ISmodioy, 

Xhe Burkor proooodod to put oil hin 
own disguise, and ho likowluo wauluai 
tho ohomioal dyo from hio hmula and 
faoo. Then, by meuuH of a thick Huiil 
gum which fcjiiiodjey furniahod him, he 
fjiHtonod on tho grey beard, whioli oovur- 
od all the lower part of hia faeo, and 
which with ite UBuoeiated moiiutaehe 
ooncoalod tho maUformation of hie lip« 
He put on tho grey wig which formed 
part of tho eoBtume; ho hccitated u« (o 
roBuming the spootaoloH— but ho at longlh 
decided on diocarding them. The gulier* 
dine waa one of thoae long, black, luoae, 
3traight-outi upper garmento worn by 
mmo of thoBo olddaoluonod ti e wo who 
leil paatiioa, aoap, or rhubarb in thu 
itroeisi and when the Burkor hud put 
t on, Jack Smodley exproijoed hio up. 
irovalof tho oomplotonuBO of tho die- 


i iiiMi t think d.udv wouhl rnbunAh 
naid th<» BiirkiU’ to hiuifudf, an h. j! / 
limit ily lii,. way tow^rdH Jl 

li.iil tyiriblo iiiiiv;ivii4j,i jti niit ” 

Th.1 lorn; ^dionliiio 
loKH, tinoiiiuliDnul liint in !,{« " 

now iiliiKiiit: auiimiiUiil ,> i-,,,, . ' 
kojit (III niiiUitniiK i»i|)iiumti()n« duuji,, 
till) .iinvmli ('ii.'itiiiiKi ill whinli ),„ i,n,|j|, 
({iitHmi liiiiuKiir, IK, |,i.in|., 

f>" HI. ,1,., 

mimiiHimi wmi uttimiini 
wimmii, who wmi tlio niintniHa o/ i 
liliiuo; mill iiho nxiiluimoil mi|i;i ilv, 'lUij,,' 
il(» you mi«im hy iioriiin,;[ lmok‘„o(ii,i i, 
iliiilurh OH Im>Iwi)(iii olovim mol iwoivu.i 

••No otri.mm, my «oo,| woimm," ,,5 
Hivoruil tho limko,.; j 

iHiy u wiml to my fiioml -what’H liii 
muno HHiiiu t—Dh I Air. Wilkin, 'i 1" 

" Thun ift) no mio ymir noiuiui/ lioro." 
n'liltoii thu wimnin; "for Wi|km« bi 

nono, h(i;.r ,m,| h,if{j.{ii^o," 

"(lonii V' vooilorutoil tho Morkiir. ''Ii’i 
u lio -uml I will mm him 1 Ho Bliipd 

UlHih) — - 


luiee. A low hut, with very larf{o britmi, 
rowMod tho Burkor’B hoiul j »ml iiu ho 
;avo ono oi hia outtrau l(iii({li», ho ox- 
ii'oaead a wlali that hi> hiid a iimiiii 
roodon tray and a fow puotiloM, that ho 
uight. play hiu now part to imftmtioii. 
" And now, Jack, I'm oil,” 1,0 uddod. 
You’vo font mo a good iliagniau— -imil 
ou’ve gobaouio of iny toggory in roturn. 
f it was a littio ooldor, 1 Hlionhln’t havo 
ivou you up that handsorao blaok coat 
of miuo. But how about to-moriow 
night? Whui'o uhall wo moot 1” 

Altor a fow mlnutos' duliboratioii, a 
plaoo waa named ; and tho Burkor Hullioil 
torth. Roturning into Whito ohapol, ho 
puraued hia way towards Aidguto,— In 
the vioiiiago of which ho wao aonuaiiiU'd 
with a publio-houeo whoro ho know hu 
oould obtain a bed for tho night with- 
out any quoationo being uakod. But uli 
of a sudden he stopped short; and u doop 
but torribie iinpreoation hurst from hm 
iips. Ho had left all his money bohind 
him in the broast-pookot of iho ooat 
which ho had taken off at Jaok biuodloy’s 
lodging* li!os-- ail tho munoy ho had 
received from the Duko of Uarohmoutt 
and all of wbioh ho had so rooentiy 
plundered Jonathan Oaruabio, had boon 
thus left behind I In his breeohoB-pookot 
he had but three or four shillings and a 
«w half-penoo, 


“ Will) uayii it Hu lin'/” domiiniluil an 
‘’''I Jhii wimiiiu’n limibiinil iioii. 
jiing forili iiiii huiid, wliioh hud a whin 

oiitum nh(li(,.(i,i|, „ „i,i„.j„„p j„ 

the imsmij-o. ■■ ) mi Imdii't luft (im hiiuti! 
a mmutii (Hif.iri* Air. Wilkim. wri,t anti 

lelohitd a imti, und (mik liiimioll oil' with 
his traps paying ini u wottk’ii rout iiitiliiJil 
ui giving uu H wcuk^i w.u'iiitig, New 

you VO got your iiHHWiir : am] no b.) ofl 

with you, or ri) „„n Hn, j,„ii„„.>- 
At that very inuimit tho Hiirkur h, hold 
a oouHlabli! appiar wilbin the ri.)«ol 
the iam[i at tho imrnor of tho strucl; 
and with another lowly nnutonid tul 
terrilio unprooation, I.0 huHtimd away. 
VVhen boyomiviow of the poliiU Hian, lli« 
iSurkor puiisud to rotleet ujnm tho oowm 
whMih ho slioutil now pursue, Thoihok 
.•auiodhiy hud really rubliml Idm, mi 
only too ovidont; and inslt aa of belos 
m possosaion oi a oonHitiorable sum ul 
tnmioy, Burney was nlinosl ponniluss, He 
not merely bngud to got Imok Ids gold, 
but likowtso to wroak n tertiiie 
vongoauoo on Jack Hmodioy, Bmldonly* 
thought Btruok him. lie advanced to 
tho nearest oah stund— -drew the wiii«t- 
mnn OHide~.and putting a ululijng InW 
ms hand, askod him whother auoh »sd 
suoUa porsoii (dasoribing Smodloy to- 
1>1» disguise) had fotohod 1 
vehiola from the rank within tho lasthilf 
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hour? Tho waicMMnnn ropliod in iho 

ifflraiative I and Ih> ftirthorinon* nntiind 
heliDUflO to wliMdi iho call hud to 

^alcowptho individniirrt Thin 

PPOB fcho l)Ouao whoroSinnfllny )uhI lodui'.fj, 
jnd thoroforo Mio wut rnunru f ulc^ wum 
jvidoiildy oorrool. Kni Hio wultMimn 
ffaBfcolallv urud>lo In an'ovd a oino to 
the dirootion in wlucdi Ihn cuih had 
jubeuquouity dHvorr 

“ Xhit if «o ho yon pm ( iuularly wimi 
bo InioWi*' added Ihin fmodionary, 
a youVo only fo till tluMuilnnun 

oomoB bank— and f Inm you euii Umuh all 
about it*** 

Tbo Burkor rloniihul ii)ion mlopim^t 

the bint than KivoJW and ho mihuod an 
adjftocnt puhlindiouno wliom ll*o wato;- 

lann promiuad fr) rojoin him iinnuMtiul a- 
ly upon Mm) rotuni of tha pn rM<nil;a* ouh- 
ipn whofto p*'*’*‘*'*^^'*' i f‘i(nir< ih 

ifho Buikor^ n\ a rnortd of auvapj^ aiillcm^ 
noBii» niodiiatei! tTo iin ut d^ uptnata 
vongoanoo if Ih» nhonld only auorojMl in 
traoldngoui hiu fulru) friomU Than aouily 
an hoar piamed r Ihunoy* wan prowjipr 
doHporfttely iaipaiiont : hat at. Umjtdli tlH> 
wntomain uuulo Ida uppearaneo afuMun 
patueil hy Ilia calnmui, who hud mdy 
jiiet nituraod to Ida rank. 

Tho Barker now aMam tained that daok 
Smedloy lanl haen driveri in tho oab to 
fl Hlroot at tho huok of St. laiko’u 

hospital \n tho Old iStreid- lltUMl that ho 

had idighti'd ( Ir r'*, and had tukau ldn 
lugungo Into a Iuoujo thn inaotic'u nf 
whioh woro in bod at tho tirna of hi^ 
ntrival, hat hud pot up in ohodltanm to 
his fiunnnona, ami hud ^^Ivoti Ida lultnim 
Bion with niucdt app^iront willinpaeau. 
Tho Btirknr wua ooinpollod to pivo Iho 
cabman a Mliilling for thio information; 
and thou with hia rormdninp ooi/i bo 
;rotrtliiod tho man^H Horvi<am iako Idm 
i^gp as far nu Ht, Imke'a Hoapitah Tho 
ohurch in Ob! Slrtad/ proehiimed tho hour 
|o( ono juat au tho Burkor alihddod from 
d-ho oub. Ho now parwnod hia way on 
oot; and in a fow iniiiutoa roaohod Uio 
IOU 80 which tho oahmuu liad aoeuratcdy 
lesoribcd to him Tho Barker wau 
otally Ignorant of who tho otanipanlrt of 
:ho dwelling might ho: ho felt tolerably 
sell aflflured that they caiuld not ho what 
B termed rcmpaoiubUv- or else under 
ixlstldg oircum«|}finuoH thoy wotild bo no 
Iriende of Jai^k Smodloy, Buppouiiig fclmm 
to bo aoquaiiiiiod with him! whilo on tho 
Hher handi If ho wore unknown to tUemi 
they would Hoaroely havo admitted a 
drangor at luoh an Bout* Bub that 


m 

Hocniing willingnoue on tboir part, to 
wliioh tho oahmun had alluded, to afford 
Sniedley a lodgiag, warranted tho con-* 
ohnu:m that thoy ut leact know aomo- 
Ihingnf him. 

Tlia .Burker'o mind wau Hoon made up 
how to aot lio rung at the boll— for 
knoekor tiiero wuh none ; nnd in a few 
ininuteu he beunl fnotHtopn approaching 
abmg the ]Muu!np,e iiuddo. An elderly 
man —with a oandln in bio hand; and 
only half <h’OH od > a])pt‘ared at the door; 
and very rniiuli autoniuhod did ho kok at 
tilt) uingnlar uapeot of Iho Burkor, with 
tho luuird and gabordiina 

“One word with you, my friend/* 
u url Ibirnoy in a low but poromplory 
t/juu: and he at oneo entered tho 

pUUriUWO, 

‘'VVbuidooH tluB moan?*' demanded 
Mm nnu», alTooting a look of indignation, 
lliougliiu reality ho hud a viaiblo trouble 
dnruid.ed on hiu oountonanoo, 

A glanoo Hliowod the Barker that tho 
key wuu in tho utroot door: he at onoe 
looked if— nnd taking out tho key, said 
to Iho man, **You don't know me— oh ?** 
“No/* WUH thn roHponao, norvonsly 
and trcinl>lingly given, 

“ Thou I'm a dolmitivo— thnfc*B what I 
am, You nocdi/t etaro at mo aftor 
that faHhiou : it*fl a droHs I*vo woro to . ; 
look out for a ohap that’e wanted— and ^ 
Tvo fouml lum at biet. I don’t mean 
?/o// HU you noedi/t look ao gliim ; 
HH)ugh if you VO any nf your nonsense 
or oauBe any obstruotion, ae the saying 
in. I rthfdt pwMuouM aoou walk you off. 
Tvo got ImIf-a-doKon of my pooplo in tho 

Htreid. 

At ihia nmmont a woman, about a 
voar or two younger thun the man — 
hoili of whom wore elderly— emerged 
from an adjoining room, with terror 
dopieted upon her oountaimnoe : for she 
had nvidontly overboard all that the 
Burkor had jnet boon saying. 

< I hope thore’a nothing strong, sir/* 
she began in a voloo of whimpering on- 
ti*^ty, “ Me and my husband keep a 
respootablo lotlging-house— and though 
poor ’* 

“Woll, Tve no quarrel with you,** In- 
terrupted tho Barker : “ but just show 
nm tho way to tho room where you’ve 
lodged tho pereott which arrived hero 
just now in a oab/* 

Tho looks which tho man nnd his wife 
exchanged, couvinoed the Burkor that 
ho was on the right track -that Smedloy 
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was there— and that they raoroovor know 
who ho wa 0 < 

“ Como now» no nonfjonflo I'* ho oald : 

but bo quick- ' or it will bo all tho wihji) 
for you, 1 oHii promino 

Up-ataire—tho buok iittin/' naid iho 
man : and ho pmoritod tho o/uullo f(» 
tho Barker. 

“Now, I'm going to manage thitj little 
buflinofla without no nohie/’ romarkiMl 
the villain: ‘Wind oo if you both liold 
your (uuguca, youMl find it tho bo.st way 
to keep out of trouble, 

*' I’m sure woVo very muob fiblongod 
to you, nil’,*' Raid tba woman ; and if no 
bo you'll take a drop of nometliing to 
drink '' 

“ Broflontly/^ interrupted iiie Biirkor, 
“There; go into your own room* hoop 
quiet— and leave mo to manage. Do you 
think ho can hoar what wo aro anying f’* 

“I'm sure ho oan't," ronpondeil Urn 
man,—** nnloHB he'u oomc half-way down 
Btaira for tho puvpoBO — wliieh isn't likely. 
He wouldn*t tliink anything partioular 
of tho door-b(dl ringing, Ihmwiuho he 
knows what oorfc of a house if; is.' 

Tho Barker now waved hie liand for 
tho oldorly oouplo to roliro iiUn their 
room,— which they aeooidingly did,- - 
both firmly oonvineed that their vioitor 
was a dofcootivc in dis^uiae, Burney, 
with tho light in hia hand, began lujoonlu 
Ing tho stairs ; and in a fow momonin ho 
gftinod tho top landing. Then, im ho 
opened tho doer of tho back attin, 
Smedloy started up in IiIh Iku] from a 
sound sleep,— giving vent to un ejuMdu- 
tion of terror on rooogniaing iboditfguimul 
Barker. 

“Hold your tongue, yon nooundroir* 
growled Barney, ae ho entered the room 
and olosed the door. ** You CMoalung, 
whitedivored rascal T' ho oontiinied, in 
a voice which though low, was full of n 
deop savage oonoentratcd raite; “did 
you tliink as how you could play your 
oursod pranks upon mo } ' 

Jack iSmodloy was as ghastly an a 
ghost; while, as ho aato up in bed, hie 
hair was lltorally standing on end nml 
his wliolo frame was quivering. Ho f-n. 
deavourod to speak— hut oould not : he 
was a prey to all tho torriflo and horrify, 
ing dread whioh tho appoaranoo of eo 
desperate a man aa the Burkor was 
under such oiroumetanoofl but too well 
oaloulafeod to inspire. 

“Now mark me/ Juok Hmodlov, * ro. 
Burned the terrible Barney ; if i don't 
find every coin of my money safe among 


your frapn, I'll Iinvn yniir life tlioiiolj/ 
nv/ing for it to morrow rn(>i’iiing|“ ® H 

“It in all llwn‘ 0 /* gaHjind forth 11,/ 
iniiirrnblo gohl-hoal j‘r ; vvlioini muvnvdjj^l 
wall only pqnallod by tho wiokr(inrug|l; 
bin (lirpositiori. “ But pray don't hm/ 

IMO jirav dori't I" 

“ Hurt you rohood lianioy; 
ho groniid Ids ti^olh wilji forooiouli 

“I did (nvnnr Id luyiu If just now Uni 
T would hnv(' ycMH’ lifn ; lnd, if do ho] 
got biiok loy bliini., ril h'iwo you forpij 
bnngni/in, Thorr nmou' miob (ulklg 
n noshing. ]Jal|.ry sonnndtfd n» you fu-ofij 
this blosuod world 1 Why your wi/ohoj 
wiui always ashninod tif you— idwayfl g, 
and I’urii blowod if | Ihlok ,lmdc kotoji 
himiudf would liko to lmv<i to do wiH 
Hindi n follow 1" 

Bmrdlrty (jugnn fn whhufior and nulvef 
while tho Hnrkor, <lo)iiu'ri* t.oly drawb 
fnrlh bis droatlful looking olaiip.kniffl 
procmobMl to out Ibo onids of the 
whiob was in MtO nitio. llo ojuinodit* 
bo found all hly uioiu'y nsfo; and Iiin ojq 
glislmiiul wifb n naAoigojoy au lie josuiiipii 
pufiacMiiioM of Ida gi»li|. Ho (lontiiuied tc 
r/iniiaok all Ibn lundonta of tlio box;ljti| 
bo found tboreih nothing ohu) worll 
taking. 

“ Wbrro'a your own nionoy V" ho do 
inuinlod of M/iu dloy, “ Ihuo/l Hiippooor 
and bo miugld up tho panlabmiiH whleli 
tbo gohMiaatcr bad luu'n Wfoo ing, lujJ 
v. hudi wuru lying iWi^v a 

Thorn worn al.s, or aov«ui uovoroignj 
niul aiiimntlty of ajivor in ilio pookotl 
but dark Kruialhiy, imiw having llij 
bomirn of tiiim doatitution bnforo h[i 
nyoH, Ijvg in to nuuiu hu jiitnoualy [h\ 
tho llnrkor thnuglit to biriuudf, 'Mb 
will do aomotbing ilnair rafo if I loavi 
him pouniloaaj and iiniyliii bo will hloti 
tbo wbolo thing, turn rouiuj and poatsh 
and mako a gi nurul nmaiili of it. I'li 
play tb(^ gonormm tow/ufla him." 

The Barker placed upon tho table tin 
money vi^bieh bo had |unf, tukun from thl 
pookot of the pantalooiiH, naying at tb( 
fiaine time/ “knave ollf that jirooiouj 
rnoanhig and whining- -oan't you, you 
fool 1 Or do you want mo tofllltyoai 
windpipe for yon t Now look Imro, JAck 
— yon'rt) a thundering rafinal, nndyoli 
know you are: it would servo vou right 
to Inavo you wMhoufc a aiMirriok*; an ym 
miuiattn hmve mi\ But Til junt gS« 
you ftiiotheMdianoo ; so I II nonNuitmy^ 
self with faking bank inv own And 
now good-bye." 
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With these words, the Burker turned 
nd quitted the attio,— widlo .Tuok 
mediey felt so niarvellounly roliovod by 
is diaappcarivnoo, tlmt the Iona of tlm 
loney ho had mount to (udf-aiMu-opriato 
ms now but a very noooiKlary oniiHidoru- 
ion- The Burkor doBOondod thontairfi: 
he man and woman of tiu) liovioo iHBued 
orth from tlioir room, wniuiorinq to liear 
nly the footutopB of a uln(j;le ifulividnal 
-for they had naturally oxiioetod tliat 
he HuppoBod detootivo liad oomo to tako 
aok Smodloy into onatody. The Burker 
lid not Imwover olmoHO to volunteer any 
wpliinatiou! Ite ordered tliem both to qo 
laok into tlioir own room and not bother 
dm with tlmir proHonea ; and then opon- 
ng the front door, lie quitted the liouso. 


(IHABTJfiU OfX, 

TltM AYAH ANI> MU, Hl'lDOWWlO, 

It waa in tlio afternoon of tiie day 
following that niglit'o inoidonta wliioh 
wo have lioon relating ; and Mr. Redoliffe 
prooeodod to Queen Indora'a villa, 
Having pnaned a nouplo of houra in lior 
soeiety ho took hio loave ; but an ho waa 
IsBuiDg from tlio frout-door, Bagoouah, 
who opened it for liim, Buddonly laid lior 
hand upon hia arm, and aaid in alow 
deep voioo, '• It ia alaiolully iienoBuary I 
should have a few miiuiteii’ oonvorHation 
with yon.” 

Rodoliilo stopped ahort in uatoniah- 
mont. Eor iin instant the eyes of tlio 
Hindoo woman liail ahod upon liiin their 
burning ilglit in tliat Hamenmnnor whieh 
on throe or four provioua oeoaniono had 
struob him aa being bo peculiar : liut 
now, the next inetant, iter looka boiiamo 
full of a soft and oarneat entreaty. 

"What moan you Hagoonnhl’* ho 
asked: " what can you liave to say to 
me which may not bo said in the pre- 
seuoo of your mistress ? Your roqueat 
is so strange *' 

uX beaoeoh and implore that you will 
jraut mo a few lainutos I” responded the 
lyeh. “Oh I pray, pray do t Yondor~- 
in the fleld at the oxtroraity of the 
garden— -I will bo there in a few minuteal 
Oh, Mr, Redoliffe, refuse me not I” 

She then haatily glided away j and 
Mr. Redoliffe, issuing from the villa, 
lollberatod bewildoringly with himself 
|b to the course wbioh he ought to pur- 
|ue. The haunting looks of Sagoonah 


appeared to oorroborate the idee that 
bIio had really aomothing of importance 
to nay to him ; and ho oould at leant see 
no harm in heiiring what tliia might be. 
Ho aoooi'dingly dooidod upon keeping 
tlio appointment whieh alio had just 
given him : and on quitting the grounds 
attnohed to the villa, ho repaired to the 
field wliioh was ooinpletoly oonoealed by 
a aereon of trooH from the windows of 
Queen Indora'a habitation. In a few 
in bill tea ho bolield the white dross of 
Hagoonnii at a abort distance : at first she 
apiiroaohod rapidly ; but when within a 
fow yardfl of him, alie rohixod her pace 
and anomod fo he smitten with oonfueion 
and timidity. 

“ What have you to fear, Sagoonah 1” 
nHked Mr. Redoliffe; “why is your 
manner thus strange ? Draw near, and 
toll mo for what purpoae you besought 
tliin interview, and what important 
ooraraunioation you may liavo to make 
to mo 

“ I know not, air,” reHponded Sagoo* 
iiiih, in a low soft tremulous voioo, 

•' whether to aiiik down at your foot and 
apeak aa a slave — or whotlior to look you 
In the faoo and with the dignity of a 
woman addreiis you.” 

“ Ttieao are ntrango words,” said Mr. 
Redoliffe. gazing intently upon the ayah 
in the liopo of fathoming hor purpose by 
the oxproseion of Ixer oountonanoo. ‘‘You 
epeak of slavery there ia none in this 
oouutry—at loast not that speoies of 
alavery that you are thinking of. Even 
if there were, I ahould not claim such 

homage from you ” 

'< Ah 1 but, air,*' iulorruptod Sogoonah, 

•' if there bo no alavery that is enooted 
or eonfinned by law, tlioro may novorthe- 
loBS bo a slavery in whieh the foolings or 
the paaaionH enthrall tho individual 1” 

“ What mean you, Sogoonah ?" 
ejaoulo tod Mr. Redoliffe, who now ap. 
poarod to oatoh a alight sointillotion of 
tho real truth ! but the next Instant he 
repudiated tho suspSeion from his mind 
no something prepostorons or impoBsible, 
’• What moon you i” ho repeated. 

The ayah advanced a little nearer to- 
wards him ! there waa moment’s flashing 
of hor brilliant burning eyes; and then 
the next instant they were curtained by 
her ebon Inahoe, and her looks \ wore 
downoast. Eor a moment too it appeared 
ns if she were really about to assert that 
womanly dignity of whieh she had 
spoken; but that ns if she found It 
impossible to be maintained against tb« 
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influoDoe of othor and flaftor foolin/^fi 
whi<ih woro aj;](itatjnfj( within hnr 
<‘Mr, Rodcliffo.'^ oho flakh in n voioo 
that wafl again torninloiiH, I would 
fain oonsult you upon n point whi(di 
okmoiy nnd infcimHt(dy oonoorna my 
lUppinoRH.” 

why not onnaiiKi your liind- 
hearted niifUitrm?*’ imjuirod ^U\ Uod- 
oliffo. Sho, Sagoonali, In t ii(» mon'; 
fitting porflon to ho rnado youroonfldtinlo, 
and to pro/Tor you Riioh nouiujol an nmy 
1)0 nooosflftry imdor tho oinninintiiuorw." 

*' Oh, no flir I’* oxnlulmod cSagooiiah; 
** ray miotroflfl ia tho vary laat [>ari4on 
whom I can oonnult I 
** And it ia equally impoaihlo t hat vnn 
oan oonanlt mo,” Raid Mr, UeduldTo 
coldly: for tho varying annfnaion, lu aihu. 

tion, and ombarmHomcht of tim ayah a 

raomont’a dignity lining Hiionnnfind liy 
rainufccs of tromuloin bnolifulrieaa, and 
by a visiblo difiidnnoo In ooming to thn 
point,— all tluHO aorvod to Htrongihon 
tho aURpioioii whioh had firnviouHly 
entered tho mind of Mr, UodolilTo. 

am a Htrangor in a Btrangnoomilry,” 
continued Sagooiinh, now throiving a 
deop pathoB into her tone; *'andyni 
you rofuHo to honorno my oonnmillor- * 
my advfflor I Ah, oir \ If thia ho tho 
harbinger of that oxtiomo nnmitv which 
I am bo oxporifmoo at your haiida whon 
tho revelation of my anomt tdnill bo fultv 
made-™-” 

'‘Liston to me, iSagoonahr' iatorniptod 
Mr. Rodoliffo: and though ho now npoltn 
peremptorily, yofc it waa lilcctvlun wiMi a 
oortain degree of kindnoHa: for hn felt 
that after all hi'i auRpiciim rn*glit be 
wrong; and being nUorly without vanity 
or Bolf»oonooit, ho oould Boiirooly fancy 
it waft oorroot ‘Mile not ftoomly for uh 
to oontinno in oonvorsatlon luno : Imth 
your oharaotor and mino would auffer if 
we were obflorvod, I do not mean to 
address you in harsh termH: but ytm 
now at onofl to understand from iny lips 
that without farther hasllation on your 
part must you proceed to tho oommunL 
cation you have to make mo- — Unlofis 
indeed, Sagoonah, you would rather that 
we should sepiiraio at once, nrnl that 
wo should both forgot the ooeurronoe of 
this private inter view*” 

“I?orpt?’- pjaoulatofl Sn«oon„h, 
aJraoftt in aooouts of liitter soorn^-not 
at Mr Rodollffo himself, but at tho idea 
afl she had caught It up »- Forget ? No 
--H is imjrosiblo l Novor oan I forgot 
aught that is oonnoofcod with you I And 


now you have myimcret,'* aho 
fora moment Hinging lier burning |j 
garde upon liim : then, uh tho qjj 
lmdar:t tti y ucro n\ni\n curtained! 
their dfuk fringrc, alio mblcd in 
voiiU’, I Itivc you r' 

Mr. lIcdftlitTc (h’fit bdf intdjninl tnojj 

vr/it io oxfU'<*Mai(ma t-f engor u lul 
MdO ; and thin his Wfodd mcnipdly 
<lruic if dealing with nn lOiiglinh womn 
who fmiighi tiuud Im ra«df up uh a rivals 
(imp'll indora and (tiiiptni* licgiulo |]jii 
nwftv fruMi that plight whiidj ho 
nmdo lo r and f|-,Mn t f.uf frotli hy wl)[f' 
he now cnmdd(urd hiunedf no noloinol 

UoMiid, Hu( II ac;M‘in) Ihonplit nciiloljli 

roHorl that »t. wmui Itindno w'umau wli 
alcmd liobue him oim who ludongoilt 
a d Hlaut fun' ditf< icnf ^din)C‘.-wb^^ 
ilmiJghtM and wIioiM' mdinim wore m 
< 1 iat iind H'l t In* habitu and otintoiOfi tl 
Miiil. (dino' jttudf from thnio*nf dlHplHyj|]j 
anger or <!' iun, Mr, IbMl'diltn cnnuhloffj 
if alike iiioii* [irmb nt and more gaa4)roii| 
to i’l'Hiion with Miiinmnaln 

1 will not I’ndornl/’ lu^ fialrl, *'(0 
<loulj|- the acriouMuciiH wil b udihih yau 
buve nukdo that uvo\v»b i nun much unl 
<uinnot for u monnutt itiippnai» iliut yen 
woultl to ciich miuiMUible 

Hut it iif impoHidldo, Mpoionuli, thutyflli 
can entri tain the alight^ rJ, hope — 

*M lope, air f” aim njMi fYtnred, * d*i)U 
ibadf ia hope I (M urie (hiip» I or] 
certain ; ynti htve nov (biceri Jiulutd 
nitliuu/di you havt* (UMioiaed bMUipauji 
Imr I 'idmii wherefciio um v I not liopt 
that, you will yrt Ickiu to love UUj }” 

“ If I were to ltd I yon N,puaaiivhJ 
replied Mr. HetlitlilL\ .vith a <b cpuicitrii 
fu|in>/a» in hie tene end a pr»*(oma| C()«i 
pacflion ill brH InojiC, “ tfuif fhe pOWOft^ 
lovi* Ih duail within me, you pc rh ft)’! 
would not vm iei io . rnl my o?f*ntdiig Jlii' 
let. mouddri Hi vou on another huIi|ocI 
What In yofir age*' Veu are in youl 
Lwajiity six III year wiUi alt | lm vlgOltfO 
ynulhfulm Hi 'uUlll young -' '—lUid I it 
not moan to munpliment you when U/tt 
that you are licanf ifub I am throo 01 
four yeara pjcit forty ; hut through oort 
and grief my appearaium ui Mmb of aulH 
older man. Wild t Hoover ju rnoual bofttih 
I may have cmcc pomjcHftcd, in 
” You forgot, sir/* interrupted Sagoo 
nch gently. that I have known you io 
many years-'— yes, from my very gW 
hood have 1 known you I Waa I nob/foo 
a child lirnught up in tim pftlaoo 0 
Imlcrfilmdt-*aud think you not, Ihtrt 
loro, my mmvry rotaimi your imago n 
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t flrat know you ?— HO Umt ovoii while . I 
now look upon you, I fail to oboorvo 
whatsoever rHVujjon tiuui ov other cirnuin- 
stanooH may have wrau(')»t upon ya>i. 
You wore tlio lirat Eiiropoiui whom I 
ever beheld ; and tlioroforo froiri my very 
girlhood WU8 thoro all the intoroat of 
novelty in my mind; — and i« itamprioing 
tbatauoh intoreat nhould huvo oxpiindod 
and ripened into another feoliiif ; '{ Oh, 
sir 1” oontinueil Hufpjonah fuitlnuiiaati- 
oally, 'uuy brain ia atorod with momorieH 
In roapeot to youriiolf ! — momorieH whioh 
1 have oheriuhed and whioh I have upon 
as the inoBt delioioua of food 1 Ah, 
imugination triinaportH mo Imok to the 
spaoiouH httllfl an<l inarhlo oourta of 
Indorabad. I aoo myaolf a fjirl of fifteen 
or sixloon, soatud by the Hide of a fotin* 
tain— and you approaoli—you Hi)oak 
kindly to mo— you toll mo of tho far-off 
land from whioh you oame — thin laud 
whore I now find myiielf, and whiuh at 
the time 1 an little dreamt 1 nhould ever 
visit I And 1 1100 you walking ao it woro 
in all thoprido and glory of your own 
slvilization, amidHt tho eomjmrutivo 
barbarism of that native olimo of minu I 
I hoar thoao around mo apeuking of wise 
and liberal tnoaauroa ordained Ity tho 
King: I hour ymir name Tuonlionod with 
adiniration'—for full well in it known that 
from tho auggeHtimiH of your wiudum do 
those inoaHuroB unmnate I Oh, 1 am a 
young girl again — I am roving tiirough 
tho gardonu and tho murblo oourta of 
Indorabad: I already lovo you— my ad- 
miring iookii follow you, tliougb you 
perooivo them nob : X loolr up to you aa 
a auporior boing that iiaa ooino down 
amidst the immoHnatirnblo iuforiority of 
that pooplo to whom I belong )" 

It waa with a atrango and wild mcalta- 
tion that Hagoonah spoko—un oxaltation 
fervid, glowing, and rapluroua ; and if 
Mr- Eedoliffo had eyes and a heart to bo 
smitten with the grand H))Ootaale of that 
Hindoo woman's darkly epIomUd beauty, 
he could not have failed to bo atriokon 
llm I Tho supernal luatrn of her eyea 
shod a halo of animation upon her eoun* 
tonanoo ; her supple, willowy form 
yielded in eloquent gesturea and graceful 
attitudes to tho varying tonour of her 
discourse ; tho quick bbavings of her 
bosom gave visible unduahuibna to the 
snow-white drapery whioh ooverad it: 
while her arms, bare to the shoulders— 
so admirably modelled though of dusky 
»kiu— played their part with a grace all 


natural and unatudiod in those geatioula- 
tioiie wiueb gave aueh force to her 
laiiguago, half pathotio, half passionate. 

'• Siigoonah,” said Mr. RodoliJIo, «' I 
oiiglit not to have tarried to liaton to 
auoh diHooursB as thie ; and if you were 
an Eugliflh-woiuan, our interview would 
have Itoen out tthort almoat at tho instant 

it oommonoed or porlmpH, I ahould 

r/ithor nay that it would not have been 
granted ut all 1 .lint oiieo more I conjure 
you to Ihitoii to mo attentively. Either 
you mean tliat I am to prove faithleaa to 
tho vow I hii VO plighted to your mietreaa, 
and rocoivo yoursolf na a wife ? or else 
you iutond ino to roniain faithful to that 
plight in HOmo aanao, but to obondon 
myeolf to tlio temptation of nn illioit 
lovo with you ? In oithor ooao you are 
noting moat improperly ; you are outrog- 
ing tlio loftinoBH of that very female 
dignity of whioh you ere uow spoke : 
you are holiaving ungratefully to the 
iniatroMH who h»H over boon so kind and 
imlutgont towards you. Do you not 
oomproUond mo, Sngoonah ? Will you 
not piomiao that you will stifle this 
infatuation whioh you have been ohoriah- 
iiig, and that never more henceforth will 
you addroae mo in auoh tonna ? You see 
that I do not reproach you : I opeok 

kindly to you and surely, surely your 

hotter feolinga inuat ho touohed—your 
good HouHo inuot make you aware ol tho 
truth of all I am toiling you f” 

''If you poBBOBs an onohanter’s power," 
ros|jondo(l .Sagoonah, “ give me back 
my freedom of tho heart — reloaso me 
from tho apollo witli whioh you have 
enthralled mo— pinok out from my brain 
all tho inemorioa of tho past— tear away 
from my soul that Imago whioh hos 
beooine as it wore interwoven with iny 
own oxiatonoo I If you can do ail this 
Mr, Hodoliilo, t/mi indeed may we 
soparato at ouoo and 1 may faithfully 
promiao never moi*e to address you in 
tho language which 1 have been holding I 
Oh, think not that 1 am nuawaro of tho 
doseporatc—tho ,,woii.nigh hopeless con- 
dition in whioh 1 amplneod with regard 
to you I But roy feelings are stronger 
than myself ; and I have no more power 
toorush this love of mine than you have 
to bid it be oruahed, la it not therefore 
vain to talk to wo of duties and 
proprieties 1 is It not usoless to remind 
mo of the kind indulgence of a good 
mlstreas— oye, and ali the more so," she 
added) in a voice whieh suddenly beoame 
low, and whioh had deeper meaning in it 
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than Mr. ilodoliffo could fathoiu ui, tho 
timec-"" ayO| and ail the luoro wo itiuti- 
much aa I feel that I have oituiod agaiiiut 
her too deeply to leave room for ro- 
pentanee I” 

" But, Sagooufth," aaid Mr. Rodolid'u, 
now adopting a aterner look and n more 
peremptory tone, “it ia absolutely iioueu- 
aary that you ahould exoroiao a hoeom- 
ing oontrol over your foelinga, i do not 
love you— I oannot love you I WhatBO. 
over inllueiioo you may hope, think, or 
floek to oxeroiBO over mo, would only he 
a tyranny against whioh I iihould relnd; 
and I do not wish to ojieult too hurHlily— 
butstill I must add tliat if it wont too 
far I should punish it I Your good houbo 
must toll you that wore I to hnmtho in 
tho eor of your mistrosa a fliuglo ityllaldo 
of all that haa now taken plaue, she 
would not retain you in hor Borvioo, He 

reasonable therefore “ 

'‘BorooBonablo?” eohood Sagooiiah, 
her eyes flashing fire, and her entire 
form writhing as if with the sonao of an 
insult. ‘‘ Who are you tlint bid the 
dames whioh you have exoited sudilouly 
quonoh themsolvos 1 Can you oomumud 

heaving and he 
still? How then think you that you oau 
exeroiso auoh a power over tho human 
heart ? No, Olemont ItodoliUo I it hi you 
who are most unreasonable. I urn but a 
poor weak woman— you uro a strong 
manjnnditiayoM who aro playing the 
tyrant towards me I You ere now asked 
me what my purpose was and what my 

liope IS ? Biston No, do not iulorrupt 

mel 1 Insist upon speaking in my turn 
-and tismy turn now I Hiuoe 1 loft 
Inderabad I have learned much of tho 

light— 1 have studied it— 1 know il. Well 
aware am I of the immoasurablo distanoo 

nAu. 'nysolfttud you— 

of tho groat gulf whioh sooial distinotions 
have established between us, Think 
not, therefore, tJiat I seek to beoo o 
your wife I No-butiwlll booomo yr 

mistresB-tho toy with whom you moy 
play-tho object that may gratify aoL^ 

vow whioh you have pledged to Indora~° 
angrilyf ^ ojoouJated Mr. Ilodoliro 

i»«l^***‘*^**7*^*®^®“ the Hindoo 


to houdine the hiiiiliaiKi of riulern 
diadem awaitn lier : imn.dy. si.rolv'.t 
oan (o hor iiunijilo hIhvo tho hnn 

luum of tho hoort’o iovo ? An<j Oh i ■ 
nol, Mr. Jioflonm,. (jmt if y') ' S 
loved Imlora. 1 would inHi„t i,po„ “ 
asaeri/iee as l.hi,. | No; I .dumid h! 
merey upon .voii—l.iummin (i|i,hI J i,"' 
what itiaio love. It i„ .valJym, J; 
that I am ileiimmlmi; on your jmrt y. 
seek not for worldly Immmn. nor oartl. 
titles; You earn not for Muit Hovordt 
dignity with vvidid. I he .dmrer of Qni 
Imlora „ throne would Inmoom invSsS 
All! you noo that I eompndiend you 

.ndiripoait.on well. , after all, Jl, 

IS It that 1 aiik i 'I'hat you will no 

marry where y.m do not h.vo-hutth! 
you emiseid. to reeeiv,* a slave and, 
mistreiiii wlisro you are hoioved ?" 

" Ami all this, .Sagooiiah, is an imtim 
‘"'""•.V.” said Mr. Itsdel.llu. 1 J y 
omleavonre<l l„ reasou with yeu-n,^^ 
you will not he roaiioiiatdo. Ylm iiow 
emnjHd me to upeak out tho full triilt 
alomly—aml you may think imjilaoahly 
Novorlhehwi. it muMt he done. Hetiirn 
you to your mistress ; for horo our intof! 
v..nv (md«. 1 shall sail at the villa ij. 

noiiow ; and liy your ilomeanour shiill I 

ho desided whether I relaio the HOfll of 
lileneoonmy lips- -or wind hor J meat 
perform a duty hy exjilaining to Quooii 
X idora ovurythliig that, has taken plnoc. 
Uo not regiird me as an yiieniy, HugoO' 
iiah: I would rallmr ho your Iriond 1 1 

sIlowuneoB for 

No, sir-'-ynu have not I'' in terriiutuil 
•><iH"ouali vehemently, - The jioor 
ImdtM) woman lias Iter feolings as well 

vim II Think 

you thufc lhavo no vlrtuo ? think you 
lumlniT Th'“'r "'"‘Stity »nd nij 

to imlrn '‘'‘XHrnished. Y«b do X offor 

iudm iV ”‘'i *”^1 *<'•' yw'l'' 

hv Hubdiiod 

iTsnn! . ■ to reasonable I U 

H) ' wild Hower, 

''“'‘“I'iaiS. 

was turning away, 

intarr. «Ot tbUll” 

Mm boumiiDg 

“ Snk««« I'ytho arm. 

*ou knovr not what in* to trifle wit 
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vJO feolitigy of woman - lliiifi to iMioiri 
hor lovo — torofnno ihu nli|.5hi<?n(HnHwifl(Hi 

onyourp»rU Mudli n lovr^ 1U1 niirm in 
capable of turning' into \>\w 
Habe- I inmin<l ynu fclmt I 

boioug not to the n^ino ecjld ulimo an 

ti 

you — 

<1 Sagooniih, all fthia in ri(li<MilonM T' 
interrupted Mr* KotloIilTt^ * If yon v/oro 
an Ilifiji^liHhwoinan, I hIiouKI iioiHMdve tluii 
your braitii wan iunuxl l»y wilnonniiMi; (;ltn 
outragooufl <loiailn of lanno liighly 
wrought molo-drarna or I hat yon hud 
atookod y<nn’ brair> wiUi pluiOHi irorn 
iaome ])ropnHtoroua vonmnoi^ I unw in- 
Biat that tiun nmy end; uiuJ romninlMjr 
f that it in yoiiraidt who ai“r» tloi niiiian iliat 
iamapoaking fchua hunddy 

Bagoonidi drew lunik ; arnl for w fow 
inatantH aho non torn [)la tod Mr. Riulolitfo 
in BO uingntar a Tnantu^r llml he wun 
utterly at u loan to fatlioin whui wuh 
paaeing in her rninih It lioenied if 
the intenao forvonr of lovo wore about 
to turn into hale aa if ( ho lire whieh 
burnt in hor eyoa, oxproaaofl a pauaion of 
one kind that might in u inoniont llarno 
up into another. Hut thoiif blended with 
all that, there waa an oxpremdon of 
ndnglod oonipuiedon and anpuinh upon 
her oountenaina^ ; arol ahe look<Hi, too, aa 
if eho etiU ho iar olung Ui hope that alio 
would not yield to tlio <loHpt‘ndion whielii 
might make her take hoho' atop impure 
siblo to ho reoailed, in a word, the 
(lyah^fi o(audeninnm at th ^t mcuuimt waa 
a tablet of the wildoair nontradietiona : 
the traeea of her (eelinga wore tlH^ro- — 
but they were hieroglypidoii iinpoHalldn 
to bo doolpheriid 

^*Mr< ilodolilTo/* aaid Hagoonah,fdl the 
Oro of her oyea ftuildenly yielding to a 
deep and mournful palhoBi *' yrni will 
not doom mo to utter nunery I Oh. do 
not— do noil I« there naught that I 
oan do lor you 1 Hot rne the inoBt iinpoa* 
fliblo of taika— and I will oven luddovo 
the impoHBible I Put my love to the to«t 
>*-youflhall (luil that it wIllpaHH through 
tbo ordoal I Will you not liavo moroy 
upon mol Look ufujn mo an u woman 
Btanding upon llio brink of a preoipioo, 
and whom ono toueli of your hand may 
burl over Into the ahy«H, or bring back 
to a poBition of aafety. Oh, my brain h 
turning I I fool as If I wore going mad I 
Have moroy upon mo V* 

Sagoonah sank at Mr- Rcidollfle's lootj 
^isho proBBod her hands to her brow^--sho 
igave vent to oonvwklve sobs, She 
•^^^ppwed ai U dtstraotedf 


m 

^*1 pity yon, my poor 8agocnah,*' ho 
feud, Immling down to ruble : “ but bo- 
yend that feeling of oeinpaHuioa 

‘’Olil Huoli a love uh luino,'* intor- 
niplod (ho ayah, fdroiigly ompimsizing 
Imr worde, *‘uniot to he aatlafiod with 
ineriMfoinpinmion | Mr. Ilodolillo, give 
me your iovo nr at Iftaat aooopb mino I 
Ibit rrfiifu^ me, and hawaio lent your 
iH'urn auddenly amiu me with tiio venom 
of a errperd- 1” 

“Sagoonafi/’ arinverml Mr. IkdolllTo, 

♦ l ean now keep no tor/UH with you; 
f<tr I Hon that there ia ovil in your dia- 
poeitlon, A wtjman who oan speak aa 
you have juMtupoken, must he prepared 
for any oxtreiim, however doiiporato, It 
in niy duty to report everything to your 
miern^nH 

Again Hagoomdi Hung Imrsolf upon 
in r kni'Ort, oxolaiinirtg, “ JSIo-.«nol spare 
me I ho mnrelful unto me I I spoke at 
randum 1 Oh 1 not for a momont—no not 
for moment would f dream of executing 
wIiabMjover inenaoo in iny despair was 
thrown ontP' 

‘‘Woll, then, 1 eonfiont to pardon you, 
(mill Mr* UodelilTe. " Yes, \ will pardon 
you. liut it in only on this oondifciou- — 
that never luuioofurth, by word nor oven 
by look *' 

♦M nndondiimd you, sir,** interruptod 
Hagommh; ** and 1 thank you for this 
morev vvhi<di you aro vouchsafing unto 
me — then eiHtdio aiowly roflo up from 
her aupptiant posture, with an expree- 
Hlon of eoindenmnoo which was singularly 
calm and placid uftor all the exoitement 
siie had just displayed, who said, '♦ Faro-* 
well, Mr. UedebITe, pray forgot, as you 
have promised to forgive, whatsoever 
haa now taken plaoo.'* 

*' I will, yagooimh— I will both forgive 
and forgot/’ rcBpondod Mr. llodolillo ; 
♦* and let mo slnooroly hope that your 
rellooUons in your calmer momenta will 
lead you henoforth to bo oompletoly 
rcaHonablo.*' 

•' They will, sir .. rosfcussurod that fchoy 
will/' rejoined Bogoouah, with an air of 
the dooposfc meoknesa i and then with the 
low obeiflauoe of a slave, she turned 
away from the spot. 

At first sho prooeodod slowly; and it 
Mr, ttodoliffo oould only have aeon how 
omtnoua wore the Hroa which flaahed 
forth from her largo dark oyea, his con- 
Qdonoo in the aasurauoea ahe had just 
glvoii him would have boon shaken, if 
not altogether dispelled* In a few 
momenta she qtuiokenod hor pace, and 
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glided back into tbo groimda of the villa. 
Thou Mr» Eodolififo, who had Un^'orod on 
the spot to follow hor with hie rognrdH, 
took his own departure. 


CHAPTER OX. 

a’HIiJ BOllUOWI')!) UOSTUMIO. 

Thl duflk had now oloaod ooiupleioly 
in; and ISagoonahi on rogaiiiiiig tlin villa^ 
at onoG naoonded to hor own oliumbur, 
There she aato down lo give way to lior 
meditatione. 

♦’Did I not ulmoat foroHoo it ho?" 
thought within horaelt ; ’♦ wini 1 not in. 
oeeaantly haunted by the idea that ho 
would scorn my lovo ? — did 1 not oon- 
touuously ontortuin the droad that it 
were impousibio to thaw that lwm\ 
heart of hie? It has boon done — iho 
attempt has boon mado'— it has failed I It 
were madness to ronowitl Hut now, 
what remains for mo ? A hopeloHO love 
-—or ft signal vongoanon 1 Uopoless love? 
Ah, no I That were chorishing a serpont 
to gnaw ooutinuoualy at my l^earb's eoro! 
—that were to surround this very heart 
of mine with tod hoi noals and fan timm 
into an inoossant bla:6o. I ooutd lud live 
thus 1 But vongcaneo ? Ah I and it will 
not he vongeauije on one only— hut like, 
wise on hor to whom ho ha plighted his 
troth r 

Sagoonah arose from her seat and 
pao^d three are four times to and fro in 
her ohainber. Hor hotter feelings were 
maintaining a aovore struggle agaifist tho 
agitation of the darkest passioas of hor 
soul \ for she had truly and fondly lovod 
Olemont Kedolillo— and the blow which 
she meditated against him would, hIio 
thought, be orushing— ovorwholing : it 
would bo death— 'and yet nut death to 
be infllotod by her own hand I 
/'Yes, I will do itT' she oudduuly 
jftoulated within herself i I will do itl 
must have vougoanoe for this Blighted 
jvoof mine— ~And beeldea, ovon apart 
from vougoanoe, I must do that which 
will effootuftlly prevent him from over 
boooming tho husband of the Queen. Oh, 
to serve him as a slavo — I who lovo him 
so madly l^to behold him in the arms 
of another— and fcliat other whoa\ I have 
00 ioDg hated as my rival I- No, uo : I 
pould not onduro itl Oh, I will have 
vpiigeauo 0 -"and my purpose shall be 
strong to wreak it I There shall now be 


nn ?nuro foohloricss with jun, Did t jioj 
arin rnyurdf with |.lm iinura/^a requisitoift 
plant a ihi/»|/t:r in thn h(jsf>iu of Indoraj 
(ltd I not ('vnmiomtnh foiih thn vcjniinoiij 
ro[)(ilo from ilft ? diii I not phiooii 
in her (touch ? And if cirtjnnmf.ances were 

hostile to my airnn if tlnmn vonlaroBol 

inimt icrmitmled in fail(iri>-..\yn 9 
through any lack of oonragn on my p^fi] 
No, no I j wan Inild f'U all thfuie torriflo 

purpoiicn of minuhiof p and ainill I prove 

ihynilf Weak now ?" 

Sugooimh Htooil in tho ntiddht of 

olminhnt' mh hIio tium jpkvo way to hor 
HiidHior fidhudionn ; wlitm In^r 
wan oompliddy tmulo up, tdm nokod hor* 
t(df a final (pn^iditm, it wtm whether 
elm did verily and Irulv \umm\\ the 
atrongth of ndnd that was riHpdHitefor 
tluMmrrying nut of licr pni>j>(aa< 
Hiunonnvmed h unidf in this ufHrmidivo* 

'• N(PW away to a maghd rate," eha 
said, " t(» give Dm informat i<pn uimI atrlko 
the blow wiihout farther driay! Ah, 
Chraitlna Aeldcm, y<ni little Mmiif;ht 
whet eforo you found tn(' eo noniy a pupil 
in atiidying under your inition the 
aouui'itlc roadiug of the iOnplinh language! 
Vou lit I lo auepmittul wimrrfore yuir (j|(|i 
covered nm handing with uo muob 
0(U*ncMtn(»uu over that huge file ufthe 
iingliali newtqi.ijauu I And now 1 am 
ahmjt to turn my knowloilpii) fq up 
account— aye, and 1 know how to sot 
aitout It I it IS hut to oidor (tno of the 
puldiu vchieJcM, amt order thn driver to 
Hake me to the dwelling o! the no. treat 
magiHlfate t" 

Hagoonuh was about to Ihhuu fi mu tho 
chamber, when elm caught nf her* 
self in a mirror which abu pimaed: and 
Him Htoppod Himrt 

" Thlrt dromi," Hint tmid to herself, 
'* hutruya the pour Hiudoo niavu : and It 
may prevent mo from ohluining admli' 
Biuntotlm prc«(mou of the irtaghilcatOi 
Ah I I have read how dfHIcult of aoeoni 
arc aonm of tiiu high fuuctinnariea of thw 
country — and how much depdOils upon 
tho appearanco and cmutiMou of thois 
who seok an interview with them I Were 
it Queen Indura ImraoU, with her rioh 
ttppHrol, every laoc4mdi»Hudiul laequoy 
would bow —every dour wi^uld lly open— 
M(i amidst profoundvat calutatloeB 
would hUo bo uflhorod irUo tho proionos 
0 whomsoover amcmgsfc Enghmd's dig* 
nitarloB she thus sought out. Bat 
humble slavo-Qh, it will be (ilftoronl 
with me ? And then tooi oven i( I 
Sttooeedod lu obtalnlug: #aoh m iutorrleih^ 
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my tale would not bo boliovod ; ] aliould 
jjg ti-pated with noorn imd lidioiiln. Wbiit 
am I to do r 

Aiui tho HiiKlnn woman unto 

down to (Inliboruto within hornnlf : hnt 
it wrt» not VC ry lonR. 

a]/ I do tliiw/* l^hi^ wcnjt on rollciotin/^, 

; *» (lnro 1 rotnrn to tho villa ? Will it !\ofc 
be known that from ino iln^ information 
Wa» ol'tainc'd. HonidoH, if .1 ntriil forth 
now, it will ho two or thrcu) hcnira l)ofon» 
I oonld lotnrn: my Hljcn imo would ho 
remarkad — and whon tluc Idow aJmuld 
Binitn him almost at tlu> vc ry luuno limo, 
IndoiVaanapioiona would at onoo ]a)int 
to rayt<c‘lf an One cumiho^ uhniiro it 
ejnnnted^ 1 muni- ihoioforc' hid an otoriuil 
forewoll to ihia hoiuio and iny nd^tr<^u^, 
Ayo--and wliy not? Kvc'rythinf^ for 
venji[ranoc! I Nor msod I po away c*inpty^ 
liftiidt'd And, Ah I I will npparol my« 
Belt in a cdyln that ahall imu»r(» my admin- 
fiion into tho proacuioo of ftlio ma/dnirato 
whom I (ini ahout to ikm k, ' 

IfaYinf^ them aotthu! all hor prooood* 
inftH in h r mind, tSageumah annumod a 
onlm o?(p?onajoii of ootnetouicnoo, and 
doHOCiicleil on aomo prcd.c^xt f ri tho draw- 
lufproom Klio thorn {emnd Quorn ludnra 
luul Ohrirdina flOfdtM) tnj^pdi^o^» acid an- 
^a^u’d in oonvoraation. AlmoHt immo-* 
difvtoly aflorwarda Ohriatian AHhton 
oallod ni tho villa, to pima an I otn with 
hifl eiflter and tho Quoim ; inul Sapfoonah 
felt tactihfird that aha had nnw' ninplo 
loiBiire for tho oxooulion of hor purpoao. 

Indma had worn during tho onrlier 
part of Iho day that Hunm ajrparol — half 
liluropoan In ita fait|iion» and half 
Orinnial in ihj ntyla — whicdi aho had worn 
on tho prooodin/i^ day J hut idio had 
changed that droBH for an overdng 
coslumo, uceordln^' lo fmr wont, whon 
flho porformod hor toilat for dinner ► 
bomi-Knnlirth, aomi*Kaalorn garh which 
flho had put off, an wo havo juat aald, lay 
upon tho ooiudi in Indora'a chamber. 
That chamber was now entered by 
Sagoonah, who lti«t no time In upparol- 
ling herflolf in the droBa which ebo thus 
found upon the bed; and from tho 
Qucoti’fi jowobcasketo aho took many 
Vftluabb'fl, afi well aa a largo aum in gold 
and bunk noiea which aho found In a 
writing de»k that happouod to bo niw 
looked, Conooaling thfa wealth about 
hor perBOu Hagoouah dung a thick and 
ooBtiy veil over her head, A few mmuicn 
^ aUerwarda »ho feaued uomtleoaly forth 
from the front dour nf Urn villa, Tho 
oVOjttlGg had oloflcd in j hut it wae a 


beautiful oinarono -and all ohjoota were 
plainly vb ihlo in tho flood of argentine 
luHtio which ponrrd down from a oloiid- 
loHfc edey, 

Wc uniat for a brief apace leave 
iSagoonali, jiiat aa aho ia boginning to 
glide ihrongh the garden attached to tlie 
villa; and wo mnat roturn to an indivi- 
dual of whom iiidnod wo have very ro- 
contly opolton. TJuu was Ilarnoy the 
Murker. 

At ahout four o’oloc^k in tho afternoon 
cd the day of wlifnh wo are writing— 
and whioli waa tho one following hie 
advrntnroH wllh j: Id Jonathan Oarnabio 
and with Jack Hmodloy-^ thoBurkor bor t 
hia a Hoooiid time towards Queen 
Imhira’cs viMa, Ho waa habited in hi 3 
ifowiah garb whinh wo have already do- 
loribod, and which wnB indeed a moet 
f'ft otual disguian ngainet tho peering 
vlaloii of ov3n the kooneflt flighted offloor 
of juflticor Tho doiiBo foliage of ever- 
greena, tihruha, and treofl which em- 
howored fui argo a portion of thoiireunda 
attanhed to tho villa, abfordod thoBurUor 
an oaHy opportunity of penetrating into 
tho onoloMuro unporooivod by any of the 
iemaieaoffcho dwelling, Ho oonoealed 
hinuudf in tho midet of Ihafeoluinp which 
waft in tho immediate vicinage of the 
fountain, and which had afforded him a 
hiding-place on tho preceding day, 

IVcffonfciy ho behold Indora walking 
tliroiigh iho gronnda, in company with a 
gentleman whom ho Inatantaneouely^ re- 
oogniflcd. Thia was tho one who had 
pursued him ulmoBt to Ids oapturn at 
Wuodhrldgo, whon ho had saved hlmsGlf 
by plunging into tho river, — tho same 
too whom ho had Been on the preceding 
evening at Mr, 0hvil>b*8 front door. But 
tho Burkor wao ignorant that tho gentle- 
man boro tho name of Olomont RedoUffe, 
Queen Indora waa then apparelled in tho 
Bamo oootumo in which the Barker bad 
Boon heron tho prooeding day : namely, 
tho aemJ-Eugliflh, floml-Eafitern garb, of 
which wo have been speaking. He waa 
not long in perceiving that she gassed 
with tondernOBfl on her oorapanion : he 
saw that} she loved him. At first the 
niagrdficont beauty of the Queen pro- 
duced upon the Burkor »n almost over- 
owerlng infiuenoe Bimilar to that wbioh 
6 eadperionood on the previous day : b\it 
this gradi ally wore off, aa in his ambush 
he rrfleoted on tho absolute yieoDsflity 
there wne for him to ar.onmpHsh the task 
assigned by tho Duke of Marohmoiit, and 
read those rewards which were to bo tho 
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prioe of hk iniquity* BohUIgh, tlm 
Burijor hated Mr, RodolllYo, apaluHt 
whom ho oiilortained a bitter apito on 
account of the aftair at Wtjcdbrid^o; ami 
ho oonooivecl that by fullillirq^ iho !Dulce 
of Marohraont*fl rniHoion in nsf-jicoi: to 
Indora* ho flhould be at the euino (inio 
wreaking bio vongoiinco on her oom- 
pauion. Thua wfio it that the luiaoreaTit 
wnB on the preflont oooauion nerved with 
fill his wonted Hfttanie onergicfi for a 
purpofio of tromendouB miBchiof. 

But Mr. Barnes by no luoana intended 
to porpotrato tho o’iino while Indor/i r.an 
walking with ono who oven if he did not 
prove a proteotor, might at leant nerve 
as a defend or. Ho thought it very pm- 
bable that Indora might presently roinuin 
alone in tho garden ; at all events he 
dotorminod to wait. His Iiidiiig-plaee 
was deeply omhowored in foliage : he wan 
burled amidst laurels and hnya ; ami 
when tho dusk should bo closing in. tliat 
am hush would bo porfootly iniponotraijlo. 

Tlieru wero a ,(ov/ uionients* however, 
when the Burkor o perienced a mortal 
terror ; for a stray clog, entering Iho 
grounds, began barking violently In the 
immoiliato vicinity of tho spot wlnuo 
Barney was ooncoalod. With what bi(t(?r 
impreeations did tlio mifioroant onrse tho 
yelping curl and with what intinite 
Baiisfaotion would lie have driven his long 
olasp knih) Into tho brute’s body ! 'rim 
animal stood upon tho edge of tho border 
in the midst of which tlm overgroi'ns 
were planted,— barking with sll its 
miglit: so that the oireuinstanco epiuidilv 
attracted tho notice of (Jiioen Indora anil 
Mr, RedolitTc* They advanced cIoho n[> 
to the spot: for a moment tho Bmkcr 
drofldocl lost Mr. Rodoliffe shouhl make a 
minute inspeotion of tho idaco : hut 
immoiiHO was the miooroant's relief when 
that gontlornan contented himBcIf with 
merely driving tho animal away. 

Shortly afterwards Mr- Uedoliffo took 
hi^ leave cf Queen Indora ; and then 
followed tho intorvlow between hlmsolf 
ami Bogoonah which has already kon 
defleril)od. But in the mcantlmo Barney 
llio Bi rkc3r continued in his ambush. Ho 
had often waited hours for an oppor* 
tunity to aooomplish some deed of evil | 
he was by no means likely to abandon 
bia present ontorprieo. bo long as there 
might by any probability bo a oh anno of 
achieving it on this ocosflion. Bosidrs. 
SB well for him to remain an hour or two 
more in a place where his safety wns 
oomparaWvoly Bcourod, than to go 


wsmlcrinu about the liyr^strants of fli' 
nictropoHii, or sit down in Home pu%i 
house, with tin' ohatHux of being Tfiepu*. 
nisud ami tjafdiircd. 

Tho iimn puf sod--t)in Miiados of f‘V€. 

ning !rll : but an I Im ulurs caino out and 
tim wu/itlu'i' v.'iui so mild ami ljo»ut|(ii| 
the Hurkcr tlionght tcj hiiuHjdf liswoiilj 
tarry yet fi litlln loiigor in (miho Indora 
should by olmnuo ('nnn’ hn tli to 
ancdJmr rainlih^ 

IVcsontly Ids ear naught tho rnstlb 
of a dross at no groat disljLmo; b 
listtuu'd v/iMi snspruidor! hroatli ; rirarot 
it oaino--ho heard fhi^ f-ilowing sldrtol 
tim coatumo aweofung luotr tho grjgm.and 
thou binshtng bv s<trno plant ovorlmiijj. 
ing iho bnrdor. iho lUirkor |)co|)0{| 
fortli; and tin next timtant his hnin| 
(dntohod his olas|>. knife, for he felt 
assured that if was Indora <»f wlioraluj 
euiiglit sight. Vos ( lie very um 
costnmo which ho had sm'n her wear 
thaii day and on (ho pcoooding nuol- 
ami though (tu^ v(dl was now over her 
head, yet was it ('v|dcnt lioyorul all 
|usi(d)>ill(y (d doubt that Ihia was hli 
jntiUidof] viot im I 

All of a auddmi (lioro was a riiHli from 
amidst tho (roes: faint- idiriok oHoiipod 
tho Ijfia of the vei’od one: but in tlio 
twinkling of an ovo tin' ura|M)n wlikh 
tho mirafroant Itold wfui ijuriod di'cp In 
iho victim s botauu. Down idu* fell with- 
out anotlmr (uy --with mily a low hriof 
moan : and at flmt very* imUant the 
Burkor was alarm<Ml hy tlu^ Hfonidnol 
f(U)bdopn nrtproaobiug fnuu bohimi tlio 
obnnp of overgreena fbut had formed 
Ins ambush. Il<j dart o I awe plunged 
aimn^st iho irts H ul. fho fartlu^r extre* 
mity of tiu' gurdorr- tdam bored tlio 
fonon- and gained iho adjoining (!old«, 
After making a long eiroidf, Ihe 
Burkor rtuontorod London luanewhere in 
the nolghboiirhond of the lOfIgwarc Road, 
It wus m>w ton o*oloek j an<l hb ho 
paBSod along ui a iiuHlornlo paoo, koaftid 
to IdmaolL n At olovon punotiwal every 
night l•->-that was iho agrconuuit 1 1 whul 
ho in plenty of time; and if so hoi 
wafin't, his Oraoo would not Im portiklor 
to a nduib or two/' 

Mr, Barnes remenilmrod that mi* 
muf‘h as ho wna perafimitlng ai dow of 
vem?rabio appeanmee, with a long black 
gjibordlno and a grey heanL be niuHcol 
proeoed ton quickly, for four leattN 
oyo of Homo delcotlvt^ idmnid settle iU 
glanoo upon him. 
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> «Tt’a a buriunp! Blmino,’* miid tho tnin- 

nroftiit willlin bitniiGlf. - ilml, ono oau’fc 
WBlk ihontraotM of li.mdoo, wiMi- 

m t *'•*'' <*f liiivi...? tlio 

looks ot impnrlinonli <naionil,y rivotud on 

Olio'o flBlf'” , , 

Afl ho tlioH inu!i()(! upon loii \vioi)('h, 

the Bui'hov purmiod Kin x/ivy ; i«ml on 
lookiiiff idi t'hn <>looh 'n iialuir'n oliop 
whioh wail not ynt nhut nm lui foiind dial, 
ho bad a (/,no<l liaif-l.oiir M Iniiiiiro Imforo 
keonini; tho iippointini Mt on vdiioh ho 
waft hoot, llo tlioioltu‘0 icHolvod to 
prooiu’o HOIUO ro(n'iilihi('nt : fm- tminy 
hours had olapa.'d Hinoo oil in')' fooil or 
'drink had puHMO.I Ida lipa. do onlinod ii 
■low nwhlio hoiiHO wliiol) lio Imov/ of old, 
but when ho wiui toloraldy oorlain ho 
would nob ho niooi'ninod in tlio (mntiimo 
he now v/oio. 'riioro woro (ivo orniv 
villanoUH-looUiu!^ rulliann di iiduii|« in tho 
tap-rooiu, whioh wan olondod v/ith 
toUooo tmioko : and tho Umkor. idivink- 
ina with all a dow’n wontod timidity. 
Into tho oliDinu'out oin'm-r, Kopfc hio 
oountPnanoo an inuoh avortod iii, ponaihlo, 
while ho nil) tho hrond mid ohonno atid 
drunk tho hoor v.'liioh lio had ordcrod. A 
rapid Klanon nwopt over Iho ()o»ii)any, 
had niado liini avvaro tlmt two nr throo 
of tho mon v.'oro ponmnally known to 
him : lint it by no moano miitod bin in- 
tontioDrt to rovoal l)it)>i)(‘lf or obvim tlioir 
aoquiuntauoo. Tho oompaiiy, on their 
Dart, wore not partionlarly loirpiiflod 
■with tho proHinioo of ono whom thoy took 
to bo a. low : for at tlmt pjildio-bouiio of 
whioh wo uro tipoakioft thoro wau at 
timen a oonuroRalion of a variety of 
oUaraotroi'H. Nevertliolosii tlia I'onvorfia- 
tion WUH te))rporaril.v Honpooded nod tho 
Burkur entered and p,lided i)ito tho 
oornor; hut. it wan opoudily renewed 
again. 

" Well, what aho)it that there iniainofl.?, 
then, Toby I" iiuiiiirod ono of tho men 
thus addroHni)r|S a eoin panion. 

"Why, you eeo, TiimniaH," was tho 
rosponao, " ho made tho old (idlow n« 
drunk an n tiddler, and no doubt hooua- 
Bodhlu grog." 

•i Yea— -you told uh that Just now,” 
intorruptod tho imlividunl who had pro- 
vioualy apokou, *' Hut. did tlioy know as 
how it waa tho Uurkor ? — My oyoal what 
a gulp of hea'vy wot that old Jow hua 
juat took I” ho nddod, fn ft lowered voice. 

" How did they know it waa the Bur- 
jkor ?” proooeded Toby. '• Why heonu^ 
when tho old Ifellor oamo to hiaaolf this 
l^oruing, ho rooftllod to mind everything 

o«-aa 


wot had took place ; and then he roool- 
lootod tho particular way in whioh hia 
frio))d of tho previous night had apoko 
and wot a rum nort of lingo he Iiiid. He 
even wondered it hadn’t ntruok him at 
the time ; hut having no (uiepioinu, and 
thinking rh how it was all right and that 
ho had (5ot into unkinnnon good and rea- 
pootalito eons puny, it wasn’t much to bo 
wmiderod at it tho old foUor was thrown 
ooniplotely oil’ hie guard.” 

"And how did yo)i hoar all this, Toby?” 
inquired o))o of tho oornpany : " how did 
you got old of it, old oliup? Toll ua,” 

•'(leu why I know’s aummut of Oliubb’a 
iiorvant-gal — and eho told mo all about it. 
Thoro in a gontioman whioh gooa to aoo 
tho old man — Oarnahin that’s Ida name 
ugaiu; and thin gonohnan, it aeoma oallad 
at tho hmiso last night just at the 
very innmont Bart)oy tho Burkor was 
leaving it, 

■' Well, and I'apoao the trapa have had 
tho ohioo tipped ’em, oh ?” 

" Ah I you may ho pretty euro of 
that,” rospondod Toby ! " hut it waa all 
dono in a very snug and quiet way, so 
that tho hueinoHo might not got into the 
papers” for this Ournnhio ia a pariah 
olork Homowhoro down in the oountry— 
and of oouroo it would not bo roapootable 
for auoh an old file to be kuowod to get 
hissolf no stupid drunk and to make auoh 
a fool of hiaself.” 

"Aht tho Burkor’a a olover oo'j’e,” 
fiald another of tho company, " What a 
hand ho muat ho at a disguise I Blow 
mo, what a hand I ' 

‘■I flhould have kuowod him,” ox- 
• elaimod tho )nan who anaworod to tho 
name of Toby. "Thore’o never a dia- 
guiao that ho oould have put on ao good 
as to prevent mo from twigging on him. 

lloro tho Burkor, having flniahod hia 
rofroahmonts, though ho hod heord 
ono)igh{ hut ho had very little fear in- 
doorl of holng rooognisod by Toby, not- 
withstanding all tho foUow’a boasting. 
Indood, exhilarated by the malt liquor 
ho hod imbibed, the miaoreant ohuokled 
inwordly at the opportunity of thus put- 
ting tho boaster to the teat ; and riaing 
from hie seat, be walked more slowly 
through tho room thon when he had 
entered it. Toby stared at him, hut only 
with ft pftflfling ourioaiby— and not with 
the fainteafc auapioion: ao that, the 
Barker faHued from the puhlio-houae 
ohuokling oven moi'o blithely than 
before. 
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He now continued liin way towardn 
Piinlioo ; and ho ontored a mu’row and 
somewhat obaoure etreot, jiint an n 
neighbouring oliiireh olovic wna atrilcing 
eleven. One aide of (he ntioofc waa 
formed by a wall belonging to Mu' 
grounds of some nianaioii : and treee 
overhang tho iron railing whioli fnneed, 
the top ef thin wall, In Mio aliadi' of 
theae trooa tho ’Biirhor hohold a gotiMn- 
man lounging along, and emoltiiig a eigar 
aa if with the onno of a raltiuh lial iomi- 
noaa. This poroonago wan tho itiihoof 
Mnrohmont; and tho lliirkor, aeooiiting 
himi aaidi *' Good ovening, my lord " 

" Who ore you ?” demanded the Dolce 
with haughty nurtnmui: hut cvben the 
Burkor burat nut into a ooarno tlioogh 
holf.Bubduod ohituklo, tlio nol'lonmn 
claimed, “ Wluitl ia it pomiililo ?■ you in 
thia diaguiflo.” 

'* Yoa, my lord : it’a tny own worry 
idontioal aolf,” reaponded tho Diirlcor. 

'■ Thore’o been a little shifting of toggery 
aa your Graoo poroeivne " 

‘'But tho buaineBU—tlio miHuion 1 oir 
truated to you ?” intoirnptcd tho Dnicn, 
anxioualy a»d norvoiinly, 

“It'a done, my lord,” wan tho roeponfie 
ohuokllngly given. 

"Donol la It pnsaiblo?” and there 
woa a mingled exultation und terror in 
tho Duko’a tono, 

“ If it waan’t done, my lord.'’ said tho 
Burk'er, '• what tho deiieo ulioiild I ho 
here for 1 Didn’t your Orano loll rne to 
meet you aomowhero about thia spot at 
eleven o’olook ou any night that I might 
havo Bummut good to oommuiUoato?’’ 

•'Yea, yea—truol" ojnoulated the 
Duke, who oxporlenood a hnwildoriug 
aonaation-holf tu joy at being rid of a 
dangerouB foe (as ho thouglit)~and half 
in terror leat thia now orimo ahould on. 
gender new aouroea of approlumnion. 

“And now, your Graoo, for tho reward, ” 
sold tho Barker. « Short reokonlnga 
makea long friends.” ^ 

** We cannot pnaolbily eonvorao hero,” 

intorruptod tho Duko. 

but follow mo at a dlatanoo 1” 

With theso worda Marohmoiit turned 
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wee a riemi enlertfdiinicnb 
the Diil(i) (if .MuiclitiKHirn hdiiiiii ill Jjj 

grave !-i(Hii>r(. en (lie ''v,.|iii,|, |,f A 

we HIM vvi iiiii;/, 'I'ln, 'j,| 

that tl'i' Diiiilnii'.ii of elitiiii||(^ Wnsii 
amiiiltli. iit„| l.emidfiil tmly, lm(, 
iinfin'luneliilv li(til ' ^|)erieiti;,i|| ||[|l 

hap)>jin.,i;i h, |„.|- alli:M|(!li cvi| j, Ml,, DyjjJ, 
.She luiil fmi-iveii him for M,„x 

v.lmi!. I,e l„„) 

airaiiiMf, lim Ml.,,, i.,,,,], at, 0 .,hl„u,i, 

l)Ut ihem It Iilie Iml fnigivcn, i.l,,, 
not V-d, ,viM, (I,,, 

f't'iierea.l v of her a- ii| ,vi(li ||„| 
aui'iili'iiir;, iimioieiiii.iii V i.f I,,.,. 
j'‘M'iliie.. _,:|,e Im.l 

her v.imled (leiiii einm, of ellVi,fi,„i„j, 
rri-anl (..ivm-,lH her l.nehaml, ,„,j 
tikewiHe til pl .y (lie pint, ivlij. l, ||,.r by, 
iitation iifini.'iir il lii'i ji, a omiiiKH. |;||,,{ 
iiImiiiIiI iin riiiii, i f,.,,,,, 

ing her ilouii ,,(1(1 infeljuK 'rhiiii tynfib 

that III. o from (imt. lo |jm,, ,yiv(i (lio;,;, 

enlerlaitiim iilii v.'!ileli a Imiy j,, 
iiphore wan ri;.:; eeii.,l to giv.. ; whilii. on 
the otbei hand, (lie lttil,e, who (o ft 
eorlnin extent iitiidie.l (intwiiiil ii|i)iuftr. 
aiieeti, intimideil Itjii |i|i. 1,11,11.. fhaf, i,i||)|| 
re«e|itiiiiie (P un|,| (r,bo yj, 

inoiit llotiiie, 

Itiipeeialty, l.in, at il.d prniient llnio 
WiVii hill tli'aen iilixiiinil to niMirf (i<iiiii<ly 
and (n lieeio (n have l.in Ini.iiiio niiinipiiiil 
by diiiiier- partieii and rdlier fa.iliioiiiililo 
pureuilii W'hiin a m .ii in 1 itbei' laediln. 
ting or (liirlily enntiiving n( n (.n'inie, Im 
fainrnill (nniiijlili) [ireiiniil ionn (a avert 
eiiiipieion, ami a(iiii,| |.rn.if (hat hlii 
thiUlgldii and ainet were fnlhuvin;; at Ihft 
tinnt ill altngelliur n ililfinenl, ehniiiiot. 

I bus, lit thiii jiiii jo.l whim 1(0 wa'i in 
roality devour, III with antiety ,„„J 
auepDMNo UH to (he rmoiH of tho terrilili' 
tank hit had a iiignud tu the Dnrker, lift 
oppoufod to lie piireuing n roiuitl ol 
ploaijiire, and watt giviog nplmnliil imtw* 
tUiiuncntH at hia toiiiHlon in BelurAVO 
iSfjuaro. 

On tho oveiijng of v,'lu(!|i wo are speftk* 
>ng, fchero hud hnen n iliniier.jiarly at 


abrupiiy round, Zl benT^ raparly at 

wards Belgrava Square ~-an naannia, 'V *'“*’“*' ; “*>'1 Mm aalouiw were 
glonoe thrown over his Ilf *’''''*>1'*’*" 

oonimoued in one toem; the onrd-tHbles 
wore Hpi'ndily nooupied iu another. Th« 
.Duijh('»M of Mnrohtiiout aBSMtned « gny 
ftna ohoorful attpaotj though her how 


, «'i«a«e,“~an oooasiomii 

glonoe thrown over his ahouldor, ahow. 

Burkor waa 

followiBg upon hla trook. 
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Ws iuv/ardly u i (k> novui-oimniu- 

rense of noi*M nnd ill-(>ro<i(rtiionl)- ^ynn, 
erai Imti'od whiolfc itho Inul oKpovionood 
on tHo piu’b of luu’ Inud^iiiiil* Tho Diiko 

likoWiJ^o clioDonihlnd iJio nmi r.biUo ol' Jiiii 
own feolini'H— biib U)V n ff^r dilVuronb 
motivn: uufi wlioii lio im^un’A rhrou;di luii 
fluiuptviouidv i’nnuuhod oml UrilliiuiLly 

lighted roonin mi if wMh (ho /.ml of h 

hunt} who iii nuroful In noo 1 hub lun jpo ehi 
aro eurronndtni by nil pomihln honijitii^ 
lifciefi--frc(imnjb v/iui iho ‘.viuhpnreil vo- 
mark to bho cJVoob Llvul; lihin (U'uoo luul 
for a binin tioomoil i;o nhoorful nor 
porfovunul lun part no ivU'ohly no on (Jin 
piTflorit oneanionJ’ 

^ A libtlo bofoio oh;vop. o'ol*n-k (ho DutiO 
of MarnluHont hiul olippnd ir>vny from 
the midiib of (ho pny ihnups himI 
throwing on nn ovi rnor^t, loul iniiued 

forth by tlio hnok a l of llin prmiiiuoM 
to proooodio tio' phu-n of uppoioinOJit 
wliioh ho luul Hvraup d witii iUo Hnrkor. 
Tlioy mot, an wo Im vo nhmoly danerilnMl; 
and WO loft Upmh hoMd!j.f» tluJrntnpn 
tuwardii, Ihdgmvo Ihiuari:,*— ilm Duko 

loading Urn way Ida lui sahinn iMuu>m|>lioo 

following at i% lilMu dihtauoi'. 

'Pho iiuko litoppnd nl. a (htur In a wall 
whioh buundud tho haol; part uf Iho 
upuoiouo Btahlinj' li.itahlifdinu jil- ail aulind 
to Marohiaonl. llounn : and oimnini/; that 
door by moana of a hoy wluoh Im luul 
with hiuh ho wtiitml till Ihn Ihulun oatiio 
up* iJo thou romlioimi tlm vilitdn 
through all ilial* dopai tinnnt of tho prn- 
rniuoo, and lod him umu ini l»y any ot ( hr) 
tho ilomnolJoH into Mm Ulaary* Wax 
oandlon woro burning th ro: for it wau 
ub\mU to light up any pin t of Mituipauioua 
oatublMlimunt whioli Ida Mraon might 
think fit to viaili. Timro wan a atnoun at 
tho lower oxlrimity, wliiah partially 
oouooalod ono of I ha windowa, w lion 00 a 
draught had lately born ubHowod to 
ouianatOj and at tho iimtaiit that tho 
door oponoil to admit Mm Duka and tho 
BurkorM^oimdo tlgnro gHdod behind that 
Boroon, Tim droim, «h woll aa the window* 
draporioBj ruHthul for a momontj but 
neither the nobUnnun nor the aaaaalu 
hoard the eounda, whi(sh worn induiul 
Blight and tramdontf Tho Duke kickod 
the door; and throwing himaolf upon a 
fioftti eaUI in an anxlouH volon, ’*Now 
toll me all that hue ooourrad*'* 

IMa ohovfc and ewoeti my lord, re»* 
piled tho Butkof ; ** nnd Tvo nn doubt 
will give your Umeo the utinont boUb- 
faoHon, Yesterday I kept waioh In the 
garden of the iady^e villa : but X had no 


opportunity ot oteiking tho blow. 
On t*othor hand I had plenty of , time to 
fuiinirc hor beauty; and I don*t mind 
tolling yoiir lordflhip that it woli nigh 
ufuuUJJcul mo altogothor, Wolh my lord, 
oironrmitniuuni ia«0 night made me change 
my dhsguifio : and now IMl juflfc aok your 
Uraoo u candid opinion which fliiita mo 
hoiit and which 1 look moat gonteeleafc 
in 

^‘A trucjo to thin nonaonnol*' iutor- 
rnptod the J)uko impatiently. Proceed, 

J luu in a hurry/' 

*' Ail right my lord/’ reaumed tho 
lbnkfM\ Thia afternoon I returned to 
Mic wilhi : and I coon mtw hor ladyahip 
walking in hor garden. She had company 
with her : and no I wuh again eompollcd 
to wait. But after a while flho came 
out to walk alone, and then I drove my 
good elaap kniao eo deep into her buzaim 
tltat kiiio dropped <lo\vn with aoaroo a 
groan/' 

* Tide it) true? — you are not deoeiv* 
ing jao 'r' mU\ tho Buko, quivoring with 
mtxiuun ouRpermo- *' How am I to know 
that you Imvo done thiu?'* 

♦* Hond and inquire if you like/ my 
lord/' anuworod tho Burkor with brutal 
llippancy, “ Or I'll bo bound to say 
you’ll road all about it in to-morrow 
)norning*o paper/* 

** And you are oortain ^ihat the blow 
wuH euroly dealt 1*’ damaiuiud the Duke 

'* LookVou, my lord/* ro&pouded tin 
Hurker, drawing out his oluflp knifo 
" Thin blade Is a long ono:^ It wont riglu 
down to tho handle i horo e tho marki 
of blood upon it; and here's my an 
Uerelior. wliioh I wiped it on as I rushoc, 
away from tho Bpot.'* 

‘‘JinoughI** ejaculated tho Duko, 
uvorting his oyoH from the siokoning 
evidoneeo of tho otirno which had been 
oornmittud at hia inutigatiou. 

I hadn't failed to obsorvo that th 
Lady Indoora-^ or whatever hor aam 
wno'oontinued tho assaaein. Walkeci 
about with tho whole ooiitonts of o 
jowollor*H flhop crowded on her porsoii 
and drofls ; and I did mean to help my* 
aolftoafew of thorn triaos. But jusi 
after tho blow was atruok, I heerd foot 
a tops ooming from tho direction of the 
willftj and as tho lady had given u sort 
of Bkreok when I fust busted put u^pon 
her, I in oourso thought it had been 
heord induora and tho servants was a 
ooming to eoo what it all meant!. Bo 1 d 
only just time to draw out my clasp- 
knife from the wound—whioh was ^ 
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precious deep o«o, I know 1-- luid ilion 1 
Boud owfty ns fust an my logo could cany 
— Now your Qrnoo IcnowflovoiyUiioU; 


mo, - , _ 

and you may give mo iny vowiud.’' 

Tho Duke was in tho not of ilrawini' 
forth hia purno — which ivm* (innnmod 
with gold and Imnlc-nofcon ~ when a 
Btrango rustling noiao, appiuontly ooming 
from behind tho sorooii or tho chmod 
droporioa of ono of tho wiudown, iidl up- 
on tho earn of both luoiaolf nod tho 
Burkor. They atartod up with diimmy 
in thoir looliB ! but thin fooling \vn iox- 
prossod with a far more ghioilly mid 
horror-atriokon iiii])cct on tho port oi l lm 
nobiouian than on that of tlio aiiiinniiiii. 
lor a fow iiiatantii tho Duko of mid 
irreaoluto — a proy to tho most n/'onizing 
torture; thou runliiiig townrdii thomtidcn 
daahod it nuido — aoi'/od upon tho window 
draporiofl and loro thorn afiundor. A 
faint ahriok rang forth ; and ho iiohold 
n lady who was a total slrangor to him. 
An ejaculation of forooiouii rage dropped 
from tho lipii *of tho Burkor : nml iiiii 
hand was already clutching his clmip- 
knifOi'— when tho lady fell upon lior 
knees, murmuring •* li’eir heaven’s sako 
spare mo 1 spare mo --I bonoooh you I 
Your soorot is Bafor* 

“Horror at all that she had hoard, otid 
wild terror at tlio monauing aspect of 
the Burkor, wore blended in her looks. 
The Buko of Murohmont wait well nigh 
distracted; all tho mciifc frightful pords 
appeared to bo onvironing him : bin 
broin grow dizzy -sight booamo dim— bo 
reeled back a fow paocii, an if intoxioalod 
with wine. 

“Dismiss this dreadful maul -for 
heaven’s sake send him away 1“ said tho 
lady aooosting tho Duko with looks that 
m terror appealed to Idm.whilo with 
horror they ahronk from tho forooimui 
gflzo of the Burkor. -I have hoard 
nothing raoau/* hIao oontiinuMi oon 

fusedly, and in a drottdfuily oxoUed 
manner, *' I will keep silent— I will not 
lotray anything — no not for tho worhi r* 
Encouraged by this asauiftnoo, and 
roused to sudden onorgy by thodospora. 
'*2? 1 horrible oirourastanoos in 

which he found hiineoJf placed, tlio 
Duke of Marohmont quiokly drew forth 

'■« wore 

than the reward I promised I Dot vour. 
eelf out by the way thot wo oanio 1^ k’i 
heaven s sake lose not an instant I Away 
with you l-got out of London-.loavo 
England at onoo—lmmodiatoly. 


'I'h.’iJiJ injiHuiii.iim wmo » niuci] ju 

hny, lui liul, iiiiiiii'd whiiipdf;. 

Imnlcniiii,! in dm,i, (i 

liliiiiiy, th(i Dukn Jill, hid M,(, iiyji 
iliDir,'. 'Ill I miiirivmii juit;.iiigiiy a 
Wiiiglii niid t)ui f. fl ,..f il„:i piiiiio tiiiito,, 
dill uid l.divy idlli gulil i.,Hii (ho otL 
!'mil--iii,k!i !„„1 , 

ivimm. Iiii ry Miy idijmr ; „ ,,,1 , 

rm-ildl III • Umilli';; l.i!, ,,vil, (|,„ 

/UliHil U i) liiilll, (nil,,,, iili|iiin,(( i,v«iiv„i 
Mill (l-•p,■ll,l ,|,(,I. • 

'l'lud)ilk i ,,r iMiilriuiiuiii V,l.., ii,f|,ti|oi|(| 

iii'li l.iiiii Imly v.'iiii III! !. III! u'n (o li[||) 
111! liKikril ! ho ih.iir I'.g 'iii; ,U|-| iiCOiiah 
hlg llOr 1‘. ifll n 1 (IIMl^|•,;l:l||.,■ th„(, 

g.himlly pul", iiiiil i), h viiioo Ihalvi'nii 

ihiiv lii/li(Mv Vdili ihoply ‘'iiiioonlriitod 
umiili'iiiii hioli hoi i ur u ,,ii pii diiiuinaiil 
lioimnl, "Will. HIM yuilf tuul Imiy odino 
yiiii liolo i ' 

'I'll-' Imly will, wnii ovi.loiilly imioh 

rnlif’viil by i*is\ fiiiiMpjf iiMiMui of ()|q 
IJ ml.i i, iit.ii wbu \v;i!i nfihirnJIv of a 
u:i buu \ry j hji, time 

iutly I'MMivi'ititi bill- n\s I, of diiiid’ 

|Udl chi' muhi, lUy ynn iuu c noth' 

in f('nr, I j.nijw vrr y ( ; T nvor. 
lumnl nvnyvtliiio^: bi,|, bif, id, 
unilnriifimii vn^^U nlfn r.'*. juhI (iHj^ 
linnbuf.( lior nijjutrb dark fMtii Hi,oiifl. 
nriuiJy nj;if>u Mm Dnkchf i i>uii( • Udnoii, 
\ UlU’ < I l;UU' 1 Jin Ai'<!OJU|HHi 00 
nii' fnr .Vnii* MUirnf 

^ i i<» y< n I ' Ijff rly 'vvuluiidod ; 
ithy i biiii* (tv dry I bbi||[ { tfii/j’fi hi 

you ccii hidt whiob I will jiot 
;^runt \* 

u\y lonl," cIm^ ibci(>rv'o<t ; '•! 
kni'w Di/tj. \v«t jilnutbi uMbcrfiMuid oa«h 
odmr. Afid now md nvk fbjd. dour: (or 
ono of ynoi’ hnnw/i Ibid. 1 am 

iioirn anti )io nmy iuipiMoi (i) Ofilan* or 

A’fdilo r nook fu mho- 'win n if, wouM 
npin'or «tran|i;n (,o lifui that the door \m 
I ouurod /' 

iJn) otdn luu^ndf lulndy dinm; 
tlio I nkn Inmlmu d (o nnlonk ibo iUm\ 

ami Uiou aolmning towurrlo Im, bo oIhu 
took a oohm luuiouoly uwailinf( wliatifo* 
over c xplaindioo oln:-. )iavn togivo* 
ihonijh of ill tortnrod with af|onisr,ing 
tooluigH, Jn:t mivortholcmi bad now lobnuo 
to ooiUiJiuplato hor moro attontivoly 
thau h© bad lutborto duno ,Sho uft« 
appanuily uboui ildrty ymu^ at 
of tall Hloturo, ami uplMndidly lornicd* 
ter (Himamnum mm hiimimumj; her 
oi (JorraiiipumlhiB 
htto, largo and luotrouir* Boifououfioefsi 
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dDii (iooinioiii v/<U0 in UiO ()X|iroM- 

8ioi> of f'Oi' iiml in Mio loldiiOMii 

^iiidood wo nii!^;lili nuy hiii’ililuHnl of tin) 
looko wltioli h)i« liont u|)oii thn Dnlio. 
Sho v/iiH bountifully .'ipimiolloil in ball 
oosliiitto : iiiul tboi'ofori) wmt ovidontly 
ouo of llio /'uofito vvlio linil i)Oon invitofi 
to tho «j>('.orl;iuiininnt--(>r Invd at lount 
{oiiotl ijliorj way tliitboo. 

'•My ox|»lani)l;ionti will not bo voi'y 
long, iny loi'il/' nb() lx I'on;” luni I rojjixit 
my (iHinu'inioo that yoni' (imoo Imn no- 
tiling to ajiprolioii'l. liMlood, tlnit wo 
may nil tho bottoo ninlo nliind ouoh oMior, 
I will bo vmy onnilul with yon. My lifo 
hiia not ahviivii jn'iivcd I lio mont virtnoim 
that onn bo oonooivrxl. I won onoo tiio 
miutronn of an oOiooi' in tim Otinrdii— 
Bubfloqnontly of liob old ,Hiii'onnt, who 
vory ptitK’iitly <lio(l nt bin oountiy-iiont 
near Uninngntt), I lun inni’iiod: my 
liniiband in old ononi'h to bo my fiitbor — 
nlmoBt my gviindfatboi' ; nnil wo nro 
poor-'’ 

“ You ftvo poor ?” ojiuoilatod tho Duko, 
olutobing ongoi'ly iit tho nvownl. “ I will 
mnlto you riob I .( wilt nmho you riohl 
But prooood/' 

‘lOortftin Hohomoii in wbioh I who om> 
biu’kod," ormtinuod tho lady, “and 
wbioh 1 bad liopod would alt turn out to 
my ndvfuitago, failod mont oignally, I 
oaino to London to iitay with nomo 
fiiondo: ytmr (Irmio Known tboiu- -I 
alludo to Hir ilnmoii a.nd Lady VValmor. 
I formnd tlioir noqunintanoo at Brighton; 
ami thoy Know nntbing oi tho worst 
part of niy antooodontn. Tboy ronoivnd 
im iuvitafcion from tho Diioboiin to lior 
Graop’s ball tills ovoning; and they 
brought mo with thorn Wo arrived Inlo, 
having boon ongagod to dino ol.iowhoro. 
Wo ontored hot (traon'o oalooiui just us 
your lordship was rotiring. In yonr lord- 
ship’s (ibsonoo, Captain Walmor, tho 
Borouot’s son. ofl'orod to Introduoo to 
ino a partnor for a danoo. To whom 
should ho thus preauut mo, but that vory 
oflloor of tho cjuardH whoso miotroBS I 
was a fow yours haok i” 

•' Who is ho f luquirod tho Duke 
quickly. 

“Colonel TfOBBiUnn/' responded the 
lady. 

“And you youraelf, madam-— your 

name? you have not yet mentioned it,” 

" Mrs. Oxondoii,” she rojoinod. “ On 
being tlum prosontod to Oolonol TrcBBilfen 
I lost not my presonoo of mind : for I 
relied upon Uia honour not to expose 
aie. Ho bowed as U to a stranger; and 


I thoiii'hfc lliafc 1 wiuj Hiifo* Ho ofiEerod 
nit) hii) ai’ni \ buli iiuitthul of loading mo 
to join tho (Unoi.)* ho oouduotod mo into 
MU adjoining room, whom wo found our- 
MolvoM Thou ho throw off tho 

mu'jk of a tumporary dianirnnhitlon, and 
addrodiKMl mo with a ntorii haufcour. It 
apptMM’Fi that ho iu aoquaiutod with Sir 
Hd^a^ Ihivorlny, who hiin married my 
Mjutrr. tSir lOdgav in in London with hia 
hrido ; and anoklontally mooting Oolonol 
Tro}<Mili ,n yoiitoiflay, ho oommunioatod 
onnngh (:o dainago nio irreparably in tho 
Oolonol’M aiitimatioiK Thoroforo Troa- 
Hiiinn inHiotod that f ohoiild at onoo leave 
tho DunhoiH of Marohmont^j ball-room or 
ol io ho ahoulil doom it bin duty to expose 
my charaotor to her Grace. It was un- 
gonnrovjii, (joiiuidoring the tormfi on which 
I had formerly lived with TrosHiliai^: 
but lu) wac inoxorablo I beaought him 
to uparo mo in roepoot to tho Walmer'sj 
imt v/itb thorn ahio m ho intimate—* and 
all that 1 oould obtaiu from him waa a 
promiHo of forboumnoo and silonoo if in 
tlui oounio of to-morrow I quitted tUoir 
abo<i(\ I withdrovv from tho ball-room ; 
and a domcotio conduotod me oithor,*— 
whom it wtu! my intoution to wait until 
tho Wnlmorc’ oarringo ohould bo an- 
no unocuL To tlio doniootio I pleaded 
iudiupoaition — but doHirod that my 
friende miglit not bo dioturbod or aunoy- 
(itl by t!u) iuiclligoaco in tho midst of 
their own mcroationo. Your GraO0*a 
(lomoctio haa gono to fetch tho Watmors’ 
ourriago, wliioh was originally ordered 
to return at two in tho morning: and it 
vvmi tho ontranoo of tliat footman which 
I ivpprohondod when I requested your 
Graoo just now to unlock tho door/*t 

And your husband, Mr. Oxonden 
caid tho Uuko of Maiohmont whoro is 
ho V' 

At Jirigiiton/' rospondod tho lady » 
<» and I oaro not if I novor boo Mm again* 

I have oxplaiuod to you tho oiroum- 
fltanooa whioh brought mo to this library* 
I had not boon hero many moments, 
when tho door oponod, and I hoard a 
voice say, Oomo in 1 quiokr— I had been 
pacing to and fro in an agitated manner: 
and on hearing persons enter, I was fear- 
ful of being questioned relative to tho 
eauae of my being hero. At that moment 
I was close to tho coraen, end stopped 
behind it— thonoo gliding behind tho 
window-draperiea* I wonder that your 
Qraco heard not tho rustliug of. either 
the curtains or my dross~*--Btt^ enough! 
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You now undorafcaiid how it in that I aia 
hero/* 

** And what oan I do for you V'* OiduMl 

the BhUo. '‘Money in ahuiidiMuie 

rioheo— gol(i“-“— 

nI>atienoo, my lord, 
nutes 1** intemi|)iod Mni. Oxemlen ; for 
I havo yet aomo ox}>lnnatin!\ to give. 
When I marriod a man ohi loioiigh In ho 
iny fathori it wao boeanaol x'tMilly v/iiihod 
to load II roapeotahlo liln-hui nioro /or I ho 
Gako of my youni(er Kinl(u' I Imiuuy owf^. 
Now, fto I havo already infornnui your 
QraoOi oorliain projiHjfo on wliiel^ I wan 
. rooontly hen li, havo uiierly failod; awd 
niy uioter ia alionaird ftoiu nu\ i will 
not return to my tlrivellijig dotfuil rd ^ 
huahand : I earn not for the funie of 
loading what \i\ nulled a reiipiuduMe lifn 
for tho future. On quitting It'inn'M.'.fe, 
my mind waoopoodily jninle up* Avail- 
ing rnywelf of a long-alandieg invilntiiui 
on the part of the Walrnora*, I (tamo Uy 
their hduGo in Londom ATy objrel. in 
plunging amongst the pleaimni <»f i\m 
motropoliij uhall \n\ frankly uojdeaiMuL 
Indeed, niy lord/* added Mra. Oxonden, 
aignifioantly, ’'therein no JUMal forlh(» 
exialonoo of any noerotH ludwenn your 
Graoo and mo/’ ' 

**No, no'— oertainly netr* naid the 
Buko inwardly roooiling from Mio in- 
timaoy which hud nuddordy aii on npim 
the biuu'a of a hidooun rrirnn lu uomdig 
revealed to the earn of thin v/oman udio 
wne GO ready to take advantage of her 
knowledge thoroof, ami who could rpoak 
with such a mingling of hold hunlUuMHl 
and oold worldly-minded oulculatinn, 

’’Well then, my lord/* oontinueil Mra 
Oxondoii, am tired of playing iloi 
part di a virtuous and renpoctaoln wife, 
doomed to poverty ; ami I Mouk to ho- 
oome tho rnifitroaii of some great and 
powerful personago who can /jrlvo mo 
rlohcfl, l<*or thia object I mime to 
London : for this object I resolved to 
plunge into fuflhionablosooioty, Aucidont 
has favoured my purpooo more roiulily 
than I had dared anticipate, even with 
the oonsnioiisnosa of a beauty whioh is 
not inoonsidorablo/* 

J'Mrs. Oxendou/* ropllod Marohmmit, 

** it shall be as you desfro* To-morrow 
you wlirieavo the Walmera’* Let it bo 
in the middle of the day, Jieforo noon 
you shall receive a note from mo, in. 
timating whore a euHttble house is taken 
for your rooeption. But remember I--, 
the veil oLJnvIolftble^^ 


ijliull rnmitin throvai nvoi- 
rciudiud ’>^y cisrn IIum tnY;bf,,” 

Ox.^iid M. ' iin iuiig I yf>lir 
p:?rii)rm:i iu'umk} pfn t l.nwan!inno;» 

At Ihi . munK iil. lIuMioirr t)j,j 
WH!i Viirowti, ofU'it find n f<M>lnmuox* 
cl/ijhicd, ‘ Mir djuin si Wnlninr'jt uriniMo 
hi w/iitiug f<ir iVltn Oximdfnf I” ^ 

Tiio indiiMif Airu. Iinnnd, Inuulod llio 
huiy inrlli Vvilli f vf'w ^ 

I! (‘oiuM ny : ih<^y c'X(»|,fiiijrej 
i’f'jiid but fiitnnlionfil (danncK ,^, 1 ,] [|.q 
i qnip/ig s di ovn .vtty. 

'I’bu Duko rrl u. Ui d fur n low niiimlci 
iif (bn IjiM'nry, f.o i iM /iq tu! b/. j Mix frfijihjp 
nld'fii wurn ►d,ill n;;i('diu(^ wiliijfi him 

iiotwilludjuuiing lluil nu nU ddiity d 

niiin/mr In? f fumriM'd v. liihi 

itig flf!' /qd^miid but in ifjiiniu.i Aliii 

()\i iidoii (urih Mi ( iju uuuiiigo: Initll 
v,nM nu Uii;^y indv bu* injij\i;ttnM nnhlu* 

nmn iu <|uui(<i}i Hh' il'Mn.’H id Mu, |^,|| 
tiifit vxui I'/Lgiuj; uiHi volunfiiu jiuvvrr in 

id.: biintri. it .-qqu^m.d fu |d,u j( 

Ify jiuiiMK' id a nrtnio liv ii.id uuly r .niqr'd 
fi<>m Mu,' inu.vur nl luu’ wi>hi;ui tu (all in* 
tu Mint nt unulhiU'j uud bf^ bud nboJitiy 
huini iHiuugbuf iVinx 0.\imdf’u td liu iavvjuu 
that t,hu v/iuibl iMMiujiMioUH und (‘xaob 
lug thut it wn!j v/itb fuj fruituit Iraild 
filio vvuuld 1 ‘iiViJ.y Uu’iMH’ptiif (d dt(i|iuti.ail 
uver lum but Miat ;du^ windd fnnvohift 
mi'd.ru'^n In ntuin muuii'.i uui, Vbdlily 
did tiiu liukv? I'hduxvuur tu <.hut (Uil 
from liiuiiiuli rluf rrtUdiun ui bia jniidUoil. 
llo ouuld riut puiifiibly blind iiu) f»yf:H tO 
ounvinljifu ihituvr'rv idlrjiip^ u Imth ItO 
made ii) dinaibuiglu jiiiini'di fiuin tl*0 

wnb whbdf fdii ui inu'n li ul uuVi'ii^ 011^ 
tighli'iv’d nud flunv it Mu> fu' u,) rumn«li‘ 
iugly uruuud him, |ln nliuddi naJ and lid 
trciuldini ail ho ihuUj'ht id dl lluuc 
tidugH; oml (,)h t wimt uuuid lui liavfl 
given iu rouall thu pmit, vvlum loj L id 
Uiaiidou, ho had nouoiy tu vouitsd 
agaiiiut pommiary ilibbfuHi a, init hud 
nutnn yot Mtmqnjil bin Imnda in 4?rimo! 

Iilxmting hjuoir}H ItMlm uimoat tcit| 
gaiu his HcU-pomai^oMcm* nj«d tu bimkh 
all llmfju borribln, turturirq.^, hano^ving 
upprehouHiurm wbiuit \ujro oiuwdiug is 
upon hiiUi iliu irtfou'd fram ttio 

library and lisrmulini nuua rauro to 
the biiibroonn ‘I’htrn Im mnlvavourd 
to mingle with an app; arrt!H?o of gdiof; ■ 
amidst the throng iUat wau roally gsy: 
but plmmuro siekeudd Idm, Itko iUiiiUor 
in the prMtfnce of untf whmti appetUeii/ 
sutml and palled, Tho verv lustre of tNf 
rooms seemed to make Jbi« braia reot?j| 
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U talked ut riinaoiu—ho lauBhoa with- 
out roiiRon. IliH v«inn folt lui if (lioy 
wore r>' nil id,’-; '’■'itli innltnn loul : ho iviu) 
jlftwiiif' with (>. fovorinli oxcil.oianit in- 

Uo. 

tnliko pdlnhoii of vivi<l upnn t.liO 

ahnatliniifii of »*in <)i)iivil'’niui<u! : hut, Mio 
BUOrttn 

Lw I'lickoil, tortunul, ami Imirowo.l wim 
tho miral nl Maor honl;.. Thoy n.oi’nly 
IooIumI Hti iNinh iiUiiu' \ii\d niuiloij, '' Munk- 
iflff tli'it (Irnno lui'l, hm 

gomo «till ninriJ tntnvivijil \uniy whrio 

IhB lllmtlniui ImuI Mh» IhmumIh of 


prudonoi*- 

It \vhn hiiilf lun-houi niit 

WllDU till) l^'dcO of MiUmOhOOUI- WlU) 

huolinii to \m't\ hnni (lio hfilk 
room U) tUo oitnl r(itOii, Mmt ii nolo w nn 
Pri'acniiod l.o on n idlv^r luilvcr hy 
qno ol Inn fnotoMiiU iio iil. oiuhi iiorumvod 
Jjhatt tdio ndtii’oriH Vi'jtn wiillnn in o. 
boaiitifid (o!onlo IiujhJ, hwl wliioh inwor- 
tludoao uppoun d tu luivn bron Romouduit 
troinuloooi it v/iU^ oKtotonumt- 


* li’roin wlnnn <loOh ib ou)no ? ' nukod 
tho who, with a tiniidity ovor 

attoridatit. upon u K*nity oonnoiouoo, 

aou^ht to hoforidnunl Momo nmm. 

ranoo that, it wiui not tho hurbingor of a 


And nil thio whilo tho danoiug was go- 
inf? on in the gilded flaloous ; and 
imnunoun lacfiuoya wore twTanging a 
nyuiptiiouH ropaat in tho banquetiug- 
1*00111. Evioy v/indow of tho palatial 
Kuannion wao fd‘>wiug with light; and 
fciu) ruaoato ilootbi of luxury woro fitroam- 
ing for til tbrougli tlin criuuion draporioa 
and tho opi'n poitulij info tho Square. 
And Ijolalod panfmrn 4 )y or houoolous 
waudorojia jdoppod to np at tluit- 
lordly <hyolling- each aaying within him- 
Hidfi '‘Oh, how I wiah I wufi iho Duke 
of Aln.rolunont I” 

Put ii it had Imon given to any one 
of tlnno to panoUato with a glance 
ihi'onpii (JiofM) wallrt— to plunge a look 
into ni l' fiui ticnbir room of that mansion, 
and to behold iho rieli and tilled owner 
Ihoioof lying Imok in Ida fjoat over- 
vholnuvl with tho ootuiternation of 
hojior,— or if it had been jmaaiblo for 
rinnio Hpirili voioo to bi'oatho the aafcound- 
ing truth in tho oara of fcluiao loiterora 
iMid gazorn, — t)io Dolbmiirmuicd words 
\v/oiild bavo boon, “Thank God I I am 
nol tho Duke of iViurehinont T’ 


CJIAFriflR OXII. 


froah oalamity. 

I do nob know, my lord/' wan tho 
footumn^i roapoiuio, ** it waa brought 
by a mid I In -aged nom. drnaaod in pbdn 
ololhii— but having tho appoaranon of an 
upper (lonniditi nunb nii it ntowanl or 
liublor.. Mouldy dmdrod Mmt tho note 
ahould be given to y< nr (Jraoo; and hn 
Immodialoiy dopartoil.'* 

The inyntory otbonding Mu> dcdivmy of 
tho biliot--or at bmat a layniory an ib 
appeared to tho Duko’n gndty nund 
flllcd him with u cold iorror ; and pro- 
ooetling to a room proviounly unoiuuipied, 
ho opened tho lottor. The brat glance 
at its eignaturo HimintMl to Bear hifl very 
oyo-balbu u ory OHoaped Ida lipa: ho 
reeled and would have fallen Imt that ho 
jataggorod agaiiv.it a ohair. Thou ho «abo 
down ; and Oh I how ghuetly was lua 
i'bountonanoo nowt--*how that com 
portal dread ohaaod away fever a hoctio 
jjlpotBfrom bis ohookO'-*-und how feannuy 
i^id ho grof^n in anguish I Ho paaRod hiB 
land aoroaa Ida haggard oyoa ; he read 
ibcoontontB of the billot* It fell from 
|Ib grasp ; and bo sank back in the euair 
ftnub in a swoon— but with a houbo of 
||ppalling oonstornatlon. 


a.'un wouNDifii) ayah. 

Wn roturn bo Indora^s villa* When 
Magoonah wont forth disguised in tho 
apparel of her rniatress, tho Quoou was 
seated with CJhristian aiul Ohrifltina in 
one of Urn ojiquioitely furuinhod rooms 
on the grounddloor, The evening was 
sultry; and on a remark to that effect 
being made by Indura, Ohriatian rose to 
open one of the eayomonts. At that 
very inatanb a half atlflod soroam com- 
ing from tho gardmii reached his ears, 
m well au those of the Queen and his 
cisior; and tho two latter started up 
from thoir Boats. 

CMiiieMau oprang forth upon tho lawn 
on winch tho oasomont openodi and 
down to which the window reftohod,— 
ludora and Chrifltina oloaoly following 
him* It wcB a beautiful starlit evening; 
and 00 Ohriflfciau apod in tho direction of 
tho spot whence the ory had seomed to 
come, ho behold a human form lying up- 
on tho gravel walk near the fountain. 
Ineffable was his amaziement on reoog- 
nising a costume whioh ho had seen 
Itidora wear; and ojaoulations of be- 
wildered astonishment burst from the 
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lipfl of hor Mojonfiy and Christina thom- 
flolvea as thoy tho noxt momont arrival! 
upon tho spot. Clu’ifltian dnnv asido thn 
veil from tho pruntrato fhpHo ; and fclm 
oountonanon of 8a;roi)nali was vovonlnd I 
To raisn hor up wan tho work nf n 
momont; and now tiio nppsiirano») of 
oozing blood drew forlli froali orion of 
horror and alarm from tho li|>n of f hoiio 
prosont, Tho faithful utoward Mark ami 
tho other domostioo of tho 
houflohold worn quiokly on tho iqiuL 
Mark was at onoo doapatahod for it 
Hurgoon ; and Sa>p)oniih wan homo into 
tho hoiiHO. 8ho v/'M] inRoniiildo: hut lifo 
was not oxtinot. Thoro wan a <lnop 
wound in tho ro/pnnof tho right hosoin : 
and tho blood was fpuddngout oopionniv, 
S ho was oonvoyf.<i to a hinbohninhiir ; 
and tho garinenta worn (pdokly idrippod 
off by the fomnlo donmatios, — fmim a and 
Christina being liknwino pronont : but 
Christian for dniionoy’s aako had for- 
borne to follow into that ohambor until 
Sagoonali was plnood in the noudli* Tim 
surgeon arrivail, and Ihon Chrinlian 
ontorod with him, 

Thfl wound infliotod upon tho ayah 
was deep and norious: but it was not 
mortab Tho modioal man oould not 
howovor, at thia early stago of hlii 
miniatrationo, hold out tho ponltivo 
oortainly that sho v/onid recover. Every- 
thing in tho meant imo v/aa done that hin 
skill fliiggcatod ; and then ho had leinurn 
to inquire how tho murdoroiiH attempt 
had boon made. But on this point no 
one Boomed able to give him any satis- 
factory amuvor; yet it appeared only too 
probable that the aommatn blow wan 
intondod for the Queen herself jnainnu eh 
as the hapless Sagoonah had boon din- 
gulflod in hor raiment. 

But hero was fresh food for npoonla- 
tion and oonjooluro: and something had 
boon disooverod whioh was not mention- 
od to the surgeon,— Inasmuoh a» it 
ploasod Indora to issue a request to 
Christian and Christina, and a command 
to^hor domostlou, timt Hllenoe on that 
head should bo ohsorvod; for if Bagoomih 
should rooover, she might bo oimhlod to 
give flomo satisfactory explanation— 
whoroas if on the other hand aho should 
perish, tho Queen with her wontod 
gonerofllty was anxious to spare her from 
the stfgma which exposure would affix 
upon her name. The Inoidont to whioh 
we allude was the faot that a ouaritHy 
a number of Indora'a most 
valuable jowols were found upon 


^•igoormiri! ponion, tjonooalcd bencallt 
the ipirmrMdii in wlijidi idm Iiad d|flg^|J|] 

Tlio Hiinionn frndi Ilia departuro i, 
propiuv nnnM‘ which woro 

hn iulinirii;i!(’rcii hi lhn wofuidcd vvom J 
but hn in nW iirn 1,1 Hic oo^nI 

ofnu huur m fv/.,. Nn\v ilio (w 
OhrMiufi, ami (Ihi i -hna, - |,ho imtmm 
ofoxliitod hi.riorlMMnKnvcr, h,u| 
fo dtermum' on flin fi-rrildn incidorittk 

Imtl niMMiiri'd. 

“ It \V'\a > (jur nv/n lifet, „ 

Midd (’luiOiiiii, 

ami pn^atHh- it U.^v lipn., “ widoh Wd, 
ninmd cM Provliioih h:ui Mlimldud you 
- Ihmii-li it b*ar/iilfn oon tom phito that 
a hlov/ hne imv- rf hf'nn doidt at 

uni>!fn'r. ()h> wh.af . 1 . hiMriblo mystoryl' 
“ I aiM Mitf'ilv af, iK hnia (0 conoDlve 
wii ’ t (jfmld liwvt' la < M ! '.u|Mi)nah^i objfiot” 
iiuid tho Qii'-cn. nt aoparoliing horfloK 
In my oo'ilmnoaml (nfiinu immoofniy 
riolioiil. uilh in-r, (Jonld tijJ 

wnd^dnal youni^; v/niuan havo looditatod 
roljhary ami T* 

♦*it oppaiiiM uvi|m.huhto/‘ ohsorvflj 
(JluintifUl, ‘Mi) pill any nihor oonntw 
Con lipnu Mm oircuMialjinoofi, however 
munh wo nmy lo* divqhjaf.il to (inapondiui 
(opinion in Mto ♦ilcuim’n of pnnitivo know* 
tedgo^ or of mon> io imiM/Morv ovldonco 

'• I have oiwuva f lionohl/' naid Uhria. 
Una, '' that M tiMjotndi waii a fitriuigo 

chuitnvn 

But I filwaya tii'cru'ol her faithful 
ami mnot dcvnj.adlv ottoolmd to moi” 
naid I ho (y-iooii- *' I woiihi hav'o stakofi 
my Mxintonoe (m iS-ii/oanah'n tidnilty; I 
should Inwo dooirir*d lo j’ utterly In* 

oapabh^ of u diciHmivit aotiiin \*' 

** It 111 III runpe - nnujt atiangol'* saH 
Cliriaf ina ia a muning tone ; and liof 
lonlcii indicaltttl ih it smunUiing peculiar 
wan pniitung in hor mind. 

What in in your llnmpbta, my dear 
girl ? ’ mdicd tim ()noon earniMUly) 
OhrisUnn oomudvril thut would be 
improper to (tonoeal any hnigor thoiH) 
nooturrifd prncmnUr*grtof J'lngmmah whioli 
some woelirt back had oome to hor 
knmvlodgo, end ridaMvn to whioh slio 
bad ohiddim and remunMlmtnd with hor, 
who accordingly explained haw she had 
oim night detected ♦Sugoonah poring over 
H huge flio of the TjVnvq itMJontrayentioir 
of the Queen's injunction ; and how oit 
another night aim \m\ followed Hagoonab 
Into the Ohamber wfiem her Majsitj? 
wna Meepittg. Xiidom llslened wUb 
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ulriRled kxhvm and afiioniHhnuvMii ; iiud 
then liooaian profouiHlly fMininva for 
ovoval mintiion in n>|.ly <o qMiinfcMJnn 
ffhioli iHJr Majtmiy pn'H.nnily piji, (jliHfi- 
tina doUiltMl Mia (‘Xplmuiiionn whioli 
gagoonali hud rqvaii on tJjo two oooadioiuj 
, roBpeotivoly. 

M In rafav'tMHio io raa tho rtmr.fi, 
Bflid aur yoiini.i: *sS''|.joo?mh 

ploadod a to pnauMinto lior I'ln/diah 

gtudiou ;--and I tadiovfwl l)ov. In iTupoot 
to hoi’ vioit to youv !ailyi!iiif>'n oliiuulr.ir, 
flbo advfUUKul a (ifiiou^ of HuporMl.itioiia 
beliofo, tho jP't)naiU!faj of whioli I on* 
de.r.voiirn(l tu out. Slio <l<Mdar(Ml 

her lovo hu' y<oi» and upokn of tho diofid 
whioh nbo luid loot ovil flpiri^M ohonhl do 

your ladyship a iniaohiof, (bnuiidorinj-': 
that iioroifonoo arnio fmni n ) luid 

nob from alinuluto v/illfulnono, and timt 

0I1O oould not poHOihly ontorfain any 
Biniflter dofdwn, 1 pr<Mninoi! tr koop nilont 
upon tho mihjool. IVuduipo, doar ludyp 

1 8 huu)(i luivtJ Uihl you *' 

♦*Nni (jhvifddna/^ nhaorvod tl\n : 

0 you woro Riu KUO un jumI kiod-hoarlod 

it ifl impot<iiihh^ to hlamn yim 1 Thov(» \a 
BOJUO (h'l'k myntoiy aiiindiod to Mio pro- 
000(1 i a Ra (jf iSa/pHomh : Inii it w'oijld ho 
wroiiR to jnd|.p> lou* hantily in a houtilo 
flonno, HomotimoH tho intoriLiomi 

of individual wnar at tJo^ flnit a 

Biinpioioun loqmot, (‘opoolally wlion thoy 
ai’O oxotniiod in HOorooy luul whon it in 
Bought to uliroud thmn in ohnonrity.’' 

But havirj|i^ thu« (ipoloui, Quooii Jndora 
flgidn rolapaod in*o a prohnmd poimivo 
rioflo; and uilonoo provaihul fijr many 
minutofj in tho npartinoni:.*‘ 

'‘Do yovj not rrunnrnhor, lady/* afd(Od 
Ohriutina, at lop/dh hroalunq thin 
flilouoo in a p nth' voino, “that Mr» 
Rodoliihi uont yon a wavniiq); noto, of 
which you Hpoku to ino- — 
oYmi, yoHi my dear frinnd I" ojiiou- 
luted Xndora : liava \mn\ thinking of 

itr 

"Ah I* exedairhud UhriHfcian, aprlnging 
up from hiu uoat ; and thin remindu me 
of a duty an yot uiifuiflllotk In tho ho- 
wlldormonfc (KjoardfUMMl by tlnu horrible 
ooourronoo, I had forgotten that wo 
should give an hnumdiato Iniiiiuition to 
tho police 

it iu already done, Chrietian. * in- 
ton upted Queen ladora, " Did you not 
hear mo apoahing to the eurgoon on the 
(‘uhjeet, and intimating my de«!ro that 
»o greater pul dioity abould be given to 
tho ooourouoo tban i« ahHolntely neoee- 
Bwy?'V 

0—28 


e lint the ofFicerfl of Jiiatioe willoome/’ 
exolaimnd (Ibriwtian, ••Would it not be 
well for ino to go and fet(di Mr. Redoliffe, 
tlud- ha may ndvi«o uh also?** 

At thiu moment there wan a knock at 
the fro t d(M)r ; and /nark entered to oay 
that an inapentov of polioo, with a con- 
ntahln, vvquoaUn] an inter view with her 
ladyahip* The Qnonn ordered them to 

b(» admitted ; and wo may hero remind 

the render tliat Mio real rank of Indora 
WHH (UMinrally unknown, and that she 
panned an an Indian lady of groat wealth, 
ilnt tlio twine, an well an tho faithful 
Mnrk hirmiolf, ktmw that aho was a 
Qnoeii although, at hor own requeet, 
they (jontinnod to addrcflo hor by much 
nioro Immbio titica. 

Tho inapootor and tho constable en- 
tered the apartment in which Indora 
wae Hoated with our hero and heroine ; 
and tho fiU^iorior offloor aaid, " Wo have 
hom’d from Mr.OlarlcHon**— thua alluding 
to ilm curgoon— " timt an attempt at 
nHimimination han hecn made in your 
ladyfddp'o groundu but that there are 
roalioim why tho affair should obtain as 
little publioity ne posciblo, Novertheless, 
my lady, it ic our duty to inveetlgate tho 
matter ; for which object wo require 
whatever information you may have to 
give.*' 

'rho Qiumn recited tlm oimple facta of 
liow hor ayah bad boon difloovored in 
the garden in a etatc of insonsibiliby, 
and with a deep wound between the 
bo«orn and the slioulder, Olirlstian 
added that after tho removal of the 
wounded woman into tho house, he 
had R(mrohod careful iy about tho spot 
but had failed to dhioovor the weapon 
with whi(5h tho blow waa dealt. The 
ofUeorfl went forth to examine the place 
for tlumiaolvoii,— OhriBtian accompany, 
ing thorn, and Mark attending with & 
bright lamp— which waa however scarcely 
nocenflary* ^or the moon was pouring ffca 
full tide of offulgonoe upon the soene. 
The offleora discornod the traces of largOj 
coarHO ehoca upon the border and on the 
grass ; and they were enabled to esta- 
bliBh tho fact that the Intending assafleln 
must have concealed himsolf in tho 
midst of tho clump of eyergreene. They 
traced his footsteps to the palings whioh 
ho had leapt on quitting the groundfl j 
thoy followed them through the fields, 
until they ceased in the neighbourhood 
of a road loading out into the country 
Then tho olUoora returned to tho villa. 



178 


THIS MYSTISrtlJSa 


I persumo/' oaid tho InHpGofcor (o 
Qii6on Iiulorai Mnit your lonl^ihip liiui 
no kloa whothor any ono could Iiavo ikio 
ooived a revengeful fooling fovvanlr yonr 

Hindoo Gorvant or youroolf '' 

**Roo() aesurofl/' intorriipforl t.lio Qiioon, 
if I could point out ihn rniiti* 
jufltioo flhould not bo oliortjod of ibi dim I 
Hut candidly tlicro nrn oirnnrn- 

BtanocH within my hnowlcdgo which nmv 
poflsibly unravel thofiinolvoii, and Io;mI (o 
a development of .thia mvetory, Undor. 
stand me well I Though iheno eirmun. 
fitanooG to which I allude, arc Inuni n 
me, yet they do not point out wlioflm 
aflflaaain hiinurdf may ho. Mnr(^ I cHnnf>t 
nnloHfl it be to add Mint the gi’fMitcr 
the publicity given to thin ofTun'enm, 
the lefio will ho tho ohaium of Mioco 
oirouuiBtancofj dovoloping lh<unftolv<-/i 
from myaterioun ohmnirity info cn in* 
teljgible light.'* 

IHho womnn ahouM dio, itiy l-idy,” 

said tho iimpoafcor,— or if a.nddi-i’it 

should otiahio n«fo iirroul; )i?ty oiio on 
BUflpiofon of hiiviiiK licrpctni'iod tldn 
aneci — i(i wjll lx, noodonaury for your l«d y- 

ship to roveiil nt tt Ooroiior'n jo 

oaflo of tho death— or before a magicdi af c 
m 0080 of tho (irrout of n mi)()ic(,ird’ 
pei'Bon all Ihono oiroiimBtiiiiocii, (o 

which your ladynhij. luid juid, uDud. d,'' 

•iiivlug iti thin ooiintry iindor Ihr 
pi-ofcootion of it*. |nu7i," roHi.nadod 
thorn ^ ”*'''^** amnirodly (roiifono (o 

Inspootor, - after, ill yotir Indyiddp i,,,., 
said vvo will koop tho vvholo mutlor m, 
quiet ns pctiHihlo ; l,ooiuifli> ,10 f,,,. 
doiuB anything to dofoHt j.iHtino, wo, „ 

Its funotiomirinu, nro bound Io,iiio io„f 

qoeetiaiiod mo 
hLl f'n’ tlio Queen. «r 

have tolrl you na tnuoh oh uridnr niroiim. 
stands I oan ponfiibly im(iart ** 

insBltor^mf “''’ foot'” said the 
inspector, that your servant was oliid 

-lor Mr. Olarkeon had told tlio nolfoi. 

aut.ont.oH thfenmol,, tlioiigh (ho aKr 
of the ayah n eoif-apfiroprintinn of rim 
pld and jewels roinoinod unknown uiiko 
to surgeon and oonfitahlcs. ' 

flin n do. I aofltno yon ’ ,|„j,j 

the Queen “that I am utterly a ’a 
to oomprehend my ayah’s inotlvo i,. /i 
apparelling horeolf |„ my Mo im« r!"; 


corn.- I,., in vonial ptir|,o,io-~n)io hag u, 
miDloientlv pnoiHlmd.’* 

“ ''i|id yiMtr liolyiihij, <|,iom out inoiintA 

i;!;"";' ,5 

“ (!l,ar I, lior r' i'j i,.,ila|nd j, , 

olmofd. .mliipo.ndv: "on [ ooriMmlvJi 
. ' I'"'' ‘ 'ly.dop w, 0,1,1 >oU„T(.)mttl , 

IM(r«I VI''\V ,dlnll'd 01 ,, i, " j 

i*'»pee(,„' 3 

"""■ l"'<di!>po,l oouplo 

tiov, Oil,, (I.,. olli.' o „ lumd, “ 

“ V. f .v ,;.,< d, ( -I vere '’oodl-'oPpp 
J ib., .unonm, 

Wo u-.old ool. f.o- I , 

ledytdiij, MOV on,,,-,. (,o„l,!„ ' 

m>V,,Oe" not f,„. • 

nlH.1 lot t|,o oou.h.r , 0,1 oot;| wo reeolvo 

im\ field, liintiii.doiiiii fcioi lo,r li'rlvMiji) 
l b;' i"„f.o '(o. „,..| (I,., oonot.I.K,- {| '; 

- M,o,n«et 

I." 1 ' "" HUM to 

■ in,.,,,!, yon 

liodoliir,,.,,,,,! 

"d I- “' "W for yon in,, f.w o,innto< 

•mw ,,„„t (on „! ni I,, . 

foniM Mr. Itedoliii’. |,.,d,d„,,„ j,, 

Morhonir.Stivof Mn i Ie„„.„ ' w, 
':’'''''l'‘d a' (b„i„l,d,,,.o u 

0 , 01 , lent in 
aniiomf.imv,,,..; ('l,. i„l„o, j,, (|,„ „a,,j 

7 "ir ,""‘*"'1 

(Vli, Itmloidfo K 

•>vor,vt),in,i (lod. |,„d („b, n ,d..oo ; oi.d I'c 

el lb, it t,„,| 

alt m to u prof.oind iv. ,„io; n„d tho 


fii tho mniolwbii,. M,o .(or, ...no I,,,,) rc- 

, iinii, . .oKeionnl, iiio,oi„u>iiiufl of 
III that won [„o,„jn„ r,„,n.l I, or: hut 

V 1 71'*’. iuioiodbito fonr for her 
I .. ai.riMnoi, ov, ronn,,. un.l oxlninsiod 
ly tiu. o.-coilemoni, , f f,.oli,i,.{ vMiioli she 
had HUHl.diie,!. iooi .onjdd, |,nr „oueh at 

wIiIIo't'^'i' '** sntroistv of tho oitoetit 
while In, Ion, lool bo,,,, f itUnK by 

II, 'at ’,7 *'*'^-*V** l^aKoiiioifi, who know not 

haUhe nn dre.:,, wi,,,,,, ,d,.,, l„ol intended 

to wrong HO di'oply by wroaklug her 
S, s kh'il It'-doliir,,; was 

Hiiltnd t!u' 7t* *' '‘1^ * Quf't'i) Itulora eon* 
tinir, 75”*ht,r iiloiio for a (lonsldprabia 

doub’t as IrrSVaoimm ‘''r^tht 



xnxM luia 

only tnu plain ly nhowod 
hfti) fclio Dulu) ol‘ Maroiunind; uiu.it l)a iho 
nflfcifmtovof Uin HiVKiMiMn drcML liul. thnii, 

S 

ihould imy, ifiUuKiinir nnudoruA' ? 

Si lOMloliUn iiHd ,a».. 

JiOUflly ijonuui‘nii^al.<Ml to Dm (iinmn, >iho 
lad foliMfoaviiUH ri tlwil, ll. wun imi, Mr. 
^yilBOn ; luid linnuis ii.al i>ln> ti<i 

imphaiiiiidly i-Kj>nvMU)d to (ho 
)ffloorn luir iji(u.mipof,tou»y (a) poiul. any 

)arfcicular imlivianid. Mr, IP ilolilVo now 

ihavml her M'yjt'in\yVi t>pihi'>n Diat (.Im 
lerpofcvaior u( tho dia'd wua noi- Hlau^ 
lopo : s'uoup^h 

n the (lowfiorv/d.ory ot Oaklamln to l»n 
auiblod to judgo -aiHod l.y Dm t 'nDiiiif.j 
)( hui nxpiaianun in ( ho myntrrit a of tho 
auman lioavt— that nfaiihopo, Dinuph 
mprinoiplotl und proili,.'iitn wni\ ne»t tliO 
[jiim to go to HiKjh u trooioriiluun oxtrauio. 

It WHH thorofori^ ovidont that tho l^uko 
of Manjliioont had found Honoi oDior 
iraokunu ufc to (jxoouto - or uthunp(> Dm 
execution of U\n ftnil pur|M)Hn agairuU 
Quoon Indora*H lifo ; hut utill Mioro woro 
oirouuiBUuiOOH vvliioh provontod Mr. 
Uodolilfu friun dA'ouuuoing the Diiko Ihn 
fore aiuho uunhi; uiul Dm uonio oon- 
BidoratiouM hud lod jnd(U‘ii \m uhidain 

from montiiiniug iuu Druotj'u uuiuo l.o the 

polioomoiuituhloH. 

o Indora/* naid Mr. iladcdino, taking 
hor hand and priMuung it with v. gmitdul 
warmth, thia frightful daugtsr did you 
draw down upon your uwji Imad hy your 
magnanImouH iutnvvoidion in thuao 
ftfluirH wliornin Iain dt'Oply iuiturwtiHl ! 
But Brovulnnoo Imu wilhxl that you 
ohoiild oBoapu tho poril— ami Uio blow 
imfl flmition anoihor. I imod ooarcoly 
remind you Dmt tho nuunonfc Iuib not 
yet come wlion wo nan iloal op<udy with 
him whoHO iiiiino it Htcdtonn lAud appale 
mo to ID out ion ; hut yot nomo thing muot 
bo (lono to paralyHO inrn — to utnito Ida 
floul with a now terror - and (diuuprovout 
him from daring to think of tho ronowal 
of hifl aBHuBBiu purpnao/* 

u Yoa, my dear CMouionfc,^^ FOBjiOnded 
the Qucoiw ** Uu) tanghui Hkoin muefc go 
on gradually unmvolling itHolf— gradually 
but Buroly, m for aomo time paafc it ha« 

boon doing. And thnu 

But in the moantimn,* I repeat/' In- 
torrupfcod liedolfte, ’* Homothiug muBfc bo 
done. Ah I Arab of alU for a momonti 
let UB talk of Sagooiiah* You have jueb 
told mo of her Bjngular bohaviour, as 
oxplaluod to you by Misa Ashton^how 
she pondered over the newspaper fllea by 


i;jijivi,JU4» 17U 

night and how uho aoiight your own 
eluuni)e>r. Tliono thiugo aro 0uo])ioiouo 
unuugh : luit modldakfl that to a oortaiu 
I'xluit I havo the p.nvor of reading 
Ihiuu. Worn it, not for fcho dreadful 
oiroumulanoen of thin ovoning, I should 
iufcvo ahnlalruHl from rovoaling to you 
tiomr thing that oouurrod — ami it w thifl/* 
Mr- KodolifTo then proooodod to ex-* 
plain if.M that (jonk placo botwoen him- 

mdl and iJugoonali how who had declared 

lior love — and how (cr a mumonbshc had 
nioiuuKul him, llo otated likewise that 
he had no proviouo nooasiono boon struck 
hy Du> poonliar flaidnngo of hor eyes— ’ 
and how tliono looks hud over haunted 
him, ao if fraught with a sinister and 
unknown terror, and ao if being ominous 
of ovi * Indora llutonod with profoundoab 
antoniidimonb— au astonishment so great 
that it for a while absorbed all other 
fool) Mgs j but alio was too noble hearted 
ami of too lofty a disposition to ox- 
perioiioo Die anger of mere jealousy, or 
any voxatkm arising from a pre* 
mimptiiuun rivalry on the part of her 
ayalu 

»’Aml now what think you?'' eho 
iiujuirod: what do you deduce from 

all that; you have boon tolling mo V* 

‘*That Uagoomdi has fathomed my 
ucorot/* roopondod Mr. Redoliffo ; ‘‘ and 
lhatuho pored over the files of the Times 
in order to obtain a oomplofco insight iu- 
to iho pant. Tiiat women was resolved to 
hold mo iu Imr power. I understand her 
disposition wolk If eho could not have 
my lovn, who would give mo her hatred : 
if Hlto could not bond mo to hor purpose, 
flhc would wretvk upon mo her vongeanoe/' 
o Good heavonfl T exclaimed the 
Quoon, with anguish depicted upon hor 
coimteminco; *» and it was all my fault, 
dour Ulement, that the wretched Sagoo- 
null has been enabled to penetrate the 
myatericB which aiirrouuded you— tboBO 
my torieti which I had bo fondly hoped 
were vmvoilod only to myself I It was 
through me — alosl through me that 
those nowBpapera were thus thrown in 
her way. Oh I have been indisoreob i 
but I oould not possibly foresee-—'' 
Blame not yourself, Indora— blame 
not youreelf," said Mr. lledoUffe, again 
pressing the Queen's hand forvoutly, **AU 
that you did was for the very nest of 
purposes j and it would seem ao if Pro. 
videnoo were upon our side ; for rest 
assured that Bagoonah was bent upon 
some design of mischief against myser 
or It may be against you, at the mome 
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when fcho flflaoeein'fl deggor iitrimk ii''r 
down, It ia only too ovidont that olio 
WOB quitting your aorvioo for over. >Shn 
had laden hornolf with your gold and 
your jewels that she might Imvo woalf li 
in her poisoaBion : oho hud drnaHod iuir- 
aslf in your apparoli oitKor tliut who 
might throw oil tho oliaraotor (ogothor 
with tho garb of a menial — or clue I hut 
flhe might personate you in aoiuo mimnor 
that should bring diahonour upon your 
name, Yos— these n-o tlio only aliisr- 
nativoB which tho oiroumntiinooH prom'iit 
to our view ! and tho wretolnul woman 
has rooeived a aignal ehaslifiomont on tlio 
very threshold of her iiii<iuitouo piirposi*." 

"Oh, that ahe could have bi'i n no 
wicked I” cxolaimcd tho (iueon: "mid 
that I ahould luivo placed niicl) conli- 
denoe in her I I loved Hngoenah ycir, 
I loved her: or oise never, never nlimihl 
I have unboBOHied my noorohi unlo hei I” 

"She ia now strotohed up on a oomdi," 
obaorvod Mr, llodolill'e aotomiily, " froni 
which she may porhapa never riiio again; 
or on iiho other hand, if aho should rm 
cover, it will only bo after a long and 
lingering illnoaep and thua (or tho 
present she la robbed of hnr afing in 
roBpoot to both you and me. More than 
onoo' have I soon that Ihovidonec in 
really working in my behalf; and if 
Bagoonah should die. It will bo by 
heaven's diapensution which oIuiohcm to 
romovo a reptile from our path ; wlu'rc. 
us if she should rooovor, it ia to Im hoped 
that during the interval that aho miiiit 
remain poworlose for rcuowod mloohiof, 
tho tangled skein will have ooniplotely 
unravelled itaolf, and I shall have no 
longer any reason to dread her know- 
ledge of ray Boorot. But now, my door 
Iridora, lot ua speak in rospoot to your* 
leU J~for menflurea inuat bo tnkoh to 
meure your safety.” 

'•Let Biothing bo done, Ulomont,” 
reaponded tho Queen, “whioh may in 
any aenao militate against your own 
intereata ar tend to oompromlso your- 
aelf. Yon know~you know,’* she added, 
with a look of Inoffahlo tenderiioaa— but 
one that was full of a soft pure dolloooy 
of hoIieBt ond ohoatoat love ns well aa of 
the heart’s illiinltublo devotion,— "you 
know that I would ehoorfully lay down 
my life for your eokel" 

“I know it, Indora—I know it,” 
answered Mr. Bedoliffo, profoundly 
^uohed by this froah proof of the 
Qhwna attoohment. "But think not 

wrhn Ihatant I am so aelflah a« to suffer 


your imf, ty to Im any further ooiupto. 
miHt'tl nil rny fiuiKMini. Nn, iMj — jfc 
itfitljnl fihall l)i> dono-^ftlul 

iluil (juiidtly iuiu Alt, (i ^.honf^hfc ptrik^j 
null 'InKo vvriHn/.^ rimhuialH, Indora^M 
(ill down (UhI a iovv liniui to niv 
diotulif HI,'* ^ 

llor Mrji'idy fit orn'M oornpliod witli 
Mr, l^idolliridn dcjtfirr ; find nn mIio itaioat 
tho table iti (liti dr.) 

Ddu diiieoinvitj tooh pltuo,- - Mr, Hodoljfit 
idowly iK'ojiij.' 1,0 and ,ukI 

vaiiuMM f< eiinipi HmHuniiivtdy (lopiotinj 
tlHOir:i*lvhii \\)um liin <mniitononoo 
dioiated tlm {olitiwin;^ linetK 

** 'riio .Mmvv uhiolj v-riii illioiuhn] foi 

myi.t'ir lin'i :ijia( iiui JdMii lii'i , V4iii \v ill njapjm 
liujlilt Woni.r; IhMK'r will < njHiji you; you, 
WioIrliC.l ruit.qi u iH lnl( .V* in ( li!iM]I;UvOl 

in tuel v; iu rif iji' t/ofl 

A ml ynti will fi'1‘1, f 'lo, lu»vv nfU'li>>|i| (f, jn 
yf*U [\> ( I'til I'hijiittf <1 inii j|| 

lm||«l ni . lHUtn(:(lMK li Unin Iho coil 

liriph'iK i.i Mill j, \s,'h wluVh yui 

yoMi'Jii'h Inu'M v.Mvrin, ei flMrilnf' in arritutl yoi, 
I tin nnf. Mil an vmn i\h ymi j,, tnjilfpfl; 

tiii‘iytliiii|^ (nnl (lit n'liy miiliiM art mudiuilono 
atlMtl (in ynil *1111 (nr rJ i? lini’iiurjo [ 

lUal yea will rlm^ with a Uau/.ioil ami (|qj, 
temif’ity untd flm Muy jaiit (a tliu| 
(Hiial ifm w liinh yau hnhl. ituV I wmri you 
iny loiil, ajfainuf, a i< jn'v,M,| a(, p 

niiiiin fur wIhi’Ii t f\in |Mv‘|iaM»ti, At Uui VOi*) 
(iniitMllmn nl latiih w |it'a» iHnii nj{ nn ynur 
Will 1 imnniiU'liM Illy mv' al whai ivutvi r | hi[aw 
ami Min liiunl u liit'h j.Minipiui i hat |ini'loii(oi|; 

da)0{f;r wilhin dm walla duKlamlM an nii 

iU'tNlihliM Ok wlutth 1 lli-Jsit l(n(, KHaa p[i['(i, 

tniiarly mh w tlml bimiio litunh I laj mat, nhffil 
|B)tl a ImtiiOiv*' I'J alt s',)hi']i I'nm'iii'an yaui* 
(tall, iui«l (ii Mu* ni filiall tllii! 

mii’rafiva h,* iiuirf. tlmoihira at till! 

pm’ipif’e tai wlu'iUt votjra y’*0 iiiuml; aiul W« 
inffnitna* (hill it y»ai ihurt (aa (a pro- 

(’ipilah* ymt iiOniha ahvii i, fe*Mt]i4{ ulmll dcihi 
Kin h’tiui lima liitir(i*jii}i jf a ijiuiimranialioii 
wlii'.’li (hii jii'n;jre:t:i i*i t'ii aiiiMHtan(’art will 
tithiawiaa i.iuxnu’ m lu(*a w*o'U mil., 

•♦INMOIU;’' 

'I'ho hand of ( Ini triimbltd aa it 

guided tho pen which Imtiiul tlicao lliiesi 
and ua wo havo alu'inly said, varied 
were tho fcolingH which BnoooHaivoly 
found oxptCBHion on tlm foaturoa of Mr, 
ItoduHffo. It wiiH in a low dooji aolorai) 
tone that ho diolntcd tho uoto ; and 
twice or thrice la* proawt’.d Ida hand aa If 
in anguish to Ida brow. It waa ovidont 
that a train of horrible memorioa— » 
troop of portentiouH nnteocdoula, wets 
oonjured up by the words of that letter 
to tho marital viaion aliko of Clement 
Itcdollffa and of Q,unoii Jndora. The 
billet was tlnmhnd : ii wtt» dirootod and 
aofthd} and tho Queen said. "Are you 
aetertnind, Olemeiti, to deepatoh tliii 
mlaalvof” 
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Iinior'i — 'I ai)i lonolvod,” won 
jifl tviiawor : “ ■*' iU>'i‘>iukily nonoHoury, 

^0 will hcimI ill Ijy (i'll fiiiUtfii! Mm-k ; 
and ho oholl I*'* iniiUii<iti!il l.o doliviu' ii, 
In ]3olt!rftVt> iSqm ta Hu'it vtny — 

flfitbouij HfiyiuK finiu wl><)in ii. (hhihmi, and 
without fcoi'iyiiil! (<»>■ i«>,V niiily.” 

This won oiiotn'diiikly danip ; lunl iiodii 

aftorwiinlii Mr. .Itodoldio l.(uik lun di'inir. 
turo will) tllii'iutinn Aultlon, 


tJIlAlM’hili (IX 111. 

A WOMAiN'i: l.uvi'j, 

Tiiw I'oiiiloi' liiu! "I.IOII (dll' cllldul. wliioli 
Indors’d liillor (M'lidninid iijhim tins 

wrotohcd iVl.i)'()hiininl.. If tlm vv(iti)i|< nf 
it hiid (loiijuiotl iifi (.rouiiM of liicUioiiit 
niomorii'ii t*' inviop (hmiifjh tin' liioiiiti of 
Iho Queen ond of Mr. HcdcdilVo, tlio 
roftdiuKof llio donumoiif, Imd awiiiiiidly 
(lone no lone in leforonn.' to Mve Duke, 
t'or noui'ly Invit on-liour did ho lomitin 
like oau ntu|)(.llod with honin' uml 

appalled with diioiiay, io the ujiurtmotifc 
to whioh ho hud retired ; it fipjieHred to 
him OH if ho v/uro in (ho nddnt of u 
frightful wulkini? di'oiuo. .Suddenly he 

atartod up from hie oindr, und duithod 
hl9 htttul with fruidio vloloiioo opuinHt 
Ilia foroheud, nil if let iKopiht to lioat in 
hii) own iikul), or onnih hiu m'.vo t irtiired, 
harrowed hroin. Oh, tlm ndu,>ry, the 

aiignialii tlio i:nnMli.’u>io of f' oiioft whioh 
thia wroteluid man onditrcd >it th'd, 
mouioid. 1 Toko idl th'> In rroni whioh 
bavo ohiU'ueti'riKod the mont friglitfnl 
DOOUOH ov<>r oMuetod on Iho thentre of 
tho world- ~tlio horroro of oonihmimul 
ooila, deathdioilM, or iiuttludlohln — iniui 
thoiM nil up—HKKi'egnto, ooinpound thorn 
— oxtruot thoir luont rofinnd eusonuo— 
and it woio nothing, nothing in com- 
pariaou with tho hidooun torliirea ox« 
poriouood hy tho Diiko of Murohmont 
now. Oh I tho iloudly utrifo ut Arholn, 
at Phataaliu. ut VVutorloo, or iil liikeriunit 
"-oven tluiHo woro uu nothing in oom- 
parlaon with tho Htupondoua onnoiirrenuo 
of horrora wiiioh now found a fooua in 
tho eoul of tlio Duko of Murohiuontl 

lint the tnuflt onduuvnur to relloot 
upon Ida poaitinu; he inuat delibareto 
with himaiilf, Uollootioti isnU tlelih0ra> 
tlon l-~woro thoao pouaiblo with one in 
hia agogaiaofl fttftto of luiinlf We huvo 
Bald that ho Btarted up from hia seat ; 
he Btruok hie hand wlih vlolenoo againet 
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hhi brew. Ho pueocl to and fro : he felt 
Hod, ha wmi Htinygoring and moling like a 
driinlain n.taii : he eunit ilowo into bis 
iieut M/'(tio, grouuie;,; heavily -and, Oh 1 
how mouinfully, hew liigubriouBly. how 
<''-"|mniogly I Hio oyo fell upon tho 
note wldeli hud drojiped frem hia hand 
luui lay upon tiio oai'pet. Ho .mnitohed 
np, and read it u/faiii. YoH--it wau all 
ee Ida Iiorrifieif meaiery rotiiinod Ita 
oonkoit. Again eturting uj, from hia 
neat, ho iipplied tlio note to a v/ux-tupor; 
and wlien the liaieo iioi^od it, ho throw it 
into the grate It Hion for n moment 
iiplieured aa if ho hroathod moro freely; 
and he (laid te hiemelf, •Lot rue think 
on idl llo'oo Ifiiegii." 

Jn order te rionr'enlrato bin ideas, ho 
rcHtetl his olltowo open a table; and 
(Utveriiig liio ooiinteeioioo with hiahnnda, 
piOMiied the lingois Upon hiu eyolidu to 
keep t'lom oleiiod — ho tliat by abutting 
out exiernul objoetn, ho might bo the 
better aide to turn id! hb utleiition in- 
wsrdii, He folt tJiat ho wna in tho 
jiouition of a general lioaiogod in a town 
(owiuilii wliieii the ciiemy woro gradually 
advniieiug; the trouiilio;i woro being push- 
ed noarer — a. tl iiearor minou woro being 
lei'iuod-battorion wore boieg rtiiaod~~and 
he omdd not uiitioipalo when tho final 
altaok iihould be miuli!. Nor oould he 
altogether uudor.itand with what 
weapeiiH the enemy wore ligliting ; and 
thorefere lie was at a loss to doviso the 
iiietiiiii for ntroiigthcning hiaown position. 
The lengor he roilootod, tho more bo- 
wilduriii)/ ('row Itiu rollJOtioiiH j tho longor 
he d'dilierated, tlio more parploxiug be- 
oamo liiii dolilieratien, 

“ liidora knowa innoh -and if not 
every thing, at lou«b loo mnchr ho 
thought within, himaolf. ‘'Hut if so, 
why dooH nho iirigor and tarry oro atrik- 
ing tho final blow ‘f Or ia it that ahe only 
Buapubta, and la now ongaged in aoou- 
mutating proofaf Whoiaaho? and what 
aru my alfaira Io hor! Oau It bo possible 
that he really livoa ? Yoa, yea I Fool that 
1 am to on Joavour to blind myself to the 
tromonduus truth I Have 1 not seen himi 
But does ho know Indora ? ia there aught 
in oonnuxinu between them f Ah I if ao, j 
ho may bo found at hor house — ^ho may;| 
visit her : afan may bo his wifo— or hi8 | 
paramour? Who knowa? What if f woro ‘i 
to utriko a tromendoua blow and hand 
him over to tho grasp of juatioo? No, no: 
oautlon must bo used I That blow might 
redound upon myaelf. And who la it 
that has been strlokoa by tko bravo’s 
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dagger infltoad of .Tudorii? Hoiv eon Id 
the iniotako Imvo oeoiirod? Oil, all fcliiii 
ifl dreadfully bewildoi'ing I Mveoiil ia on 
flru—rny honrli biirna, if, in' not |,|<ioil 
which iiowo in my v()iiiu--ili in moltoii 
load.^ My very bruin in fioofcliitig in bojl- 
mg oil. fho juMin of hull uro iijxni tun 
now) Oh, .my God I thoro must be u )nii| 
horottftor ; for there in oven one in thin 
life I ’ 

Aiul^ tlio wrotuhod Dnkv) of jVLu’ehinont. 
removing hinhnndn from hie eoiintonuiKK!, 
and opening hla oyon, glunoinj enimid 

Jum with ghuatly ehinl(iiiriiig lool;,! of 

horror, uii if ho dromlod to behold Maten 
liimsolf Htanding near, elotliod in „.il fim 
infernal majuniy of ttumo terrorn \,l,ieh 
belong to hie awful oovercignty. 

And then thin woman tool” phuni. 
latod the Duke, tlmn mnMonly nml 
abruptly reBuming hie eilent roflootion ; 

thia woman wlm baa diaoovm-ud my 
Baoreti”-..„ul ho alluded to Mr.J 
Oxendon : «■ can 1 eiiueoed in brihin,.. h r 
to Hilenee? Yon, yoe, tine .a, lo.eet j 
prao6ioab ol But, ()j,| 

oaiiiH) tbee.-i. 
plosion of a mme boneutl* niy feet, • a 

—now '»l7 villiiin r* 

now ttlliuiing to the Burker; •• jf i , 

'»> '"‘Btured. li 
iniguD toll ovorybliioju'. Ami ii t 

were domumled, how oou|.l I no v hi- 
ligaantly repel the oha.Ko of ' , III a 

Sr o’x'n'l^"’" that 

Mis. Oxuiulon ehould bo hmmi ,.„,i 

inwS’ »''|J id.u(.(,. 

At this instant the door of H,a h , 

doplotod npr)n her oonntim.mce- Id 

tress you r “ o"««rrod to dls- 

l.lr rtito taJ u™'‘S 

•«< we,, „p 


"“l Ilol 


mnmlonaime. •• Beli.no nm, 
iMdilfriont (o your svidt'niiv *- 

“ iV'rha,,. von l av, , j , ' ‘"’''f'Hlj. 

30 U have- for.iv,.,, ,7 

,V-n bnvo nlready I./'I 

on irmni (,t,na on,., oniie ti,,,, • 

' i eJmll ,I .i, ' ■ n " 

knr,, (o iioo.k yon r- '"y 

'''‘i'llc nor';.-,, ,/( ,1 ,'7"' "I 

'vIlKih i (.not: a/, (1„, 

mJanr'"- 

> »deiHt.,n,|yon ue)l. i„ 

.V.m i,u.idio„,lv 1 

wioit;' nni (M'iiin; veil 
"•‘ong nn ,l,.„r Jln.-bl- “ 

z:'vx::r ^ 

j<-‘„dly I nan ey'mp Uhl. 1(1. yl 'ol 
f'n one k.n, wn„i /nnn ynnr I,,,;, j • ' 

'•"fii'InU hT'i' "' 

In ; lent, \.b,W. do yon ne- ,n /" 

l.bnr.,,..,ome(|.ingi,.y,.nv,^ - 

I add (I, „ j 

'-me long alao in yon,, b.ok,, ,n,we 

»>uf# tt)U iilifihl r Hi, I •- 

alllioteil. Ubl 1 ,b,,i|,„o eidinniily,' Ihiab'*’ 

l)aeb,.,n,, ••(ioa J'l 

inlmeetii nro di ac ttj, mo vmy .hn'ir le 
mi! -uml I biivi) iieini (Id, evening Imv 
jou biivu laii,.|„i j witfi II hollow Iniiidi— • 
how yon lirivonpoi(„n inooJmnml ly : a,,d 

hoar onn of II ^ I tiapponeil to over- 
tleit Vnii In, I ttay to a, ml her 

?f wHh III ‘ r 
^aod tul'l’hdrtr^''' "'n^' 

Id I Vi, 1 1 'dumping irni Jul 

to iunivom^ 

loni^'** tm lniarnimo, my 

i * iH*** t)i,n)h«i}a fmjdoringlv! 

I havo'^Inml' olloiioo l 

iaguTl ind n'r/ff *** th« « 

««gui(ir ttud painful e»pfo«*io« hai 
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flitted over ,youi* oountoiunuu) ; and I 

have boon afraid yoa, I Iiavo hnaii 

afraidi'^ acjnliinui'd. Laviiiia nuaddy, 

tlvd war] r>n /uUKinnt <d ruynolf. I^ij; 
to-nifdit ynar Irmisii /nid rnarnua’ hava 

|)ptMi ao iKMUiliar— ami (Jm'd too, tl-n 

oironinatancn oi tliai; li'f.N'r in aword, 

a^y do nr llui-d>. ^ wan minivad (n l,aka a 
bold nlap a))(uik to yon in a wi?y 

widoh J liiivo not ludovo vioiinrod upon, 
Will yr>n for.yiv'*’ wiU yon jiJ.f rj)>n(.o 

aiy |)roo(MKlini,i[ to iin (rm‘ modvt)? And 
linioii to tins (ifair Kuyh/' oimlinuod 
Laviiiia, with Ihm' iourfnl tiouotanmuuj 
tipiiu'nad iiOWardM ihn Dot'o ; *‘if I. horn 
bo anytidrpx I. non do lo nonf.iiha(.<» to 

your J]ap}Mnoan nr if loy f)n!a»’non hn 

hiitoful to yotii tall no: no, ami ) ^vill 
iofUo you 

<‘Abl yoh v/outd rdnnoinn roo V” (*jaoM- 
la tod tlio Du Ico, rioarotdy kjiowinjjf at Us<' 
Tuoiuriut wiint ho \va(< oaviMi' -■ hut 
probiddy apoakiuK frron tho ift^pvdon of 
one who folt Mint ho ^^ao imt in a pnai- 
tion to part with ii fdui/h] frioud who 
wnn ill any way intorualcal in lun wolf am; 
oyou v/ouhl adniiidoM luo V -and peidiapH 
you would youratdf witli my 

nioinh'H V* 

*♦ Hoavon forldtl T' (v^Lfdaiino<l Lai inia 
veboiuoully; *' uovor, nnvor ! Hut, Obi 
your wordu nro a rovolation I You havo 
oaamtra ? Toll rno who f hoy aro : t(dl no) 
bow Miair oinnify in dnvidopiip^ ihadi. 
Ohl riow'. my (I ar IImi(!], you oaii put 
my ii If 00 tion to Mm loot- and yon will 
DDO Mint I Imvu rnadly known how to for- 
givo and for/pd all th(' 

*' Ah, thin tuuuiMint rcourmnao to Mio 
pimt d’ ojoouhj f od ilo' Diiko imputienMy. 

"I mount it not ua a ropr aah mm li 
Icim III] un ollonno/’ nui i lni\ iida di preaa- 
tingly niifl oamonMy “ 1 only wiali y<ui 
to umloraland Uiut I am Mm onim; to- 
wanlf] you in ronpeot lo rny duty oh I 
ovor wim; and It rnijuiroa Imt ono kind 
word from your lipn to mako ino fcho 
Bumo towardHyou jln roapoot to love*’* 

ThiU'O ar(i Mnum wlmn tbe lioartH <]f 
ovoii the vlUmt and luo^t worthloHu of 
men uro flunooptihlo of ibo inflmmoo of 
womau*H lovo and whnii tho Boftnoas of 
thuti fominino dovof ion hm an inofTablo 
anotliing halm for tho woiiiidod 
ovon though that apirit bo tortured Uy 
the Huioidal inUiothm of itH own erimoo* 
Siioh wiiH tho Mtuto of tho Dtiko of 
Miirctbmoijit runv ; and a ntrong rovulBirm 
of (ofjUng took piano within him, Eor a 
lung period ho had hated hia wife— -ho 
bad treated her with cold uogleoti m 


well an with flagrant indignity : but now 
all of a ttuddon hia heart fioomed to warm 
towardu her -ho looked upoi] her oounto- 
naneo-^-^Im iiaw Muit it waa ionrfuD-and 
ho know Mint Mhiwo teiira wore flowinff 
for hinufolf. 

Y(hi, Lnviniii,” ho oaid, I am un- 
bap|>y and I havo onomioii Tl do not 
dmiervo Miia kindiioui! at your hando— I 
fetd Miut I <lo not T’ 

Mb, my doanut }iii:d>and I in nr mured 
tho Dneliontt, taking hia hand and proRfj- 
iiig it to her lipii : ‘^ymi have npokon to 
mo in H tonn and in a manner wliioh in 
um^ Hcuuin lian given mo happinofia, but 
whioh in anolher hao filled me v/fth 
idllioMou. Von noem to promise mo a 
nietoration of your lovo and oonfidoiioo j 
and it in thin tlint nndcee ino Imppy, On 
the other hand, you toll me that you 
yoursolf are uiiha.ppy and that you havo 
onomieu; end it in this vddoh smifcea mo 
with nadnena* Who aro those onernioo of 
youra? If you havo given that a right to 
pormumto you, may they not ho moved 
hy tho intorocfloiunn of a woinan — and 
if v/ithfuit roanon they are porseouting 
you, may they not bo turned into right 
path by tho romoaetruneofl of your wife, 
on svliono head would rodoumi any evil 
whioh htipponod to yoiiniolf V* 

‘•Lavinia/* aneworod tho Duke, as an 
idea ntrimk himi it in poseible that yon 
ran nerve mo— yea, yen— you oan if 
you v/ill I** 

“And i. will I*' o\elaimed the DuohoEifl 
volmmently : “ you know that I wllIT* 
elm midod with iinpanBionod energy, 

“ 011 1 it woidd indtn'd delight mo to bo 
of nerviee to you -to diepol tlio oloud 
from your brow— to give back poaoo to 
your loi/kn I Tell mo bow all Muo may bo 
dune, And ali I now I bethink mo, if 
the revelationn you nay havo to make 
be of a oharaeter to unveil some woak- 
noHH on your part, think not for an in- 
alant that I ohnll retreat from my pledge, 
or that I shall with the less energy un- 
dertake wbafcoovor mhiaion you may 
ooiifido to ino V* 

“ You aro auro of ^hifl, Ijaviuial” said 
tho Diiko improsoivoly, and gozing upon 
her with oarnostnesH, Oome now— 
pauoo and rofleot, I know the purity of 
your nature— I Icnov/ the doUoaoy of 
your mind; and if anything should 
traimplro at all oaloulatod to shook 
you- “ 

* Sob at rest Mi: o,* ipprohonHions/’ 
said tho Dutohess ; “ T bosoeoh you to 
banish them from ymii mind, Oh I so 
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far from ohrinkliv^ fit t,hn taRk whioli T 
am undortiakinj?, I anoopfc il with olioor- 
fulliioflR: for i may pcrhaiuj hopo that ii 
will rovivo oomowhali of your lovo to- 
wardfl mo/^ 

Lavinia/’ rojoinod tko Ouko in a low 
doep voioG . wlnlo ho fisrully upon 

Im wife, '' i tthall oxporionoo tlio doopont 
gratitude, towards yon ; and gr^dltndo 
you know, ia a t^ontifoorit wluoh utiflor 
oortain oiroumntnnoofi oxpainiH mUs lovn* 
On tho other hand, I foar loat (.lit> lovf^ 
you oxperionoo for tm — 

<<Will ho impaired?” eja(inla!o<l Mm 
Diiohccia. “No, no-impoHnihlo I Give 
mo an opportunity of provini? my love - 
and I fihall lovo you all Mm moro for 
having done tlup. I do not flo(teivo you 

as to my motivcH T am anokiii.^? tho 

return, of ynur oonfldtuuM) and of your 
lovo* This I would purohaao a.f, alnuait 
anyprino; and th'U’oforo ih\nk not that 
tho past in rcflpeot to yoursolf will fihnok 
mo. I fihall look upon it aa nonu'ttnpjf!; 
to bo forgotten I” 

I thfuik yon hoforohimdi fjavinia 
yoo* boforohaiul acoapt my (palifudn!” 
exolaimod tho Dnko, “ (hit no nuno tn- 
night 1 To.morrow I will toll you vMmt 
it is that I roquiro at your haiidif. 
Return to yonr fojoals at onno - — and 
again, Lavinia, aooopt my gratitud<» T' 

The Duke took hor hand »uul rjunml it 
to hlR lipn. It wap not alingoihrr an 
act of diHsimulatinn, nor (or the fiurpijaa 
of cajoling ono whom ho non ah t U) 
render serviooablo in the tmrilda 
(lilBoultioa of his position : Imt it \va» 
that In tho midst nl thono dihhmHiea h(t 
found ouo who was piofmnul to hO' 
friend him and who wouhl dovofco hor.-rlf 
to his cause. lisvinin, by her atnialdo 
nonduot, was making a wifo*« lovo 
leooHsary os it were to a man who Jiad 
litherto proved a vilo husband; nho 
wos exercising that ooft femininn in- 
fluence to which v/o have boforn alludod, 
and at tho very moment when it was ho 
much needed to soothe and Hfrongtlnm 
tho tortured spirit of him who wan thus 
brought to aoknowbdgn it. Ho took her 
handi we say; hut oho liursting into 
tears, throw hersolf into hia armn, woep. 
ing and flobbingoonvnhilvely. Thnro wnn 
happiness and there was sorrow in hor 
soul ; there was joy and thero w/m 
—joy at being thtis onablod to [day the 
part of the mlnietoring angel— hut gHof 
at the thought that|h©r husband Rhoulil 
havo woes and oarea requiring snob 
mihietratiion. Yea— Bhe lank upon h$i 


hrosat ; anti nn I ho Dukn eonfomplatoi 
Miat boaniifully liandiifHiio W'<nnan -noi 

only lu h(*r thirtydhird yc^av whoiio tal 

fbpirn Vvini no dindy formnd and 

nm/fsca of v. hono lighi ituhnni hairflortloi 
upoij nlnnihb'i'H and a rmok of diiz/lijj, 
• whoii ln>H;i\v Mio large 1 ) 1 ^, 
oym npiiirnod linvartla hjMi, looking g, 
iMvuilifnl in Ihoir tontloripvn^ in 0 ^^ 

Uirmpdi thoir tfmro, wlnm, i\\ a word 

hl.H ghinno awapt ovnr nntiro Afj«Dni 
hlagiud tilmrma whitdi graaod his vvilr 
tho l)u!ii» rd Marolnnniit foil, that tli 
i?nnl waa (uiiolHnl, and a pang of rornorsi 
Hinnto hitn on ncoucii! c l all Ids paB 
(tonduot lt>wnnln lio*\ Mi iiirta onolrolei 
hor wniht ho Hlr/iith d hor It) liin 
and in a )>ro)crn v<uiH) lu) rniirniurod 
“Wtmldff) lioavtui, Maviniii, Mmt I Iiq( 
nv; r ronmiin>r| v/tn lhy <if imoh u love 
Miijl” 

The Duehojui luMtunght her huMhiim 
not (0 alindf' painfnlly to the pant; anf 
wiping aw, ay lior tojun, oho Hinllci 
inveotly tJpon him,- •ubin'rvinKr, Ynt 
o.rn uhnut to put my tlevothui to tlu 
toot: four not (hut it will recoil frna 
juiqhfr whinh nmy ir ompiia) while work- 
ing in your OHiUiiV Yon know not, m) 
ibair Inijihand, how far a whnuMiVi (lovo- 
tiun itniy i^xtornl I” 

“To-murrow, Laviniu tinn\nrrow,' 

rejoimnl fho huko. •* I will tell ymi 
what you f^rn In do fi»r too, ainl how you 
may ra.u*ve my (uiuaM,'* 

T’hn Dunhoiii) again lUnih'd Hwnotly 
upon her hiedeinrh nod ilum <]uitl;od tho 
rnoni. 

"* Veu ebe ean cervo mn,'* said tho 
Duke to hinuielf an nf»on as bo was iigalii 
alone * Hho la Invbig, lun) elm iu faithful; 
und w bat ever may i nine in bur know* 
ledgo ehe at IruHt will not betray mo. 
N<», no - uhe will luiniet inn unfil tho very 
hmt 1*^ 

But an the remlnr may buvo under* 
Hlood, tho anilaldn Lavinia Uttlo suspooli- 
ml how doepiy Imc Inmlmnd had Im* 
mofsml himmdf in tho flood of Iniquity \ 
rho oould uoncoivo no greater amount of 
guilt than that of which lie had been 
onlpable towards heraolfi a« recorded In 
mnno of the earlier ehajitura of thh 
narrativo, Hho had vciwnd that film 
w^ould not suflfer herself to bo dutomd 
by aught which might mime to her 
knowledge while aotlng on bln behalf; 
and the rtflooUonaio lady tcvoUcdl la 
tlrcaiUH of comfort and haiminfifla, peace 
and lovci to bo o» joy oa with him 
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•owords whom flh« woa oxluhiUtif; no 
iiuoli mftKninumoOH tlnvolion. 

The nnwnpupoifl of Uio foUowtUK 
contui,.o<l a imr«|..rnph rolnlivo 
L. *|j0 oofluroiion ut Indnra h villa; and ifc 
Iv be an well foi' on t« o'ako tbo rfiiuloi- 
rjro of tUo cxtont t<i wbiol, iho inirti- 
nuliira tlioroof bml Inmnpu-.-d. Iho 
nftrfltrraph ran in ( ho onnuinif niimoor;— 

» AlYSlTJIlKntH ATTOMO'I’ A'.! AMMAHMIMATION 
A boivinifal ami mmioo-luil- ikkiIiicIixI villiv, 
situntod in Uu> of ljn,vmvu(.>i' 

nnilNoUiiiK Dill, 'va^ Innl, nvo.niiK Mm fumiio 
St IV oi-imo whinh in imvolo|i..(( ni .Humnlnnil.lo 
mvatoi'V. Tim villa Mum ivllu.lml t.o. m iii- 
r/bUivtoa l.ynu holy of »nuU mul 

ortuiio, vvim. il. -v Imlo.vo.l. wim u.M.olImt by 
.iirioolty to vinit. oiiv lOioion AuiouuhI Mm 
SoinoBilnii In tl"’ «'’l•vi.m of Mm I.ioly Imlorn, 
iBftbonntifnniiml"" vvoomii. imum.l Ninm.- 
tiAh Last nvmUMK whJlo wa lining 

in tlio Raraan aUu-dual In l\u^ villa, 
pftilQil l)y Hinno unUnnwn m lUMiuni' avIio inlliot^ 
nd inioii lair a anvoio ^vnnn»l with a Uiufa or 
nihor flimri) iTialrunvMii. 'rhn avy whirh l-ho 
nnforlunuto woman uitorod miaho l Uia muw 
of tbo i.inly !n»him: mnl hor hulynhip, a«« 
compftuiod hy mmiio ipmiaa whom ulio wan am 
tortiiniim at tlm tiino riitilod for h into Urn 
fl^rdon, Tho notortimiUn SaKonnah waa «hfi- 
covo»ml ttonaolaiia on iho ^rtmnil, wmiiicjoti in 
Iho iTiiunior film nly ai'iuo ilaal: lUol hiio wan 
at oiwo (Hmvoyoa into Urn IhmaOv Wni’ipra 
nflHifllitinuio wiui imnnaUaH ly pvinmnal: lunl 
woiuolmppy hoina onahlml In nialo that 
ihoroiii no roaaon i<» fioMpmr of Hiiyrooiiah b 
ovoiUual iMuiovory, ^l‘ho poliio worn nniakly 
juforinoii of tho oirimmHtanoo, ami on oxamuiK 
t))o pnmiimm, ihoy inn-ml llm fnoi»to|ni of tho 
nftPftsm for aomn illalaino, until tho inurltn 
flUoKOtiior ilhmpponro.h 'rim tiuly Imlom in 
(luilo unnhlo to anmuiii for tho unuNloroun 
ftUtU'U inMo upon hor ihipomluni: anil ihiin 
for Uio proiiout Mm doml otivolopi a in Uio 
dftrkofli myiitofyi*' i i • 

Bnoh wiiB iit<i parngraph limorted in 
the morning journalii: anti tho Diiko of 
Merohmont WU1 thorohy mado awaro of 
the fact that it waa iho ayah Satioonah 
who had boon ntriokon hy tho Hiirker'a 
wt'apon, Ho otudd only atumunt forib 
3y tho oonjoobnro that tho Burkor miiflk 
bvo mado aomn nxtra-^ordlnary miBtako: 
but Mb mind wan rollovod of a oon- 
liderahlo loadi iuaonanoh oa it wae 
ovhUuittihat Indora wae maintaining a 
profound oilonao In roepoot to her know- 
lodgo that ho blmaoH waa tho inetigntor 
of a erlnao of whioh it was iutoudcd that 
nho Bhould bo tho viotlm. 

On tho morning of whioU woaroapoak* 
iug, tho Duko WiiM hrrakfaRting with Ida 
wife j and winlo roHdlug tho wowapap*'*'®* 
ho ga VO von t to an ojaoulatiou whioh 
afartldd her tlraoo* , ; 

"Thle io extraordinary I*' bo oxolaim* 
eds and dlrootlag Lavlnla*« ofctontion to 
tho paragraph! ho bado hor porweo It* 


" It 18 dreadful V* ohservod tho Diioh- 
v.m wlum who had road tho brief narra- 
tivo. *' But why did it olioit tbatejaou- 
hition from yonr lip 8 ?** 

<* ]h‘onupo, my dear Lavinia/* the 
Duke aiiPworod addroaaing her in thoae 
alTentionahlo tortmi to which flho had 
long boon no oonipletcly nnacoiiatoraedi 
** it in to thin very villa that ynii are to, 
i»ocood for me— and it ia thie bbU ramo 
Bndy Indorn whom you are to noe ” 

Tlio DiudiouK wae aatoniBhed at thcHe 
aniiounoomenta ; but atill not for a 
Hititfio ifiHtii ni. did ehe imagine that her 
h unhand could have any oonnexion with 
the orimo recorded in the paragraph. 
Hho accordingly «aid, **Yon have only 
to exproHH yonr wiahoa, Hugh, and they 
chal) ho fulfilled.’’ 

*’I told youf Laviiiia, last night,” 
continued tho Duke, ** that I have ene- 
mies who nro working ngainafc mo; and 
tho Lady Indora io one. Ah ! I Bco that 
tho colour mountB to your oheeka— but 
yonr fiiinpieinn 1b wrong ; there bna bof>n 
no unlawful connexion between that 
I 3 'i«!crn lady luid myflolf. Do not osk 

mo lo explain anything ” 

<‘No* Toll mo how to not,” naid Lavi- 
nia, ** and blindfold will I obey yon,” 

Go <o Tndora’fl villa/’ proeoeclod the 
Duko of M/irchmont; ‘‘ aek for an in* 
torviow with hot ladytihip— tell bet who 
you arc— fifty that you are tho DuoheBB 

of Marohmont -and thou ” 

•^Aud then?” fiftid Lavinin, peroelv* 
ing that her huaband hcaitalefU 

And then/’ proceeded the Duke, 

*• toll Indora that you have hoard from 
my lipa that oho is at Wftr withrao; eay 
that without having given you tho 
ftlightCBt dotailB, I have nevertholooB 
aoknowlo(lg<Ml that she hae reaHon to 
complain against me--uoo all tho power 
of your IntorooBflion that there may be 
poftoo between ns— bositato not Lavinia, 
to humble youroolf, if neoeasavy, in the 
prcBotmo of that Eaetern lady— when 
addroBBing her, speak as tho wife of 
him with whom sho is thus at war- 
nay, if needful, go down upon your 
kneoB and beg that for your own sake 
thathoBtility may oeaao;’ 

“Good heavens 1’ ojaoulated Lavinia, 
n bliRhtIng, withering Bweploion now 
darting in unto her mind ; and while 
beoocning deadly pnlei she glaneed to* 
words tbe newepaper. 

The Duke, avorling hia ooantenanoe, 
ttOeotod not to have oaughb that ejaou* 
latlon from hia wife’s lipa, not to petoeive 
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the ftfiitation whioh had fliniUon her; 
and he said. You have promiuod, ym* 
know, to obey mo blindfold I Yon have 
already won my graUtudo— and if you 
value my love, that likowino will beoorno 

your’s/* . . , 

The DuohofiB wae about to unploro her 
husband In impafi^ioned tovina to not at 
rest the horrible Huflpioion whirdi ba<l 
jiiflt fiftBhod in unto her fnimh’--whon abo 
aaid to herself, No, it is impoHHlliln I 
—be is inoapiiblo of aiudi a deed I— He- 
Bidoe, it happened to the oervatdi -and 
naught oan regard her whioh may huve 
passed between her niietroHft and him P 
Then the Dueheae felt glad in her own 
mind that oho had kept bank the worde 
that flho was about to utter: (or alio 
fancied that they would have boon out- 
rageoiioly insulting to her husband 
Boflidofl, when eho now again lonkoil at 
him^ and oaw that ho had a ealin do- 
meanour, she naturally imptmaed ihat he 
himBelf could not have for an inoiant 
oonjeoturrd that Hueh u auaidoion had 
entered her mind. 

And when I am I to gol’* alio naked: 
'♦ when shall I pay the visit to tlui Lady 
ludora V' 

n Without delay, Luvinin,*' rospondod 
the Duke. • Lot the oarringe ho ordered 
-H-and proceed ♦ hither at onoo, Ihuhepa 
it would ho ns well U you wore to prepare 
a note beforehand, oonlaining eomo «uoh 
words as thoao i — ♦ The Dnnheaa of 
Marobmont earnestly requesta an inter- 
view with the Luly ludora/-* l liia will 
enHUTO you admiBBion : whoroan if you 
merely sent in ymir oard| it might I n 
refused, Will you do all this, Lavinia? 
and will ycu likowifio promise mo that 
whatever you may hoar— whatever the 
Lady Indora may tell you—” 

♦♦ Yos, yes/* intorruptod tho Duehoss 
hurriedly} ♦♦ I faithfully promise that 
whatever bIio u ay toll mo* shall notdotor 
mo from my purpose of sorvlng your 
oause to the beet of my endeavours t’* 
Thus epoakiug* Lavinia Imatoned from 
the room, to prepare hor toilet for tho 
visit which sho had to pay* Again had 
that withering, blighting auspiolon flashed 
in unto her mind in apito of henielt: for 
it struok her at tho moment thatsho 
behold something poouliar in her 
husband'a look:— and than, too, that 
constant reiteration of tho entreaty that 
sho would not bo shooked at anvthlng 
she might hoar oonoernfng him, naturally 
excited the fiuflploi on which oonneoted 
the Duka in some way or another wHh 


the paraflfraph in tho nowspapor, 
Ijiiviiiiiv wjiM ronolvod in perform hof 
pivMuirtn ; *-iind dning linr bn^i fo dispol 
fhni siidionlug HUt*i)iiii»>n, nho tuck 
Hoiti in tin' o'UTjfUio whioh was to bonr 
hor in Indon/n vllhi. 

Wo will iu)t dwoll upniitho vurlouB 
oonlliotlng ido/iM whioh atniulod Uio mlntl 
of tho Dnolh HB (\B nhi> 'vfjo <umv(»yod to. 
ward a h(»r iloalinntioo, S!n» idiudHo{*(>,| 
tho oarriugn loilh d at Diogufo louding 
iiLio tlin gronndu wliorn iu, ronl ft dood 
had liifon j)orpijirat('<i on tin' jiroviofts 
tiight: utid hIio iu'A'urii)v an U’ mil rod . 
o tici^vou fnfhid (hot ih(' hofitility whioh 
BOOTjiii lo oxint iM'tWj'ori ihlu latly nnd my 
liindmnd, onii Imvo any ndonuKio to an 
oidftudo Hii icrnhlu no ilmJ— or ihatlt 
fonuH (Uio nl thi‘ oumu'o {^( ofToin o fof 
wliii'h I atu (<i liumbh' mycolf ovbu to 
to tin* kiimdiijg at Imr f( o|.** 

IMo' MU fu in OHM iit iho woti uoHworcri 
hy the foiihful Marji, — who, jiorBclviiig 
0 sph'iulid mpiijiugo with a duoni oormiot 
upuii tho punolft, hactmutd to tho 

oarrhuto-wiiiiiovv, lo widoh a beautiful 

lady was bfokuniog hloit 
*' llavfi Urn klnducam/' uai.l Lavihift, 
in give my oard and Mda nolo to tho 
Liuly Indora, and 1 will await any 
moHnago you may bjiou bfiok/’ 
UhrlHiiua Aoiitou bad (•nmi with lior 
brolhor to pay a vintt to bmholla Vimiaiil; 
ami Indora wua aboio in I ho <1rawing* 
room, when at ahuut iho lumr uf noon 
tho duoiil (M|ui|in|pi drovn up to hor 
gat(^ Hho womb rnti wlm tho vlnllrp^fi 
rniiht ho i for aim oangbt a gllinpao of 
Lavinia an hor (Iraoo b ant forward at 
ihn oanlago-wladow tngivo tho nolo and 
oard to Mark, Tim roador may imajdno 
tho Qiom/s riHtonifdiMund whon bar 
faithful riiajor^domn outorod with ilmt 
card and that lulbd. Mark hlmnoft 
liorooivod tho ama^oumut of hia miatrusB: 
Imti that MXprmislon of worpriHo quickly 
pasHod away from Indon/H mmntumuiooi 
and she said to Mark, ♦'You oun lu* 
trodiioo her Umoo hllimr/' 

Indora know perfeotiy wtdl thalLavb 
niftwasaT4ady uf stalulcss reputnllon, 
noted for hor amlablo ami oxeclknt 
qua’ifclcfl, and whoso oharaoter afforded 
a striking cunt rust with ihat of her 
dueal husband. 81m had therefore 
granted tho audience after a very brief 
hesiUtluuJ but during the few miruitci 
which elapsed untiM tho Buohesa of 
Maiohmonfc was futroduoed, Indora wsl 
engaged I A a Iboueatid oonjeotarai m to 
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wWt the object of thin vimi oould po»- 
jjbly mean, 

Laviniii wan inir(HluncMl ; aiul Tinlc^ra 
fo0O to roooivo hot. Mark ul; oiutorofiiod: 
the Qoeen kiuI t ho Diuthn^a wero notv 
alone tO(![othur: but tlio bUtor Uiiinv not 
that it wan a buly of Movoroi^^o rank in 
ffhoao proaoiuto wlio thna fouiui hnraalf. 
fho very llrali wlijoh iht^y hloow 

upon ona anotfo-r proiluatnl niMtimlly 
[avourablo iinprenaiona. rinj rxfru- 
ordinary beantv of tlu^ Qiionn wirnok 
Lavinia with aHtoniahmont aa vnll an 
\rjth ndriiiration : wbtin tho nindotttly- 
dignifiotl {leinoanour, anti fominina air of 
Bolf^oonfiMcnoO" ' frank, lofty, uml 

yot utterly oxmnpt from bohlnoaH — 
wliioh obaraotori/axl her Majoaty, at onno 
prooiaitnorl tho high-miinledj well prin- 
olplod, pure-heartrii woman* On Mm 
olhor hatnj, the riioro aoft and winnin^jj 
beauty of Lavinla — Mm panaivonoHa 
whloh Imbitually rnaUnl In In r larfpj bino 
oyea — ami tho half ontroaMiifj' air with 
whloh flbo boatowed Mm Malnfationa of 
oourteay upori Iridora, at onoo riveted 
tho interoat of Mmt Kmtern lady* 

They mU\ down tof^oMmr; luid the 
DiiohoHH be|4an by apologivnng ff)r the 
Intniflion of auoh a vlajt on tbo part of a 
perfect «tran|j[or. Him npoko in fcim low 
fluid Iromulona voice wbicb Indicated a 
dlrttrcBaed and «n«penaoful alato of mind, 
— wlnlo her lotika ardMy bub cdoqnontly 
Implored tbo Qiohui^h eonHidoration and 
forboaranoo. 

‘^Your Oraeo need odor no apology/' 
replied Indoru; ’‘for by tbi> tenoiir of 
your nolo, brlet thnuMh ibi oontorda bo, 

I am led to ('oojaotute that aotuo bual- 
noHB of iniportance hnu promirtHl me tho 
honour of tbifl vlelt?'* 

* U ifl indeed great import(W)on to 
rayaelf’^amb— and — to another I" ro- 
flpouded Lavinia tiemulouflly. But 
flrefc let mo A»k how fareii it with your 
florvaut — ami hero the voieo of the 
Duoboaii quivered and faUored more and 
moroj “fori have road that paragraph 
In tbo nowwpaper/* 

“My florvant Ilea In a very dangoroua 
condition. Sho i« totally un ooii boiouii : 
bub etill the medioal attendant givoa 
hope of her eventual recovery /‘—and a« 
Indora thus epoke, aho flxod her dark 
eyott earnesMy upon ebe Duahoea ae If to 
mbhom tho motive® r,{ tide vlaffc, 

preaonb proooodlng muabhave 
already appeared moat alngnlarj con- 
tinued I*avlnla, aoaroely knowing how 
*<> ^Pproaoh the aubjeob whioh <be had 


to explain ; “ and perhapB when my 
purpose is made known, it may appear 

moroHingular still Hut, Oh, madam I 

wlmtover oauso of ofTonoe my husband 
mny have given you, I beaeooh your 
ladyship to pardon him I” 

Again dui In d ora fix her eyes upon 
tho DiiohoHs ; for she was full of won- 
dorrnont an to tho nxtonfc of the revela* 
tioim whloh tho Duke might have made 
to hm v/ifo. and what topics such rovela- 
Oiorui might refer, Jjavinia nuspeoted 
whiil was passing in iho Queen's mind : 
and she Imstoned to say, » Of those 
of ofTenoo I arn utterly ignorant, Lady 
Indora* All that tho Buko has told me, 
is that he has olTondod you — that you 
have tho power to injure him— that you 

are oxoroming this power^ And, Oh I 

he is very, very unhappy I But he im- 
plores your forboaranoo — he boseeohos 
you to aooopt tho assurance of his eon- 
triMon: ho would have oome to you if 
ho had dared— but an his behalf do I 
kneel at your feet I” 

And with thoso words, Lavinia sanl 
down to H suppliant poBlurfl,—* takinj 
rndora’fl liarid and pressing it with th( 
warmth of entreaty, while she looked ui 
with imploring gaze into Indora'a ooun 
tenaiice* Tho Queen was profoundlj 
touched by tho pathos of this appeal; sh 
saw in a moment that tho Duke wai 
making a blind and uninformed iusfcru 
mont of hie wife— -and she pitied her. 

“ Itise, madam, “ she said : “it is no 
for you to kneel at my feet: althougl 

Bat rise. I eon jure you I Ob, nov 

you weep, Buohess of Marohmontl— am 
I cannot boar to behold those tears V' 
n Lady, you are all goodaesa/* 
murmured Lavinia I yea, I road your 
obaracter in your oountenanoo I You 
will not ho stern unrelenting I Of whatso-^ 
over offenoea my husband may be guilty 
— and I seek not to know them — — 
••Madam, rest assured,'' interrupted 
tho Quoon, with a true queenly dignity 
“ that tny honour has Buffered not-—" 
“ No. no, lady t" oried the Duohesa ; 
“ purity and virtue are atamped upon 
your oountenanoo: they are delineated 
In your looks I Gnnd heavens t not for a 
moment would I insult you with suoh a 
awaplclon. I am entirely at your meroy 
•—I place myflolf in your hands. If you 
think fit to narrate the offonoea of my 
husband towards you in order to con- 
vinoe rae of tbo magnitude of your 
generosity in pardoning them, I shall 
listen; hub if on the other hand you will 
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spare me tliat wbioh my own henri; tolln 
me oannofc ho oHiorwino tlmn jnitifnl — 
and if you v/ili pardon him all thn oaruo 
—Oh t I shall iiloss you -I shall love 
you as my honefautroNBl’’ 

"Riso, lady — rise, Diiohmia of Maroh- 
monbl” Bitkl Indom, iu the fcioinuhiuo 
voiuo and at tho same timn wiping away 
a tear, “ You have given mo no ollmii’o 
— you ooino in tho oandmir un<l irutik- 
noBSofyour own innooouoo—you must 

not kneel an a suppllunt ” 

'•Lady— dour iady-^-I will hnonl," 
oontiiinod tho DuoIiobh, ‘‘until you grant 
mo this boon. Oh, you know nob how 
miioh depends upon it I I imw my 
husband wrotohod and tinlmfipy; I 
implored his oonfldenoo. Ho told mo 
that ho hod ononiios— and lliat you 
were one. Hu bade ino oomo to you— 
ondlnmhorol Grant him your pardon 
dear indy—and ho will give nm |iia 
love ns a roward for prooiiring that for- 
givoness. You soo how niiioh is at stnko I 
It is in your power to rostoro mu that 
happinoBB which for yoara I have h, at. 
Do this, dour lady, and I will hjvo you ns 
a Bister for you woopi you aro moved— 
you will nooodo to my prayer I" 

‘ Rieu Duohcfis of Marohmont '* again 
said Indora, but now apoakiwg in a voioo 
whioh an all tromuloun with omoilonH. 
Return 10 your hUabnnd-tull him that 
for all ho has over done towards me, I 
for gfvo him fur your sake.’' 

"Doaroat, donroet la<ly |" ojaculatud 
the puobeHs pressing Indora'a hand to 
her I ps, and tlmn starting up from her 
supp lant posture ; “kou have poured 
joy into my heart— you have alroatly 
flllod my soul with happInoBs— 

■ " But understand mo well, madam ” 
atenupbed tho Queen; I forgjvo your 
husband for whutsover ho may Kro 
done towards myself. Bo parlioular in 
oonveying my decision in the very terms 
wherein I express ib." ^ 

"But what. meons this rosorvntion?" 
asked Lavinia, horheoiHifuloount(,„ft"„o 
"" ponsively mom'n? 
I«dora’« hoLt to bo 
unable to give her suoh on nssuronoo as 
would send her away ooroploily happy! 
There is something in your words whioh 
I oaimot understand i tlioro is on l havn 
expressed it, a rosorvallon--" 

oowprehoiid mv 
tneaning, onswered Indora; and he will 
«b least thank your Grace for what vm 
hwe done. Reiurn to him, and snv 
thosh Werds-tbat for his oflenoeS aiaffl 


m.vflol/ f f.M/(ivu liim for , your sake. Tf.ii 
I.. (hat it ,M fnr ;,oar sake I*' ^ 
"Ah. 1 oomptuhond I" oxnlaimod th. 

Dooloua. appa.onriy aw, honing fro,,, til 
ittopor of hinvihluroiOMt thuro is lom! 
«"u Ohio in wh.m. y„„ uro inturost,,,! ^ 
agni.ml, whom my hoahand Imu oifuufWlI 

'“'‘‘'y trud 

Lavinia Mtoppud abort, and sank unnii 
ILo noia, overpowo, ,,d by bur f.,e|j„B ‘ 
Against whom , mold her huahand l,nVe 
huHolI.-n.lod, if not against Hagonual, f 

hor mo»(; not indora Im iolnresli.d o, 
hi'hidf of lo r imrvant < and was it rmt on 
this aosount that aim was mahliigoiiohn 
mm.tal rusmyation',' And now, .am, IhJ 
Qmm\ Um)\hhI < hatred rim] | for nho fftHod 
ritil. (o (fUhoin whftt Wftfi }n tlis 

miiMl of iiin DijttlioHH : hIih oorriprohondod 

fill wall tim naturo c.f the suspioioi) 
whioli L‘tvlnjik ontor (uiniMl, 

Ridiirn to tlm JJoha, madam," snW 
tho (.Vmmi, In a truoinlouu voioo; "re. 
torn to him, and di-liver tho meHitago 
m v lilsf’’" already rmiulvcd from 

Thu I)u<du*Hs would huvo irnidnmro; 
Sh.t would have l■ullr1w.ld bur entruutlea 
--Him would again havu fall,.,, at 
Q'lupii H foot : hut bur omoliona wofu too 
strong for tlm pov/or of uttunmoo -and 
aim rumrdood rivuti cl liho aaintuo to tho 
apot, Ooo hint eiTorl did elm make to 
givo vent to ao imitmHhumd intunu'ssioii: 

("It Hho oimhi not Him dared stay 

no Imigor-aiul ai.rnptly prossliig tho 
H hund. iilin ha«tuiiod from llio 
nfiarlnmnt When ugain soatml in lur 
ourriagu, Lavinia throw hurnolf Itauk anil 
liurst into uu agony of tearH: for slio 

OOH (i ,,,, 1, 

hushimd wan ip sottm iinaiumuritahli} wav 
floormoted with Urn assassin nltomjH up- 
on Hagotmah. ‘ * 

Novortholoss, as tho render may h«vo 
perhaps already imagituid, (ho mental 
roHurvalmn mnilo by Indora roforrfid not 
to WagoounU— — hut unto oMotiior I 


CHAPTER OXLIV. 


W» must now return to th» Barker, 
7® when fMuing forth from 
too Duke of ^Marohmojit's munsinn with 
a purse whIoB by tho f«el ha know to b« 
,woJI ailed with note* and gold. M»klB| 
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hifl way to flomo low publio-houBO with 
Whioh ho waa unquainUsrl—but wlu^ro ni 
tho timo ho folt vory huio tlmt ho 
ghould hoUjo roooKiiiaorl in ho Jowinh 
Cflrb— tho iniuonoiit rogulod liifnaolf 
ffith plenty of rofroohmont io U»o ahupo 
of strong liqtior— havinfj; parfciikcn of 
ffbloh, ho lotirotl to both it wnn hi« 
purpoBO t<» loavo tho mof ropnlio on tlio 
following ilay, and goh to aoiiio ooaporl, 
whonoo ho might oml>Hrk for Frnnoo. 
Wo nood hardly olaun vo that ho took 
very good ortro to rooUun civt>r tho (um- 
tontfl of tho pntHo ; and ho ffMind that 
tho Duk<5 of M \rohinuhl huil notdeooivod 
him; hut that tho armnini wm lurgor 
' than tho rooumiHUo n prominod for tho 
orimo in roapoot to linhua 

In tho morning Iho llmkor cibtninod 
an oiirly wight of tim rH^wnpapora; and be 
road tiio Huruo paiagvapli whioh ban 
already boon proHonioii to our rnadora, 
Nothing could oxoniul tlio a^doni«hlnont 
ol tho liurkor on finding how ti’omoud* 
oue a miHtalco ho IumI oounnittod: ho 
uato for Homo ndnutim utterly loot In 
amazornont at tho ilincMivory of thia 
afcartiing fact. Yob Ijow difl it mut*or to 
him Binoo hn liad pimkotod tho reward '< 
But then a Miouglit whh gradvodly hIohU 
ing into tho Hurki^r'a ndu(i< It waa tho 
death Of Inilora for whloh tho Duko luul 
bargained j and Mio « »nio motivoH. what* 
over thoy worn, which had pfomplod hiH 
Graoo to dooiro that ludy'M uBwaHaination, 
must fltiil oxlHt. ThnH^lit^ Mr. Ihiriu H 
roaaon w ithin hhnMdf ; and jhonoo ho 
oftlouiatod that am>ihor reward aa iimplo 
as tho one ho iiud juat roooivod iidghb 
poBBibly ho forth* oming from iho Duko 
for tho oohHunimuthui of that orimo* 
Qroody of gold ua ho wm uuBorupuloua in 
conduct, ho Morimndy roflooiod whothor 
i it would not ho wt^rf h Ida while to roinain 
In London until tho night— u htain an 
Intorvfow with tho Duke and aamirtain 
hlB vlovvu on tho auhjoot. Barney waaof 
dauntloBB oourajio in purauing hla oaroor 
of orimo; and hl« many advonturoa of 
tho layt fow monUm— hifl oaoapoa, which 
he termed hia triumph together 
with the HuoooBH which had hitherto 
attended the n«»umpHon of Ida diagulBea, 
bad tended to omboldon him to an 
alrnoBt rockleaa exlonb His mind waa 
■ thoroforo made up j ho would remain In 
London until the night at all evonta; 
and if the Buko aouedod to hia propoBftlj 
ha would undertake the Yenture<^ 

or wlhari we ahould aayi the fearfully 


oorroob porpofcrabion of tho ono originally 
oontidixl to him. 

lb by no numna fiuitod to tho Biirker'a 
ditipuflition to romain iindoora all doy at 
tho public. hoiuio ; and moreover Buoh a 
oirounuitiinno in itBolf would look 
Huhpiinoim. Mo felt convinood that ho 
dia^uirtod in a otylo irupemUrable to 
tho uyofl of tlm fIctootivoB ; and there 
wan a Hurt of thrilling plouiuinj in thus 
ootting thoir Uoonpas at naught. Ho 
thoroforo iuHUod forth : but apeodily 
hocoming wonriod of wandoring about, 
ho bethought hinnudf of an expedient 
whloh provniflod aorno little amuRement, 
and wbioh at tho oamo time would 
omihl (5 him to eit down and ro«t for 
hmuH on Horno oonvoniont spot. The 
idea wau ono whiuh had boon Buggeeted 
during hiu oonvoreation with Jack 
Smodlny at tho timo ho aaBumod the 
Jow'h drena at that iudivituaro lodging; 
--and thia idea was to procure a email 
tray and Homo pantiltes. Tho arbiolos 
woroapuodily pnrchaiMui; and behold, at 
ahtnit two o’olook in tlie afternoon, the 
Burker Bottled himBoU on tho door*atepB 
of an empty houBu in one of the 
thorough farofl at tho Weat Knd of tho 
town, 

While thmo atationrd, Barney tho 
Barker rollaotcd upon many things— and 
amongat othm’B, upon bin most recent 
pnuM odiiiga fn roapoot to Jack Smodleyf 

‘',Ja()k‘aa natity cowardly dog/' eaid 
the Burker " to himaelf ; ’* or elflo ho 

wouldn't iiavn played me auoh a aoanap- 
iHh trick UH that.— “getting hold of my 
blunt and halting oil like a ohot I But I 
wan ev(?u with liim though: I prooioufl 
soon made tho nooundrol disgorge, aw the 
Hayin’ in, NcvorthcloDB, he is a dirty 
ra«oal; and it ho oould have hia revenge, 
ho would bo Buro to tako it faat enough, 
Biitonn thing ia oerbaln : he wouldn’t 
go and give hiaHolf up merely to have 
tho pleaHuro of informing agin me; and 
it'e unkimmon auro that ho couldn’t 
inform ngainet me uuIobb ho did give his. 
Bolf up. So all things oonaiderod, I don’t 
think there's no harm to be afeerd on in 
that there quarter,” 

Mr. Barnes had arrived at this eatls* 
faotory oonoiusion, when on raising hia 
eyes, whom should ho behold orosBing 
fboetroet and advancing towarde him, 
bub old Jonathan Carnable ? The eexton 
of Woodbridgb did not look by any 
moans the better for his debauch of the 
night bub "one previously; ^on the con- 
trary, he was pale and Ul» and seemed as 
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if he had iiriflon from a bod of flioknoii». 
The faob wftii thal) fche Btupcifying drug 
UQod hy the Burlier, Imd produced ti very 
injurioua offoof* oo the soxbori* 

«*By jingo, Tm done forl'^iaid the 
Burlier t )0 hirnaolf, aa JonaUjun iidvanood 
8trfti![?hti towards him: 'Mm’ll Uvig mcf 
through this ouwflcd black gahordinc and 

tbiti thunderin' grey beard But Tfri a 

fool I Ohl Jariikthiui'a oyoo ian’t lialf no 
aharp m the dotooiivo ohap>r wiuial 
orgauR; ami can’t boo tbrouglunc 
no more (ban if 1 wan one of them 
poctoRflca. ri! look oa aorioiia na if 1 d 
just nome out of tlin ninnygrg,” 

**How do you H(dl your iuihUIIcm, rny 
good old man ?*' biqiiired the aoxton of 
Woodb idgo, fumbling at the bottom of 
hiB pookote for a few imlfpnnoo. 

The Burknr answered the qumdiou 
very curtly iridcod, bub ImitaMiig tbo 
Jewiflh aeoent an much m lio (um[<l ; for 
he bad not forgotton the oonvcraalion bo 
had overboard at tbo publiodHuiiut on 
tbo preceding nigi^t, it wan alafed 
that Jonathan Oarnahin bad boon airuedi 
by bia ‘ lingo" at tho tlrno ho WUH 
beguiling him with fc(iloH of hin roa. 
poofciibllit.v. 

Well, I’il buy u few pniitilhiH,'' Hnj*| 
Jonfttimn* “for my lnii<ih)(|y anoimi to 
bo very fond of thom-ami m idu) Ih 
oxooodingly kind nnd civil, I mu„fc makp 
her a little preflnda” 

The Uurkor roo. ivod the oojiitoi’ ooinit 
—gave tho aiiituhln nuiuhiii> of puiitilloa 
™and oyoinj, tho old Roxton jwltnnno, 
hoped tlint ho would at onuo ti>ko him. 

pBROBsod an ii,(, airing disposition ; a, „i 
ho (lioughr, that ail ho hud oomo to 
^otjdon, It WON bin duty to iiwko himflolf 
ooqiminted with ovary nmttor on whioh 

Jjortrlir’rr’r’- "'«> J'ow. 

ever trivial ita mturobt* 

'•I never Raw paRtillos hoforo I namo 

SSi lTr 

o f'flpouBe. 

Oka k ? indoo l;” said Mr. Onranabie 

itSoid.’- “ ^ «ovor hoard of 

!5d limba'® 

.. "Ah I oherooal, eh? And how am 
they soeuied ?” • 

i..u i™r‘.'‘ttr;?LP“‘!“8 »« fo, „ 


diiigiiiaod hoforo liim— aald 


.Ns.i«.« .h, uT„ d.Srj"* >!:• »' * 

■>op»«l ihort, no, only In M 


tvhat iiniiry tono, •' wo||, ,it u|j ™‘ 
you uiiffht give a pMimMi a oivi| ft„8 J,' 
imrluiiilarl y ivlitm ho had laid „,ir 
wiihyo.i." * moiiDj 

lliit tlio IJiii'kiu' vouohHufmi no 
Hpoimo; and .iimiitlitiii Wjiltuid 

iiiutt(.Jiu}i; .tiling aiilkily l.otwoon l,i 

teeth* ^ 

" lie (lidirt Iduiw me -Im ilirlu^f 

po.Hi iiiidia I- tboiigli Mio Jiurkor (il,u!t 
lingly to hiiimolf. ‘Tho old r.iHoiIll “i 
tlioiinhl. at ono iiioiiii nt Ida i vee 
pion,iii« Idea loaMiloa Ihron,), 't|,j„ , 
gahordino aii.l Ihaual. llo'.v<i,.nii)V(.r wi 
Am (hid iiiiiiuniil, tlio Uinitop I. .nii 

ii.« i.„k. 

foot along ih.. Hi, mot Hi,, J 

oomo from aiuiiiiling at tho iiialallatio,, ! 
Mm. Oxoiidim in uMplondidly /,irni«l,m 
ho.a..Mvl.i,.hhohul tak.,nf./rh«i it? 
tl-.o: and ho wall Kmlill..d „„ fl,,,),' 
that Hindi wad her lovo of plmomre nncI 
ol gold, iiho Would lio i iiro ii, ki oj, tni. 
tho.iioind iiooiida r.'liiUvi, t„ „„ ' 
orliiuiii, if ji. niily ttiiUo,l |i,.r Hi.llhd, 
iioHiH, Snob wail tho Impronatou he hnil 
loiined of lior ditrim’ nn hour h ooiivofHu. 
ti.ui ; and lio iolt liiin.icl( eafo oiimiuh hi 
that (mart, O'. But wuh ho „„ i,, other 
roiipiuuiil Hia wifo had faithfully r-.pnrt. 
oil tho pariiiMdarH and lim istmo of he. 
inltu'vioiv with liidora; ami tlieraford |f 
ho worn iiatliiilad in rttii|ii!of ti Mrs 
Oxondan, ho w.ia foil of n|.proh(ii,»j„n8 
in rOdpoot to the Ofioiitnl la.iv. 

” Mill) will forgivo 1110 .h|| lliat I hnvo 
dono lowarda Arm.-// I" tho J)„k„ kept 
thinking within lim own mind as ho 
«owly paeod aloud: • liut tide intMun 
tiiat Bin) will not nr canimt for give me 
m reapiKit to what I have dmio towardu 
olhorrt in whom idio in Intor-mtnd, And 
nil thiriufl oouHldoro.l in adoun itnti hIio 
bo Ml intoroHtod aa In hi>n wlm i« ni 
Hurediv allvo who 1 « in HnKlaud.,,n„(l 
whom I imvo noen 1 yn*--lh,iy niUHt ho 
well lU'quuintod— It in only too oviilmiti 
end hiir vieit (),kliind« wan u trlak- 
alttrtag.nn, doviond on hia hahaif»«(ioulit. 
louH Hinrgeatptl liy him tool it !« tid* 
oiiRtorn woman only whom | fo„r: uii 
Andora only whom X apprehond. Were 

nnt«‘i!I'‘ '*o»bl hBOonit 
I'owofloea: hodnroa not tionio fnrw«rd~ 
bo 10 oompellod to work throiiBh the 
raoaoii of an MRent, Yes— ifXatlora wore 
pub out, of my path, i Hhouid feel myself 

eafo-— I^lgljjdofy tho wholo world J'* 
Here the Duke of .viaroiuutwit lud* 
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mualnga but tikowlRO In bio w<iUc : for on 
raieirig bi« whopn oliould ho hnbohi 

at tbo liiotfiiino of dozon yor(h) hub 
BiirniW tlio Burki^r 'i Tho Duko uouhl 
floarool.v bcliovo tiviihuii^o of \m nwu 
flouBCO : arul y(d. it wort ru». 'Diuro Htood 
Barney tlrrntiotl in tlu^ Jowinh oodtiurio, 
tfitli bio truy i»f ppojfillon in iiifi lunoJ, 

foMcnv in road, hi 1(00010 tinuj in 
London T' tlum^ht tho Dolo^ witliiri hino 
; Btilf : hut tiin noxt IntHaiit n fo(*liii^M)f 
"joy Hhot tiiroii^h bin lo in t. 

Drawiiij^ <Htt liin puitMi, nml km pin / it 

In hirt lin-nd, no nn to havn tlio <ip|>rai’/inon 
'of beifpg about to bndow niuni on I ho 
I flioming Jowinli nnunljinihl, 1 iio Duke 
floour'tod liiru- Tin* in w«no vtuy fnw 
poopio piumifjg by at t ill? timo ; and not 
a polldtuniin WfiH in idplit 

a\yhat aro you doinj^ fjoro 'r* Inqiiirafi 
Mnrolunout, iu a hoi f it'd luaniu'r and in 
alow voioa an ho ntill kopt playing with 
hie pUi'Ho for afipmuanoiy Mak(\ 

"A nallin* of tliiao w(?rry pr‘ tty litllo 
things at a worry mod mi to rat.o/‘ r<?' 
flpoiidod tho Burin r " But jokin’ apart, 
my lord— 1 wan only a killin' timo until 
ovndag ahoiild iliaw ill • ~w[m?u I inoant 
to taka non 10 Htopa to got an intorviow 
with your Ora un" 

*' \Vhab for ?■* doamndod tho Diiko 
haetily. 

**0(ily, my lord/* waa tho roply, 
‘Mieoau 0 tho htudnoiui waan’t ilniio 
propt r I at idnbt— tlunin:h, by jingo I it 
WaHi/t uiy fault: for if that oua^U’d 
yoaoK woman nlomo to log htTHolf out 
In Imr niM^<m/a djOH«i Imw tho do non wan 
I to kiimv 1U13 Ihirdi uhoiit It? Him had a 
well down over lou’ hum*- — 

Yoa, ym * — I havo road all about It/' 
intorrupU'd ilu^ Duke; ♦and I «oo full 
wall (hat It waa 11 mbd dio on your part, 
I do not hhunn you 

*♦ An I that tlmro mhdako/' rojoinod 
tho liurlo'r, ‘-can bo put all right and 
straight; and tho profmr gooao oaa bo 
oookod if your lordwhlp oIioqhob to Hay 
tho word/' 

*' Moot m« tbiH ovoning In tho lano at 
tho baok of my rdableo/* Hiiid tho Duho 
hurrkdly; and then, svith an appoaranoe 
of OHtontaUou for tho boUuof of tho 
pftsaei'Hdiy, ho flung a obilling Into tho 
Burker’a trav, 

"Thorol I knowod how it would bo/' 
thought Bainoy to hjmmdf; fcUoBo Imre 
arlatooratlo ohapft alwaya will have their 
<?ay When (boy onoo taken It Into their 
head , ami aa it «uita my lord 0 purpose 
Ihht the Lady Indoor# i« to have her 


haoh Bottlod, eoUIed it will bo I But, by 
jingo I horo‘6 that old flooundroJ again I" 
Hum uKuitai ujaeiilalioti fioro roforonoo 
to old tJ am. than Oariiabio, wlu) was ro- 
turiiinK down tho uMwt ; and for an 
instuufj tho Bnrkor thought of pitohing 
away hifl fttookdmtrad.) and taking to 
his Imolrt, Bnfc now tiuuv) woro sf^veral 
persouH pamung at ihn ju Mrnmb; and 
uuoli a proooading v/onld naturally oxoito 
HiHpi(.?iomi that them was so.nething 
wrung: vvImre^aH in n*a oot to Jonathan 
it miglit bo a /also alunn after all. Tho 
Murktu'H gaze awopt rapidly tip and 
<lawji tho (itntot: no polieonian was in 
sight— no uim who at ail utisworod ro hia 
(ulorably aoourato ivAuux or kiiowledgo 
A a dolimtivo, Th:?raforo tho Bnrkor 
raaiaiood at his post--dint inwardly re- 
ceiving to dooarnp tho instant Jonithan 
Dixriiabio cliould bo again out of aight, 
It must bo adfiiittod tfirit ho now ouraedi 
tho uunouoimary folly a hich had exposed 
him to siioh perils: and his mind was by 
110 iiioauH r/msHurad whou Im beheld tho 
Moxtoa id Wooilhi’idgt? making straight 
t{>wards him But a» Im drew near, the 
Burknr saw that ho had a pleasant and 
agrooablo expression of ojuiKi uanoo; 
and lio said within him olf, '' I wonder 
what tho old ilog wantH now T* 

*'1 will buy a few more of your 
pastilles/' suid Jnuatban. ♦ My land- 
lady ((din me that they are exooedingiy 
uhoap, and also verv good/' 

“ llovv many?'' asksd the Barker, in a 
feignt'd voioo, and at the tiamo tiino 
imitatingn as well as bo was able the 
aneents of a Jew of tho lower order, 
Jonathan otafcrd tho number he re* 
(juired, and drew foirh tho price. Thq 
Bnrkor pookotod the money, still eyeing 
the old Boxbou aakauen: but there waa 
really nothing in Jouatbau’s looka to 
warrant his approhenrion. But we must 
leave those two indivituals for a few 
miniUoa thus standing togotber, while 
wo relate somo partioulara whioh are 
oHSontial to tho progress of our story. 

Aa the reader ha <3 seen, Towards had 
boon offered fur th * approhonsloa of tho 
Bmodloys and the Burkor; and wo may 
add that no efforts had been left uut iod 
by the polioe to gob upon tho track of 
either or all of those individuals. The 
horrible revolatinna made by the aub* 
torranoau of the gold boater’s house in 
iiamboth, had excited the public feeling 
to a hjgh degree: tho offlioraot 

jUMtioa therefore o<m'’ldorod itabeohitely 
necessary that the mUoraanU sbouti be 
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hunted down and brought to tho bar of 
a orirninat tribunal Ttnt if in niioh a 
aaeo it were deRirabio to onpturo n 
partioiilar one ratlmr than tho othorRi 
this one WRB tho Biirlior- Ilia oornpli* 
oity in tho hideouR niiirdar of tlio bi'vynr 
Pollard at Liverpool — bin oaoapn from 
the gaol in that town—nnd biediiriig, 
deaporato oonduot knvnrda tlio polieo* 
olQaiala at the Hrnodloya’ liuiiae, wore 
motivca iu addition to all otborn whioli 
rendered it abaoUitoly mieoRRary for llm 
aeourity of sooiuty that nuoIi a diabolio 
fiend ahotild be outahort in hiti iniqiiitona 
career. But, aa wa liavo aaon, thn 
Bnrkor aa well na tlio tSmodloy’o hud 
hitherto evaded tho piirRiiit of jnntido. 
The fcleorotary for tho Koine Depart- 
moat, noting upon the roproueiitationn 
of the polioB nuthoritiea : duterininod to 
take a atop whioh it waa hoped would 
hove the efieot of bringing tho gang of 
miaoroanta with in thn range of tho law a 
operation. Handbilla woie amiordiiigty 
' printed, proolaiining that the ineruy of 
tho Grown would bo to ii oortuin degree 
extended to any onn of tho gang (the 
Barker hiiuaolf oxooptod) who would 
give auoh information ua ehouid place 
the others in tho hunda of the polien ; or 
the anmo UonofitB would ho extended to 
that one of the enld gang who would 
Burronder up tho Burkor alone to the 
authorities, Those billa wore prliiled 
onriy on the morning of whioh wo Imvn 
boon writing j and they began to lie 
oiroulatad iu tho metropolia at tho time 
the Burkor took hie atution at tho Went 
Bod, dlaguiaod as a Jew, and with hla 
tray of pastilles before him, 

.The poUoB-ofilflors wore aotlvo in 
Boatierlng the bills amldat tho low 
quortera of London,— known Ig that in 
theae distrlota they were far more likely 
to have tjho efieot of attaining their 
object than in tho auperior diatrlota of 
the motropollB, ft happened that ono 
of the first to those printed proolama. 
tiona that wero ieaued, folljlnto tho hands 
of Jack Smodloy, aa in aome now disguise 
ho waa wandering through the dlatriot 
of St. Lukp'a in as wrotohod n state of 
mind aa can be well oonooivod. On 
reading tho handbill tho gohUbontor wua 
at onoe smitten with tho thought of 
availing hlmaolf of the benefit whioh it 
held out. He understood Its moaning 
full well} it signified that whoever would 
turn round upon hitf aooomplloee should 
tho mercy of the Crown so 
far an to have hla life spared, though 


with tho certainty of RUHtainiog th. 
applioafchm of the next dimrec of puni,|j. 
merit,— namely, triimiportiitinn for tho 
rout of Ilia daya, 

Jaok .Smedloy w«a, mi the romlor han 
Been, n veritubln eew/iid (i, mimt leapofliu 
— -nlthnngb havina Ii.ikIiImioiI hii|}1o|,j„j 
to pinngn Into erimn wlien loil on, pn, 
oimraged, and amijaleil by (iihorR, Put 
the idea of the I'ihhet win f,,p 
fraught with Hiioh terroiu that it wutn 
matter id iinrpritie it Imil iiui, reHtraiaod 
him from erinie allegntlii’r*,- nnicsa 
indeed we mnat take intn luieomit the 
oirenmotiinee that i v. i y iit„n when 
eommifting n deed o' tin |iiliid.', lings tlio 
belief that it will i,av.,|' h:< diaeovoroil 

And new, re eling tliiu pri.olama! 

tion, iliieh .Smedloy hidiehl llm nieana of 
auviiig hill life -- A vi ! nnd not only o( 
Having Ilia life. Imt ahm of leveiigiiig 
liimaelf on the Mnrln r fur the hint, event 
whioh had nnulied tluir inleieourao, 
Wliat to Binedley vvuii triunijiornt ien fur 
the riimain'’er id hin exhil, m,,,, jf 
ennhl cilily nave tlmt exinli tiee from a 
Inirritite and ignominjnnH faio 'f I'o Imvo 
the power td putting mit from hla 
Imagination fimt da>U ulnhdee ohjeot 
whioh waa lonming hofme hl<i montiii 
vimon— tn eiiimpe Irinn the Immiting In- 
lluenoe nf the annihre gilhiiva ni d all tho 
dread |mraphernulla id dent It, —i Ida wore 
indeed ha| piiieRH, nidi, nigh at tlieniuno 
time he nlionl I lie dnnmi'd to (ix lii.i eyes 
on the fiir-olf regieim id eternal exilo I 
Not many mumenta <11,1 the gohl.bi a'or 
waato in deliheralinn ; hin iidnd was 
epeedlly made np; and wilti the pro. 
ohimallen in hia haml, he net out on his 
aoureli after Uimiey tho HerluT. 

Wo hnvo »nid lhal. the he waa wearing 
a now Horfc of diagnme ; Imt it is net 
worth while to tinuHe and deaorlbe its 
did, ilia, Sninee It to any, that proilling 
by tbo hfnta whioh bo hud roeeivod from 
tho Burkor tbo ovonlng butuno provloUB, 
ho bad made suiih alterinitiona In Ida 
appouranoo na wore Indpod well oaloulat' 
od to defy tho imruliny nf tbo most 
lynxeyod dotootive Aouordiiigly, ho 
tniide hlR way through the atraots of 
London, without oxoittug any suaplolon, 
and without attrnodng iownrilB hlni’olf 
a Binglo Ruaptolouii look on tho part of 
any oonatablo whom ho nnoounterrdi 
Ho know onongh of IboBurkor’a do«* 
perate ohnraotor to be well awaro tbat'lf 
he were still In the metropoiis, ho was 
just as likely to brjihanuting one of tb# 
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boat neigbbourhootia hh to bo lurking 
about in otio of tlm woiiifc, 

“llo it! prutty oiii'o, " thought ilaoU 
Smcdloy within himoulf, “to koop on 
tbftt old H'll'i’ow iliiiguiio' ; fur ho Unowa 
it to 1)0 tho hoot ho ixmaihly hiivo; 

and DotwirhHl muling wlmt took phioo 
bolwixt him mid mi'i omi’t (or n 
momont fmioy tlmt J Mlmuld thiidr of 
botriiying Idu'’ Tlioroforo it imi’t on my 
aooouiit ho would lonvo Loudon. Hl'iu Ich, 
didn't ho toll tun tlmt ho lind got a 
littlo lumiiUHin in Imnd wliioh wouhl kiiop 
him horo for n fow duynL-aml Ihirnoy in 
not tho 111 mi to imvko hlimiolf iiimro bo- 
foro hiu work ill ilono. Dopcnd upon it 
ho W in London I-— and if no, I will havo 
him. My own lifo dopoiidii upon it I 
Ayo— null for tluvt mattor, I would givo 

up Bah likowiiu) Aiiything to imvo 

myaolf from awing ing on tho gallowH I 
Bosidofl, limui't Bah h'd mo a |tr6oiomi 
lifo— olwayn toiiHiiig and tormouiing rno 
— Oftlling mo aooward — doiuiiiooringovor 
me-niaklng nio do oxaotly what iiUo 
ohoBC— ni'doring mo almut an if I WiiB lior 
slavo ? You, yoii 1«— I havo no oompuno' 
tioii now: my own uafoty in all that! 
hftve to think of I" 

Suoh worn tliu thnnghlH wliioh paunod 
through ilaiilt Hn)i)dli>y’ti mind uh ho 
wmuiorcd about tho wtrootn of London 
Boaroliing for I, bo Biirkor. At longth, 
wlillo midciog hiH way Mirougb a qiiartor 
at tho Wont End, jimt im ho rmuihod (ho 
top of a Htroot Into whioh lio wu« about 
to turn, ho caught night of a drorfH tho 
aspoot of which inutautaucouHly nont a 
thrill of joy through hiu heart. It wan 
iiasurodly tho Bm kor L- thoro oonid bo 
no uiiBliiUo I Tho board — tho hat— tho 
gabordlno,— all worn tho Hamol— and 
then, too, iio wau ovidenlly iiolling 
paetUloH; and in bin diBomiriio with 
bniodloy at tho lodging of tho lattor, ho 
had with coarao jocularity doidarcd tlnrt 
It only roguirud ihia addition to tho 
oirouinsfcnHooH of hiu dingulflo In order to 
rondor that diaguiBo oomploto 

Jack Stnodloy literally tromhjod with 
tho fooilngB that now agitated him. The 
safety of hiu own Ufo appoard to bo with* 
in Ida reaoh:— but what if tho Burkor 
should atill oseapo hin» t lie flung bis 
gianoos hurriedly up ftod down tho 
street : not a poliooman was to bo aeon, 
Ho looked again towarde tho Burkor: 
end ho now behold him in disoourso with 
(k Btrange-looklng old man, whom our 
readere wilt recognise as Jonathan 
Oarnabie. Again old tbe gold-beatef 


(ling tdo glanoes arrotind: but still no 
polioonian I — mid he did nob dare ioavo 
tho Hpot— ho did not diiro Inpo sight of 
Barney tho Burkor for even a single 
minute, lest that minute should be 
ludlioionb to onablo him to vanish 
altogether. 

Jonathan Oarimbio had now finished 
Ids oeoond bargnin with the Barker, 
ami was moving oway : ho was coming 
ill the diroetion of that extremity of 
tho street where Jack Hmodloy posted 
IduiBelf. But, ah I the Barker wiiS re- 
treating in the opposite dioretion. The 
gold-beater's first impulse was to give 
the alarm. — to cry “Stop thief 1“ and 
thue set mnnboru upon Ida traok- But a 
ueooiid thought oonvincod him of the 
linpulioy of this prooosdiiig. In tlie first 
place, (ho Burkor might possibly esoape: 
Smodioy was not well acquainted with 
this particular quarter of the town, and 
ho know not what by-stroots might lead 
off from the main one along which 
Barney was now prooooding. And then 
again, it was just possible that it might 
not lie Barney at all — ^but a veritable 
Holirow who hud ha(tpenod to wear a 
eostumo preoisoly similar to that which 
Smodley had lent to his aooomplioe. All 
these oodsidorutionB passod with lightn- 
ing sDOod through tho mind of the gold- 
heater; and for a fow iustouts ho was 
liowildored how to not, A thought how- 
ever Ktruok him, and bo aooosted 
Jonathan Carnabio. 

“You were talking to that old Jowl 
lie said, with qniok utteranoo, 

•* I waH buying pastilles of him,” re- 
sponded the sexton, somewhat etorted 
by this abrupt oddross from a total 
fltrnugor, • . 

“ Did yon see nothing queer in his 
look, sir? ' demanded Jack— “ nothing 
of a liiing-dog expression of oouote- 
nanoo 1” 

“Well, I did not take partioular 
notioo,” replied Jonathan: “but now that 
you mention the oiroumstanoe — 

“ Did ho look like a Jew. sir ?” ex- 
olttlmod Jack Smedley. " But did you 
happoa to notioo whether there was a 
rent in tho front part of his gaberdine— 
Jnst about hero 1”— and the gold-beater 
indlofttod the left breast of his own coat. 

“ To be sure I” rejoined the old sexton: 
« .1 did observe it. But what ” 

••It's all right, then I” ejaoulated 
Smedley. "And now, sir, pray bo good 
enough to hasten baok after that Jew- 
just get him Into oonversatlon— do any 
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thing to oDgago hio attention for a fow 
minutes 1 Ho is an old BO(irnp«-*tho polioo 
are looking for him --but don't lot iiim 
know that thero u anything suapioious T* 

** Dear mo I*' oaid Jonathan ; •* what a 
plaoo this London iu !'* 

i*ray bo oj(i, air, and do aa I ask youl 
You will havo timo to ovortako iinn t 
There I ho io stopping I— a woman i« 
baying something ol him I lie oil with 
you, eir--and keep him engaged for a 
few minutes I” 

Jonathan Oarnabie aooordiagly rotnm- 
ed his way— while Jack ymodloy, full of 
feverish suaponso, again looked round in 
searoii of a poliuormun Meuawlido the 
Burker, thankful at having gut rid of the 
Woodbridgo soxtou, had been iioating a 
retreat as fast as his auauriiod ohriruoter 
of an old Jew would permit him to 
proceed ; and ho waa near the uxtromity 
of the afreet 'vhon he was stopped by an 
elderly clami) wim began to oargam with 
him for some p ialiilcss. The Hnrker in- 
wardly ventod his rage at being thus 
detained by means of a bitter iiupreea- 
tion; and ho i^ruilly Imdo the damu 
take as many puatilles lui she ohoae amt 
pay for them exactly what uho likedi 
Batflhowus a slow going old oroaturo : 
Bbo oounted a pile of pasi-illna with (ho 
utmost deliberation ; and then she 
fumbled in her pookot for oome half- 
ponoe jD pay (or the piirohase. Tuo 
Burkor— ‘Who hud plumy of money about 
him, and oared not one jig for the ex- 
pooted halfpenoo‘-waa ready to ourot 
With irnpationoo i biu he dared not oven 
for an instant do aught tlmt might oroate 
a suspioion. The old dame drew out a 
Bmdl pAOliot of haifponeu wrapped in a 
piooo of paper; and as she ounnorately 
opened this paper, the Burker‘s eye 
Oftught sight of the name of ymcdluy 
mongst tho printed oontonts thoruuf* 
hen ho behold his own name; and cUe 
ords the morey of tho Urown liko^ 
ise mot his view, 

"Here, my poor old rotuj -Uero'n 
thrippuuoo tor you," B.;id fcno duuioi 
*ftnci 1 a\ rturo X hope the money will do 
you ay muoU good as it you jva-i a 
Olinsbian." 


Pleuso to loftvo ib wrapped up iu tl 
paper, ma’am," uaid tUu Hurkor: '-ii 
raybhor luora ooavonioabbo oarry." 

"Woll, BO it bo," Baid bbo dun 
WHO wae diaposod to bo partioularj 
lo<][uaoious< '*1 got tho uhaugo juot, nu 
. la w ray weekly bill at tho baker' 
Aud whali do you thiuk ? While 1 m 


tt-afciindiHg (jputo prmniiiouoijo like a talk- 
ing lib till) ouiiuior, ill f.omoii a poliooman 
uiii) pitoho) a inuikob of haiidbilln; 
hi) Hiiyti, iiiyii iio, *1. day Mr, Ontoiiko 

jiiiib itititi'ibul.u i.iiiiiii) iiiuuiifi; your ouato* 

mora — inoro p;ti'iuli.lui‘ amuitg tlium a, 
briiigu bakiii H limiaiiiio it-u tlio poorer 
ordiii'H,’’ 

"To bo imro luu’atn I" oaid too iJiirker, 
groiviog diiDiiiiniOidy iinpatioiit. " Hog 
your pardon -liub i'vo got a little iipT 
pintnnmt with tmr Kubln at tlio munlgog 

'* Ob I 1 vvoii'l. dotain you, my good 
Ilian,’' oonliiniod tiio daiuu. " 1 (ya, 
only going lo aay Unit wbon the poiioo- 
man iolb tli.i iiliop. Air. Uatoiike eayfl, 
uayii lio, ' I’liiuio Inlla oomo in pruukms 
handy ill wrap up lialfponoe.' " 
"Nodimot of It, ma’am I" — and the 
HiirUor, now niiablo to rootrain hm im. 
piuiouoo any loiigor, nnaiolnul llni band- 
Inti from hor graap and bnrrtu away from 
hur> 

'• Well, I utivor did n«e n poor old Jew 
like that take nueU long munluH helore 
iJUid the ilauie to hoinoif, idio stood 
for some (n<iuientii looking u(ier tho 
.Barker, *’ Hut poor (uriui hue no doubt 
very piutieuiar m Haying hie prayers 
fi^glar, nud in jnetty nigh m good as a 
(luriatiaii alter all.'* 

iMuansviuio the Barker was pursuing 
hic) way ; and with tho little handbill 
laid U|Hm liiH tray, was reading its 

Ooateiitj. 

“ Bure u a pretty go T* ho uaid to h\ta^ 

' Xf^ the (fivernnuint is a man of 
any itHdiu , (ko oegiui to he ashamed of 
hisself to try .uui onim n, ndinw lo turn 
round upon iUij paltj,*’ 

At tho name thao it svaa with no very 
plu.ksuriithlo aen jaMiiniji timt Mr, Barnes 
perused the hatidinil : fur he euw IhurO' 
by that ino aatJunities were terribly 
oariieet tn thuir pursuit o( him* Moro-' 
over, iiut thfiugiiis npeedily riveted 
theniHolvea npun dnek Bmedley; and 
ho said to himself, *• it a high time X 
should hook lOl ino appiatmoat with 
the Buko can't worry well bo kept. 1 
must show liiiiiUun a uluan pair of heels 
afore X'm uu hour older " 

But at lUm moment ho felt a tap up* 
on hid dhuuhier ; and turning round with 
n start that made his unsold pastilles 
danuo upon tlio tray, ho beheld Jonathan 
Oarnabie again- The Burkor eould 
uearouJy fesiratn himsMf from knoekmg 
the^old mau down und iheu taking to 
hja heels ; but (t glunoe towards the end 
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jfthofltroot Hhowod him thut noverni 
peraonii wore puiuiiiii? <uhI ho dun d not; 
[huB rasldy thnriiti hiiihoad into l.hi» lion’a 
moiiHw ifc okniok him (.hiifi t.iiorn wiin 
iOmothiiiK MinKular In l.h« old 
Jook; nnd tlton too, HiiH tldrd vinil, 
notiTolly fdlod Uio Bnrkor guilty mind 

with rnlHidviiiRH. 

«' ( vvivni, a f()w inoro innililInK, «tno 
Jonathan ; " thoy tiomn no (»(md— and 

yon am nuoh n worthy mnn ’’ 

^ "OuHH hit! oyoH 1" ffrowhaMlin UnrUor, 
who hud thn uroalofir. diirundty in oon- 
talniiH' iiimunlf. 

'• What ilid you nay ? unkod (hirnahio, 
looking np iiito tlio i)iotondod Jinv’o 
oounlennnoo; and now— imitiK almmly 
propamd to viow him with minpiolon, 
from all that ifuok Hmodlny had naid — 
Jonathan waa at onno ninudc wilh tho 
pooulinr oxproMiiinn of tho Uiirlmr'n nyi'n; • 
80 that ho ooiild not prevent himttnif 
from etartini* an I ho idea of tlm villain’a 
idontlty flaMlnnl to hin mind. 

At that vary inidant n nouplo of polinf)' 
raon burnt round tho oornor of a divorf?- 
ins stroot whioh wan oh»Ho hy ; and tho 
Bnrknr wan noizod upon at tlio rnomont 
that ho hohnid bin roooKnilion on tho 
part of tho old noxlon. 

" At hint wo havo ijot you 1*' oxolnimod 
ono of tho oonutahh'H, with bin titnfl in 
roadinoRH to knonk tho ininoroant down 
if lio attinii[d«d roHintanoo. 

Barnoy atmiJiKh'd dt>nporatoly,™pivinR 
vont at tho namo timo to torrihio Im- 
‘preoalionH; but tho very nahordmo 
whioli florvod an bin dioftiiioo wnoniuhori'd 
him HOW and ho waa quiokly ovar- 
poworod. It wiUi rtotno ndnutoa bnforo 
Jonathan Cartiahio oould roeovor from 
hifl BPtoniHhrnorit at fiaviuK thun loarnt 
that boiuiath tim qarb of a voneraldo 
Jew wivH ootuieah d llio Individual who 
had 8(iHnht Idfi lifo at Woodbtidgoi and 
who hod ao roor itHy irnpOBcd upon him 
with fluoh «u> 001(11 in London. A oah 
wan flpt.edily ontlod : the Burkor won 
plaood in it, and at onoo oonvoyod to 
Bow Street,— old Jonatluin C'arnabio 
followed to listen to tho proooedinge, 
and to givo hie ovidonoo, if noodful- 

Wo ehould oliuervo that Jaok Sraodloy, 
lmmediatol.y after enpnraling from tho 
old eexton, had obaoryed a poliooman 
come eaontoring round tho corner of the 
atraeb where hn wa« poatod j and ho 
sped to aoooBt him. 

'* Haeton I eald Jaok ! •’ there—ln that 
direction— and arroafc the old Jew. He 
U Barney tho Barker 1" 


“ Tho Burkor I” ojnoulatod the eon. 
ntablo, " Horo’a a oapturo I But I oan'fc 
trnokli him alonn; Iio’a tho moat de* 
nporato villain in all England. Will you 
Homo und liclp ?*’ 

'* No- -not I?” anfiworod Jaok, ahrink- 
d.’.i<H\ horror from thn idea of dartna the 
ini' m vonff-niino of his aooomplioo in 
tho find, momntit of tiio dGRporado's 
fury at fiudiiiK that ho waa bntrayod. 

“ W.'ll, wlioro is liof ’ domanded the 
oonntahio, 

“ Nnar tlio otid of that stront,’* waa 
Jaok Mmodlnv's impiitinrit anawer. 

"Thou I'll nab himl*' quiokly rejoined 
tho oonntablo ; ‘ tli ova’s nnothor ofliosr 
olono by I" 

Wil li tlionn words tho poliooman turned 
upon hill hci'l, and haslonod into the 
nti'o’.it whioh iviti pnrallol with that 
wlii'io tho Bnrlior wiw : — and proouring 
tho anniiitaiion of a bro(hor»offloial whom 
ho oooonntorod at a short diatiinoe, he 
and hin oonirndo spod along a narrow 
fit.i'oot oonueotiiig tho two above-mon- 
tiono'l. Tho oaptnro was oflooted in the 
inutmor ah oady doaoriliod s and Smedley 
lu'liold it from undor a Rateway loading 
into II mows. Ho saw tho oab arrive to 
boar Barney o(f to Bow Street; and 
thithor Jaok SmoJloy haotoned on foot, 
in order lo turn approver on behalf of 
tho Govornmont, that ho might thereby 
nave his own lifj. 

Though it was now late in tho after- 
noon. tho ningistruto was Bt'll sitting at 
BowStroob; and tho Burkor, dressed in 
lu’rt Jo wish appai'ol, was plaood In tho 
(look. The nows speedily spread throuh* 
out tho noighliourhood that tho for- 
uiidablo Barnoy was taken: and tho. 
court was in a very short time crowded 
to excess. One of tho oonstablos who 
had captured tho criminal, deposed to 
tho effoot that ho had boon accosted by 
ft stronger who gave him tho information 
upon whioh ho had aoted. Tho Superin- 
tendent of Police for that diatrlot then 
oallod tho luagistrato’s attention to the 
foot that tho prisoner had efioaped from 
Liverpool gaol, to which he had been 
some time back committed on a oharge 
of murder: and tho officer produced the 
placard published on tho oooaaion, 
speolfying tho particulars of that esoape 
and offering a reward for hie re-approhen- 
Bion, 

"There are likewise, your worship,’ 
added the Superintendent, "grave and 
neriouH ebnrges ngalnab this man arising 
out of certain dlBoovories made at a 
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hoUBO in Laralioth, and whioli your 
worslnp donbtloes lieara in mind. 

If} dooa not appear to mo noooaflary 
to CO into that mattof.” said tho maRis- 
trato : " tho oonrao to be pursiiod in the 
oreBonfc instance is oloar onouRh. A1 
that I have to do io to satisfy myself of 
the identity of tho prisoner now in Urn 
dock with tho one who esoapod from tbo 
Haol at Liverpool i and to order hin 
transfer to that town, that ho may duly 
take his trial at the next Assizes holdon 
for the Northern Olronlt. Wliatovidcnoo, 
Mr. Superintendent, have you to esta. 
bHsh this identity ?” 

' If the p'-iaioner, your worship, was 
stripped of his disRuiso.'’ rospondod the 
offioial thus addroasd, "Ihoro are no 
doubt plenty of porflons hero who oonid 
identify him.” 

“ Please your worship, ’ said onn of tho 
constables who had oapturod tho Burlcor, 
“ I wanted to Inko off all that hair from 
his face! hut ho says it is atuok on so 
tight that it oun only bo removed by hot 
wator—and there was not timo^ *' 

"You had bettor remove tho prisoner 
for a tow minulea,” interrupted tho 
magistrato, "and lot tho (also hair bo 
taken off.” , 

'•PloBBO yonr worship, exolaimod a 
man who had just entered tho court, and 
was now mnkinR his way through tho 
crowd, •' I onn identify him no ho is I™ 
it was I who gave tho information that 
oauBod his arrest I” . 

All eyoe wore I timed upon tho speaker! 
but it was not noroesary for Barnoy to 
look at his oountonanoo to ooo who ho 
woe 5 he had already rooognlsod tho voice 
-r-and a low but savago Impreoaticii ft 11 
from, his lips as ho found that ho was 
after all betrayed by Jack Hmodley. Tho 
nlsoreant olonchod hia (let and ground 
lie teeth with tho deep oonoentratod 
ago that filled his soul ; bub ho was 
inipotont for purposes of misohiof; other* 
wise bo would havo flown liko a tiger at 
Smodloy, to thrattto or to tear him lb 
pioooB. There ho wan, howovor, power* 
less, and under nom'ploto restraint— -shut 
up in the dook—tnonnolcs upon his wrists 
—a poliosman on his right hand—a 
poiloetnan on hia loft>~-and ntimorous 
other oonstablos oloso by to soizn upon 
him at the least demonstration of 
violenoe. 

Jack Smedley asoonded the witness 
bps { and having been sworn, be at onoo 
addressed the mogistrate with A hasty 
atfd exoitAcI ybiabiUty, 


" Plcaso your worabip. that msn 1( 
Barney tho Burkor— and I can prove lt| 
My namo is .felin 8mcdlcy ; nnd I olaim 
tho hcneilt of Iho proiniso hold r.nt in 
this linndlull. T wmi tlic mniins oi band* 
ing over tbo Biirltcr to tim oonslnblcsj 
and I Iteyo iiov/ come to givo myself 
into euslndv." 

Tho anuouiicomout of ifnok iSoicdloy’s 
namo produced a ootisidcraldo sonsation 
in tho (loiirt : for overy one cnoogiiiscd it 
as that of tho innslor of tho hoiiso in 
Lamboth tho liidnoun rcvolalions e( 
wbiob bad oroalod so grout an oxoiio* 
mont tbrooghoiit tlio motroiiolis. 

" Don't boiiovo a word, your worship, 
tliat is told you agin mo," said the 
Burkor, in a a sort of half-doggod, half 
nidimisHivo tom*. ” I'm a poor, honest 
Jew whioh gcltt hio livin' in ii rcspcctuhls 
maiinor: and I can liring fifty witnesses 
to prove it. As for that there Ootistahls, 
1 never saiit noMdnk of Mio sort cliont 
not Itoing obln to take off my lioard, 
without hot water. It’o a tiat’rul licard, 
your worship and an fast on to my cliin 
aa yonr woriddp'«-~whiHkorii is to your 
ohoeks. And ns fnr daidi .Mniedlny, every, 
iiody knows ho ia a whlto-livoroil, 
sneakin’ seoiindrel " 

"It, is rather Hingtilsr,” tnli'rjcotcd tho 
inngislraio, "that if you are a respeotahlo 
Jew you should liavo any sueli parti, 
oulnr knowledge of the men Hmidley. 
But wo will soon H«oci'laln“whetlier your 
board is falao or not " 

"Now that I toolc olouo, I Can sso 
plain enough it Is a false one, your wor- 
ship." aaid tho ooimiablo on tl>o iiiirlter's 
right hand ; and tho moiistaidiios too.' 

"loan identify him, ycnir worshipl” 
oxciaimod another voice from amidst tho 
orowd : nnd old Jonatbaii (larnablo now 
slopped into Iho witoesB-bo; . 

His oyldonoo wan to tlio olToot thatho 
was sexton of the parish ohuroh of 
Woodbridgo In Weslinorcland — that ho 
had engaged llio Burkor ns afi assistant 
not knowing who ho was at the time— 
that tho follow had intendiitl to rob and 
murder him— -but Mint his orlmlnal do* 
sign had lioen frustrnted by tho sudden 
arrival of ossistanec. Jonnthiin further 
stated that ho bad lieon hooussed and 
robbed by the Burkor In London; and 
bo exoltcd some merriment In the Court 
by describing bow ho had purohftsed 
pasatillcn of tho falsa Jaw without for an 
instant suspooting that his old aoquahr 
tonoe tho Burkor was oonoaaled bettwth 
thal dhtguiss. 
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«WgI!| I tif'll you what, said 

arnoy, who mwv hnfjjim to think tliat 
whorti ht ltor after all if ho woio to ho 
’ttneforrod to favrrpnol^ iiifunniioh aw 
10 journey thither inindit pnanihiy oiler 
nm froilitioa of etwinpo , ihn a oon- 
dcrato rnan in u\y wav and don't aeo 
10 nan of hotliorin’ tho jnatieo. So Tii 
iBt admit ftn* iorm'f^ a dco that I am tho 
DTitleman whioh thoy aay I ha - Mr* 
InrncB* to wit, So tlioro'u an end of the 
mtter.'* 

o In that oaao/' olaan vod iiio mawin- 
rato, ‘ I have nothioj^ morn to do tlnui 
} diroot that you, Mr. Snpf’rintondnnt, 
'ill iako tho nnnoHiiary inoaauroa f(n’ 
nuvoying tho priaounr to Liverpool. 
4ie olork will inakn out thn dopouitioiui 
f what haa takon plaoo, and you may 
bart with your pi irH)nnr an anon aH you 
bink fit/' 

Tho Borkor waii now ronu)VO<l from 
he (look ; and aa tho ocdia attanluMl to 
he Court ilnnlf worn ounaidorod to bo 
trongor and inort' Hootirn than thoao 
ungin^ to tho otatiornhomro on tho 
ippaaitn aide of Bow Strnnt^ tho ptiaonor 
van oonHrgiuul to ono of thn f<iriuor> Jack 
Jmodloy waa timn pluccil in tho donk ; 
ind hia own confeiudon wa« iiominitted 
,0 take hiti trial for tho murder of an 
ddorly poraon who patau‘d by thn name 
)( Smith, and who svaa lodging at Ida 
K)uoo in Lambeth nomn timo bank. But 
m wan given to umloratand by thn 
imgiatrato that tho promian hold out by 
Jm Hcorfdary of Htato wauld no doubt 
.)0 fulllilli il towardrt him. AB tboao pro- 
jendingH mutupioil tho magiatrata until 
marly night (/(dock in tho evening : ho 
Hi at thn ninrk of tho ooint hjid no hunuio 
to <iomnimmn thn dopoMiiionB in tlm 
Borkor H oaHo until tliiaio in Jack Smed- 
loy^i luui hi'iMi oninplntntl in order that 
tho latter might bo tramiforrcd to Horso- 
taongor Lano Gaol. 


(JIIAPTEU CXV. 

TllK OlSXiL, 

It happHUorl that at tho time, Barney 
tho Butknr whb atnnding at tho dock at 
Bow StrcOti tho Dnko of Marohinont 
waa viftiting Covnnt Garden Market, fn 
order to purohaae ft hamlaomo pre«ent 
of frultrt and flowers aa a proBont for 
Mra, Oxendon, whom it wim vitally 
Important that ho ahould oonclUate by 


ovory moana whioh auggeated them- 
eclvoB-^either by Hubatantial bounties or 
by agreoablo jitllo attentinriB. While he 
was ongngod iiv making those purohaeea, 
tho rumour roaohed his oars that the 
notarioua Btirkcr had been arrowtod in li 
Jowiidi garh, and was thou under exft« 
minaiinn at Bow Street, li'or an instant 
a oold terror noized upon the Duke of 
Marclimont: but tho next mom out ho 
!tdlooti‘d that tho priannor would not 
eoarcoly for hia own sake — and at least 
not in thifl early stage of tho proceed- 
inga— eonfo.qfl to^obher orimoa than that 
with wiiioh ho waa ohar^ed : for the 
Hamo poniini who montionod in the 
fiuitcroi’o whop tho oirouinabanoo of the 
Burkor’a oapturo added that tho rnagia^ 
irate was inoroly i^ooliing to eotablish 
bin iih'iitity in order to transfer him to 
Liverpool. 

The Diiko, having paid for hia pur- 
ohaaca^ and intimated to what nddreaa 
thoy ivere to bo sont, iaauod from tho 
marlcot. Ho diamitiHod his oiirriage, 
whioh was wailing for him ; and wonder- 
ed for Homo little while about tho 
udjiooab strootu, roflooting upon the 
oonnu) whioh it wore expedient for him 
to j>iirHUo; for ho felt how neoessary it 
vvaH tliat he should render the villain 
Homo kind of aHaifibunoe if pooaiblo. At 
lengili his mind wus made up ; and he 
lookod about liiia for a shop wboro 
arbiolcMi of ironmongery wero sold, He 
spoudily found one ; and eiUoring it| 
made u variety of purohaaea, amounting 
to tho valuo *(){ several ponndo. Ho 
ordered thorn to bo aont to his manaon 
in Belgravc Square,— ^it the aamo time 
depoaildng hia caul upon the oouritor to 
iiidioalo who ho waa. Bub while the 
shopman, having made many obsoquiouB 
how« on reading tho name upon tho oardi 
wuB making out tho roooiptr the Duke 
ubatraotod a filo from tho oouhfcor mC 
conooaled it in his pooket, As a matte 
of oQurao this theft wna not perpetrated 
for the miaorable purpose of evading the 
payment of a f'ow pence for the file ; the 
largo purchusoH wliinb tho Duke had 
mado wore merely a pretext for hia visit 
to that flUop— but ib did not auit his 
purpoao to inelude a file amongab those 
puroUttses, He therefore Btealtnily help- 
ed himaeU to one. 

laBuing from the shop, the Duke re* 
turned into Oovent Garden Marketi Jt 
order to pick up wlmisoever fresh in 
formation ho Ouuld in rospeot to thi 
prooBodinga at Bow Street; and he nov 
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learnb that the Bnrkor, having ndmitted 
hifl name and idenlityi was niidor order 
of removal with th^^ leant ponnihlo delay 
to Liverpooh The Duke however found 
that another oaflo-— namely, that of Jank 
Slnedley— waBoooupyingtho maMiatmto’a 
attention, ard that great orowda were 
oollootod in tho oourt and in the otroefc 
He nooordingly loitered about tho iioif^h- 
bourhood until thia oafio won torruinafnd 
and tho crowds had dmperaod : lui then 
repaired to tho Bow Street policn.oJllen 
and inquired for the magiatnito. But hio 
worahip had JuBt taken hifl dnpariuro; 
and tlie Duko wafi roforrod to tho In- 
epeotor. 

On being conduotod into the Innpco- 
tor*H room, tho Ouko of Marchmorit gave 
his card, and at once exporionood tlio 
moat cringing civility* 

“Being, in Oovont Gardon, Market/' 
Bald hifl Grace, aflauming a oaroleoB off- 
hand manner, **I happened to hoar that 
a notcrioiiR criminal diaguinod ne a Jew 
had boon tide afternoon arrontoii in a 
particiilor Htrect at the Woat End of the 
town, Now, I have n otrong rmiHtin for 
wishing to have a sight of thin iudivi^ 
dual, if it bo not in oentravorition of 
your rules or rogulationo/^ 

“Certainly, my lord/' amuvered tho 
Inspector with alow bow; ♦•yon eludi 

see the man. But might I ask’ 

*<Oh, ycfll there ib no fioorct in the 
matter/' responded the Duke with a 
smile/ '*I was about to explain myself, 
The fact ie-~-But, Ah I douhtloss, now 
I bethink mo, tho prlsionerVi peri:<()ii was 
Boarohodr' 

“To be sure, my lord/* rcpliod the 
Inspector- 

“ Then you can tell mo wliother a 
diamond ring/* oontinuod the Duke, 

•• was found about hiin -a ring set with 
ft flingle diamond*——** 

“No, my lord/' answered tho Inspec- 
tor, A very oonelderablo Burn of 
money in notes and gold was found upon 
the prisoner— but nothing elwe of any 

value, May I aek why your Grace ** 

“Tobo feurol” ejaculated the Duko, 
with au air of most oondeaoending frank- 
ness! ft few words will Buflloo to ex- 
plain the matter. I happened to he 
pasBlng this aftornoou through tho very 
identical street where tho protondod Jew 
was feubBoquently arrested; and beliov- 
jng him to be really what be Boomed, 

I Btopped to give him alms Eor thla 
purpose X took out my purse ; and in bo 
adtog/d«w ofl my glove* I bestowed 


norue furmll coin upon hiowand con, 
tioued my wjty Mcarmdy Imd I roaohod 
tho end of (he f f ront, when I rniflsod n 
diamond ring from my liuuur. I 
tf)lm(»l>ly (inriafn i nni-it have Uhooni 
uninnaly drawn it off along with my 

glovi' “ ^ 

“ No doubt of It, niy lord/' olmoryod 
tlio Inepoolor, 

“I haotiUM-el back to tlip apot, whore I 
found tho nemniMg J/'watill Htiimlino* 
and I nMlc(ei him if ho hed nhflprved a 
diamond rim? lying in t he nlrout uffcorl 
luvd left him ? Me eimwoj od iu tho 
negativo: hut it etrm !; (ee at the time 
there waa Homo eoufiHi<Mi m tim fellow's 
manner “ 

“No doubt of it, my Imd I* auid tho 
luBfuelor; *‘ v<uu* Gra<*(» mnv depend 
nr»on it that t)m anoupulrel fiimu! tho 
ring." 

♦' l*hat id wind; I have einne to artoor- 
tain/' Htud the I)(jke. ** Hut if it were 

not d|nm>v(wr<l nprm hie penmn - * 

«' NevertImleoH, my lord, he has got 
it/* hdernijded the Imiptudi^r : “roHt 
aHimred he hiui got it 1” 

“ Got it r* Huld tlin Duke, an'otinga 
bewildt red air, 

*♦ 'i'o be mire, my lord I * rejoined tho 
oflioial, “Of uourae ymir (Iraen ia ig- 
norant tif tho trlaks thuMO Hoouiidrehi are 
up to : but tliora oaa ti(» mi douid, that 
he Hwallownd the ring/' 

“Ymi don't flay iml' ejitculatud 
Maiehmoiit, miw puUjiig on a look of 
immeniie aHtoniahmmit, 

♦'Or elm. pert»apa,’' added the IriHpcfe 
tor, ♦ it ia juat pnHidhh, f bat he may 
have no eleverlv etnieeuled it in «on)0 
part of hie tlreaH, lhat it oae jpotl (ho 
notine of the omifdablo who aearulnHl 
idm, 

*' Ah ho is now in a pofiitlon in whicli 
tho ring eau lie of no pmuiiblo uao to 
him/' eoiitinuml (be Duke, “ho may 
porhapi bit innludeti to give it up to me 
— fliippuHing your latter suggeatlon to bo 
Uio true one, and that he ban It oon- 
oealcd about Ida pernon. It Ih not for 
the value of tho rlnu in u peounlary 
soMBiV' dmt It was glv:)n lo me by a 
dooeased relative — " 

“ I wjll go mid H[ieak to tho prisoner, 
my lord/' oxolalmcd the Tusp&otnr. 

/‘Thank you— I nball fool gratoful/* 
said the Oukoj and ho Buffered the 
liispontor to get as far as the door/ ere 
ho oxolalmod, ♦* But when I think of it, 
tlie villftitt is muoh loss likely to aoknowf 
leage the Iftot to you than ho Is to m$ 





Perflona of hia invariftl)l,v 

!{[i 0 fuiiotioiiftrioH of il>o law in llii> liiJiUl 
'ofonomitiB wlioni fcl'oy Imvo a rif-lih lo 
ba 01 a and floli '‘fc <l<dlaiioo to tlio uttiio-it 
ol llioir {)ow()r.” 

"XfKOioy tlio liiiipootof i 

nthia is uufortiinikloly too itmoli tlio 

‘f iVoll onnliuuoil tlui 

fluko, l woro to 0 (H) tho follow* 
ujjglit porh>W>'^ * vvhiuh ho 

ffoiiid not (in fur yun/^ 

'iff your huN no <it>Ji'otinn to 

atop aoroHH thn ul root in thn ooll wlioro 
ho ia ooJiilnocl : ^ur 1 10 ^ 101 . that 1 huvo 
UOttUo powor to onlor hi/H to hu l^ruught 
horo into your Uraoo’n inotuumn/* 

'* Noithor wuuUl 1 IniV*) you cli) nnoh n 
thing,'* oxohUuuui tho DuUn* i wiN 
aooowpauy you/* 

Tho luHpootur howod; nu^l M irolnuout 
ffout with hiiu aoronH thu hu ooI, tutho 
polioo olUoo, 1‘roouiing Dm k»^y from 
tho gaolpr^nnd a huitnrn, or 

bull*ii oyOi in ilia hanil tlm In ijiootgr 
oonduotud tho J>uko of Mandoaoitt to 
tho buok part of Dm protnmoui wliuro a 
low door nilmittiHl thtnii into a narrow 
ilttlo yard --or rat hor uuoovoruU paunugo 
***<wliionuo tho uuliH o|H)uod. 

your Graon Hp(jak to him 
through fclio wiokot V' (iukod tho liinpoo- 
tor in a wniopor : or will your loWlohip 
entor tlio mdi r* 

"0h» with your punaiyainn I will 
ontor it,” ropliod tho Uuko; for thorn 
ho mtiy [luuoihly roongnmo mo aa having 
given him alma to day/' 

•'1 am afraid, iny lord,” whlaporod tho 
Inapootor, ** that if your Graoo oxpootH 
aoy display of gratitudo ua thataoouuiit, 
you will bo d loappoiniod ; for ho l« ono 
of Wio moat diaboUoiU Huouudrola ua yot 
unhung, 

** Wo oan but try/' roupondod March- 
toout* *’ I auppuHu ho is ohaimni 1 * 

^'Uc ia only manaolod, my lord J ho 
hftB got handouitfj upon him j aad thoso 
we ounaidcr aulUoiuut to onauro hia eafo 
ouatody | ospocially when your Graoo 10 
Informod that tho aoUa aro of ooaaiUora- 
blofltroogth/' 

j Having thus spokon, tho luapootor 
junlookod tho door of tho cell ; and ao ho 
[lluug the light of tho bulPa oyo laaldo, 
jthe JJurkor wna diacovorod aittiwg up()« 
|he woudou buuoh and raoliniog back m 
|hoanglo td tho wallSs Ho sUU rataioed 
|ii« dfaguiau'^-wUh tho oxuoptioa of tho 
fig, Which iliad boon taktm oil bofoiro ho 
li^ood in tho dock In tho palioo^oourt } 


iw 

but tho long groy board and mousfcaoho 
o()ntinuo(i ailixod to tho bwor part of 
hhi oimntonanoo, 

‘•Woll, I my,** growlGcl tho Barker, 
not immodiately njoogni&ing tho Buko of 
Maruhiuont, *'aro any of you ohap 0 
non) irig to bring mo «omo hot water to 
got nil tills ouruod board ? I know as 
how my fauo iHi/t a worrybmaomo one ; 
)mt that s no roanou why X should have 
pool ulf all till) skin and leave my chinas 
raw m a bit of biillook’a liver/' 

** I will Hoo that you have water pro- 
smitly/' uaiil tho Inspootor ; ** it haa no 
doubt liemi forgotton in tho hurry of 
business. Uore*u a goniilomau who 
wirthcfi to w()()alt to you." 

»* A genilumaui exclaiinod tho Barker. 

** Who, tho devil ' 

♦♦ Lend mo tho lautoru, Mr* laapootor, 
if you pJoaQO,** eaid tho Duke, purposely 
epmikmg duliberatoly so that his voioe 
might ho rooogniooii by the Burkor,— 
who his Grace know full well, would be 
ehruwd and cautious enough not to ahow 
any inoonvoniout sign of rouoguition. 

Marohmoufc entered tho ooll with the 
buirs eyes ; and for a moment holding 
it so that its light foil upon his own 
features, ho darted upon tho Barker a 
look which enjoined prudonoe and 
oaution : so that Barney, at ouoe taking 
tho hint, inwardly rejoiood at the 
presence of his Graoo, coaaiJorod that 
boat thing ho could do was to remain 
HitciU and . take liis quo from tho noble- 
man, 

J)o you not reoollooti’* ooutinued 
Marohmout, “thabX stopped and gave 
you a sUdling to-day, when you were 
Htandiug in the stroot ?” 

»‘\Voil, X think I do/ replied the 
BurUor. 

<* And you rouiombor that I returued/' 
continued hia Graoo, '♦and asked you 
somothiog about a rmg V' 

*» WoU, I do reoalleot auinmut of that 
also,” was tho priaouor^a response < 

And you ciony having Boon that ring 
which I dropped r' 

•* X'o be sure ; oauso why I didn't see 
It" 

'*! know you said bo at the time/' 
ooutinued tho Duke of yiarohmooti '*bufe 
1 had my doubts then-— and I have them 
still more strongly now. Oome, my man, 
ootifoBB tho truth. That ring Ib of no 
use lo you — . 

•‘Not a bib,** rapHod the Barker, 

« But ib la much valued me/* prooeod- 
(ad Marohmonb, beoauso it waa a gift 
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from ih relative who is now no more. 
Situated as you are, unhappy man- 
II yen—a dnviliuh pretty sitiwation it 
10,” Bnid the Burkor. •' Nioo oany 
this— plcuaut airy coll— no flinoli of the 
dralno-plonty of good grub -a bottle of 
the best wiuo—aiui a flot of uay'iiothink- 
to-nobo(ly kind of followe that dooBn*t 
take you by the Horiill of tho iiouU and 
aUjvoyou along whoa thoy wante you 
to move from piuoe to plaoo«* 

“ Oomo, none of your noneonBO, now I 
exolalmod the Inspootor Bhiirply ao ho 
atood juat bohind tho Duke. 

'• 01, 1 thai'a you, Mr. Jaokdn olltoo-*- 
ia it ?” said tho Burkor. 

” Bray do not irritii.o him,” whiaporod 
tho Duko haatily to tho ofllloiol. ” I am 
sure ho haa got my ring ; and I think I 
oan do Bomothing with him;”-— then 
again turning to thn Burkor Marolunout 
aald, •' Ooino, iny man, it will do you no 
good to deny tho faot.” 

” Woll, I’ll loll you what it ia,” in- 
torruptod Baruoy, who wan at an Iohh tn 
oonjeoture that tho Duko wantod to 
apeak to him alone ; if ao bo as I vo 
got aummut to toll, 1 uhan't toll it in tho 
proaenoo of that Juok*in.olBoo. Ho’a 
inaultod ino — ho’a wounded my foolin’s 
In their moat aouaitivo pint— — ’ 

" Mr. Inapeotor,” whiapeiud the Duko, 
DOW again haatily turniiig towarda tho 
offloiftl, '■ may I vonturo to bog that you 
will juat atop away from tho tiu’uahuid of 
tho door?” 

” To bo Buro, my lord," roapondod tho 
oiBoor, who waa all obaoqulouanoaa, ”1 
do really believe your Graoo will manage 
tho fellow yet i but if not I will have 
hia peraou aearohod onoo more.'* 

" Meanwhile tot mu try what I oan do 
whispered Marohmont. 

The Inapeotor inatantanoouely quitted 
tho threshold of Iho open door, and 
began paoing to and fro in the little 
yard, purposely making hia boota stamp 
heavily on the pavement, ao us to oou> 
vinoo the Burkor that ho was no longer 
listening. 

" Oomo now, my good man,” onid the 
Duko, thus speaking in order to koop up 
appearanoos in caao tho Inapeotor should 
oveihoar what was passing, " You may 
as well give mo up that ring; and i 
money ia now of any aervioo to you, I 
shaii eheerfulty pay for the restoration 
of a jewel on which laetao much value,'' 
H, While thus speakiog, the Duke of 
At|i;olb,mQOb prodqoe4 the flU'^oh 


a momont whou tho Inspootor'a (ooU 
Btop.'! Houmlod from tho oxlromity of the ! 
liltlo yard : mid at tho natuo time hia 
Graoo bon I. a tdKiiiHuunt look upon the 
Burkor. Tho priotmor olubohod that fUn 
— noddoil luiowiiigiv - and iliurat it into 
hia vvniiitoiiafc.paokot. 

” I’orhaprt they will noon noaroh you 
again 1 " liustily whioporod tho Duke; 
and thou bo at mioo oxolaiiuud aloud, 
'■ rids ilonial is ridioulouH I 1 know you 
inttsl bavo my ring,” 

"Of oounio ho ban,’' muttonsd the 
Inapoolor, wlio itaugbl, tlmso wordu whdo 
turning round ohiiio by Ibo door. 

" No — thoy won't Hoaroli luo again,” 
was tho qiiiok wbiiipor wbioh now oamo 
from llio Burlior 0 li{iH. 

” 1 toll you lliat it ia UHtdosa to persist 
in tbia doriial,” cxolniinod tho Duko; 
tlioii taking a diamond ring from bis 
poukot, lio addetl in a low nndor-touo, 
" Give it op to mo in a a fovv minutos." 

•‘1 toll you I havtm'l. got itl" 
vooiforalod llio Burkiu' aa lio roooivod 
tho rmg and nodded otgiiiliaaiitly. 

<’ Bur. all uppoaranoort are against you, 
my man,’' lojoinod tho Dnko; Ihon 
again KiwoHng Ida voiuo, he hastily 
mlJed, *• If you Hummed in osoaping, 
write to mo— .and I will send you more 
numoy;” — 'ut tho aaino timu ho thurst 
aoino oom|)iuitly uruHhml up bunkmotos 
into tho mirtoroaiit'a band- 
Ttiero waH a forllier Hoinbtnnoe of 
aaiiuBallon and romouHtraiioo on the part 
of tilt) Duko, as widl uh of itbuidy duuial 
on that of the Burkor, -'Uiitil at length 
the nohleman, nu if yiuldtng to a iU of 
angry impivtienou, ojaoulalud, “It la no 
uBo, Mr, Inspootor ! I oan do no good 
with ihle follow.” 

“ I was afraid not, my lord," obaorvod 
tho oillour, now returning to tho tbroB< 
hold of the door, *' Vou ouglit to bo 
aBhamod of yourself, to Iruat hia lord* 
uhip in this muunor.” 

“Ula lordBhIp?' ojauulatod the Butf 
koci ’’ how did I know ho w«a a lord? 
You said fust of all he was a gonulmau," 
“It IB no leas u pursoimge than hil 
Qraoo tho Duko of Maruhiiiont,” replied 
tho Inapeotor oatcmtullously. 

“Woll— ft duko may do a poor dovll 
Home good.” Htttd the Burkor; ‘ao here 
guea I Just put your Uingors, my lord, 
inside my veakit— right undurnostb this 
ouaHod old gftbordlne; ond there you’ll 
find A sUt in the liultk.” * 

The Duke handing the bull's oyo to 
the Inipeotor, advanoed towards th| 
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priflonoi’i ftinl aWootod to bo furnblinfj 
amongst hia yarTnonia in oonroh of tho 
piaoo of oonooalment whioh Inid boon 
flesoriliod, ’ But it who in roality from 
tho waistooat pookot that bo took tho 
ring; and turiiini); iowardn tho Imjpootor, 
tho noblmnjjn dioplnyod it with a look of 
joyoufl flatlHfaotion* 

* <'I oongratuhito your lorduhip/' iiaid 
tbo oinoiab who vvao himiudf higidy do- 
lightod with what lio ooiiooivod to bo 
tho GUoooHHful roNult of a prooooding at 
which he had luatoriaily amuutod. 

Muoh aa I am horrified at thiB man’o 
oharaotor and orlmoo/' naid i ho Dnko, 
yot if thnro bo any way in whioh T oan 
temporarily arnoliorato hio oondition 

while ho in in thl« piaoo ** 

There in nothing, rny lord, whiehyou 
oan do in that roapoot/* oniuvorod tho 
Inapootor. *'Ilo will bo removed by tho 
earlioflt mail train to-morrow to Liver- 
pool: and in thiei ooll ; moat tio vomain 
until tho hour of dr^parluro/* 

<*Woll then, there \n nothing X oan do 
for him/* ul^iiorvral tho Doko: then 
turning to the Ibirkor, he added, “Un- 
happy man, I hope yon will ropont of 
what yoti h/tve done I*’ 

Having tinio exproBiiod hirnaolf with a 
monBiruua hypooriiiy and diHaimnlation, 
tho Duke of Maridimont from tho 

coll. 

“You ahall have hot watnr almoat 
immodiaicly,** Huid tho limpocdor, pann- 
ing for an inatant oro he looked the door. 

“ Thatik*oo/' uninvorod the fhirkor : 
“ but lt*o ton Into now. XM muoh ray- 
thor ho loft to go to aloep quietly, if m 
beFm to wtart of ho thundering early in 
tho morning/* 

e But you require fund lx fore you go 
to Bloop/* naid tho Inapentor 
‘‘Not a mouthful —and not a drain/' 
rejoined the prlHonor gruflly# *‘00 you 
think a feller huH got any attuuaoh whoa 
ho le In Buoh a prooiou/i plight ae thiB ? 
I wlah youM Imivo rne to myBolf*--“Ua(Uo* 
turhod'— to fl loop away my had thoughtB; 
and thou I ahall thank you/* 

“ Vory well, anaworod tho Inspootor , 
“ you fthall not bo diBturbed — and bo 
then looked the huge door of tho oolh 
Afl the Duko and the oiliolai isaued 
forth inlu iho otroet again, tho latter 
Bald in a Borvilo manner, “ See, my lo?d, 
what it la to have great titles If I hadn't 
happanod to have told thai follow who 
your lord&hlp ia, ho novw would havo 
given up the ring/* ; - 


“ And afl X am indebted to you for so 
muoh civility and attention.** roapondod 
Marnhmoiit, “ you mnot not fool it an 
immlt if I proffoe you some liulo token 
of my gratitudo.” 

At iho oau.o time hia lordship thrust a 
ton pound note into tho luBpootor’a 
hand : and then hurried away, as if for 
the purpnso of outting abort tlio thank* 
whioh the recipient of thio bounty began 
of lo profTor, 

But let iiH return to the Barker 
Sonrooly had tho door of tho cell again 
olociod upon him, when ho gave a sort of- 
hound upon hia aoafc, ao if fco afford 
obultition to hia hitherto pont-un feelinga 
of delight. Not only had he now in hia 
poflHOflflion a little instrument by tho aid 
of wbioh much might bo done, and tho 
important dood of an oscapo perhaps be 
offooted ; but he had like wise tho assur- 
anoo that tho Duko of Marohmont was 
not abandoning him to his fate, but that 
be wfifl intorocting himself in him, 

“ So/‘ aaid tho Burkor, thus oonbinu- 
ing the train of hia ideas, “if tho worst 
oomoH to tho worst and I don’t get out 
of limbo now, but find myself oast for 
death at laverpool, there’a a nobby oovo 
ao will stand my friend : and I shouldn’t 
wonder if he was to bring the case of 
Mr. Barnofl Eequiro afore the Houbo of 
Lords, and rny ns how it would be a 
thundering Bhame to put ho useful a 
gonolnia?^ out of tho way by making hia 
neck acqnaintod with a thing that*s only 
/It f(jr a boss or a hasH— a h alter to wit. 
Ah' I jt’fl a blcflHo<I good thing to have a 
Duke an ouo’b pulj for soamhpw or 
another ho ‘0 sure to get me safe out of 
this preoimifl tnees that Tm in. And it 
flo he X do oomo off soot free, 1*11 hunt 
out that anoakiug, snivelling raHoal, Jack 
8rnodloy ; and Fll havo his life as sure 
as hift name*s what it is. Perhaps I shall 
go aeroafl the water at tho oountry’s ex- 
pense — juftt afl our great ambaasadorfl 
tmvolB for nothing— or as them dirty 
soaiupfl of Gorman Prinoesa does when 
they oomee over to visit their pals at 
ViudHor Caotlo or BuokinKham Palace, 
And if I do go out in that there honour- 
able manner to Wan Diemen’s Land or 
Australia, m muoh tho better for my 
roflolvo to wring that feller Jack Smed- 
ley’s neck: ooe why, he’s certain to bo 
lagged And if I’m let free altogether 
through my friend the Duke— or if 00 
be I escape to-night— blowed if I don't 
etart off at my own expense— that is, at 
the Duke*0— but it’s just the same thing; 



and Vil never rest fctll I cook Jaok 
Smodley'fl gooflo/' 

The Burlier flottitiraoo hud a habit of 
mufiing uB well au of talkinf]; in a (drain 
that wuB horribly and ferookiuoly 
huwouroua: and suoh waa tho inood 
that ho found himflolf in now, A fiiiuhy 
darknoDB prevailed in tho null : but if 
any eyes had been peering in upon that 
wrotoh, and if they ooiild have penetrat- 
ed tho CImmorion blaokncRB of the pinoo, 
it would have boon eoon ibat IHh noun- 
tenonoe exproased a diabolic HavagonoHB 
while he was thua meditating liin aohomod 
of vengofliioo in reapoot to JaokBmedloy* 

The Barker felt tho flio ; and l>y the 
touch ho know that it waa ono well 
Buited to hia purposo. Ho waw toleral)ty 
well asBured that ho would not at leant 
for the proaont bo intrudDd uponi inao* 
much aa ho rofiooted that wluitwoovor 
tho Inspector had promiBod in tlio pre- 
flonce of tho Duke of Marobmont, ho w«h 
certain to perform. Tho reader can have 
boon at no loaa to oomprohend the 
Burker'a niotivo in declining to have 
hot water Bent in wherewith to take olT 
his board, and likowiHo in refusing the 
refreahmenta which tho Inspector had 
proffered. He wiahod to bo loft entirely 
to himsolf, so that with tho least pcHsb 
hie delay ho might oornmonoo operations 
towards tho aohlevoraent of his eseapo. 
It was really truo, ub ho had staiiut to 
the con&tablo, that Im eould not take off 
hie beard without the use of hot water : 
for the adhesive matter oliuig tight in 
theskin, whloh it would assuredly pool 
off if it wore attempted to remove llin 
beared by violenoo. And tlion, too, It 
must bo observed that tho Barker had 
not bseu shaven for two or throe days ; 
BO that tho false board had a partiouiar*. 
ly powerful hold on tho natural stubbly 
growth over all tho lower part of his 
face, 

STot many minutos elapsed after the 
Duke of Marohmont and tho Inspeotor 
had quitted tho ooll, bofor tho prisoner 
'^now oonvlnoed that everything wan 
again quiet— began to file away at ono 
of the handcuffs. The operation of 
severing the iron waa not a very long ono, 
although ho had to work somewhat at a 
disadvantage from tho fact that hla two 
bands were kept by the connooting chain 
Inoonvenlentiy eloso together. But when 
one ring was thus suodorodi and that 
hand was free, the otker manaolo was 
eaten throngh with 


tho biting tooth of (ho Hie. SoArooW 
wuH this tuMlv ueuomplijdiod, and Juafcag 
tlio Hiirkor wan boiniiing to rub iii g|oo. 
fnlnesM the ImumIh tlnit wcio thus liberal* 
ccl,— wiuiii be linavd the door of tho Httlo 
yard open, 

To slip Ilia Inmda tbroiigli (bo 

again to oonocjil Ihc file — fo stroioh 

biiuBolf upon the bcholi- and to begin 
to breathe with a bmivy rcgnlurlty 
well an with a <uwlain tmnal H(Mnu1,--al| 
tboHii won* the work of n luoincpt, Buj 
rttill the ibirknr wan nal/ed with dire 
alarm, h at any olliidal alunild enter Iho 
durjgooii to oxamiiu^ wliidJier bis hand, 
culVa worn ail rlghi, |(n hoard boavy 
footfdopM appinnebing: tlu'y Hloppodnt 
the door of ilia cell ; and then the trap 
was pnolied open. 'Tho light of a buire* 
eye wan thrown Lhroujjb that trap Into 
the eelh und it a(rcarnr<l full npon 
Barney's (toutUeiiunoi*. He aHootod to 
wjiko up elmvly ; and nibbing bin oyos, 
growici) forlb, " What the devil (dd you 

do that for < *wliv imn‘t you let a foHor 

nloep?*' 

** I only wauled to see that you woro 
all right," ennwcr(*d (lio couataldo, who 
wan poojdng tbrougb (ho trap. 

•'All riglit indeed I" re,H)MOi(led tho 
Burlier, ntlll in a grmvHrjg tone, a ( 
raytber think that Tin ail wrong and bo 
youM fancy toc), rny line fidb r, if you 
wnn looked \\\^ In thin mnuu d plane^ Why, 
it took mo lialf iiiidinur to edrupeno my* 
self to sloop un tlds hard plank; and 
now ycu*ve woke rnc up, it'll take rno 
another blenHed Italf hour to go off again.'' 

"I didn't mean In dlaturh ymi/'uri* 
Hwered thcoHleer; nndtbatn the rof^BOU 
that I looked through the tr/ip iuHtend of 
opening the door " 

Well, you're a (umHiderato genolman 
in your way/' rejoined Harney, I don't 
think an how the iax-payern of tbla 
bloHfiied country given you uliapn twenty 
bob a week a piece to eoioc walking up 
respoofcnblo people which l« taking Ihoir 
natural rest. Ilowsomever, I forgive 
you for one: and so now good night/' 

Having thus spoken, tho Hurkor turn* 
ed round upon the herd boneb again, 
and (iiffooted to ho endeavouring (o com* 
po«o himself off to Bleep. The ocnslablo 
(dp«ed tho little tmrndcor; and Immodi* 
atoly afterwards tho Burker caught tho 
sound of the yard*donr shutting likowUSr 
Ho started up from tho bon oh ; aod ofil 
oamo tho manaoles again, Ills proooed* 
Ings*— at lonst the next proooodHng whioh 
bo bad to adopt, was alroady aotthdin 
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tlamind. He Icnow ihoRO eoUeofolcI; 
iod he wan woll acquuiiUod with tho 
(efttiireH, the uimn^ornonto, and tho 
poDition of all adjanunt buildin^H, Thoro 
wao DO upper atoroy to tlio litUo ntriio- 
turo oontainin^J 5 the oolla; tho roof wao 
Iminecihitoly above hia head ; and in that 
quarter it waa that ho purpoaed— or at 
least hoped to bo enal»lod to c3n'oob hiH 
jgroas. 

Iho ooll waa tolerably hi^^h ; and there 
no movable foiitniturn in it which 
bo could UBO to raine hinmolf upon or to 
liialfo avaibilde an a abandinf' plaoo. But 
|^ thifl reapect hie, plan of jirooeeding wan 
ftlso oottlod : ho lia<l well woi/^hod and 
pondered ilm point when at hia 

hamlouffn. In the flrot plaoo, by tho aid 
of tho illo ho diHlod).vod a hrlok in tho 
vail at tho height whioh suittod Ida 
pnrpoBO and at about two feet dintant 
from tho corner or angle, thon ho did tho 
flftmo with a another brick in corroBpornb 
ing poHition in tlio wall whioh united 
with tho other ono to form that angle* 
Working in tho dark, tliOHO procoHHOO 
wore far longer than they would have 
bcon If ho had tlie hoiu^iit of light* Ilia 
next Blop wan to break ofT a portion of 
tho wood which edged the hard plank 
bed, or rather neat, on whioh ho had 
ropoaod himnolf wluMi tho ooiuitablo 
looked through tho trap»door. Ho had 
BO well oaloulatod the length of the piece 
of wood which he could thua detoolb in 
referrenoo to the diatiuuio betwcon the 
two holoQ^loft in the wallw by tho extrac- 
tion of tho briokR Unit tho ntout fragment 
oftimbor exactly fitted into tho apor* 
luroB provided for I in voooption* The 
reader will therefore uiulorataml that thifl 
piooo of wood formed tho haaiB of a 
triangle of which ilm two walla wore tho 
BldoB and the angle of tho wall waa tho 
apox J or in more aimplc torma, tho wood 
waa a Horb of hollow nholf Btretchlug 
from wall to wall, at about two feet from 
aoornori 

Standing upon fdiiB piooo of wood, tho 
Burkor whb onablod to oommenoo opera- 
tiona upon that part of tho roof whioh 
waa immediately over Uls head; and 
aided by tho file, ho apoodily forced a 
jbolo through tho lath and planter, With 
[iia hand h© oould fool tho tlloB \ and he 
(had now to dlalodge them in auch a way 
|hafe they »hou!d not elide down tho 
|loplDg roof and fall into tho ro»d’*--a 
liroumatanoe which might load to the 
iruatratlon of hie entire project of oaoape* 
Ifhorefore, after having raiaed the Breb 


tile with the utmoat caution, ho drew in 
each HuooGBsivo one through the opening 
thua formed, and dopoaitod it upon the 
floor of hia oolh Though he worked 
with all hifl oharaotoristid energy, yet 
wafl ho in a continued state of suspenBO ; 
for another vieit on the part cf a oon- 
otablc to tho littie trap in tho door would 
prove tho ruin of every thing. Thia 
visit WU8 not however paid; and thus 
tho Burkor worked on unmolested* 

At length tho opening was largo 
enough for him to begin passing himself 
through it ; and first protruding hia head, 
he looked carefully around to see 
whether tho ooaat was oloar. No one 
wua in the little yard— no ono waa look- 
ing forth from any of tho numerous 
wlndowa whioh, at tho backs of the 
adjacent houses, commanded a view of 
tho Bcono- At a abort diatanoe was tho 
roar of tho vaat structure of Oovont 
Garden Theatre; and aa tho Barker 
know that tho OBtabtishment was shut 
up at tho timo» a thought Btruok him* 

** If I could only get into that place,” 
ho said within himself, '^maybe 1 should 
have a choice of droBSOS: and whether I 
made my appearance in the streets ftB 
Harlequin or Bantaloon, it would at all 
GvontB bo a change from this cussed old 
black gaberdine and grey beard.” 

Having satisfied himself that ho was 
unobsorvod, tho Barker issued completely 
through tho aperture whioh he had 
formed in tho roof of his ooll; and he 
now Boomed to breathe tho air of freedom, 
Gathering up tho folds of his long 
garment In such a way that it might not 
enoumbor him nor impoed his progress^ 
ho crept along a wail, and olimbed to tho 
top of the somewhat higher building than 
that room which ho had osoapedi 
Another connecting wall brought him to 
another flat-roofed house ; and hero he 
came to a stand still. Tho place where 
thus found himsolf. abutted against a 
much higher building, to reach the 
Burnmlt of which there wos only one 
means visible— and thia was to climb a 
slanting leaden pipe* To do this, or to 
retrace hia way altogether to the roof of 
hia ooll and seek some other avenue of 
esoapo amidst tho mazio of building,— 
those wore the alternatives between 
which ho had to decide, With straining 
eyes he penetrated through the semi- 
obsourity which prevailed; and he 
thought he beheld Bujffloient to oouvinoe 
himself that the passage of the leaden 
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pipOi however desporato the vonturo 
mighb bo, was tho oouroo to bo adopted. 

Tho oourago of tho Burkor Imo boon 
before Bpokon of; and ao bio oounlon* 
anoea wore deapovato, thio natural 
courage on hia part waa now onhanood 
to a degree wliioh rendered him almost 
reokleaa, Ilie reflolvo wan thoreforo 
Dpoedily taken. Again lie guthorotl up 
the oid Jowiflh gaberdine in mioh a way 
that it might not impede hie progrron ; 
and then he oniruBted hiimjolf to tlm 
slanting pipe, in tho name epirit of 
venturoBorno deBporation with wliiidi a 
ahip-wreoked mariner olingn to tho plank 
which ifl iho only barrier botwoen hinv 
self and (loetruotion. Tlio reader will 
nndorntaml that thin louden pipe Hlf>pped 
up from tho roof whore tiie Burker had 
landed, to tho roof of the higher houne 
aguinflt which tho former building 
abullod; and it thtia ran dingonally aa 
it wore, or obliqiuoly, along the Invek of 
that loftirBt atruotnro. Wo may add 
thattluro waa junta BuHieiont interval 
hetwoon the j)ipo and tho brickwork to 
allow tho advonturouH fugitive to obtain 
a firm gruwp upon it ; — and now nuoocHa 
depended upon two condilionc— tho first 
being whether he could maintain hiu 
balance, and the Hooond whether tho 
pipe itBolf would bo Btrong enough to 
auppoithim, 

Firmly olutohing tho pipe with Ida 
hands, anil ouutiouHly uaing hie biwer 
limbs to sustain him in that poriloini 
poeillon, the Barker began crawling up 
thp pipe: hut thor(3 was a mumont when 
his heart almost failed him as ho looked 
down into tho frightful aby^ui to whioli 
would ho hurled if hlo bandc failed to 
retain there hoM, or if the pipe itaelf 
should give way. But etornly oompros- 
Bing his lips — aiui bruoing himsolf up 
with all luB oourago, tho Burker purauod 
his path of dangorr'-ausponded in mid 
air, and looking like some ooloBsal inseet 
that was orawling up tho buck of tho 
houBo, Several yards wore nooompliHhod 
—when one of the dreaded olui'^ioes 
agftiriflt him appeared about to roooivo a 
horrible realization ; for tho pipe began 
to bond^ So mortal a terror seized upon 
^the Burker, notwitliHtundlng tho daring 
nature of hiB dispCflitlou, and notwith- 
standing tho rooklocionosa of his ohar- 
apter, that for Mui instant ho felt Ms 
hands relaxing!- from the tightness of 
their graap ; J)Ut then the next moment, 
quick ufi thought, they tightouod upon 
with even a stronger tonaolty 


than hofovo- wiule hio lower llmW 
granp. d it iU)!ivulaivfi|y. 

But tho [)ipo wiu\ hmullng I To retreat 
wii^i iinpnHHit)lo : thorn waa no gliding uop 
eliding back from tlm pmdtion in which 
bo Inul placed himiadf. On ho must go 
iitall?itd<H anti vonturoH:— on ho muot 
gr) tlnmgh the next imi( luit should Boe 
the pipe a\idtJcrily /pvn way or break 
l>onculli him and phiii/p^ tho wretch 
headlong into tlin ahyiu) bahnv. Fnrtuuo 
however doloi fnincd to favour him t tho 
pi|)n iamt, but ilid not break ; hope 
grew airoiiKt'r in Ida brcaat and it woa 
witli a wild I brill of jiw tliat lio oould at 
length Bay lo biineolf bo waa aafe. HIb 
riglit biuid oluiched the lodge of the 
parapet {»f tho liigh building to which ho 
liad tiom vonturmiMly arul dnoperatoly 
oinunbenui up : a low inniantH morn, and 
he iitmal in safety on tho flat roof of that 
Imiblliiip Alinont ovonjorno by a Honflo 
of the danger from whieh he had { 3 i)oapod, 
and Hliuddering ul. the nmollentlou of tho 
hideoMU gulf whi(jh by meaiia of a frail 
])ipe he ba<l tlnm bridged, the Barker 
throw himself Hat npoit Ida buek on tho 
Uahj to repiiHO f(a' a few irmtauta ore ho 
punaiud Ida way. Brmnous though time 
W(i 10, yet the man umild not Imlp thus 
resting thoro for that brief Hpaoe. 


(JUAFriCH UXVl. 

TWO PJilliJNinK “ 

A oouphw of rooiuH on thoaououd door 
of one of the hoiuuui on tho samo lino 
with tlm How Street polieo oiUeo, wore 
iiihaidtad l>y a middle aged man of tho 
name of Bealljy. He whh a ohort thin 
aetive, dai^perdooking person. - with hair 
and whlakms that had onee been of a 
vivid red, Imt which worn now turning 
grey. He bad very sliarp, keen, piorolng 
eyes; and the ontlro uxprmiaion of his 
ommtonauoo indloated eunning and 
dupllnity. Ko was droHsed in a hows* 
what seedy suit of biftok ; ami his Upon 
was nob altogether of thu oloanost. 

Tho two rooms onmmuniuatod with 
folding doors, whiuh stood upon; and tho 
plaoe was most singularly crowded with 
arttoles which at the first glanou might 
cither ho taken for an assemblage of 
arohmologimU curiosities, or else for tho 
oontenfcs of a pruporly-room at a theatre, 
There were heimels, and shields, and 
weapons of all 8orl^-*-ouriou» ootfeumea-- 
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h 'furkinh uin’iiioiuiting tlio wihkI- 

eii friiinoworU on wliUtU n nianilMihrn 
robe wiui Rotl Indiun’n to- 

niftbftwk lyinK old I'-oiliionoJ 

Bnuliflh nimiluib -iinil a wltalitif^ horpoon 

keapii'K 00111 ^oulimu 

boff ftiifl ivri'owi'. 'i'lo'.ro woio old [jiooon 

ojohiiitv, nlidutiH, viiHOH, and (01)1111011 

briokbtttH 'lili’Kod (« 1)0 [mrfc 

of a roooidly diMoovoiod Utnanii wall 
III aotiio ])laoo <n' uiiothi r — liowlti and 
oupfl Ikot "'‘■I'l' loproHonJod toltavo liot n 
dug out of iloroiilaiiouni aiurPoiuiioii-— 
while II iiimoin.v io Klaim ouuo aiiiioared 
(0 bo fllariii(! will) oyoloun Hookola at- a 
gigimtio ukololon wldoli /^riiuiod at it 
from till) o|iiioii’l,(i wall. Thoro woro 
Blraiifio (lioooH of tboalrioal iioonory too, 
011(1 wliioii a louiill label loproaoiUod to 
hove 1)000 otuid at Ibo Itoyiil Opom iiiiiuo 
llttlo whito baok o dablndiod by tlio Kia(^ 
of tho 8 ao(lwiob InlarulM in Ida Majooty’u 
oepitai and, iu a word, tlio ooiitoiilH 
of tlioiiu two I'ooiua wore) of tho iiiuut 
jiiiHoollanooiiH and nn doubt of a very 
oiiriouH (loHoriptioii. 

By tho li«ht of u Holltary oandlo in 
Iho front aiiaitmOiit, Mr. Boiilby who 
drinkinit glti-and -water with le frioiul. 
ThiB friend waa many yoarn younger 
timn hiiiiHolf : indood ho was not nioro 
than llvo or oix and twenty : but ho had 
a aiokly dinHipatod look, iih if ho woro 
miioh botlor aeiiuaiutod with tho alooho- 
lio mixture whioh ho wao now imbibing 
then with regular and wholcBomo ihoale. 
Ho waa oxooiHlingly Hhabhy In Ida 
apparul and by tho otato of hia linon 
appeared to (iodhodo tho uonfidouoo of hla 
wnahorwoinan to a inuoli emalhtr dogioo 
than did ovon Mr, Boaihy hiniBolf. Thia 
individual boro tho Hurnamo ofLitnbor; 
but auiongat hi« frlondn and ocjuala ho 
Waa familiarly known hy tho diiuiuutjvo 
of Ida Chrialiaii uaino of Monjarniu. 

Wo Hhould obHurvo that Mr, Boalby 
bad boon out to paan tho ovouiug at a 
froo-and oaay, whoro ho had partakon of 
a chop aud a baked potato— 'thereby 
to UBO hli) own highly oxproBBlvo lang- 
uage, knooking dinner, tea and auppor, 
all Into ono. At this free and oasy ho 
kad ouoountorijd Mr, LUnbor, who waa 
an obi ftoquaintimoo, but whom ho had 
not Keen for aorao fow years. Remom- 
borlog that ho had a llttlo orodlt at the 
public. liouBo nearly fooing hla lodging In 
Bow Street, and that this orodlt waa 
good to tho extent of a bottle of gin 
and ball a dunou oigars, Mr, Boalby 
invited hla friend homo to partake of 


thoHo jofroHhmo.it8 — obaorving " that aa 
they hiid a grout doal to Bay to oaoh 
otlior, ttmy might juiit as well quaff 
tlioir bhio-niin and oinoko thoir weeds at 
liiit rooinij." Thitlior thoroforo they 
ropuii'od from the fruBk-aud-eusy ; the 
gill and tlio oigarfl woro procured from 
liiu puhlio houtju aforoaaid , and it bap- 
(idiiik) that just at tho time tho Barker 
WHO ongagod in oliiuliing up the pipe, 
Mr. Boalby and Mr. Limur woro sitting 
down to aujoy thomaolvos in tho apart- 
ment of the fortnor, . 

iMr, Linibor vyao proptirod by some 
llttlo aunvoroution during tho walk from 
the free inid-naay, to find hia fiiend’a 
rooniH uniiuinod with atrango objoota; 
and thoreforu on entoring those apart- 
moiila' ho wiiu not so much aatoniabod aa 
he would have boon if auddeuly intro- 
duuod iliithor without any previous in- 
formatiua on tlio point. At the same 
tiiuo, being aomowliab of n nervous 
temporamoat, Hon Limber liked tho 
HHpoot of tho mummy and the skeleton 
an little lie poHaihlo; aud ho sate with 
his baok toivards those objeots, while 
dluousaiug the giu-iind-wator, the oigars, 
and things in general, 

•' Why, how long is it since you and I 
mot, old follow 1" uskod Beaiby, when 
tlioy had boguii to make thomaelros 
ooinfortablo. 

A matter of eix or sovon yaorsi" was 
tho rosponao, "I was just fresh upon 

town then green— unoommoh green I 

—but I'vo piokod up a bit or two of 
oxporionoo sinoo." 

n ifou was a lawyer’s olork thou,” said 
Boalby. ^ 

"Yosi but I devitiak soon out the 
low,” replied Bon Limbor, " and wont 
upon tho stage. I starred it a bit iu tho 
provinoos as Mr. Sidney Howard Pita- 
plantagenot; but I soon gob tired of that 
sort of buslnoBB—and have boon knook* 
ing about tho world in various ways- 
till, betwixt you and mo ond the post 
I'am pretty near knookod down al* 
togothor." 

<• Well, wo muBt soe it we oan't knock 
you up again,” responded Boalby. “ It 
will be a devilish hard thing if^ two 
elovor ohapB liko you and me, oan’t put 
our heads together and do something 
good. You talked of your experience ; 
W they are nothing like mine I Why i 
my history would make suoU a book as 
never before was read I” 
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'<Well, whafc have you been doing 
sinoe yon and I last met V inquired Bon 
Limber* 

♦‘You should ratbor nsk vvhnti have 
not boon doing/’ rejoined the other, 
‘♦Fve dabbled in eycry thing. Let mo 
0 ee«-whafc was I when you flaw mo lantr* 

“You had juot gone through the In- 
flolvent*a Court, you know/* auRWorod 
Ben Limber, with a laugh; ’MuhI you 
waa in high feather. 

♦*Ah, to bo BuroP* obaorvod Mr. 
Bealby ; I was getting U|) an Influraiioo 
Company at that timo. 1*11 tell you how 
it was- I wflfl three months in the 
QuoeiPfl Bench before I wont with llow- 
ing canvass through the Court: and in 
the Bench I mot halLa-dozon capital 
follows, who agreed to join with ino in 
starting tho Insurance Company. So wo 
soon bad everything ready cut and dried; 
and we gave ouraolvos our roRpootivo 
flituations. 1 was to bo KoHidont Munager» 
with a Balary of four hundred a year; 
another waa to be Actuary: two others 
were to be Auditors : another woh to bo 
Vioe*Ohairman of the Board ; and lush- 
ing blade of a follow was to bo suigeon. 
So the raomoiit wo all got out, wo set to 
work and OBtablishod the eonoorn, 
Splendid offloofl— Capital, two hundred 
thousand pounds 1** 

♦♦The douool** ojaoulatod Bon I^imbor 
with a start of astouiehment* Where 
did you find' your oapitulistB ?** 

‘♦In imagination/* answered Mr, BoaU 
by, with a knowing look, “ Wo isHiird 
the shares: it was not at all dillllotilt-* 
nothing to do but to have so many slips 
of paper neatly printed. Wo gave two 
or three hundred o*piooo to^ourndvos, 
and five hundred to Lord Brummagem, 
who ou that condition booamo fcbo Chair* 
man of the Jioaid of Direotors. I oan 
assure you the whole affairs was moat 
splendidly managed I and for twelve 
months it wont on swimmingly/* 

^ *VYou don*t moan to say that you 
really issued any poUoioa V* observed 
Mr* Limber, 

mean to say,'* repllod Boalbyr 
“that wo issued four or five hundred 
poliolea during those twelve months, 
The grand seorot was that our modloal 
examiner took every life that offered 
itself^ no matter whether the applicant 
might be in the last stage of consump* 
tipa/* 

/ Jut when auy one died ?** said Mn 
Limber inquiringly, : / 


Fravul, my dear follow — fraud re*, 
epoiulod Mr, Bealby : “ that was our 
in variable muiwor. The ootnpany had 
been im[)OHcd upon — tho incuror had 
kept back uoitain fuetK; ho had lulinittod 
that ho spat blood ami had a nontinumiB 
haoking oouj/h, but ho had withhold tho 
important fact that ho oxporionood an 
inoofluant pain in hie great Uiesa 

you! <loatim oainn tumbling in at a 
frightful rate, becauso we ejiHun cl every- 
body, utuf we gave a perceniagn to our 
agontfl on every policy ilioy brought in, 
so that they were intercRted in getling as 
many uh pcm:iil>le, withont tho wllghtoRt 
roforonoo to tho vabm of tlm Uvos. 
The game would have lasted well 
enough, had it net boon that a eurhod 
woohly newHpaper l)egan to attack us: 
tho bumbardmeiit was eontinuous and 
irrcflistiblo : ho wo hdl t(\ pii oea. There 
was an end of tlm Univeral AnHuranoo 
Company for alt OhrisUindom.” 

“And what did you <lo next?** in- 
quired Mr. Limlior. 

♦' I advortiHiHl an income of four 
poundfl a weok for everybody who would 
eoud mo (Ivo ahillliigs* worth of poHtnge 
otainprt That waw my next dodge,** 
added Mr. Bealby, as In) nom|)laoontly 
whilfud liifl cigar, 

“I don*t quite underHtand it/* olxmrv* 
od his friomi dubiously, 

“Quito intelligible, my dear follow!'* 
said Mr, Bealby, “ I inHcided an advor-* 
tisoinunt la n nowspa(KU' offering to 
inetruot any one wlto sent me five shiU 
lings worth of post age stamps, in tho 
way of making throe or lour poutida u 
week, On roeeiving tho stainpH, I sent 
half a du»en praelioal reeelpiR,— one 
for making cheap glngerlieor~an other 
for Bodu-powdera-^a thinl for pomatum 
--a fourth for a dentlfrioo— a fifth for 
an anti-bilious pJII— a sixth for a cos* 
molio--an(l so on. Now obHorve I Tho 
odvortisemont cost me Boven-and-slxi* 
penoe«^it brought mo twenty letters 
containing the stamps^-thai was five 
pounds: deduot fcbo oxpooses for advor* 
tlsomont, tho little printed slips of 
roocipts, tho stationary and poBago for 
roplies---and I bad at least four pounds 
eight to put into my own pocket/* 

“ That was a tuoratlvo thing,** observ** 
ed Bon Limber, “Why did you give It 
upT' 

“ It gave me up/* answered Bealby: 
“ it wore itself out, A number of other 
fellows imitated the triok: they ohoap* 
^ned the thing^^they only asked for a 
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shllllng’a worth of (ifcatnpo: and no it 
soon oonfx'd tf» lio worlJi while to carry 
on (ho huniiiiuio ut all. 

« Well 'vhiit (lid you do iioxU’in- 
quirfld laiutior. 

“I ojwnod a muvanlo' haznar,” ro- 
spondod Honlhy. 

o Hut how ( ho (loioKt did you make n 
oonnoxion atnr.n/ptt lau'viiiila 'I” oxolairiuid 
Litniior. 

•‘I novor did niiiko any. lohttrpjod 
lialf-n-or<iwn for rojpHtorin/r oaoli iianio 
in my book; and, you noo. it who all 
olonr profit ” 

' W(dl, but tlioBO who paid, expoolod 
rooommondatioUB to plaoco f' 

•'Yoh— ami thny pot thorn too. I 
oopiod and addrotiHuit of ponioiai advor- 
(isiug in tlio iiiondnp jiaporo for do- 
nioBtioH; and (hat wan Iho way I 
mnnupod." 

“ Hut tho tldnp ootild aoarooly tnat,” 
said Liinbor. 

"No nmro it did,’ r(5plii)d Hoalhy 
with a (uiiilo ; "or (duo 1 ahould ho oarry* 
itig it on now. f wa» rathor tint fond 
of aoino of (ho protty aervant girla that 
(faiuu (o jiny i hoir (ooa ; and hotwixt .you 
and mo, Hon, tlio ooncorn waa Diiddtuily 
brokon up bv an nnploaHant liltto in- 
oidont whioh nooiirri d." 

•’ How MO ?’ naliod Ltmbor. 

" Tho foot IH, I waa had up hofor tho 
mugialidto on an aooiiHallon of trying to 
aniiloli a kiiai from a oortidn pair of red 
li])H : an invoatigation followod— tho way 
in whioh tho hiuiinoaa waa tmnaaotod 

wiiB hroupht (o light and whilo paHaing 

a month at tho tJomio of Gorrootion on 
aijooiint of (ho kiaaitig affair, I huti ainpio 
loiaoro to rclloot on what ahould bo tho 
now (lodge , ’ 

" And what did youdothon?" aalcod 
Hon Liinbor, 

‘‘1 oamo out of priaoa in Ruoh pro- 
oioua bad plight," roapondod Mr, Boalby 
" that 1 w«8 aoarcoly fit for anything 
oxoept to ttuiko inyaolf a viotlra." 

"A viotinj 1" ojnoulutod Hon- "A 
victim of wimt ?” 

'• A viotiiu of roligioua poraooution," 
answorod Mr, Boalby. ** Don't you boo, 
was a (radaatuan from tho north of 
England who had beau diatrnined upon 
for Ghurah ratoB : oiid coaialing tho olaim 
upon principle, waa taado a piortyr to 
tho oauBO. I had oomo up to London to 
?et flomo Mom her to proBont a petition 
to Barliumont on ray behalf ; but hoeing 
:eduoed to diatroaa, wan obliged to opply 
to the Bitting raagistrato at one of the 


polioo oourta— taking very good oaro 
howovor not to address myaelf to the 

inittod mo in tho kiaaiiiK oboo Well mv 
Hlory waa bolioved! I had ten ahill’iS 
ll.von rno from Uio poor-box; and Z 
next day tho oaao was in all the papera, 
Roapootablo man’—'diaf-roBsod*^ and 
oaroworn appoaraneo'-^-and a|| that sort 
of tiling. It told admirahly ; and aub- 
HonpHona pourd in -A. B O.’aont two 
poumla: -A Lady> flvo pounds; -the 
Earl ofX ton pounds: -A Dissenter’ 
ouo gumoa; and ao forth. An elderly 
Qnakor forrotod mo out and took me to 
hifl houHo. I rooolved tho flrat subaorip- 
tiona from tho raagiatroto; they atill 
kopt pouring in— but I never got any 
moro; for his worahip in the meantime 
had written to tho north, and had learnt 
that my tale wan « p,„o fabrication. 
Iho Quaker reaontod a Httlo familiarity 
of which I waa guilty towards hia nrottv 
domuro-lookiog daughter, from whoso 
Iip«l 8..ught a kiss: ond so, all things 
oonaidorod, I was compelled to boat a 
rotront into anotlier noighhourhood." 

" And what did you do then t" inquired 
Hoii Limhor. ^ 

I could not immediately settle my 
mind to anything," auawored Mr. Bealby; 

' and so tho money elipped away before 
I waa woll-propared with a aoheine for 
making more. At Joab, driven by neoes- 
flity , I tooi{ to iienny-a-iiniog for n aprirt- 
iiig nowapapor. It was hard work enough: 
but 1 got a good insight into turi wottorB 
•—though I did not muoh reliah tb 
vooaiion. 1 was thinking of giving u 
tho nowapaper— when a vaoanoy for . 
Prophet suddenly ooourred.’’ 

" A prophet ojaoulatod Ben Limber, 
biB eyes staring wide with astonishment. 

"YeB— to be sure I ' said bis friend 
coolly—- ' a Prophet at a weekly salary 
of two guineas. You don’t twig, I see. 
Well then, 1 mean a Prophet to predict 
the winning horseo at all forthcoming 
raooB." ® 

" Ah, I understand I" said Bon Limber. 
"But how long did you keep that 
Bifcuation 

"Only six months," responded Mr. 
Boalby; ' for the truth is that in no 
single inBtanoo did I everprediot ao- 
ouratoly. Not that in this respeet I was 
in any way worse than the Prophets on 
other nowapapera— only the proprietor 
of the one to whioh I belonged woe 
rather particular, and he thought that a 
prophet ought to predict right at least 
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onoo oufc of twenty timon. So ho dm- 
ohargod m: ; and I was again thrown 
upon tho wo.'l'l.” 

“ And what d d you do then, neUoa 


Don jjiiuuD*. , , . .1 1-1 

<'I got up a Bonoflt Sooioby." ropiiod 

Mr. Boalby. , i > i 

«'A BoneQt Society?” oohood hm 

friond. Ifor whoao bonoflt ?” 

" JTor tny own,” was tho fonpouuo. "It 
waa oatonaibly for tho ndvnntngo of tlvo 
working-olasaos— in reality fornuno. 
Every one who paid a few ponoo a wook 
waa to have fiftton ahillingo n wook 
during illnoaa— to bo buried, when iio 
died, with a good walking funornl, and 
hie widow to have a ton pound noto to 
buy mourning for horaoif and tlto 
obiidron. I was Hooretary, and Treaauror 

and Auditor, and Manager 1 tliink I 

was tho Oommittoo too : but I know very 
well that I waa tho principal rooiplout 
of the Sooioty’fl boneflta. At taut thoro 
waa an oxpoauro and an inquiry : I won 
aummonod before tho niagiatrato -■ hut I 
had taken very good oaro not to have 
tho society onrolled; ond thorofoio bin 
worship had no power of juriadiotion. 
The oase was dismlsBod : and in order 
that tho members ehould not fall into 
moat unohrlatian feuda amonget thoiii- 
selvea relative to tho diviiilon of tlia 
remaining funda, I put thorn into my 
pookot j— and bidding an otornnl farewell 
to tho ungrateful neighbourhood of 
Whitoohopol where the exposure had 
taken plaoo, I ostabiiehod my quarters 
in another.'* 

"And what was tho next oourBo?” 


inquired Bon. 

" I never waa a follow who could work 
muoh as long as thoro was any ready 
money to spend ; and so I lived ootnfnrta* 
bly until I ohangod ray laet sovereign— 
when I began to think of something else. 
So I took to tho Ohrlstmae liamper 
dodge,*’ 

" What do you mean ?” asked Ben 
Limber. 


" Why, out of the change for roy last 
severoign,” replied Mr. Boalby, " T paid 
seven and sixponno for an advorliaomont 
in the Timest wbioh ran to the following 
effeot 'Boalby and Oo., old ostnblleliod 
Wloe-merohants, continue to despntoh 
their famous Ohriatmaa hampers, but on 
reduced terms, To ovory person remit* 
ting one guinea, Boalby and 0o., will 
forward a hamper Containing ono bottle 
qtold port, one of rieh brown sherry, 
one of old East India Madeira, one of 


FroiKdi brandy, one of .Jamaioarum, and 
one of prime Hollando.’— You wouldbo 
nstonifduui at Mio way in wbioh the 
guinouu eamo pen ring in: ao I kept up 
tho advertifloinont I during ttui Oliristmae 
wook : l.hou I renewed tlmm for tiio Now 
Yoar'a week : and wlinn that was over, 

T changed the name and oddreaa, and 
advertined Hplondid twolflli-oakoa on 
tiimilar terma I reaped a gtddoii liarvost, 
and lived eomfortably iipiin it for the 
next three inonMia. At length one 
morning I aallied out, womiering wlmtl 
ahiinid do tinxt, wifcli only eighteen penoo 
in my pookot *' 

" And what did yon do tlici» V’ inqiiir. 
od Bon Limber. •' Wliat ooiild you poa. 
niltly do with oighteon penee ?*’ 

'• I wont ami took a thoatro,” waa tho 
oool reply, 

" A theatre witl» eigiiteenponoo I” ox. 
elainiod Liinlx'r. '' Well, after all my 
knowledge of llio world in roally nothing 
to your n I” 

"I told you HO jiiat now," said Mr. 
Boalby. ' Yea it o a fact — I wont and 
took a tlieatro at a runtiil of about a 
tiimiHaiid a your,” 

'• But wliat Him oould you turn It to I" 
aakod bin friend. 

'• Underlet it tlio very next day to 
eumn one otse ; and ita Im paid me the 
rent, but as I paid nono inyHolf, it was 
all clear prollt as long an it lasled. But 
tho proprietor stn-d me. — I wan pub inie 
priaoii, ana had to imlitiiiii tiie Inueb 
vontn* Court a Hoeond litno,” 

" I should tidok you got remanded for 
that?" oliHOrved Ben Linil)er interrega. 
lively. 

"Nothing of the sort!” exclaimed 
Mr Boalby, "I de«eril>od myself a# a 
LeaHuo—and that was oolTleient. It la 
omisidored that every lessen of manager 
of a theatre may go thougli tho Bank- 
ruploy nr InsolventH* Courts an often as 
over they liko; and they are always 
objects oi sympathy. The Oommissionor 
oomplliiioiued me on not having had to 
insert tho salaries of any performs In roy 
sohoduin,— wbioh was not however as- 
tonishing, as I had never employed any. 
However, I gob oil with flying colours— 
but with soareo a nbillitig lo my pookat.'* 

'• And what did yon do titan 1" Inquir- 
ed Mr. Benjamin Limber, who was 
evidently much interested in his friend’s 
explanations. 

" Why, Just at that moment there was 
ft grand festival going on In Paris ', so I 
advertised that Mr. Bee) by, the wsll 
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known maiiftgor of oxouroion tiipa, offer- 
ed to tiUto a party over to Pnria, paying 
tho [firot-olaflo railway faro thither and 
back— lodging and boarding thorn for a 
whole week at a fir«t-rjito hotel in iho 
Pronoh eapital- aiul nnpplying every 
luxury for broakfaeti dinner, and fluppor, 
^aJl iiududed for twenty gninoaou head. 
Well, I contraotod with the railway ; 
and I had fifty fiubooribetH to my party. 
Wo fltartod : — thin I wau obliged to do» 
booauiio aooording to agroomont I wde to 
oolleot the money at Dover. And you 
uiay lie very miro tliat I did oolleot it 
there: but by Home extraordinary 
mifltako I took my plaoo in a return- 
train immediately afterwardo; and in- 
stead of going jiny farther on Uio way to 
Ifranoo, I foupd myaolf Hupping again 
very quietly in London that aaino 
ovoning.’* 

Mr, llenjamin Limber laughed up- 
roarioiudy at thin laet emi^yadd of hin 
friend Mr. Bealby, who hiniHolf joined in 
the mirth. 

And what did you do noxt'f*^ iiujuir* 
0 (] the younger genttoman. 

“ 1 found there waw Huoh a torriOo 
ex])OUHor in tlm nownpaporH,** wua the 
reply no many irnlignunt lettora wore 
writtt‘n'-‘-anp ho many unploaHaut throata 
were promulgated about having me up 
before the Lord Mayori that I doomed it 
expedient to take a trip into the eountry 
until the Htorm blew over* Unfortunately 
I got oxoeHHively drunk one night 
amongHt a party of gentlemen Homewhat 
Bhar[)er than my eel ( ; and 1 when awoke 
in the morning, I had not a ainglo ahil- 
Hng left* There waa a diBtresaing poab 
tion for a man of goniuH to bo plaood in ? 
I went wandering about the ooiuitry in 
a deaporate etatOf — until ono afternoon I 
roaehed an old doHorted tile-kilih with an 
aooornpanying worka in a dismantled 
and nuned oundition. There I found au 
old man peering about in every nook and 
oornor— digging up the earth— and ap- 
parently hunting for eometbing* I watch- 
ed him awhllo from a distanoo,— think- 
ing that he was a troaeuro-sookort At 
length I aoooBtod blm, Uo was at the 
outBot by no moana InolJnod to bo oom- 
muuioatlvo : but as I had a prcHontimont 
that tho onoountor would tend to my 
advantage, I did my best to draw him 
into diBoourso. X learnt that he wa^ a 
purveyor of ourloflities for ono of tho old 
shops in Wardour Streot» London~aud 
that ho wae hunting for old earthen 
veifiela in Warwlokshlre to save himself 
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the trouble of going to JEteroulanoum or 
I^mpeii in Italy. There waa soiuothing 
ill fchio pursuit whioh tiokled my fancy, 
I offered to aaaiflt him ; and I aooji dug 
him out a lot of ourioua-shapod vosscIb 
and broken pipkina, whioh aont lurn into 
raptures* He paid mo liberally — gave 
mo liiH addreea in London— and tohi mo 
to eall upon him. 'Phis interview gave a 
now impetus to my fertile fancy, I 
provided mysolf with all sortfi of onrio- 
oitios,. — a piece of tho true oross whioh a 
Cardinal had given mo in Romo — a frag- 
inont of tho holy coat whioh i.j proaorved 
at Trovoc, and whioh fragment a monk 
whom 1 made tipay had naorilogioufily 
torn off for my opooial gratiffoation the 
veritable cannon ball which titniok the 
Hpiro of at. Stephen's at Vienna and 
knookod iton ono side, when the TurkB 
Ijosiogod that city— the bullet whioh 
Blow Noloon at Trafalgar the identical pen 
with whioh Napoloan signed the treaty 
of Amiens, — in short* I cannot enumer- 
ate tho ourioflities, ancient and modorn, 
with whioh I provided myself while on 
my journey to London. ThoEi, on arriv- 
ing there, inotoad of calling on the old 
purveyor whom I had encountered at 
tho lile-kiln, I wont straight to the shop 
in Wardour Street, whioh ho had happen- 
ed to name to mo ; and I disposed of all 
my ouriosities. But I was terribly dis- 
appointed at the pettiness of the prioe 
whioh X obtained for thorn. I really 
thought that I was playing an exoeilont 
game with tho orodulity of the ourioait^ 
clealor,— until on grumbling at hia tomi 
ho gave mo to understand it was the idu 
ho was paying for, and not tho thing 
thomaolvoB — for bhoso he know to be all 
humbugs. X'hon 1 laughed llkewisd-^ 
and tho oad of it all was ho offered mo a 
regular ongagomont, I remainod with 
him for about six monthsi helping him 
with the ingenuity of my original ideas 
and bcooming intimatod in many of tho 
mystorips of his oraft* Ho taught me, 
for instanoo, how to got up old pictures : 
and I learnt that he constantly employed 
six artiats to paint him originals of 
Rubons, Vandyke, Titian, Qrouze- 

‘^Originals?” ejaculated Ben Limber? 

•» Why, of oourso j*— iworon’t they to be 
Bold as originalsV* demanded Mr. Bealby, 
Bomewhab indignanfcy: “ And then too, 
my friend the ourlosifey-doaler taught mo 
how to make mummioa- — 

“ Make mummies cried Ben Limber, 
again in aHtonishment. 
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iiYoa— to be Hilrol'’ oxolaimod Mr, 
Bealby. " I myaolf got up a ooupio of 
mummioa in ao artiatio a manuor that u 
member of the Arohmolugioal Sooioty 
proved iu a uoat and intoroatiug apnouh 
of about aix houra' duration, that they 
wore at teaat four thousand yoara old ; 
and there waa not a diaaentimuiit from 
thia opinion. You boo that inuinniy 
there, in tlio glaae uaao ? 1 oan naauro 
you it waa not iu uxiatonoefotir rmontha 
back ; and this morning a goutlonian 
belonging to that very Sooioty, and 
who ie oonaidored to bo ono of ita 
brightest uriiameuta-'-althongh ho is 
deaf and halfblind— -waa thoroughly 
oonvineed that it ia tho oldoet mummy 
ever brought into thia oountry. Ho ia 
to bring mo twenty pounda for It to. 
morrow : hut tho worat of it Jlon,*' added 
Mr. Bfialby, lowering hia voloo aomo- 
what, ''in that I owe flftoon pounda to 
my landlady ; and aim will take very 
good oovo to roooivo tho money from 
tho old arohoffilogiflt, or clao ehewon't 
lot tiint hleaecd niiiininy go out of tho 
plaee." 

“ How long did you atay with your 
ourioaity dealer?" naked Bon Limber: 
" or porbapa I ought rallior to have 
inquired why you loft him ? ’ 

" Why, you ooo, tho publio ourioaity ia 
variable. TO’doy It'a an old pioturo«- 
to-morrow Tom Thumb: today aomo 
rubbiah from Uor(iulntjoura~"to*morrow 
the BoBjeamana Well, jiiat at that 
time tho diaoovery of tho Oaliforninn 
gold rogiona waa making a tromendoiia 
aenaation : ao I had aomo thundering 
large pioooa of granito oatofully gilt, 
and 1 exhibited them aa nuggota. They 
wore in a glasa ottse, and proteoted by a 
row of iron bare. I advortiaod that they 
were worth Boventy thonaond pounda; 
and all the town oamo to eoo thoinp At 
length one of the workmen who had 
helped to glide the gronite, oamo to tho 
exhibition ono Monday inornipgj and 
aa ho wua tho worse for liquor to the 
extent of eomo throe or four pota of 
beer, ho lot out the whole aooret. I 
decamped - but with about eight 
hundred pounda in my pookot-tho fruit 
of fortnight’a induatry in diaphying ray 
nuggeta. And would you bollovo it, BonI 
— I fellaoeoond time amonget thlovoai 
and Waa plundered of my aU r' 

."Xight come, light go” Said Mr. 

L laughing. 

it wQg^ aodaughing matter /or 
er ved Mr. : B eafbv i " and I 




obliged to take to Homnthing oiao. Some 
little apmmlatiou whiol* I need not dwell 

upon it wmi merely the oxidbitlon of 

a aoa.aorpont, tliroo oongor.eola 

ourinuHly joined tijigether-- — 'produoed 
mo fifty guitioim; and timn I roaolvnd to 
turn ourioHity-inulcer on my own uooounti 
I took IbuHO ronmn, J lipplied mynolf 
naoidiiouidy to w<irk i nivtiaicd my 
little oa[>itul--/iml now witnt I imvo got 
my ntook-in. trade ail in roadineii!), tboro 
(lomea a lull in the eurinaity inarkot— 
tbingB are Hat -nk(deinini are Imimr par 
-old urmcmr iout u diiHuiunt—lliero ia 
no briakneHH in Homan l)ri(ikl>ats.- 
voaaola from Moroultuumm «ro duH^ 
and nutiiiiig but that timmmy uppoara 
to be looking iip.’’ 

"Anplottnant a Hurioa oi advonfctiroa 
na over one oould wiali to iioar,’’ said 
Bon Limimr. " Ytm are poor -and I 
um poorer utill’: you wilt Imve ilvo 
pounda to.tn<»riow for y(niraolf out of 
the twenty — 1 imve not got Ilvo peiioo, 
end no eliniuio td getling them eitbur." 

"Hover mimi, my li„y,’’ naid Mr. 
Boftlby: "wo elndl Im aide to do Home, 
thing (ogetlior. Ttioro'ci alvvaya a fine 
opening for men of mitorprian and talent 
in thia great metropuliH, Ami I toll you 
what, Bon," added tlio arotnoologieul 
gontliunnn, in u tone of (lonlldniuir)— 
whloh wno aooompanlod by a look 
rendered nil tim moro uiyitteriona by 
tho infliiemm f>f the aleuliuiio liquor,— 
" two olutpa oould work nn oratdo muob 
better than ono. I have ofloii foU the 
want of a ulevor partner, <tr mmiHtunt, 
Lord bloaa ymj | if 1 had only pnaHUHaed 
auoh nil imxiliary mi youraolf, I ahould 
have invoidml and oxhiliilod the perpe- 
tual motion long ago, ilut then whore 
tlio devil wua I to got a trnatworthy 
follow to turn tIm oranic in the cellar ?" . 

“True I ' enid Mr. Limber: ** there are 
uo doubt many thinga whioh two tmn do 
together, but whioh oan't bo aocoinpliah* 
od by one," 

Iw'f'o got hold of n oapltul idea,” 
eaid Mr, Boniby j " hut it want* n little 
ooah to fltart It—aorao twenty or thirty 
pound# or eo.” 

'■Sell 00 the whole of thia trumpery 
and raiae the eoln," auggeated Mr, 
Ljtubori 

” My dour fellow," ronpondod bli 
edifying frtond Mr* Bealby, " you re- 
quire to be enlighteutid on thia point. 
Theao thinga are not worth eighteen- 
penoe, unleaa flomebody take# « fauoy to 
Look at their ^trlotlo value ! It 
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IniotliiiiK • Hninl fctnini lo an unoUoii, or 
' jl j„ (1 lot (»f hroUi'J'ii -null to what 
iiiiomiiii'''"' .ioihin!-ii-HH <lo all my 
Ujjutiful oniioiiitii!') I'nihioini I A hrioli.- 
bat in "■ •nit'kliat, : thin 

nmselot, wliinh I iloniaro to liavo l.ootj 
worn l>y William Wallano at. tho 

battlfl of Fn.lliii‘hi turoa out to In) a 
Horflo Q'laid’nrii ity linoini pinto, wortli 
tu' "Id iron; Mint piono of 
nottorv wit'i <•'" I’lolion off, and 

ffith tlio h ttoiii T. I loualolo'd upon it 
^wliioh I, npimkinjt nrohmoloKioallyi 
pronounot' to •><' on onoii'ot Unman vonnot 
Ofthotimo of thn Iflitipontr Tiliorimi— 
tho iiiitiidn (itiitidiiiy, for 'nimiiHa Im 
flewioi',"-thnt pinoo o( pottory, I unVi 
dwImlltii'H in a niDtnoiifc ton Itano 

pipkin in whioli nomo nrohin of tiunlorn 
tiraoB Inni oonfoolionod liunilmkn or 
Evortnn tolHo. Bo it in, my dour follow, 
with tho lioiit part of thoiio ar.ilmiidoRioal 
mnrvoU— witli nil tho (itminf. drotinon uud 
ouriouu ooat union : or nt nil ovonta mio- 
llonourii and hrokoio nro aiKsli Gotlia iin<l 
Vaiiiiala no to ho uHorly iudift'oronl to 
tho valuo will) whioh antiquity atiimpn 
thorn, in n 'V‘»vd, Uoii, tmrrinM tho 
rauminy whioh ia I(ood on aokl, 1 don’t 
think my wholo oollootion, if nont to tho 
liftinmor, would (tdidi ton iihillhi{{ai 

I'Wliy not Invilo n jmmhor of yoiir 
arohmoloiilonl frionda to inapoot tho 
inufliniin,'* nakod Mr, Liinhor, '■ nud toll 
thoni tlmt yon want to noil <dl In ordor 
to muko (I voya((o round tho world— or 
tftko n (U-noont into Voauviua—or to 
phintjo into tho MnolHtrom to boo what 
oauHoa tho whirlpool — 

o All tUiu id itofonioiirt onongh Bon,' 
iittorrn|)tod Mr. Hiaiitty: " nnd X honour 
you lor tho invmitlvo gcnimi you Imvo 
juBt dliiplavoil. But tho trlok will not 
tnko. I tohl you juat now that tho 
nurioiiity inurkot |u aa dull hb (litoh«w(itor 
._pkololoua uro ntaginint— -Hrmonr is 
hoavy—aiid thoro Ih no wso In trying to 
oroato a Bonontlon on hohalf of Uoiuan 
pottery.’’ 

o Thon how Ib tho tnonoy to bo raiaod?” 
(lomaudod Hon Limhor : " for if this new 
idea of your’H Ib Buoh a good one—— 
But, I B.'iy, wo havo got to the bottom of 
the bottle I and thoro ian’t a weed lofti’ 

" My orodlt ia good for a freak aupply 
If both,” answered Mr. Bealby 5 '’and as 
we are oombinlng bualneaa with pleasure, 
we may ae well keep up the diioourae 
an hour or two longer, I will Juat run 
#¥«» tho way-— '* 


" 1 rather think I will uaooutpauy 
you/' said Bon Liinbor, glancing soino- 
what shuddoringly around towards tho 
Bkoloton and tho mummy. "I don't 
ox/iotly like oompanionnhip,” 

Mr, Boulliy hurst out laughing; and 
rising from his soat, ho said, <‘0omo 
along, Bon : I'fo got a latoh.koy, and 
wo onn lot oursolvos out and in." 

Holloa I what was that?'* asked 
Bun Limhor, turning somewhat palo as 
ho glannod towards tho door. 

" I hoard nothing," resp'nndod Bealby. 

'■ What did you fanoy it (.0 bo ?” 

"Only oomo strange noiso, I say, 
who lodtfOB overhead ?" 

"Tho landlady and the oorvant," ro- 
jiHed Boalby: "but they have been in 
bod a tong time, and aro by no means 
likely to listen. Howovor wo shall soon 

flOO." 

Thno spoakinlc, ho opened tho door, 
and paiiBod for a few moments on tho 
tliroshold : bub all was still. 

*'Ooino along Bon," ho said, in a 
whispering tono so as not to disturb the 
landlady. " We shan’t bo msny minutes 
in obtaining a fresh supply; and then 
wo oun make a regular night of it." 

Tho ■ two friends aooordingly stolo 
gently down stairs ; hut at tho same time 
footstopii wore still more silently descend- 
ing from the upper storey; and the 
Uurkor tnado Ills way into the museum 
of oiirlosltios Ho bad penetrated 
through an ooouplod attic into tho house; 
aud ho had boon listening at tho door to 
all tho latter port of Mr. Boalby’s dis- 
oourso. It was liis temporarily retreat- 
ing footstep whioh had alarmed Ben 
Limhor. 

Tho Burker had hoard suuioiont to 
inspifo him with tho hope that the 
muBOum would furnish him with some 
disguise ; and now that the ooast was 
oloar, bo had taken tho liberty of pene- 
trating into Mr. Boalby's nrohmologioal 
sanotuory. Closing the door, he was 
advanoing into the midst of the ea- 
eumberlng assomblsgo of goods,— when 
ho was suddenly startled by tho appear- 
ance of tho ooloBsal skeleton. Seized 
with dismay, the Burker sank down 
upon the seat whioh Mr. Bealby had 
rooeiitly oooupied: but it was only for 
an instant that the Burkor’s oonaterna. 
tion lasted He was not the man to be 
long overpowered by such a speotaole; 
and starting up, he muttered to himself 
•' Bv lingo I I ought to bo more afeard 
oHWUTta’: tho dead 
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He looked around him in NMroh of 
Rome uiiitiihlo diRguiao ; but ho woo ho- 
wildorod by i be voi'ioty of tUo nrliioloo 
which liiot hill view, and Idio confitRion 
in which they woro nmaBRod poll-raoll. 
He know noii what ooureio to adopt. To 
fltoal out of tho hotiflo, droBBod an ho wa;i, 
would bo to riflk imraodiuto oaptiiro j for 
it wan into' Itow Street that lie would 
have 1,0 panB. Every iofitnnt wan pro- 
oioun ; Benlby end bin friend would bo 
quickly leturuing. Even if ho flung on 
Homo diBguitio nelootfid from tho ohoioo 
around him, ho might onoounter them 
on tho Blaire - or at the door— or perhnpa 
in the riti'oot ilnolf ; and tho nrohnmlogiat 
would rnino a hue and ory at tho apponr- 
anoo of hifl own property thus inakiug 
itR enoapo on tho peraon of a atrangor. 
Tho pooition wna moat oritioal: but a 
thought atniok tho Burlcor, 

'* Thono ohnpfi are an prooiouB a pair of 
rnguoB an over one would wish to meet,” 
ho said to himuolf: and then, haBtlly 
drawing from iiin pnokot tho bankaioton 
given ium by Marohmont, lie oountod 
them over. “Ninety ponndHi” ho 
mooiDgly ojnoulatod; “and thoeo fellern 
want a matter of twenty or thirty. By 
jingo, It's my only ohnnool’^ 

Scarcely had he arrived at this eon* 
oluaiou, when ho hoard tho front door 
open and nhnt; ntid hoot onoo alippod 
behind the ninndarin’n robe, which waH 
Blretohed upon tho wooden frame in tho 
aanio way that gontloman's morning* 
gowna ai’o displayed at the doore of 
haliordnBl.oj B nhopa, 

Almoat imiDodiatoly aftorwarde Heal- 
by and Ida friend Ben Limber ro-ontored 
the room, with a froeh fliipply of liquor 
and cigars. It would Boom that during 
tiioir absonco Borao farther oonvoraation 
on bupinoBsmiattora must have taken 
place ! for aa Ben Limber throw himBolf 
down upon hia eoat, ho ojooulatod, “ Pon 
ray aoul, Boalby, thie now idea of your’n 
ia a oapitnlonol What a terrible nuiBanoo 
it would bo if any oiio olao ehonld toko 
it up “ 

“A prooiouB lauiBauool” obaorvod 
Beaiby ; " and juat for the want of obout 
thirty poimda or bo I I wiah I know how 
to got tho mummy out of tho plaoo with- 
out the iandlady’a knowledge; but it is 
impoBBible. She haa got tho oyos of a 
lynxj and what’a moro, when sho dunned 
mo for her rent thia aftornoon, I told her 
that the old gentleman would oomo to 
buy the mummy— ottd sho wsa satlfled 
•‘W* W pwmiao ftua she Should 


reooivo tho onah with hor own fni, 
handH.*' 

“It in unoommon provoking 1 “ 

Bon Liinlior, in a tone of annoynnoo. 

'• Provoking ? I Indiovo you 1” rojoitind 
Boalby, “Tliero’ii tIuiunandB lo l>f) made 
by timt idea of mine. I would give any- 
thing togot hold of aoloar thii‘ty.po,i,j^ 
note at tliin inornoiit— ho tliat wo might 
Btart fair and unfiliaoklod: hut wlioro tho 
douoo Biieli a Bum ia to bo got by nny. 
tiling like lionont meanii, f don’t Itiiowf’’ 

“Well, luay, Boalby,’’ olmorvod Mr. 
Limlior, after n few inimiloii’ pauBo! 
during wbieh tho proeoHB of drinking and 
smoking went on,—'' nni>pono thoro wne 
any way of rawing tliiH money withonl 
tho (itriotcst regard for wliut tim world 
oalifi honeaty,— what Bhould you say? 
Mind— I have no (lottlod plan— rm oidy 
juHt thinking wliollior wo ought to bo 
over nioe and pnrtioiilur " 

“Nioo and particular itidoud I’’ ojuou. 
latod Boalby will) eontompt; “Nofliing 
of tho Hort 1 You Itnow onougli of mo, 
and you've hoard onougli to-night, Bon’, 
to 1)0 protty woli aware timt I shouldn’t 
utiok at a ti'illo ! but at tlio Hatnu tiino, 
my l)oy, I try to sioor oiear of tlio law as 
woli ns I poflBibly oan. Nioo ami parti, 
oular indoodi Juat to hIiow you how 
nioo and particular I am, I I'limuldn’t 
mind nooopting a loan from that mur- 
doier-fcllow wito was oxnminod llda 
aftornoon at tho ollioo a few doors off.” 

’’Whloli inoann,” ol)iiorvo(i Mr, Limlior 
approvingly, “that you don’t mind 
witoro the iliuieo tho money oomos, 
80 long n« it i/oca oomo oonioliow or 
aiiothor." 

“ You’ve juat it, Bon,” amiwcrod Mr, 
•Beal by, 

” Well, tlieii, gonolmoi),” a voioo wub 
middouly lioard lo say, “I thinku ob how 
I oan aooominodato you-'* 

It wonid bo liupoBBlblo to dcsoribo 
tho alarm which suddenly aoi/.od upon 
Mr. Boalby and Mr. Limlior, aa this 
strango, ooorno, unooutli voioo mot 
their oara, But with tho arohwologloal 
gouDloraan this terror was transioot 
enough— whoroas wijih hia moro timid ■ 
friond it ansuinod a moat ludlorous 
aapoot. With a ghastly pale oountonanoo, 
ond quivering In every limb, ho looked 
towards the ehololon ; thonoo hfs off- 
righted glanoos trAVOilod to tho mummy: 
and ho knew not from whloh tho voioo 
prmieodod, though ho woa firmly impros- 
ecd with the oonvlotloa that from ono or 
tho othoi ot those soofoeo did It omaimte* 
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Mr, Boftlbv Htfirlwl up to hoo whiit the 
truth iniglit roully bn, muj what intriidfir 
M fo'ifxl b'H Wfiy into hiit tiniMouiti,-- 
ffhoii tlio Hiirkor, (.liiiihinj!: tho lapii 

of iioal'ly balf a niiniito v/an mifliniont lo 
propari) tbn (pin< Iniuoii fnr liin appnai- 
inoo, olowly fu«nr;>tul from bin bidin/.! 
pin 00. 

" Who ibn <lnvil arn you ?” dommub'd 
tfr. Uiiiilby, not oxaot.ly pniooivintr ouni- 
ilontof thii in>lividuiiln II niiininranon to 
iiukn him Muopnot who bn init'lit. poMHibly 
m: for llu'ro wan liiil. oan ouiidlo iu t.li'n 
oom, and thill wan bnrnintj; dimly. 

» yoH—who till) dovil aro youl” oolmod 
Ir. Liudior, iiiiatnbin/; up n, fomnbawlt 
ivith OIK) band and a Jtoinan pipkin in 
ttio otlior, 

"I am a obap an nan lot you nonolmou 
Imvo tho littlo iiiattar of thirty pound 
wliioh you iJooiuH to htand in mind of 
—aud an tbo linriior npoko, lio advanood 
nonror towardn tbo tablo, 

"Allow I" ojaoulatod Hoalby. "And 
jBt III) ill not a .fowl™ Aid" and' a ouddon 
euiipinion /btnbod to bin mind, 

"A ifow—and not a Jow ? ' oobood 
Mr. Liinliur, at tbo naiuo timo nruitton 
with tbo iiaino tliouKbt : and (bon ho 
Bliuildorod, and bio tooth obattorod, at 
tlio idoa that ho found bimnulf iu tho 
prcfioiioo of tbo torriblo Harnoy tbo 
fliirkor, 

"Now, ttonoltiH'u, pint hoop your 
toiiKUcB (iniot," (laid tbo Uurltor ; " and 
it will bo (dl tbo botlor for you an well 
RB for iHO. I'lu jiiiit what yon take mo 
for; but boro’n tho tliirty pound you 
flay you want and that you don’t oaro 
n rail wbonito it> oomon from. I roturn 
for thin what I roijuiro in your unHiiitanoo 
to bolp mo to ouoapo." 

Liinbor nank with a hollow moan upon 
aobidr, tbo tomahawk dropping from biu 
liaiul on ono nido, tbo llomnu pipkin on 
tbo otlior, Jlo looked agbaat. But 
Boalby wan by no moano aifootod In tbo 
samo floiiHO ; and bo hantonod to nay, 

0 Don't bo a fool, Tdmbor, What is it to 
«8 who thifl follow in ! Thoro’n tbo blunt 
;~and that a all wo oaro for, Como, 
Bon,' bo added, going ntralght up to 
hiB friund and olutohing Idm by the 
wriat. " don’t bo a fool, I say 1 Ho oan’b 
eat oa — bo doaon't wont to do ua any 
hum 1 and if bo did, wo aro two to ono," 
Thoao words, burriodJy and whie- 
perlngly epokon, prodwood a apeody 
offoot upon Ben Limber; they inspired 
with oourago«~-for a coward Inva- 
riably dorivea a roAMariog BensaHon 


...>in UK) iort,ir,u(to diuplayed by a braver 
oompanioii. Starting up to ide feet he 
oxobiiinod, " Well, wliat oan wo do 

n ' b*‘vo ofioapnd, f Hiippofls said 
Boa by, turning quioidy towardn tbo 

birrnV’” " 


" I'vo broke out of tho ooll—I oHiftbed 
up a pipn—I got to tho roof of this 
liouan~I oi'opt in at the attio-~ " 

. '* 'B>on tho 

iitairnl oj/iouialod Lirnbi'r. 


lobo luiro)' rojoiiiod tho Burker: 
"tlrntwao mo. I di<j„«t howto 

got out of tbo hoiiflo ; I wan afoard of 
y/ontiiriiig Into tho ntroot, oos why it’s 
infi'Htod by tboin 'em \riiRgabont)0 of 
nottl( 3 ». So I l(H<onod a(i yoiu' door 
1 beard good deal of what you was 
imyiiig to oaofi othnr~I found you was 
tho right nort of oliaps to holp a poor 
dovil in a iMTioulty-I hide ) my time— 
you wont out to got moroUiHh — and then 
But, by your lonvo, talking of luflb 


And tbo Bitrkur, pouring a quantity 
of gin into a tiirnblor, drank it off at a 
drnugbt,™-hin oyeo noarooly watering, so 
nomir.toiuod was ho to tho potent al- 
oohollo fluid. 

" How oiui wo got the man out? ’ 
nskod Liiiihor of hiu friend, 

•' (low long ago waa it you oBoaped 
from your oell?" doraundud Boalby 
quioklv. 

A matter of throe qunrtorflofanhour," 
reopoiidod tbo Burkorj " and there’s 
ovary minute a ohiiuoo of tho dinoovory 
being mado. If no, no for going out into 
the fitreot unless unkiminon well disguis* 

0(1 But fuot of all givo us oomo bob 

water to got off this ouBHod hoard," 

"Yea, at onoo I" nneiworod Boalby, 
" Now I toll you what must be done. 
Bon my boy, ntiok your cigar in your 
mouth— go and Biiuntor down tho street 
towards tho jiolioo ofGoo and the station 
—600 if thoro's anything strange going 
on— But stop ono moment !’’ 

Mr. Boalby rushed to tho window— 
drew aeido tbo blinds and looked through 
the panes. 

“AUfioems quiet,” ho oontinued, re- 
turning from the window; " but we had 
bettor make sure. You go, Bon, as I 
have just said, and keop out for twenty 
minutes or so— —that Is to say, sup- 
pcsiug you see nothing in tho meantime 
that looks Buspioiou?. But if there' is, 
(hen como hack directly and (eU na,’J 
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Ml*. Linibar ftooordingly lighted Jiin 
oigar—fltuolc hin hat upon lii» head with 
o jaunty, lit !<i(ilir indopundont nil' and 
flouriBliing h'H iihovb oano (of the ti'uo 
gentiah doanriptioii) xvan abmit to imiuo 
from the room when tlio Hnrlior middeidy 
plaood hifl haok agaiiiat tlio door, iv/yiiij; 
in hia gruff voino, " Tliia i« all wovy woli: 
but how the deunn do I know wiiat'u 
the truo monniiiR of tho move ?” 

“I undoratand you,” nhaorvod Mr. 
Bealby, now iiBsuininf? a dooinivo look 
and tone, " You tldnk w<> moan to 
betray you, Vorv woll--tal!0 up your 
bank-notoa and ho off.” 

“ Oome, oomo,” Hiiid tho Biiikor, "it 
wasn’t ’undaomo on my part— I inuiit 
oonfesa it waon’t.” 

'* You know,” rejoined Boaihy, '< tlnit 
if wo oliooBO to open thia wimiow and 
raise an aiarm, your oaptiirn would l)o 
oortain,” 

'* Beg pardon, gonolmon, for iny rudo- 
noaa,” said tho Burkor ; '■ hut hope no 
offenoo. Ht'i'o’a tho door, olr and ho 
opened it to afford ogroea to Mr, Honja. 
min Limber. 

“Now drink,*’ aaid Boaihy, "ami re- 
freah youraolt while I igo down atairn 
and BOO if thero’a any hot wntor in Iho 
bollor, I know there generally la." 

Mr. Batnoa Hate dawn and hoi pod him- 
Bolf to aoino more npirita.^-nt tho name 
time saying to himanlf, "Woli blow mo 
if all thia isn’t a rum tiaauo of adwoii> 
tures; but luok aeotmi to ho a.fi(vourini{ 
of me—and I ’ajioao I Hiiall got iiafo and 
Bound through ’ora.” 

In about a ooupio of inlimtoa Boalliy 
reappeared, with a pitohor of warm 
water; and ho then oondtiotod tho 
Burker into a little droHoing room open* 
ing from tho inner npartinont Tim 
oriminai soon dieonoumberod himBolf of 
the board and tho rest of tho fiilao hair 
that was upon hla fnoo ; and ho felt him« 
seif oonflklerably rofronhed. 

"Now, air, wlrat’o tho next move 
ho aekod. ae ho emerged from tho droBa- 
ing.room, 

*' You flay you've oiiinbed up tlio pipo 
and got to tho roof of this hoiiBo,” 
asked Boaihy, ** Do you think tho'ro aro 
any traoo 8 -~-” 

“Yea—tho pipe’s all bondod down,” 
respondod tho Burkor. 

I* Then take off that old hlaok gabor" 
(|hM^w»d glye ili to m0,” aaid Boaihy 

qatORlyii : 


'.t'lio Burkor, pereoiving that in 
friend liad all Ida wil.a nhont him, un, 
lie»if/il.iii|<l,V <!()mpli(>il wilh hiij doninud 
Bi'slliy look from amimi'at Ida niiacoHa^ 
luioiiM III, lin'd ». ((tut at it.y of very old baf; 
very ll(•r()ll|' Million ooni; and 'throwing 
the Bnrkon'd gahoidino over bin arm, ho 
(irepl up-tilitirH, having |>reviounly fakon 
olf bid uboi'ii 00 that bo might prooood 
tliiiH (deiUtbily and avoid diatiii'bliig the 
lamllmly and luu' anrvant. Ho panaod 
out nf Ibo nttio window; and peeping 
nvrr the pni»|iel., lonkod (o itoe whellior 
all wa'i (jiiiet in tlte noighlinurluMid of 
the (inlta altaehed to tlm pnlioe ollioo. 
Satiolind nf tliii) pnint, Mr. Bealby oropt 
on Ui ihe Icaila nf the nest limido, and 
depo/tiled tlse gabenlioo Miere, ffo thou 
tied on 1 end of the nilhi'n eord round a 
oldmiiny, ami flung the rent over tint 
bank part ol the bmeie, an that it bung 
down into the yard attmilied thereto! 
Havine done tliia -wldeli wan all the 
work of blit tlu'f'o or four luinuton -lio 
roli'iiood bid atoaUby way 1 o bin own 
upartmoiitii. 'riiero lin (i.xpliiinod to the 
Burker wfiat be bad done,— .adding, 
*' And now I think the polieo, whenthoy 
diiieover your eiienpe will Im thrown 
eompletely olf llio Hiuml." 

■‘Well, libnv 111(1," aaid tho Burkor, 
"If artoi' luyiailf you ain’t one of the 
ei( verimt eliajw in the wliole world I But 
wimt'i) the next move f ' 

"Ah I now we niiuit hold a eoriBuUa 
tioii," iTHponded Bealby ; "aiid'wohavo 
leiinire to do ho 'I’lie triok £ have juNt 
played will efTord It iih; lieeaUHo wlinu. 
over the himnda piiruiie, lim Heont Ih 
brelion -.or I oui'Id; to my, turnod Into 
the wrong (dianiiel. It will never bo 
luiHpeoted you are hero. You boo I am 
doing overylbiiig I nan to mako thing 
right for you : and Mttifie luink notefl," 
added Boaihy, now taking tiumi up from 
tho tabio, " tiro well iramod." 

"So they ho," Haiti tho Burkor 
•' You’re uu exocillont Hurt of ohap } and 
thoi'o’fl another ton pun' note to add to 
t’otliora:'* thou an ho produooil tho 
additional roomnpenao, ho thought to 
himflolf off; my worry purtloklor and 
intimate frimul tho Duke of Marohmont 
rauflt dub up for it all ” 

“IwflB just thinking,” Haiti Boaihy, 

'• whother I oould not giyo you Bome 
BUoU diaguiso that you might ho n bio to 
got out of the houBO at onoo- — But 

awe’» Ben Wmber fotHiningl" 
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Mp. Limbec’ Inul lakon the latob-koy 
flfjth Inm ; enf) bo WJie tI)orub>io oiuiblvd 
to lot in. Ho quiiikly miulo hiii 

(^pnoaranuo in Hu) itxnn ; and bin ootin^ 
totiftimo imlioaicai Huil- lio lni<l intolU^ 
(TOUOO of impJirianoo lo 0();i:.nuini<jate. 

^ i'Tlui oliindy’o bo^pin/' bo Inuitily oaid 
tho inotant bf> had <doHcd i.lu» door of tlio 
ftpartrnont. “ Thoro’ti a io and 

fjfp l)olAvixt ilu) polioo oirnio and iho 
Btuiion ; and 1 board nno (,ho rou- 
flinbloH any in on naior nation Ho hiui 

Gsoapodr* , . , .. Tt 

•-Than it in oni' of tho (juoai.ion, 

(jaid Bojdl>y» a<ldronainf» iiinmolf to tlio 
Burkor, for yon iu tinuk of loiivinK 
thia houHO to niplit» Tbrro will bo a 
Bfcriot watoh tbroupfunit I bo ontiro noi/iih' 
bourhood’^^ — 

a Hut bow nball 1 bo baiter oil’ to- 
niorruw/* tltnmuulral i.bivnay, ** than I 

am tordf^ht r' 

nit i:' vary tauiain you will not bo 
woi’HO olf/' rajoinad Uriilliy ; “and it 
will 1)0 vary atraiipa if v/a a 'linot think 

of Monio oontrivanat^ for your aHaiqio, 
Woidt it bo atmngo Uaii ?’’ 

“1 fihuuld rath or think it wonUI/^ 
ojftculiitad Air, liicnbor. “ Ami yeli I 
don't vary wall roo how'-- — " 
a Wall, I nao avai ythiui^ l*^ oriod 
JloaUiy an an UUm utniok him: but wliat 
UiiH i<lru waOj wo naui nut irnniadiataly 
ex ]> la in ; — It tnina|Uio juoHanily- 

Mtnuuvbilo (bo tamajii) of tho JJiirkar 
had boon diimovi rad : Bon Liinbor a in- 
formation In thia roiipaot waa iiarfaotly 
aoaurato, A aanalahio bad viailod tbo 
oolb— llrat of all, Imwovor, only openin(r 
tlu) litilo trap-door, ano throwing tho 
light of hia bull a-oyo inaido. But bin 
nBttuimluiuuit and oonatoriiationi on por* 
oolvini-? that ibn priaonor bad vaniohad, 
may bo more cauily imagined than doH-* 
oribed. To raia<^ an alarm waa bio firat 
proooodiuH » thou on being joined by two 
or threo other oomUablea, ho uponod tho 
door of tho ooll, and the truth beoaruo 
apartment J tho mode of tho ilurkerb 
OBoape wan at once evident. The Ins- 
peotof was apeedily fotehod from iho 
utatiou on tho o|>poaite aide of tho street^ 
and a aearolc throughout the neighbour- 
hood was ordered* Oonstables wore deo- 
pafcohod in every dlreotion, while the 
Inepootor, with eomo of tho moat m- 
tolllgent of hift aoolytoa, lo»b uo^ time in 
surveying tho promises in the neighbour- 
hood of the ( 3 cl)s. Ladders wore pro- 
cured ; they asoondod to th.o roofs of the 
adjacent houaefl-**-the bent pipe was 


observed— and though tho offioera could 
ncarooly poifluado thomHolvoo that they 
had thus disoovorod tho track taken by 
the Barker, yot they failed not to act 
upon tho Guggostion which it might fieem 
to allord. By moans of tho laddorii they 
ciniiilUy roaohod tho top of tho house to 
which that bent pipe led up, and beneath 
tho roof of which the Burlier was actually 
ut tlio very nioment concealed. But it 
was on tho vooi of tho adjacout house 
that tlm old Jewish gaberdino waa dis- 
covered ; and thou tho Iiuipootor ox- 
ol limed, By lumvonl after all the 
ftdlovy did olimb up that pipe I’’ 

Next tho cord wa^j found : and natural 
conn I union was that it formed another 
link in tho oluo v/luoh tho oiricors bad 
obtainod to tho track taken by the 
Burk or. 

** You uoo,” naid tho Inopcotor, there 
wati that fiat-roofcul huiUiing betwixt the 
cello and I hoco yards down below, which 
prevented tho aoouiulrol from gcttiYig 
into tliom at once ; so ho had to olimp 
(hat of all up to the roofs of theao 
hounmi horn, and I hon lot hiiosolf dowu 
l>y this card into tho yard below* But 
it is no uco our remaining hero to chatter, 
Jlowri tlio !add<jra again I over all those 
wall! and wc may catch him yeti” 

Tho douooat was quickly made, One 
of tho constables, speoding back to tho 
policc-oourt, gave orders for several 
oflicoi’H to iuotituto a speoial watch in 
Hart H^root, which was the quarter 
where it hiui uupponed the Barker would 
endeavour fo iiud a mouus of making 
hid exit. The Iiicpector, and the eon- 
atablea who remained with hiiih proceed- 
ed to oxamlne all tho promises in tho 
roar of Oovont Garden Theatre, with the 
hope of finding somo fresh traoo of the 
prisoner— but wo need hardly say with- 
out any reaulfc. 

Wo di<l not interrupt tho thread of 
thoBO oxplanatipUB to etute, as wo must 
now do, that tho ooeupanta of tho high- 
est rooms of tho houBos to the roofs of 
which the oonetabloa ascended, were 
oodaidorably alarmed-— many indeed be- 
ing etartlod from tholr slumber, by the 
heavy trampling of foot overhead aa well 
as by the sounds of voiooa, At Arst 
there was an idea of fire j and attio- 
windows wero thrown open in oonatorna- 
tion and dismay ; but tho oono tables 
apoodily roassurod tho frightened ones 
and made them acquainted with tho 
reason of so much dinturbanoo. Amongst 
thetomlied persons to whom we have 
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]ii 8 fcftlJudof], were tho landlady and tho 
somnt of tho houHo in which Mr. Bonlby 
dwelt: blit on roooiviiig the intolligonoo 
that thfi’o was no alann of flro, and that 
the oonatablos wore inoroly in pursuit of 
a priBOuor who had osoaped, thoy rotired 
to their roBpootivo oouolico again. Wo 
may add that the drawing-room storey of 
that house — luuucly, the iloor just iindor 
Mr, Bealby’s apartiuontS'— was uiiouon- 
pied at the time : tho ground-floor oon- 
aieted of oifluoa where no person re- 
mained at night ; and thus, bosideB tho 
landlady and her servant, there was 
nobody within tlio wolls of tho dwelling 
to bo disturbed by tho proooodiiigs of 
tho police. 

It was now certain that the whole 
neigh bourbood was oloaoly watoliod by 
ooustubleB : and it was tlierefuro impoii- 
Bible for tho litirkor to attempt an 
esospo. It became absolutely noeossary 
for him to remain in lloalby’sapartmoiits 
till the morning—when tho idea which 
the arolitoologioal gontleinnn had already 
formed to olToot his safe issue, miglit ho 
carried out, Mr. Limbor was anxioiia to 
got away and seek his bed in an attio 
which ho oooupiod in some neighbour, 
hood ft couple of miles oH : but Beal by 
would not let him depart. 

'*l)ouoo ft bit, Beni" ho Bfiid, in a 
hurried whisper to his frioiul ; '* you and 
I must roinuin together until this follow 

IS safe out of tho house. Though I uiu 
not afraid of him ns long as I am uwako, 

7 ‘ ““OOBO to stand tho ohnnoe of 

falling off to sleep if left alone with him 
emoko till morning, 

.Mr, Boalby had found tho opportunity 
of whispering these low hasty words 
while the Barker was paying his rospoots 
to ft holf quartern loaf and ono-third of 
ft Dutch choose which had been sot bo- 
fore him; and has many hours had 
elapsed smoo food passed his lips, it was 
with ft torriflo appetite that ho now 
consumed the only faro whioh the 
orohroologioal gentleman’s larder for 
rather cupboard) afforded. 

. Beolby, when Barnes 

had finished hia meal and had washed it 
down with ft copious draught of gin-and. 
water, ‘‘you oon stop into that baok 
room, Btretoh yontBoU on thei and 
take a good nap, My foetid and I pur. 
pose to ajt tip for the rest of tho night. 
.ThereJs every reason to believe that W 
and the moyning wo will 


carry out tho idea 
doaoribod^** 


whioh I just BOW 

The Biirkor, who had now every nos 
Biblo rcftHon to put implioit faith in Mr 
Boalby and Bon Limlior, witbdrow tothf 
8 ((fa~oi' rather tbo old sofa bodstond tn 
wbioh bo was directed in tbo adjoining 
room : wliilo tho two friondo state drink 
mg and smoking in tlio front apartment' 


OMAPTISK (JXVII, 

U'JIlil MUMMVVl OAHIO, 


I'l' was about seven o’clook wlien tho 
Burker awoke from a deep nnintorruntod 
slnmbor of aoveral boura ; and iio found 
hw liost and Ben Dimlior performing 
their abliitioiiii in t,|.o ilmnaing room. 
Ihese two individnals rieitlier fo)fc imr 
lookod any tbo better for Imving sat iin 
dnutimg and sruoking tbo entire night; 
but the oon tact of cold w fitter rofroijlutd 
thorn somowbat, 'J'lio boor was approauh, 
mg wbon the servant girl of tbo bouse 
would outer to spread Mr. Boalbys 
broakbuit-table ; a,,d ho oould not pos. 
Bibly doviso any 0x01100 to prevent her 
from thus ooming ln--or at least it was 
doomod advisaldo to avoid overytbing 
that mij^ht toad to oxoito flufjpinioui 
' Iho girl may take it into her bead 
to do out till) driSHing-rocirn wbilo wo arc 
getting broakfast,' said Boalby ; « or to 
innor*runin.-or a dozen 
difluniiit things. VVo must disposo of you, 
soniohow or oimthnr," bo added, turning 
towards tho Biirkor. 

'* Any way you like, so as yon doesn’t 
give mo over to tho poliuo, or manogo 

again ’’” *^^*”*’ 

II 11 ^ afraid,” answord Boalbyi 

,V®f*»KofcBomofood at onoo—oat and 
drink, Now, Bon, you just stroll out as 
u to look at the flowers in Oovont 
Gart en Market before breakfast; you 

!??**! '*'^ *,**^ hoing said about last 
nigute bnalnoBfl««^you can buy a nowA* 
popor too ; and if you oomo book in 
about ten minutes our broakfast will bo 
ready, and I shall havo disposed of tho 
I. AH fuoAno or ftnother.*’ 

..w ? / liimbor: 

and bo issued from tho apartment. 

"Now vou know tho idea wbioh I 
n*«ht,” said Boalby, 

addreBBing himsolt to tho Burkor, who 
WM doyouring bread and obeoso. 
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H Abonl (pH. i r l(ji>kiiM( nhjonf, 

l^ljloh mnUHH likn a tn.ia llj<if IcmI [jim'ii 

(IficJ witli (Imi mini uni 11 In* tMinoJ info 
|cfttli«r/ VV^'il/ n'\kv.d din HurKiu', «' I 

raoolloot jM'r((M»lly thal, Iho kW.i wihi a 
good 'iin 

n III livn wojili! I will r A plain il '»V(>r 
inlinj« i»l iti Mr. Hralky. " Mv 
lotullfldy liunwa rind. dn» miiininy 

away nun ninj;; nn h)in vviiu‘ 1 . 

bD«lir[)riHial io I ln> !,us.m’ ai^nt 

[lUt of Iti*' iininn‘. N'nu tn:i Into 

Hint OOOn v-‘il ll I In^ Itauit jHa nihln <h>*aV : 
aid wlion d"ti l.iinl) i ('tntM'u li.ink uiii! 
ifiyfl thilt I hini; ' am all i i;dd 1 iiHtuu 
Hmtnounrl of iniTipininn altanln.'ii itaidl 
,0 tliiii pltMH' *’ 

" Dcooo j(. I>ii 1 no .'Hn'jiininii !" 

idkl tli») Hurkor; ’* or ('kio tlin jinli-ai 
VOuLHhi pnxHoiH aniih down upon uia 
llutyouwan (oa?iV wind, waa to 

bo (lono win a timkf i<nid (^t ytiura c’ouum 
bftok,*' 

ip'i a (ou t to pul. tlut tnuuj 
liP llitvb in5“o will laoittdn yint, toy man; 
anti ihtui you nun l>o imavovud out t»f 
Loiitlout ’rinvt Id all i ana do lor you : 
and I MUppuno dint wlmra-vm* ytm uro 
Iron in tim upon rtnmUy — ** 

You 0 /ui louvo lun fn nlii t> (or my- 
Bolf,'* iutoi’jiud.od ill*' liiirkor, ** Hut 
thurcki junt tUMJ ddoH 1 itlionld liko to 
know : Hinl ihiu in — 

I tidok I ua;iariitnmi wiint y<ai 
menu,'* ntdd lioalhy : tlaon will ho a 

driver to tho oart, nm) you <Jm not hoo 
how ho In to ho nuuif^p'd I Laivo tliiu 
tome# 1 tihull MO vviih Inru to protoml 
IohIiow him tho way, uml nl«o ItMuio 
Ibftb iho mummy io taMofully dnlivnrudi 
Don’t lio umlor any apfiroluniniori an to 
the fOBultd* 

'* Nut I indiHul,”' oxtilniuuul Iho Hur- 
kot, onow dmt I know you an? goioM 
with l!u) oar t/* 

m got tiMVOfk/ «iud Hoalby» 
*'boforo dm worvaat-glrl ooiuok in- You 
havo tUiim oatiiig md drinking?’’ 

Tho Burkor unawt^rod In tlm Hllirma* 
tlvo. Tho tnurutny waa Inkou out ol dm 
oftgo and dopo^Uort In a truwki whoro it 
wae looked up. Tlio cma^^—whioh iudoed 
was au old oolrtn, «nd ol aalld nmtorial», 
but having a glatta door imitoad of ft lid 
was now laid fh^t upon iho lloor ; and 
Boftlby bftdo thn Burker ontor it* / , ■ 
But I «hftll want a bit of adtagmso, 
BftidBfttnay; *’for it’« no aao turning 
mo ttclrlft only hnlf^oggod aol ftm* I 
shouW douood »aon bo nfthbod by tho 
poUoo*^* 


“ I liad not forgotten nil roplfod 
uir. no(ill)y; ‘Mmt I nioaiit to talio a 
diH/piiun with nm, ao that you might put 
it <m whan omorgiug from the oago. I 
tliouglit it would rnako you too big to lio 
<lowu in that hox.’^ 

Wnlb what h? it?'’ askod tho Biirker, 
D\vo('>ping hiD lookfl around upon tho 
variuuD jirthdoM aggrogatod in that 
nniHiMirii. 

*’ What do you nay to droaning your- 
mdf 11(1 aa a poor Lmumr oailor?” inqiiirod 
Mr. li(Uilf)y. floro’fl a ooatumo— I have 
a dyo for your flonh*— -a dyo ft '00 for your 

hftir and a thiok IiIhoIc mouataoho. And 

thtm too, a Lunoar’a disgulao baa thia 
udvnntugo — that you may protond to bo 
diimh if you lilm, or oIho not to undor- 
Htand tho 13ugU«h language ; so you 
wouH he oompollod to spoak to a eiuglo 
iKuil that you may happen to onoounter* 
If you don't like that dioguiflo, I can 
(IrosH you up aa tho old Norwood Qipay 

"What I as a o’oman ?” oxolaimed 
tho Hurkor, "No, no— nooo of that 
'oro r' 

"lluaht not so loud I Wo muafc not 
ho hoard talking in thin room; booauao 
I am DUpfmsod to bo alono boro,” 

* Well, I dooido upon tho Rasoal 
sailor/’ said tho Barker* 

" Tho liftttoar oailori you moau/' ob« 
Horved Boalby. with a saiilo, 

** I dcH-day it’s all tho same— Laaoar 
or Kftsoal/' I’ospoudod tho Burkor* *^I 
think rd raythor put on tho disgulso at 
onoo : I’m pretty sure as how I ofttt 
stulT mysolf into that tboro box; aud it 
will save a world of trouble when wo got 
lo the place whoro you moan to lot me 
out.” 

*»()oodr’ ejaculated Mr, Boolby, 
** Make haato ami apparel youraelfi Herol 
lot tue aaaiet at tho toilet : it will only 
ho tho work of a low miuutoa.” 

Tho aroluooligioal gonbleman spoodily 
prodiioed a hotllo of dyo forthcoom- 
ploxioD, and which Dgurod in tho oafea* 
loguo of his fliiriositioa aa an oxtraordi* 
nary liquid which some nowly dlsooyorod 
tribe of Central South Amorioa wei-o 
ttooufltomed to uao for staihlng their 
skins, Ho next produced a half dyo 
which ftUo had Its appropriate legeuc 
was about fts trao as tho one attached to 
the flrat-moutioned pigment. These two 
dyes were speedily used with eiioh effect 
that the Burker’s ftppeafanofe under we«<^ 
a oomplete tramformatlon, which ^ 
rohdeyed all tho mote petfeot by 
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iotty iiiouatuoho, arlintionlly finixod, fiu<l 

oonooivliiig Iho i'' 

upDOr lip. Tli« i:.a»0(U' (:!«• '> wat. amuinud. 

aiwl Mr. Barnon fuU hiniHulf to I..’ a oow 


luai'. , I „:ii, 

Boiijaniin LiinlK!!' now rol'iniril, 
a moniing lutwuimpor. in wlunh Iluao 
wne a pnciigrapli of only a low Iiiici'.hi 
roBpeottotho Hurltor’ii omiapo ; 
latOllOPB of ilio 1*001' lit M'llK'll * I* '' 
ooourrod, prcvontwl tlio p.'iiiiy-H-iH.cr 
who roporloil it from oulio'i'ilj 
olaboratoly iotoilot'iil. It iToon .'.1 lli*' 
bare faot.-wiib (ho mhlilion llml. *** 
auiloofall Ihodrortii of tho polioo I ho 
miijoroaiit had not hfoii dmoovonul ui> (>* 
tho hour whon tliat piHii(;ni|ili_ 
wrlUon—namoly, at about ooo o oh.oU 


in the luoniinK. 

*• Everybody ifl talliioK of it i'* (.'ovoat 
Garden Market,’’ obum vod Hoo Eiiubi.'i- ; 
‘' and tho general impreimion in tlmt .voo, 
ray man, muat have managed to get Hufo 
out of Loudon. Ono thing in very e.u lam 
—tho polioo aro altogether oil' tlie iieent 
for tolegrapbio moHiiago have lieeii deii- 
liatohed along all the liiieM, and thivo or 
four dotontivonliavo gono oU in dilloreiit 
dirootione. Thin 1 h what I heard in 
Oovont Gurdon; and no you aeo your 
continued pi'caouoo tho noiM.hiioui hood 
oi tho ooono of your ox|doit in not 
aimpootod/' 

nAll ihh^ in nioflt fuvounii/U/’ 


Gorvocl Boalhy. “And luiw. my mm, 
into tho box with you, \l you muiniuli 
youraolt in V* 

Tho glftoa front opened like h (i 'nr, er 
lidt Boulby ndecd it--jvnd tho linilu v, 
naaiMted hy Bon Ininhm** luid hi ii'i lf 
down in tho oollindikn oofio, ilu i’om< 
idolely hlied it; und i>o nr:jv.niv;ly 
muttored aomothUiB ahout ' tmvini^ hln 
iimba preoioua well orampi'd heforo oo 
got out of that oiiBHcd box again.” 

At all ovfiutfl it la bettor tliaii dnn* 


oing upon nothing,” obtiorved IhMt 
Limbor* 


Mr. Bealby bvokoout aanmll friigiMeiil 
of tho glass In ono oorner of tho lid, for 
the purpofio of lotting in thn frenh idr: 
then tho lid waa clofiod and necurely 
latohod* A quantity of ohi rualy |‘riu;n 
baiW was eproad up(Mi tho floor : iuul 
while BonXlmhor raiacd tho Imail of tho 
coftindlko box, Mr. Bealby prooeeded to 
warp iho stuff round the oiujo no tliat H 
o6vercd ihb gto lld» A quantity of 
t^lno was wound round and round the 
tu prder td keep (;he halite ia tho 
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Mf’ < [\l ol him when 


|)lfl MiOllH'llt. of lih'M illOn iMUiU'll/' 

'I’fun' i ui'w 11 lihiK'k Mf, room 
dinii ; mnl llo’ n /r vji nl. ii;u I of llio litniao 

niiolo her mimhou fiiMir. 

y ii'lit Uy tbi’ I’lealvfiuilr, 
Marv/’ etud INir lh‘ tdhy ; *' find Ihi ijiiiek 

jiihont it ‘ for Tvo rol lfi nut on 
huaiuei) I ily- Tlioro'a tho 

luummy to ho t. dcoii to oh I Mv. l''oaall» 

IfnTu lionno “ 

** I h'g vnur p fvdinff idr,” auM a ulirill 
Vf>ieo of rouHhmd uo/iiing from tho 
[lUDti.tgo (oi|()i(h'; hut Hothihi; lofivi'd tliiil 

houfU! ujilji joy iohli M [Oiid. \mi know 
iho id yoiitor’ay, air.” ooin 

tium'il Ihi^ liui.ll.'ul> for eho \vm the 

upf'ulo'V ; fiinl elm imjw' pushed liOr way 
l>i\ it tho Mi'rv.uit'id^'l tlio room;“t 
rou to reiioivfi flm nuiiii y whm Mr. 

lufa’dlton eomeii loivit wayo, liftooJi 

Ijotimhi of it, fi'i T' ot and tluiigi whtoh 
in dm - ' ” 

noftly,, my j/uod W(muml‘' 
mui\ Mr. Ihnilliy muomiiing no air ol 
oigoity ; '* yuo nood; not tieut |UKiplo art 
it they Vvi’ii; uU a o.i!i of fiVi'io»norn.*^ 

*' Mwiridhun, for lotnli 1“ iiried tho luad- 
l olv, wl>ii jhtiiHiifiiu d u Very vixen iuh 
oounlriiiUH a, lo.d tho uhoit tip <»f uhono 
notu), hohivOully M’*1 with di Inking, was 
now aiill nnoo intlanifnl wiUi paBbloru 
I ihm*t liioi to mio a fmiidi torin, 
hut ytai yfiiiriKdf eald it. .1 au|«puno uuw 
you erojpdog fo try uml Mhomm mo out 
of lay rrat, and tu Himambi that theP 
muunuy out of I ha Jiutu u 
hli;rra tu{\ Mary I if It iari paukitfl up| 
ready i”'--aud it wan with a perfcfl 
sernam td ragu that the landlady voo 
fefftted ih^m wordi. 
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<< Don't bo I'oolinh,’' oxoloiaiod UoiUby; 
•Micro bi y<>nr rnonoy ■ at flic nnrno 
timo !io prixliiood Hio binollM of !n\ak- 
noted wliioh i\n IomI i'oiv'iv/Ml from tho 
Ibirluir* “ fiO'n I Air. (dmlx r )>ri!n|.fht 
nm Iddt ni/'lil- n rinnittniwK) (hut Iliad 
boon ax|irr,(.iM|.' : bnt na roy /ojnd 

W0tnnn» Inid /onio to bed I did fiofyohonoo 
to diditii‘l> you/' 

*' 011 1 dear rnOi nif ^ It in not of Um 
fjli|?btoid. noriaiaiuenri',’' lUiid (Ik^ ld>nd- 
liuly, lit'i' (od.iro nonnier fdnmfdnj; from 
onnij.'od intadniu^o !«- (O in/dni^ nerviliiy. 

I )iojjf» f loiye no nllmoa'i. | lumw 

tho loid. V. ati aide I ahvayii anid nolo 

you, Ainry -■ didn't l 'if" 
o Yen, ni-dain, io be nnios" ronpoiulod 
ilio iuuvanl-/.pi'b roaiiily eori’o!)oraf in*' 
licr niifd ri‘nii‘M bdreboofl. 

‘♦And Ibo anre/’ eonUnued Iho I'liob 
|iHly» if 1 tlid jo'fowi y(>u for fho vmO 
it v/aii only boeadai^ itiy landlord iij ho 

vory bard n pnn mn " 

♦*Wnlb widl/' inferropied lleidby, 
will) wan unpi'd imit. to llniMb t bonciMiO; 

♦' ihcro’ii yrmr moiioy yon nan /.'ivo mo 

tho ronfdpi, pronmiUy, ( nay, lifmbor, 
by Iho byo/'-ounl bo turned towurdn 

bin friend 'Mvould yon mind niepplujij; 

round iido Movent (buflen widio Alary in 
goitiuf' brmdMaat remly and jindr non if 
you oiin Id 10 a mud o lif'Jd. one, wUh 
apirinf^H, yon know, to oonvoy the 

miunrny to Mr. lAradli' ri'n bouao*" 

♦♦ To Imnnro/' narponded lilmbcr; ami 
off bo dot. 

Tbo biudbvfly iprtborod up fbo I udt- 
noted whiob lioiilby bml tbro 'vu down 
upon ibo tiddo ; and with ibn o t. ' four 

our tided abo joi in d from tbo room ]Ui:i** 

mbdiiij; to foieb tbo reooipi mi et un mi 
pniudble* Mnry oordinnoil imr profmrii- 

tiond for tbo biradJmit; and tiuio for 
thiu|.!; and pmf'rended oomfortubly 

onouijjb. Tbo rent won nelfebMl— (hero 
could Im) no pnrniblo Impodimont io tbo 
romovul ot tbo Ibudby luul 

purpoHoly dirooiod Liinbort in tho pio- 
fionooofibo landlady^ to tio luul fotoli 
a cart, bo that ho miglit tbo np- 

pnarunoo of acting in « porfeeUy atmigbi** 
forward without being anxioim 

to oonooal nnylhiug. But muirooly bad 
tho landlady got down Ktairfl** when a 
double knock at tho front door oauoed 
bor to luuiton and atuiwor tho Bummono, 
It waB an old gonilnman of pafifc Bixfcyi 
to whom nbo gave admittance* Ho vvaa 
tall and thin— droaaed in blaok— and 
fltooping Bllghtlyi Ho wore green glaoaofl 
of tho (leflorJption called BhodcBji aa if tor 


wmk oyon or had eight* He walked 
wilili a oaijo ; ho took a groat deal of 

•'onH and not in a very oloanly manner,, 

an bill o)iir(;dritl indioatGib Ilia faoo wao 
vory t hin and very miiob wrinkled : hie 
foatiiri.ni wore Hhar[>; and bo had a habit 
of [unikoririg up Iiiii iipa ae ho looked 
Htoadf/ud.ly at any objoofc, Tliio wm? 
Air, h''onMll(ion — a man of (loop learning 
in ovoryibi ?g connootod with arolnco- 
logy, and of profound ignoranoo in 
ovfiryl/iiing that rotated to all other 
mat! ora, Ho bad writtoinolaborato worke 
upon eubjootn wbiob mmrnely intoreflfced 
fifty pooplo in tbo whole country, but 
wbiob bo fnaoiod bud tvu intoroat for tho 
oiitiro worbh He could ronUo a apaeoh 
of three houn/ duration on an old pip- 
kin dug out —or ropronoutod to have boon 
(Ifggod out of Horoulanonm; but he 
couirl H on roe I y nay threo v/orda on any 
topic v/bieh pooplo goncrally choose to 
coiivorso ui)on. llin house ?/as full of 
imrioniticru— or wliat bo believed to be 
cuirio'utim): ho had npent nearly bio 
whole fortune on tbirign which ho prized 
an botiig ot iaentimablo value, but for 
tho oolloiitlon of which no plodding 
inattor.of.*faot pornon would have given 
him oigbtconpmmo. Photography, tho 
atoiiui-ougine, tho railway, tho oleotrlo 
tolegnL)dii and all tho brilliant diB- 
ooveriod or inventions of modern Boionoe^ 
were with him uh nothing in oompariaon 
with broken old obiniii bita of Uoman 
comont, and other antique relies. Ho 
ooiutidorod it of far greater importanoo 
(o tbo world to find a duo to tho reading 
of Hgyptiun hioroglyphios, than to oou- 
tribute in tho sllghtost degree to the 
progiosn of modern intolligGnoe, Such 
\va«Mr. Fogailtou— the typo of that olass 
wim prefer gropiiiiB their way through 
tho darknren of the tombs and eopulohrea 
in which antiquity lies buried, than to 
bask in tho light of tho knowlodgo of tho 
n i no tooth eon tury. 

♦♦ Is Mr, Bealhy at homo?” ho at once 
inquired of tho landlady. 

♦♦Tofl, oir/' roepondod, ‘‘Pray walk 
up, sir ; I know that ho will seo you at 
(uico. Ho has packed up the mummy 
uU ready to «oud homo to your house 

“ OapituI I” ojaoulftfced Mr. Fosellton, 
with ftocoiitB of delight. To toll you tho 
truth, tny dear madiim— knowing from 
what you whinpred to mo yeatorday, 
how poor Bealhy waa preaaod for nsonoy 
— I wan afraid that ho might go and 
find another ouetomor for ^that mummy ; 
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hftvo lot ifc Blip tlirouKh my finRoni. 1 
know it IB ftt lonst thioo tliounoioi yonin 
old— the fltotn of Uio wnipporn inovfti 


iti*^ 

"Pray walk up, sir: I know Mr. lloi'l- 
by will bo very b'ad to aoo yoo. iK' 
hasBontout to biro o oiut to toko tho 
mummy up to yoor bouno/' ooutoniri 
the gaiTuloufl landlady : “ I dof' ' ' 
will bo boro in n few miniUoH. 

" Bsioollont 1” ojaoutntfid M r. I'oniiil- 
ton, "Do you know, ma’am, Iboro in 
food in that mummy ” 

" Pood in tbn mummy, nir i orimi iiun 
landlady, ftlmont tibriokin)!! out in brr 


OBtoniabmont. . 

“I mean food for tbo miiid, my 
dear, madam," rcapoiidcd tbo arobn'o- 
loaiat, — "tor a diBijuiidtion of »t b'ant 
Hi2i houro! Ob, tbo ploamiro of iinfobliof; 
E wrftppin„nof that mommy I Hut 1 
boHovo tbatl om to Imnd over tix' pnoo 

to you?" , 

"Woll,not oxaotly. nir,” ropliod tbo 
landlady i ''oiroumBtanono in now ebang- 
od. Mr. Boalby In a very bommiablo 
Boutloman— bo liftH jiaid mo my rout - — 
But pray walk up, eir: bo iu jiiat «oiii|^ 
to Bit down to bio broukfuHt; and bl« 
frlond Mr. Limbor— a very nino youii(! 
Bcntlomnn, who bronjjbt him tlto motioy 
—will 1)0 book in a fow miniitoo.” 

Bealby had board tbodfaildo kuoak 
nt tbo front door ; and at fintt bo iiad 
thought it wuH Limbor who might bavo 
forgotten to tako tbo latob-koy. But 
when two or Ibrco niiimlon olapnrd and 
Bon did not mako Ida appaoramio, Mr. 
Benlby began to got ttiieany lost impilrioH 
wore being made rolativo to the Burkor. 
He did not doro loavo IiIh apartmoiitii (o 
stop out upon tbo landing to liaten , 
tnuob loss to stoal down ataii'B to boo wbti 
it was— bfloauBO Mary woe miming to 
and fro, preparing tbo broakfoiit! be 
know her to bo inqulaitivo, and ho foarod 
that flho might ba aoir.ed with tbo inelinu. 
*-•" *^0 draw naido the groon baiaio and 
■ to tho ooffin-liko box in ordor 
nw tbo mummy looked wbon 
ita back. Thua Boalby 
tate of onxioty for aoveral 
ho at longtb rouogniBod 
the footatopa and then tho voieo of 
Mr. i^oNilton sa be asoondod tbo ataira 
fn company with tbo landlady. 

Mr, Bealby foronaw that he ahould 
have Borne dlflloulty in roapoot to this 
visit : for I’oaaUton wight a«k to have 
look at the wnmwy before he 


('onoludod Ibo bargain— or bo might 
inniat upon (.itking it iiwiiy with him} 
nod Boiiiliy: well iu'(jiiaintiui with big 
l(mdlnil.v’ii iriiviulouii diiipcuil.ion, wag 
(jiiilr^ ce ll. dill itho liiid iilrcudy lUiijiuunt* 
cd him wil li I bo Hopiio'-cd fiiol. llmt (,ho 
iiiiiiiim.v won in till' ii'iolini!C!i for tmob 
iinininlinl.t' (.riiiin|nii I. to ilii dcMtiniilion, 
llowcvor, Mr. Ilinlliy bopt'd Hint tbo 
diflioiilly oooai'ioiicd by l''iiiuiiil(iii'ii vieit 
nii((lil, ill* Hjit'i'dily lufinmmlt'd by his 
own n'lidy wit; imd lio (bin-cforo pro- 
piund liiionnlf for Ibo i loci'giinny , 

*• I nni nine. I illd rlulit to lull you to 
wtilb lip, nir." imid lim Inndludy, who 
niiHin (ilin bud |■nl■l!iv1•(! licr ii ntwim all 
nivilily, and iviin iiniv |iri>piiri'd tomako 
lioraolf nioiii oHicioindy obliging. 

"Mr Benlby w ill bo ,(iiil(i oliurmod to 
itcii you. Yi 11 will find llio inuiiimy 

already giielu'd up ’’ 

'' Wb'llt well, iirii’iiin," imid Mr. l''(iHiii|. 
Ion, " yon linvn fold nio mi two or tbrno 
(iimn: and I Imvo no doidit ilislbo 
ciuii'; lluw do yon 'In, ,Mr. Huolby'f’’ 

'• Ifov/ do yon do, my dimr air f" oried 
the yunnger aiebiieologint, '* I’ray walk 
in. Your limit in an oiiily omt • I lun 
(lorry to imy I am exemmively Inmy jimt 

at liiia moniunt ’’ 

" Buny in |(el!iii(i your broiiiifaiitl ' 
imid .Mr. l*’<)itid!(on ; '’but Unit won't 
prt'vi'til nil from m l Ming, mir liltlo bur. 
gain. 1 liuvu brouglit t)io itioimv— iiud I 
nndiirntaiut ymii fiieiid Inin |.ooni fur tliu 
imrl ’’ 

" Hero it ill I" e,\iilaiined Ibo oltieloilfl 
biudlady, inabiiig to Mm wiii iow, an hIio 
beard liio eom dn of Mm veldidu iitopping 
at ber front door, 

‘•All I lint I have a few nllier goudii to 
to remove tlrnl," imid Mr. Beulliy ; "and 
tbo mnnmiy ulial! oomn He.''.t. You nnod 
not pay me iio'v, Mr* l''uHttiiloH : I will 
bring you up the niommy in Miti oourHO 
of llto day— Ik fnw bourn imb'od' 

" My dour nir," intorruptod tbo Old 
arebioaloglHt, “ I Imvo net tny ntliul 
upon having it at onno : 1 hovo walked 
down from Tavintook Hquaro ftt thia 
naily hour on purpose to Hue you- 
can lilt mo Imvo tfkia oiirt -and your 
friend can biro anolhei'.” 

‘•I oftii do nolbing of the aort,” aiiUl 
Mr. lloftlby, 'ivhn was getting unoom- 
mmdy aiixbim, though Im dared not for 
the Hfo of him betray hi« nnoanlnosB. 
" I muat romnyo goods flrtit'.—-*" 

•'Stop I there la anotUor oart!” eja. 
eultttod tho iawtlltttly t ''swl it la a Wtth 
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whloh I know an<l whioh t'ollu portatinn, 
iiMinyl*' nho uhrir'lind forMi from Mio 

laiulinf; to wliioh n\\^^ llnw ; '' utop that 

rei'tntio [>i)riK )0 -and imv I havo i;ot him 
njobl" 

"Wind) tlio (Invil ddcH oil ihin moan?’* 
(lomJunU:(i ih'n /ut \\{\ luuv miulo 

hlfl oon. lurrd a ojirt 

and nuv!(» n fupilid hiiriMiiri.*' 

"And HOW Oi-'i'o aro (wo/^ naid Ali\ 
FoflHiltnr) : lliorid'orn I may ol, othuj lako 
niy nininrny humo. H<*ro, Mr. Ihjalliy^ 
is tho amniinl. ii pon- - -l-woidy 

pouridn and Muiold ftr<’}«JU(do;dsd., pr(j- 
diioing Ida p;H»k<d..lM,o!v> diovv foiMi ( ho 
liank'Ooion fn la nraid.'it n pinfunioa of 
iloouria'ntn. all rol/diug fu Idii fuvoiiiiio 
eoionoa- r.Hpanially /i nopy of npta’oh of 
aovon hourn* dtnaM^fO widoh lio dulivarod 
atilioliint mmdiop, of Moi radtiali Ao^mnia- 
tioa for lla» AdvaTinrntrot of tt(U0iU!i>. 

Ih'ii laiab'r aoH' undomiood it nil; 
ami hn p(anidv»'d in whnt na awkward 
diloinran idf) frioad Ho/dhy ii()pia(rd to Im 
placod. Hat Mr, Miodhy hud by ihiii 
tiino nuido u\) bin ndail haw to iad^ ; nad 
ho i-lmrofora aidil willi groat ooolmwia, 
** Wall Mr, I'Vaudltoa, oia(M» you aro In 
Huoli /t burry to Immiouio ponijanrod of tho 
muniiny, wo will aomdiido thn bargain at 
onoo, Mora it in oiad bo opomal tlio 
trutiU to whinb it bn.d laaui oomdgiioil on 
hoing takoa from t bo |»bain nano. 

“ Wnll, doar lao T* oxnbdmod tho buul- 
ljHly\ ** I tloapdit it wan in that pndtiigo 
wliUib waa alroinly dona up to \h) ra- 
inovinl/’ 

'*Iwhib, makua/* ladil Haalby. *♦ yoti 
would bava tha gtiodnoHn to loavo mo to 
manag(f my own l>mudmaf).** 

Oh I v/< II, nir, Jbuu ititro f don’t wiuit 
to Intorfaro/* oaid tb(i Inadlndy, ttainlng 
hor la imI iudignaully. f waa only 
holpiag to tlio hiad; of my ability: Imt 
I hopo [ may fmvnr upaak unotbor word 
if you didn’t nay Jmd; now— or loaHtwaya 
glvo an all to andarirlaiid, that tho big 
paokaga y<)ndrr 

»‘ThonVH Hornothing alrango in all 
tld^t/’oidd Mr, b\»jJBiItf>n <<Aro you euro 
itVi Iho Hiuao rntmiuiy you uro now flolb 
lug Baino that uBod to otand in 

tlio glaaa oa»n- — 

‘Mumk y<ai, Mr. Fotuditou/Mntorrupt* 
cd Boa I by ; ’'a. fow words will explain It 
ftlli I hav(^ got Honm artitdt'H of a dolloato 
and peculiar kind whitdi I Jiavo eold to a 
gautloiimn ; and 1 have paokecl thorn up 
in tho glaaa (uvae, Kor that reason I put 
the mummy into tho trunk, Your pro- 
found knowledge will show you that it io 


tho flaino mummy. Hero it ia, with its 
\yrapporH^-.‘I forgot how many years old 
you pronouncod it to ho/' 

Woll, wfdl/’ aaid tho old gontleraan, 
who in tfio nuMinfcimo hud bocn ourefuliy 
oxumining tho rnuiViiny through his 
gream gbiMiao : ib oortainly doen soom 

tho HiiHin it is no doubt ull right. And 

now lot it ho ooiivoycal in that trunk 
down to tho oai t/' 

*' Jlor(^ jua'iun/' auid Boalby, thus 
liaidiily whiapering to his lundUdy, ‘^just 
give the potato porson, no you oallod 
him, u little drop of gin to drink, as it 
wua vary oivil on hifl part to otop when 
Mary oallod him /'--and ho thurst a 
nliilliag into tho woman’s hand. 

8lin opod away to give one drop of 
gin to tlio potatoe poraone, and bestow 
half a dozen upon hornolf: a oord was 
|)ut round tho trunk ; ami Limber as- 
(Ufiiod by Mary, oonvoyod it down etairo 

old Mr. FoHiiilton following. Tho in- 
etuiit they wore gono^ Bealby closed tho 
door: amj bnrUening to pull asiclo a 
portion of thn green baizo, ho whispering 
ly aaknd, *♦ Am you all right ? have you 
got enough air ?” 

Blow mod’ growled tho Barker, '*if I 
(lould have foroueon there waa agoing to 
bo fMudi a preoiouH nhindy m all thiB— ” 
Well, never iniiub— ovorythiug will 
bo all right r* anowovod Boalby* “Wo 
will soon got yon down Into tho other 
(uu't; 1 idmll drivo olf with you— in half- 
an hoiir thn open lieldfl will bo gained 
boyond Holloway— and then you will bo 
free aa air.'* 

“ Make baa to thon,” said the Burkei 
from the depth of tho ooffindiko boxj 
'» tor Tm BO preoiotialy oqiioegod ano 
norongod up boro, I don’t think as ho\^ 

I nhali over got tho uso of my limbs 
again.” 

Ibfalby opod to the window; and look- 
ing out, saw that the trunk containing 
tho mummy, waa juat being consigned to 
the cart driven by tho potato person, as 
tlio landlady moot elogantiy oallod him» 
Old Mr. Fossihon was helped up by Ben 
Limlmr info tho vohiolo; and seating 
hirnflolf upon tho trunk, bo took a huge 
pinch of enuff in oomplacent and satis- 
factory antioipaUou of tho ploasuto ho 
was ehorfcly to enjoy in unrolling tho 
bandages which for throe thoueand years, 
as lie thmriiht, had onvelopod his pro- 
oiouB aoquisilion I 

Tho potato person whipped tho horeo 
— tho animal atarted oH-” but unfortu- 
nately at tho very instant tlio rod or 
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bar tyhioh kopfc tlio i)Ot!y of fclio oarf/ 
(lowo upon tho f^hafta, aconloiii» 
ally oanio oiUs Dp iilttsil ihooarl); anti 
lo and behold! Unnik, arolnool(»f^iflt. mid 
potato poi'oon worn fill pilclu'd lmoh- 
ward into iho nvroot. Tho ornd Ijudori- 
lUff tho trunk, oithor fuiaj^juul ov himfitun 
untied; aufl nut roUod tho inin/inty, 
Mr. Boidhy bnlndd tho nooidout from 
hit/ window, aiul «avo vont to un oja- 
oulatioii ol ndn/dod rap,o and dinfi]>)K»int- 

moot. , ,1,1 

A crowd inidanlaTinouidy ooMonloO ; 

and m Mr. l^'oaniHon raiaod hi'vmt'lf tip 
with (lifKioulty froiu the nknon on ivhioii 
ho had boon ao rmloly ho tlinrot 

hio elbow into ilm mufniny’a motiMi, 
and fiont tho hirh^oua loukiu}.; apohi/ry 
for a faoo orntjltinf^ in, 

*' My oyeH, iinvohi a/^o 1 * oh(»ui(*d a niitn 
from tho Market, wot It InUf a <lo/.iin 
ropGfl of onionii pmnhtnt ton iitontolink 
nvor hi.t ohouldor, mtd a idiovt olay pipo 
in hiff mouth, 

‘MIoorayr' vooiforaiod anolht'r in* 
dividual from the naum protiiuotn, /ind 
who boro a hankot of oabltaj.joii upon hiii 
hoadt 

lint tho^m wlto ivero itnavoat to tho 
Hoono of tho aooidont, Inokod on with 
miiif^lod ditiinay and horror ; for tito fir i 
l^iimpBO they iiad oauftht of tlm hidoona 
ohflpe, UB it rolled out of the irunk, 
naturally inapirod thoao ffu>lin/(n, 

♦^Mummy O iny poor nnni\my 1’^ 
moanod Mr. FoaniUon, who wan riMlnued 
to donpair 

* ' What’f! tlio old Konoirniin a tmyli')/ 
asked a ragi^md boy of u dilapidr.tpd 
ooBi:ormonfj[or. 

** Vy, don’t you hoar V* wan ilio ro- 
fti:oiVJo: *‘ho‘u a oallin/^ onl, for Inu 
mammy/’ 

*'My oyoiil” oriod another: “ hn’a 
raythor an old boy to afoard that hlo 

motlior flhould know ho’n out:**“ and 

tluB jont waa rccoivod with uproiiDoua 
''*^ghtor/ 

’>3 hiB mummy, you fool/’ aaid a 
at fluporior fipooioa al the M irkofc 
on ; for tho Hpoalcor had on norno 
inliday viBitod a minuniin of 
Dfl. That’a a iiuirnmy — moat 

King of Egypii which died throe 
thousand youro ago and w«b 
rt in bandagoa j»8t mi you pro- 
^uha in viuogav.” 
mummy indood I” aaid a man> 
loathom apron on who having 
I from tho noareat publlp- honeo, 
ked hie way through tho orowd 


with tim woll-nioant pnrpnno of rnndoring 
Inn iu4nj*!iiwi()0. A nim look in/!; mummy 
thill [icrol It'll inu’oimnnu like lofitlier/* 

'riiiiti >i|j('nkin|:':, llu' npionrd individual 
to'ik n() 11 pieee of Ihn luunuhed oouin 
t Urine!'; arul (iret lucildng it into 
niiiiulei' frugiuenln, ho put u munml 
lietween In i I i el. In 

•'Oh, tile nivnnihnl 1 lUowod if hn ain't 

ealjn// the mummy 1 * ''j'umliiled eoveral 
voief':!; mul tho fore un d- id I lie erov/d 
pH/.nd wilh a kind of ourioiiltv 

upon iJm mummy ; and with mingieii 
mu'pi'ieii and upon tho nuui in tho 

InathiM’ii e})ron. 

♦ .Mummy indimd t" o>:(‘hiiiimd tho 
indiviiluid luuunfnlly, n 1 'epniie you'll 
loll nii^ no\t limt ! dotdt know what 
leivtiior ie. I haven’ll b en a fiolddor fur 
theiio t'etMiii.v thron yieiVii wiMioiit It mov- 
ing Miminut a bold, (im a: 1 1*0 e I Wt.irkn 
With." 

Ijf'ailmr I’' nried tho imll'pieni, Mr, 
h'oiiailton, forge M l eg hi:i aueidnnt forget- 

ting the erowi'd fiirgoMing ihe puhlio 

phum in whiefi tlio miimo wiie ommriug 

fiir.'MiMing indi'i'd ovrn’ytiiing mam pt tho 
ammo of inmiKi im Wiui now nmarting 
nmlor at Mio idea id the (p‘omm manner 
in which tho repidali n of hie innnntiy 
waft iu>fiiiihid. lieatluu’ ? 1 tell yon that 

thill ii a innmtfjy the oorpno of ie>iuo 

diidinguifihed per.ion of an aneimit age*— 
tlireo i.liouaaml yeiiVti old if il.’a e einglo 

day t i»nd thut I’ll Jiw(<ar by thu wrap- 

pinga I I aai aidiamed of you* my man, 
If it worn an old ahou on v/hieh yon worn 
0 ailed to pana an opinion, it would be all 
very wolk** 

^♦Throe thouaand ytuir ohI-'-uInfi and 
nonaeneat*' ojunilatod the oolibler flin- 
dainfnily, *' I tell yoti It'a h*utluH’ — 

hmnt. imoiohed, or aoraothinK — Auil, 

by jingo I if I don't think it'u hooio iliut 
I Bold a geuuliiian wliiiih liveu up tlu*ro 
ifi tho eeeond atoioy of that f hero lunieo, 
and which in Unowed to be unoomnmii 
olovor at goUtng up thoHO horn nurt of 
tiungta" 

At tliiH mieiH Mr* Dimbor, who Imd 
hitherto rornainud upon tho epotto luden 
to what wnn taldng plu^io, waa nelKOd 
with a panio ; and Im ujmhI away m feat 
m hid lege would carry hian Tho uu- 
fiU'tunato arohjoidogiat Mr. V OHullton 
began to leok tmribly oreHtfajlmn Ho 
HtoupO'd d(^wr^-MHdv nruitiiior gnmn view 

of tUo muntuiy through luH glaH^ui^ Uuuv 

pullod of ilio tUour^idvim* 

exaiuiuOd It mero oUmoly witVi hi« waoked 
oycja* Ho ooulcl no longer oonooAl from 
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liirrtGoU hi) luul Iidom fp’Oiuily do- 

coivofl, If tho fUMddoid- f\?ui not. (khuu'ivvI 
totlko inuiHioy* In'oiKklrig h porlinu of i(., 
and tlnm uhowiii}-’ <>f wluii 11 ^ vhuj ooin- 
|jof! 0 ^ 1 i till) pi’(pljal>i!ily i(» t;ho olioat 
novoi' would luivii hi)m diiinovovod, and 
Mr. Foniiilfion would Inivo /.o>no down io 
hiogrHVofn tlu^ kiv[>)iy <u)nvioliou (dial, 
liodiiHl in pi)iiuoti(W(Oi (if a Innonu I’olio 
thii'ty o(inUiri('[) of aH(\ ihiv, now un- 
fart urudoly tho did on ion v/aii dimdpiiloil 
^ llin vinion wan dii4>tdlod'“ and tlda 
learned avc.h!iMdn/j.irit. found Mud. ho }n\d 
l^jvon tv/ouly jiouiidn fov (ho nioro pin- 
pooo of hi Ui^f (‘pro/.poiudy luofthoil at, 
joorod, /’ihiul, joliod, mid taimtod l>y a 
inotoiy mowd of i omo two Imniiiod 
poniono. 

Ilia oidora worn (pdfdily iafuiod (o t)in 
(Irivor of iho oart— or thn potato poraon, 

0(1 Mr. Ihwdhy'n landlady pulihdy and 
ooint(!ouidy doi.d|puM(Ki him, d’lio nium» 
niy wun tlirnat hade into tim trunk — 
ll)o trunk wan iakoii upon llm ohouldorn 
of tho potato porriouv-who, prcocdoil 
by ilio indifpiant Mr. Foaoillon, boRan to 
flBOiuid thn rdiaira towurdo Mr* Ikuilby'fl 
hpavtmnnta. 

Tim liiUf^ nconn wlihdi wo bavo dno- 
oriljod from thn moruont of thn tilting 
lip of the nmt, Io that whon tho tin- 
foiTunato imunmy wan huing huruo )>»udc 
to Idin who had nninuffuilun'd mid 
vondnd it, nnnupiid ahout tivo minuInHi 
Lot UH Ill'll what in tho interim had I alum 
plaoo in tho apartmantn of Jhddby biin- 
oilL 

Kroin bin window tbo fabrimitor of 
ouriofutma Imd obaorvnl tlm oaimavopho; 
and ho bud unrn tho (U)bbloi omoi go from 
tho publio-hou ’o. In liiin ho rooogninod 
thn vory man of whom bo liad bought 
the old h iUhor whiuh formod oiio of tho 
uornponrnt parta of tho mummy* Thou 
ho porofivod Ida frioiid Mr, itcnjaiuin 
Limbov vaniahing from thn ii)onn;and 
ho folfc oonvinotid that oomo dfaturbunoo 
would onauo. 

♦' Douoo lake ill* l\o oxolaimod, re- 
tro a ting from Ibo wimbiw, and baa toning 
back to the ouuo in whiub tbo Buikor 
was eulfined, ** Horoki an auoldcntl — 
the oart ban upaet— iiio mummy Ima 

tumbliMl oul-^ 1 think the trick is 

diaoovered r* 

** What trick V' e??rolninu*d tho Burker, 
with HO ruuldon a atart, oonvulBlvoly 
given iuuldo tho cato, that it 
wonder ho did not amaoh tho glaea hd 
above him. 


Nothing ubuut you I” replied Beulby 
Inuitiiy. That curuad muuimy 1 moanr* 
lUid haidc again! Jin ran to tlio window. 

Ati 1 hvo, that old nooimdroli h'onoiUon 
in li living tlio luummy brought hank I 1 
tihidl bo oumj)idtL'd to diiigurgo tho twenty 
puniida 

»‘ .l. flay,” vouifaratod tho Burker from 
ilio ghui:! oa I VO IuhI enough of tluH 
— ( oan atfuul it no 'oiigor 1 Juut lot mo 
nut. My limbfi in all tirampiMh-a hundred 
nulliuu noodlor^H and pirm io e, pricking 
my fo('t, lun out, i nay L-. ur I niiall 

ho nid'(ioiiUK;,’ * 

** Ml. op I an idou ntrikoij mo V ojaoulat- 
vi\ Boidliy. VVliai if 1 got oldFoanilton 
to ialio you nil to thiw houHe- — -Biib nol 
it will never do T* 

** And why not?’' aeked the Biirkor. 
** Blowod if I don't think it’s tlio boMt 
thing to Im done. Jiuit leave mo to 
manage the old rogue when I do gat to 
hill hoiiae— — 

No, noi” reapondod Btudhy : “no 
harm - no violence t” 

» Nounonuo ! I'll only frighten luni out 
of hie life — 

It unmt ho vo T' (laid Bealby. 
** Huah 1— they iiro uuuniting tiio fjtairQl ’ 
— and ho turmui to nu ot tho indignant 
arohmologiofc, whom) cane waf4 fiorooly 
tapping every atop aa ho led tho way to 
the eooond utorey, 


OUAPTEB OXVIII. 

'riiE AU(jita':oLoa:i«a\ 

Tuio hind lady, vidio had boon otanding 
at her front door to look at tho aooiclent, 
tho crowd, niid tho dudurbanoo, mado 
way for Mr. FoBBilton and tho potato 
pernoii to enter* Xbon, elu:dng tho door 
in tho fuoo of (ho crowd that canio to 
poop in with intoueo ourio^ity, eho 
followed the enraged arohooobgint and 
tho boivror of tho trunk up tho efcaira,— 
not rightly comprohonding what had 
taken place, and thcroforo all the more 
anxiouu to puah honmlf into Boalby'a 
apartment 0* 

•’HcrPi flir, ia a pretty trbk you ve 
played met* exclaimed Mr. Jfosailtou, 
m ho onterod Bcalby'n front room. 

'«Ona wo^di my clear Bir,'* eaid the 
ready-witted Mr. Bcalby. “ Hero are 
your bunk'0olcB : but just allow me to 
explain myeoU— and U my explanation 
ianot BabiHfaotoryi you can take your 
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moiloy and ba off with you. Hoi’Oi you 
man, put down that trunk — thorn'n hal^ 
a*orown for you— atid tako ynuraolf oH' 
with your cart, Juat havo iho iuiidiinaa 
to tell that other oarloi who in waitinj', 
to remain yot a little while; and 1 will 
aettio with him alno." 

Mi\ Boalhy ioBued hiu inniruotionn with 
much (jompofiuro and aolf ponnanniun ; 
the trunk oontaiiiiug the u.nfortiinale 
mummy wau dopooitod upon the floor-' 
the potato portion touched hie hut for 
the Jtalf crown, and look hin depart urtu 
Novv, my dear ma’am,” a a id ih?ali\v 
to the landlady, tlirnrdtnf); artother chil- 
ling into hor hand, “jnut Komothing 
to comfort you after all tliin diatnrijance 
‘^and leave mo to explain nmtteiH tti iny 
friend Mr. If’owfiilton.” 

Tho landJody accordingly vaiiluluul; 
the dcor wau olucod — and the old urchuhj- 
logiflt, acHumming a peremptory air, caid 
** Now, Mr. Boalhy, fur tluiHo oxplana 
tionsd^ 

'•They are cptcdily given,” wan 
Boalby'a icady roMponije, “ It io all iHr> 
oeriflo about crying dowfi the mnminy, 
and all bdfloliocd that the cobhlor toid 
you, juat bioiuifle I happened to owe him 
for a pair Bhuea. Pray don't intcriupt 
mo I I SCO that you think tlie mummy 
to bo worthlciia ; you are prejudiced — 
Woll, lot it bo granted that it in an im- 

poflturo 1 at loaot took it for a genuine 

artiole* However, it wan net the one 
you wore going to have sent up to you 

How ? what do you mean ? ’ doinamb 
cd Mr. Fosbilton. 

** You honght the mummy In the glahc 
Cflso— and there it in, loady puked to he 
sent to yom I said so from the very 

**Ahl butyfiu afiorwarda denied it,” 
Bftid Mr. Poufliltmvj you told me like, 
wise you had packed other things In the 
giasM oaso--™^* 

V All nonaonso on my part 1^' ojaoiilat'* 
Bealby, <‘You saw that young 

'tkman who has with mo— tJm one 
“--t and fotched tho onrt? Wtdl, 

0 huy a mummy— this waa last 
^ook tt fanoy to the ono in tlm 

T3d offered mo fifty p:mn(lfl 

t"/ 1 V t I did not mean to 

lot him have ft : I intomlod It all along 

1 meant togjvo hlm another 
short, that very ono that tho 

hubbub has juat been .about. But ho 
early thja morning to aeouro hia 
bargeinr^you ottuae ihortly altor^yoti^ 


bulb bnvvildnrmi /uu.l eonfu^u'd me— t 
iioarcely knmv how U\ act- — 

^‘Alil Im I” caid i\lr. : <'I 

Ijc/ph to uinhuMtaml I lU) the reul nnirn. 
my- wji nununiy- -iji in iluit ghma oabo 
after ail P’ 

“ Yen - and yuu may fake it lavuy with 
yon at ofico I” miid lb'idl)y ; “the uart 
in ;ij; tlj(Mloor, ntep 1 '-Muu'e’fi in., need 
to go proping tliroii.di tim I Herein 

your twenty poimdA extunino the mum- 
my m rUUfih ail you likfi when you gi^t it 
home at ytmr own leume counult all 

your friemia and if I have <leccive(l 

yon, tell mo i“m u rogm^ Hut jf nob 
HOiul rni; (he money by pofit or liy hand 

- or bring it to nm anything you like, 

oniy he quiek ami let im make an end of 
the biudneiia I” 

Mr, koaeiKon evidnndy thonglit (Ids a 
very fair, (auidid, and etrulght forward 
propuiml, lie tlno;ef<iJo look back tho 
laink notcc from Mr. Ucalby- -ami said, 
” Well i accept llie arra?igem<‘Mt. Yen 
know I am u man hmnujr: if tho 
munuuy iiiiilc, 1 will pay ymt.” 

“(loodk ejaculated Mi\ lbm|l>y ; 
o|hat will do. I mean tii accompany 
y<m to your (uvn houiio, juiit fo ace the 
nano hiifcly dtdivered, ami amuuo myself 
that there ia no farther accldcjit. Havo 
the kiiidncim to call over the landing for 
Mary, Ihut alnt may bid the cm r for (anno 
up and ludp me down with tho packfigo, 

Afr. l*ufaii’ion did him be wan (b^sired ; 
and Mr* Bealby, ImHlily appioaehiug the 
cam*, whiapm-cd Ihruuglj the hole in the 
tdiuiH lid, ’ft ia all right I” 

”»Si> much the butter,” gruwlcd the 
Barker fnun within. 

Bmilby gave a lent took, luit a careful 
and ecrutitiiv.iug one nt the gianni balsso 
and tho cordage, to fmaurc hbiinelf that 
tho box was (uunpletMy envidoped in tho 
wrapper. A few nmmnnta afterwards 
tho man whuso cart find liet-n hired by 
Ben Ijimber, ‘uado Ida ajipoaranee in the 
room, lie waa h strong btniy ftill()W ; 
and by Ufa stalwart I hi) ha, Ids broad 
shoulders and oupaeioim cheat, seemed 
quite oapable of carrying tho paokftgo 
without any asaiatanco, Thcreforo, 
when Mr. Boalby lent hm sucuour, tho 
carter did not eurnphdn of the weight, 
although tho Burkes was anflufcdly not 
the lightottt Individual in OJicfHtmmo* 

^*Yau nott,*' «aid Boalhy, a« tlioy 
dosoondod th» ataira, ** the box oonlafne 
Inglhl# mummy fa lined with th),--whloh 
ttuikee It heavy; for I dou’lr mppo#^ 
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tho mummy lliiolf vvoif^hn ubovo half a 
dor.on pourulu^ wrapporn and alK” 

<‘Lonl hhum you, rdi' I tho Tvoight'o 
notliiug/* nvqjondiul tho narfcor. *‘If 
you worluul in Oommori Oardon, m I do, 
Qiul had to tmrvy a vug in -load nr taiuru, 

01 ’ what not, upon your nhonldorn at 
tiniOH wImui unloHilird tho inarlud- ourtu, 
you wouldirt talk about Ihiti hoio punk’* 

hoing luuivy.” 

<'Woll, 1 am glad you do not (loin** 
pluin/’ Ihuilby; 'Muid if you uro 

vnry mirful in tbo butnnottH, Jind don*t 
(liidiub tbiu gi'CMUi imi’/.o at all, or lob tho 
nil* got into tiin box, you nlmll liavo an 
oxiia on)wn for your Iroublo.’* 

Thin aaauranoo grtudty (bdigbiod tho 
parlor; and ln3 rouolvoti by hia narofuh 
\\m\ to win tl»o pioiumt \vlii(di waa tlma 
proiniiu'd. 'i'lio froid; door waa opcmod: 
tho orf>W{l hiul by thia iirno <Hrt[)ov«od, 
with tho iin[in'uaioft that timro wan 
nolliina nuun to iuu3; and Mr. lhMill»y 
had (Imho) pronuMail it'd/uil ion of ht-ludd- 
iug tho paokiigo oufoly oonidgnod to tho 
oarli 

O Do you Mioan to \\n witli UH ?' ho 
hfiidily doniarub d of Mr. h'uHailtoin 

To 1)0 Muro 1” riJMpondnd ilio aroluon- 
kigiat who would not for tho world hum 
Might of tho piooiouu objtudi whioii had 
already ooat lilrn H(^ muah ivouhln. 

jump up 1 ho (luiulc about it l‘* 
paid Mr. Ib'alliy ; ami lot u« bo oK-or 
(dao wo nliall liavu morn loitorora ooltool- 
ing in tho lio[io of boholding auotlior 
auoidont/’ 

Tim (Mirfc drnvo away J and Mr* lloalhy 
liogim til broatho morn frooly. llo had 
puDooodod in got ting tho Hurkor out of 
Ilia houHo ; and tlda waa a mont impnrt- 
iiat aohioviuin?nt after all tho advoruo 
oirmunatiuioiHi whitjU hatl nodurod» I* or 
ho know porfootlv wall that if it wore 
duioovon ii that hi) had harhourtul tho 
0 Bmi()iMl murdoior, ho wcmhl have drawn 
down upon hia own head tho vengoanoo 
of tho law. IIow tho Hurkor mSghnt 
prortontly o.s:irioato hiuiBelf from tho 
ombarraHHing position in whioh ho would 
ho plutsod. whon FoBBilton ahould proceed 
to take olT tim groen bar/.o wrapper,-- 
vvaa a luibjeot of comparativo indillorenoo 
with Mr, Boalby : lor ho wno reaolved in 
Ida own mind not to return to hia lodg- 
ing until by nomo means or another ho 
aiiould bo eatiftfled that tho adventure 
fflHUod in a way whiqh was not likely to 
oowpromlee himaoU. 


Mr. Fuflflilton'a houoo in Tavistock 
Square was reached in safety. Tho old 
gentleman was bachelor ; he kept but 
two flervantfl, — a one being a cook, who 
wan more ancient, more blind, and more 
deaf than hiinnolf—tho other being a 
oountry girl who acted ac honaemaid, 
and who boing inexporionood in London 
life, wan devoid of any impertinent 
ourioaity. There waa a aido-ontranoe to 
Mr. FoaailtoiTe abode; and it wau hero 
that the cart halted, Tho paokago wae 
oafoly oonvoyod into a room on tho 
ground floor, which served as the arohmo- 
logistic muHoufrf? tho carter was liberally 
roinunoratod according to promise— Mr. 
Boalby lost not an instant in taking him* 
self oft— and Mr. Fossilton was now left 
alone with tho baize-covered package, 
wliich had hoen dopooited upon tho floor 
iti tho middle of the room. 

First of all looking tho door, so that 
ho tniglit not ho disturbed by the en- 
trance of any of thoflo arohwologioal 
friiuulrt who wero h\ the habit of 
froquontly dropjiing in to discuss the 
very iniorentiiig tmd usefu! subjects to 
which they no wisely devoted the whole 
nttcn'iouund business of their lives,— 
Fuiunlton took a knife and proceeded 
dclihoratoly to cut the cords which 
retained the green baize bo closely , 
wrapped round the glass oaso. Then ha 
took a pair of scissors, and began to out 
away tho green biiizo from the top; 
boeauso, inasniuch os it was folded two 
or throe times round the case, ho would 
have had to lift the case itself to remove 
the baize uuIobs ho adopted this shorter 
and ortBior plan of cutting it» He was 
very caroful, in tho operation, for fear of 
breaking the glass lidi and, as tho reader 
will comprehend, when ho had out one 
fold lengthways, he had to do precisely 
tho flame to each Buooossivo layer of thi 
enveloping cloth* Proceeding thus clS| 
libcratnly, Mr, Fosflilfcon did not ohoose 
to take a poop into the oaflo until tho 
proper moment should arrive, when he 
oouldfttono ghmee epibraoo the entire 
contents thereof* He did. not wish to 
anticipate the pleasure which he flattered 
hiniRolf he was about to enjoy. Thus, 
slowly and gradually did ho prosooute 
his work, in a meihodioal manner, until 
the last fold of tho wrapper was out 
through, and tho whole of tho baize fell 
away from tho lid of the box 1 

** Dear mo 1‘* ejaculated Mr. Fossilton : 
and he peered in mitiglod aotonishmont 
and dismay over tho objeot which now 
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mot lilB view. *' Thia is very strange I— 
very strange indeed I Why— Iiow~ what 
.~eh 1” 

It certainly did not look like a mummy. 
The dress was white ; there was a sort of 
turban on the head- the com jd ox ion of 
the individual was quite dark— there was 
a moustaoha upon the lip. Surely this 
was no mummy And yet whnt oleo 
could it bo ? The eyoHda wore eloHcd 
inorionleflB as the dead lay the Jiurker ! 

Mr. Foasiltod stopprd lower down, and 
looked oloser and closer info the oubo— 
or rather, we should say, through I ho 
glass lid, if this wore aniummy it was 
the most extraordinary one, as well as, 
tho freshest, he had over seen, Had 
Bcftlby deoeived him? No; thia was 
Bonrcely possible ; hoeauso ho had given 
him back his money— he had lofthimaclf 
at his meroy in respect to payment— 
everything socinod quite hononrablo, 
straightforward, and proper on Ihatiin 
dividual's part. Ah I a sudden thought 
struck Mr. It’oseilton. Mr. Healhv had 
prepared for him a great surprioo I IIow 
kind of Bonlbyl~how goed of him I 
Doubtless it waa some woiidroiiB novelty 
in the sphere of what wo may term 
Mummyism, which through the ngenoy 
of that same exoollont Mr. Boalby had 
now fallen into his hands I Eiiraptiireil 
with tho thonghti Mr. EoBsilton opeueti 
the glass oaso and was in tho not of 
strotohing forward his hand to touoli tho 
oountennhoo of tho supposed mummy,— 
when tho Burkor suddenly ofioned ills 
eyes -and raised himself up to a sitting 
posture 1 

It was not exactly terror wliieh Boi?.od 
upon Mr. PosalUon: it wss a general 
Blupefaetlon—paralyBis of fho senaoB, 
which, without absolutely depriving him 
oi his oonsoiousness, mado him sink down 
upon a seat and gn 7 .o through his green 
ipeotaoiosi as well as open-mouthed, 
apon this extraordinary proceeding. 

“Don’t bo nfoard, old gonelmnn, I 
dn’t agoing to ent you," said tho Burkor, 
as he now endeavoured to rise up oom> 
pletoly from the interior of the ooso : 
hot the task was a diflioult one, his limhs 
being horribly orompod. ''Well, I’m 
hlowed if this here ain’t pleasant— ouss 
itr 

Mr, PoBslltog groaned— hut did not 
move one holr's-breadth woto than If he 
had been ft veritable stafuo, or ono of his 
OVD petrifaotions piftoed in thatobair. 
j;: V Well, I'om sniggered if this ain’t a 
ptotty jobl” contmued (he Barkeri 


growling savagely : '* to got one’s legs 
palsied os if they was frozen— blow mo, 
it beats tho gallowa — beats it hollow I" 
Hero Mr. Eossilton, aliruptly soizod 
with tho terrifying olToot of a oomploto 
and uttor rovulsion of feelings, sprang 
from his seat and darted towards tlio 
door. Tho sonso of suddnii and friglitful 
danger to wliioh lin tlnio hcoamo exposod 
noled like galvanism upon tlio Burkor; 
find rushing after llio arolmiologist, ho 
giiiHprd him violently liy the arm, 

" Hold your tongue I— don’t cry out — 
don't say a single word I" growled tho 
Builu r : “ or by jingo, I'll do for you 1 — 
I’ll cr.ok your goose in a jilloy I ’ 

Thus epoakiiig, ho at tho sanio instant 
snatolied up an old rusty sword whioh 
lay upon a shelf oloso at hand, and 
wiiioh was supposed to have been thcono 
wielded by Mgward tin* llrst. at tho 
liatllo of Ealkirk — or at least, snob was 
the assuranoo given somo timo ago by 
Ml. liealby when lio sold tho ourious 
weapon to its present owner. 

Wbali wonid you do, nnlisppy manC’ 
oskod li'ossilton, troiiibling with mingled 
alarm and horror. "You would not 
murder mo? Ne— no— you you— you— 
wouhl not mur— ur— ur— dor mo ?" 

“ No, nob if you koop qullol" respond- 
ed tho Burkor. ‘‘I’m aa iunoeonb non 
young. lamlcin whioh skips in tim fllolda 
when folks lot mo alono." 

' But le/fo aro yon? what does all this 
moan?" askfui the liinvihlorod li’osslllon. 
You aro droHsod llko ir J,iiHoar™lnib you 
Bp'ak Engliiilf -If not oxaotly with a, 
purity of Bunyan’a alylu, at all ovonts 
with a certain facility—" 

'• Leave Corn and Bunion to thoir* 
selvPH," eaiil tho Burkor; •' and now just 
lIstoH to mo, Thorol you’d hotter eifc 
down agftiiii sir — you’re all over In a 
tromhio and quiver— and shivery ehftky 
like— oorao, elt dow, I say— d’yo hoar? 
It’e HO uso your keeping near this door.'* 
“ Well, well— what do you want? who 
aro you? and what does all this moon?'’ 
inquired tho arohuiologlst, whoso mingled 
bowildorment, terror and dismay defy 
all power of deeariptiom 
" Now Ihore’e no use In shuffling about 
with the question," said tho misoroant s 
and planling himsolf opposito the mis- 
orablo erob ecologist, who had again sank 
down into a olmir, he added in aoool 
independent manner, " I sappose you've 
heero toll of one Mr. Barno*, be((er 
knowed M (ho Barker I” 
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**Goo(l liouvonH thn inurdororT* oja- 
oulat<Hl ,l‘'(jmnlfcon faintly. 

riVVoll — yrni may oui) him th(U if yon 
liko/' jjroooocJnd fcho rulliun : hiil) lionj 
ho fitamla irk hin own prnoiiMia indoiiLity 
nforo yom Nob luml imr word, nld f^ontln- 
iniin l--(lnro bo ory onb, and F wplib your 
hoad ope)n 1 Thorn now I hn (juiob, liko a 
flood old man— arul no harm will hajkpon. 
Tain to Ijilio my loavo of you in a 

few minntoH ; and I don't think tho 
parting will ho worry difiirnttjnng (or 
oitlior of uh/' 

Mr. l!\)8«ilton Inokod uh if ho ontor- 
taiuod procdHoiy ihd mmo vio\Vi and aa if 
tho Hpoodior tho ooparation took place, 
tho bettor ho olionld bo ploaBcd* 

*«Now you Hoo, iny Hiio old follor/* 
(loritiinnod HarnoBi *' it won’t do for you 
to Huy a flinglo word about tliiH lioro 
biminoHii: h )08 why, if you givoa informa- 
tion, and if Tm took on account of it, 
IbIuiII worry ooolly any that you was in 
tho trick with Ibialby to got mo out of 
my trouble, but that you afborwarda 
lurnod round upon mo, 'ooh why I didn't 
ooino up to tho mark in tho cash de- 
partrnont/* 

Good hcavnuu 1 what a difltronsing 
pOHilion for a man Uko mo to bo placed 
inl’^ moaned ilio miKorahIo aroliioo- 
logiat* glvbig way to tide lamontatiorifl, 

Micorablo poaltion I miHorablo, min- 
omblo V* 

Not a bit onTl” ropliod tho Hurkor. 
♦’All yovdvo got to do into hold your 
tonguo—ancl nobody will bo tho wlHor/* 

M woidb aay aword— don’t bo 

afraid— but for boaveuda unko go I” said 
Mr, KoQflilton imploringly* ♦‘Got amH 
will forgot that you bavo over boon boro 
—that I have evor bgou you. But if 
thia iun’t tho laet fclmo that I bargain (or 
mummioB— — 

♦‘To bo euro I You’ll know a trlok 
worth two of that,’’ ojaoulatod tho 
Burkor, with a ohuokling laugh, Now 
juflt lob rao alt down and write a bit of a 
note— and then I'll take myeolf oS.*^ 

Tho mlaorablo arohcoologiet pointed to 
a table on whioh thoro wore writing 
metorlule i the Barker ooolly eoatod him« 
Bolf, and proceeded to commit a few 
linoe to paper* Though the billot was 
ohortj yob tho prooceo of writing It was 
ootuo what a tldooue one, Inasmuch ae 
Bamoy'Wae a very indlQorent penmans 
and tUu8i dnring tho ten mlnutoa ho wft8 


oiigagnd with lua oorreapondonoo, Mr. 
FoHHiltnn nato in a perfect agony of 
drear! and horror* To bo there with a 
iniirdoror — there with one who might 
Huddonly turn round and m ardor him — 
tho thought wafl hidooua I Tho poor 
arohicologiflt'a brain wag in a porfeot 
whirl; and ho bitterly repented hia 
doalingfl wiOi Mr, Bealby. But tho 
Burkor really had no intention of hEinn- 
ing tho old man; he saw that it was easy 
to intimidate him, arfd that the effeot of 
tho intimidation would not. speedily 
woro off. 

Tho note was oonoludod J it waa folded 
up — Healed— and duly addroaaed to tha 
peraonage for whom it was intended; 
and tho Burkor aeourod it about his 
poraoh. Thou riaing from his seat, ho 
surveyod himself in a looking-glass, and 
he folt oonvinoed that his present dis- 
guiao of a Laacar was, if anything, more 
perfoot than even that of a Jew whioh 
ho had HO roocntly worn. 

♦♦ Now, you understand, old gonel- 
man,’’ ho aaid, turning towarda the 
arclucologiflt, tho conditions on which 
wo Hoparate, You hold your tonguo 
about mo and I ahaU hold my tongue 
about you. Bub if bo bo you take any 
fltop to pub tho police on ray track, TU 
toU Buoh a pack of lies when brought up 
before the beak, ati Bhall gob you lagged 
— that’s transported, I moan- — —for 
harbouring a chap in my position* So 
now you know, la it a bargain— or is It 
aotr 

♦'It is I Jtisl replied tho trembling 
aroluBologis. '* Heaven knows I want to 
WftHhray hando of this business I There, 

there, my good man ‘Dot my good 

man my roan, I mean*- — anything 

you like to call yourBolt— -there’s a five 
pound note for you-— and pray take 
yoiuflelf off l*‘ 

*»Thhnk*ee kindly, sir,’^ rospondod the 
Burkor, who behold in this little incident 
an additional proof or Mr, FosBilton^s 
utter timidity and of his anxiety to hush 
up the matter as soon as possible, “Good 
by, sir.* ^ 

Thereupon the Barker uolooked the 
door, Issued from tho room, let himself 
out by tbo aide ontranoo, and gained iho 
streets 
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Tub Kooiio now tihiffM to a very 
olcgikut anbui'liiuj roBidtnoo on lirixton 
Hill. It waa a villa — not vory ii(nioionoi 
but goiiteol in ita oxiorior — ooinniodiouH 
ftiid boaiitituliy appoiiitod intornnlly. It 
Btood iti tho midst <>{ a wot) )ai(bo\it 
garden, in wbiflli thoi'u woro tint hounon 
and ooiiHOi’vntorioH ^ while tho oootipa- 
tion of a groom who wna ongngod in 
washing n liandBoiuo o irriago of tho doii- 
oription knowzi ns zi olarcuoo, soomod to 
prooluiin that tho ooonpantof tho villa 
must bo in very oiwy oiroutUHtiinous. And 
Buoh was tho case; for this bountiful 
Buburan roaidouoo was tlio oiio to wliioh 
Madamo Angoliquo had rotirod aliout a 
wook book, after having brokun up her 
ostabliahmont in ono of tho fuahionalzio 
quartora of London. 

It waa about tho hour of noon — and 
Mndamo Angoliquo was roolining tipon 
tho Bofa in a bountiful furnmliod purloiir, 
with a niiuahor of bVonoh nows^papuru 
and h’aohion- books Boiittorod aroiziid her, 
Shu was droaaed in an ologuntdishohillou, 
which however would liavo rather bo- 
oomo a young lady of hotwoon twouty 
and thirty than tho elderly dame of 
about fifty. But than fllio wore it with 
Buoh on oxquiaito Pariaiun ooquetry— 
oud tho beautiful Proneh oap ao ooui. 
plefcely oonooaiod tJio false front wlihth 
Madame Angoliquo wore — tho rouge and 
tho poarhpowdor, too, were so artistio* 
ally laid on— tho brilliant aot of tooth 
looked so porfootly natural, and did auoh 
inunito oredit to tho Parishni dontiat 
who made tlioin,— that Madarno Ango> 
liquo might certainly have passed lieraolf 
off 08 boing ton youra younger than aho 
really was. 

A loud knock at tho door proaoutly 
mada her lay aaido tho Prouoh Pashiou* 
book which aho waa reading ot tho 
momontj for though aho had given up 
nor trade of millinor, togothor with tho 
moro queationobio ono which aho had 
conjointly oarriod on,-.ybt she oon* 
tmuod to oxperiouoo a livoly ourloaily In 
ovorything whioh regarded the noweat 
ttodea for iadiea’ apparel. Tho window 
of the parlour in whioh aho waa aontod 
OODimandod a view of the projoeting 
portmo of her villa rosidoiioo ; bo olio roao 
from her scat, and juat pooped botween 
ourtaiM to BOB who the vialtor 


Sluvdholt I” tthn, half ojiuinlaU'd • 
and an oxpronnion of aniiovam)i,> llittyd 
over bor eonntoiiaiico, " 'I’hi., ,,,,11, 
jn-ovo an extortioner,’’ sho enn tinned 
mulling to heriuilf ; " I aeo that ho will 
— if I lot liim, Hot I miiut exlrioato 
myself from his eliitelum. Neverlholmi.z, 
the fellow ban hitherto been iisoful-- 

At thin Jiiomont tlio parlour door wan 
thrown open; and ti neatly attirod 
coqiiotinh-looking fotuaie-miivaiitj wiu,’ 
vory luotly featiiren, duly annouiieeil Mr 
Hhadliolt, Thin individual wan dieHnei.i 
in what both l.itiuiolf aiid bin tailoi 
mount to he the very extreme of fanhioiu 
but the natural vulgarity of tlie nuni 
marred all the client whieh ex(|uinitoly 
out {ranmmtn would otherwise) Imve prd- 
dimed, Ho wore a iirofimion of jewellery 
indeed it would neem an if lie had ntuiiied 
every potinihle means of erosvdiiig golil 
ohaiiiii and other trinkets almut 'bin 
perncm. He affeeted a half-rakinli. half 
jaunty air, ns if ho were jier/eeily satiH. 
Hod y/ith the ntyle in whieh tie was tlma 
playing— or shall wo say (i/u's;/ the Went 
KrMi y 

” Well, my dear madam," ha said, 
throwing himself upon the sofa, nesr the 
retired millinor. '■ how do ym, get on i„ 
your now iihoihi /*' 

•' Having only lieeii hero a few dayn," 
rosiien'hxl Madsme Angeliqm*, 'H estuiot 
us yet say mueh ahoutit; Imtlhiivo 
every reiiHun to believe tliat I sliall tiko 

"Well, I think I am a tittle too (wirly 
forlumih," said Mr. .Shadholt taking a 
gold watoli from his poeket: *'«o wo will 
have a litilo ohat upon liusinenH before 
tho I ray :» brought up," 

*' Wluit husiiicss unn you have to 
talk to mo upmiT inquired Madame 
Anf^oti(juo» ** Now llmt thuiau uirln iiro 
fully diapoacd of« — 

“Ah I waa not all that onpitnily 
nianagoa?’ ojiioulatod HhndhoH, with 
oud hllnrloua laugh, "That was my 
idea— and lb wiia 1 also who found Cart- 
wright to ourry out tho buslnoBB.'’ 

“ Yes— thoro ia no denying that tho 
ftffar waa capitally managed, “ said 
Madamo Angoliquo. "But-*—" 

" Ah I Cartwright la clover fellow—ia 
ho not! proueedod the visitor- ''In 
aome rimpeota ho boala honeab Iko Shad- 
bolt. Only think of that young fool 
Auguatua Softly marrying Armnntino, 
and being ao eager to diaplay theoertifi- 
ottte to Oorfcwright the next tlmd oalled 
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w,.|!, Antumtinn in oKiiolluiiUy pio.; 
billed loi’- '‘t *'>«“<' f*'*’ 

nl,aorvr,<l Miuliuiio Aiin<*li<Juo. “ «lui wjU 

ofoounioniiu HofUy of time 


“Olil n iniilitor of 

ojiiouliiliitl rilimllnilli, wiUi 


OOIIIHO t” 
imoihi^r 

IdluriouH laniih. *' Bnl, I’lini (inro I (loii-fc 
know wliioli 1.0 (uliiiu'o nioiil;,— -tfio vyny 
in wliioli oiu'l.vni{>li1; lOdnni'od wifcli tiliat 
iool Softly in ioH)H!ofc to 
tl.o unioii.'i' in wliioli !•« lioid • wiM old 
Lord Wonimin in roHiioot to KfO'inuno. 

At nil ('.vcntH wo Inivo <lono well lor tho 
two (.'irlft Arniuntiiio in miirriod to <va 
Mdtiooiulilo- -Enliintino to a Lord. Ami 
ft,, („r !..inda—(dio ifi linppy onoiisli with 
Oiirtwright liiiiiBolfi Ah I i'«t you ahould 
Lvo noon that miHorahln follow Ohokor n 
oountominoo whon I poiHonutod Mr. 
Downy of tho (inn of Oatchilat, Hharply, 

UuiHriu, luul , *1, > 

I hnvono dnubij of Biiul Muclaino 

AiiKolhino, rafclior iinpationtly : Init 

wo Inivo (lioomiBod uH thoHO Bubjooto 

<1 Ycfi and wo have divided tho apoil 

too," oxolnitnod Mr. Shadholt with a 
Inuith " 1 miiat aay that Annaiitino 
LSo'down vory handoomo with lvo 
luiudrod iioundii tho momoiit uho had 
nurriod iioftly-and Eglanti.io with five 
nmdrod alno whim oho heoaiiio Lady 
A^oiihatn. Dot it wao aloo ('onoroHO on 
nir part to lot (Jiirtwriutht keop all lio 
L.ot by Idnda for himu'‘lf,'"-yo<i 
nunaii.inn eoutont with five hundred 
npio(! 0 ^-tho vory idontioal miina wo «ot 

frfun tho inrlH--- i HUppOHO WO 

now oall thom tho lion. Mro. Hoftl;? and 
Lady Wimhuni. Nothing hko HpoaUu r 
nmiioolfully of ladioa in lliRh oonditionl 
!^ind aiaiii Mr. lamio Bhadliolt laughed 

^'*oAiuf you liavc mad a good tiflo of 
voui aharo of tho moiioy. aa woll mi of 
Sll tho other littloomolumoiitfl you have 

dorivod from your ! 7l «a 

♦ ..ntta iiH Matlamo Angohquo thua 


Wlirtt do you liioau aok«d Madame 
An[U)li<luo- ** oourao you eannofc 

nuppofiB 

“I'hafc I am to pioy upon yourpurnet' 
intmiMiptod Mr. Shiulbolt Certainly 
i\ot I Ah ! you Hco that I und.orHtood 
what wau paH«in^5 in your mind. But 
oorno— don’t bo alarmod l-*it iaall fair 
Olid jibovo-board* Do you not rooolloot 
that whon you wore going to give up the 
millinery ORtablifihmont, I fiaid I would 
put you up to making a little money in 

otiior waye , , ,, i 

I roooUoot perfoofclyi answered 
Mudamo Angoliquo: *' huji I thought 
when wo hud uooomphahod all thoae 


tlnnge in rofjpoot to Armantino. iiiglan* 
lino, and Linda—'’ 


i ti’Otn vuMv — 

mo! ’- -nnd ne Mudamo Angohquo tluia 
Bpoko, Dho Blowly Burvoyed ‘‘‘o 
drcBBcd, gom-hedi'Aonod poraon of Mr. 

Hure, to be aurol” 

Individual, ooruplftoontly playing with 
Iho watoh chain which ^ 

hia Bilk waialoottt. "But ^ 

iiCBBl It 1« iny intention to make hay 

while tho aun 

Iron iH hot : that is tho invariable maxim 
of honeat Iko Shadbolt-and It a one to 
be followed by all aoneible people 1 


<* That my invoutivo goniua was ex- 
liuuBtod ? Nothing of .tho, sort I It only 
ohowa how little you roully know of 
honoat Iko Shudbolt. Bloas you, my 
dear madam I I um up to a triok or two 
I onii usBuro you:"-and he winked 
moat knowingly. 

« Woll, wbiit do you moon f naked tho 
li’ronehwomttn iinpationtly. " I wieh you 
would oomo to tho point." 

••During your timo, 
vSluidbolt,—" I woou while you have 
boon oiuiblod to oblige oountleBanumbera 
of groat uiul wealthy poraona both male 
“ and fomalo, I moan, in 
that many lorda. ladioa. and gontlotolka, 
Imvo Been tlio interior of your private 
vooma at tho fuahioiiablo GBtabliahmont 
which yon h&vo juat given nP“— 

“To bo Boro,” said Mudaina Angcbquo. 

•• And what then ?-what do you mean 

ino to undorntand 

•• You ahall Boon aee, oonbinuod her 
viaitor; “ oud then you will form a atill 
hicher opinion of your obedient humble 

Bo?vant.^Iaaao Shadbolb Esquire. PleaBO 

to liaton attentively. At 
house of your’a there have been wives 
wTo did not come there to meet their 
huBbanda— and there have been unmar- 
tied ladies who did not afterwards 
the lovers whom they met there, but 
whnhavB sinoo boon oonduoted to tho 
altaAy oredulottS once who 
peMo/their antooedonts. Is not all this 

*'"®Very true,*' responded Madame 
AngMiquo. "And now I see what you, 

iSt mo finish; and we willi 

debate SU the flubjeot. You be 

\wffh (k little loflootiour that lu 
hiving dlfiojenV 







ladioa and goiif lemon, yoii oetaMmliod 
flvorIai)l)ittf> elaima upon fchoii* grailLudo — 
and whioii ohiimo, toy doar inR.luDi/^ 
added Slmdbollj Higniftoanily, *' tlioy will 
nofc daro to ifj;iioro. I tell you wlmt you 
must do« duet niako out a liet of eoiuo 
ten or A do/.en of thu huiioa wlio ate thuo 
indebted to you, ho that wo may hold a 
oommitfcoo of vi aye and nuiaiifl ami vote 
the amount whioh ouch lady ;n to oon- 
tribute to our troaaury. Then I toll you 
how we*U manaijo it. 'you «hall v/rite a 
flweob pretty little note — ping paper— 
aoentod— foldod into threo-eornorod ohapo 
—and all that aort of thing; and you 
will flay in oaoh uoto (iomothing to tho 
following offoot ‘ Madame AngolUiuo, 
having retired from businoRfl, roBpeofully 
eolioitfl tho oarlioBt oonvoniont oobtlo- 
mont of Lady So-and- 8o’o aooount— 
47-lK, as per bill doUvorod, Madamo 
Angoliquo boga to add that oho hue 
placed her outotanding acoonntu in tho 
hando of Mr. loimo Bhadliolt^ who will 
oavo her ladyobip the trouble of eonding 
to Erixton Hill, by porermally waiting 
on her ladyahip at So-und-8(> Mansion/ - 
Thorol what ilo you think uf that?*' 
oxolaimod Slmdbolt triumphantly. 

<*Nono of ihcHO ladioo owe mo anythin/! 
at all|*' responded Madame Angoliquo • 

they have all paid mo ** 

“I know that very woll,'' waid 81 muL 
bolt; “ and you know equally well that 
It hao nothing to do with tho ouho. You 
write the biilot/r-^lot mo take thorn— 
and you will very aoon «eo if in ovory 
instanoo I do not obtain tho rnonoy^ If 
any indignation i« ahown, I ahall very 
soon give tho fair onea to undorotand 
that it is a bribe for your neoreoy in 
^OBpoot to their former doings at your 
iouse. In Bhort» it is a gontool and 
pleasant little mode of extortion whioh 
<^hoy cannot possibly resist. 

Madame Angoliquo roflootod (or some 
moments; and then she said, would 
rather not do it*^iauoh rather not.“ 

” Oh 1 1 understand I* orlpd her visitor 
petulantly; “you have not suflioient 
oonfldenoo in honest Ike Shodbolt? you 
think that when J onoe get hold of the 
money, I shall use tho last syllablo of 
my namo— whioh meano boW But 
there's nothing of the sort to be feared, 
pnour amongst— ahom 1 1 moan honour 
Mftdame Angoliquo and honest 
IkeShadboU/* 

fitdU I w<mld rather not/* answered 


How ridioiilouo I" oiaoiilatod 8had- 
bolt, ‘'You know that you oau trust 
ino. BoHi<loH, givo mu ono iittlo billot at 
a iinn^; and as 1 bring bank tho cash to 
1)0 (lividod, you onn givo mo nti()lhoi./» 

“ You do xkjI undend/iuid my ohjeo* 
tion,’* Hiud Madamo Angoliquo. “ ’Pho 
truth that my lato Imoitman was nearly 
gotting ino into luioh HorioiiH ironliln--tiB 
no one botior knows than yourmdf-^thab 
when iMottlod down hero at this villa 
1 made up iny mind to load a qtiict lifo* 
ami avoid ovorything that oould pos- 
tiibly involve mo in dilUoult iua for tho 
futuro/' 

“ But il\oro in no ohanoo of trouble in 
whut I propose/ ' porsistod 8 had bolt. 
“ Tho prooooding — — ” 

“ It m extortion —or attnmptrd oxtor- 
tion — or what^jvnr tint lilngliHh lawn oalle 
it/* olmervod Madamo Angoliqiio, 

“ Not a hit of it 1 Buppnao, for in* 

fltanoo, a hnly dolloH you takoH the liigh 

ground— Hays tliat aho owfm you nothing 
— tluit she oan proiluoo yotir rroeipta*— < 
a' (1 Mint sho dura nut innhinitand tho 
nature of the throulH Imhi out through 
me? Well, if \yo really nee llmt the gumo 
can’t he played in that qu/uter, aa 
upfdt>gy must bn minle. 'Madamo Ang.. 
clique prenenls her compliruenta to Lady 
tSo aiiU-So, and dee(dy rogrotH timt a 
mistako Hhnuld have been made in 
respeet to her ledyHhi|/H aeeouut, which 
was entirely owing to an errunuoUH entry 
in Mailame Angrtliqut/a books; hut which 
is now cnmplclitly reeti(lcd.^-«\Vhat can 
be better than lliat ?'* 

** 'yiiiH dmm Indeed hjok feasible/' said 
Madame Angoliquo; “hut I wdl think 
over it — — thorn is no hurry for a day or 
two-; — I will let you know, 

“Ouodr* Said Hhadbolt, “ There is, 
MS yoti say, no hurry in tho matter. And 
now ni ring (or lunch.'* 

With that Leo-and easy, indopemlonft 
mammr whioh oharaetorizud him, Mr, 
Ittuao BhaUhult pulled tho b(dl ; and 
when the pretty maULiservant answered 
thoaumrnone, ho Bai<J, “Your mistress 
Wants you to bring up lunoh, my dear.*' 

“ Yes, sir and tho girl was about 
to retire. 

•‘Stop one moment 1" oxeldlmfid Mr. 
Shttdbolt, •• liriii|;{ up overylhing cold 
thofo in in tho Inrdor, no Unit I oan tako 
my oljoi(io~~»«uud Bonio bottled utout"-* 
port and aherry, of oour80~~--fn3d I 
doB b mind having tt gift, 8 or two of that 
fine old Madolra- ” 



THE MYHTEIUISS 


231 


« TlrifiK <Tftiio. (iH iimiftl,*’ 

paW Mndiitno fhuH (uldrcHniiiK 

liorpolf fo <dio rw^rviiiit hik.I nuH.inf' oliovt 
hot viniior'M jniiHifurioiiti onlcirn. 

wht'n Uh> 

i„„i(].Mr(rvan1; Ii»h 1 wil hdrawn, “ T miinl. 
beg of yo" f'd. mo I'*' (l>o iniHtro/id of 
my own lioiiHO. Vein iiro vary wrilonino 
(o viiiib nm Mini if wo on (or into llmti 
IiiiHinnmi of wliinli wo worn jonb now (iilh- 
iiip, il: will lio ncnoHiinry (liii(. you Hlioiild 
onll fiT((nonMy. Knl' yon nuinb not. uinirii 
nn luifctiority witliin llu-no waltB— you 
ivbiild ooni|)romiHo mo HorioiiBly. I'ray 
liimr in mind tlniti I liavo ('(d. im oiil.irnly 
now not. of itorvnntH- — uoiio of tliono 
limb I baii at. tint other CHtahliahniont. 
/lil tliey Icnow of me ia that I am 
iliniamo Anyeliquo, tlin faidiinnahln 
aillinor, who liaa retired from tiiniinonn 
)ti a fortnno — 

"And (juito onnu(?h for tliom to knowl 
Dflpend njioo !(;, my dear inadnnii you 
hall never lie eompromiflod by lionoBb 
ko Hbndbolt.” 

*' 1 Iiopn not,” roopondod Ibo Fronoli- 
vomaii (unpliatinally. "Thoro io not a 
lOid in the nai|(libourboo(l who HUBpoola 
hat, tUero wan anytliiiif* wronji In that 
OBlaliliabnumt, of mine: the olarRvman 
h'lH atreedy left, bio eard— two or three 
((Ood fainiliea have lilcewiiie eallcd ” 

"'I'lien yen will tie ((ivin({ a. parly 
Bonn,'' exelaiioed Mi"’ Shadholt : "and 
Iidiall he inaater of the eeiemonien. Uy 
llie bye, that ia an ninmmmnn pretty 
girl- ilio parlnnr-inaid, I mean ” 

" I hoim yon will not apeak to her 
familiarly, mir look at her inaolently, 
Baid Muiiaom Angelique, witli ^ravo and 
Boriouft domeanonr. 

" No, no, mv dear nnulaml” roapondod 
Shadholfc. " I do not forget that you 
have grown reHjieetahlo. Ah I 
(inidtal thing to Ijeonme reapootable 
and HOttle down in a rofipaolahlo noigh- 
bourhood'^and he viidted by reRpootable 
fftmilioK^—aiid go to the I'rotostanb 
Ohureli or the Oathollo Chopol in a 

reBpootablo way on Bundaya 'Ah, hy 

the hyel if I wore you, my door madam, 
I would oomo the ohurob dodge. Ho 
Burn to hire a pew— go to ohiiroU rogu* 
larly i and If you oan enivol a little mt 
in the midille of the aermon— of oourao 
ohoonitjg tho proper part— your roapoo- 
tabllfty is eafahllahod.” . . , 

Madame Angelique could not help 
nailing at thla tirade Into which Mr. 
iBuao abftdbolfe launohod forth; aud ebo 


aaidi " Well then, if you arc so very 
anxtouo that I should keep royoolf 
reopootahle, pray do your ’diPBt to keep 
up uiy renpoetiihility. Don’t onll tho 

Horvant girl vnj dv.ar .'’.i 

" Nor yet eimek'hor under the oliili," 
added Mr. iSInvdholt. 

“You don’t, moan to Ray you’ve done 
it?” oriorl the Frenoh woman in alarm. - 
“Done it? Oh, dear me, no I nob fot 
the world I Ih.'aideH, the girl ia too ready 
with lier hand in filappiiig one's face 

tt 

*' 'riiori you Aoj/c taken liberties with 
hor I” ox<daiinod Madame Augoliquo. 

Now really this is too had ” 

“Pray rion’t entfirtaln suoh-an evil 
opinion of your dovotrd friend honeob 
Jko Shndliolt. I only meant that oho 
looka like a girl who would slap a 

fellow’s face Bub huah I mum I — here 

flhn is I” 

'I'ho lunoh was now quite edifying to 
ohflorvo tho ourious manner in whioh 
Mi'. Shadholt endeavoured to look grave; 
fioriouB, and well oonduoted — pursing up 
his mouth, and only furtively leering 
from tho onrnor oi his eyes at Madame 
Aiigeliquo and Jane to mark the eifoot 
which ho produoed. When the pretty 
maid-parvant had retired, ho indomniflod 
himRolf for tlireo rninutoH ' BeriousuosH 
hy five minutoa’ laughter: end then he 
began to jmy respoots to the cold obioken 
the ham, and the Mediroa. 

'• Talking about leopootability,” oonti- 
lined Mr. Bhadbolb, " I highly approve 
of your determination to maintain that 
roapontahility hero. People \n o oortain 
olaHfl of life oan’t got on without it. Take 
your grocer, for inetanoo, who all the 
week haa boon Belling sugar mixed with 
Baud, sloe loaves fer tea, ohiohory foi 
oolToo, turmorio for muatard, ground 
bonen for arrow root, and every other 
kind of aboininobion : but he goes to 
ohuroh on Sunday, and ifl, of oonrso, a 
nioflt rospeotahlo man. It is the same 
with everything else ” . 

"No doubt,” said Madame Angeliquo 

again smiling. r ,, j . 

" But I tell you what I should advise 
you to do,” resumed Shadbolb. “Just 
Bond a twenty pound note to some 
Missionory Society — thot one of Choker’s, 

for Inatanoe ” , . , 

i< No—I am noil quit® auoh a fool as 
all thot.” replied Madame Angeliquo, 

I think I shall ostabliah my respeot- 

ability in this uoighhourhood on a very 
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ouro without any Huoh ridiouloun 

prooooding. By the byo, I wan to 
ash you-—" 

AhIc me anything, my dear madam," 
intorjoofcod Sliadbo^t, “ oxoofjfc to ep 
thi« bottlo of Macloira until I havo mmt 
fcho laat ghiHB of it down my throat/’ 

'*I wan going to uok you wlio that 
/kptain Cartwright r(jally in, that you 
iiitrocluooil to mo and wlio mii:uige<l 
thooo nlTairs oo admirably ? ’ 

Ifo roally wa» oiujo a Captain in tho 
army," ropliod yiuulbolt : hut bo nnld 

out and ran through all )iin nuMioy' 
Then the booarno a regular man upon 
tlio town— living on hia wilii— uiirtil a 
fow yoara ago, when ho vinitod Parin : 
and thorfi ho got in gaol for dold. Aftiu- 
wardo ho returned to London, and he- 
oaino a tiooret «py of tlio Homo ulVu'o/' 
“What do you moan*’ ex(daimf'd 
Madurno Angoliciuo, *' A npy of tha 
Kngihdi Homo Ollioo alio oried 
dnhunily * 

oyoa. to bn* ouro/’ ro«|Juniio(i Shnd- 
hfdt, “If yon over rojid Iho nowapapeiH, 
you will floo tlmfc every year iwenly to* 

thirty thoiimind pouadn I forget I'x- 

aetly how muoh— are voted for what ir 
oallod Secret Service Mon(»y : and what 
do yon think ucoret mu vieo [uoney iu for 
except for tho employment of npii u ami 
all that Hort of thing? Why, tlumui 
never a politioal meeting held by the 
wcudung-ohnauui but wliafc tiu) neeret 
spieu of government aro [u'mimit: and 
whon anything very ofcrong or very 
floditiouB iH aaid, tho epien ahvayu uhner 
the iQuduflt/.’ 

“You antouiHh mot" oaid Madiunu 
Angolitiuo,*' 

“ It’rt novortholoHH a faot/ replied Mr. 
Shiidbolt ; and I ho reunona eh ar 
enough. The govcnuuotit likee to give 
a oortain colour to tho v/orking-eluua 
meotingfl, booauHO it frightonw tho middle 
olaa^oH and rnakon thorn utlek all the 
closer to the ariutooracy/* 

“To bo aurot Noio I underataml I ’ 
aaid Madamo Angoliquo, “But thia 
Ca[duin Cartwright of whom wo uero 
speaking 

*>Ho got Into dif^greoo Horiiohnw or 
another with tho povernmont/’ eonti- 
nuod Shad bolt : “ I think it mxn btr not 
Bwearing strong enough at a poliUoal 
trial floino time baok ; and eo ho gothla 
diflohargOt Then he took to living on 
hifi wHa again ; and ao the bualnoaa wo 


Imvn lately put into hie hand hnn boon 
a iipliuoHd windfall fnr him/' 

Wliih} tliuii dinaonnurig, the luiiohcon 
[ji'cigreauivl : ami whm Madaino AngQ, 
had iinhiljed llin'n or four glamuiu 
of the lino (dd Madi-ira, aho lu'gan io fenl 
lead antijiaihy t:>\vajdii SJ adladt tliaii 
ijht^ \vai^ wniit Id t'x [md iiuMai at tinien 
when a)u> wan nut nndi'i' any ai lilhiial 
inlliieiiet^. idea Mlreiij'Idn'Meii ia lajr 

miml Miat thnnidi (d)n eh fady poiii;( teu ^l 
riohen ainj mi/ibt an w(d) duiilde) tladr 
atiiDUiit: and (dint an nirt'UiiDiiurn'Da bad 
thnnvn in Imr way an uilliior an itmlru- 
ment dnn mao. tdii' nn|.'ht juat iv.\ w, i| 
nieler Idin etill jaiiro n.rfiii, Aiamni- 
‘Ugly, efter havitig parlakun of ariDtlair 
glana* Madiiinn Ang diijiH^ naid, “ Well, 
Mr, Sliadiiuld, rviovCnnj^ (uaiaidered, 1 
me/in l.<MidDjit Mi«' jHDp(^Mal you lUJide 
to me juat now/ 

“I brirnv you would/' les-poutlod tliia 
individual, who, duriny a luird pauae In 
tlMMli'iniuinay lie 1 l.rcui iurd,iug iiiuncrru^ 
iiiroadfi upon the enuu HddiSa aa well ai) 
upon the ‘ j lie <-;uote r we make 

a hi'i^itniiri}' , I he hnttiM'/' 

fdadanie AiiiMde]U(* li Mented fur a few 
minuliui ; and aftm- enunu lating eevtual 
nanuai ill her ovn niindt idie at lon.elh 
nloppod at one I he ri-eidjeutinu of whliih 
appeared to ij;ivn lier gnuit ffaMefantiun. 

“ Vea ■ thia iti a auie eard,’’ eliO anid, 
n(nv giving audilde e \ firi’nnhui to her 
thoughi^n “ Vnu havi. mphing to do hut 
pnaient (he uotin whiidi 1 will irmnedi- 
atidy wrile," 

And W’lu) ia llm lady C’ OHlaul Mr- 
Hinullujlt, 

Msidanu' Angolijpm difl not n epoiid to 
th(H{UeiUiun : iuit plaeing horaiOf ui a 
writiu|.ytah|e iwav tliU window, idio 
penned n nule, 

Kow, Mr. .Shadholt,’* ide* eaiil, wln u 
hIm« ha<l ftdded, lauded, ajul luMiene.el iho 
hilii't; “d you thhdk you mn Holair 
onough, alter all tliwt wim , t,u mindnet 
the huiunrea propevly. yxm may at niiee 
fa?t idjoiir, making your 11 ret e,Hpi riment, 
Bidliam Bill ja at no great lih.tamm ; you 
oau 11 ml eomn vohiolu to takn you 
thither 

"1 will proemul on Uila iob‘u<in nt 
onee/* uxalaimed Mr. Hlnuihoit, w ho was 
eager to la gin, < Aa for ludiig Huher 
emmgh, the mon^ I drink iho h(dt(>r 
fitted I am for bmmt:«;(/* 

I'hUH Hiioftking, ho reoeivrid Hio note 
from tho Franoh wunmn'H hand; and 
aurvoyod tho addrw, 
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i<La(ly Atmotatia Lo,iham,” flaid Mr, 
Sha<U)olt examining the note with a 
oriiioai oyo. Vory profctily wriUon--- 
ft{inurato!y folded — the paper of a neat 
pale pink — the noal delioato and well 
formed— juHfc nuoh n billot ag iB worthy 
to bo borne by no poliahod a gontloinan 
ag honoab Ike Bhadbolt.’^ 

With thoiio wordfl ho ntnok hi.‘i hat 
airily and jauntily upon one nidn of hia 
head; and pauaiufj; at the lunoheontable 
for a few in omenta to tnaa ofT another 
glann of wine, ho took hia departure. 

IVTadanie Angoliquo roairned her road^ 
inf? of the llVonoh pa porn and faahion 
hoolcn for name littlo while until she 
thought it time to anuond to her dro«H' 
ing room and perform her toilet: for nho 
wan au yet in denliabillo* In the mean- 
while the oarriago wan ordered to be 
gotten in roadinenn to take her out for a 
drive: but it aeoiirrod that when nho 
hornelf wan dronnod, the equipage wan 
not quite prepared for her voooption* 
Madame Angoliquo accordingly ntrollod 
in i\\o little garden which neparatod the 
villa from the main road: and an nho wan 
pidfiing hv the gate, nho porooivod a 
periHUi wlmni fdm took to be a poor 
Tjanoar nailor, walking fdowlv along. Junt 
at that imdant an open oarriago, filled 
with ladiraq v/aa approaohing from a 
abort diataneo ; and Madame Angolique^n 
quick eye at otum rnoognino<l them an a 
genteel family <lwolllng in the noigh- 
bnurlujod, and who noeupiod the pew 
next to her own at oh nr oh. But thin 
family had net oalled upon Madame 
Angeliquo ; and the exmillinor waa very 
nnxioue to win their good opinionc. 
Hero therefore wan an opportunity to 
(Hap lay her eharity ; hero wan an oooa- 
nion to prove that if nhe poHaoMHed 
wealth hUo know how to uae it for the 
relief of her nufforing fnllow-oroatureo, 
Panning at the gate, nho beckoned tho 
liUHoar to approotuh,* — at the Biiino time 
that flhe drew forth her purno. 

You ncem to bo oulToring very much 
from fatigue, my poor man/’ nho naul, 
epeaUing in Kngliah, and htddlng a half- 
orown over the gate at the very inatant 
that the carriage with tho ladioa roUod 

Iianoar only nhook hie head— but 
Raid nothing* Madame Angeliquo then 
addreBflod him in Prenoh: but fltill no 
r^ply_and only a shako of tho hoad- 
She gave him tho money : bub as ho took 
it, it afcruk hor that a more Ravage, 
flinistordooking raaoal rUo had not) soon 


for a very long time* He made an awk** 
ward bow, and continued hie way. 
Madame AngeliqiiG’a oarriago was now 
in readieeflfl ; and flho rode forth for her 
airing She bad not proooeded very far 
when a gentleman on horse baok rode 
baflbily poet tho carriage, proceeding in 
the came dirootion which the equipage 
itflolf was taking. The ex-milliner at 
onoo Fcoogniflod tho Duke of Marohmonb, 
though it did not seem as if tho nobleman 
himcelf was aware whose dashiug turn- 
out ho was thus paaaing. He was un- 
attended by any groom ; and Madome 
AegeliquG said to hera jf, Hlfl Qraoe is 
bent on some misohiof, Til bo bound I— 
or else ho would not bo thus olone. 
Doubtloaa he is after eome fair one ? Ah, 
ho will mina my aBsiatanoo and interven- 
tion in Buoh matters— aa will a great 
many other persons likewise I” 

The carriage having proceeded for 
about throe miles along the main road, 
turned into a lane, eo that by a oiroui- 
toue route it might regain the villa,*— 
thoroby diversifying the excursion, and 
onabling Madame Angeliquo to enjoy 
the freahneas of tho breeze that was 
wafted through the foliage of tho shady 
lanoa along which tho equipage was now 
procoodiug. All of a sudden the carriage 
puoaod a spot whore Madame Anaolique 
caught sight of tho Lascar whom she 
had roloived, and who was now talking 
to a gonbloman on horsobaok. This 
horseman aho alao recognised he was 
tho Duke of Marohmoct. 

Tho GX-rnlllinor was struok by 6' “ 
flingnlarity of the oiroumetauoo* Neifch 
tho L iBoar nor tho Duke had reoognis 
horaelf as tho equipage swept by ; a 
she had distinctly heard the Laso 
Bpoaking at the moment— though wl 
he was saying she could not distinguh 
To horaelf he bad boon unable— or 
loiiab had affootod to bo unable to spe 
oithor English or French : whereas w 
tho Duko of Marohmont ho was now 
diaoourso. And then tooi could it 
pOHsiblo that tho Duko was merole 
spired by charitable motive to atop fl 
talk to tho maul — was he after 
riding about that neighbourhood for 
pleasure, without any aottlod purpose 
and was tho meeting with thia Lasoa 
purely aeoidental, as casual, and as d 
less, as it might have boon with 
other hoggarl No: Madame Angoli 
was nerfootly oonvinoed that euoh 
not the onao. What, then, could it 
moan? She was bowUdored— sho 
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IobI; in oonjoofcurn : ourloflity was oxoitod 
^but flho hud no moans of gratifying it. 

It was verging towardo five o clonic 
whan thifl little incident took place : tho 
drive was nearly at an end'— and tho villa 
was at no groat distance, Tho e(iui[)ago 
was nearing tho point where the lane 
turned into the main road* — when tho 
sounds of a galloping horse wore li?ard I 
and in a few motnonts a ridcrlcsfl stend 
swept post It came from behind— there- 
fore from the earno direction whore tho 
Duke and tho Lapoar had hoon seen to- 
gether; and what was more, Mudarne 
Angeliquo felt convinced that it was hie 
Grace’s horse whioh she had just beheld, 

Tho carriage stopped— tlio footman 
leaped down from his scat next to the 
ooaohman.and coming up totlm window, 
he said, ‘‘ I fear, ma^itn, thoro’n boon 
some accident. It strikos mo it was the 
horse of that gentleman whom wo saw in 
the lone — — 

The very same idea strnok mo \* said 
tho GX-millinor. Let us go luudc as 
quiok 00 poHsiblo I— tho unfortunate 
gentleman may have boon thrown I” 

Madame Angeliqiic— being impressed 
with the conviction that the Duko of 
Marohrnont was engaged in Bome private 
bufiinoss, most probably of a oharactnr 
whioh bo would rather not have pried 
and ponotratod into— had forborne from 
mentioning hia rank and hor own know* 
lodge of who ho was. Tho equipage had 
to pass out into the road before it could 
turn to retrace its way along the lane; 
and this caUBod some little delay, iiut 
pr030utly it was returning in tin) direc- 
tion wlienoG it had proviouo^y oome ; 
whilo Madame Angeliquo from the 
WindowB, ond tho Borvants from tho box, 
wore looking but in oxpnotatinn of he- 
holding tho thrown horaoman. On went 
the oquipaRo**--until at length ojacula* 
tiona burst from tho lips of thcdomenticH 
on tho box ; nnd in a few moments the 
oarringo e topped at tho very plaoo where 
tho ox-mllllner romomborod to have soon 
tho Duko ond tho Lascar talking together. 

And there lay tho Duko of Maroh- 
raont, strotohod upon tho ground, closo 
by a gate against whioh tho Lasoar was 
leaning when soon in diacourso with his 
lordship. Down sprang tho sorv/uils 
from the box ; and tho oxmillinor 
alighted from tho oariago. Thn Duko 
was found to bo iuBensiblo ; Indeed at 
first they thought ho was dead ; but in a 
few minutes they aSoertainod that ho 
ww merely etunnedi 


This looks uncommon like a violent 
blow, dealt with a bludgeon,'’ said the 
footman, d iron ting attention to tho 
marks of a severe coiibution upon tho 
templo. 

^‘There’s no doul)t of it!” said tho 
onaohrnan, “ Tliat L'lsonr scoundrel 
mint have knocked the poor Kontlornan 
from Ilia Imrse: Imeause this is the very 
spot where saw them talking jnnb 
now. — and it i uiT In be siipposml tluit 
the horse throw llie gmillenmu olT all of 
a sudden before Im had moved an inch 
away from tlie [ilace/* 

'• Convey liiin into the carriage, ’ said 
Mtuliiine Angeiique ; • we have no means 
of restoring liini iieri; — wo will take him 
to tlie villa,” 

'* And what about ihat rascally Lufloar^ 
ina’arn ? ’ incininsi the footman. 

♦' Wliat raa be dotm?” sajil Madame 
Angeliijue. “The fell.iw is doubtlcHs at 

Buine (listanco by lids time Hesidoa, 

our first oonsidcration is for (bis gentle- 
man—'* 

'• lie looks a person of tlistinction,*’ 
observed the footman, as bn aHMisted tlio 
coaebman toonnvey the inanin)ato form 
of the i)uke into the carriage, 

** Now make baste home I” sM 
Madame Angeiique, as she settled her- 
self inside in Huoh a way as to fiuutain 
the head of the iiuconHeious Marohmont, 

The domestics sjirang opto thcl>ox: 
and the lano happened fortunately to be 
at this part wiilc enoiuli for the equipage 
to turn, (t pmcrodiMi ra[ddly along 
towards llm villa; and in the meansvbiio 
Madame Angidique did her best to re* 
cover tho Duke by fanning hie coun- 
tonanoe with kerchief, His ohesb began 
to have— slowly at first— then with more 
rapidly coiiHooiitive convulsions : his 

K ainful gaspingH appeared to l )0 bringing 
aok the vital liioath, and setting the 
respiratory fiiriolions to work. Ho opened 
hill eyes for u morunni— liuu eloscd them 
again,— evidently witikout having ootn* 
prehended where lie was, nor who was 
with him, 

In a few miuutoa hhi Ups began to 
waver ; and he murmured somo words, 
They were Incoherent, save and except 
In roforenne to one word ^and that wab 
a name— tho name of his long lost brother 
Borlraml Madame Angeiique Hatenod 
with tho euBpcnHofiil oiirlosiby of one 
who Gxpootod to he^r something more, 
and who bad a sort of vague prosonti* 
ment that It would bo of imj)ortano6,*--< 

though wUbout at all autioipatiug wha 
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itD iHituro bo, or why hIio uhould 

liftvo thafc iiiiproHHiori. Jlor oyiui woro 
intoiitiy IIximI upott ihn ])uko'» ooiiri' 
tonanon whjnli wan vory |Mln» Mia own 
cyan wuro uloatul : tlio mark of tlio oontn^ 
Bion, and of aln'aniori likowiao^ wna now 
morn plainly vifnl)U) Unin at lirat ; it wan 
ovi<lonily tl>o roan It of a vary lleroo and 
fiavago blow ivhiah had doprivtui tlio 
Uultn of (MinahionananH — and moat pro- 
bal)iy, aa Mm dornoHiioM had Huriniaod, 
knooluMl him fr<im hia hormn 

A}^ain wan Mioro a wavoiin^ of tlio 
lipH ; agaiti did ho ^ivo uttoran(5o to aorno 
worda: ami thon/^ hia apaooh inoohoront, 
yot wore tho worda thomaolvofl audiblo 
as well intolligihlo. Madaiuo Angoli- 
quo atartiol : foolIngHof mingled wondor- 
mont* dinnmy) and Imrror aoi/^od upon 
hor; and tho vory oxproanion wld(di they 
gave to hor (lonr^tonanoo, innldoidy con- 
ooalod a^Mt warn thoro,— roinaiaing flxod 
and rigid U[)on hor foiifciiroH. Hor 
broath waa auHpondod ua «ho oontinood 
to baton with tbopr ufoundoat, awfulloat 
iiitoroat. 

Again tho Duko apoko,— Ido frame 
now writhing with tho pango which 
freipnnl ly aoeompany returning ooa- 
aoicinimoHa aftiir a otuto of iriHonaihility 
and at tlio imw Mmo too it ap[>ijun)d aa 
if llmaa phyaiaal paino ongondorod 
mental onea, Idonding therewith in a 
Btrong oenvuhdng agony. Under theae 
joint inllvienoea tlld the J)ulve eontinuo 
flpeaking — inoohorently, but diuiinetly 
audible : ami witli inereaBing aatound- 
mtmtdid Madinm Angebepm liatern 

The end of tln^ bme waa new rojmhod ; 
and thorn it appeared tliat Horno man 
who waH paaning had naught tin) riderlona 
horaOp Thu footman from the hoxahouted 
forth hiHtruutlonH uh to whither tho man 
was to lead the animal ; and tho equi- 
page continued it« wav* Tho Duko was 
now rapidly rceovoring; and by the time 
tho carriage reached tlm villa, ho was 
flitting upi endeavouring to gather Ida 
rooolleotiotni^^^and ondoavourhig alao to 
oomprohend what wab being aald to him 
by Mftdamo Angeliqno, whom mb yet 
however ho did not oomplotoly ro- 
oogrdBQ. 

Though the ex-milllnor had now re- 
gained hor porfoot oelf-poBaeeBion — yet 
11 tho Duke were complotely aenBlblOi 
ho could not have failed to peroeivo that 
there wft« a eoneo of appalling wonder- 
ment in hor eoul'^vlfllble oven beneath 
the gloflfl of oompoaure which ehe now 

woi0, She had learnt a tremendouti 


floorot : and eho was studying to have the 
app;)arauoo of one whoso mind had not 
boon disturbed beyond tho exoifcomenfc 
wliioh might naturally bo supposed to 
have arisen from the adventure itself. 
JuHt an tho carriage drove up to the 
front door of tho villa, tho Duko reoog- 
niuod wlio his oompanion was; and this 
r(M)ognitlon oGomod to give a eudden 
iinpulao to his intolloofc generally. 

Ho was aiiHiabed from the equipage ; 
and loaning on tho footman's arm» he 
walked into the parlour. Tho man who 
liad caught his horse was dismissed by 
Madame Angelique with a liberal 
gratuity : and tho animal itself was oon- 
signed to the stable* Tho Duke was 
dopoflitod upon a sofa: florae refreshing 
bovorago was administered; and as ho 
waa now oomplotely aonsible, Madame 
Angoliquo gave him to undorfltand*— * 
without boiijg obaorvod by the domeetlos 
prnaont— that Ilia name and rank need 
not brt revealed iuiIobb ho thought fit He 
made a sign to tho efieot that it would 
bo bettor to observe caution on tho 
point: and Madamo Angelique soon 
found an opportunity of dismissing tho 
footman and Jane from tho apartmonti 
on tho ploa that tho gontloman was 
rapidly rooovoring. 

The ox-milliner and the Duke were 
now alone togethor, The former ox* 
])l!Uned how sho horaolf bad relieved the 
IjiiHcar, who most unaccountably affected 
to bo unable to comprehend her— how 
uhu bad coon that man and the Duke in 
convorB’ition togGthor-«-and how the 
Bpcotaolo of the riderloHS horao had in* 
duood her to turn back towards the spot 
where Marchmont had been discovered 
in a HOiiBolesB oonditiun. But Madame 
Angelipuo made not the slightest allu* 
Bioii to the words which the Duko had bo 
unoonsoioualy epnken in tho carnage, 
when gradually arousing from a state ol 
inseuflihiUty, 

The fftot is," said the Duke, after he 
had exproaflod hl«) thanks to the ex* 
milliner for all hor kindufisa, as well aa 
for tho pru ^ontial oaution which she had 
used In respect to hia name, ** I took out 
my purse to give that ruffian relief— in 
the twinkling of an eye did he knock mo 
from my horse— I romeEnbered nothing 
more until I found myself esated by 
your aide in the carriage, My purse, my 
watch, my rings are gone — 

1 felt assured you had been tobbedi 
Bcid Madame Angelique. when in the 
oarriage. I notloed thafrthere was not any 
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jowoltei'y ftbout your porson, But toll 
moi my lord — waa thore not aomothini^ 
BtrangQ about that man — that villanoua 
looking Laaoar V* 

‘»f’horo might bo/* aaid tho Diiko 
dryly* You have a bountiful p laoo 
horo 1 intended to oomo and oall up- 
on you 1 did not oxaotly know where 

your habitation waa oituatod— and little 
did I fluepoeb just now that I wuh panning 
my old {riond Madame Arigoli(juo*o earri- 
ago/* added hia Graoo, with a familiar 
amilo* 

The ex-mlllinor saw that tho Duko did 
not wish to bo qiioBtioned in roapeot to 
the LaBoai\ and aho theroforo aaid mit 
another word upon tho subjoot. There 
wore other topioB which aho alao avoided 
^although flho might have touched up- 
on them | for tho proflonoo of tho Duke 
had oonjurod thorn up to hor memory, 
Sbo might have intimated her aunpioion 
that he waa not altogobhor u atrangor to 
the murderous attempt on the life of 
Sagoormb at Bayawator; but Madumo 
Angoiiquo behold no utility in dlHOUaaing 
auoh matters; andmoroovor aho had 
hoped, when retiring from her own equi- 
vocal avocationa, that aho might oiitirely 
waah hor handa of all tho perilous in- 
ttlgttca aud maohinationa into which aho 
had at one timo boon lod by tho Duke of 
Marohmont* 

do not wiah thia little affair to bo- 
come bruited abroad,** said hia Grace, 
thus alluding to hia adventure witii the 
ferocioua Lascar* ** It la troubloaomo to 
have tho police act to work— and all that 
flOft of thing**' 

** Nothing need trauoplro/’ auaworod 
Madame Angoiiquo; **i will toll my 
domostioa that you arc a Mr* Oavondiah 
—or IfiUhorbort— or aoine other faahlon- 
able namb— and that aa you arc lmmo<li- 
afcoly going on tho Oontinont, you do nut 
think it worth while to delay your de- 
parture for tho purpose of causing a 
puraulb, which perhaps may prove iii- 
effeotual, to be inatitutod after tho ruflbin 
Laaoar/* 

The Sul^o thanked Madame Angoiiquo 
for hor readiness in managing tho matter 
aooprding to his inclination; and under 
the name of Mr. Oavendiah ho remained 
to dlno with her* By about nine o’clock 
in the evening hia Graoo woe ao porfcotly 
recovered as to bo enabled to mount bis 
horse and ride home to Bolgravo Bquara* 


(BIAPTKU OXX* 

THJO LATIIAiUH. 

Tjii'J Hoono of tluM narntivn idiifta to a 
largo and vvvy haiiihioino iiuburhtui mam 
niou cituiitod at Bclhani Hill, Thia 
thriving <ljatrict, in a <ujnvoniont vioiiiago 
nf tlu) nictri'opoliH^ pioinmoo to hooomc 
oomplotoly fiuiiiionablo, and to acquire a 
roputalion on that aooro oqual to 
Ohipham. 

Tudor llomav— tho nmiudon »jf which 

wo aro Hpoakiiig wan iiituatod in tho 

midwt of apaoiouM gronnda, wliioh had 
liowovor boon too naumlly laid (mt for 
porfeob beauty, but wliioli worn novor- 
tholcMH HulHoiontly atlraoiivo, Indood, 
it waa quite ovidont that no oxponao bad 
boon Hpared upon oilbor tlio inanHiun or 
tho grounda, by Sir KnMloriok Latliam, 
tlio ownor of tho property, I’hiu gontlo- 
muri WHH about lifty youra of ago — a 
partner in <mo of iho niont (Muinont 
moroantilo llrma in tho (htyof 1.»ou<lon: 
and ho waa oxiUMaiingiy rioiu Tho houHO 
to whj(jh ho ladongod had onjoyod op- 
jMirtunllion of mndniing at various times 
llnanoial HorviuoH to tho Govovnmont; 
and tluui* wldlo a I'oorajp> wan ounforiod 
upon tho aonior pari nor* a Baronotoy 
waii hoHtiiwnd upon llio Hoound. This 
wart hnw Hir hVodoriuk Lalliam ubtainod 
tho litllo which ho now pimMoarttnU 

Uo had Homowhat roMontly iriarriod tho 
daughter of a noblo but impoverlahod 
family, -"a Lady in hor own right: and 
tliua Idrt wife niijoyod tho [irivilogo of 
prefixing hor Olirlrtlian to hor surname 
on all uuoaaioiiH— *wluoh will aooount for 
the fact of hur hoiiig Mtylod Lady Anae- 
taiia Latham* Hhu was about uao-and- 
twenty yearn of ago and very boautifui* 
It wan not however beauty alone whloh 
oharaoterined her : there whh homething 
aiugularly iniomting in tbu oxpreaBiou 
of her ouuntoiianoe m well us softly 
winning and unatudiously laHcinatiug in 
hor mannora. Ifer features were regular, 
hor noae being perfeutly atraight, tho 
forehead nut too high to be disBlmilar 
from the stylo of beauty doUued by the 
Grecian statues : while her brows wore 
superbly arched and woU divided thus 
giving an open frankness to tho whole 
oounteuaneo* Her eyes were large and 
of a deop blue, lull of a soft lustre, 
which seldom indeed concentrated itself 
in the lightning flash of strong passions 
butshiniug with that serene steadlues, 
and nenaess which lemed to indigalie 
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llio und rmd 

benovolonoo of linr diH(>oBiUoiu Al)ou(j 

tho niouili thorn wan n oinjailur bnaur.y, 
not) imu’oly ill ittt oliinidliivi; but uIho in 

jt« oxpvniudon, Itn formation wan 
puroly oluanioal in i'oii[)nnt to tlin upper 
)ip, wliinh vvaa aroluul !ikn (Jiipid^w bow I 
tlio UTidor lip waa fullor and rinlinr, but 
witliout oouvnyinf,' tho ulightoHt improH- 
(don of tinjumommoKH on tho part of 
Anauluthi, lUu’ hair wan of a rioh 
brown; and of mioh luxtiriaiioo vvafi it--- 
with no (Uipnrb a ^»Iohh too routing upon 
the Hurfuon— that it wuh no wonder if 
(dio gonorally worn it witliout any 
ornainnntu oitlior of gnma or Uoworo but 
afl if conaniouH that it liooamo hor boot 
in tho nnadorriiHl wealth of itu own 
natural lovtdinoHH. In lioavy troHuefl 
and in niaiiHive oluafcoiH did it float upon 
hor uhouhlnrrif and form iiB it were a 
haolc* ground for a luudc of dnx/d ing 
wiiitenoou ; for Anuotatia’u ooniplexion 
wau luveetly pure and iruiuiparenb. Sho 
wau tall and woll-formed,— tho eontoura 
of the llo\m oornbiuing with tho Hloiider 
graeoH of tho uylph to couBtituto tho 
jierfotJbion of her Hhape, In hor toilet 
ulio Vi'aii (dm pie oad inodoBt-— never 
(joeUing hy meanu of low-bodiod drefluoB 
for IV inerotrieiouH display of her ohariUB, 
nor oaring luuoh to avail horeelf of tho 
Humptuoua preaonta of 
jewelloiv made hy her huehand for tho 
ombulliohrncnt of Imr poiwm 

Irluuh v/ae AmiBtatla Latham ; and wo 
numt now eay a few words in reBpoot to 
her huubaud. Mir I'Vederiok wao a tall 
man — Home what inolinod to Hboutnoimi 
without being aetu'vlly corpulent ; ho 
wan porfeotly upright, and earned 
himBolf witli a certain btiOnoae,— which, 
together with his general appearance, 
imiirc^HBod every one with the bcumo of 
cold formality on hifl part* llaudtjomc 
ho certainly waa not; but ho wart 
onually fai’ ilUfavoured* 

Hitt foaiurea wore largo: hio forohoud, 
oxeoodingly high and ma»8ivo, gradually 
rounded olT into tho orown of tho head, 
all tho front of whioh wart bald, ihuw 
hia irou-grey hair being worn away from 
that part, gave him a certain dignity of 
appeurttiioo, which by his maimcrho 
evidently strove to HUHtaui. H<8 “{“o 
eycB wore ol that cold oxprosBioa which 
denotofl caloulatiugi buBlneaa haplwj 
they moved Btecdily iu their orbuB'— 
uevor turning nor flashing roBtloBaly. 

There wwj flometihlng eevore too in tho 


exjii’OHnion of hia thin lips, which if not 
actually oompreaaod, were generally 
roLainod eUaie and immovable— except 
of euureo when ho was flpcaldng. ‘ To 
look at him no one would give Sir 
Frodcriok Lfithum orodit for geniua, nor 
oven talent: but at the auino time there 
waa a vaab amount ot wordly knowledge 
ovidunood in tho exproaaion of that 
oouulonanoe. No dosigning man 
poKrtOiuioil of the least cJirtorirniriation, 
would think of ueiooting Sir Frederick 
art hifl viotmi: wariness, shrewdness, and 
extreme caution were displayed in hie 
lock as well as in his spoooh. Witaout 
knowing who ho was, a stranger would 
Quy, *'That ifl a man who never does 
anything inoonaidoratoly, but who 
ooldly and diapaasionatoly weighs every 
proposal that may bo submitted to 
him.'* 

Sir Frodoriok was rioh and oxoood- 
itigly fond of money, — not however for 
the purpose of hoarding it, much leaa of 
upending it oxtravaguiitly — but to enjoy 
it according to the common notions of 
that oiijoymont which money can 
procure, ilo lived htindsonioly— kept 
lino eciuipages— gave Humptuoiis enter- 
tainments; but neverthelosa was always 
careful to assume hiinwelf that ho was 
not merely living utriotly within his 
inooino, bub that he would have ii largo 
nurplua at the end of eat)h year. Ac he 
had ricen from comparatively nothing, 
he was proud of his poaition* He 
Boomed all oivio honours, and sought to 
draw himsolf nearer towards tho Aristo- 
cracy of tiio oounbry# He would not 
have accepted tho poab of Lord Mayor 
of [jondon for a single hour; but in hia 
heart ho was iufiaibcly elated, though 
outwardly ho showed it nob, when ho 
was oroated a Baronet, Ho would have 
hold it ttB a positive degradation to 
booinno an Aldormau of London : bub he 
was iiattcred and gratiiied when placed 
in the oommisaioa of the peace for the 
County of Murrey, Ho was proud of 
belonging to tho great Monoyooraoy of 
England; and if he by shrewd and 
oaubioufl steps strove to introduce him* 
self more and more into tho region of 
the Birth Aristocracy, ho never fawned 
upon u lord^never played tho 

Hvoophant’-^'nevor forced himaelf uu* 
asked upon tho sooioby of great 

personages, Whovovor ho wont in that 
patrician sphere, his demeanour indw 
oatod tho calm BeH-poaseasion of one 
who folti tihftii he was by no meauB out oS 
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p!aoo, and tliali ho v/an roooivin/,^ no 
tiivour Uy ladni,; iavitBil Ihoro. 

Ooldly oaloulHiiiif' lui Sir Kfodoiiolc 
I/ithiim wan— oiidowod witli ooiinuoii 
tiouRO and worldly knowlodj^o in llio 
moHb aoourato nuinn’.ii|( of tlioao lonoHj— 
ifc may bo a mattior of anrprino to Uio 
I'tnuior tlml aftor Kaviii« roJimmod an 
Iona unrnurnod, lio ahonid ab lon|.5in 
huvo omiduotod to Urn altar a lady win* 

wan young cuongh to ho bin daugnior, 
On tliO othor hand oonmdmng 
Anantatiahi oxoaodlng boaniy. l.rr 
yonfcli, and Inn’ aooomplirdinnMitn, Inn’ 
faotdaating inannora ami hor jiatriuiau 
birtli — it may bo aleo a inai.tor of iimrvol 
that who iihould havu failod to oaptivato 
any woaltliy Buitor in iior own aphoro. 
Thu dovvorloHB dauglitcn’ of an Marl ami 
Oountoaii — who, partly from oxtra- 
vaganoo and partly from tlio dopnn 
aiation of pro party in tlio Want Indiaiii 
wlioro they had largo oatfitiah li nl baroly 
ouoiigh to maintain tiioinarlvoa - - Lady 
Anaatatiii'a poaition wim mio wldoli Innl 
rondorud fortuoo indiapanaablo on tho 
part of whomaoovor hIio iniglit aoooin- 
pany to tho altar. Still tlnna^ waa nuiny 
a rich noion of tho ariatmnaioy who 
might porohanao havn < ought to woil a 
young lady in ovary way hia aqiml 
oxaopt on tho naoro of ritdioa : but to 
tha aHtoniflhimut of ovary body I ho 
faahionahlo nawtipapara ona day 
unnouiuied that “Sir Lhialoiiak LatloMn, 
partiior in ona of tho inoid- ondmuit oity 
nioroaniih’ flrrui!, v;aH abovo to oonduot 
to tho hymoiioiil altar tho young luvolyi 
and aauompliahofl daughtor of tho K irl 
and OouiitOBB of Fordwioh/* 

And tlio marriago totik piano ; nor 
ou tho wedding day did tliaro noom on 
AnaBtatia'fl jiart to bo any partionlar 
aenau of aelf^Haorillco— no iudioatiqn 
of oSortB being made to orufth otaor 
atteotiona whiob hor young heart 
might |) 0 fiBii)ly havo fotinod. iloi 
demottuour wan aorotioj and thoao who 
know her boat, doolarod iiiat thuro 
could be no disBimulatiun on her part 
•--for that it was impOHaiblo tho soul of 
one 80. pure oould bo infootod with 
hypoorifly or guile. Tiioro wore not 
however wanting at tho timo nortain 
busy tonguea to whieper that Sir If^ro* 
dovlok Latham had rendered grout 
peoaniary afisialanoe to the Fordwloh 
lamily, eapeolally to Anafltatia*t only 
brother! Vleeount lluehbrooki the 
the SftrWowi Buion thta poiat 


nothin*^ wan eorlain: lluit in to fuiy^ tu) 
potdbiv<i dtdailn oonltl bo ndind upon— - 
thnopli, ati a multi'i’ uf eon urn, it waa 
jial.eot lo ovoryiiiuly that Mm nmrriiigo 
wan <nm of oxfualitniny un tho part of 
Annnta tin'll family, — tho groat woulth of 
Sir Mrvdorin J^ai ham lioing th(» idol on 
wlmno altar Mo^ young lady wan nanriliord 

thoni'h id;i^ bofimlf might ponnibly fool 

that it wall no nam illoo at alL 

Tliia inairiago liad lakiui place about 
two yniira jM’indnOH In I ho Mriic of which 
wo nro writing. Sir Mrodorlck wjui tlnui 
imilding ilia piMatial inunaion at IbMham 
Hill ; and it waa not (Iniahod until tlio 
iafino of Homn tnontliH afior tho aolmn« 
ni/,aii()n of tho.in niiptialB. Uut wimn 
oompictod, Sir Kredoriok and bio wife 
roniovml to their mnv liomo. wlmro they 
had aluoe nuiiotainod a aumptnoua 
rntablhdiinmit* I'hc arintneratio marTlago 
whiidi Sir Kred^^riok hiid oonlrautod, 
fnllHIcd tlio darling hope whioli ho con* 
(itiuiMy though mmrotly (diorialiod j 
iiami ly, inlrodiining liini Miorouglily* 
mid without any nioro ountiouH and 
gnaidod (dforlti, into Mio very luait 
Hitoioly ^i'hia wan tim real iMMirot of the 
mavriiigo ao far aa ho himHulf waa oon- 
m rnml tliougli tho world titiMpimtcd it 
not, booaiiim ho had over rnanagod lo 
(lonomvl Miat o/o: wcukncHa wliioli he 
poMHcniuid — wo moan tlio yearning after 
p iMinian ao(|UfvliitiUHi<Mi* Hut aa lor IHh 
enponning an young a croatuns in tho 
lirnt pbum. the opportunity pi’caonted 
itHolf, and lio luui Hoi/*mi upon it. 
SouoinllVi bin monoynu’atio prldo had 
III ado him or Ion la to Mint Iuh wealth wan 
a fa.r Hot otf agaiiiHt Lnly Anaatalia^B 
high biith-' uml that in return for the 
riohoa ho coiihl give, llie borrowed luwtro 
of her rank wan a fair nompeiirtation. 
And then again, no matter how ahrowd 
a man may Im in every other wort of 
oalonlation, yet in roapeel to inatiimony 
ho never Ihinka hiiimelf too old fora 
wife, however youthful : IiIh vanity will 
not permit him to leoogniae the difl* 
purity whioii oMiorn oeo: he (latlora 
hinuiolf that ho puHHOflrtca every quality 
to oommund rcapooi end eeonro oetoom* 
I^orhapft In refenmoe to love, a person 
of Sir Frmleriolc Lathanda diepoHltion 
might h rve treated ilio ld*m aomowhat 
eonrnfuUy,--l(iuking upon lb a« a mere 
piece of remnime-— well enough for 
eobooldmyii and puling mlK«08 to road 
almut^^bub exluting as nothing which 
ought to enter Into thoao oaloulationa 
whoieupoa matrimony 



THM MYS'ifliliaiS 


239 


Two yoatf) of wocldocl lito hud Aimu- 
latiii thuH cxpoiittnood ; and hi>r loti did 
not apiniar to ho an ui.ha)>()y oii«. 
ThoHO who had known hor fnim Inn* 
ohiklhood, ovon wont ao far an to (hxdaro 
that iilio WHO poifootly happy Voiy 
oorlain it watt that idio |troiiidod with tho 
ntnionb niniuhilily, an wall an with 
ohaiirfiilnoRH. «voi‘ tlio immptnoun ontor- 
tainrnonta whiah worn no fii-qinnitly 
nivtsri at Ttulof llouHis 'I'horo wa« 
ttlwayii that intoroHtinj? iiwootiuiMH ahont 
hor whioli, hy a littlo Htrotoh of aonti- 
mantaliam, ini^lit ho takon for an 
hfthitual ponaivonoBB, oorono without 
hoini' niolanolioly and tluiii porhapB it 
wail qnilo natural for i oino to imppoHO 
that iilio hail oilhor (lonrap.ootiflly or oIbo 
tnookly rooiKnod hormilf to tho lot wliiiih 
thiHtiiiy, oporatinR thronph tho inodiutn 
of faniily oironiniitanooH and her parontn 
will, hud provkh'd for lior. 

'rhino wiiH no iBimo from thio union j 
and Bir li'iwloriok Latliam wan never 
lionrd to oxproiiH a roKfot that he had no 
heir to hie title and property. But 
booiuiBO ho Haiil notl)in«, it was no 
roanon that ho felt nothiiiR on tho oub- 
jeot: ho wan a man w)»o woiild never 
betray any oauiio of voxation— hio prido 
would init iwrinit liim. Ho nuitonul 
himHidf not <o l»i elated hy joy, nor to 
ho (lopremioil t'y '‘''Y oirounmtanoo 
oalimlated to vox or aniiot. It waa liiii 
Htudy over to maintain tliat uni t of eold 
oqiianiinity wliioh wan iiaintnal to him, 
and whioli indood antiworod ho many 
piirpoHeH. alike in hie biiHinomi •purim.tH 
and in hiH iuterenurflo witli friomlH and 
aoduaintaneoH Thnii, even if ho had 
loniiod with the doopinit yonrnmK for 
an ^hoir, tlio world would not have 

^*'wo inoHli Hay a fow more words in a 
doHoriptivo hoiiuo hoforo wo ” J;'‘“ 

thread of tliat oinaode which wo boliovo 
will not prove tho leaet intoroBtuiK m 
onr narrativ... The reader will doubt-. 
lOHB he anxioua to know upon what tom 
Sir Frodoriok <»«d hia wife lived to- 
gether. Afl there waa amiuredly no 

love on either Hide, there waa iio aonti- 
mental display of a ff motion 
them. Bir Froderiok was as kind an hia 
habltii and manner “[‘“W him to 

be: while Anafltatia Btrovo to jertom 

to hor ntmoat all the diitiOBofawif . 
There waa nothing fond nor oareaBU.^, 
mvioh leHB playful or 
Ifrodoriok I^atham » oonduob ‘■“warda 
his wifof but on the other hand, the 


kind ooui'tofly with which he treated 
hor waH never oaprioiouHly nor eaiiBO" 
looiily iiitorriipted. Ho iinulo her hia 
oompanion, and in Botno rtiiipeots bio 
friend— hilt nob wholly oo : for ho never 
tipijko to lier on biiaineiia niuttere— 
never gave li'ir tho Bligliteiib iiiBi^ht into 
tho oxtonb of bio wealth — iiio.eJy proved 
to licr hy lihi deeda tliat lun«f/5 woulthly, 
and oeuiiiderecl that aiiKioiont, In 
reHiieot to llie manaioii and tho groiinde, 
ho oorlainly oonaultod her tinite at 
timeii on a few minor nmttera— but 
nhvayH in a way that aoeuicd to indioato 
that hill own opinion waa already 
Bottled on the Hubjiiot. NovortheleBs, if 
AiiaHt.iitia happened to expreBo a doairo 
that anything particular Bhoutd be done, 
hor huHliaud iiaid notliing to her at the 
time; hub tho mandate immediately 
went forth from hio lipa to thoBO whom 
it oonoornod — tho thing was done, 
Towarda Sir irredoriok, Anaatat'a was 
mild and gontlo— •beaiiURe thia whb her 
niituro: nlio was Bubmiaflive without 
boirig servile — duteous without loaiug 
Biglit of hor own proper dignity as a wife, 
All to tho Booirty they kept and the 
aoquaintanoea they oherinhecl, there 
could 1)0 no poi'iiihlo dirputo between 
ihom, inani'ouoh an none hut men of 
known honour and probity wore ovot 
iiitrodueod hv Sir li’roiieriok, while Lady 
Aniiiitatia courted only the pure and 
apotleiiH of her own sox as her com- 

We may now roHumo the thread of 
our narrative. It wnn about three o' obok 
in the aftortioon of that day of which 
wo have been writing in the previous 
oliaptori and Lady Anastatia LaHmm 
was seated by horaolt in a Bplondidly 
fiirniBlieil npurtmonb at Tudor House. 
Some viHitresBea had just taken their 
donartiiro! and AniiHtatia waa roauming 
ocime elegant fanoy work wbioa nho had 
temporarily laid aHide. 1 leBontly tho 
door opened ; and a footman entered to 
proaonb a note upon a masaive sir 

I’loase your ladyship," said th 
man, " the poiBon who delivorei 
says that he will wait for youi 
Bhip'B anawer.” 

Anastatia opened the 
folded, perfumed, pink 
whioh woH thus handed ti 
found tho oontonts to rua 


••Madam© Ai)Ro1tano. i'*- 

bllBilUBBi fully BOllOltB thO 

vonlont Bottloniont of body AiMBtatla L« 
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moount, TIio mim Ifi 563^i as por 1)111 dollvorod. 
Maflnnifl Ani^ollfiuo hm^ add that alio liaa 
platiofl lior outMtundini? aoctnnitM In tl)n ]u\]\(h\ 
of Mr* Isian flliadholt, wlio \h tho bi^aror of f-liln 
loUor, and wlm v/ill aavo h«r liidynlilp Urn 
tr<'ul)lo of POtidlnK to Madama Aii«oll{l.jn'ti 
villa nf: Hrlxto'i Hill. By parHOiiallV wa tinK 
on Lady AuaataMa Latham on tlio ravll jpI oon- 
votilont day wliioli hor ladyrdni) may npiiolnt/' 

**Thoro mufll; bo nomo mifihilco 
flaif] liafly AiiftfifcaMfti from wliono 
ohoolcR tho colour bad (litUd awuy for 
a momont, and to which tho noxt in^ 
fiiant it had oomo back with a deeper 
dyo: yofc hor voioo who oabn an nho 
apokc— and it trembled not in tho faint- 
Ofjfc dogroo. **Teil thin poroon to ntop 

Tho laoquoy immediately rntdrod ; 
and in a few miniiicH Mr, Iflaao Hluid- 
bolt wan introduced into tim room, Jn 
tho meanwhile Ananbntia bad oxamin- 
od nomo papern in her writing dcHlc; 
and tbonco nbo had falcon out tlnoc or 
four of thoflo doouincntn, 

*^You, I prcHumo,’^ aaid AnaHtafia^ 
in a calm, lady like manner, an Mr. 
Hhadholt ad vanned inio ilie room " are 
the person alluded to in thin nofiM*'-- 
and rdio hold up tho ono nhe had re- 
ooived., 

I^rcjolnoly no^ my lady/* wan the re- 
apoufio, 1 am honoat Ike Shudbolb at 
your Horvioo.^* 

** Then, air/' prooeodod Anantntia, in 
a colder toao and with a more iHgnifled 
mannor-^dor it ctruok hor that tliero 
wan a certain approach to familiarity on 
Shad hoi t'B part ; ^^Ihavo only to inform 
you that thorn in Homo mlHtako in tho 
matter, and which you will have tlie 
goodnoHfl to HOC reotlfied. Iforc aro all 
the bills I over renoived from Mailama 
Angelique ; and as you will porcoivo, 
they are duly reordptod. BoaidoH, I 
waH never at any one time indoUtod to 
Madame Angoliqiio in liiilf tho etim 
whioh thiH note of hor*B flpO(dfloos/* 

eon the blllH, my lady/* rejoined 
Mr, Shadholfc; and I ohfl^^^ve that they 
am all rnooipted too. But what Ih tho 
date of tho laHt?^' and he peored im- 
pudonUy forward, 

A year back,** eaid Lady Anaefcatfai 
who was ovidontly making an elTorfc to 
command and proservo all tho patioiioe 
and civility which Bho waa showing to- 
wards the mam 

5Woil, my lady— but then tbnro’fl a 
hUtBinoo thia last one,'’' enld Mr* Shad- 
Mt boldly whloh-*^*' 


you aro wrong/* rojoinod 
Anaatatia; ^Mnanmnoh ae I luivo not 
dealt with Miidnmo Aiigelique for a 
year ])'uit : — and tlierc was noinethlng 
bordering upon a calm, rir rather cup- 
preened indignation in the tone and look 
of the patrician lady. 

Al), well, ma’am— il/e jdl very fine/* 
ojaculiitctl Slmdiiolt, for your bidyHhi|) 
to malto thiH Htafcment; but there iu 

Madarnc Angeli(iU(/H counteratatomont 
1 » 

e I repeat, air/’ intorriifilod Lady 
Anaatatia baugldaly, ** tbere U aome 
mlMtalcn t I will Imwovor look over my 
aecuninta, and aee wbciber hy any ])OHai- 
bility there in one of Madame Ango- 
liqu.VH winch haa remained nnpaj<l, I 
am however paaitivc that all tho Idlla 
arc hero : ’L-ainl him indicatod there, 
radptial aeoonnla whioh lay upon the 
table, 

** And I am of(nal!y poaitlvo, my 
lady/' rcHpondod Slmdholt, tlut you 
i/o I t wo Madame Angeli(|ne Mna inoney 
-- no matfer wlietlicr an nonourit has 
hern cent in or not/' 

Anantatia lun nlreaily ftimwn more 
eoldncHB and more liiuthmr, more 
indignant Impittimute aful more proud 
dignity, in the apaeo of a few rninutea 
thar) ^(he Imd eviir done hefore : hut it 
wan now with tin) very ImnghlioHt 
indignation and the very utmoHt of hor 
in<lignaiit; pride, that drawing her fine 
form u|i to ita full height, nhe hunt her 
beautiful hbie even upoti the intending 
oxtnrtionor,’ -Haying, "Thia Ih tlio drat 
time my wonl wan ever doubted i and 
your oonduet in bordering upon 
inaolenec* You can retire, eir. I will 
niyafdf communicate with Madame 
Angelitpio in tho courso of a day or 
two,** 

•* Very good, my lady/* Haid Hhudlmlt, 
who wan more than half Inclined to 
speak with a still greater degree of 
inwolonno. •• Mind you don’t forget ** 

He then strolled jauntily out of tho 
room ; and Anantalla felt" so hurt— hor 
feelingH wi re bo wounded, her prldo wuh 
HO InBullorf-^-that she could soarooly 
keep Imok an mitburst of tears, Not for 
a moment did she suspeob the real 
purport of the note and tho real objoofc 
of tho viflitor— namely, that an extor- 
tion was inionded ; she firmly believed 
lb was all a mlHtako on Madame Ange- 
iiqw6*ii part, bub that the ex*mllliner 
had eutruatod hop buBlnoio to a very " 
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hido pcmon whorio ooai'no viilgiu* man- 
\mi\ wnio ill (uihml/Liod to qualify liim 
(or Kuoii a luianion, A boiiif^ of Aitan- 
taiiabi nal-nraJ I'nnllnHuau luul amiabi- 
lity, ftdii nuoli a uoniKi an tliia far moro 
(jhan a woj 1(1 ly niiiubai woiuau would 
buvo and iiu) vary oil’orfc of! 

oaiurnoniji/'; up hrr di'^iiity, aa woll aa 
that unwohto I. diaplay of iiKlhpmtior), 
worn foDowod l>y ii loaoHnn, wiufdi, ati 
wo havn jiiat raid, almnal. iodiiood Iku* 
to tiu) woainuaai of ioitra. Shad bolt had 
not loft tbo !’(K>jn nitniy mi noon (a whon 
Sir IlVodoriitk liiitharn oiitorod, 

* ,'l liavi' juid- KMinivtal n noto from 
your brotluu*, Amudniia/Mm waid, 
widoli tho Vinoonnt iolla nuo — -Hut you 
look diidvonH(Mr( Uan auythirq^ l>ap- 
jKUifid to amioy > ou.” 

'I’ho qmaduui wiuj piit inoroly with 
that imlmly kiud oourioay whioh Sir 
Krtabu ioU wan wont to obnorvo towarda 
hii] wifo; and llusro w;m porhapa u 
ali/j;bt (vx,|)n?a(urn of ooiu’orn on hia 
oountonaoot? : but tluu'o wan no ondoar- 
mont of muniior no oaroHain/^ on. 
ooura|^arnorit'«‘"'no rudaoo convoyed in 
iiy mpat br/ltig anticipation of wIiatRO- 
ovor i(infj(bt bo told binr. Anuatatia’a 
Ijriof wail now midden ly mini'lcd with 
oonluhion: luid haatily gathoriiig up 
tbo papi'ra which lay u[)on the tahlo-- 
unmoly, the vcmnptml billa which uho 
had produited, end IVladamc AngcU(pio a 
note \Yhi<')i nh() liad nuioivcd — alio uwept 
thorn all into her donk -at the mimo 
fcimo faltering fori h, ‘' No, no— nothing 
haa annoy<5d niol 

n I am glad to hear it/* caid Sir Eio* 
dmiok Latham : but (or a few momontn 
hia cold blue <'yca wore fixed ctoudily 
and Houroldugly u[>on bin wife. 

n You have had a Udder from my 
brother r* aho aaid, now partially re- 
gaining her Hdlf' [10 -Horcion J and at tlie 
very inn I ant Nhe raiacd her own cyeii 
towardu her hualmnd’c oountonanoo, 
Me looka were withdrawn from her. aa 
if ho wonld not for the world have it 
BUppuBe<l that he waa in any way anr- 
priHcd or trunliUul by the eoiifuflian of 
her manner and the wingulanty of her 
oonduoL 

*' Yea— I have received a note irom 
Vifloonnt Uunlibrook/* oontinuod Sir 
Erodoriok Latham, tlio oalmnoRfl of 
whoHO look and manner completely 
reatorod Anaetaiia to her own self- 
pOBHOBBion* “ Hin lordship announcoa 
hie intontiou of coming to dine with 
ui^tQ-Uayj and aft ho moreovor hinta 
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tlnit ho ban a littie private busineflB on 
which ho ift deairoua to speak to mo 

n 

** I hope— I hope/* murmiirodi Anas- 
tatia, an if aoizod with some new cause 
of vexation, that my brother Robert 

_ I y 

‘ Do not by any moans annoy your- 
cclf/’ oontinuod Sir li^redoriok, in the 
came calm imperturbable mannor as be- 
fore. It ia not on that account I men- 
tioned the circnimstauoe of hia lotfcerp 
It waa siniply to learn whether you 
oxp(udi any friouds to dine with us 
to-day 

‘*No, Sir l?redoriok/^ responded 
AnuHtutia, You arc well aware that 
I never isauG invitations without 
provionaly oomiultiug your oonve^ 
nionoe ** 

“ You are welcome to do so at any 
time you may think fit/* answered Sir 
Frederiok, but moro with the air of one 
who vym convoying a permission than 
who was bidding his wife exercise a 
right which was indisputably her own. 

*' On my part I have invited no one to 
dine with us to- day; and therefore it Is 
flomowliat fortunate that after dinner I 

idnill bo loft alone with your brother 

I moan merely beoauso he intimateE 
that he has some business of importanoe 
on which to consult mo.** 

I have not seen Robert for some 
months past/* said Anastatia; * and I 

hope in tho mine of heaven ** 

“Again I tell you not to distress 
yourself/’ interrupted Sir Frederick, 

•* If it is tt matter of a little pecuniary 
riHciatanan, ho shall have ib« Thank 
God, Lady Aaastatia, your husband is 
a man who oan afford it, without tbo 
allghtest dotrimoub to hia own inter- 
oalt?/* 

“ I know you are very rich/* said her 
bulytdiip: and then, aa she looked 

tearfully up into her husbaad*a 

oounteiianoo, she added, *^Bat It is 
really too bad of Robert™--** 

Ho exeroiaes the privilege of a 
brotliur-in-law/* remarked Sir Freda'- 

rick: and there might perhaps have 
boon a faint— though very faint ex- 
prosBion of, irony in hia tone : but 

Anastatia peroeivod it not, 

“ You have been ao good to him— you 
have done so much/* she said,— ♦' and 
under such fearful oiroumatanoes too 

u 

"Lady AiiftBfcatia," interrupted Sir 
JTrodoriok, without tho Blighijeat ohanP' 
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in his tonoj look, or mannor— but with 
a flort of oalirmooo^ half Ijuniriows-lilu), 
hftH flolf-oompiaocnt , — ** I havo morn 
than onoo boggod you not to alludo to 
those oirouinatanoes, Aosurodly, if 1 
had thought that the oonvonuition 
would have taken thio turn, I should 
not have spoken of that part of your 
brother's note which hints at importmit 
businocsi** 

** But whonevor my broilicr*8 name is 
mentioned/^ answered Lady Anastatia, 

“ I ana always romiudod yes 

neoessarily so,” she continmai with 
much feeling, of great gooduoss 
and Ai 5 wildness— I may oven tmy his 
wickedness. Never, never osn I forget 
it 1 And at the time when our parents 
would not see him— when lie idood upon 
the very brink of ruin— when a friglitful 
oxpoauro threatened him— wlion the 
gulf was about to open at his foot,— 
yon. Sir Frodoriok, oome forward- not 
OBtontatlonsly, but privately and 
secretly ** 

'*Stop, Anaotatial ** said the great 
morohantj **thls is aufllolont Lot us 
alludo to the topic no more/' 

If tt very acute observer had boon 
present- one intimaloly aeqnaintcd 
with the ways of the world, and elcillod 
In reading tho mysteries of the human 
heart— would have boon led to imspoot, 
or Indeed perhaps ho would have plainly 
Bceui that Bir Froderlok Latham had 
euflerod his wife to proceed to juab that 
suffloiont extent which minlstorod to ins 
own vanity, and whioh rornindod horwelf 
of the groat pecuniary obligations under 
which her family laboured towards hirnj 
and that ho had then stopped her just 
at tho point whore ho might soom to 
have been listening hitherto fur oour* 
tesy'fl sake, but boyond which to listen 
any longer would bo perhaps to oxoito a 
euapiolon as to his real motives. Uc 
now gave tho oonveraation a ooinplclo 
turn ; and shortly afterwards Lady 
Anastatla proooodod to her dresaing 
room to perform her evening toilet. 


CHAPTER OXXL 

mt) AKt) !rHM MKUOJIANT. 

SnoEThY after five o’otook, a very 
elegant phwton and pair dashed up to 
libeK^entyahoe of Tudor House. Thl« 


(Mjuipago bolongod to Viuoount Rush- 
brook ; and his lordahij) hifnsoif was 
driving it,- a groom in an elegant 
livery being neaied by Ina cido. 'PijQ 
ViiUKMint wnw amoking a cigar, and hla 
wholo appnaraiuie wan of that tiiaaipat- 
cd, rakish, devibniay-oaro kind which 
denoted thn aiieniltbrif fc and the inv 
provident oinu Ho wan five or nix 
yearn older Mian hif4 nintor Anantatia: 
iio wan tall nnd well formed ; he had 
dark hair, an nrintoeralie proHIo, and 
good foaturon : Init an wo have just 
liiijied, tho Irueen of ^litifufialion woio 
upon lii« (umntiuoiiKu^ He w/m more* 
over Hnirouglily hoarthnin and un* 
priMei|iled : ho would naoriihto n. friend 
at any mofnent if it nnited bin iuteroais, 
or if bin ptMuiuiary wnntn had to I)q 
supplied. Ho enroll not for uintor nor 
for parejiln; but yet he wan an noooin^ 
plinhed liypoerite— and at any time, to 
gain his own endn, could ninuilnto tho 
utmost fratornni love or filial alVeotion. 
Krom hitJ very boyhood he had boon 
reckless nnd extravagant: his proooed- 
ingn at college bad liel])ed to mako 
ooruiiderablo inroads upon the already 
dilapidated ineomn of bis fatlier tho 
Kirrl of Foiuiwbicb ; and it was whin* 
perod that on more oecuHions than ono 
had he niuco the attainment of his 
majority heon com polled to leave tho 
country for a time until his debts wero 
nettled, 

Bneh wan AnautatiaVi brother, Hnbort 
Viscount KiiHbhrook. When the oqub 
page dashed up in grand ntyle to tho 
front of the inanniun, thn Viscount 
tuNHod the reins to lus groom on ono 
side— and tonsed tho cigar from hia 
mouth on tlio other : he then stood for 
a fevv momoiUs to admire his splendid 
pair of horses, whii h were Htnaming on 
aooount of tho pace at which he hud 
driven tliom ;^and then ho sauntered 
into the houao, l.Vouecding to the 
drawing ruonii bo found Htr hVodoriok 
and Armstatia there; and us ho had a 
favour to ask of the lormcr, It wn» Ida 
policy to render himaoK aa agrooubloaa 
posBifde* 

‘vHow arc you, Bfr Frodoriek?*' ho 
oxobdmed, proffering hia band, and 
bestowing a very warm shako there- 
with, although thoro wa» nothing 
cordial nor fervid in tho manner of hla 
brotherdndaw, but merely an much 
gentlemanly oourteay an ho would have 
beatowed upon any other guoat ‘' YouVo 
looking uncommonly well I And you 
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j'Stfttia (loar—it m quite an a{?o oinoe I 
have you r*— wit.li which remark 

[tie Viaonuut juat touched hio 
oheck witli hie lipe. 

o Winuo have you boon all thin 
timer* inquired Lady Anjuitatia. 

" lloavon only knowc/* roapondorl 
the ViiHJount, cureleuHly : and thr()\vin |.5 
hiniHelf liuu;(iiidly upon a neat, ho Baul, 
a'pon my Huul, Mir ji’rcderttdc, you are 
luakiiq' your piano lo<)k quite charmiof:'. 
Suoh l.aHte an you have diaplayecl 1 
Where the deuce you |^ol> it all* I can't 
for the life of me eonjoetum— buried 

fls you were for m many yoara ** 

“ In the midht of tluib honourable in- 
duBtry/' mul Sir Fredoiiek Lalham; 
•'whieli Inan givoji mo tlm wealth that I 
now enjoy, and which alao Inul ito in- 
terval of leianre for the aequirornent 
and the cultivation of that taato which 
your lt>rdHliip hau juflfc been pleuBod to 
ouloMiy.e/^ 

There wao a oortain admixture of 
poinpoaity, vanity* and oolf-oompla- 
oonoy in Ibia opcooh : but yet it wao 
Bfliircely porooj)tible, with flo inuoli oalm 
ooinpoBui'o waB it (Iolivored 4 It likowiBO 
oonveyed a reproof in an indiroot 
manner-'tlie phraae of ** honout induo- 
tiy ” irroniatihly making the iinproBHion 
of iln» et)ntrant exiciinp, between I ho 
pure ui to of tlie ip’cat nuunhant and thofio 
of the youiq^ lor<l who iiad no oh on been 
(loptsndent on bin bounty. Ammtatia 
felt that iminnifMion, tbouf^h ehe did rot 
for an inetant imiqptu) that her liunband 
hud deliboralely intended to convey it. 
Ae for the Vimjount hirneolf, he tdtlier 
(lid not or elmee not to (U)!n prebend the 
ftlliiuion ; and he auhl with a eharac- 
tcriHlie lli]q>aney, e ()h I il/H a deviliuh 
lucky thinf^ that Homo men can aottlo 
IhemuclvtMi to Idpjr etoolH and awful hi|; 
bookH in a dark, diiq^y (30unUnf^ house : 
but luviifj; me* if over I could have 
brought my mind to it P* 

At thia nunnimt th(3 door wan thrown 
open, and a dnmeHllo in a Buperh livery 
announced that dinner wa>3 eerved up. 
Nothing ooourred during the repast 

which requires epeoial mention : wo wul 
thcroforo Buppoao Ibo cloth to have been 
roinovcd— the dessert to bo placed upon 
the table- Lady Anaatatia to have 
retired to the drawing room— and the 
brothorBdndaw to bo loft elono together, 
^or some HtUo while Viscount Rush- 
brook wont on drinkingi not moioly with 
tlxe air of ono who wftB much attaouod to 


wine, but likewise with that of a person 
who wafl priming himaelf, so to speak, in 
order to enter upon the flubjeofc which, 
despite his natural self-auffioienoy, he 
had some little diffidence in approaching* 
Ho waH moreover casting about for an 
opportunity to enter upon it; and this 
opportunity Sir Frederick Latham did 
not appear inclined spontaneoualy to 
furiutih, not to nssist in dovoioping. 
Indeed, the great merchant seemed ae 
if ho had forgotten that part of the 
Vifloonnb*H letter which had alluded to 
important buHincfio : he went on talking 
on general topios, as if there were no 
apeoial ono to be brought upon the 
tapis ono to the young nobleman it 

wuQ with ft most provoking indifference 
that Sir Fredoriok told him how long 
thiB particular wine bad been in bottle, 
and by what a lucky chance he had got 
poBROGOion of that other aort— *and how 
ho inlendod to make such ond such 
improvernontfl in his grounda— and how 
much hifl firm hoped to gain from the 
groat foreign loan which they had just 
oontraoied for and taken, 

" Confound this fellow I ” thought the 
Viscount within himBolf: “he is only 
doing this to humiliate mo. He won't 
help mo to oome to the point ; he means 
mo to open tho oubjoot deliberately and 
method ioftlly* without letting me 
gradually glide into itl This is tho 
ourRcd pride of purse, ^ which humbles 
our patrician pride of birth 1 By heaven* 
how I hate him 1 “ 

As ho mentally made this last ejaou. 
lation, Vioeotinb Rushbrook held up a 
bumper of port towards the briliisnt 
ohandolior susponded over head, as if 
it) were to examine its colour; but he 
was really tho while eyeing tho mer- 
chant aakanoe, and studying his ooun- 
tenanoe to asoertaia whether its expres- 
sion afforded a hopo that the fr 
was proBently to solioi^ " 
granted, But how inaoru^'’ 
oountenauoo, — with its i 
Gold, half solhsuffloient- 
certain gloss of dignity 
Frederick know that the 
looking at him— bub offeotox 
tho slightest idea of it. He 
too, all that was passing 
mind : but ho afforded nob tho 
indication that such was tho 
length Anastatia's brother fancied hiu.- 
self suffioienbly primed— which indeed 
he must have beeni if a oouplo of bottles 
oI wine ooxdd aooompUsh Buoh priming ; 
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but still ho was vory far from hoing 

intoxiofttod.’' . . i, , 

*^Ohl by tho byo, Sir Frodoriou, ho 
said, you happoa to notion that 

little flonliGnoe in iny lotter wlmrn I i*i‘ 
timated that I had a niattor of import' 
anoo to wubmit to you ? 

“I did note it.*’ anHWOrod tho mor- 
ohant^ with bviBinoan-liko prooiaion. ** I 
never fail to obporvo and I novor for- 
f(et any announocmnnt which A]>poavM to 
bo Btampod with a Herioun mounirjf]f/* 

“ Oh, well— that’H all right I ” oxolaim- 
od tho Viscount. **1 waa afraid you 
had loot flight of tho thing." 

Sir Frodoriok Latham pourod a email 
quantity of wino into hia own glarm -for 
ho was habitually tempera to : but ho iiaid 
not another fiyllahlo in renpoiiMO. 

'•Tho fnot iH,*^ ooiitinuod tho Vis- 
count. flrflt sipping hit! wino, and thon 
playing with hie silver fruitddufo, '* 1 
am in a littlo troul)le at thin moment 
—1 don’t moan trnnbh oxaotly’i be- 
oawao I that’n a term whieh 

frigl^tonR you City gentleman : but wbafc 
I moan is timt fluoh a thing an a eouplo 
of thouflfind pounds would ho of the 
vory groatoEit ot^rvloe to mo. 1 fdiouhl 

know how to uoo it ** 

‘^No doubt, my lord,” aald the nior- 
chant ; 0 very bo by Icn own how to make 
uao of a oouplo of thoufiand pournhw 
eapooially in ihoae timoM when no one 
ought to m<i-U80 money.” 

'Mu0t flo," Raid tho Vinnout: pro- 
oleoly my idea I ” — and agahi ho (lllofl 
hifl glaflfl— again ho fl<lgo(od with thi^ 
allver fruit-knife— while in tho dojdJi, of 
hie heart ho thought to himnelf, Vordb 
tion take the ooldddoodecl follow 1 he 
iuill make mo put tho qiumtion peiiit 
blank to him, ao that ho may have f he 
prldoful Hatiflfaotion of giving a point- 
blank yce, or the malignant HatiHfautiou 
of giving aa a direct 
"There was a pau30» during whieh 
Sir Froflorlok Latham uipj^od hiu wine 
with the moflt provoking oompneure; 
and Visoount EUi0hl)roak grow more 
and more ombarraBBod, ooiifuflOil, and 
annoyed. 

"Woll, about thia little buainetiB of 
minoi” ho said, at length muHtoriiig up 
bis flourago anew, " It*fl only a oouplo 
of tk^^nd poundo— I (l<uPt exootly 
know when I can repay it— hut nf 
oourflo I would give my hond-— and It 
ydUi my dear Sir Frederick, would put 
me in the way of raiding It amongHt any 
OfyottrWendB*~-*^ 


*' My Lord,” intfM‘rn])i;cd Urn nieivihant, 
Vr'illi /m nininnt eliilling dignity, I 
Imvo no money- lend oi‘i! lunongnf; rny 

frinndu nor accjimiid/inoeij -.for 1 ' 

nevf'i’ borrow." 

'♦ To be mire md. I " ^'jminiatod, the 
Vineount, nlfiMdijiu': io bnigb : " iliafc 

WfHild bo tof) redieuloufi I II linn tluifc 
oan lend inillioun In n foreign (lovorih 

ment lo borr^nv at boTTUi 1 No, no I I 

didn't mean Umt I Jint f w/oi only think- 
ing that ]KM'} ap!i yen onuld put rne in 
the way of r/iising I bin (uirtHul little 
miiu for I caenet ibhdc of mdiin/' you 
for mmb a. favour, uf(er ad Mint yn\i 
have at dillVrent tino'n dono fur juo 

„ j • 

Now liuten, liurd K uidibrottk/' inter- 
rupted Mir I'b'iMlcriek Intlmn, Hid.tling 
himiadf in a businenM lilvO innufier In 
Ilia ehiiir, mu I epeatdiiL^ w’lb u dignified 
aententioudiM'ian *' You W(mU. two 
tlMuinniid pounds: luul wluil, in more — 
you u'liiit iiu> If^ giv(^ yon tbu(. money? *' 

“ (live V Ob. no. no ! ” ejannbiled the 

Viaenunt. “ f nu^/ni Imul " 

" (*ii}r., 1 repeat,” oordinimd the nuu'- 
obanti wlMi a ellgid. mopiiimifi on Ibo 
word : for it waa vat loo* bii took than 
bin voiee wbieli rondtn’ed that word 
impremnvo wbtm tliuj ladferated, ” Well, 
my lord, you nhall imvo fida e.nioiuit 

" Mv dt*ar Mir Mre b iinh I ’I ’on my 
Moul, I luirdly Inmv/ how to o^. preHa niy- 
tUiU I You VO a l rut\ lu'fd/bi'rdn law- — ” 

*' Ami you liU('win(>," addmj Mir J'Vtu 
tlorltik. “ .1 hdii your ai der (Mi just now 
in the drawing naion Hot I In^g fhut 
you will lifihm In mu^ ; fur it iu abaolnhdy 
lu?eoHiiary we nimuld jjave fMOiu^ iiurlomi 
oonveraaMoii- ” 

'' Po ho luirs'l 'I’hia v.irut’n (^x<t(d|ent," 
exotaiuuMl Ihia ViaeoinH : "I oould ait 
and talk over it all idtfld; I '* 

" You will mit thifdi: it amiim," ro- 
Htimed tho merehaut, who u^ lipn for a 
moment expiospod mingled oimlempt 
ami dlngiiat for the reekh s j dh^Hipatfal 
lllppaney of the Vuuuumt, If I imtor 
upcm enrtabi rneinpHidefionH’— ” 

** I)(» whntover you like, my dear Sir 
FriMhniek,” exnlalmnd Ktudibrook, who 
watt now perfoetiy at hia romo In rea* 
\nH){r to the loan ho had nuked for, lU- 
aHriiimh uh ho know full well that his 
hrotlmr-inlaw wpultl faithfully fnllll 
uTjy prnndHO he hud riuiflo. " ’Pen my 
♦und, fhltt wiiifTtt na|dtalh— Hut I h>g 
your pardon I wa^ ini or rupMng you | 
Now khoDi, X*m all attontfoa-~^Iiy 
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byo, liadn’t, wo ])nU.or luivn mioihor 
boiilo d<‘ 0 [ioi[’ into fn’rioiui 

(IbKMJUVMOr’ 

ijiiiton tt> ioo wsy uml, nnid xMo 

niOVobiiiH, ooMiovvhai Kr'voroly, luid 

liordinj' Hi<i hiiil lohilivti in Uu^ 
fnJid) lioi lie. n, v/Mi! nol- I whn lii’nli 
Hnii|.(!d. tiH» n(!i{M!Uh1 aooo i»f iiin Marl of 
Iford -- oor (ioit. of Ilia aon iiio 

ViHOonrdi h*ainlihn)ok : kni \i wiia ii 

(nroHnudniii^o of n jironlitii' oliiu’iud.' •r--or 
;^.|uiti ulloM' lorro ahnll 1 uao ^ •\vhi<')i 
iiiiuio nio wiili >'oui‘ lord- 

nliip’n (luiuly." ^ „ 

** lilli. H>y tIt’M' J liv lol^i ox- 

oliiiiootl tilo VioiKHiiii, .<11UV witiiiiiij- 

viiiildy »t' tio' iMoicliiiiU.’n 
HOKiiii'd fniui'lil. vvilli nil nliiit'inn tiuit. 
v.'aii iiid.V t<ni iiitoilii'ilili’, “ .Vim nut I'ly 

mu liid, jV'i'M! <" ini’»|iiinlnl(i- ” 

•I Yum luy luril,” i niil (Im nu'i'nliimt 
(luli)ly, "I nm (ioiii)' Ut romiiif ulntn. 
Ydti nttU nut II Invutii’ niiil I will nun- 
fill' H' ill ii'.V iiwii fnniiiiin, of I'lnn •'"I; 

n(, 1 . 11 ;”. Mii'u ili'iiv.'iu).’; fiii't!' ii iMinluil' 

lioiik, Hii- l'■|'(!ll(‘i•illl^: (liii|iliiyo(I tiovnriil 
liliiiiU iilii qunn ; ami Im lulilml, '* Om> 

(if Umiio will I pfi'iiimlly fill ii|» li’f l'l><> 
tiiimiiiif; yni ilnnim. iiinviili'il ymi Imlnn 
111 all llial. I liavo ii» na,V. ■I’’''li I'uiimia- 
liur 1 1 do aol' fim''*’ .V‘*" < '’-'“I 
(looliim I" lin'iv urn, I n plimn my olmifumi 

in my pin lmt lniul''. n"''l'''nn) in "ii oiid 

of t,lu' iiml* I'l'-" . I ,1 1 

" Hull my ilmw M'f I'fnilurmk, nt.fnn- 
inciuil nmrfnl'm.'ml Mm Vinimiiiil;, ” Mmm 
ill n()iiml.liim.' v. f.y nf nlmiit you Mua 
uvtmiiK.'. WImt. <lonn ^ 

mmi'c.nlv lliiiik il. in M'"' " I'nimniun ■ 

"Olil if yolilnUn \i in i\n^i 
lot'll,” iiit’m'ni|ili 'I Mm nminlmul,, ‘'1 
oun imlv ami'.'.'i'i' Mml. |-i Mmi)! d will noli 
Im nuit.n lu-mimit, fill' nm In iu>m|ily wiUi 
vour raipiniii .*' 

Tliiii! nimakint;, i'lfi I'Voilnrmk laiMimn 
ivuiilo a im vmmmt. mi If to nliufc «i|) hia 

imokot-lamlu -V'luu. Ilm Vinomml-, 'vlio 
Imil Mm iiuiiif d »nio ‘''ito one'* uumi y 

anti wiitild rallmr Imnf aiivHimi', Imwnv.u' 
imi>iilidali 0, Motti iilmmliin Mm nlmimo 

of ol.tiiiiiiiif’, it.--- Itfinlnuod lo oxidivmi, 

•■Wall, wall, Hit' l''iadm jtik, Im it mi VOii 
vjilli I'roaaod 1 I linlaii. 

*' If, wim Imiwaau two mi'i 
ami,” mild Mm imnaliiud, atiU with that 
niilm, hummiHH-lilm air v/hiah tlm younk 

imldaim :» fait to Im no „.,tv 

a liill for two Muuimiml 

Hiuft to ha tlm r.oimfitmmo of ^ 

of IwiiUmlilf.T-'H imlilavmui woU knowu 

UHOtt the Turl— and dwvn by Vnioonnli 


Kiinlibrook, ootno in tlm oourao of bimi* 
Mui'ii into tlia liniidii of tlm ll'ii’in to which 
J: Imlonif. 'I’hiii bill wan tv foi'ROi'y : the 
Mn Mi II in’ll lumi'iitamio \va:t a foi'(./(iil name 
and Vi'inoniit llniililircok wan Mio forger I" 

” Mil' li’radariak I " looanad AnuBtatiii's 
hrotlu'i' iiilcininly. ‘'What if any one 
wcia litilt'iiiii/' ? 

“ No olio liiitoiin inpi'oiicrly, my lord, 
ill my lionno rajilioil tlm Marohnmnt. 

“Am i III go on ?’ 

‘■Yi'm— if yon will-'I am at yonr 
iiHiiny- Init Miin in iiidacd oruel I 

“ 11; ill a ftniliii.n W’liioh .1 havo of hoa- 
towitig Mia favoiir whinh in iiBlted of 
mo,” n j.iiimd Hri li’i-odorick : and there 
wan noinnl'hiMjf coldly implimalito in hio 
loiio. • Wall Mio. liill oamo duo; it waa a 
foi'|,'ai'V,an I havo iiaid : tlm MacjiilB of 
.Swiilaidilfo dicavowi'd it; and you, Lord 
U unldirook. woi'O fitutod to he upon the 
{kiiil.imnil. At all avontii you woro not. 
to ho fiiiimb Your fathor oamo tn me 
in an nipniy of i-P'iof; I took pity on 


him ; ha liiiiiiiolf could not pay tlm bill 
ior you— a torriblo oxponuro iioomod to 
Im iitiu'iii|.' you in tlm faoc. Aa for the 
Marri'iiH - - ho wan incxornblo : ho vowed 
that jiiBiioo (liiould take itn ooiu'flo-ixnd 
that ovnii though I, the holdiir of the 
hill, might airiuigo Mm inabUii' with yoiiv 
fatlmr, ho would expmio you all tho 
(Hull I- . Im would bi'ivml yon an a villam. 
'J'licii nil of a iiuddcii a ohiinRe eumoovor 
tho Mi'.i'i.)iiiii' What inlluouoo was 
bromdit (,o hoar upon liim I know not : 
Imt (Tonlitloiiii tho intoreamiionii of your 
fatlior and iiiothof, privately iiiiido, pro- 
vaih'd. ffin hirdiihip agi'ood that the 
midtev iiiioiild ho hmihod upland I oii 
mV pint ni'i'Ciid to oxoharii'o tlm forged 
bill imiiniit a note of hand which your 
faUu'i' Mm Marl of Foi'dwich gave me. 
l:,umd not add that it 'waii Mm flan- " 
iii'cmintiiig you or your family with 
fclioufliuul poundn ; for until tlim (lay 
not,) of hand rcmaiiVH unpaid. 

“ Not one nyliable of all thio ha 
ovor dimiml,” mild tho wrctolmd Vise 

"nor do I don V it now. But whorv.— , 

Hir FiiM.ln iok , 1 „ 

“f'Uop ! you have prominod to heal 
,ni, ” iuteitnptcd tho implaoablo mer- 
lihaufc: and ho a.ided with a oold eaeor 

.'When our difK)ouv«« 

I havo IllUid op the ohoqim whiob you 
riHiuiro, wo will ibi«k anothor bottle of 
v/irm of thifl very novt which you floem 

tn liko no * , . , , t ^ 

'L'ho ViflCiount’w fcatureo brightened up 

in tho faintoob degreo aa ho saw that . the 
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oonvei’flitioii on this topic inuBt soon 
draw to an ond, and that ho would 
obtain tho aubaidy of which he atood ao 
much in need. 

•'The oiroumstonoo to whioh I have 
referred," oontiauod Sir Frederick 
Lathom, "placed mo on a footing of 
intimacy with your fainiiy. I hooamo 
the husband of your aistor ; and at tho 
Bomo time I had tho Bupromo honour” 
—here again he apoko with a cold 
aneop— "of advancing a fow thouHanda 
for tho bonoflt of your father. Nor wan 
thia all. Shortly after my marriago, 
you, my lord, bcoamo involved, in froaii 
diffloultioa : you wort) outlawed for your 
debts: and every ahorifT’a ollinor in 
London was in aonroh of you, Nay, 
more— there was one of your creditora, 
a Bolioitor, who wuh uIbo a money-lender 
that throatonod you with an indlotment 
for having obtained from him u loan 
under the faleoBt pretonouH ;and again 
wore you obliged to lice to tho (’onti- 
nent~or at nil evoutB to hide yourHolf 
in some aoouro retreat. And who came 
forward to Buooour you? who Botllod 
your liabilitioB? who procured tho 
rovcrBal of the outlawricH? who arranged 
that ugly matter with the uauriouH 
solicitor? In a word, who again aavod 
you from ruin— nay, from worao than 
ruin— from utter degradation and dia* 
honour? It was I, Ftoderiek Latham, 
the Oity merchant.” 

"And did I not exproBB my rnoHt 
grateful thanka ?” asked the Vlarount: 
"did I not, alike by letter and by word 
of mouth, declare that you wore my 
saviour and acknowledge tho obligation 
under which I lay towards you.” 

"No doubt," rejoined Sir Frodotiok. 
"But lotberB may bo bb inainoore as biliH 
of oxoWngo themaelvea may lie flotibloua : 
for the man who would forgo a name to 
tho latter, would Boarooly hoaitato to lio 
through the raodium of the former. And 
then too, na for verbal exproBBiona- — - 
Ahl my Lord Viacoiuit lluBlibrook, I 
know the value of auoh languago from 
yonr tipBl” 

‘‘Why, what— wliat— my dear Sir Fro* 
doriok," atammered tlio young nobleman 
looklog dreafully confused, despite hia 
ojiaraotBristio impudouooi what do you 
mean?” 

i"Evory fable has its moral— every 
Bering of truths prodttoo their oorollary," 
illliedi the merchant, eontontioualy. 
'■illllkfivyOM': that 1: ■have ontorad thl« 
nililiJiiAliheifi ..rcQKpljivdAiiionftjoii. 


the purpoao of parading my own 
genoroHity in ii pecuniary HeiiHO towardn 
your father ami vouroelf ? — or think you 
that I seek to enliamio the im|iortaneo 
of tlie favour I am about to befUow upon 
you, — a favour which liowcvor groat it 
may l»o in rcfcrcnoc to your proaont 
noncBBiticH, in iu rcHpect to my inonnn 
and roHourcenof I lie moiit tniinpcry and 
trivial dcHcriplioii, No — Ihceo aro not 
my otijootfl' But 1 winli to let you 
know, T,oi’d ViHeount Itiiuhbrook, that I 
am not your dope.' 

"My <iupe ? Mill Sir hVederielc, tiiat la 
really tou good I” -ami the ViHOount 
ttiTcotcMi to laugh ehueUlingly. ■•.It 
would be rather diilleult, I fauey, to get 
the better ef a Hhrewd, clear headed man 
of biU’iuoHH Biicli an you are,” 

"It ia the very Ihlni' of which I am 
necking to convince you," rejoined 
Sir Fredoriok : "for if I give you my 
money, it in lliat 1 toHH my tlmunaodM to 
putrieian heggurH of Belgravia, jimt aa 
when the humour taken me I toHH my 
pence to tho grovelling mendiuaula of 
,St. (Blen'H or Whitechiipcl,*' 

"On my bouI, the«e aro liard worda, 
Sir Frederick 1" ejaciitalcd tho Viaoount, 
colouring. 

"DoubtlcHB they arc hard wordn,” 
roflponded tho mcrcliant; Imt it Ih your 
own fault, and that <if your faUior, if 
lliey aro now addreuBcd to you. I will 
cornu to the p diit. Tim Eiirl of Ford, 
wioh lioaHta that liiH partinian hnml had 
hcoti graeioiiHly (»nd t'onde«ceudiiigly 
pIcHHod to gritBi» my plebeian luuul. 
Snell lliIngH aa these ia your Uight 
llonouruldc father ocrifllnnlly Haying; 
while yonr Kigiit Honourable motbor 
licHitaleH not to tloolarc that her daugh* 
tor was Ihrowm away upon a Oity 
merchant, when with a littlo trouble and 
manoeuvring aim might no doubt have 
married one of her own aphoro. Mark I 
one of her own apfiere- It Ib eiiay, there* 
fore, to oomprelmiul what your lady* 
motbor Ihlnga of mo. But with f/oii, ay 
Lord Vtaoount St la inllnltuly worae. In 
your aoiior raomonta na woB as in your 
drunken revelrioa, you have apokon 
anornfully of the City raorohant. Have 
the worda ivn'n, pompom, auj/kienl ujh 
start, never iaBuetl from your Hp« ? But 
I wilt not dwell upon tlioao things,— 
though I can asBurc you they wound mo 
not; for I can aoorn and deaplBo them. 
I have said enough to oonvinoe you, my 
lord, that I «m not your dupe. 1 know 
your keiyrti ^ou hate wo tit to. 



Tiiiii JttJfwxmuiliw 


^[\\\ iiml vv(>i’m*\vo()(l for you to roooivo 
fnvotiru at my luuulu ; aiid thoroforn, V 
oven in oonfin i injj; iliom— ami in 1( 

you that whioh your imni'miitiaH will not »i 
ponnit yoti to rofuoo, l)ut v/hiuh indoiMi o 
they (HjmiM)l you U) auk — I am rovnn^otl! 

Nothing mmhl (ixomirl iho <liHOony 
fiiurn uf ViHoount itmihhrook whilo Hir ^ 
Krotlorlolt Ladnini thun upoko. Tlio 
patrician dartMl not look the rioh plu^ 
bcian in the face, lie wan abauhod 
oonfnuinlod anniliilatcd. Ibit with 
the utrnoct oooiEicaa Hir Frederick 
Latham lillod up a cin quo for the luim ^ 
ot two tlmiumnd pounda;and m ho 
pacHod it ncroiin Iho ifil)h^ to tho Via- . 
count, ho imhk * Not a word of wliut hue 
piuuiod nond ho ropoated in iho proHonoo 
If Aim-iintlii ! Ami ro in umber, my lord— ' 
wbon w« rojoiii ymir tiiitlor in the 
(lrivwin« rooin, wo wear enunlonnnooH ns J 
il notliiiiK oxtrii'orflinnry Inid tnkim 
])l/u) 0 . Ami now, my lor<i, fov tiinfc otlior 
bofcUn of wimi wliioli 1 jiromiaHOii yoii.”^^ ^ 
“'I'liiinkH for tko luioomuKiiliktion, ' j 
nitiii Urn ViHOOiint, now umidoniy ro- . 
oovorinji nil iiifl Bolf-poasondion and hia ^ 
flippant oomplttoonoy, “ But, oh I you , 
hiivi) oroBnotl til in ohoriuo— and 1 nhall J 
liiivo to Hond it through my bankorn.”— ^ 
whom, to toll you tho truth, I hnvo 
ovorilrawu to tlici tuiio of a few luuidrodo 
BO tliiit limy would intoroopt u ooiifiido- 
ralilo porlion of tliio amount in order to 
ropay tlo'miielveH--whinh would by no 
meau'i answer my ))or(»om).’‘ 

“Tlien ooino to me in tho Oity to- 
morrow, and I will (Jfivo you hank-notos, 
aaiil tho mnrehunt. “Or Htop, I think I 
ean munum' it in another way , Have 
tho KoodnoBS to follow me, my lord. 

Hir hVedoriek Initliam roHO from hifl 
Hoat, and isaued from tho room. Iw 
oonduotod the ViHonunb throu«h tho 
lihrary, into a amall oabinot, wliloh 
Horvod an a (irivalo nlli io ol atudy where 
Hir Ffoderiek waa wont to look over 
lottorn.or tratiBaot any otliBr lUtlo busi- 
ue»8 whioh iHt mitilit mamigo at homo, 
and on tlimm ilayB on whioh it wiw not 
noooBsary for him to prooood to hia groat 
OBtabliBhmont in tho Oity. Drawing 
forth a key from hia piiokot. Hir i'rorto* 
riok optmod lui iron aafo, whioh was 
oonooftlod by a door forme, in the 
boinuifully pidulod and exquiflUoly 
pannelliog'work I and ho took from that 
safe a oaah box oontatning a quantity of 
gold in ono oompartment and a number 
of bauk'Hotes In aiiothor, 


Ah I I fleo, Sir Froderiok/' said the 
ViBoount, with one of hia flippant 
buigiio, ‘<fchat you always keep a good 
aupply of monoy in tho houao in oaso of 
omorgonoio[4.'* 

**Alwayfl/' rooponded tho merobantj 
with apparent ooulnoas and indiflerenoe ; 
but the prooooding was in reality 
another piece of oatentation on hia part, 
to piquo the envy of hia patrician 
brother-in-law, whom ho alike dospisod 
and hated. 

When vSir Frrdoriok had counted 
down bank-notes to tho amount of a 
couple of thouBand pounds, there waa 
Htill H oonBidorablo amount left ; and 
in the oatno spirit of ostentation, tho 
merchant folded thorn up mothodioally 
oonduofcing tho proooaa in auoh a 
manner that Rush brook might oatoh a 
glimpse of tho word ‘‘UUN^DRED'' in 
tho corner of some dozen or fifteen of 
those remaining notos, 

' Shall I give you a little momoran* 
d urn— an aoknowledgmont— a note of 
liauvi— or anything you think fit ? 
inquired the Visoount, as he trust into 
his pookob the two thousand pounds 
just handed to him. 

"It is really usoloas to spoil a good 
uhoot of paper, my lord/* was tho 
morolianfc's coldly oontooiptuous reply, 
iiH ho looked up tho bufe* 

Tho Viscount alteotod to laugh: bub 
ho bit his lip witli deep oonoentrated 
rage, as ho thought wiiliin himself, 
'Insult upon insult 1 The purse-pride of 
this up start plebeian is intolerable T* 
While that impreflaion of impotent 
fury was atill upon llushbrook^a ooun- 
tomvnoo, tho full gaze of Latham’s cold 
blue eyes was suddenly turned upon 
him-— indeed with an abruptnoas that 
made llushbrook start. But again re- 
covering hia aolf-posBOsaioD, he ran bifl 
fingers through his dark hair,— saying 
with another laugh, '’Now, then, for 
this bottle whioh is promised.*’ 

Sir llVedcriok Latham led the way 
baok to the diaing-room— rang the bell 

i .aud gave the order for tho wine. As 

t ho Bate for another half-hour with the 
r Visooiiiit, hia diaoourao ogaiu turned 
• upon general topioa ; and ho spoke 
8 prooiaely afl if nothing uapleaaant had 
e taken place,. — whilo his demeanour exhi* 
t bitod that oourtesy, bo coldly polished. 
,t whioh was habitual with him. The 
if fresh supply of wine being finished, the 
,r merohant and the Visoount repaired t‘ 
the drawing-room,— where they parto 



of ooffoo wiiili AaiuitfiUii. ; ntiil fclio yoti'a? 
lady' had n(»l. I;h« iwxioii t<> ■ 

fciiiiijtooi. tlmt anylhini' of ii (lioaRiaoahlo 
oli(U'ai)l.(U' had ootmi'catJ holwixl hoi‘ 
hiiahiinii and Iuh' In’ol.hi'r. 

It watt ahotit otovoii o’olotik wlian t ha 
Viflcoitnli'n daahitif' pliitofctm wiia di':Vi'it 
rouiiii’ fi'om thn ntnhliifi to tlia fronfi at 
tho rnannion. Tito wmi vary durit ; 
and tho lumiio of Uto vtthiolu witro 
ligUtod. Lord Itiuihhniolt, Imviiig takitn 
lottvo of Ilia tiidtoi' and hid lirothiir-iiidaw, 
puiuted foi’ a fow nionioiitn in tho liaH t<) 
light a oigai' ; and I'O I lion aiiiioiidotl to 
th’o hox-neat,' lodoivinf' tho whip ainl 
roioH ti'om tho hiindu of liin gioono Ho 
wasnoinoivliat tho woiao for tho (pout 
quantity of wino ivi'ioh ho had diunli ; 
and tho dinnontio, if ho hail daiod, would 
havo roinonntrutod agiiiimt hid ruaator'n 
Hiidortahing lo diivo on tho oooadioii : 
bub !io know (ho Vinisoiinli’ii tornpor, niid 
aoooniiiq'ly hidd hia |)oano. Hid iordahip 
wad in rat'd d]iiriln:ho liad tho two 
thoutiand pou’idn in hin ponkof— lin wmi 
olatnd witli winii'—ho wim [U'ond of hiii 
beautiful tui'ii-out--auil tho iiuproanion 
of tho dioagroonlilo noono with bid 
brothor-in-law liavhig now tunuplotoly 
worn olV, ho daid to hhuiiolft '’Mitiuq 
Luthiiin noviir rofuitod hid monoy, I 
Bhau'O luuitatoin futmo in aitplyirq.' to 
him ovon oftenor llnm I havo hithoi to 
done."’ 

Tho oquipatp) daaliod along thouvooiio 
towai'dd tho galod whiob worn thrown 
upon by tho portor ; anil aii tho iilocdfl 
ilow through that I'lilranoo-way, Hnt 
groom notioed with a Bliuddor iiow 
oloHoly tho wlieul whidkod pant tlio iron 
poat. Tho road upon whiob tlioy 
entered, waa Inoad and ttv' ii : tlio lioraod 
know that they were rot.nniing liotno- 
wnrd ; nnd they jiroeoodod at a nqrid 
rato- Tho equipage iiad Bearoedy gono a 
quarter of a uiito from tho gain, whati 
on turning a nouiowhat niiarp oornnv, tho 
pkaoton dashed iigainut a podt, i ml wan 
instnutanooudly ovorturuod. 

The groom wud dtuimod, anil lay 
sooBolosB on tho road : but as it Hio 
adage should bo fultlllod whioh doohirtiB 
• there is a spnoial providonoo for 
drunken men and ohililron," tho Via- 
oount OBoaped totally unhurt Mo woo 
inatantaneouBly upon his foot: nnd ho 
fanofed that a mon, wearing Home 
l^range white dro80, was at tlio hor«oa' 
h^dsir^to wbiuh Indeed the atrongor 
inatantanequBly ruahod, he being on 
ithatvery apQtj At the timo'^ao thAt the 


wild of H‘o aniinulu wna 

urn'll l.od 

« Thmikyon, my f'lmd fidhi-.v 1” naid 
lliiiihhrooh, idi.'ikii'g hiiuui'.U an ho oinaiq; 
\i|) (,ii hill foot. ".I Old. hold on tlioro for 
11 . inoiimnt wluhi 1 look to tho I'nioni, 
All" ho ooiitiiiiiod, liaviiij' oKuniiimd his 
(Inpi.iidnnt,, "Im i" idiiniiml, hut not 
killod. Wotl 1 Ihat’a hiokv. And now 
(or (hi) imrringo, Wall, by hoavon I (hia 
in luoky ai'nin 1 N'lihin/' brokon that I 
nun iiiio, ixnopt tho hiiopfi. 1 think 
tlioiio horiion will ntniid now. Jiint oomo 
and hind mo a hand to <iol, the phaotou 

npvii'ld..” 

Tho mail to I'.'lioiu tliono wordi) were 
mldroiined, did not givo ntl.i'i'iinoo to a 
n.vilaldo ill ii'idy : hut ntill ho a(ijioaiod 
to oompvohend what ivan nuiil j for 
liavinL' putted tho liormni’n nook ho 
upjn'oiinlied tho Vi'inoioit 

“VVh Vi .you are a leinoar- — ora Ohina- 

)imn—a .ilnlay or oomolhing of llui 

Iiorti” exohuituid Unnlibi'ook, an the 
ou'ii oiiioi'i’i'd from the ooiiiparativo- 
ohnonrity ( for the lighl.n of both tho 
hfinpt) word o.'ifniijpdnhod '-'tiioro woro no 
(pot taiiMin in Hud. part of tho road - nor 
vv’mi llioro any liorno imar. "Why tho 
dotioodmi li yon np.mk. Yoit munn to 
uiulortdauid nio.'' 

Tho 1,'iii.iai' tnado a oign that ho was 
duinh; but ho at onon aildriitniod himsolf 
lo tho hnninoiKi of rainiii.g tho pliaolon,-- 

v/hieh ho did in a vory fow by 

hill own niiaidi‘d iiti'iingUi. TIu urouiu 
wan now roonvin'ing : nnd tho li-i-ioar, 
lifting tho iniin in hin pinvorfni arina, 
phiood him in tho vohiohi. 

" Yon lU’o a 'vory loiofnl follow," naid 
the Vinoount; 'ami I oaii’t Ihinlc of 
ftlving you Iuhk than livo nhillingH for 
your HorvinoH." 

Thun a(ioukiiig, tho noblomnn thrust 
hia hand into Iiih hroiniln it’ pookot ; and 
with Ihiifc Hiu'eloHSinain whhdi wan parti- 
iiltv oharaolorisHo, and partially tho 
result of his inohiiato ooiidition, ho 
pulltnl forth all Iho oonlonte of that 
poakot-'gohl, ailvor, and lianU notes. 
Qniok a» lightning the Lusear Hoiisod 
upon the noton; it wan one rajdd ojuioh 
whioh ho mado at them ; and tho next 
inst int ho waa flartiiig away aa quick oa 
hin Icgn eouhi oarry him. 

•' Stop thief i " voeiferatod the Via- 
eount, wild with rtigo and fury: hut 
oven before hia voleo had oeaBod to 
vibrate in the air, tho white gartnenta 
of tho robber woro lost in the darkooaa 
of the night. ' 
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torrlblo oxeorfttion burat from 
ituehbrook'H lipa: but ho (JorficJ not 
jpooil in i>ui’«olt. In tho firat plaoo, ho 
waa ft oowiird: hlooB of dnggorn nnd 
kiiivoB oonnootod with that Lftaoftr, 
jurppt through Ida iimin ; nnd in tho 
(ooond plftooi iio dnrod not quit the 
oquIpiiRO. Ilia liOBty ojftoiihitioiia Binr- 
tied tho groom ftlrnoHt ooniidotoly hook 
Into IKo ; nnd ho anid, “Whftt is tho 
niattor, my lord ? ” 

JluBhbrook wob on tho very point of 
nroolftlming tho extent to which ho bed 
boon robhod,~whop It Htriiok him that 
i( ho wore to do bo, ho must inovltnbly 
out) tho ligtiro of tho vorlOHt dftstnrd In 
tho oyoa of bin dopondnnt, for not having 
at.onoo pnrauod tho plundoror, Thua, 
though olinost mnddonod with vexation, 
Ilia prldo novortholeeB inapirod him with 
epiliolent Bolf-po8BOBBion to ninko him 
hold his poftoo on thiit aooro j and ho 
Bxolftimod, “ Oh, it wna nothing I Only 
tho flirnngo mnniior in whloh that follow 
(lartod ftwuy nftor I hud given him a few 
ahillinga.’' , 

Tho groom'B thonghto wore fltdl too 
much in oonliiBioo for him to poroeivo 
at tho inoniout thiit there waa soino* 
tiling atriiiigo. in tho buBinoaa, und that 
Ilia inualor wftfl apoaking ovaaivoly, 
VVho» ho BubHoquontly roQootpd upon 
It, it wftB too Into to put any (urthor 

(lUOHtlona, . . , „ 

llnehlirook now inquired If tko groom 
wore very inuoh hurt 1 Tho ino.n ro* 
Bpondod thftt ho was oonaiderably 
almkon ; hut ho oongratalntod liimBolf 
ou having hriikon no honoB I ho Via* 
boiint reauinod ilia Boat: hot ho drove 
very oautiou.tly for tho romnindor ol the 
Ipurnoy ; and nil tho way homowurii to 
liiB fftthor'B roaidonoo in I’ark Lane, he 
noyor oonHod inwardly ouralng Iub ill 
look, whloh had doprlvod him of n eum 
that wna ao muob neodod hy oxlai ng 
olcoumfltnnooa. 


OHAPTBR OXXir. 

TUB nniBUANT ENTKW AtSMENT. 


Eotm or five dnya elnpaed after the 

inoidentB whloh we have been deuoribr 

Ing ! ftud Lady Anaatatla Latham knew 
not pteolBoly, what oourae to 
reapeot to Madame She had 

pioml»%4 Shitdbolfc .at , the., time to mU 
kirkjvn • hut the pledge wW.hwtily" 


given, for tho purpose of getting rid of 
the man; nnd nRerwards Anaatatia did 
not like to fulfil it. Equally distasteful 
to her was the idoa of writing to Madame 
Angelique upon tho eubjeot of the olaim 
made upon her; and thus these four or 
flvo doyfl had paflaed away without any- 
thing being dono. A grand entertainment 
waB now about to bo given at Tudor 
Lodge and this was for the moment 
engroeaing her Indyahip’s attention. 

“ You will see to-night a very inter- 
eating young oouple,'* said Sir Ere- 
doriok Latham to Anaatatia, as they 
wore Boated together at breakfaet on 
tho morning of tho day on which tho 
ontortainmciit waa to be given. 

"A young mairiod oouple?’* said 
Anaatatia inquiringly. 

" No-rbrothor nnd Bister,’’ responded 
hor husband ; “ and they are twins. 
Their name is Aahton; and as if all 
oiroumfltaDOOs should oombiue to aug- 
iDOut tho inloreat which onvolopes them, 
thoy boor the names of Ohrlstlan and 
Ohriatina.” 

'• l^erhapa it was a mother’s pious love 
which bestowod theso nomes upon hor 
twin-ofTapring ? '* aaid Lady Anaatatia, 

! *‘Ido not knoyi tho oironmatanoea.” 
answered ,Sir Frederick Latham; but 
I will toll you how it is that Mr. and 
MiBB Aahton are to be our guests thia 
evening, and wherefore I am about to 
uHk you, Anaatatia, to ahow them all 
poHRibte ottontlon.'’ 

, “ You know full well, Sir Frederiok,” 
roaponded the amiable wife, “that no 
exproBBod wish of yours is ever wilfully 
noglooted by me. I will show Mr. and 
Miaa Aahton every attention— not merely 
booouao you desire it— nor beoauae mere 
oniinary oourloay would have prompted 
Buoh ooivtuot on my part— but likowiae 
buoauBO I am already inleroBted in this 
young brother and Biator,’’ 

1 woB about to give you aomo libtlo 
oxpianation,’' roaumed Sir Frederiok, 
“There h'lB boon for a while past an 
Tnd|on lady of ronk ataying in the 
IlritiBh metropolia— bub mointaining a 
Btriot incoynita, By tho death of her 
father she has recently attained a atill' 
higher rank; and large funds have been: 
remitted to England for her uae. These 
monoya veto pold through our oorrea- 
pimdenfa bouao at Oaloutta; and^ it 
vpstordfty beoacQO Deoeesary that 1 
BUo,uld,.Boe tho lady of^ whom^ I am 
Bpoftking, ufc her residence in tbe^dletri'- 
pi Bayewater. Tiiere I' . met . M- ' 
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Um Aalitoth tui w«ll ah a j;/onfctoman ot 
thn niurio of EodolifYo. Having rt^ooivod 
tho lady*H iiiflt ructions, in irof*poct to 
thn largo fun (hi which our hr in holdn on 
hot account, I vontiircd to him that if it 
were agvcealilc, you Anaatatia, would 
call and pay your rcHpoota, Tlu> lady 
exprcMHod her thiml(H» and witli tmudi 
oourtcHy pa VO mo to und era land that who 
waa dcHirouH of living in mud uh I on during 
her flojourn in thin country* But ulio 
remarked tlmt rdic hy no rnouna witilnul 
to oondomn Imr hidoved friend 
Atdjton to a tiimilar monotorjy of 
oxifltenoo: for it iii'pcara that Mi»H 
Aahion iruidra uHfu^otlier wilh tho 
Indian lady — while Mr. Atdiinn and 
Mr licdcMlh) wore only the temfjorary 
viHitnra of a f(uv lion re. To ho brief, I 
Buociu'ilod in Indneing Mr. and Mihh 
A ahtnn in accept an invitation to onr 
eritortiiinrnent this evening; and you 
may t tier e fore expect them/* 

Hir Fred crick Latham, an Indora’a 
fiiiUMcial agent, had noecHHnriiy been 
made a(U|iiaintod with her ((uecniy rank : 
hut afl tho matter wao a acoret, lie — witii 
tlic chiuaetei iHtie caution of l)iiaineaH> 
haldia — forhure from revealing the trutli 
oven to Ilia own wife. Ho liad wtriven 
hard to induce Indora to v ait at Ida 
houae. He had calculated that if hIui 
would only make her appearance for an 
hour In hia lirilliant ealoona, the pr(<HiMino 
of a lady of ouch maichlrHH bmudy — 
Qvon though iu‘r ftoveridgn rank idiould 

fltill remain ooncoalcd would give an 

jtmnenHc cvlat to tho ontertainment But 
Indora had declined,— not rmn ly for (ho 
roanon whiidi aho had a)iog(n], hut 
likewiHO hIio dcctnod it her duty to 
heatow an much attention na fujHHildc 
upon tho wounded hlagoonaii. She 
novortheloHn urged (JhriHtina to aeo tpt 
tho invitation: while Mr. Hedcliffe had 
by aaign intimalod to Cliriatlan that he 
alHo waa to renpond in (ho alTlrmativo. 
ThuH, although Sir Krodorick had failocl 
to obtain the prcKonce of Queen Indora 
at hie mamdon, he had nevertholeaH 
Buococfiod in reapoct to the young 
brother and Biator, whoHc pcrflonal beauty 
was of «o rx<Miedingly iiiteroBtjng a 
character, and who could not rhereforo 
fail to orenfe a Bonaetion. But Hir 
Frederick did not oIiooho to enter Into 
thoBc full oxplanationfl with hia wife, 
Lady AnaatftUa : ho never Bufforod her 
to perceive tho amount of palno ho took 
to render hie ontertaininonts ro brllllarit, 
attraoUve* and varlod» that thev shouhl 


oven exolto the envy of tho patrician 
guocta who mfglit lie proruint at thorn. 

At about nine ohilrndt in tho evening 
(hero waa a con tin non a line of carriage 
rolling along tho avenue of 
Kredorick’a groniula. and aetting down 
the fiiNliiuiiahly uj)j>are)[od gueato at the 
mansion, *{’ho odiflco ifiiolf svaa a 
pci’foot Ida/.n of liwlit; and all the 
arrangement fl were upon a Hoalo which 
denoted an utter diarogard for nxponao. 
Sir hVtMieriek wan indeed immenuoly 
ri(di ; and tho (nun of money which auoh 
an on(ortai(uuent an tide might coat him, 
wiui an inulpTniicaiit outlay wfion con- 
nidered in nd’erence to Ida meaiun Tho 
brilliant aalooiiH were aoon crowded with 
guealri, amonipit whom were what might 
be ter nod, Ihn ariHlocraoy of the corn- 
meicial wiu Id aa well u'l a itooHlderable 
hHtmnibjago of memlmra of the patrician 
aria toe racy itmdf. 

Lord and Lady h'ordwich worn 
jircventod by indlHpoaition from up. 
pearing at thi»i cut o tainmen t ; but 
Vinco'int itmdi brook vvaa tliorn, Tliia 
nnl>lemiui had for tho laiit few daya 
i)oim reaolvjng In Ida mind a tlioilnand 
pr t( xlf! for making another draw 
upon tho merchant’a purae ; but ho 
liad aa yet failed to hit upon any plan 
whioh might r(Mnionah!y (u'oount for 
an application following «o tdoac on 
the Inada of the former one. I^evcrtluv 
h'Hn, it wan uhuolutcly nece Hilary for the 
Vftinouid to olitaln liftoun liuriilriul or a 
thnuHaml pounda with tlm ahortOBt 
[(0 id)>lc delay ; for not being hlinaolf a 
Peer, nor even a Metuber of tlio Houbo 
of (JommonH, be wan unprotected againat 
arroat ; and bo know that there wan a 
w*irraijt out for Ida apjirehonHion on 
account of an unpaid bond wbkdi had 
ju«t lalloii duo. To be Incarcerated 
would prove Ida ruin: it would bring nil 
Ida dijllculiioH to the climax : hia oredb 
tora- moat of whom wore now kept 
quiet by prondHca, orelao wore ignorant 
that ho waa in London — would flooic 
around him like a neat of hornet a. Tho 
reader vrill therefore com probe ml that it 
waa tt matter of tho moat vital impor- 
tance for Lord UuHhhrook to procure 
wjf bout dtday tho whorowlth to Bfttlufy 
tho crcditiir who *»ougbt to plunge him 
Into prlann. 

He know full well that although 
Anafltatia wa« BU|)plied with ampio 
mofttto for all her ourrent oxpoiiaofl — and 
that tbongh aho might lot him have (as 

Indiiftd iOtA* Ka#! IrtA/ttfiMAf.K* jtIaaaVa 
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ndfod (ioihkIh— - it waa totally uhoIobb 
ask hor to fiirnltih from linr own piirflo 
a mnoh larm»r nmownt that ho iioodod. 

I (larod.not explain to liia hrothor-ln- 
(T fclio proolHO truth of the advonturo 
tU tlio falfio Liiflonr; hooaiiHO he know 
rfootly well that nob for a bIokIo 
note w<itild Hlr Frodorlok Latham put 
1th In amih ft tale— hot that on tlio 
ntrary ho would ho auro lo regard It 
the moat ahallow ftod tmpudont 
oloxt for obtaining an ndditional 
pply of money. What oourao was the 
iBoount to ftdobt ? Ho know not! ho 
Moruolly liewildorcd— ho waa misor. 
dy porploxod : ho had no heart for the 
ijoymont of tho foatlvitiofl to whioh ho 
id OOTOO i but ho had mado his appsa- 
,noo at Tudor Lodge In tho hope that 
10 ohaptor of aooldontii might ovolvo 
nno olroufflstanoo whioh lio oould poBsl* 
ly turn to hlo advantage. Thusi If, for 
iBtanoa. ho uhottld find hia brothor-in. 
kW In ft hotter mood towards him than 
BUftl— it tho gratified vanity of behold- 
itt ft grand entortaloMonb prove moat 
rllllanbly auoooaaful, ahouid open the 
cart of tho Olty raerohnnt.—or again, if 
i wero pOBalbla to jnduoo An^^tatla to 
lead on hl« behttU, devlaing aomo 
irotoxb (or tho plda Itaelf— Lord Huah- 
uoek wan dntorminod to ho ready to 
ako advantage of any uuoh favourable 

** AmonuaUhooiiuipagO" whioh tolled up 
to the ontranoo of Tudor Honee, waa the 
aarrlftRO of Queen Indore. ; and thla 
oontftlnod Ohlratlan and Ohlratlna. The 
moment they entered tho hrIlUantly 
Ifghtod aaloom, Sir Frodorlok Lvtham 
led hie wife forward to graob the tw ni 
with ft fitting woloome ; and the atn'ftblo 
Aaftetfttlft, ftlroady prodlapoaod to like 
thom» who at onoo emltton with the eon- 
vlotlon that hor eympatblos 
In ft ohftnnol which would yield oo 

(ntuco ofttt"* fo'f regret, i hero was 

lOwetWng 00 oxooodmgly lo.ofeBllttg. 
oinn puthetloftlly touohing. In the 
ftppe«rftnoe of thia brother and 
*aoh ft etrlktng elmilltade between ih'*® 
ftttd thofr pereonsl beauty wae of «o high 
Sd Inteileotuftl ftO ordot.-that It waa 
finuoMlble for ftny one who had » 
•oaeeptible of right and Pf'JP®*' jjjjg 
to he otherwleo thnn moved towftrda thia 
young pftif. Though tUeir 
iere nfttorftUy retired ftnd uoobtrualve 

•very geetttro Si 
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roHnomoiit about them wUloli would 
have led a atrangor to believe that they 
wore tho olTapring of one of the highest 
feinilioH In the land, Ghiratiari leant 
upon hor brother's arm, — her beautiful 
Bhapo Bet off by a ooBtume whioh waa 
oharaoteriKod by tasteful eloganoe ; and 
though ahe hod reoolved ooatly gifts 
from Queen Indora and from Mr. Red- 
olllTo, yet did she now wear little jowol- 
lory, not boeaune ahe herself egotistiooUy 
appreoiateod the poetioal aphorism 
whioh sayH that ‘'beauty when unador- 
no<l is adorned tho moat,” — bub beoauao 
hor taete In thia respeob was naturally 
aimpio Her raven hair flowed in heavy 
troasea upm her polished, atftiucaa 
shouldera i and aa thia was the flrat time 
she had ever made her appearnoe in ao 
large and brilliant an aaaemblago, there 
was a certain flutter In her heart, whioh 
gave tt oarnatlon hue to her beauty not 
merely interesting, but like wise brilliant 
at the moment. 

Her brother Ohrlatlan oerlamly n^ef 
appeared to greater advantage. The 
evloing ooatume whioh he wore— ‘tho 
blaok dross coat and pantaloona, with 
the anowy white walatooat— ‘set oft the 
Blonder aymmetry of hia ahapo; ana hiS 
dark hair, parted in natural ourls above 
hia high open forehead, enframed aa it 
were that eoat of tho loftiest thoughta. 

No wonder therefore that bUla beautiful 
voung oouple-for the word ftaflith/rtf la 
nob mlauaed oven In reference to the 
masoullae good looks of our young hero 
liimsolf— ahould have oreated a oonaldor. 
able aonaatlon when they entered the 
saloon. Sir Froderlok Latham preoeived 
tho effect thus produced: he saw that 
the voung pair had in ft momant become 
the oynoauJo of attrftotlon ) and though 
ho outwardly betrayed not what he f el , 
yob did ho Inwardly oongratulute himaell 
on the policy which had induced him to 
Invito OhrUtian and Uhrlablna to bis 

After Sir Frederick and L*dy Anas* 
tatift Latham had ft little 

while with Mr. and 
dancing oemmenced, Sir 
requested Obriablatt to open the bal 

wHh her ladyahlp,— thus doing owy 
thing he oould bo pub 
at hfa principal male gueat. He himai 
nmrdenord! bub Vleoount 

became OhrlstlnVs partner for the first 

^"^Thle first qua^Hlle was Just drawing 

t0 ftuloiio, 4eh Ommt fiO alW'aa 
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towards tho extroniity of tho room, aovorali 
oauglit a gliinpso of a obunteiiaiioo whioh to danoi 
brought tho warm blood up to hor oiont pr 
oheoksi but tho noxt instant that colour ing by ti 
vanished— and for a fow inoinouts sho agitatin 
^ros exooodingly piilo. This transitory |'Litt 
display of emotion on hor part howovor enoount 
pasaod unnotiord ; and the danoo being aaid; an 
over, the Viscount ooiidnnlod her to a tremiilo 
seat. He remained oonversiiig with her in aocio 
for a few minules longer ; and then, oa to diatr 
her brother rejoined her the nohtonian thought 
retired to another port of tho rcoin. Sir « Muj 
irrecioriok Latham almost iminodiately your lor 
bsmo up to diaoourse with tho twins; .'‘li’ro 
and soon did the splendid band give a proft 
potioo that the next diinoo waa obout to brother 
oommenoo. Ohrialian was introduond evident! 
to some young lady of ronk for this tho topi 
Booond quadrille : and spareoly had ho The 
quitted Ohriatina’a aide, when a well donly I 
known voloo, apooking low .arid tromii- when tti 
loualy, aaid, ''May. I have the ploaauro vlan wai 
Of Mibb Ashton's hand on the present od to 1 
oooasion?" , cation. 

All the proper pride, modoaty, and apeak 
BOlf poBBOsalou of the young lady inii. position 
mediately oame to her aid, as she rose ombarro 
from her seat and gave her hand to Lord of intiill 
Ootavian Morodlbli : for ho it was of dod whti 
whose oounteuanoo she had oaught a •< Is I 
glimpse, as ore now Btated, amidst the aonlly c 
lookera— on at the forthor extremity of I bavo 
the brilllontly lighted aoloon, A Bon*o of indllToro 
duty, hoving Bovoral phasea—duty aonrooly 
towards horaolf— duty towards this maunor 
young nob^^nan .who was tho jiuV •'inii 
band of ’anothbr— duty towarda that wilful t 
other, tho amiable 55oe, who was Ohris. ,Ohri8tin 
tina’sfriond— Inspired tho young maiden the qui 

wlthadegrbo of ilrmnoas whioti made tho youi 
hor hoort glow with aatiefootiou at tho Imply ( 
though thot she should bo enabled to resonM 
oommand It, No ohonge took plooo in oalling I 
her oounfconanoe ; her hand trembled riot iiut 
as ft rested in that of Lord Ootnvlaa naked ; 
yet /rfi hand irbm bled— and sho foil that have no 
it did BO. ITor a rbomont hor looks hod "No 
encountered hlaown when she rose from me," sh 
her seat to give him that hand : but as that yoi 
iho led hor to the piaoo wbloh they woro Again 
to take la the donoe, she looked straight danoe j 
forward, yet without having ony visible wfien It 
olr of .embarrassment or roetr&int. In a mat 
Netertheless, although to every one forbade 
, else PjirlstfUM nspfldt and bearing were she evii 
devoid of aught to create duy parlloolar .ground, 
attentlon-yet Lord Octaylttu felt us; If ." May 
hjs heart were riven with ft pong i fov to log 'agal 


several minutes after ho had invited her 
to danoo with him ; but still ho had siilh. 
oiont proaonoo of mind to avoid betray* 
ing by his lopks the feelings whioh wore 
agitating in his l)roa|>. 

I'Litllo did 1 expect tho pleasure of 
enoountoring you hero,” he prosontiy 
aaid : and again Ida voioo was low and 
tromuloiia. "I have mingled but little 
in Booipty latoly~I onmo hither to night 
to diatraot my mind ns it wore from tho 
thoughts whioh are over ogilating it*—" 
"May I inquire,” asked Ohristino, "if 
your lordship hna lately hoard——’' 

: •* From Zoo ? Yea ; and ho lioaved 
a profound aigh, ."I sue that .your 
brother is hero,” ho immodiutoly added, 
evidently for tho purpose of phangiog 
tho toplp. 

Tho olroumatonooB ,pf ihodanoeaud* 
donly intorriiptod tho disoourao, and 
when tho ilguro was ended, Lord Oota- 
vlan wan evidently too muoh otobarrasa- 
od to know how to rosumo tho epnypr. 
cation, Ohrlstltm thorofore hogaii to 
speak ou indilToront toplos; hut her 
position was growing more and more 
embarrassing and painful ; for by a ki«\d 
of intuitive knowledge she . oomprohon. 
dod what Meredith himaelt felt, 

" la it possible, Ohristina,” he prP* 
aonlly caid, in a low deep voice, "that 
I Imyo boooino nn objoot of utter 
IndlfToronoo towards you! Yon ore 
aoarooly oourtoona fowarda mp— -your 
absoliitoly ohilUng— — ” , ,« 

. "I am luoapublo of behaving yvith ,a 
wilful defloionoy of pourtosy,” replied 
, Ohristina ! but there was somothlag In 
tho quick look whioh ehe flung upon 
tho young nobleman, whioh soempd to 
i™ply.. that if sho did not absolutely 
resent, yet she ot least doprooatod Ws 
oajling her by her 0hri8tl«n,.nftm6, - 
Hut why thus oold to wards me t " ho 
naked; " why, thus freeBingl >Suioly I 
have not offended you 1" 

" No, my lord— :you have not offpoded 
me,' she answered. "Bub may Lbsg 
that you will oetso these rpproaoheS't” 
Again did the piroumiUnoes of t^e 
danoe Interrupt the Jlaopuree;!' 
w|)en It WM. .renewed, Ohristina,. talked 
In a manner whioh «s pialnly as posilhle 
forbade any reeurrenoe to that whleh 
she evidently regarded «a forbidden 
.ground...::- 

'VMpy I expect the; plPMurh oi daw* 
Ing ;ttgftln with you thie evodiogl ** he 

iMulrod in ,a ,tQttp „of ' earjOest iPP**!) 
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i bog your lordship to oxoueo mo,” 
ropliod Ohriabina : and tho rosponso was 
given with a (Irmnoss whloh again sent a 
pang through Morodith's heart. 

" Bub this is most unkind I ” he said, 
almost passionately, though in a very 
low voieo. ” At least wo are friends 1 
You do not answer ino I — and then, 
after a tnomont's pause, bo added, 

" Ohrlstina, you will derive mo to 
despair I ” 

“ Olio word, my lord I *' rejoined the 
young inaldon firmly. “ I onniiot he 
guilty of BO much ridioulous aSeotion 
us to protend to be ignorant of those 
allusions : but I bescooh your lordship 
to understand that 1 shall regard your 
oondiiot in the light pf a perseoution if 

you I*' 

Having thus spokoti, Ohriatiuit rode 
from tho Boat to whioh she had been 
Ponduotod, and prodeodod to join ' Lady 
Anastatio, who wos tiow oonvorsing 
with Christian Hind two or three others 
on the opposite side of the apartment. 
In one sotiao lb oo«t Christina' a aevSro 
pang to behave in this manner towards 
Lotd Ootavian ; hub in another aSnso 
she was rojoiood. — ^yos, absolutely ro- 
J()iocd**"heoauso she felt that she had 
doiio her duty, and there was a glowing 
approval wilhlii tho region of her own 
oonsoionoe. As for Lord Ootayian 
himself-' nothing oould exdeed :Vtho 
distress ol mind that ho oxporlenood--- 
ailhough ho had sullioiont fortitude to 
avoid the outward betrayal thereof. 
Issuing from tho saloon, ho went forth 
upon the lauding, to obtain if possible a 
loss heated atmosphere ; for his brows 
wore fevered and wore throbbing 
violently, lie passed on Into tho 
rofreshniout.roomt whore he obtained 
some cooling bovorgo i and thonoe ho 
onterod a ooDsorvatory, where he found 
hlpisolf Qompicboly alono,^ Hero he gave 
tray to hi# reflootions. 

Lady AnwiUtift Lsthsim ^as oooVSm* 
Ing with lomo ol her gasits, as alrMdy 
•tated» when a lootinao araWlog^oear 
to the' grcfupp hovered a lew to'omenM 
ebout It, In eooh a oiannef ae to Indicate 
that ho wished to apeak to hie miatrees, 

. Bho moved away from her frienl^ 5 'and 

) he eald to hep, “ PlesBO yowr dadyahip, 
there , ie that peraon^-Mr, BhadboU-^ 
• Who hea called again and pc^neatt a lew 

' Mtinukaiii' : InioWlOWi^* 


“ Did you nob toil him that Z was 
particularly engaged I “ asked Anaata- 
tia,” the colour for an instant Pushing 
to her oheeks. 

“I did, my lady,” replied the domeS' 
tie ; “ but, to tell your ladyship the 
truth, he insists—” 

“ Enough I ” interrupted Anastatia t 
and then, with regained selhpesaeBsioni 
she added, “Yea, the business is of 
importanoe. I will speak to him. 
Where la he ? ” 

“ I showed him into the breakfast 
parlour, my lady,” answered tho foot, 
man; “ for, to tell yoUr ladyship the 
truth,” added the man, with an air of 
ooDoern, “ he Is the worse for liquor — 
and 1 searoely dared vootuPe to bring 
his message to your ladyship.” 

Anastatia moved hastily away: she 
felt humiliated in the presence of her 
servant. I'bere wa# spriaething dc* 
grading in the idea that she should ho 
asked for by a person who came in a 
state of intoxioalion, and that she 
should not dare bid the domeatlo turn 
him away from the bouse. She was 
oonsIdePably agitoted- though out- 
wardly this exoiteihent was soaroely 
visible to the opowd of guests amongst 
whom she passed on hep way towards 
the door of the boll-room. She Issued 
forth—dosoended the stoirs—and pro- 
ceeded to the breakfast- parlour. 

Now, it happened thot Sj^jjT^federiok 
Latham was standing, at a jlttle dic- 
tanoo from the spot where that rapid 
conversation had taken place between 
Anastatia and the domestlQ. He had 
seen the servant hover about the group 
in order to gain speech with Anastatia ; 
and be had marked that glow whlph 
had crimsoned hep oountenanoe. He 
naturally oonoluded that something 
wrong had ooourred in the household 
arrangements, ‘ and that sejee^klBB 
might suddenly Jhave; keen dlsooveped 
to be defective with referenooito the 
splendid supper wbioh' was to be , spread 
In the banqueting-room. ; He thepefope 
beokoned the foottpsn forth upop^ tbe 
landing; and he said,” WPat has 
oootttted to annoy her ladyship i”; ,. 

Eor an instattt the man looked 'ooh- 
fusedi and sSemed as if he would rather 
, nob have been questioned:!- but as .-at /a 
sooond glanoe towards his matters 
oountenanoe, he caught the gasS^of the 
.merohaat's cold blue eyes flx^steav 

Iwtly wd 'IP’** 
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8tani*ii«red oiifi “It' is notbltig parti- 
oolari elr— only a poraon who has 

called on aome little btisineaa “ 

'* Galled on buaineea at eiioli nn hour 
and on auoh an oooaBion I “ aaid the 
morohant. "Who is thia person 1 ’’ 

«* The aanio, air.” was the footmnn'o 
reaponae, “who onllod the other dayi 
when you quoationed me—-—’’ 

*' Ah 1 the poraon who save the name 
of Shadboltr’ anid Hir Frodoriok | and 
though hia oountonanoo oontinuod 
ooldly Impaaalvf, yet waa hia mind 
inwardly troubled ; for ho had not 
forgotten the confualon ahowu by hia 
wife immediately after that former visit 
of Shadbolt’a, and which indeed had led 
him to question the footman aa to who 
the individual waa. “ And on what plea 
did thia peraon aolloit an Interview at 
8Uob an hour ? “ he aakedi 
Again the domeatle looked oonfuaod : 
ogalh did he tncot the oold steady 
Boarolung gaze of hia master : and 
thinking he hod better tell whataoovnr 
bo know, ho said, “Unformed tide Mr. 
Shadbolt that there was a largo party at 
the house, and that her ladyship waa 
partioularly engaged ; but he inalatod 

upon seeing her ladyship and in 

short, Sir, ho said it waa aoinothing 
about a debt for wbloh ho bad to claim 
payment." 

Now did all the proud blood of the 
Olty morohant ruah to hie oheoke : hia 
lips quivered— hia eyes glistened— -ho 
even made a gesture of rage} and for 
thftt one luatant he betroyod more 
einotlon in the presenoo of h's domeatle 
then he bad over before done. Hut In 
linother instant it had passed ; and In a 
voloe thsit was porfebtly oold and Arm, 
he said, “Do you know to whom Ibis 
debt is dhe, or what is its amounti ’’ 

•' No, sir," replied the footmon, “ Mr. 

Ibolt said nothing upon those 
points; and it appeared to mo that 
when he did let drop something about 
a dtbt which bo had to claim, It slipped 
out tuadvertently^beoauie, sir, to tell 
you the truth, the man li the worae for 
IWuW," 

'Agalh did the blood rush to the 
metohaiit’a oouhtenanbe ; he too felt 
bumtllated; oi his wife bad ere now 
dObOt that Buoh a thing should booome 
known to the meniaji of the bourn* 
bold ^ but Again quickly recovering 
faimielf, be said, '• Thte must be some 
tniitake i It Is impioMible her ledyeblp 
i»py wftey. 8owevn:i ybii 


will do well to keep your own oonnaoj 
upon tbo point: ’’—and Sir i'Vedoriok 
plaocd o ooupio of guineaa in the aor- 
vunt'a hand. 

The man bowed, and woa about to 
retire, when his master laid, “Qo and 
toll your tnlatreHB that I wish to apeak 
to her for a moment in my private 
room ; and lob this Shadbolt wait until 
after I have Ibua spoken to her lady- 
anip.’’ 

Wo miiat now return to Anaatatia 
horaolf. She had repaired to the 
brcakfaat-parlour, whore Mr. Shad- 
bolt awaited her prononeo, He had 
partaken somewhat ooploiialy of wine 
— ond Imply of aphits likewise, after 
his dinnner ; and though very far from 
being oomplotoly Intoxioatoii, ho waa 
nevertholoaa oonaidonihly elevated. Ho 
rose from hia seat aa Lady Anastatia, 
in her elegant ball-room apparel, made 
her appearance : but ho had tho air 
of one who was doggedly roaoliito in 
carrying out the point he had in view. 

“ What moano thia Intruaion at auoh 
an hour and on auoh an oeouaion I ’’ ask- 
ed Anaatatia, with mingled indignation 
and trepidation, 

“ Why. your ladyship did not keep 
your word.” rospondod Shadbolt ; “and 
therefore I thought them waa no noooa- 
sity to stuud on nlooblea In this little 
matter.'' 

“ I will oommunloato with Madame 
Augollquo to morrow,” replied Anns- 
tiiUa, with glowing obooka “ 1 oould 
not do 80 before. “ 

“ Bub your ladyship may forget when 
to-raorrow ootnoa, a« you have done for 
the last few days — and thoroforo,’’ 
added Hliadholt rosolutoly, “ wo had 
bettor aettlo tho husinoas ofjf haiid.” 

•'The demand la a mistake," she re* 
sponded "end 1 can easily satisfy 
Madame Angellque that it Is so." 

" And Madame Angellque says ovef 
And over again that it is ho mistake 
whatsoever, • Oottie, my lAdy-«-you 
had bettor poy the money at ouoo, and 
avoid all uopleaiantness. To he plain 
With you, Madame Angellque Is deter- 
mind to have It-, and her reiolntton Is 
reprcBODted in , your ladyship’s humble 
servant, honest Ike Shadbolt" 

It was now for the first 'time that a 
iusplolan of Intended extortion flashed 
to the mind of Lady Anaatatia Latham, 
'fhe blood ran oold to her heart-'-'the 
latUQt it omireod lM|t 
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In its ortmoou ohannok. She know not 
how to treat the matter whether to repel 
tho demand with indignation, or to 
Bubrnit to it and prorniae the money for 
tho morrow. At that inatant tho door 
opened : and tho footman entering, aaidi 
you plonflo, my lady, Sir hVedoriok 
wiahoo to speak to you a moment in his 
Btndy.'^ 

Anastaila was for an instant smliton 
aa if by dismay at this announooment ; 
and she was on the point of asking tho 
domestio some qiioation, when ho said, 
**And porhapa, my lady, Mr, Shadbolt 
had bettor remain until your ladyship 
QomoH back to 

Without a word Anaatatia Issued from 
the room : but when in tho hall she put 
to tho footman tho question to which 
she had a few Instants back been on the 
jjoint of giving utterance. 

What does Sir Frederick what mo 
for V" flho asked, as if with an nir of 
Irulifiorcnoo, 

*♦ Sir Frederick questioned me, my 
lady.’* responded tho footman: ‘‘and to 
tell your ladyship tho truth, I was 
oompolled to inform him that Mr. Shad- 
bolt had oullo 1 for payment of some 
little debt — 

i» t — (bon Mr. Shadbolt himself 
muH’ have spoken to you ?** said Anas- 
tatia : and it was with tho utmost 
difllcolty she oould maintain an air of 
oompOHUro, 

*Mle only ioUl mo that much, inv lady 
wac tho laoquey’a roepoiiee. I oould 
not htdp answering Sir L^’rodorlok ’* 

‘‘Oortairdy not'** Interieoted Anas- 
tatia, with an air of digiiifled eolf- 
poBBCfision, ** It watt your duty 

Laily Anastatia Litham then procee- 
ded direct to her husband’s studyi with 
tho determination, U noodod of 
making a certain oonfesalon: but it was 
with a senHO of dismay that she 
adopted tho rcaolvo. She ontorod tho 
Btiuiy— where sho found her husband 
floated at tho desk, and reading a letter 
with his wonted demeanour of imper- 
turbable oalnancBS- 

*»My dear Anastatla/* he saW rWng 
from his eeat and advancing towards 
her, ‘Mt has perhaps been a llttlo over- 
sight on rny part that I have not 
oocaBioimlly given you the key of this 
safe In order that you may replemsh 
your purao without the neoeftsity of 
applying dtreot to me. Hate U the key j 
fbti oatt rtatore It to me presently* And 


now, my dear Anastatia, delay not in 
returning amongst your guests,** 

Having thus spoken, with an unusual 
appoaranoo and kindness Sir Frederlok 
at once issued from the room The 
whole proceeding wns so completely 
different from what Anaatatia had 
expotited, that she was rendered abso- 
lutely speeohles.4, and oould not evon 
murmur a syllable of acknowledgment 
for her husband’s generosity. When 
tho door oYosed behind him, and she 
found herself abne, tears began trick- 
ling down her cheeks. She compre- 
hended it alt, 

Yes, she said within herself, “he 
Buspeots that I am in debt— that I have 
boon oxtravagont — that I have conceal- 
ed my ombarrassmenta from him; and 
ho adopts this nobly generous course for 
a twofold ronsoo. Ho affords me the 
opportunity of acquitting myself of my 
Bupposed liabnities ; and at the same 
time ho conveys a reproof for the 
mingled extravagance and disBimulation 
of which be deems me guilty, Ob, it is 
painful to bo thus wrongly judged I-— 
but on th^ other hand, infinite ia the 
relief whioh I experience at not being 
oompolled to confess everything! I 
understand him well. Ho will apeak no 
more upon the subject: ho will not ask 
me who are my supposed creditors ; he 
doubtlcBB thinkB wiihin himeelf that, 
touohcd by bis generosity and goodneas, 

I shall abstain from extravoganee for 
tho future And I who have not been 
extravagant at all *--^1 who have even 
boon enabled to aflsist iny brother from 
the liberal sums which my husband has 
placed at my disposal I 
To this effect were the thoughts 
whioh swept rapidly through the mind 
of Lady Anaotatia Latham J and drying 
her tearfl, she haatenod to open the safe* 
But she paused ere ebe took forth the 
oash-bookB : she made a strong effort to 
conjure up her moral courage; and she 
said to horsolf, “ What if I were now to 
defy these extortioners ? ** 

But the moral courage came nofi in 
Buffioiont force to nerve her to that ex- 
tent, She dreaded an explosion of 
ShttdbolFs brutal rage ; he might create 
a Boone whioh wonld be fraught with a 
terriflo exposure at a moment when the 
mansion was crowded with guests. She 
felt her own weakness; and with a 
profound sigh she drew forth the oaeh- 
box. There was a quantity of gold 
one Bide*— a layer of bank-not^^" 
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othor, Sho took forth flufflolont for 
the liquidation of Madamo Angolique’o 
oj^tortionato deoiaod ; and roatorinK 
the oaah.box to its plaooi aho looked 
tlio maeaivo door of tho oafoi — thruet- 
ing tho key into the boaora of hor 
dreaa. 

Lady Anaatatia then returned to 
Mr. Shadbolt: and with dignified de- 
meanour* she enid, “ llomembori I 
totally deny tho olalin which io mode 
upon mo: but I do not wiah to havoony 
dlapiite for eiioh n aum. Here therefore 
ia the oinount. Of oourao you are 
provided with a receipt ? ” 

“Here it ia, my lady,” anaworod 
Shadbplt, infinitely rejoiood at the auo- 
oeaa of hia vijlanous aohome : and at tho 
aamo time ho drew forth tho receipt 
from hia pookot, 

Anaatatia examined itj and per- 
oelving that it waa an aequlttaneo in full 
of. all detnonda, signed with tho ox- 
infllinor a own nomo, aho waa aatiafled 
Shadbolt took Ida departure with the 
money in hie pocket ; and Annatalia 
returned to the ball room. It happened 
that at tho moment of her ontranoo Sir 
Fredoriok wae paeaing near that door; 
ahe. flung upon him a look full ot 
gratitude, ~at tho aamo time laying hor 
hand gently upon hia arm, and aaying, 

*' You have thia night done aomothing. 
which I can never, never forget I Here 
ia the key of the aafe : " — and ho raiaod 
her hand to hor boeom to take ft thenoo. 

'< Not another ayllablo upon tho aub* 
jeot, Anaatatia! '* roaponded the mer- 
ohant: "ond as for the key, keep It 
until to-morrow. Wo almll bo ob- 
served I ” 

He at ouoo walked away to onother 
part of the room j while Anaatatia— who 
wga deeply aflootod, though aho out., 
wafdly betrayed it not—ropalrod to a 
seat; at a diatance, 

Neither the morohant nor herself had 
notioed that brother, Vieoouut Unab. 
brook* had boon otoao by at the instant 
this exohange of a few words took 
place I and we may odd that bfa quick 
ear had caught theae few ayllables whioh 
related’to the key of the oofo. 


chapter oxxiii. 

TJrn .SAFH AND TItl.] f)A.UI{-Jl(JX. 

Anahta'iua repaired, as wo Imvo aald, 
to n Boat nt the farther oxtromlty of the 
room : and her brother tho Viscount, 
after roflooting fi>r a few motnonts, 
lounged round the apartment in order to 
join her there. Ho wae revolving in hia 
irilnd how to break to hia aiater tho 
pnrtioiilar anbjoot of hia difiloultloH, 
when Chrifltian and Christina approaeli- 
od. Anaatatiaa oonntonanoo iramodi- 
afoly brightened up ; and aho apoko to 
tho twine with as mnoh' aordiality aa if 
they wore longatanding frionda inatoad 
of the more arqnaintanooa of tliia parti- 
oular ovonina Tho Viaoount j<i|nod In 
tho diaooiirao na a proloxt for keeping 
near hia dieter : hut ho wialiod in hia 
heart that Ohrlutlan and Christina would 
move away to nno’hor part of tho room. 
It happeiied that wli.le Anaatatia was 
thiio talking abo moohatiioally arr'ingnd 
tho body of her droaa— or rather tho face 
whioh trimmed It; and tho little koy 
fell from her hoaom. It alighted on tho 
flowing akirt of hor uppiuol, and thiia 
did not fall at onoo upon tho floor, 
whonoo the oarpot had l>ooa taken up 
for tho sake of tho danoera. Tho 
Viaoount who waa lounging against a 
table behind hia Biutor'a ohair* uotlooj 
that tho key thus foil; tho inoldnut waa, 
however unporoolved by Ijady Anaatatia 
aa well as by, tho twins., Por » few 
minulos Lord Huahhrook sutTered tho 
koy to remain where it waa, in order to 
oaoortnin whether his aistor would 
Immediately miss it; but finding that 
aho did not, ho dropped his handkorohjof 
OH II quite aooldontally. Piokliig it up 
again, bo took up the key with it; for 
bo hod Ro managed tho fall of the 
korohlof that it alighted immediately 
over the key itaelf, 

Another dance was now about to 
oqmmonoe. Lady Anaatatia, rising 
from her seat* hastened to ItUroduoe 
Obrlatian to a partner; while some 
young solon of tho arlitooraoy engaged 
Christina’s hand for that quadrille, 
Lord Rushbrook was now at liberty, to 
aotaooording to the evil promptings 
of: his own unprinoipled mind- Ho felt 
tolerably welt assurod that bo possessed 
the key, of the safe. In the first plaoe* 
he thought. that, ho reoollooted it,, as 
it was a key, of peoojiar i construoi 
tisn;, (|4»d the sjtpond j^SiO#^ 
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^or()a whioli ho liud ovortuMird hiti 
fetor Imotily whlopor to hor hurihiitui, 
fcroni/thriMMi tho lioliof that ho hoh) in 
iIh poHHOHHi'on ilio iiKMino of ioip[>lyin|^ 
lia nnooHoitioH. Ah for ouinpniioiicjn, ho 
lod noon : hie only thouj^ht now wan 
low to iMjhiovo hirt nhjiojb without boiof^ 
il)HPrvn<l or intorrufitml. 
llo Hauntnrotl throiwh tlio rooina with 
faHliioouhIo lomif^ing air ha pmauid out 
pnn tho latulinjj( ; atid watoliiiM^ a 
iivtitjnihlo opportunity, lio i/lidad down 
ho Hlaira. On roaohiii^ tho hall, add- 
out aj^ain HorvtMi Ida diHrppiibal)lo 
urpoHO ; for ft happnned that none of 
ho dormmtioH svofO within viow at tl o 
loinont In Iowa than a rninuto tho 
^iBoount WHH in Ida brotluw hi-law'a 
tudy, whero tho h'^ht bad hoen loft 
urning aftor *' )ia«liitia’H hrlof iutorv fw 
dth hor h unhand thora. To open tho 
kfo atul tako out tho cash box was now 
ho work of an inatfUit. A haaty ^lanoo 
t tho uontoulH of tho box ahovvod tho 
dooounfc that thoy must oonaiat of at 
niBfc llhoon or aixtocn huiulred pnunda, 
nd he seoured ovory golden ooin and 
very bank-nolo about hla own poruon. 

On (doidiig tho «afo — to whioh ho of 
ouran roturnod tho oaahd>ox— ho hap- 
onad to glauoo tow rdu the window, 
ho blind of whioh wan not pulled down ; 
nd at that very wamo uiomont it etriiok 
ho nohloinan that a human oounte- 
lanOG was wiilulravviu — a human 
onnlonatioo whiolk had avidontly htujn 
ookiug upiJU him, and whioh had ohj^or- 

'od tid^, act* of robhi ry' oiulotn intloed 

t wero a doluHion -a phant<un ooujured 
ip by his own gidhy uouhoomujo at tho 
nstant Huahnrook felt tbu blooil oongeal 
nto ICO in liia vonia ; ho o luld mit have 
)Oon more dlflmn.ycd of his UroihoMU law 
md HUfldonly made Ida appeiiraiion— or 
f a polioO‘»cunH table had that moimmt 
daoed a hand upon ni« idunddisr l‘or 
ievoral Inatanta he Htoral aoniphdoly 
ifansOxed ; and then ho ruahod to the 
rt'indow. It waw a mooullglib night: tho 
window looked upon a grass plat at tho 
lido of the house : no human being waa 
bo bo Been— -no gliding figure amongHt 
bbotreoit. Still there was ample time 
luring the Viaeoant’s uonsternatinn for 
any Individual tn disappear roun l the 
angle of the budding ; and Unm beouiHe 
he iiaw no one he dared not oonie to the 
oonotusiOD that no one had looked into 

the study* * ' 

Koshbrook was Irresolute bow to aot. 

HkjtMM b* ratnro the QOteS &Q(l gold tO 


I ho nash box and drop the key floino** 
where 1 nr should ho keop his plunder 
and niu ovory riak ? J>udenoe HUggestod 
the former oourao— hia dire nGeesBibios 
eomnuuidod tho laltor ; ho that at length 
with that r6oki600iH3flH, half flippant, half 
desperate, whioh oharaotcrisi^B nnaoru*- 
puloim iudividualo in certain oiroumatan- 
eoH — ho Ha id to himself, " Well, at all 
riflItH 1 will keep tho money T* 

llofltolo forth unporoeivod from the 
Htudy, and rea«oeiuled to the ball room* 

I here, still unobaorved, ho dropod tho 
key near the very chair in whioh 
Anaatatia had boon floated when it glided 
down from the boaom of her dresB, He 
eontinuod to loung‘d about tho rooms: 
but there was a preBonlimont of evil 
floating in his mind : the poBseDflion of 
the money did not eon tribute to hia 
happinoflfl, nor relievo him from the 
approlieusion that the mode in whioh it 
hud oomo into hia hands might ho dia- 
oovered, Aa for tho oountonanoo itself, 
ho had no definite idea of it: he had ho 
Goonor caught a gllmpao of it than it was 
gone : as soon aB eoon, it vauiahed. Yet 
that ho had really beheld that oounteri- 
anoe, he could not ooneoal from himself : 
he dared not flatter hio mind that it was 
a mear deluaion, 

Oiiristina danood tho quadrille with 
t!\o young eoion of tho aristocracy , and 
when it was over she was oonduotod 
bHcU to a float. Scarcely had her late 
partner quitted lu'r aide, than Lord 
Ootaviau Meredith rfjoined her. HO’ 
lutdeed palu : Imtidill there wan a oortaih ' 
expr(‘Mrtion of deciftivem-HB in hlfl regarda 
afiH on Ilia lips which immediately 
eiru k Chrifltina— ♦nr an imitunb even 
alarming her; for ho had on this niglib 
rcpmited that which ho had fluid to her 
ht.for^j^niunoly, that nho would drive 
him to dmipalr. 

“ Will you favour me with a few ■ 
minutcB* ounvoroatton Romowhere?^* he 
uBked, in a vuioo which though low, 
fluunded wtrauve and even unnatural, as 
if the flpeaker were under tha influence 
of feelings tenfloly wrung— pflinfully 

wrought up, . * 14 

** For what purpose, my lord ? afikert 
nur young heroine: an i there was ft 
tremiileusnofis in her own voioo. 

• ^ob to repeat anything which you 
may not hoar/* ho quickly reoponded. 

•* My mind is made up I Tho rcHohi- 
tion I have adopted will. I know, afford 
you HatiHlftotion* ’♦•-'"he pauflcd, and added 
perhaps pleasure I’V ' ' 
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Ohriafcinft heflitutod for an inofcanfc ; 
and thon— aelf-roliant, oonaciona that 
she had the power to perform her duty 
ae she had already performed it an hour 
and a half back on this same ovonirif'-*- 
ahe aaidi “ Yes, my lord— I will grant 
you a few minutes privato eonvorflabloui 
if you know whore wo oan havo it/* 

Sho took hifl arm ; and ho onid not 
another word as ho lod hor forth from 
the ball-rnom to the rofroahmout-roorn 
where aevcral other ladioa and gentle- 
man wore naeombled ; and two or throe 
wore at the time returning from tlu> 
oonservatory, whioh opened from that 
apartment. Into thia oonservatory 
Meredith lod Chriatlna r and we Hhould 
observe that it was lighted with lamps 
‘—for it had been thrown open in order 
that the guoato might admire tho ohoioo 
exotics, tlio fruit trees, and tho ftowor, 
whioh from tropical ollmoa had been 
ti'aneforrod thither. 

Ootavian and Christina wore now 
alone together in tlio oonsorvatory ; and 
tho young maiden, gently dinongaglng 
her hand from lior oompiuiion’s arm, 
glanced for a moment at his oountonanoo, 
as inuoh ao to inqtilro for what purpose 
flho had boon brought hither and whut 
ho had to eommuiuuato. 

** Christina/* ho said, I havo profited 
by your own noble exiunplo. I will not 
tell you how rnuoh I love you— booauso 
•^booanao— I havo promiaod that noth- 
ing now shall flow from my lips to 
whioh you may not listen* Just now I 
felt aa if there woro despair in my heart I 
I oamo hither-— I roflootod by mysolf — 
I oomprohondod you— I know why you 
aeomed oold to me lit was your duty 
whioh you wore performing* Ah I and 
you havo awakened mo to a sonoo of 
mine I yeal my roaolvo is taken ; every 
saorifioe shall bo made for her who Inn 
rnadO) and Is Blill making, suoh tmmenso 
saorlfloo for mo I will not bo ouidouo in 
generosity— in magnanimity. Ohrlabina/' 
he adddd| in a voloo which was tremu- 
lous, aed so low as to be soaroely 
aadibl<^i t leave England to morrow 
-—I set out to rejoin Zoo t ** 

**Lord Ootavian/* replied Christina 
soaroely able to keep back tho iear^ 
which ineffable omotlotifl sent up to tho 
Very brimo of hrr eyelids— ** you are 
performing the noblest part— you are 
taking the most generous: course which 
ybu could possibly adopt — ^aud heaven 
will btesa you I ** 


** Alas I Ohiistiua, ** said Morodith, in 
a low deep voioe, ua before, happiuoas 
and duty do not always go hand in 
luuui I *' 

Yea— you will bo happy, Lord 
Ootiivian ! replied Christina, impres. 
oivoly ; hoeause your oonseionoo will 
toll you that you aro acting rightly-^, 
and hoeauoo heaven , whieli over auo- 
oourH good intentions, will give you 
strength to perform your duties thus I 
You will go fo tho amiable Zoo— you 
will rejoin her— you know how deeply 
and fondly aho loves you——** 

“ Knough, Christina I ** iniorruptod 
Ootavian, now with a gust of vohomenoo ; 
*' speak not thus, or you will detor mo 
from rny purpeso I 

** Hoven forbid T* oried tho young 
maiden, omphatieally, My lord in 
ZooVi name I thank you for this noblo 
resolve that you havo adopted. And 
now let US lutlro honee.** 

**Whutl not another word before wo 
separate, Christina ? ’* said Ootavian, 
again speaking passionatedy : ♦* no word 

of hope - no word of promise *** 

'* My lord, ** sho interrupted him— and 
it was now with a eertala friondlinoHtt of 
manner, blending with true maidenly 
dignity.— '* you havo rosolvod upon a 
good (leod:yoti aro at length doing an 
act of justice : for hoavon's sake mar it 
not by any weakness or folly now I Lot 
us at orioo retire, my lord — -And tf 
you need one word— lot me bid you loat 
aHBurod that you shall havo my prayers 
for the welfare and tho happiness of 
yourself and yourarniahlo wife I ** 

*' Christina, you are an angel I ** 
OKolaimcd Meredith: ''you inspire me 
with courage to do my duty I And 
bolivo mo it ahall ho porforinod I ** 
Without unothor word, Imrd Ootavian 
gave Ids arm to Ohrlstina. and lod her 
forth form tho conservatory* She 
gtanood furtively at his oountonanoo, 
and peroolved that it now bad a aortftln 
flush upon It— ft oortftln animation, as If 
arising from tho heart's satlsfaotlon at a 
strongly adopted resolvo to perform » 
eaored, solemn duty, Obrlstlna bomelf 
was not unhappy: no »ho was . happy r 
(or perhaps stronger still in her mind 
was tho floneo of duty ; and tho self* 
martyrising heart, when truly pure 
and virtuous, oxporlonoes a bliss in 
Its own saoriflees* They returned ^ 
to the hftlhroom | and there ootavlart 
immediately quitted Ohrlstlnaji side. 

Etmdlint«iriim Ua** hfnihftr h^ iihaok 
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tho youth warmly by the baud, 
»iid hold him in diflooureo for u 
fpw miriiiloH, — >ho hiinoolf now oonvora* 
ing with a miuily oulmnoHH and solf- 
poHBoiiHion, (Jluiatimi Hubsoquoiifcly 
oxplainnd to hor brother ovorything 
that liiid ))nHHod. 

Moanwhilo Lady Aunatatia Latliam, 
LothiukiM|i; horaolf of tho koy of tho 
safo, dutorrniiiod to plaoo it in aomo 
dmwor or aoonro nook until aho ehoiild 
Imvo an opportunity of roatorin/? it to 
lior huaband. Hlio folt for it in hor 
druaa ; but it waa qono« .(.'’or a few luo- 
monta aho waa fri^htonod : aho thought 
dio muat have loft it in tho look of tho 
mfo; thon aho rornomhorod that aho folt 
t in hor boaom when about to give it 
Jttok to Hir Frocloriok j and next aho 
ooallod to mind tho oiroumatanooa thot 
lio hiid (irrangnd tho hioo upon tho 
oraago of hor droaa when aoatod at tho 
jxtromity of tho room. Thither aho 
ropairod i and aho found it lying upon 
tho quaintly olialkod floor, oloao by tliat 
ohnir in wldoh aho had aat, Slio now 
placed tho koy in ono of tho mantel- 
ornamriila,-™littlo aiiapoiiting howovor 
for \v), ,r, pnrpoBo it had sorvod during 
tho initsrviil that it waa loat from hor 
poaaoaiiion. 

At oiH> o'flioolc in tho morning tho 
Buppor-roomiiwero thrown open ; and 
a aplondid hiiiKjuot waa nivon, VVo 
howovor paaa ovor all dotaila of tho 
foativo Booiio, innamnoli aa thurowitit 
no inoidont ia oonnootod ro((niring 
apouial montion in tho pagoa of our tnlo. 
Danoiiig waa roaumod uftor auppor : hut 
anvoral of tho giioata hogan to tuko thoir 
doimrluro. h'oromoat among thorn woro 
Ohriatiaii and Ohriallna, Wo ahould 
ohaorvo timt Lord Ootavian Morodih did 
not mnko hia appuaranoo at all in tho 
auppor-rootii ; and amidat auoh a numhor 
of guoatH hia abaonoo waa not noliood by 
Sir Frodoriok ami Lady Anaetatia 
Latham. Yot lio had not quittod tho 
tuimaion : ho iiad no heart for tho 
foativity — Inrt ho atiil lingorod at Tudor 
Hnuao in ordor to broatho ono last faro- 
Woll iu Ohriatiaa'a oar. Ho saizod thia 
oppoitunity Juat boforo hoc doparturo 
Willi her brotUor. 

“ God boas you, Christina I ” ho said, 
taking hor hand and for a moment 
prosaiog it fervidly. 

The /look that he flung was full of 
unuttorablo emotions; and for an in- 
stant— but only for an instant— her own 
courage seemed to be giving way within 


her. But tbo next momont it was 
rogamod; and aho hoatily whiaporod, 
"Komombor. my lord, it is in your 
powor to aohiovo Zoo's happiness for the 
romamdor of tho timo that God may 
permit her to dwell upon thia oarth.” 


Ohriablna thon quickly turned away: 
and taking hor brother'a orm, proceeded 
with him to the carriage; for their 
adioux had already been paid to Sir 
I’rodoriok ond Lady Anastatia. 

Wo Imvo aaid that several of tho 
gnosta took their departure about the 
aiimo timo, inimodiateiy after supper. 
Araongat thoao was Viaoount Buah- 
brook: for, contrary to hia uaual habit 
ho remained not to take hia All of the 
dolioioua wines whioh wore placed upon 
the board In spite of hia mingled 
flippancy ond reokleesnesa, he felt 
nnonsy : that ooiintonanoo haunted him 
—yot dimly, vaguely, and impolpably ; 
for, as wo have already aaid, ho had not 
fho slightest idea of tho mdiyidual’s 
foatnros— no definite notion of the 
liiioamonts of that face. 


It was Queen Indora's carriage which 
had brought Ohriatian and Ohriatlna to 
Tudor Houbo ; and wo must here observe 
tlmt tho groom happening to be ill, the 
ooaohmnu only waa in aOtendonoo upon 
tho oquipago. It waa tho first carriage 
to isauo from tho grounds of 'Tudor 
liouao; and while it was prooeedlng 
along, Ohriatina waa relating to W 
brother ovory thing that had passed 
botweou liorsolf and Lord Ootavian 
Merodih. All of a sodden tho oarriage 
atoppod ; and tho coachman ahoutod 
out, “Now then, my man, what is i 
that you want ? '' 


A rough voice, speaking what t 
poarod to bo broken JUngliab, imptoi 
that whoever might be inside 
carriage would givo alms to an un- 
fortiiuato Laaoar sailor. Tho ooaohman 


gave wont to an ojaoulation of Im* 
patience, and was on tho very point of 
urging tho horses on again,— whop 
Christian, putting bis head out of the 
window, ordered him to atop a few 
moments longer while he oomplled with 
tho mondioant'a request, At the same 
timo tho false Laaoar himself oame up to 
tho oarriage; and ooolly opening the 
door, began thanking the young gentle- 
man for his liberality. Ohriatian, 
sotting down the fellow’s presumption 
to the nooount of hia ignoranoe, drew 
iorlh his purse; and the ohink of gold 
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oaught Uu) LiiHOftv’a oar. Id tho twink- 
ling of HU Hyo ho Biiatohed tho purno 
fiom Olirintian^i liond, and d nr ted away 
with tho apeod of lightning* Inopirod 
with indigTHition at this feat» us audnoi' 
OU0 at it wafl villanoufli ChriHtian sprang 
from the carriagOj and ruehod after tho 
{nine Lasonr, 

It was in a very lonoly part of tho 
road that this Mioldont ooourred; a»ui 
the road itaoU was too narrow jnsb at 
that spot for tho equipage it«eU to bo 
turned round in piirauit, Tho roador 
will undoratand that tho daring rohl:er 
had mihI orl away in the direction from 
which tho carriage had come; and 
thoToforo towards Ti dor Houno* Chrifl- 
tina aoroiimod as her brother sprang 
forth : but ho was too indignant to think 
at the moment of her alarm» and too 
oourageous to onro for tho danger which 
he might have to rnoountcr. He (lew 
as if on the winga of Ihn wind in puranit 
of tho Lafioar, wliom ho overlook ut a 
dintanco of aliouta hundred yards from 
the flocne of tho robbery, Tho follow 
turned roiind to face hia pursuer, at 
whom ho aimed a desporato blow with a 
largo bludgeon which ho carried; but 
Christian, nimitly evading It, at once 
grasped tho bludgeon ana oloBod with 
the plunderer. So well directed and so 
irrcBiotiblo was this attack, that tho 
falBo Lascar was thrown down; ami 
Christian, wrotching tho bludgeon from 
his hands^ hurled it to a diatanoo over 
one of tho high liodgcs that akirtod tho 
toad. The prostrate robber endeavoured 
to gripe our young hero by the throat: 
but Christian not moroly proteoted 
himflelf bravely, bub iJkowiflC over- 
powered tho Laecar oflGobmilly, At 
that moment the Bounds of an advancing 
equipage wore hoard; another dosperato 
ftttompbof tho Lascar to free himflelf 
was defeated ; and finding himfiolf foiled 
and poworloafl, ho said, In unmistokahto 
vulgar English, ^'Oorao, young foUor. 
take your purso back again, and lot mo 


in disgiiiflo. Ills npocoli has Juab betray* 
ed 

Ah 1 is it you?'* oxolaimud Rush* 
brook, nt)w roongnising Oiiristlan. By 
hoavon I this is a bold feat wliioh you 
have ovidonbly i»crformnd I Hero— 
lob mo fusion a liold upon tho villain 
likowisc.’' 

HijHhbmok, allhouuh naturally a 
coward, was now bravo enough when 
ho saw that the work was already d(»nu 
for him ; and he took a firm ii^rasp of tlm 
Barker s garinotits : for wn need scarcely 
inform tlie reader that ho wau tho 
individual of whom wo arc speaking, 
Ohriotian likewise kept hold of him ; and 
they aflo him got upon hie feet. 

‘’Well. I say." gr(»wtod the Burkor, 
'* this is a pretty plidth^ for an honest 
chap like nn^ to be placed In. Uni blow 
me) if this mretinu isti’t a qinmr one 1 " 
— iben turning lo llUshbrook, bo added, 
as bo lo()ke<i ium very hard in tho face, 

What about that thero cafe and the 
kesh liox ? " 

ddie Vis'.’onnt a hamlH suddenly quitted 
their liohl nport tho Burkor'H garmouis. 
ns if thnse haufia were paralysod ; and ho 
atugaored back a pme or twu» At tho 
Bivae imtant. by nuo doBporato jerk, 
Barnny ndeasod himsoK from tho hold 
which <MtriHtian Ashton had upon him; 
and in the twinkling of an oyo ho had 
darted right thrt)uuh ttn^ hndgo with tbo 
force of a can uom ball. Our hero flow 
after him' dmt stopped short at the 
Irndge; bu' it was a barrier wbl(jb bo did 
not ciiooHc to iiUempt tln> biirBilng 
tbrotigb after the same fashion as tho 
opc iped rold)er. 

" VVliat did iio moan, my lord?** 
domatideil (Christian, somewhat In- 
dignantly, and wiihstlll greater uatonifth- 
ment, a^ lie turned towards tho 
nulilmnain 

'• I ean*t for tlio life of mo under- 
atand,** replied Ruflhbrook. *' It wai 
a Buddon puln whioU seized upon mo 


gu* 

But Oluintiaii kept him down until ' It is oxooBnivoly provoking,” orlod 
the eqiiipngo oaino up to tho apot ; nnd our young horo, ♦' uftor tho trouble I 
It proved to bo tho dnahing phaeton took and tho rlak I inourrod, But ho 
belonging to Lord litishbrook. anid aomothing about a aafo and oaab* 

"By hoavon I tho Boooudrol Laaoar bookt" 
who robbed me tho other night I” "Did hoi" iiiquirod Ruabhrook, 
ejaculated tho Viaeouiifc, giving tho roina " VV'dl. I dni not hoar ium~-or at least 
to hia groom, and Bpringing into tho did not underatand. It was a audden 
road. Binknoaa—n diarinoBa that aeieed opoa 

"He ia no LoHoar, my lord" aaid mo— aomothing at aupper which dia* 
Ghi!8Uan,~^**but an Boglleh Boottudtel agreed with mo—— " 



THU MYSTERIES 


Ifc la imiooci provoking ! ” ojnoulatod 
OhrlBtittiK ** Ko daring a robbory — 

Ho robbod yon, then ? ejaoulated 
Huab brook, 

Of my puFHOi which ooniainod Bomc 
twelve ur pounda. For that I 

oaro oompurativoly nothing but the 

annoyance of lotting the rnflflan OHoapo 

'*Woll, all I can «aV| my dear 
follow,” roflpnnded the Viaoount, ” ia 
that I could not help ifc ; and I am ox- 
oeodlni^ly aorry for ifc. I repoab, il; waa 
a Huddon dly/isinosH that name over mo* 
And I Bay, i)o ho kind. Mr* AHhton aa to 
keep the mafcior a Hoorrd ; for people are 
80 inullotouB in thiB world— they may 
pufc a wrong conetruotlon on the affair-— 
they may pretend that I wne afraid— 
and 1 ahould got umnoroifully laughed 
at »» 

” I really have no inclination to aay 
anything that could annoy your lord- 
ship,** roHponded our hero ; and per- 
haps too 1 am not altogcthor Batiafiod 
with myself In having lot the ruffian go* 
But what WAB that ejaculation which 
burst from your lordahlp’s lipa ? Hud 
tho man robbed you ? 

** Did I aay boI ** aakod tho Viaoount, 
not being provjoufliy aware that in the 
Buddon exoitenu nb of the moment he 
had thuB betrayed that incident* 

Why, my lord,*' eaid the groom, 
now Bpoaklng for the Hrat time, ” it 
muflfc^bo tho Hamo poraon dreat In widto 

Ah, who irkd to rob mo tho other 
night?** iiUerJootcd ItuBhbrook. ** That 
WAB what I meant I Ifut one*a Idea get 
flo oonfuBcd when anything of thia aort 
happouB '* 

**Vory oonfuaed Indeed, my lord,*' 
Bftid the groom, with a certain dryneea 
which showed ho thought that his 
mutttor was not altogothor apeaking tho 
truth In Bouio way or another — an irn- 
proBslon whioh Chriatlan likewiee 
eniortained, though ho could not 



and selfmontradlotion* 

**Woll, at all ovantB, Mr* Ashton,** 
«aid ibo Vfsoounfci anxloua to make an 
and of the matter, ’* we agree to keep it 
aacreti And pray, above all thlngB, 
don't «ay a word when next you go to 
Tudor HoUBer*-for my sletor would be 
fHgbtaned out of her wite, and she 
would not sleep i wink U she knew 
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there were rohberfl fn tho neighbour- 
hord* I will give a private hinb to the 
polrno to-morrow— and that will be 
Buflicient.^' 

Rtjfihbrook ascended into his phae- 
ton ; and at tlua moment, Queen 
In(lora*o carriage, having been turned 
round at oomo diafcanoo ahead, oame up 
to the Bpot. Christina was rejoioed to 
find her brother in porfeofc safety * and 
on hie entering the carriage, ho rehited 
to her everything thafc had occurred. 
They both agreed that there was 
fiomething peculiar and unaccountable 
in Lord Ruehlirook^s oonduofc ; but it 
was impossible to oonjooture the motive 
thereof. 

On reaching London, the carriage 
put down Christian in Mortimer 
Street, Cavendish Square; and thence 
proceeded with Christina to Queen 
Indora^B villa at Bayswater* 


CHAPTER OXXIV* 

TJNOOMOrOUS REVELATIOKS. 

Let U8 see what in the meantime ha 
been taking place at the Queen's villj 
Her Majesty — having seen Christina o 
in the oarri igo, whioh wao to take u 
her brother in Mortimer Street and beo' 
the twins to the grand enfcertainmen*^ a 
Bulham Hill— returned fco the ohambe 
in whioh lay the wounded Sagooha* 
The ayah had for a week ogntinu 
porfootly unoonooinus of tho attenti 
bofltowod upon her; and though Inc] 
had no doubt as to some misch^ev 
design having boon harboured by 
Hindoo dependant, she relaxed nob fi 
those ministratiouB whioh in the pu 
Bpirifc of Christian goodnesa v 
bestowed* And there lay tho gu 
nyah, pillowed in a luxurious ooi 
with her queenly mistress watol 
every variation of her oounfcenanc 
applying a oooUng beverage to her 
when ' they appeared to be dry v 
fevoriah thirst— and devoting as m 
sedulous oaro to the wounded femal 
if she were a beloved sister wl 
Indora was endeavouring to snatoh f 
tho grasp of death* 

Seated upon a small ottoman by 
Bide of that oouoh. Indora fell ic 
profound reverie, aa she gaz^d upon 
(uleeping oountenance of the ;ayab. . 
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" And is i6 pofiaiblo, Sagoonah,*' eho 
thua imvaidly lipoatrophiKod tlio iin- 
ootiaoiona invalid— “ ia it poaflibio that 
you) oou!cl havo been eulpnblo of ao 
muoh dieaitu Ilia lion and of ao iniiali 
wioItedneBs? Methoiight that jon loved 
me — that you einoiroly eyinpulhi'i'.ed 
with rao in nil I niyeelf felt i nd milleri d 
at the time yi'u agreed <o aonniiijmny 
mo from our fur-olT Indian homo to 
thia weatern oliinc. ]?nt, ah I you 
oberishod u pasin’on for him whom I 
also lovod, and whom I ahall over lovo 
80 tenderly and ao wall I I roniemhor n 
while ago -ona night when I waa ox- 
peotlng him to mil at the villa- that I 
Bpoho to yon, kSagonnab, on tho anbjcot 
of lovo: I ualied if yon had ever lovod 
—and I fancied (hat you wore happy 
in your atippoacd ignoranoo of lovo'n 
pangs. I3ut at that viry limo you loved 

him Oh I you loved him I — and how 

you dlBacmblod I Well well, do I know, 
Sagoonah, that the human heart hna no 
powor over ita volition ; and it oannot 
ehloid iteelf ngainat tho imprcsHinna or 
the iraagea which by deatiny'a deoreo 
are to aitlx thoinsolvoH upon it. Never- 
tholeBS, Sagooiiah, there are diitiefl 
which in anob a caao arc to be perform- 
ed { and ihoRo diilii H wore mo/, performed 
byyoul No— for you slioiild have told 
mo tho truth, and I should not liavo 

blamed you 1 Bbould have pKiod 

you. Yos—you Bhould havo told mo 
tho truth; oiid yon ahould not havo 
aooompanied mo from India. But you 
yielded to your own infatuation: yon 
wore floinsh— you were ogo(iBii(uil : and 
in thoo I have boon ohorfahing a reptile 
who Bought to filing mo, lustond of a 
faithful dependant to aootho and 
comfort me. I gave you my ooniidrnno, 
Sogoonab— I told you nil my lovo for 
him) At one time I oxplaiiiod my 
hopoB— at another my foora : acl.iom dill 
I oonooal from you my intcnliona ; and 
all tho whilo you wore a traltroas luul a 
hypoorlte I ” 

Indora heoved n profound algb as bIio 
renohod thia point in her mnalngH^ and 
•0 deeply wore her foolingo toiiohed, 
that tears trickled down her oheohe. 
Her heart waa goneroua— her aoul 
magnanimoua 1 and ao aho had om* 
braced the Ohriatian faith, ao did aho 
poaaeaa the puroat Ohriatian aympathloa. 
Tho#, even white musingly addraealng 
h« teprdaohea to tho unoonaoiou# 
(fefwmftbv AH Inollaed t« pity her 


oB the victim of an Infatuated and 
bopoloaa lovo. , 

“ Ought I really to blame you thua ? ” 
eon tin lied the Queen, util I peiisivofy 
apoatrophiziiig (ho atoeping uyah : <‘or 
ought 1 not rather to look for aa miiohi 
oxtomiation on your bclmK ua oiroum- 
atttiiooa admit? Eor, Ob I i uiyooif know 
what tlio power of lovo in— what ita 
iinpiilaea arc — and how oelllHh i(; .«(, 
timoa rondora iu votarioa. My own life 
iilIordH an il'iiiitration : and it ia tho 
only deed on wbinli I have (o look bnok 
with aorrow Yea— for it waa I who, 
kept Aim ao long a priaoner in that far. 
olT kingdom of Imlerabud ; and it wua 
oriiel - it waa Hi'llirth— it waa barbarous 
oil my purl I Iff tboreforo have to 
rotrospoot w: h nomiiuiiotioii upon Rueh 
a deed aa /A«/, ougbt I not to bo loniout 
in tho judgment wbiob I paso upon Ibco. 
aiigocnnh?" ’ 

Hero tho Q leen’a iiuiainga worn and. 
dcniy interrupted by a reatleao movii- 
ment on .Sagoonah'a part: idio toaaod 
her arma uue isily, and turned bor head 
upon tho pillow, uii if aho aulTorod pain 
cither phyaioully or mentally— pqrhupa 
in both wayo The Queen roao from 
her eoiit and hnalonoii to (jiilot the 
invalid. Slio took Hagoonah’a haiida in 
her own : aho preaafid llioin : tlion aho 
pnsHod one of her liaiida onrosaingly and 
Boolhingly over tho nmootli duaky-huod 
ohook of tho nynh ; and tium aho asaurod 
boraolf that the baudagea of the boaling 
wound worn not dlsliirbod. Whilo tliiie 
tendorly mlnialeiing to her dopoiulaiit, 
Queen Indora oomptetely loat right of 
wlmtaoovor raotivoa of dark intagiving 
and deep roaontmont aho bad agaliiat 
tho aleoping woman: it waa only tho 
Invalid requiring nil her altontion that 
aho at tho moment behold. And if 
anything wore wanting to nilorii a 
omnploto illuatration of tho ndinirablo 
quiitiiloH of Indora’a oliaraotor, thW 
defloionoy wna now auppllod by tho 
unfoignod ainoerily and unalloyed 
(ondorncea of liter behaviour towards one 
who had proved her onomy. 

Sagonnah oppoarod to hftvo (olt the 
aoothliig Infliionoo of hoc kind mlatrosa's 
oaroaaoa, though mentally unoonsdlou# 
that they wore boatowodt for she 
rolapaod Into a atalo of ooittpoflurm 
The Qiieon w«fl gently roguming her 
seal, wlion It struok her that some 
words were wavering upon Sagoonah’a 
Bpa. Sho #toppod abort, and listened, 
Yee; the ayah murmuring #ometbing | 
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fttid thie wan tho firet timn tliat a 
0yllal>]o luid imnwd from thoflo lijiH 
during the woolc whiuli had now olapfuaJ 
sjmjt) tho ahnoat. mortal wound wae 
Inliiotud, It waw ovidont that Hagoonah'fl 
oonaoiouHuoHH waa roturning — and that 
ne the lamp of Ufo wae rogaining ita 
power, it wau huginning to light up Iho 
iuiagoH and iinproHnlouQ that worn raoat 
strongly marked in iho oolla of 
Sagoonah*a brain- 

Bfcatuo-liko did Indora atand oloao by 
tho oouoh — with uphoavod boaom 
broathloaaly iiotoning to whataoovor 
might ftrot oohorontly oomo from 
Sigoonah'd lipa» Again did tho ayah 
movo her arme, m if with a fovorish 
imoaaiuoflH; and tho Qiioon waa about 
to eootho her with tho nieAtnerio in- 
fldohoo of oarofiHoa agaiii» whon tho ayah 
flpoko intelligibly and plainly, though 
feebly and in broken worda* 

oYoa — I did It all I— -the wiokednoHa 
wan mine I " »ho thua muriuuriugly 
Bald. ** But it waa that (lend— tho 
JjVenohwoman— who prompted mo 1 Oh, 
why did I Ikden to her ? ITor oil tho 
poUting waa agalnat my dear good mis- 
treoH— my mlatroBa- — tho plotting-— 
indora my miatroBB 1 ** 

Now Bagoonah opened her largo dark 
oyoH : aho almoat immediately oloaed 
them again ; and for a few iuatantu it 
appeared aa if aho were dead, bo breath- 
leaaly ailent did aho lie« Tho Queen was 
alarmodf and plaeod her hand upon 
Uagoouah'a boaom : but tho heart waa 
beating within. Again did tho ayah 
alowly open her oyoa, and look up vaoau- 
tly at the countonanoe that waa beading 
over her. Thua for upwarde of a minute 
did aho gaze at her royal mietresB ; and 
whon she olo&od her eyee again, It wae 
without any auddon glitter to show that 
ehe had rooogniB^d the oountonanoo 
whieh thus bent over her* But once 
mor^ did hor tongue give utteranea to 
feebly artloulutod and broken aontenooat 
and onoe more did tho Queen listen with 
breathless attentloni 

^VYea-^-lt was that fiend the French- 
Wotoan-^Madame Angollque, eon- 
ttnued Sagoonah, ** who did It all» Ah I 
tftat nlght'--wben I penetrated into tho 
Queeu^u ohamber**^the Intent was 
hqrriblo--lt .was to take her life I 
Christina saved my tnistrefis on that 
occasion-- or. she would have been dead, 


There waa aiiothor long interval of 
oilonoo, during which Indora listened in 
a utato of dismayed end horrified aua- 
pouHo for whataosvor might next oome 
from Sagoonrth*u lipa. 

" Ah I that temptroafl--that vile, vile 
woman I again murmured Sagoonah; 

it was she who u^god mo on I— Oh t 
and horo tho ayah ahudderod vielbly, 
find with a vjolonoo that Ghook tho very 
hod beneath heri how oould I have 
touched that reptile? Ua fangs might 
have entered my floah venom 

might have eiroulatod In my veins 1 Ah, 
my poor mifltroflS I— > that day you took 
me to tho gardens— tho— the ** , . 

Tho rest of the Boutonoe was lost in 
incohoront murmuringa; but Sogoonah 
had said enough to send a light horribly 
flashing in unto tho brain of tho Queen, 
oloarintf up in a moment the mystery of 
that serpent's prosonoo within tho walls 
of tho villa some little while baok. 
Indora was as abooked — appalled t the 
revelation was as frightful as it was 
unexpected. Sagoonah, oonaoienoo* 
Birioken oven in her unoonaolousneBS, 
wao thus giving a speoiea of subdued 
delirious vent to tho terrific inoldents 
of guilt which weighed upon hersouh 

** Tho mesBengors from India oamo at 
tho moment,'’ oontinued the ayah, in 
tho tho same murmuring broken aooeots 
aa before ; << the reptile was in tho . 
oouoh — all was propard— death was in 
its sting— venom in its fangs J but 
heaven would nob psrmib my mistrosB t( 
perish theni Take it from mo— take ii 
from me, that hidoous roptilel— Oh, 
take it, take it fromo me I Oh, oh I " 

Again was Sagoonah's form oonvulaed 
with a violent shudder: tho bod shook 
under her— 'Sho writhed upon the 
ooiioh«^aho half turned round in 
epasmodio oonvulsion : again were her 
arms tossed and agitated wildly, This 
time indora had not the presenoe of 
mind to apply her soothing ioSuenoe : 
she waa transfixed to tho spot with the 
horror that like a night-mare filled her 
soul, This last revelation from Bagoo-t 
nah'6 lips. In respect to the oobra 
dioapelto, was so frightfuly incredible^-*-' 
and yet all oiroumstanoes combined to 
prevent ft from being for a single mo- 
ment disbelieved I 

That Qngllsh girl*— Christina Ashton 
oontinued Sagoonab, in feebler more 
br^kep accents tjbaq thqs^ tq i 
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had la to spokon, is on ani^fd in oarthiy 
luroi t 8 ho haa told iiio ot tiio anti o In of 

her oreod— and who ia one alio hae 

fipaken of horsolf 1 She ia tho Good 
Gouuifl of my iniatreaH : her pvoBouoo i« 
a taiiaman againab all evil to indora, No 
no, vile woman I —no, nO| Madame 
AngoJique 1 I will do nothing more to 
Indoral Chrifltina'a proHonoo huvoh her. 
ll’ool I you Carry hor off — bub aho oornet! 
baoU— ahe oaoapua from your toila — nho 
ia an angel^au angol of her own creed ! 
Nor can you diapoao of hor aa you will 
— — that angol— that angel aiigol 1 

Hero waa another revelation for the 
Quaon: the myatory of Ohiiatina^a forced 
abduofcion waa now oloured up* 

Yea, Christina oaoapod from you, 
vile woman I ** eonbinned Sugoonah : 
<<flhe oamo back— to be the Good Oenl- 
OUQ of my miutreas, who ia kind to her! 
Oh, I will do no more to Indoral Bub 
that Engliahwau— the flrab whom I over 

loved Ah I hi« imago ia hero— ’hero 

hc,ra\ 

Sagoonah turned utioaaily upon hor 
pillow; and with a low gasping eigh 
flbo laid her right hand upon her heart 
Again abo openodj her largo dark oyuH ; 
ami eho appeared to look elowly around 
with the vaoanb uBtuntshmout, half.* 
dismayed utici half-inquiring, of a young 
child wno awakens in a Hbrango room. 
Indora bent over Sagoonah to moo if who 
would bo rooognUed: bhb the lids oluMod ' 
gradually, and with un air of hoaviiiusB; 
upon the ayaldd eyod ; the long olnm 
lasuea again resting upon tho dusky 
palouoBB of tho oIiooUb, There was 
another intorvai of hUo*.oo, during which 
Sagobnah appeared to hleep m pro- 
louudeab trauqudiity,~uutil her bosom 
began elowly to heave with ono long 
deop*Jrawu sigh, and moro wurde 
wavered murmunugly upon her lips. 


gaunt, flqualid, oimudiitod form I Away, 
a way lo a magiotral e I — let tho blow ho 
Htnndc at once— a double blow* — a blow 
that fdiall or nail him arid over- whelm 
her witli doapair I Yor — a blow that shall 
dofltrny both at onoo I Thoro has already 
boon too 111 II oh of love : tho time has 
come for hatred. Bub, no 1 not in this 
while droHs of mine which mark tho 
Hlave I Who will heliove mol Then whab 
am I to do? Ah, happy thought I 
nppai'ol inysfdf in the (.bioen's raiment 
— boooine ii lady ab oiioe— go riohly 
dressed into ilie promnoo of the 
magisl rats— and then, (hen he will bo« 
Hove mo ! ” 

It wuQ thus that Sagoonah ro-onaeted 
in her omiseionoo strioken luioonaoiousx 
nofl^ — and in the fever of her half*aub* 
diiod, half* hushed dolifiiun — that last 
seone which had entailed upon hor so 
frightful a roHult. ImJora oontimiod to 
listen with broatliloRs attontioui bub 
with dismayed and horrified feelings. 
Every thing was now rovoalod to her; 
—had S'lgoonah made a regular and 
intontionfil oonfcHsion, it could not 
have boon more oxphoit, in t could Its 
detaittt have been moro luoldly doflned, 
Tho Queen saw that for somo time 
past Hho had huleod been oherishfng a 
Horponb who aouglib to abing hors sho 
had boon stauding upon a mine to 
which tho hand of tho falsa Bagoonah 
was at any moment bo apply the torch ; 
and eho was horrlRod— she was as* 
toundod in ona sense — bub in anothoi^ 
how grateful was she I And tboro--^by 
tho side of that oouoh , on whIoU tho 
guilty woman lay, now silently flleop-* 
ing onon inoro-^lndura knelt; and 
in the fervour of hor Ohriatian piety 
sho pourad forth her thanksgiving to tho 
true God whom by (ffomont Hodoliffo 
she had been taught to worship. 
Nothing more oamo that night from the 
hpH of Bagoonah ; and Queen Indora 
retired to rest in an adjoining room* 
Erequontly, however, during tho night 
did this royal lady rise to H0 that tho 
nurse who in the moenwhilo had taken 
her ptaoo, was doing her duty towards 
the favftlid; for notwithstanding that 
Indora had now obtained tho complete 
roadlng of the whole sum of Bagoonah s 
monstrous iniquity, yob not for 
instant would she neglect that being 
whom her own kind cates had saved 
from dissolution. 

The Queen heard OheleUna ietura 
home la tihe gardagoi and ibe ob^d 
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uonriK'lv r(>iilrniit iionti'if fnim li'nitnniiig fi 
iv( imco to li'll l l"' yo'i'ii' liuiy lui'v nil p 
tho <if wioUoiliiw'B 

wui'o u|»i Mini liiiw till) mot.ivo of 

C/liriotinu It furooii iiliilnotioii iit llio liiiu! 
w,iH now IhoroiiKlily oomprolii'nitiifl. 

Indorii iritdlviMl In wait niiUI tlio y| 
inoi'iiiiiK : foi' 'll"’ Biot MiHO jj 

Abhloii iniiHt. fi'ol fatifiuoil afr.or too |, 
i)til,orlMihtni'n)i finiu wliioli iilio bull 
rnl'Uiitnil no b 

Tho (Jiioi'ii iliil 110^ nijft'ol' bur yniing “ 
frii iiil In lio iliHlttrbod niiUl hIio hortnilf " 
nuiK tlio boll for tbo tiiaid oborUv nftor P 
iiiiio o'olnoU in ibo nioriiiiiB ; nndtbon ‘ 
ludoni, wild WHO olrofidy «p. prooouded 
to (.Ibristina'it obainbor. p 

*1 My dour Birl*** tibo ouidi ** thoro uio n 
many topioa upon wbioh I buvo novor p 
Himkon <0 vnii iminb. or nt whiob I buvo g 
only li«litly gluuood: but it la now n 
fiuitiibto that you hboubl know more of t 
tiioiui Hubjoota ” ® 

Wilb tliia briof profaoo, tho Queen g 
proooodoii to explain to the borranod ^ 
aaul aaniizod Ohriatina how SuRoonnl 
in her unoiiay Rbinibera avowoil 
uiiiruiiont to prove with what mnrdoroua ,• 
inlcniion iibo waa inapirod, when j 
pinietratiuK ono nittht into bor obnni- i 
bur,— lidding, ••And it wua you, my a 
Bweot Obriaiina, who wove my guii.rdiun | 
nmioi at ihu tlinn I Yea— bogoonuh , 
horf idi baa dcolarod that you arc an i 
angol 1 " 

Tlio Qiioou reoitcd tlio ayiib a 

ainooiiaoiouft iiojifiniaion relativo to tho 

oolira da eapidlo. and alHO ui reapaot to 
Chrintian’H lormblo ivlidunbion by the 
InfamouH .l'’ic'noli woman. Bub Indora 
Bivid nulhinK rolaidvo •'* 'Imt 
Boiirot wliieb regarded Oloineut Uedoliilo, 
and wliiob Hugoonah liiul lutendod to 
UBO tie tlio moaiiH of doaling a Idow of 
twoftald vindlotivonoBB. in all liowovor 
that m» to'il lior, tho yoiiiig 
liatenod with thniio foollnga of blooded 
horror and wonderment wbloh Buoh 
tovelationB wore bub loo well 
to oxoHo ; and ahe threw heraelf into 

tbo Quoou'b arniB, weeping and 

murmured, "Oh, dear lady! tt hoe 
boon hottvon'a own hand that baa guided 

friBWiul perilB ‘ " 


from tho li|)u of Sagoonah on the 
proood'ug ovoiiin.i?* 

Hflfcnirod, my dear Indorat'* said 
Mr* Kodoliilo, that all the affairs in 
whioh I am in any way mixed upi are 
gradnally hut surely approiohing a 
orisin. When any oireiimHtaneoH whioh 
it so deeply ooiioorns an individual to 
bring to an issuo, uro thus unravelling 
thoiuBolve^- — when past mystorioB are 
being olearod up aa if by meiina simply 
auoidm»tal— and when a olearer insight 
ia afforded into whatsoever was 
previously dark and uaoorfcaini— 'rest 
niunired, I say, that the end is not far 
distant* Have no fears for tho result j 
I myself am full of oonfidenoo 1 My 
plans are working i-^-day by dt^y are the 
msahoH tightening in around those whom 
it i« neooflsai'v or expedient to involve in 
BUoh toilsf and to place oomplotoly at 
my moroVt *^^*d the further I proceed, 
the olraror» tho easier, and the more 
certain beoomes tho path whioh I havo 
to pursue* Beware, however, lest 
Satfoouah ahould speak in the presenoe 
of that auroo — 


have taken every precaution,*' 
re^flpondod tho Queen* ** I ha\e pur** 
poaoly told Buffieient to Christian to 
remlor that amiaMe girl iutorested in 
watching Sagoonah’a beside at those 
Uinoa when I myself cannot be there j 
aud tho very instant that words begin 
to waver on Sagoonah’e Hpsi the , nurse 
will be dismiaHcd from the chamber* 
Bofli lofl. att Ohriatina takes her turn with 
mo in thus watohing, theria is so little 
need for tho presence of the nurse at 
all!'* 

The Queen and Mr. Redoliffe com 
tinned to difloourse for some litMo while 
longer; and then the latter took hm 
leave -be having baainesa of importanoe 
to attend to in tospeot to the varioUa 
plana which ho had in operation. 
Christian called in the forenoon : and 

after spending a couple of hours at the 

villa, ho hastened away to see hlfl dearly 
beloved laahulla. Viooent. 
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to gi’'® aaflistaiioo in 

watching by the side of Stigoonah’fl 
oouoh." 

Ohristina, intending to ooiiflno liot* 
ramblo to the garden, threw on a largo 
flutnmer etraw-hat, mid iBSUed forth 
from the villa. She had caught up a 
volume of poenas before leaving her 
rooms ; and on poBsing out into the 
garden, she endeavoured to fix her at- 
tention upon tho book— but she oould 
not. Her cheek was Indeed pale, ns tho 
Queen had noticed : but this pallor was 
nob the effeot of the fcntortainiiient only. 
The young maiden had been thinking of 
all that took place between herself and 
Lord Ootavian on the preceding night ; 
and though not for a Bingln instant did 
sbo regret the lino of oouduot she had 
pursued, yet ahe oould not help fooling 
the influence of those ooourronoos. She 
loved one who was tho husband of 
another; and with all her sonso of duty 
it was impoBsible to stifle and ornHh this 
love in her heart. Yot thoro was a 
Boronity, if not an aotunl ImpjdnoHS, in 
Christina’s thoughts, when pondering 
the intention of Lord Ootavian to rejoin 
his wifo, the amiable Zoe, 

Christina felt ns if tho sir of tho 
garden did nob do her any good— as If 
lb wanted thob olastloity and froohnoss 
which oould alone bouoflt hor i and 
opening tho gate, she passed into the 
road. Tbenoo she turned into a Inna at 
a little distonoe j nnd olong this well- 
shaded narrow avenue she ramhlod with 
tho book in hor hand, but with her 
thoughts fixed on suhjeots far dilToront 
from Its oontonts. Bo it rooollootod 
that it is tho month of September of 
which wo are writing. Tho day had 
boon sultry— it bad loft a portion of its 
hoavinoBB In the ovoning atmosphoro; 
and this was the reason why Ohristina 
had fancied that tho air in the garden 
had been deflolsnt in olastioity. 

She was proceeding along the lane, 
when ail of a sudden she heard foot- 
steps behind hor, preoeded by a sound 
M if of some one bursting through (he 
hedge | and on looking baok our heroino 
found herself confronted by a figure 
that filled her with a sudden terror. 
The aepeot of tho individual was alone 
lufflotent (p strike her with this dismay! 
but it was all (be greater when the 
oonvlotioU rushed in unto her mind that 
she beheld before her the ruDllaa of (he 


previous night’s adventure, T'ho Ltvsoar s 
dreoa was jaut the siuno as it atruok 
Chriatina to bo whim tlin follow, having 
opened tlio iluor of tho oarriugo, 
simtohoii tho ijurae from hor brother’s 
haml — tho siuno too an ho Hiil)HOf[uontly 
doMorilmd it to hor. Wo nood liardly 
add that tlio wrotoli was tho Burker : 
hut it may lio propor to ohaorvo that ho 
now at onoo rooognisod Ohristina -for 
ho had soon lior walking in tlio Quoon’a 
giirdon lit tho timo ho was on tho watoh 
to ooiuiummato hia tnnrdoroiia purpoao, 

P’or li few momenta Ohristina’a tongue 
waa paraliv.ed with dismay ; nnd slio 
oouhl not give vent to the aoroam which 
rose up in hor throat, Tho Burkort who 
ourried a bliidgoon in his hand, hurst 
out into a ooarso oiniokling iaugli — and 
said, " Yon’ro an uiuiommon protty gal; 
and it would lio a sin to frighten you, 
Como young Miss— just hand us over 
your piirso, as well aa that thoro gold 
watoh atui oliulii — nnd tliero’a nulUu 
iiioro to ho aaid.” 

Ohristina swopt hor oyos up and down 
tho lano ; but no one was to bo soon 
oxoopb tbo rullian who etooil lieforo 
hor ; and tho nearest houses wore too 
far oil to bo ruaobud by a aoroaiu if 
aho sent ono poaiiug forth from her 
Ups. aho was frigbtonod— «ho was 
dismayed i tho Burker grow impatient 
— and in a ntill more savugo bono than 
that in which lie had before spoken, bo 
oxoluinied, " Out with tho purse I off 
with tho ohalul— or by jingo I'll help 
myself I " 

Tho Improoallon was howovor more 
terrible than tho oornparatlvoly mode- 
rate ono whioh wo havo lusurtod in its 
plaooj and Ohristina was sinking with 
terror, when It struck her that she 
hoard tho sounds of a horse’s hoofs at 
a distanoOi Inspired by tho hope of 
aid, she darted away from tho spot, but 
tho ruffian was iramodiatoly at hor heels 
•—and for a few momonta ho violently 
seized hor by her dross. Hor BOfoams 
rang forth as she struggled dosporatoly 
with tho misoresati and all of a sudden 
a horseman appeared round tho oorner 
of a diverging lane. The Burkor’s oat 
bad not caught the same sounds whioh 
had heralded this approach of auooout 
to that of Christina i and ho was 
suddenly stricken with alarm on 
beholding this unexpeoted appearanoOf 
S'ot he in a moment reoofiaiied (he 
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uorfloiiiftn—nltlioiifth tho Inttor reoof(. 
tniaed not him in tlint Laaonr garb whioh 
|ho wore. 

! Up to tho Hpofc tho horBoman rodo : 
bo H])rang from hio Btnod ; and tho 
Burkor, who hnd lot go hia hold upon 
OhrlHlinn, aiinud a troinondouii blow 
Ivltli liiH olui) at tho young maidon'e 
ohampion. Tho lattor doxtoroualy 
:jvoido<l it—aud nprang forward to 
igrapplo witlj Iho ruflian, — when tho loot* 
iniontionod individual thought it bettor 
'not to hazard a oonfliot; and rtiahing 
ithrough tho hodgo, aa ho bad dono on 
jtho prooodiiig nighti ho disappoarod 
from tho view of Ohrietina and her 
jdolivoror. 

; Tho young maiden wua sinking with 
^lorror ; for at one moment sho had 
'funuiod that murder’s work would bo 
ilouoi and that nothing ooiild novo hor 
ohampion from tho fury of tho blow 
(loolt agniiifit him. Her dolivoror now 
tnrnod towards hor; and with tho most 
Rontlomnniy oourtesy ho epoko a fow 
raaHBuring words. Thou ho hastonod 
to pick up hor atraw hat which had 
ootno off, OH well as hor hook and hor 
paiutiol which sho had dropped in her 
(rig lit. 'I'ho homo inoaji while had ro- 
maiiioil upon tho spot, although its ridor 
had lot tlui luidlo go ; and tho animal 
wuH now {ending on tho grusB by tho side 
of iho lano. 

Ohrititina exprossod her gratitude in 
euitahle terms; and feeling full of oon. 
(iiHion on aoiioutib oi tho dinhovollod 
atato of her hair and the diseordod 
oondiiion of hor toilet, tho blood oamo 
haok to those oheeks whioti an instant 
boforo wore palo with terror. Hor 
deliverer was slruok liy hor oxtraordi* 
nary beauty, tliougl* tlteio was nothing 
dlsroHjinotful in his gazo : on tho oon- 
!trary his entire manner and oonduot 
iwere marked by tho kiiidost and most 
ipoUHliod oourtesy. He was a young 
iinari— 0 little past fotu-nivi- twenty 
'foars of oge-~oxooodingly handsome 
)— and ovldontly belonging to tho host 
liphoro of sooiety. Ho now turned aside 
joudor protonoD of looking aftor hia 
hoitBOi bufc io ronlity to ftivo Ohrifttinfi nn 
opLortunifcy of fttranginsc her hair and 
re^Btorlng her toilet. This tho young 
maiden IvflBtlly did; and when her 
deliverer again Uunod towards her, it 
was still wUh bluabes but with more 

lelf'-poflsesslon them at fireb, that ebo 


renowod the expression of her thanbai 
for tho eorvioo he had rendered her, 

** Do not think tho less of my cou- 
rage,*' said tho gentleman, smiling,— 

or rather perhaps I might to entreat 
that you will not tax me with oowardioo 
in not pursuing the ruflSan : but it was 
entirely through the fear that you were 
ovoroomo by your alarm and might need 
prompt asBistance/' 

It would bo impossible, sir," replied 
Ohristino, 'Ho harbour a thought bo 
ungonerouB, eo unfounded, and bo in- 
sulting towards one who has served me 
so eignttlly," 

The young gentleman bowed in ac- 
knowledgment of this asBuranoe; and 
then said, ^’Ipreflume that you reside 
in this neighbourhood ? *' 

At a distonoe of about a mite,” an« 
swered Ohristina, 

'* You will permit me to escort you 
aa far ns your dwelling ? ** said hor new 
aoquaintanee I for it is quite possible 
that viltanouB Lascar may be loitering 
about in tho neighbourhood*'’ 

Ohriatina gladly and thankfully ao- 
oeptod tho proffered oourtesy : her 
deliverer throw tho bridle over his arm 
and walked by the horse’s side, ao that 
ho might keep better oompanionship 
with Ohriatina, 

«*Yoa are deceived, air," she said, 

** as to that man, although It is very 
natural you should bo guided by ap- 
penranoes. He is not a Lascar — but 
Bomo English robber in disguise,** 

** Indeed I ” exolaimed the stranger 
with aatonlahmont, 

« Yes, it ia as I tell you,” rejoined 
Ohr^stina- Ho robbed my brother last 
night ao we were returning from a party: 
there waa a oonfliot-— a atruggle— but, to 
bo brief, the man eaoapocl*** 

Christina's oompanlon surveyed the 
young lady with tho utmost interest 
while she spoke : and yet he had suffi- 
oient command over his feeling of ad- 
miration to prevent it from bordering 
upon rudeness. Ho thought he had " 
never soon any one so exquisitely 
beautiful as ahe by whose side he was 
now walking. Her oountenande, her 
figure, her looks, her manners— the 
silvery tones of her voice— all formed 
a combination of charms and attraotions 
that ravished his heart He longed to 
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know ftini’O of hov, and to JinprovB kis 
anq'inintiiniio with ono who thiifi in ft 
fow minutpn hufl inndo ho flooo an un- 
prflftflinn npoii him. But all t,ho whilo 
Olii'iatina horflolf v/aft poifootly uiiiiwiiro 
that hpr hUmdod beauty and modoHty 
had innpiind liar oompaniou with uo 
muoh intni’ost on her hohalf. 

Ho now inquivod thn oxaot. ptu't.ioulnrH 
ot wlmt had oomivrod hotwooii lu'iindf 
and tho rnhhor. The dotailH wore not 
lonp( : butt ftH ChriHUnrt fi;avo Uicni, 
deliverer drank in tlio Honiid of li^'r voioe 
ftB if they weto tlioflo of ft dolioioun 
muaio. When bIio had done apoaklni!. 
ho proooodod to pivo iior to nndorntand 
that ho was an ofiincr in tho army— that 
ho waa on Inavo of ahaonoo from hia 
ropimont— iii'd that ho wan lomporarily 
BtayiiiR with aomo frionda at KonaiuKton. 
Ho oonttratulatod himBolt on tho 
fortunnto neourronon of huviiiR taken an 
ovoninfi rido in that partionlar dirootion ; 
and ho non' lndod by intimating that Ida 
name waa Captain Ktiudej'. 

Immodifttoly atriiok with Una natnoi 
Chrifltiiift gianeed rapidly towarda lior 
oompanion—nml aaid, “ Miglit I aak 
whothor your father in Bir VVillmin 
Stanley who roBidoa nonr Liverpool 'f 

*' Tho flaino 1 ” oriod tlio Captidii, holli 
ovorjbyod and uBtonlHliod at thin Bpiioien 
of recognition on tho ])art of tho houuti- 
ful youni! lady whoao aoquaintanoa ho 
woB flo nnxiouf! to oultivnto. " Bub liow 
ifl it pnaiiihlo. — — ” 

*' I have hoard Mr. Jtodollito (iiiealt of 
you,” ropliod OhriBtira. thim antieipat. 
ing tho quoBtiou. 

Mr, Ilodcliffo 1— that kind )j;eneioua 
man I " oxnittimod Captain Htaidr.y ; 
“ftB lirovo too as ho ia kind— for ho 
aavod my fathor’a lifo ainidub the jungluH 
oflntllid" 

“Mr. Rodoliffo ia a kind friend of 
tnUio,” rojoined Chriatinn; “my lirothor 
lives with him oltogotlior. I inymdf am 
reelding with an EaHtorn lady of rcnli 
and woftllhi and our huhitatiun ia 
yonder villa,” 


otlior. I only arrived in town yoator.. 
day ; and it wiu* iny intention to oall on 
Mr. Rod(dilfo to-morrow Porhapa— 
peihapa." added tho Captain hoaita- 
tingly, '* I may vontoro likewioo to nail 
at yonr r<iBiden<io, to atuniro myanlf that 
you will in tho tnoaiilimo liave pevfnol.ly 
reoovored from the alarm i)roduon(l liy 
thill inoident.'' 

All the rulea of politenoun an well aa 
till) additional onea of gralitiido jiro- 
vented Ohrintina from niviiig a. negn- 
Mvo reH))nnne to tliia roqoeai. ; and with 
arth'aa oamh'Ur ahn aaid, ‘if yo do mo 
tho honour of ealliiig, Ciifitaiii Stanley, 
tlio Ijiidy Indiira with whom I livo will 
poriionaily oKproHii her tliankii for tho 
Horvioo you liavn reiidorod ono for 
whom iiiio olioriidum a ahitorty alToo.. 
tion.” 

Tho portion of tho dialognii took 
pliKio in tho road from whioh thn lano 
(livergod ; and tli ' gate of tho villa waa 
new in eight. Boarooly liad tho young 
maiden given tlio lUiflwer jniit plaoed 
upon roiinrd, wlimi a gentleman on 
hornih mk waa m'liu rapidly apprnaoiting ; 
and Ctiriatina at onno remigniaed Loril 
Oetiivian Mi-redlh. Him imitimtanooiiHly 
hooame award of tho imoetmity of main- 
taining all her fortitiido, Imr (irinnoHB, 
and lior foininjiui dignify : for tho 
couviotlon nmoto hor that Im wan thorn, 
in llmt neiirhliourhood, to nook an iutnr- 
viir.y wltli horaolf — porlmpa a parting ono 

.Ii fnro ho (uKilod his pnimiHo l»y going 
ahroud to rojoln Zoo. Captain Htaiiloy 
did not Motiiio that anything poiniliar 
had at the moment tramipirod to startlo 
Isia fair oompaniiin : for aim waa inilood 
Htartled f.'r a aingle iniitaiit on roongiiiH. 
ing Lin d Oetaviiin, Aa for h a lordahip 
liimtielf, he atnldimly draw in Ida hrkllo 
and liroiight hia nteoil to a Imit at a 
(iiiitiumo of ahoiit twenty yardo from 
Chriiitiiia ainl Captain Htaiiiey ; then, 
tho next momoiit, ho iihruptly whoolod 
round hia horau and galhipod away. 

“Tim goritiomun appoara to hovo 
taken tlm wrong road," ohaorvoil tho 
Oaiitain, utterly unauHpieioim of how 
well ChriBliua was aoqiminted with him; 
'• ami ho liua only thiH iuBtant porooivod 
hia mlHtako.” 


“Rojoiood as I ftb flrftb was,” Haul 
Oapbaiu Stauloy, “ in having Inmu 
oaabled’ by oireumBtanooB to ronder “ PerhapB »o," Hiihi the yoimg maSimni 
aBfliatonoo to a young lady, ovon whUo Boarooly knowing wlmb alio did »ay : 
boliaving her a total Btrangep,— Infinitely for all hop Bolf-poBnoaeion ahandtmoU hop 
more delighted am I how on finding (hat aa n sudden thought flishtid In unto hor 
ws-ffo not.altog8th?yunkaowtttooftoh-^ 
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ii that M^*rpcliih f^onld 

h a \.' I. ') i # u UN i * « 3 ("< h u w i a w fs I k i f ^ y w i \ h a 

I'iviil ? fiifit, it- ivuH 51 Hoitf'-r fur her luuirl 

whuNi m!h'I huJiNld in hr^r Ofunpfurv . fuid 
wiiu with f hu faN-.iiinrif' V of iiitifn'U’y 

lifui d 'Hfuniifil' « mJ friMii hin !)«)!*«(■» in r.rder 
tl'i.if fin iniidit. 1 dt' rtioin omi vnirnuit Iv 
am! ii,i!run}» hi y «’hj .y llm phniHorr-R (*f 
di"'i'‘n3ii'Mi‘ ? liuinf'init aiinl nrt.lo^H tlunitdi 
rhrlHfina. y»'t iin yuoiMj lady of linr 

ai,h' hnitsld }m* mo iittrrh' iru'X pfrinneocl in 
tlio w.iVB id" tlu‘ world hr not nt onre to 
p 0 1* « u '' i V r** h «'"» w 1 1 f 4 i I s r .0 H y a rj ( I c v e n 
roiiMoniibly a, HtiBpie.ion of that’, ^nrt rniodr’' 
Blrtkn tho iiriinl of Lnjr! Octaviao 

I’liO of i!ho villa «'«« now reach'* 

vd ; and Ort|dtun Statiliyy aaio, with a 
I’Hdito bnw, ■* I w'ill df> rnyHcif the 
phu-iHiiro of (odliiniit? tojiiorrow. But you 
liHVo liot iicoHHiHO’i nia by eayiog for 
mdiijri 1 liiii to iiJC|iiire 'I 

oTIiia ifi tlie Lady Indora’s villa/* 
ttiittworeci Ciii'iBtiua ; ** and 1 ata Miss 
Anil Ion ** 

•Mdood eveniofi', Miss Ashton/^ re- 
|«'driefl (hifOidii Staidey ; and sprirjj^irg 

ui|Htri h'iH iiorse, iie roue a, way from the 

B jHit'-. 

( ,'l I -I r i H I. i 1 3 Ii ’ 'i'fl f t ' 1 ‘ I i I i g 8 had l)t* e ri 8 u d d e o 1 y 
ftlitl irjwerludy w’run|»! lyy t-be incKirnt 
in rnH|H;‘ct io Laid Ort?jvian Meredith. 
Sho had II ) uiifiniidt'idy doHire for the 
ynuiii; iiohi«auaii to be convinned that 
Bhe iiived linn: but no other hand she 
WHH HVt'F'Mo to the Idcja that ho should 
Rtrp|ae.“te' H'U’i !imj 1 iiec.i!i fiivniiring tl.10 suit 
('} f a 1 1 o t Ii « T' ■ Id ) r H I i o h : i w a t 0 11 e e 1. 1 ui t 

*1 to iai really the case that 
ahe had th'JH favoured aiHither euit, and 
if it were indeed a reality that her heart 
or ht:r hand wan entra-aed ednowhere — 
who oa«lit at, <»nee to have meotiened the 
4 drru 1 staiiee on the preccnliog evening 
Ilf IdidiFf liuiiHf3 m ?!ie best means of 
iieiieiou lha alliiHioiis to his own love 
wloeti wete. made lyv Lord Oeiavian* 
'^bn purmdviHl that hv, puttifig his own 
t;i:iiii4|.riiction on I tie fatd’. of her being 
with a luuoLomo yoinig geotlemaOj as 
riifitaiii Htiuilay was, would naturally 
c)()iiiihid»*f that t*h« had noted coquettish- 
1)% iiiui even iiwmodeHily in not having 
tolfl him on tlui previous night that her 
heart w* » engaged to another* The idea 
of idl thiB was moit repugnant to the 

pufis uotioi’ii and delioata feelings of onr 
amlible heroine# 


On pSRRing in^'O the cy'-ourids ai-fflcti** 
ed »o the villa Chriwtirm bo 

a-rmoved anrl dist*' esfi^erl that eh© 
could fiat immediately ©f-ter the 

house. Id whe did, nh© would be court** 
in^j qu^Rt.if-riR on flo" part of the Qoeea 
q u r- 8 1 * 0 o R w h i f‘ h rn * h t t u r* ■ « fic n a 
trvpie I hat nhe did no l*ke to approach* 
Therefore, ooroftoBe her thooehta 

and collect he»* 8 fdf.poe«eBBion, Chris- 
tine, rambled throne'll t,he garden. It is 
but the joetice to out beroiee 

io declare most positively and unreser-' 
vediv that pfie had not the slightest 
t»nticipat'on of what was to follow ; OF' 
cdse not for worlds would she hav©" 
placed herself in a posifion to encoonter 
it. Twice tad she slowly rna e a tooF 
of the traaden-- for the third time was 
she taking the round with the intention 
of entering the villa when this last stroll 
was coo'pleted She reached th^'^texter- 
iidtv which joined the field — the point 
that was remotest from the house, and 
was most enveloped in the shade of the 
umbrageous trees — the ►pot, io a word 
where Sagoonah’s interviews had been 
wont to take plrce with Madame 
Armelique Chf'Btma had reach'd that 
8 pot, we say, when there w’as a sudden 
rustbrg arnongi't the evergreeDS. and 
Lord Octaviaii Me edith stood befor© 
her* 

All in moment our heroine’s fullest 
self possession came te he’i' aid : all her 
dignity wns sou rooned up; •■■■'nd what 
she had just been thiokiny of in con- 
nexion with the previous incident, was 
absorbed in that of wounded prid©^., 
bordering on resent me nt, that the voung 
nobleman should thus her after hla 
Boleam proiiiiee at Tudor Lodge* H© 
himself was ashy pale, but. labotirieg 
under a deep concentrated inward 
excitement: his white lips were coin- 
pressed — his arms were folded across his 
breaat~~ be stood confrontirig her with 
the air of on© who sought an explanation, 
was determined to have it, and' fancied- 
that he had a perfect right to demant it- 

<* W© meet, Christina/' he said, “ for 
the kst time and his voice sounded 
. unnatuar! in it® lowoes and hollownes®* 
Oiir meeting of last night, my lord, 
responded L%ristina firmly, **' should' 
have no sequence. Remeinber your 
pjedge— and you have broken it! 

•* Listen to roe'— listen to me but 
■ an instant! h© said, with-such cn- 

trated vehomenne'-thal ht' '80eiii'©< 
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Boaroely able to reetraia the oatbreak of 
feeliogs tremendeoosly agitated, Cir- 
ouaistaaces would not permit me to 
depart until to-morrow : and I could not 
resiFt the temptation of riding round into 
this neighbourhood-— for accident made 
me aware of the place of your abode, 
which I never knew tdl tbie morning, 
I met Sir Frederick Latham, end he 
spoke of you. That was how I learnt 
your place of residence, I did not mean 
to seek an interview with you— I res- 
pected my pledge— I Intended to observe 
it— God knows, ’’ he added bitterly * it 
is more than ever my intention to keep 
it now after what I have seen 1 ** 

** What you have seen, my lord ? ” 
exclaimed Chlrstina, indignantly : and 
then, the next moment, she was half 
suffocated by the feelings which surged 
up into her throat: but she held back 
the words to which they would have 
prompted her to give utterance, for she 
was suddenly Bmitten with the convic- 
tion that it would be more dflngercnis 
and unmaidenly to vindicate herself by 
explanation than to allow Lord OetHvian 
to remain under the impression which he 
had leoeived from his own oonstniotion 
of the recent inoident on the road. 

** I tell yoUi Christina,’* he exclaimed 
vehenaently, “ that I did not mean to 
seek an interview with you 1 I consi- 
siderad our parting of last night to be 
final — —and heaven knows the pans? it 
coat me to breathe that word farewell ! 
But I could not resist the tern citation of 
riding round here to catch a glimpse of 
your home — of the place where you dwell. 
Oh. if I had foreseen— --But it is batter 
thus ! it is better thus I ” he passionately 
ejaculated ; and yet he made a movement 
as if to stamp bis foot with maddened 
rag©.. 

Yea it is better thus my lord, said 
Ghristina* who endeavouring to entrench 
herself with a becoming forainine dignity, 
in reality became surrounded with a 
reserve that was not merely cold, but 
evin had the air of haughty defiance- 

At least so Meredith thought; and the 
.idea" was natural in his own morbid state 
of feeling. He therefosm said with a 
tone and look of bitterest reproach, 
«* You feel that you have dealt ungene- 
rously with me— heartlessly— coquet- 
tiibly I and yon take refuge within the 
dm|e of ymr oiio ^ Yoi. 


may tell me that I have no okim upon 
you— and you are right : for I arii 
anoth3r’s ! You may tell me likewise 
th«t you are the mis trees of your own 
actions, and that you owe no aoooiinfc of 
them tome: and agairs you will be right 
But^ Oh I Christina, had you for an 
instant been candid with me— had you 
suffered me to know when last we met 

1 do not mean last night* — but the 

other day when I rescued you from the 
persons who were carrying you off — — 
had you told mo iheri that your lioart 

was engaged to another -because it 

must have been so even iken — for this 
attatchiiient of your’s carsnot he merely 

of to-day- Ob ! Christina, you would 

have awakened me from a dream — you 
would have aroused me to my senses I 
But no, no- — you did not S I told you 
that I loved you — you knew it — I even 
wont so far as to declare that all my 
hopes of happiness were concentrated in 
the idea— the one idea that you might 
yet become my own adored and cherislied 
wife; and you did liot tfdl me that you 
loved another 1 It is true that you 
answered me witli what rnettu)oght was 
a becoming maiden dignity — and I loved 
you all the more tenderly for it. But 
srill there was something in your mariner, 
Christina, which at the time bade me 
hope ” 

*‘No, my lord— no!” vehemently 
interrupted the young maiden, who had 
hitherto lisionad with the reader may 
conceive how much fiistrOHs and anguish 
of mmd to that long and passionately 
delivered spaach, which was full of 
maidenly propriety would not permit her 
to explain away, 

*'Ob, but it was so, Christina I 
exclaimed Meredith, torriby excited. 
*vBut if not iken, what of last night? 
Think you that when the first word of 
allusion to this maddening, despairing 
love of mine hud fallen from my lips, 
tiunk you I ask, whether my speeoh 
would not have been cheeked if you, 
with that candour which I fancied you 
to possesss, hail at tmee told me that 
you loved another I Oh 1 Chriitioa, it 
was not well of fou» My God I how 
much have I suffered on your account ! 
~and to be rewarded thus I If you 
loved me it wm your duty to pro- 
claim that fact. To keep it back, wm 
to bid me hopel It was worse.—it was 
playing the part of a coquette !~ife was 
heartleMi«»it was wiong I 
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I #v'crwlii’ii!ic''il with thoBe reproach©-!— 

Iiulf.t) llunn to be just so loog as 

riMii:yoe«i iiader hm pre-eent 
ioqo’C'H” boiv-i ill r?r,s|iect to ihe cireums- 
taiO'-rri nf htnr inoo^ Hoeti with Captain 
Siiioliw " Joilf rusniifui, on ilu5 other 
luiu«b *’'it tlio bit tor aocyaatious thus 
iuirhui R!L,''iifist lior — j^earnisi^ to explain 
evca-y thing, .vot, dariog not to pronourioe 
tlio *v/oi’tiH '*1 do oofc love another,” for 
f{)ar t-lioy aitotihi be taken as the 
avowal of ‘Vi love you, distressed 
ami bowildered —wanting to say some- 
tliiog, yet knowing not what to 

gay --‘linxioiiM to 11 y from th© spot, yet 

iriiiH'dixed ihera by the power, of 
her fetdiiiy!H.- Chrisfioit leant against 
a tree for Huppori J and the tears flowed 
thick and fast from her ©yes. 

Oh I now you weep/' exclaimed 
Mm‘e<lili. ' Weep oo, false-hearted 
girl I An hour ago every tear you are ^at 
piVHimt Mheddifig would have fallen like 
'll drop of moiton lead upon a-iy heart, 
aiul I should have goi.’!© mad with grief 1 
Buts now it does me good to see you 
weep, and to know that I have wrung 
those tears from your eyes I Ah, I envy 
not the I'lian who will oooduot i/ou to the 
altar, deceiver that you are I Until 
wiil'uii thc3 hour that ia passing, I would 
have staked my soul on your candour 

your iruihfiiinees I My God, how I 

ihoiiid have been deceived 1 It would 
have been selliog the eoul of mine 
to Batan— and you, perfidious girl, the 
cause 1 Ah, though i am married-^and 
it wmi fii a married man that I dared 
love you, Ohristina — you know not the 
heart with which you have triiisd, and 
which you have broken I Yet I wiil^ not 

curse you No I ton thou8.and times 

not 1 bless you Christina !— and may 
God grant 3 mu with another ail that 
happiness which* oiroumstanoee 
mitted, it would have^^been my pride 
and joy to ensure you I 

The young nobleman made a hasty 
mOiVemont as if to turn abruptly away, 
Christina, on her part, made a move- 
moot ai if about to speak: but she 
oould not give utteranoe to a wora# 
Mii exoitement was moderatjng into a 
profonncl mournfulncsa: Aer distress and 
anguish of mind were rising into a 
terrible exoitemenl* 

•*Yet ono word more I be said* for 
an instant arresting Ms 
!*'an4 I bifs dnwl ttm I 


bhiiiicd 3.'on-|:)a,r"ion me that I reproach- 
ed you! I have beeii to.i vehement — 
too impetuous f 1 was wrong, Christina, 
— I wvis wrong ! coy fs^-e'lmgs hurried 
me iiway„ Otic a mort?* — and for the 
last tiujt? do I pray heaven to award 
you its bleeaing ! Yes— may you be 
happiy and blest i 

With these words Lord Ootavian dis- 
appeared from Christina’s presence. 
She started forward: his name was at 
the very tip of her tongue : aha was 
about to call him, back: but with such 
an effort or fortitude as only the purest 
mind and most virtuous being could 
have commanded under auoh circum- 
stances, she rostraioed herself — tn© 
name was not spoken — ood he re- 
appeared in her presence. 

«<Ye8-— it is better as it is/® thought 
Christina to herself. “ Let him fancy 
that I love another it will all the 
more easily wean him from that in- 
fatuation which as well nigh produced 
such fatal effects upon the amiable 
Zoe 1 " 

And now, in a frame of mind that 
was fraught with a marvellous calm- 
ness-— with all the pious resignation of a 
self-saorifioiDg, self-martyrising spirit 
— Christina Ashton re-entered the 
villa. 

Lord Ootavian Meredih hastened 
homeward, riding as if he were a mad- 
man mounted upon a mad steed. On 
gaining the more frequented parts of 
the town, he dashed admiat the vehi- 
cles with a reoalessness which mad© 
every one who beheld him think that 
he was intoxicated with wine^ Never- 
theless, he reached his home in safety* 
Springing from his horse, he tossed th© 
bridle to the domestic, who was half 
astonished and half frightened at his 
master’s appearance ; but Meredith 
saw not the effect which his strangely 
wild ©xoitment produced* He rushed 
into the house: he summoned his 
valet, and gave immediate orders fo^ 
his clothes to be packed up and for th© 
carriage to be got in readinessi as h© 
intended to start by the night train for 
Dover. Th© valet was as astonished as 
the other domes tio had been j and yet 
he knew his master too well to suppose 
for an instant that he had been drinking<j 
He therefor© thought that some suddeh 
calamity, or else some serious indisore^^ 
tiouf itttitt ba?© '4fiTW 
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'0 ;! !) 1 ii ii. i- f ! 'J ‘ V. 3 . i* li ' fi' • 1 1 s Q r . I r i?" t i j I £ 3 ■ i, il 

l,'.''..';iij<’'l. 'w'ii'3"''a I’J'K'iMj i!v‘i. EOM> C" U t in-' (* '■ i , O : ^ ^ 

ii'(l!9 V.!i3y!u il;tt|ii5ii'9‘'j'j 5,V i'.’i b f. ‘ V 5 ‘ « V ‘^-*9' ^.T" 
s-laoG 3iii' c^ofe-i’r'rKH-i wh^'.^iior 

hid {ordain f> di (3 slot in t end lo n'-u 
M r. Arnuifjge be took liia 

dopjik’iwre ! 

‘ 0 — ' 1 1 I H n i ri f e e a a a, &• j f ' ® r e | d i e d 

iV] 0 rw (i i 1 1 1 I ' e- 1 y I 0 1 y „ * « .1 w i 1 1 I p n. v o a 

ifMiifct'is fco be 8911 1) liHri lo-fSiorrow. 
Mitotan 3 ’co to gafc ©Fery thing in refoi- 
iiii © B k‘5 : p r e f. ? H: I" 0 y o 1 1 r o w » i t i i i n g m I i k o wise, 
for you Will acKnjiiipaiiy med’ 

Having thy a wpokoo, Ootavian 
llttfcifjtioed to 1)1:16 dfawsog-roofiij whefo 
Il 0 flat down ainl penned a few Isnen to 
Mr. Arinytittge). hie sniiply mid that 
h&iug alrtraiiui on ttcccMint; of Z‘)e’B 
iiealt/lii and euiiHidriviiig that ho wai^i 
Dot (loiijfi iiiw d.ity in ailowiog her 
tiuis to refiiaifi Qoioiraled fioni him, ho 
Was about to rejoin luir wilii tht) loa,Ht 
posdsbl© delay. ||o t|:n*n ih ought of 
wrilifig a feiv last words to Chnatirui: 
ball (Joold pen nolldog thia B.-itmiied 
lllin. Sheet after abeet did he tear lap: 


nnd ;iho vaJof, on;r',„'<, 

a ?? rio y t'U' o v'ry’v t nUit! li;;-' .'“ady dyr 

inoaei;, Luru 

w.'¥>^ 04 U"':j ormiriMg, a new C'|o'8Jlo, h'jo? mdi 

Ino Vt'Ohoot any srrUMf:: ’U.m ttMa'OAMoflA 

'fh I'i I.M-if' slieiv't oi paiao'* Ih,' lloM’ofioro 

fy ;) ro 1 1‘ s I':.' ( ) i i' Ii g I's' ! ( M i I hi ^ 1 1 k 0 tin f ( ,? / 1 1 1 1. ^ r 

oi!i'8 ; a ad apet'diog do wy f.fie lOairM, li© 

afO'aa'y: into tlo- CMfriagio 

Ni'jw iie gove fid! vero, io Uo* ro{eiie« 
inoot wdiiidi was lorMinuy iuni;-~du3 

ociveo'd his faro wills hin hands ~~dso 

liyfHt into an fogi rsv of uei'‘|)iii.a : ^0 
Bobbed like a wuiiidJi or a ebibl. 

0 (J I'I r in t ilia, C hr in tie a ! he 
niurfiiuroib, in a broken voi(*o ; « fo 
tliink that you could have loved 
n 00 1. tier 1 

The unhappy ^oorig oohlcniari pro- 
ceedi d its Diiver ’ on thr' follo w mg day 
he fiaBHfd rno'U" to ; find 

iheucic he Jeiirnoyed wuh ail |.HiH«i|)le 
de-pi.ieh. to rejoin that wife wiioiii hcj 
was now seeking jn the frenzy of 
deNfj'U'Hiiori rather limn iiiider' ttuj 
inllu-rn;M3 of a piircj iifnilJoyed seusB 
of duty* -r- a' m'' 






